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THE EUROPA AT HALIFAX.

Concentration of the British
West India Fleet.

The English Abolitionists in Support of the
Bmancipation lmllllthl.‘

FRENCH REINPORCEMENTS FOR MEXICO.

@eneral Prim Defends the Withdrawal
of the Spanish Treeps.

He Prophesies Poor Results
for France.
B e e s

Qaribaldi’s Som Mortally Wound-
ed in a Duel.

i

THE ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH,
&e, &e., &, -

Haurax, Deo, 26, 1802,
The steamship Enropa, Captain Moodie, from Liverpool
o4 eleven o’clock A. M. ou the 13th, via Queenstown even,
g of the 14th inst., arrived “st this port at balf-past ten
#'closk last nmight, with thiriy-thres passengers for Bos-
ton, and ghlod again for that port at daylight this morn-

A derpatch from Liverpool, daied on Sunday the 14th
ngtant, eaye the poiitical pews is generally of an unim-
poriant character.

The steamship Teutonia, from New York, arrived al
Seuthampton on the 12th inet.

The steamship Kina, from New York, arrived at Liver-
pool on the 11th Inss,

THE AMERICAN QUESTION.

DOoncentration of the British West India
Pleet—The English itionists in Ald
of the Emancipati roclamation, &c.
The pewspuper comments upon American affairs are

generally of an unimportunt charagjer,

The London Shipping Gasele says (he war steamer
Ariadne has been ordered 1o leave Halifax, snd after
wisiting New York to join Admiral Milne's squadron at
Bermuda. This movement looks like & coucaptration of
ke dieposable force of Milne'y equadron in the localities
n which reesntly reportéd outrages on British shipping
By federal crulsers, which have been perpetrated with s
Enowledge thal there i no forcl at hand capable of pro-
“Secting British wessels, snd with iugtructions te do so.
The Qaselle thinks that even Wilkes will hardly venture
wpon further molestation or viejdtion of neutral territory,

The recently formed London Emancipation Society bad
gmeed circulurs Lo ministers of all denominations, urging
Shem to give promisence to the subject of negro omanci-
pation from their pulpits, in view of the insuguration of
Mr. Lincoln's emancipation policy with the new year.

The London Siar says & most enthusiastic meeting
s boen bheld at Lambeth, 1o express symputhy with the
sati slavery policy Im America. Aboul three thousand
persons were present, .

A retorn shows that daring the present year forly-six
American ships have been registered as Liverpuol uuder
British names.

The Atlantic Telegraph.

A general meeting of the Atlantic Telegraph Company
was beld inLondon on the 12th. Hom. James Stuart
Wortley presided, and stated tho terms on which it was
proposed to raise £800,000 new capital, #s already pub-
Mehed. He announced that within three days the £75,000
had, in resposse to the circulars, beea subscribed, A
resclution was carried %o raise the new capijpl in sharcs
of £8 each, for laying down a new cable.

The mesting was regurded as the mo<t encouraging and
successful. .

The London News, Star and other journals warmly sd-
vosate ihe claims of the compuny. The Londou T'nies
says notification is advertised that tbe vew undertaking
for laying the cable has beon formed with Comtipental
support, and will shortly be intreduced.

France.

There are agala rumors in Parie of unfaverable news
frem Maexmico, and urgent cslls for relnforcements , which,
4 is said, will be seni under the device of establishing &
reserve st Martinique. :

The Cardinal Archbishop of Paris has gone to Rome, i
® rumored, In the nameof the Emperor 40 explain 40
the Pope the Emperor’'s views, with a view o the oon-
esmmions hesessary on the pariof the Pootifical gevern-

The bourss was dull, rentes 701, 6fc.

. Ktaly.
Parhament reassemblod en the 11ih inataat.
Varini explained his policy snd promised administra-

souified In the King.

In o dusl between Garibaldi's eldest son and Colonel
Pallaviciol, whe eaplured GaribaMi, the young man is
mmid 1o have recelved a mortal wound im the sice,and
she Colone] was serjousty burt.

in.

General Prim has made y explanations in the
Corten on the otnduct In Mexicd, Me read confidential
Ietiers addressed 40 him by Admiral La Graviere,contain-
ing strange details relative to the Mexican expedition. Ac-
cording to these lotters Almonte declared he was authorized
¥y Napoleon and Archduke Maxmillian kimself to put for-
ward the oandidate of the latter, and that the French
wroopa would guaraulee Lbe Lhrone of Mexico to the Arch-
duke. Geoeral Prim also read lettors of ('Donnell and
Collantes recommending the strict exscution of the troay
of London. He said sn Faglish ropresentative had made
similar declarations 4o him; and that under ihe eircum-
wtauoes ho doemed it wise 1o embark for Bpale. In con-
slusion, he expressed his opinion that the French expod).
ton wonld got have the deaired result. *

————

Russn.

The Imporial Bank of Russia nas reduced iia rate of
dirconnts from 6 o 6,

Tho annoanoement thul Russia concented to the candi.
dnture of King Ferdivand, of Portugal, to the Greek
throun, I8 unfounded.

ft la rumored thal ¥i Petersburg will bo shorily de.
-unhgnm

Commnercial Intelligonce.
THE LONDON MONRY MaRRET,
Consoln clused on Friday, December 12, et 0015 a 021

for -hllg.
Tho bullion in the Bank has decreased £172,000,

The of American siocks have been small, i)nola
Contral, 42 n 413 diz,, Erie Railromd, 42 a é2);: United
Histe i's, 601

THE PARIR BOURAE.
Parm, Deo. 13, 1962,
The Nourse i stondy. Rentes 707, 65c.

THE LIVERPOOL COTTOM MARKRT.
Lavamroor, Dee. 18, 1862
lﬂ::la!r‘of ontian for the

o i 08,000 baler, market has been buoyant,
:-u“ﬂ"tﬂ ﬂ\'lllf-lu Wd. & K0, mostly on l\Mmdd’:n[
an lower qualities,

nales Wiators wore 3,000 Waken, And thoss to
o aw bales. The N'ﬂ..:': Friday wore 8 000
=:‘- 41800 1o npecuiniors and gm; b

Tho Rvokers’ Cirevlar ro
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# axsssnsnannsiyer 2D €

UPINGS. ... cvurennnnssnssnnssnnss 30 =

The utock in port ig estimated at 254,000 bales, of wh)
24,000 are American,

HAVRE COTTON MARKST.
The sales of cotton for the week foot up 13,000®ales,
\ho market rullng active and buoyant, with a demand
all descripsions st full previous prices. in pory
51,000 bales.

g

& Co., Gordon, Bruce & Co.
report:—Flonr flal sl 20n. &

, for s
s decline; red Westorn, Ba. 8d. L4
o s o 104, white Webtern, 10s. 3d. & 118.; white
Sonthern, 118 a 125 Corn quiet, and 3d. a éd. lower:
mized, 280, & 282. 3d.
PROVISIONE MARKRT.

ing di arde. Bacon vasier. Lard quiel but sieady.
:':i:;] decliving, md-::md at 429, 8 o

PRODUCE MARKET, .
The Brekers' (Nrcular reports:—aAshes astive; pots,
?ﬂl. aa,-,,..,u.ﬂm ad. ‘Ilmlalnquiet ;‘3&;@9& Gl:‘f‘
for common. i1 tine very dull, Sngar qu
but steady. mm. ‘illc: steady. Lingead
tending downwardes, Linsesad of! inactive. Cod oil dull and
unchanged. Petroleim heavy and teuding downward.
LORDON MARKETR.

Breadsiuffy quiet and steady. lIrom firm, Pugar has a
[“@oclining tendency. Coffee stendy, Tea stecady, but
uiet, Rice jusctive. Tallow dull, Spirite turpentine

or at 1108, Romin dull, common 27s, Livdseed oil,

upwards, quoted at 38s, Ad. Sperm ofl imactive. Polre-
leum oil downward, quoted at 22e,

Groves & Todd report provisions quiet and+teady. Lard
downwards,

THE LATEST MARKETS,

Laverrors, Dec. 15—Evening.

The sales of cotton to-day renched 12,000 bales, includ-
ing 7,000 to speculators and oxporters.. The markes s
buovyant and teads upward, with au advance of 4d. on

Burats.
The breadstuff= market |s dull, bul steady.
The provision market I8 (oactive,
Lowpox, Deo. 18—Evening.
Consoln closed at 923 a 8215 for inouey.
The latest gales of American stocks are:~Frie Railway,
423 ; linois Central, 42.

NEWS FROM THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY.,

e

Evacuation of Wi,noheﬁter by
. the Rebels.

o~ i

Greai Destitution Among the People
at ‘Winchester,
&eoy

&e., &e.

Bavrnons, Dec. 26, 1862,

Colonel Keyes moved from R and took |
of Wiochester on Tuesday morning, when the rebel plek-
eta lefi thore took their departure.

The rebel Genoral Joues, with 2,500 men, had ocouplied
the place the weoek previous, but had lefi, going towards
Btaonton.

Miller’s forces were at Middletown, mitending to move
on towards Winchester,

The Winchesier Hallroad has been entirely destroyed
by the rebels, and the irou carried off by them,

Great destitution exists smang the people at Winches-
ter. The common necessaries of life are at famine prices,
sod hardly procurable as that,

THE M'DOWELL COURT OF INQUIRY.,

-

Continuation of the Cross~Examindtion
of General Sigel.
o ‘Wasargron, Dec. 26, 1902,

The thirtisth day's session of the McDowell conrt waa
held to-day. About Ly sp " were pr at
ita deliberations, amonget them the eccentric and cele-
brated Coupt Gurowski. The Count sttracted marked
attention, as much from his personal atiractions as from
the libera! manner in which he criticised the declsions
of tho court in certain points. Hl'lwun 0 be an
intimate, and, if one would be allowed to judpe from the
winks and degided nods thrown out by him to the witness
to.day during the cross examipation,s confidential ad-
viser of Gen. Sigel.

Geperal Sigel desired to make some remarks in his
Lesti ¥ U0 erogs {mation by Geperal McDowell om
the previous day's session. He acknowledged the an”
thentycity of the record of the recorder, but desired

to state that, in sddition, as be had copsulted his papers
since bis welimony yestorday, .
The Court would nut allow this unless there were innae-

The sme antlidrition roport—Beef innctive. Pork tend- -

The Official hvnﬁgaﬁom-in
This City. :

High Government Officers
Implicated.

A Pl il

HOW THE FRAUDS ARE COMMITTED.
ExtraordinaryOperationsof New
York Brokers,

The Colonel‘of a City ltgfum Figuring s a

' Wholegale - Robber.

e A A

Forty Forgeries on the Government
in Two Months,

i el

Seven Hundred Thousend Dollars Robbed
in One Single Department,
&e -

7. he.

Tt e not gencrally known that & mogtl importanh fnquiry
bas been progressing in thia oity for the lest two months,
with the object of Investigating eertain wperious charges
of frauds on the Uniled Etates government in the
department of rationms and lodgings for our vol
Thue fur the inquiries have hud o most salutary resalt in
laying bare a vile and gigantic system of robbery and
peculation. A mass of mest important evidence has been
taken, which it is hoped will bring the principal offenders
to well merited punishinent for preying vpon the vitals
of the country in the most shamcless and disgraceiul man
ner in this her day of greatest need and peril.

- The offenders in this case are of two clusses—civil and
mmilitary. The former are, of course, amenable to military
law, and will, a& soon as the proper time arrives, be tried
by courts martial, and be punished by impr !
with the ball and chain to thelr lege, or in any other way
that may be deemsed proper. Al civillang will be tried

« by the civ!! tribunale, and be dealt with as the law divects

and their abominable frauds #q justly morit, ¢
‘olone]l H. 8. Olcott i the commissioner appolcted by
the War Department W make the necessary investign
tione, Thig gentleman has been emyployed since the lut
of November last in the prosecution of his important du-
ties. He has employed a competent ghort hand writer to
act s gecretary, und two jnterprete s to ald in the deve-
jopment of the voluminous évidence, as most of the par-
ties concerned as witbesses, &c., are Germ ans, who do
not speak the English language. The investigations have
been conducted | privately for the begt of reasous, and, un
bas boen seen, with great success.
‘When tbe present rebellion broke eut Congress was
not o sesgion, and therefore noappropriction was pro.
vided for defrayiug the expemses of the enroiment

| and sustenance of our new velunteer regimonts. Thewe

DeCeSFArY expeoeés were paid either by ihe (riends of
the officers, by voluntary subscriptiong raised smony
citizens, or by the Union Defence Committee, Bul some
time in the month of August, Congress bejog then in ses-
gion, an appropristion of twenty millions was made for
recruiting, organizing and drilivg volunteers. Under
the provieions of an act of Congresa the Adjulant General's
Department was made the custodian of the funde, ami
the mustering officess were eoustituted the parties for
disbursing the money, Col, D. B, Sackett, Inspector Gene-
ral of the United buates Army, was &t that tie on duty
bere as mustering officer, being assisted in the discharge of
his duties by several other army officers. During the wn-
ménse rosh of volunteers which folloed the President's
first eall for iroops these officers wers overwholmed
with business; bul, according to the acl of Cungreds, ull
the disbureementa had to be made from theee officen.
Colonel Sackett found it necessary to have an enlargoed
sud oonecentrated depariment, and i congegrenco hired a
sultable building in White etrest, where he removed his
entire b s and bliched a geoeral disborsing
office. The fOrst sppropristion which he received from
the government was $5,000, which was exhausied in
three or four days; for as soon as it became known
that the governmend was prepared to pay the ex-
of recruiting regiments®the apecial ocon.

8 . In answer toa q
Melvowell, a8 1o his (G- peral Mcllowell's) provision for
meeling General Lougstreet aud the nrnn,h of Ricketta’
force, as ibdicated jo the order of march, witness
Ik is ible for me to say what I knew [lour
months ago.  1do pot know at all wbat was the stresgth
of Ricketts’ division. I bardly remember an IMII: about

n:- or

g

it. Idon't know whetber ot had four brj s

not.

Question.—Would you bave considersd, under the cir.
sumsiances, that four brigades and t -four pleces
artillery and the cavalry, an aggregate of tweive
sand men, sufficiegt force to hold in checky
Answer.—I would haveregarded it an & suficient prayision
if these forces were placed at the righs peint and at the

do

dM
1o the

fitEs
it
i

i

g
H

8%;
§E3s
gizg

ensy tn he defended.

from “t:; b Lﬁmgli!ul::: ap H y
Angetrest coming throug oroug! ow
did yeu know that he had not left a sufficient foree?
#0 becanse |Lwas my lmpression that & serions
3!1. winld haye taken place there. As 1 heard _othing
such a fight, 1 supposed there was not & sufficies ¢ forco
hore

Q.~-You have stated that your trcops loss time and’
becamo tired in marching and conptermarching, 1o come
10 neurly the same point in the ovening which they lofi in
the morning, - complisnee with the orders of General
MeDowell, Is it understood that it v o compllance
with his orders that this was done? A.—1 underntood thut
it wae im complinnes with General MoDowaell's orders
thut my cores let the point whers it was formed sl noon
in order of battle, and that this was & misiake. Fe s
1 =ny that it was not by order of Gooorabbleiwwoll, but
by order of Gevecad 1'ope, that T marched,
Gou, Mekbowell bore d & p st the wit-
nese being allowed to ankwer ummcl'i cueptions In
this expl ¥ WY On orogs i a8 follows It
is olyjectod 1o by Gevnral MceDowell that the witoess be
now allowed to explain the movements made, or o qua-
lify his evidence in chief, or 0 make remarks on the
gamo, at least until after ha ehall have directly, specifieally
sud exprosuly auswarod the cross Inlorrogations propoun.
ed to Bim.
The conrt was cleared, when the protest of Gen. Mo-
D divection of tha Court, the Recorger asked the fol
direction of the Court, o ® fol.
lﬂezu quention of. the witiess —Was the conntermnreh
made i golng Lo or eetarniog from Manassas Junotlon by
tien. oli's (lﬂll‘l‘lf 1r not, ‘m will state by whowe
ordera, in connectinn with Gen, MaDowell, it was made.
A~It waa not made by Gen, MeDowell's orders alone. 1
mlmiazl:n. Molowell's erdors towards Manaasan,
and by of Gen. Pope from near Manassas 1o New

Markot,
Tha ¢Court then adjeuraed until to-morrow,

A Prizve Fight=New York Versus Bostone
New York the Winmer, &e.
Borrox, Dec. 20, 1802
A prize fight took place yesterday afternoon in Lhe
presence of about one hundred ** roughs,’’ between Billy
Donmelly, of Now York, and ¢ Young Shiner,” of Hoston,
The * horoes' of the oconston were both of the  light
walght'' order After sixteen rounds had boen fought,

Billy Doonelly was doclared the victor, .
Na® Yaan ani vn Conntn. PRiWn—The colored peo-

| ploin warious cities and towps are making proparations
for a grand jubiies ou the 18l of Jaunary, in honor of the

promulgatiun of she *nanciation “L-ﬂh

tractors and all persons baving claims upon the govern.
ment came dowa upon the office like an avalanche.’ The
Cononel got no more money for three or four weeks, but
in the interim the place was continually being Invaded
by creditors, and the bills for alleged expenses were sccu”
mulating by scores in his office. Everybody was clamor.
ous for the lmmediate paymentof their bills. Fioally,
Colouel Sackett gol ancther oleck for §100,000. This he
#oon paid out, and late in the month of November he got
another for asimilar amount.

The bills the subsistence and lodging of recru®
comprise & specific siatement of (he pumber of
lodgings furnished and the quantity of rations
supplied in & eeparate asccount, forming a
general exhibit of thy whole amcunt of rations and
lodgings. Thishas to be,of rather ghould be, certified

Nisholr, of the regular army, relioved Col. Backett on th ¢
1t of Decamber aa government disbursing officer
Duriog the lattar pars of his term of office this hrokerigo
Businecs wan at its height, and it went on getting more
extensive until midsummer, when Capt, F. 8. Larned
was placed In charge of the office. The brokers
about this time were doing am immense buriness
and bad buresns organived throughout the eily
40 got up all the fuir bille they could nbiain, and to make
out falee ones beoldes. Not salisfled with the vuormous
profita they were making by ehaving bils, they-would
got the ragular blanke from the disbureing office, and
by bribiry and other corrupt means, endeavor to geb
hold of some ignopant German understanding reely
anything of English, and for a small gratuity ) him
to slgo «oe of thede fMlse bills, The play wae to find out
pome small lager bier paloun keeper who had hoarded
& fow volunteers. They would then go to this man and
aek Bim if he had uot boarded vome recruits, He would
patarally auswer m the aflirmative. They wauld then
offer % buy his omim, and. after’ some higzling,
eohe 10 an agresment. They would then mnke
‘out & false bill for a large amount and obtein the signa.
ture of the Governor, who no doubt supposed thai he
was poting quito fuirly. If peceseary, thay mever hesi-
tated to forge the signature of the recrniting ofMeors,
enlonels of regiments, ko. Whan the forged bill was got
up acoording to the form prereribed by law It was pre.
Eeperd and the money received. ]

This ortrageous condition of things has had no limit,
aod the more the brokers grew rich on dishonesty the
moie active wore they o thelr operaticus. Within the
past bwo monthe not less than forty forgerios have bren
digcovered, Some of thd reerniting offficers are among
the parties implicated, nnd in other cages the colonels of
regiments are themealves deop in the dishonest mire.

A thivd form of cofnmitsing 1hese forgeries and frauds
upen the government I8 in this wise;—The contractor

in motion uow, and the civil and military trivunaly of
the conntry will have work epough to diepose of Whe o’
cumulated mass of fraud and robbery to be brought be.
fore them. The pecdlators who bave bemn robbing tbe
government apd the army without the ulightest ooms.
punction, illing their coffers and faltening on the woee
of the country, will soon be brought 1o a reckoning for
their outrageous and shameful crimes, and when oo late
thoy will find that their game was & most dangerous one
to play, and that, though

The mills of the gods grind slowly,

They grind exveedingly fve.

NEWS FROM EASTERN VIRGINIA,

The Election for Members of Con

Sharp Skirmish with the Rebels, &ic.

Wassixarox, Dea. 30 , 1802,

A letter from Suffulk, Virginia, daled the 23: imatant,
states that the electlon for members of Congress took
place the day before, agreeably to the proglamation of
Major General Dix. ’

Contrary to the laws of Virginia, ballote wore cast in-
stead of yoling viva roce.

In order to give the people of Smithiicld an opportunity
to show thelr attachment to the Union two ballot boxes
were pent down to them, in cbarge of Lieateawnt Colouel
underdonk, ding two h d of the Fust New
York Mounted Rifles,

ﬂupmmu;#hnr. the rebals would be anxions to vislt the

polls, Colonel Onderdonk sent the boxes direct W0 Smith
Beld, In charge of u =mall squad, and procecded with the
af bis e 1 to Windgor.

Learning that tbo rebeis had left the place but a shert
time before, Colonel Onderdonk proceeded cautiously lo
wards the Tele of Wight, and when about three miles vut
came up with them. He gent bis edpliments in the
ghape of shell from his howitzers, and they responded
iy

finda it necessary 10 have mounty, aud he a ingly
goes Lo the Lraker to vhuye his bill.  The letter sees his
chance at once, and eaye that the bill is not made ont in
a aorrect form.  He then tears it up, aod offers the con-
Yraetor, it may be, $60 for bix elaim, saying Imt‘hu will
give ne more fur it, and that the contruetor might go
without mobey if he would not accept the ufter. The un-
JSortnnate contractor flude himself m n serjous diffoulty.
He has olready boon at tha disbursing offlca (fteen or
twently times in search of his money witbout being
able to obiain it, apd his pecessities press so hard npon
lm tbat  he finds it abeolulely Decessary L,
have sume cash. He is, in fact, in the hands tl; the broker,
wid ie furced to accopt bis offer. The regular forms are
then pregented to him for bie signature, and, this being
fane, the broker goes 1o work and makes oot & frauduleny
bill agaivet the goverument, gonly a portion of which be
ia properly entitled to, It ma¥ be that the original bill
I for $100 or $200, The broker makes it out for #5900 or
$400. Jn migning these papers the contraclor is not al”
iowed 1o see anything but the place where Lis nume s to
be afixed, and thie he Jdoes Blindly, of in some cuses by
collu sion, as the direction of the broker.

Agalo, a man who hag been a reorvitiug offcer goes to
the keepor of a loper bier saloom where he has been
paying smnll suma for 1he wmubsistence of some
few: recrajjs, He says o the owner:—*‘1 have had
sne men gedrtersd At your bouse for whom 1 have pald
out of my own pocket. | have nof yot received paymont
from the goveroment. It is necersary for me 1o have
your signature to got my money.” The lager bier seller
looks surprised. The confidence mam produces Lhe regu-
lar forms of Wlank Bills, sud obaips the signature of the
German $o what be represents. a8 & bill for twenty five
dollars, but which, whon it 18 presented [or payment gt
the disbursing office, has swelled w0 the extraordioary
extent of fifteen hundred doltars, A duy or two after
gotting the German’s sigouature the recrniling eficer re-
turns and says it ia pecessary Lo go with him before a
notary and 1gatify to the authenticity of hin signature.
The notary, who is in the'plot, asks no ques-
tions, but proceeds 1o business, The Gorman signe
the paper before himy, and, a8 a witnoss, the
uotary countersigns and affixes his notarial seal Lo docu-
mengs which are open (rauds on the government from one
end to tbe other. This shows the complicity of some of
the potaries employed, who gign such documents without
asking any g or ad g the outh required
by law.

Une of the cases brought to thesmotice of the Commis-
wioner developed the facs that she Uniwn Defence Com®
mittee were paying lorty conis per ration Lo certain con-
tractors, The returns had to be ageompanied by regular
vouchers, amd tickets were issued to ail the recruiting
officers for subsistence of their recrnita. 7t was found,
bowever, that in mauy casen the specia! coutractor has
had to pay back five cents per ration to the colunel of o re-
gimoot, and touhe quariermaster ten per cent on his groas
receipt:, 50 ux {0 aeours their fdvor and enjoy ihe contin®
anceof hisconiraet. Thus, it there Lad been auch a
thing «¢ honest desling with the governineot, the recruits
brought into the fiekl could have been previded for in
this respoct at about one.half the eont.

There are cases explored which show that the orderly
sergeants have sometimes boen direcied to return more
men than were actually subsisted.

The Commissioner began his lnvestigation by going
into the charges made against the brokers, sud, after
they had, for the most part, been disposed of, the
Secretary of War placed in his hands a bill whish
diad been collected by the colonel of & New York
regiment, and to the correctness of which he hbad
made bis afidavit. Mr. Olcott has found tha®
that bill was . accompanied by a sumber of sub-vouchers
for & £, lodging, &c., for recruits. On close examina-

by the officer who recrults the men., The bill should be
signed by the special contracior and thea endorsed by the
colonel commanding the regiment, But in the burry and
confusion which prevalled at the time of opening the
office the name of the colonsl eommanding was some-
times emittod.

Colonel Sackett, on assuming the duties of his o.eo'
addressed the Comptroller of the War Department, asking
bow far the mere certificates of volunieer officers should
be taken, and wheiher he should take affidavits from
them or not, becaure it was notorfous that there were
many greedy men who bad mansged to creep into
the army under various specigus pretences. Up te this
tim# & general idea bad very properly prevailed that an
army officer was & straightforward, just and hovoralil¥
mas. Bul the voluntesrs were (o show how the rule
worked with them. -

Colonel Sackett got oo respsnse 10 his communication,
and was therefore compelled to act by the promptings of
his own judgment, and 10 do as well as circulnstances
would allew him. Now there are two kind« of contractors.
1he regular contractor is one who passes in-bis bids iy
reply to the advertisemenis publisbhed by goveroment. In
these bids he offers to supply rations and lodgings
‘o woldiers  for any sum per head that the po-
vermment may agree 10. These contractors are com-
pelled by law to give bends to the government for
the proper performance of their cortracis. The special
contractor ls the other clage. He ls generally the keepoer
of & lager bier saloon or small boarding house in the city.
Perhaps be has boardod some seven or eighl men after
thelr enlistment, until they are carried foto camp, when
they begin to be subsisted by the Quartermaster's De-
partment, As far as the general conteactor |8 concernnd,
there is but lidtle ch of his Itting fracds, except
it ba by and with the coanivance of the guvernthent
officers. But this s oot the cage with the special con,
tractors, as may be seen by tbe facis developed during
thi= Investigation,

When the tremendous prossurs alreaty alluded to wan
brought to bear on the disbursing office, and there was
0o mooey ready at haud 10 pay, these smali contrastors
would be always crowding the office and seoking for 1
liquidation of their aecounts, They , therefore, wers sub-
jected to great Joss of timo amd mouney, and eventually
had to negotiato with {he brokers of the city, who bad
satablivhed offiges ad convenient places. These brokery
began 1o o amall way, sbnving bills agaiust the govern-
ment sl o0, Ofteen and seventy.five per cont, as Lhey
couid agree with the contragtors hold - thom, Befwg
men of some oapital, thesofbrokers aford o walp
until the disbursing eMeer recoived s chek frow «oo0
mgton, when they would presest all the bills the;
bad sbaved” and recolve the cash for thgm. The
disbareing officer, dn order Lo protect the govern

ment an fer as possible from (reud  and  impo-
sition, mot omly required an  aMdavit (rom  the
ppecial eontractor, settiog forth the corr of hin bitls

but ateo employed detectivos to flnd that the men charged
for were sctually boarded and subeisted, If all thesy

procesd ugs had boen conducted i w siraighiferward

tion only \wo veal names were found stiached to these
documeuts, aod these (wo pames were forgeries; the
rest were fctilious oames of persons having no khown
existence. He found that the colonel bad perjured him-
self and swiudled the Unfon Defence Committee, fhdi-
vidual citizens of New York, the general government,
and every oue of bis ofMcers and soldlers; that he had
turned officers oul of their commands on frivolous pretoxts,
sod sold their commissions w0 olbers In short, be had
been engaged in n course of swindling of the lowest and
L Jaeanestskird, such as one would scarcely suppose that
u third vlass pickpocket would be guilty of. It Is pro.
bable that this man hes been arrested by this vime.

It i8 very probable that the Commis<ioner will take up
tho cages of several other reglments recruited In this city,
concernig whiel the government |2 o possession of
valuuble inforination.

The devetopments in tho case of the colonel mentioned

1y with six-poneders,

A short skirmish revealed one regiment of rebel in.
fantry, with two pieces of urtillery and some cavalry.

Colonel Onderdouk then, thinking it would bu safer to
look up voters nearer Suflolk, elowly retired.

The rebels atlempted to surround him, knd at ono time
were only one hundred and fifty yards in his rear, Wlhere.
upon Colongl Onderdonk saddenly wheeled his command
about and fred a volley, which emptied twenty of the
robel saddles in guick tane,

The skirmishing continied for €lx miles, Two prigouers
and one horge were taken from hb rebels.

Noue of vur men were lost or injured.

, It |s thought it will be a long tine befure the election
returngécome in from Emithflekl. Nansemonpd ‘polled
thirty-ulne volgs, twenty six of which were for Mr
Cooper, twelve for Mr. MeCloud and one scattering.

INTERESTING FROM FORTRESS MONROE.

Another Skirmish With ti-s Robeln on
the Blackwater—=Success of the Unlon
Troops=News from North Carolina, &e.

5 Forrness Mowxror, Dee, 26, 1662,
Lieutenaut Colovel Stietsell, of the Eleventh Vennsyl-

vania cavalry (Calonel Spear's dashing reginwent), had &
warm engagement with the enemy at Joluer's hridge, en
the Blackwater, yesierday, four miles dbove Franklin.

He diove the enemy'’s pickols on this side of the river,

capturing four of their pickets, one cavalrynan and

horse, and three jufantry soldiers and their arms,

Colunel Stietsell's advance, with thelr carbiers, under
the gallant Licuteoant Johu 8. Ropes, first engagid the
epemy at short rauge. Fioally, discovering the cuemy lu
guperior numbers above and below e un the river, with
our very small force of four small squadronsdn peril of
being flauked, Colonel Stietsell very wisely coccluded 1o
retire, which boe did in safety.

The following is from the Newbern (N. C.) Frogress of
Decamber 18:—

The funeralof Col. Gray, of the Ninety-gixth New York
regiment, was attended on Wednesday afternoon, the
Kighth Mussachusetis regiment aod the Third New Yark
artillery doing escort duty. Col, Gray was killed at the
baisle of Kinston, He had been in the seven daye
battle hefore Richmond. .

Tho Free Labor Associntion of Craven counly s rapidly
galuing strength. E. W. Carpenter, of Newberu city,
President.

The free labor nomination for Congress has been ten-
dered to Charles Henry Foster, who declines, baving
already applied o the authorities for permission to raise
& second regiment of North Carclioa Union voluntuers,

The schoooer Alice [}, Webb, released to her owners by
order uf (iov. Stanly, has beeu retaken by special actho_
rity from the Navy Department.

THE PORTER COUR? MARTIAL.

Testimony of Major Gemeral Morell,
Liemutenant Colonel Locke and Captain
Martin.

Wasmworon, Dec. 26, 1862,

The Couri Martial 12 the case of Fitz Jobn Porter re-
sumed ils sessions this worning.

Lieutenant Colonel Locke, of General Porter's staff, and
his Assistant Adjutant General, was the firsk witoess ex-
amined He kmew of the orders received by Gemeral
Porter from General 'ope preceding the march commenced
on the morning of the 25th of August for Hristow Stativa,
On that worniog reveille was betweenfove and two A,
M. It was iotensely dark, and the roads were impassible
ror infestry until cleared of obstructions. on the
march o Gaipraville he beard General Mclowell tail
General Porter that be was too far out with bLis roen, as
that was no place to have a fight. The two had a private
couversation for some minutes, and then they rode off on
borssback, Afterwards General Porier recalled the troops

seut io advance, There war no retreat, His corps remaa-
ed tll pext morning at daylight. The balleries were in
place. Uen. Porter made vvery possible exertion to clear
ihe road to Bristow Stution, to enable his corpe to march, on
the gth and 2%th of Auguss. His stall nesisied bim, as also
a body of eavalry, & detachment of which was assigrod w
&mmu:" thedl'n On the ing otdm.m
i Pm Ml an order from Gouer m to
d Porter. This was an urder to attack the euem,
tseneral Porter iustructed

sl euce. ma lo go b -
ately 1o General Morell, and Lave his troops ad-
vanced forthwith, and e would fallow after him

Captain Pope delivered his order about sundown,
Witness was atlactied to General Forter's ggad, sod
was with him during the time he woas under Geueral
Pope. About bail-pust three o'clock next morning w
pocond opder cume (rom Genoral Fope to march ai once
o the battle ficld. An officer was sent direltly to General
Morell; directing him to cull bis pickets in afd prepare for
iostant m 1

above will be rich sud yaey, althoegh it is not el
wise to publish them just pow. This officer will bo
proved to have been enguged (n & long enreer of ro ! and
all kinds of erlwe, and yot he ded (o tmp § upun.

areh. Hykes' division was also pat
under armn. General Porlor
aid Gemeral y but mcted wisely, to the (#liest extent
of his ahility. In co-operntiog with General McDoweli's

showed mo pogilion W

& large number of our must promivent citizens.

Within d week after the sement of the p
investigation mauy false bills which it & known were
ready for preseniation were withdrawu, Ope of these
was for $6,000. Among the varlous smocessful fraud
thore was one ease Whore a mau obtained §1,175,for & bill
of §50.

1u the robberies of u!l Rinds in the department of lodg-
ng and subsistence for recruits, by forgeries, cxcemsive
charges, &c., on the disbaraing office, the government has
been defravded to the extent of §700,060. This, it must
be remembered, is only in a siogle depariment. The same
system of groas fgaud isgomg on all Wrough the United
States in gmost every department of the public service.
t3ut West il is said to be far worse than it is bere, and it |
safo 1o gay , from tho result of Shin inquiry, that there is
scurcely n bill presented to the government that hue not
passed Ygrough eome fraudulent channel.

The investigatiens, ns we have sald, will be re.
gularly comtinged o this city, and \here s scirecly
a donbt cotertained,that high government oMeinks wil be
impMeated, although the evidencs on this point is not yst
rondy to be lafd before the pablie,

The press has bithorto besn silent concerning these
rauds and the juvestigationa' which have been going on
In this ¢ity, so that e undue publicity should Lo given o
facts whish would injure the govermment cause asd im.
pede the course of justice. The publio has, therefore,
¥nown bobbiog of theso coioeanl frauds. It pow appeary
{iat many of the arresis made in this ity some mouths
ago withont apparent cause, and which were atlribuled
o politionl caugesand the rise of & military despotism,
bad their ovigin In the (rauds now being brought o the
Tight of day. The government, |nstead of Infringing on
popular righte and persenal liberty, did oot arrest
onetanth of the men who oughl o bave been ar-
rested for frand apd pecolation, and, during the agi

Iation cavsed by the Bue and ory agaizsi (8e sysiem of

} thore wore dense and continuous roads to be
through.  The troops 0 to move befure day.

| light un the moruing of the 25th 1 Bristow Station
I Cuptain Martin, of Battery C, Massacliusetts artiliers,
! corruborated the tomtimony of Lisutenaut Colonel Locks
as to the darkpess of m::m when the march for Bris
| tow Ststion was commencod. e algo heard General 'ope
tell Ganeral Porter, on the 20th of August, when they
were on the way o Gainesville, that be Wil too clise 1w

the enemy, and thet that was no plice to fight,

General Vorter presented, through bis counsel, & writ-
ten protest against the recoption of certain evidence on
the part of the governipent, which he had deomed inad-
missable; and the Court was ciearsd & few moments o
deliberate tereon
'::M(umll Morall tostified that at the time the al
) affences chiargod agaimst General Porter were com
mitted, ho was o command of the test divicien o e
corpw, He ~vas preseit when an order wae recoived by
Goperal Porter from Geoeral Pope, on the eveuing
of the 2Tth of August. This order was to march at oue
o'elock next morning.  Gen. Eykes and Gen, Butterield
wore t when ¥he order came, sr very som
afterwards, He sald that, cousiderin the wearied oon-
dition of our w, the darkoess of night and the
ohatructioas of rod, no better progress gould he
madle by starting st this bour than at duyiight.
Porter smid = Wo will start at o'vlock," and or.
dered that the cemumpds be in rendiness, Tt
wan very dark and threatened rain, and it did rein

morwog.  The were on e  move
by thres A did

ar altor, Ha
ol kuow ab what

g

M., or
hour his (Itm-l'u',) division was moved
It we had moved at ene A. M. the mea would hate been
broken of thelr whole ‘o elewp. This was what he
and the other ofMears wis to avoid. [n the opening of
the march there was & good deal of Qffculty in making
rrn'nu, o sooount of the darkness and obstractions in
be roud, Gen, Sykes' diviston lsd that morning. The wen
were sdvanced as Iy as passible.

The Oourt here roed to eleven A, M, to.morrow,
when the teatimony of Gen. Morellwill be resumed. On
Monday Gen. MeClelian and Gen, Buruside are to bs ox
amined,

i Nasnvinie.—The Nashville Pnion sayn they
nearly one thourand [amilies, belonging 10 ssidiera now
in the rebel serviee, or who bave bean Killed or died in
that gervice, are fn that ity without faod, clothing or
wond | wnd :lumy making JIlecun appeaia to the fode

ral acthoribies for relof

Twelve Months Record
of the Rebellion.

g s S

Achievements of Our Improvised
Army and Navy.

e

wr———

One Year’s Index to the New
York Herald.

The Capture of Forts Hemnry, Douclsom
and lsland No. i0_-Naval Engagement
at Memphis—The Taking of Now Or.

leans—=The Momitor and the Merri-
muc—Batties of Pittsburg Lunding,
Pea Ridge, Mill Spring, Roanoke
Island, Corinth, Yorktown, the
., Siege of Richmond, the Aec-
tlons a South Moumntain,
Anicttam, Crawrford Pral-
rie and PFrederichshurg, o i
HKinston and Geldsbore,

hq h'l hn

OPBRATIONS=IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY,
'

We begin to-day the publication of our chronola=
gy of the wvents of 1862, Ita great length prevents
the entirc publication on one day. We shall con-
tinge to give one or two months per day till the
whole chronology is published. Tt will form, when

past year, and be of great value to the reader and
historian, and should be carefully preserved for ra-
ference,

’ Wednesday, January 1, 1863,

Toe dawn of the new yoar gave & distinct view of the
gigantic proportions of the robollion, and showed the peo
ple of the loyal States protuy plaiuly that o large degres of
potience must be exercised and severs labor performed be
fors it could be put down.

A baitle took plsce on Port Royal Island, South Caro
ina, between Genoral Stovens' brigade and & rebel foroa,
t which the Union troops were signally viclorious, A
pumber of rebal battaries wore Jesiroyed, and the
rebols driven from the lsland. Our loss was one killed
and nine wounded. Enemy's loss not koown, although
they sdmit having six killed and swelve wounded,

Furt Pickens opened fire on the rebel batteries at
gacols, which wns responded to. The firing conlinned
peirly all day. A breash was made in Forl Baravoas,
and the town of Warrenton was set on fire, and ‘the -@en-
tiagration continked ali night. Only one mea was injfured
{0 Kort Pickens. 3

B4 —James M, Mason, Jobn Shidell, George Tustls and
Jumen E, Maclariand, the rébel commissioners and thelr
clerks, who were taken from on board the British steamer
Trent, by Captain Wilkes, of the United States steam fri-

where they Lind been detnined an prisoners, knd embariod
od konrd the English gunbont Rinaldo, st Pruvimcetown,
Mase., and sailed for England,

A fight occurred betwoen the Union gumboats Yankes
sl Auacostia, of the Powomae fotiia, and the rebel bal
tery at Cockplt Polat. - The missiied from the rifled gus
of the hattery struck the Yankoe, doing but small damage.
Seversl of the prejectiles from the gunbosts took effedt
In tho midst of the battery,

3d.—Two hundred and thirty-nine Unidn prisamers,
who bad been captured at Rietitnond, arrived ot Fortresn
Mouroe, having been exchanged.

The [Tuiou troope ook possession of Big Nethel, Va. , the
rebels having evncuniod Loe place. .

#th, —seven hundred and fifty Unlon troops were send
by General Milroy to attack Huttonsville, in Western
Virginia, which place was ocenpied by tho rebels &8 &
deyot for suppli An engag t emsued, and the
epemy was driven from (ke place with the loss of aight
killed and woundgd. The Unlonista did pol lose s man.
About twenty-fivd thousand dollurs worth of rebel army
Elores wers destroyed.

A large foren of rebels attacked the Fifth Ceunesticut
regiment, which was guarding the railroad o Virginis, op-
posite Hancock, Md. The Unionists were ferced to retite
ncross the Potomas.  The rebels then tore up the ralirosd
track und destroyed the wires,

The rebel General Ji , with & fall ferce, appeared
at Bath, Va., where there were bat about one thowssnd
Union troops. An attack was made by the whole rebel
miiitis, (leon Whousand sirong, who were twice repuissd:
by eur volunteers. Sabsequently General Jackson's regn-
Inrs mado an attack in front, at the same Hme exeouling -
« Uank movement, when our troops fell back en Hancosk.

W number of bulldiogs. They wers driven off By e
Union artillery. No loss of mén on our alde.

@th.—a party of four bundred rebels were attacked by
& detachment of tha Thirty.second Uhio regiment, ssad
out by General Milroy, in Tgcker connty, Va., and ronked.
The rebels lost four killed and & large number wounded.

A rebel encumpment of one thousand wea, under & man
oamed Poindexter, io Howard county, Missouri, was sle
tacked by five hundred Union cavalry, under command
of Major Hubbard, sad completely routed. The Uniom

seven killed, iwenty-five wounded and Oftesn prisoners.
Tih. —Goneral Garfeld, wilh Lwe regiments sad ihrée
bundred cavalry, eatered Paintville, Kentucky. The
rebels, under Humphrey “ml m““
of the Union forces. General Garfleld's cavairy parssed
and eagaged & of rebel cavalry, killing \lres,
wounding elght or len, and takivg Afteen prisoners. The
Unfon loss was two killed and one wounded, -
A cousiderable force of rebels mmﬂ*
ed svar Romney, Va, by  Unim fores under Colonel
Duoning. The rebel loes was bot knewn, Dut eight desd'!
bodies wore found among the rocks, ‘ »
Tue Legislature of the Siate of New York mel and or-
gnnized »

Sth.—Four hundred and fifty Unlon troops abiagh. .
od the notorious rebel Poindaxter, with from ooe thoustsd -

Howard county, Missvurl, totally routing them, witha
loss of sevedl io(t on the fleld and many more carried off,
aud from ffty to seveuty five wounded sad \hiFty pri-
soners. Our Joss was four. The rebel camp was destroy-
od and & large number of horses tallon.

A detuchment of Union forces, under Col. Dunning,
overhauled the rebels, two Whousand strong, &t Blue's
Gap, Va., aud completely routed them, killing Oftess,
tiking tweoty prisoners, besidés caplaring two pleoes of
cannon, all their camp equipage and sevoral wagons,

e Frovosi Marshal Genoral of Si. Louia issued am
order requiring sll publishers of newspapars i the Binte
of Missour), $t. Louis eity papors oncepted, todrnish hin
8 copy of each issye for uspection, and (ailure with whick
order rendered (he peper liable to suppression,

Oih.—A alight skirmish ok place neas Poliek run, Ve,
Afver the first fre the rebels ran off, with s lows of twe
kudled aud o woundod.  The Unfon loss was one killed,
10h —General Garfleld, with his main force, bay ing lefl
Painty e, Ky, o pursuit of the rebeis, osder eommand
of Momphrey Sarslall, came up to him st the forks of
Middle creek, near Urestoaborg, Ky. The rebel foree wal
two thousand Ove hundred, whiilo 1he Untonists wery
threo thousand suong.  Ap engagement took plage, and
the rebels wera routed, with tha loms of thirty or forey
Killed, n large uimver wonindad and tweniy-0ve prisouners.
The Unita 1oss was twa killed and twenty.Ove woundod,
The Union troops evacuated Romney, Va. .

Waldo H Joinson snd Trasten | olie, buih of Miasouri
were cxpalied from the Unitad Sintes Henate, for tremson.
114k o= An expedision called the Durnside axped

erusmting of ene bundred aud [wenly (ve vessels, em-

0

complete, an index to the New Yonx Hezavnp for the

gato San Jucinto, left Fors Warren, in Boston harbor,

Sth.—The rebels frem the opposite side of ﬂ Pels-
mac river sholied the village of Huncock, Md. |

loss .ummluﬂtﬂm.lﬂl‘“h .

to one thonsand threo busdred men, on Sliver. cresk,
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