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CONSTANTINOYLE, April 28.-- Let us wan-
der a little as newcomors among the
streets and bazaars, the mosques and the
cafés, of this extraordinary city. It is only
by getting into touch with the actual Moslem
life of the day that any Westerner will
epeedily come to realize how ignorant he
isx of the real Turk -of his character, his
habit of mind, his point of view.

You step from a modern frain de lure
into the only rallway staticn of & metropolis
of more than a million izhabitants. Two
trains a day amply meet the demand for
communication with the Wesitern world.

You are detained for the careful examina-
tion of your passport and baggag> A
commisejor naire-interpreter takes charge
of you to conduot you to your hotel,

The porter who has carried your bag
from the train to the carriage ralses an
infernal row over the amount of the tip
which your guide has given him. Your
driver attempts to start off hefore the argu-
ment is finished. The porter in 2 maniacal
fury springs upon the Jahu, goizes the reins,
throws his welght upon one of the lines,
the horses jump to one side, and over goes
the cab

You are lucky in landing just in time
on your feet, and you find yoursell in the
midst of a small riot. You begin to wish
you had slipped your pistol into vour pocket
instead of leaving it in your bag, unti] you
notice the bored expression on the [face
af your guide.

So you affect a nonchalance you do not
feel, while somebody wearing a sword
hustles away the belligerent porter and
twenty pairs of hands set the carriage on
its wheels again. Then you drive of, and
your conductor merely observes:

“Those fellows are never satisfied.”

But driving to your hotel in Constanti-
nople for the first time is a novel experience.

Youstart with.a rush, and as you leave the |

station yard you are startled to see that
your driver has headed straight for an
unguarded ohasm in, the road which proba-
bly the eloetric light men have left apen.
It is too late to interfere, 8o yvouclutch the
sides of the carriage, prepared for another
spill. i

Nothing of the sort; down you plump
with a terrific jounce, and then up you go
in the air several inches above your seat.
Wonderful springs and powers of endur-
ance have these (Conatantinople cabs.
For vou find that all your drives in the
Crescent City are a series of such shocks;
New York in the warst days of the Tweed
régime was a well-paved city compared
with the capital of the Ottoman Empire
to-day.

Leaving the station in Stamboul one
epeedily reaches the Cialata bridge, one
of the two ramshackle structures con-
necting the old city wirh Pera, the more
modern Eurovean quarter across the Golden
Horn. Here again one is amazed at the
utter dilapidation of une of the most, primi-
tive and necessary of public conveniences,
A lot of loose planks fiung down upon
siringers, streiched across pontoons, seems
to eomprise the rickety span of about one
hundred yards across which we

ing the extortionate toli of 10 ceuts for
the privilege.

A street scene in Constantinople is always
brilliant, if only by reason of the bright red
fez or tarbouche with which the SWarming
popalation ix Lecapped,

by the human inhabitants of the town.
You have noticed during vour first drive
that it i only by continued shouting {hat

the driver has inade way among the
crowds of pedestrians who throng the
rough, dirty roadway in far greater nun-
bers thar  the comparatively well-kapt

siclewalks,  When von are on foot yourself
vou literally stumble acrosc the explana-
tion of the custom before you have walked
a dogen yards

The explanation promptly gets upon its
fact with angry and astonished protest,
and you are lucky if you do not feel itg
teeth through the leg of your trousers.
This is the pariah dog, the most favored,
the best governed, and I am inclined to
add the most numerous class of inhabi-
tants of Constantinople,

His priviloges are traditional and in-
violable. He sprawls singly or in groups
upon all the dry spots of the sidewalks—
the busiest streets by preference —and
sleeps all day. Ordinary human heings
step carefully over him, never by chance
infringing even on the tip of bis tail, or they
pick their way as best they can among the
muck of the street.

At night he barks or howls lustily every
quarter of an hour when the watchmen
rap out the time upon the pavement with
their resonant sticks.

He is not a handsome beast. Usually
about thg color of an Irish terrier, some-
what hr‘qar in size, and with a head sug-
gesting distant ancestry in the hyena, his
appearance igspires neither confidence nor
sespect. * Yot he is entitled to both.

His self-organized system of govern.
ment, his strict enforoement of recognized
righta and privileges both individual and
commercipl, suggest, perhaps, the only
solution @f the human problem in the Sul-
tan's Ah piovinces. But alas, the
value of the cardinal virtue expressed
by the phrase “Mind your own business,”
while fully appreciated Ly the dogs of
Constantinople, is apparently impossible
el application to certain sections of the
Sultan's human subjects.

Judge if I am speaking in irony. The
dogs Qf Lonatantinople have divided the
town int0 many score dog communities,
each with sharply defined boundaries,
and averaging in area three or four New
York blooks. Each community is gav-
Ornedh}’y a chief and two or three or more
auh-chiefs, lllo,' leadership being settled

B

by the only arbitrament which appeals

apportioned among the dog inhabitants.
! The right to call at the butcher shops for

come private house rights, refuse bine,
&c., all carefully apportioned, so that no
dog need starve, although it goes without
| saying that every dog is always hungry.

The marvel is that they survive in such
numbers, and it is literally true that the
fairly good health of the city is largely
due to them

The cardinal principle of dog law is
the inviolability of communal boundaries.
Any dog who ventured beyond the precincts
within which he is born and bred is instantly
sot upon hy every member of the invaded
tribe, and lucky heis if he escapes with his
life.

It is easy for men to make friends with
these ownerless animals. They are most
gratoful for a trifiing favor and they never
forget. A gentlemun in the diplomatio
service who usually goes for a short walk
before bedtime always carriee with him a
bit of bread for a certain dog inan adjolning
district.

Tils animal always awaits his benefactor
on the nearest boundary line of his district,
walks with him solewnly to the opposite
limit, awaits his return and goes back with
him acrosa the precinet; but never has the
man been able to induce the dog to cross
the frontier of his own community by #o
much as a yard. And such has been dog
government- in Constantinople since time
immemorial.

Some significance there surely is in the
existence of thia peculiar {nstitution in the
capital city of the “cruel” Turk, 1 have
a favorite test of one phase of the character
of a people which I try to apply in each
new oountry or community I visit.

In an occasional quiet street, I interview,
or attempt to do so, an itinerant domestic
cat. [ gat the truth from such a witness
almost invariably. If Grimalkin always
flies at my approach, I draw an obvious
conclusion regarding his or her human
colleagues.

I may say here, parenthetically, that the
average lLondon cat ix the most confiding
and friendly beast on earth, while the Con-
stantinople cat puts an almost equal trust
in humnan nature as she knowsit. In France,
sad to chronicle, I never have succeeded
in approaching within many yardsof a cat,
if the cat knew it and a way of ercape was
open. Haviug still some vestiges of pa-
triotism, I refrain from naming New York's
place in the category.

One cannot mix aven for a few days in
the teeming life of (onstantinople without

woraps is enjoyed by the chiefs alone. Then |

is that of an impartial juryman who must
. sift and weigh a masa of almost hopelessly
| conflioting evidence.
{ I shall make no attempt to discuss the
' mo-called Eastern question in its history
and ite merits, It will suffice for husy
| men to consider the present situation, the
| tendency of events and the prohable effect
of their development upon the history of
the Levant, of Europe, and the world at
largoe. -

The familiar question is, Shall Ottoman
rule be driven out of Europe?

The real and greater issi1a is the rapidly
developing rivalry between Pan-Slavic and
Pan-Germanic ambitions

situation.” (iermany’s far-reaching aspira-
tions, or rather thoss of her Emperor, have
only recently eome within the ken of prac-
tical politics.

to the interpretation given to his policy
by some of the ablest diplomatists, that
his empire shall stretch in a great belt across
Europe, from Amsterdam and the Baltic
to Salonika. A Napoleonie ambition, truly,
and one not to he oconfessed even to his
most trusted leutonants during the life of
the Austrian Emperor!

If it exists, then Germany’s support of
the Sultan during the Armenian troubles
and Turkish reliance upon the Kaiser's
aid in the present crisis are abundantly
explained. Again, if it exists, Russia may
well strive to exocute her purpose in Euro-
pean Turkey and the Balkans as soon a#
her interests and plans in the Far East will
permit. The life of the aged sovereign
at Vienna is a frail contingency upon which
to rely.

On the other hand, there are those who
conterd that Russia would be satisfled
with a mere outlet from the Black Sea to
the Mediterranean, which the possesaion
of Constantinople ard the Dardatelles
wauld supply and that she would be almost
indifferent to the presence of a great rival
Power in the Gulf of Salonica. Atallevents
it is the firm belief of every Embassy in
Constantinople to-day that Ruseia regards
the development of her plans in Manchuria
and the Far East as of more pressing neces-
«ity than her ambitionain the Levant. This
is ccupled with confidence that Russia is
genuinely etriving to postpone, perhaps
rot for long, serious hostilities in the
Balkans.

Her task has been no easy one. A few
weeks ago, a general war in the Balkars
seemed all but inevitable. Russian handling
of the situation, especially in Scofla, has
been a masterly piece of work.

realizing that religlon is the greatest factor
in Levant existence. His religion is far
more to a Turk than a belief, a mere faith; !
it is absolutely an axiom. Hence it is that
conversions of Moslems to the Christian or
any other religion are far more rare than
cases of insanity.

I note for the moment only the more

| " "
! readily be understood, is also

It may still fail, but the danger is dimin-

i ishing daily and at mosat it will disappear

This indeed, as will

according

only temporarily.

to Ruseian desire.

The world gives little consideration
to the fate of the Turk in the Titanic game

obvious effects of religious precept and
tradition. Mahomet inculcated in his foi- |
lowers more thoroughly than has any other |
religious teacher the doctrine that cleanli-
neas is next to godliness. Five times daily, |
before prayers or before entering a mosque, |
a good Moclem washes his face and hands; |
once daily his ablutions must include other
portions of the body. So one sees row upon
row of Turks scrubbing vigorously in front |
of the scores of water tape outside each
mosque.

He is utterly unable to understand the i
absurd Western custom which prescribes
the uncovering of the head on entering a
church or private dwelling, but which per-
mnits the introduetion of the muck of the |
aireets upon one's footgear. [He reverres ,
the process, and a Turkish gentleman |
smilingly hinted to me that he had never
been able to obtain any explanation of the |
good taste cr superior significance of the
Christian custom.

Moreover, the Turk is neater with respect
to the condition of his foot covering than
any Furopean community. | was sur-
prited to =ee not merely occasional boot-
blacks at street corners in about New York
proportion, hut for every boot stand in an
American city there is a battalion in Con-

my firet stroll that half of the population
gained its livelihood by cleaning the boots
of the other half.

But our rambla in the streeta, the bazars,

drive | shops, dared we enter it, would hopoleesly
as fast a8 the crowd will permit after pay- | distract us.

|

Bui in the very | i* & man of his vord in business.
first hour of idle wondering, one'sattention | evertricky and corrupt he may be in polities,
is compelled nore by rhe four-footed than | 1 feund only one opinion regarding his
l commercial integrity, and it was one which

|
1
|
1
i
i
stantinople. I gained the impression on I
|

the mosques and the cafés has got no far-

ther than the street, and thare is danger |
that the serious purpose of this letter be
loat sight of. The bagar, with its 7,000 ¢

We should learn there that the Greek
and the Armenian are sharper business
men than the Turk. We should discover,
also, if we entered into general commerce
that the Turk, while fairly good at a bargain,
Howe

some more western peoples might well
envy. It is ucoessary to make careful
distinction between the Turk and Lis Groaek
and Armenian colleagues in this respeet,
but I will not prees the distinetion farther

We go to tha mesques, and while we find
renewed proof of the almost incompre-
hen<ible conviction which makes religion
the greatest factor in Mcelem life, the won-
derful temples themselves abheorb our at- |
tention mora than the devout worshippers
whose heads are bowed toward Mecca.

Stand for a moment amid the vagtness of
St. Sophia, whose domes during 1,300 years
have sheltered almost fifty generations of
worshippers. Even in these days of con-
tempt for past achievements it ranks as
the greatest temple ever built by human
hands.

There 18 nothing everwhelining in ita
exterior aspect, as in the grandeur of Nt
Peter's at Ronie, its rival in size, but within
its walis many will find the Mosglem teiple
more impressive than the cathedral style
of architeciure-—the ahsence of seata,
the kaleidoscope of aere upon acre of Turkish
rugs soft under your slippered feet, the
circle of stupendous columyug, the dim
distance of the outer walls, the atmoaoaphare
as of the open sky as the slow-converging
roof meeta far, far above you

But I did not come to Constantinople to
describe 8t. Sophia. Nor shall 1 even refor
to the beauties of the Ginlden Horn, and !
Sweet Waters, the Riverside Drive of (‘on-
stantinople; to the sportive porpoise whose
antics add the necessary touch of comedy
oo the tragic waters of the Bosphorus; to
the exaggerated weirdness of the howling
dervishes of Scutari, or to Prinkipo, the
loveliest gem among the beautiful islands
of the world, where the American Mirister
makes his home during the spring and early
summer.

I have been speaking until now as a mere |
tourist, in whom it would be presumptuous
and absurd to do more than record his
superficial observations. It is an advantage
if one can get a glimpse of the scenery, a
breath of the atmosphere amid whioh one
of the great dramas of the race is being
enacted.

As I proceed to deal with the play itself
and with the actors therein, let me say at
onoe that I become the mouthpiece of others.
Or, to adopt a mon; fitting simile, my task

————— T
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which is being played. He is an "an-
achronism in Europe,” his expulsion is re-
the
common belief is that his toleration, dur-
ing the past generation at least, has been
a reproach to modern civilization
condemnation and that of his sovereign
is pronounced daily in the press and in

! the pulpit of the Western world.

He has never had an advocate at the bar
cf Christian public opinion. The Turkish
stde of any question is never presented.
It has almost come (o be assumed that
such a thing has no existence.

Publicly to defend the Sultan in any of

THE SUN, SUNDAY.

Mayor; suppose avery payment of wages 'uﬁell Was pi

Russia’s desire sooner or later to acquire |
Constantinopie has long been a recognized '
faotor in what I8 known as the “Europesn '

It is the dream of the Kaiser, according | his saveraign duties.

i
‘
i
\
|
I

his disagreements with other Powers has '
been to bring instant attack upon the mo- ;

tives of the defender, be he German Kaiser
or ordinary observer. In fact, the world
ingisis upon believing that nothing good
can coma out of Yildiz Kiosk.

And yet the representative of a great |

Power at the close of a long conversation

. to Turkey.
His |

| 65 per cent. of its face value.
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should be made only by the Mayor's hand;
suppose every case in a police or ot her court
should go to the Mayor for his personal re-
vision of the evidenco bafore judgment could
be pronounced; suppose the Mayor per-
sonally received atl taxes, paid all bills,
made all contrants, created by ediot all city
ordinances. The chaos and demoraliza-
tion which would result are what would
prevail throughout Turkey to-day but for
the peculiar aystem of oorruption which
takes the place of anarchy.

Reports upon the affairs of his wide do-
main are placed bofore the Sultan in vaat
array every day, I{ would be a task physi-
cally impossible, not for one man, but for
ten men, to read tham, much less to give
them careful consideration.

There is no harder worked man iu Europe
than the overburdened ruler in Yildiz
Kiosk, who conscientiously sweeps back
from his door cach day the rising tide of
It is largely tho
knowledpe, no doubt, of the hopelesaness
of his relf-impousad task whioch has made
him a nervous victim of chronie {nsomnia.
It is hie frequent hahit, as his Ministers and
entonrage know to their cost, to ris2 up in
the middle of the night and piunga into
affairs of state which demand attention,

It is of cours? inevitalile in such circum-
stances that those who suffer or who lose
chances of profit by the blocking of guber-
natorial furctions will resort to devious
and indirect means for getting their own
special grist through the mill. The mere
chance whether a paper lies near the top
instrad of at the bottom .of a pile makes
a vital difference to the fortunes of some
individual or community. Hence the obvi-
ous heginning of corruption.

But the system which prevalls in Turkey
has & hroader recognition and basis than
this would indicate. let no nne imagine
that the Sultan himself is decelved by the
arts practised upon himi. He fully under-
stands and tacltly approves the system
of which he is the vietim

Public offices of all worts are regularly
Larterrd and suld. Every rontract nade
with the Government pays its high com-

mission to the palaca «ofMcials. Every
warrant agulnst the imperial treasury
is discountod by a wall-known prooess.

Every imparter bribes the custorn house
officials, and every taxpayer of any meana
“squarea” the oollactor.

[t is the mimple truth that if tne taxes
of Turkey were honestly collectad and hon-
ertly expended, the oountry inatead of heing
impoverished would have a rich and over-
flowing treasury. The burdens upon the
people might be aubstantially reduced and
genvine prosperity might become possible.

Why, then, does the Sultan submit to
wholesale robbery?
ableof but ona [nterpretation. It is the price
he pays for security.

Experience has brought his faith In
human nature to a very low ebb. He no
longer believes, if indeed he ever did do so,
in disinterested loyalty. He has a cynical
confldence in the purchasable faithfulness
of self-interest, and he trusts no other
motive.

This service he buys, and the price he pays
for it is well-nigh ruinous to himself and
But what will not a man give
for some sense of security for his life?

It is interesting to quote the current
practical working of the system. The
market price of a salary warrant upon the
Turkish treasury varies between 10 and
Just now
the quotation is 45 per cent.

The holder sells his warrant to a broker
at that price. Thence there is a regular
channel of communication with inter-
mediate rake-offs of 5 and 10 per cent. until
the proper go-between disposea of it at 75
per cent. to the Treasurer.

That official credits himself with the full
amount, for, of course, he and not the
Government profite by the 25 per cent.
discount. It will be readily
that the market price of a hillet as. Treasurer

has just said to me that it would be  is considerably higher than that of the

the Sultan should presently bhe gathered
to his fathers. I have no doubt that every
Ambassador in Constantitople would in-
dorse in all sincerity a sentiment which

! nothing less than a calamity for Turkey if Governorship of a province.

At the custom house it suffices on the
average in a case where dutiable goods

{ should pay, say $200, to give the examiner

I am afraid will be received with some |

surprige by Christendom generally.

Again it ba2com=~s noaceasary, in order
to appreciate the Turkish, or rather the
Sultan's point of view, to speak of customs
and traditions and atmosphere.

Lot it be remembered that the Turkish
Giovernment ie an absolute despotism; that
the present Sultan came to the throne as
the result of a successful palace plot against
the life of his predocassor. His personal
knowladge of the world outside his own
dominions is limited (o that gained on a
wingle brief visit to Paris with his unole
thirty-five vears ago.

From the day of his accession he has
been surrounded by schemers and epies.
A rovereign must be somewhat more than
human if lie can make himself really inde-
pendent of his entourage; he has a faculty
not possessad by one man in a thousand
if he is abla always to distinguish loyalty
from sycopliancy.

The Sultan has none of the opportunities
of enligiitened civilization for recruiting his
assistants from among honest men. There
is not even a free press to bring to his atien-
tion abuses which may be notorious to all
but himsalf.

The personality of Abdul Hamid has been

made the subject of more slander than has |

been heaped upon any eother individual
of the presant day. Much of it is ridiculous
and absurd and yet apparently ne story
that can be invented is too incredible for
fecaptance

Reveral gentlemen wha know the Sultan
with sufficieant intimacy to have gained
a oonsiderable knowledge of him as a man
have spoken to me of him with complete
frankness. Without exception, they de-
soribe him as a refined. kindly, remarkably
well-informad  but  harassed and over-
worked gentlaman,

That he is extremely suapicions in all
matters appertaining to his royval functions
ia scarcely more than his duty. It is b
natural also that having constantly in
mind the fate of his uncle, he should per-
baps exaggerate the danger to himeelf of a
asimilar calamity.

The sineere tribute whieh all agree in
paying is that the Sultan is a conscientious

ruler who earnestly strives by every means |
in his power 10 defend and promote the |

| intereste of his religion and race. He ix
| an ardent

and sincere Mussu!man, and
the perronal purity of life Years witnass
to the genuineness -'.u‘ religiousn con-
victions.

If this be true, how is it that the Turkish
eampire becomes the seene of horrors whieh
shock Weatern humanity ard that govern-
ment unaer the Sultan is the most corrupt
of modern times? The two things scem
incapable of reconciliation and yet the ex-
planation is not far to seek. It may almost
be suggested in a santence.

The Sultan attempts to direct all the affairs
of his great empire, domestic and foreign,
without delegating any real®power to his
subordinates,

Imagine for a moment what this means.
Make an inadequate comparison in the
affairs of New York.

Suppose no policeman, fireman or other
city employee could he engaged or dis-
missed except by the perszonal act of the

a tip of 86 and to pay duty to the extent
of $20. A sheep farmer who owns 1,000
sheep returns his flock for purposes of
taxation at 100 and pays backshieesh to the
ASKARHOT '

The wonder is, under suci a system, that
any money at all reaches iis legitimate
purposes and that the (lovernmsnt can
be carried on even on the primitive sxisting
lines. A single instanee will illustraie the
point that it is imposasible tc do bueiness
with the Turkish Governmetit except in
conformity with the rules of its peculiar
system.

A foreigner wished to secure the adoption
of an important military inventior. by the
Turkish Army. He secured an agent who
knew the ropes. The channel through
which the Sultan himse!f was reachad was
one of his favorite porsonal attendaits.

The Sultan was interested, promised to

have special tests made and to give an |

audierice to the inventor. The matter was
averlooked for a day or two. The attendant
forthwith assumed an aspect of deep melan-
choly whenever he' was in his master's
presence, The weary monarch, well ac-
customed to such methods, at last inquired:

“Well, what is the matier; what do you
want?"

“Your Majesty has forgotten the--—de-
vice,” and the matter was: advanced an-
other stage.

Within a month, the nacassary testa
were made, reparis entered, the Hultan's
uRsent obtained and the contract awarded
The inventor had heen obliged to divide
no less than 88 per cent. of his proceeds in
commigsions to the “palace crowd.”

Even then there wag a hitch. One of the
secretaries through whose hands the papers
paseed had been overlooked, or rather
he had not been definitely informed of his
share in the division. He was duly notified,
however.

He expressed his entire aatisfaction, but
remarked that he must get the papers haok
at once, because he feared that he had made
a slight mistake in one of them. 8o ha had,
and it became necassary to obtain the
Sultan’s assent to a treah sot of documents.

It would hardly be 1ir 1o put such trans-

actions in the same rnoral category with |

similar earruption in the acdministration,
say, of an American municipality. The
Turkish people are of course the real vie-

" tims of this aystem, but in a despotism

like Turkey the public revenues are virty-
ally the property of the sovereign, and If
he conments tacitly to be robbed, the praec-
tice, howaver reprehensible, can scaroely
bhe deacribad as illegal.

I do not believe that any fornigner is
competent to judge whether the Sultan's
elaborate mrecautions against treachery
are justified or if his fears exaggerats
the danger of conapiracy againat the throne.
The absence of sgome of the nrdinary facili-
ties of civilization in Turkey is due solely
to the Sultan's suspicions.

Post office and telegraph exist scarcely
more than in name. Some vears ago the
Sultan allowed aome one to establish a
local post office servica in Canstantinople,
with delivery and oellection of letters. It
was A success from the start, until one day
a spy suggestad to the Sultan that he had
provided facilities for his enemies secretly
W communicale with one anether. The

Hia policy seema cap-*

undersiood i

never bean restored.
Most terapting'offers have been made to

of the telephone in Constantinople.
have invariably failed, for the same reason.

The last time suoh an offer was made
it met with unexpected opposition from
administration officials. The head of the
telephone syndioate his cause
temptingly with a Cabinet Minister. The
reply was that not only was it hopeless
to approach the Sultan, but that the Cabinet
would ‘unaniméusly oppose the innovation.
The astonished foreigner aaked why.

“Because it {s bad enough to be summonerdd
to the palace by special messenger at §
o'clock in the morning. If the members
of the Government had telephones in their
houser they would not be their own masters
a single hour in the twenty-four,” was the
frank but very conclusive explanation.

It is under internal oconditions such as
are suggosted by the foregoing inadequate
ohservations that the Turkish Empire is
striving to maintain itself against the con-
fiioting ambitions and jealousies of the great
Powers. The Sultan's task both within
and without his own dominions has been
to make rival aspirations and rival enmities
canoel each other.

His skill in accomplishing this has heen
the marvel of diplomacy: for nearly thirty
years. His problem of internal administra-
tion, it is only the simple truth to admit,
has been more difficult than that of any
other ruler.

No portion of his empire is free from the
most difficult racial and religious conflicts.
Moslems and Christians, Greeks and Slavs,
Armenians and Kurds, Jews and Arabs,
are thrown into a propinquity which in
some casea makes peaceful existence im-
possible. Those foreign cobservers who
know Turkey best gre all willing to admit
that the moet oivilized and well intentioned
of governments in face of such a problem
would have been unable to avoid serious
local outbreaks.

The wonder is not that there have been
oocasional atrocites, but that massaores
have not been more frequent. The policy
of the Turk seems to be when he is no longer
able to control a racial or religious feud,
and some blood letting becomes inevitable,
to let the explasion take place and to con-
tent himeelf with making sure that his own
supremacy is not andangered.

When one takes into oonalderation the
Turkish point of view and aleo the ignor-
ance, fanaticism and narrow-mindedness of
all the warring elements of the pcpulation,
one wonders what other policy is to be
expected. It is not worth while discusaing
again at this late day the last Armenian
massacres, byt it is significant to know
that foreign sentiment in Constantinople
includes very little sympathy with the
victims,

The commonest libel against the Turk
is that he is religiously intolerant. On
the contrary he is utterly indifferent to any
amount of propagandism by the repre-
sentatives of other faitha.

His attitude, for instance, toward Ameri-
can misaionary effort in Armenia is one of
amused contempt. He is simply unable to
understand the motives for a great ex-
penditure of time and money in order o
i change a Christian of one sort into a Chris-
tian of ancther sort. A Moslam receivos a
suggestion that he shonld substitute an-
other praphet for Mahomet, not with any
resentment, but in the same gpirit that
! a great flnancier would treat a proposail
i from 8 gentie alchemist who has a process
for transmuting steel rails into gald.

He {8 no theologian, and religlon is with
bim largely a matter of heredity. He can-
not understand a voluntary abandonment
of the religious faith of one's childhood—-
; not even when the change involves em-

bracing Moslemism. Hence a Christian
| convert to Mahomet is always regarded
with suspicion and not until the third gen-
. oration are his children rogarded as true
" Mosleme,

i It follows that there is no Moslem prepa-
i ganda, and that the futility of Christian

missionary work among the Faithful is

recognired and euch effort has been vir-
| tually abandoned. Medical charities and
| purely educational work among the Turkish
i population are accomplishing valuable re-
sults. Therc i8 no inatitution in existence
| deserving of higher indorscment than
Roberta (‘ollege, which excludes religious
teaching from its eurriculum.

Severe criticism unfortunately is to be
heard among the non-missionary foreign
residents of Turk- - ef the educational policy
of American wussionaries in both Armenia
and Maged nia. This point {& not to be
avolded, sharply controvereial although
it undouttedly is.

[t har baen urged upon my attention in
two asjects.  First, with regard to Armenia,
it is naid that censidarable social and po-
litical discontent iy caused by educating
young men and women bayond their sta-
tions in life: beyond the requirements of
available spheres of existence. The croa-
| tion of tastes and ambitiona impossibla of
I gratification produces inevitabie unhappl-

ness, and some of the effects which are men-
tioned, esp~cially among Armenian yvoung
women, would be appalling to the American
supporters of this clags of effort.

It is provinaialism of the narrowest sort
and not broadmindedness which refuses
to recognize that whila unlimited eduoa-
tion in a land of unlimited opportunities
like America iz always a boon, yet in a
country Kke Turkey it may easily become
a grava evil. There is a growing section

the advancad education of the masses
even in that enlightened democracy on
the ground that it is rapidly destroying
the servant and laboring classes. If there
is excuse for auch an argument in England,
it becomes far more forcible in a land whera
unekilled labor is almost the only meana
of livelihood,

A Turkish efMcial holding an important
poet in the administration of Macedonia
in discussing the situation in that unhappy
province the other day ascribed the presant
criaix glinoat exclusively to the effrcts of
miskionary educational effort.  If the
Christian minority were strong enough
i to control the country in the avent.af its
i gaining autonomy then one would applaud
the spirit of rebellion againgt a long record
of oppreselon.  But unhappily tha feud be-
tween the Bulgarian Chrietians in Macedonia

their resentment against the Turke, and
the latter argue with some reason that
their policy of rigid subjugation of all
factions is the only =afeguard agains
a clvil war of annihilation.

The situation in Macedonia iteelf has
heen fully describad in communications to
i Tur SvnN during the past few wasks. |1
hecame apparent carly in the winter that
a crisis could not b averted and the ques-
ton bath for Turkey and the Powars vas
whether the trouble might he localized.

Anything may happen even now, but
thera secma (o he a fair chance that the
solytion of the Ralkan question may
again be postponed, for a few months at.
least. Thik possibility is greatly exasperat-
ing the Macedonian committees, and we
may fairly expect some desperate actibn
an their part.

Their disappointment is due to Russia’s
unexpectediability to control the Bulgarian

Ay rvieers

of public opinion in England which oppores !

induce the Sultan to allow the introduction |
They |

and the Gireek Christians there iras bitteras |

romtptly abolished, and it has | Government. Without general Bulgarian |

support the Macedonian revolutionary
cause is hopoless. Turkey i amply able
to crush any rising, while the avowed
alm to carry on guerrilla warfare and
to incite the Turkse to commit outrages
must fail of ite purpése to provoke sym-
pathotic interference from any part of
Europe.

Russia really expeets nothing from Tur- |
key in the way of reforms. She has plans
in the Far East which demand her atten- '
tion before the settlement of the Balkan

question.

Moreover, the pursuit of her ultimate

deaigns in Turkey and the Balkans would
involve a severc strain of her alllance with
France, a bond which is already showing
somo signs of weakening. It is cven poé-
sible that Russix is not without hope of

reaching some understanding with Eng- '
land before the fate of the Ottoman Empire

in Europe is fipally decided.

The further development of pan-(}er-’

manio deeigns and the strong British feel-

ing thereanent might conceivably bring |

an Anglo-Ruscian entente within the range
of practical politics. There is undoubtedly
a feeling of change and readjustment in
the political atmoaphere of Etirope.

The Sultan clearly bellercs that the
German Emperor is his best relial and
the coming arbiter of events. Certainly
the Kaiser has shown more skill in dealing
with Turkey than ever England or any
other Power exhibited. German Influence
in Constantinopia to-day is remarkably
strong and is being exploited for all it is
worth.

There is nothing more cold-blooded than a
German policical friendship. Sometimes
this Is recognizod instantly and instinot-
ively, as recent events famliliar to SpN
readers will certify, but the Sultan has yet
to discover it.

In the matter of the Bagdad railway
concession alone, the Bultan has given to
Germany a gift of 4lmost iucalculable
value, It is a pity that this great enter-
prise cannot be carried out as a purely
commercial undertaking.

It is amserted in London and some other:
uninformed quarters that such a line can
not be self-supporting and that it will
never be buiit except for strategical and
political purposes. The testimony ‘of
every one in this part of the world who has
any knowledge of the country to be tra-
versed is precisely the reverse of this.
No spot on earth is more richly endowed
with natural resources.

The Euphrates Valley is the ancient gran-
ary of the world. Its seoil is richer than
that of the American prairies. Only the
moat rudimentary planting and harvesting
are necessary for the production of enor-
Mmous Orope, ‘

An American physician who hes recently
explored oxtensively in the unmapped
portions of the country tells me it is the
common practice for peasants to burn great
quantities of corn and wheat annually.
They keep all they have use for and de-
stroy the rest in order to escape taxation
thereon.

There is abundant mineral wealth in many

sections, including coal, iren, oil, copper, |

&c. Bad government and absence of trans-
port have locked up what is reaily a treasure
lend for scores of generations. It is quite
possible that political mismanagement will
ruin what is really a commercial oppor-
tunity of the first magnitude, but

worla should not be deceived hy the sour- |

grapes attitude of the British Government
toward this enterprise.

The decline of British prestige has Leen
the moat etriking development in Con-
stantinopie during the past few yerrs, as it
has heen in some other parts of the world.
Yet Pritain has been a truer friend of Tur-
key than ever Germany will be. It is
posaible that some pending developmenta
may result in a revival of British influence
here.

It is believed, with ample reason by
Turkey, however, that Great Britain

would not now fire a shot to keep Russia '

There is some con-
There

out of Constantinople.
fidence that Germany might do so.
is no basis whatever for the hope.

It is the Sultan's intention thoroughly

to subjugate Macedonia, but to avoid as !

far as possible arousing European protests
by atrocities. Thereis no doubt the atrocity
cry will be raisgd. The Turk is a domon
fighter and difficult to control, especially
when angaged in a religious, or holy, war.
He hopee to settle the Maocedonian question
much more thoroughly than Russia desires
hi'n to do.

The day is not very far distant when Russia

will be ready to settle the Balkan question

in her way. To do that it is necessary that
thero still shall be a Balkan question to
settle. If the Sultan is as clever as he
uswilly shows himself to be, he will make
it diffioult for Russia to find an exouse for
future interference.

After all, however, the question of a
casus belli does not matter much. The
inexorable logic of the situation is that
Russia muxt and will seek an outlet to the
#ea

At the present moment it does not seem |
posaible that ghe can gain her ohject except

by a bloedy duel with the Turk. Wheother

she would he satisfled with a mere gateway !

to the Mediterranean or whether her am-
bitions beyond would clash with those of
other Powers is a larger aspect of tha ques-
tion to which present information furnishes
no key.

Before any army starts or any aword is

drawn, there remain to be made the de- '

cisive moves in the most dramatic and
fascinating campaign of modern diplomaoy.
fkill rnare than might is likely to centrol
the game.

Two of the competitors are well matched.
Ruesian astuteneas, patience and unscrupy-
lousness are pittad against the brilliant
geniua of the German Emperor. The
wonderful cleverness of the
circumvent them both.

The m.dnr‘umy of British representation ’

in the pending struggle is exanperatin
eyen to an impartial looker-on. Vreur anﬁ
vitality and statesmanshi ls%\'. ed out
of British polioy. But gland’'s great
interests in the
quate defender.

ie name will not be found upon the roll |

of her politiciane, vclept statesmen.
is thet of his Maijen'.y i &Av‘rd \'ulAl.
& sovereign of whose activities and infly-
ence in the affairs of nations the world will
not much longer remain in ignoranes.

.R.C.

CRIPPLES AT THE BRRIDGEF,

A Sipecinl Corner far Tham Previded by the
Pallce at Rash Nours.

The corner of ihe north roadway on the
Brooklyn Bridge just where the troiley
cers coming from Brooklyn swing around
the loops has become known to Brooklyn-
ites as rlrp!e‘n Corner,

The poiluemen &t the loops have a dead
tine beyond which no man ean go at the

¢ rush hour. Thia dead line was established

0 A8

hecauyen 1t “fm, to be the oustom to
way

mubh &8 100 yards up the Bridge r.
in arder to intercept the inconfl ot.rollev
cars and get seata. The result of it was
shat before the cars got to this end at al)
every seut was ocoupied. f
'ho dead line one

\ lntorg:r to fotlpn'iA
\as to a oripple. lame man,

armed man, & g\‘;nohbaoh. in fact n.n?:;
with any visible infirmity, even if it hap-

m to only & temparary one like & broken

or a ba eye, is all
the dead lne srs tave. nince s Lo hose

in Cri f
Corner. A pelicaman who rumtnur rrf ‘31:

corner to assist the oripples aboard
holde up their cars as the‘;'peome lnsnnd g::

i

|

| |

1 colorings and patterns,

the |

ultan may -

t may vot find an ade- |

B'way & 18th St, l
Special Sale in Basement.

Japanese
Table Ware

MONDAY, MAY 18TH.
Choice lots,

!

selected

from importations re-
ceived this year.

Consisting of

Cups and Saucers,
Plates, Pitchers,
Trays, Dishes,
Chocolate Pots,
Fern Dishes,

Loving Cups, Etc.

Bewildering in variety of

worth from 75c. to 1.50
each.

During Sale 50¢. Ea
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THE DREAD OF THE GALLOWS,

« Experience of a §|NOI:H Judge With Men
Condemned to Death.

MacoN, Mo., May 9.—Gordon G. Ramey,
who is in jail in Lancaster, charged with
the deliberate murder of his twenty-year-
old wife, Norah, because of jealousy,
sald to his attorneys when they asked him
| whether he would rather hdng or go to the
| penitentiary for life:

“Just as you people eay; to me it's a
stand-off.”

The district Judge, N. M. Shelton, lives at
Macon. It will be his duty to pass sen-
| tence upon Ramey, When the remark
" quoted reached Judge Shelton he said:
| " *That's what he says now, but wait.
| Men don't want to die—except in novels.

There the hero can afford to be indifferent

10 danger because he knows that if the
i right sort of author has hold of him he
. will get through somehow and live happy
ever after.

“But ordinary humankind wants to live

as long as the blood of life and health flows.
There are no two sides to the subject
. While a spark of intelligance exists in sain
. or sinner life is the dearest thing there is
i It is the law of nature's God.
{ *“I don't know this young man, but I'll
| wager a lot he doean't repeat that remark
| 1o me when the time comes! I've seen
too many such cases.

“I wus @ member of the Missouri Senate
in 1889. 'The capital buildings and peni-
tentiary are at Jefferson City. A Baptist

reacher, a Bald Knobber, named Bimmons,
1ad been sentenced to death for murder.
He was regarded as courageous ta the point
of recklessness.

*At the last moment the Governor com-
muted the sentence to imprisonment for

|
I
I
l
1

life. Isaw the old man as he was dr
in the penitentiary. His face glowed with
pleasure. N

“Some one asked him how he felt. He
responded with a quotation he had doubt-
less used many a time in the days before
he went to the bad:

“ ‘Glory to God! I feel just like I'd been
born again!'

“Life had coma back to him and it waa
l overpoweringly sweet. He had nothlnr

to look forward to but grim, incessant tofl,
under a hard master, through all the years
to come. But he would live, and he was
. profound!y grateful therefore.

i *"When I was tha representative of my
i county at Jefferson City [ maw two other
men right after their death sentences had
been commuted to life imprisonmant by

. Gov. Marmaduke. Thev had been con-
i victed of an atrocions murder in Henry
| county.

“They came to the penitentiary with
faces beaming like those of men going to
the wedding altar. They shook hands
with everybody they met, laughed, cried
i and acted doliriously halvp,v.

“Recently 1 had the disagraeahle duty of
| sentencing J. M. Robertson of Adair countv
i to the lows. Before his oenviction ha

boldly proclaimed his preference for death
to a term in the penitentiary.

“When the jury took him at his word and
i fixed his punishment at death, his nerve
i failed. He beggod his lawyers to abandon

the appeal and to implore the Governor for
i & commutation to life in the State peni-
tentiary.

“The man is, apparantly, a physical
wreck, ang it looks as if life would have
little attraction for him, even if he gained
his liberty. Yet with all the strength of
hisa mind he wants to live.

_“Theee are not peculiar instances. It is

| simply the longing of a normal mind I’
.18 not coweardioe to dread death on the
gallows,

“Men who have reputations for marked
bravery in personal eneounters will be-
come ahsolutely terror atricken at tha
thought of such an end. Those who flaunt
their indifference to it will change when
the shadow gets closer. God evidently
i intended that expiation ar the law's hands

should be a terror, and such I believe i
' will ever be. ‘Cursed is every one that
I hangeth on a tree.' "

e ——————————

EARS
MADE PERFECT.

Large, outstanding or lopped ears give
to the whale countenance a wild, uncul-

LIKE THESE

tured eppearance and destroy what-
ever attraction one might otherwise
possess,  With my seientitic painless
operations 1 remodel, set gracefully to
the head and make them harmonize
with the other features

My experience of thirty years ia of
great value to you, and | will be very
glad to give you any informa-

tion you desire, Hours: 9 to

Call or write personally to

JOHN H. WOODBUKY D. I,
42 West 23d St., New York.

9

each one safely in his seat. R K !
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