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A. C. Townley Is
Trying to Unite
Farmers and La-
bor Men in Effort
to Get Socialistic
Legislation

EVENTY-ONE per &ent. of the
voling strength of the American
prople is centred in the farming

and lubor elements. To be specific,
Jabor represents 34 per cent. and the

farmers 37 per cent. Keep these nNg- |

ures In mind, for they bear directly
upon tho potentialities of the recent
labor food conference held at Cooper
Unlon.

Outeneibly the primary object of
the meeting was (o discuss the cost
of lving, but there were indications
thut another purpose was to bring
about w closer hond between the
farmer and the city worker. There
were obwervers who pointed question-
ingly to some of the dominating spirits
of the Cooper Unlon meeting and
fearkened back to that conference on
the high cost of Uving held at Kt
Paul, Minn, in Heptember last, when
Senator Robert M. La Follette made
his much criticised speech. It svas
then that the Non-Partisan League,
originally of North Dakota, made its
®ow on the stage of national politics,
#prang into the limelight, and started
things moving for a countrywide cam-
palgn to oust the generally recognised
political parties and to change indus-
trial conditions profoundly.

PBefore it 1s possible to visualize what
might come of the Cooper U'nlon meet-
ing, in which Commissloner John J. Dil-
on of the New York Btate Department
ot Foods and Markets, John Mitchell,
president of the Btate Food Commis-
and certain officers of the Na-

and review the latter day his-
fory A. C. Townley, the president
the Jeague. The story of this man
#o Interwoven with the fabric of the

ra

erganization that it {s quite impossible |

fo deal with one without dwelling upon
the other., To be exact, the league
might never have coms into being but
for the industrial dlsaster which upsst
Townley's dream of afftuence.

Froem Filax King te Politiclan.

In 1907, A. C. Townley, then #) years
ol, migmated to North Dakola wilth
Just money enough In hls pocket to
start himself on a homestead in the
western plains of that State. It was
not long afterward that his success In
flax growing won for him the sobriquet

of the “Bonanza Flax King of Golden |

ey."

In 1909 tha average yleld of flax
#eed In North Dakota, the greatest
flax growing Stats, was 9.3 bushels an
@cre, and the price on the farm was
#1857 a bBushel. That year Townley
tleared the tidy sum of $10,000 for his
flax alone. Profiting by his experi-
once, he kept adding to his acreage
sach season, and fnally took a chance
with nature to amass a sudden fortune.

He sowed 8,000 acres in flax. To
prepare the ground and plant the seed
he went into the market and bought
largely upon credit something like a
dozen traction engines and a great
array of farming
wwhich to cuitivate and to reap & great
harvest. The seeds germinated, the
flax matured abundantly, and his
flowering flelds undulated in the hreeze
iike & vea of shimmering blue.

It was a sight to gladden any one,
and Townley reasonably rejolced be-
eause flax seed was then selling well
above §2 a bushel. The planter had
almost within his grasp a matter of
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his erop frost dealt him n sudden Liow

October was hull gone ageavated his
losses. He wus auble to weallze upon
only 10 per cent. of his crop, and for
that the price was below $1 a bushel,
Instead of remaining North Dakotu's
flax King he becuame the State's bo-
nanza bankrupt, owing Implement
manufacturers and dealers {0 furm
machinery a sum ¢losa 1o §300,000.
This situation might have di#mayed
most men, but disaster heurtened
Townley, and with his dream of a
great live stock business dispelled
for that was what he intended to em-

made good—he caught the vision of a
political gospel which was to change
completely the financlal prospects of
his fellow farmers of North Dukota.
As an apostle of a new civie and
Industrial order intended to beiter
conditions for the agriculturist, Town-
ley possessed decided advantuges. Mo
had the native gift of an atiractive
personality, and his upbringing, train-
ing and life work made him familiar
with farming and the farmer's prob-
lems, He knew just how to get under
the skin of the tiller of the sl atd to
make him belleve that it was possilile
to bring about a lesislative millen-
ninm that would give the furmers of
North Dakota their rightful chance
and thelr just dues for the fruits of
| thelr toll,
|

Townley Sweeps North Dnkota,

For some years the farmers of the
Btate had Leen petitioning their legls-
Iative representatives nt the Btale cap-
ital to correct what they believed to

paid little or no attention to these
appealr. Accordingly Townley con-
celvad A non-parti=un movement which
should unite the awricultura! element
of North Dakota. which constituted 84
per cent. of the State’'s population,
The speclal cause for netion lay in
certaln alleged ahuses on the part of
the milling and grain marketing loter-
esta located for the moat part in Min-
mesota. Townley proposed nothing

machinery with [less than an agricultural leglslature

jand Judiclary, In other words, law-
ymakers and law Interpretors who
{should be In full sympathy with the
| furmers.

Towuley started his campalen early
1n 1815, and desplita the ridicule of the
recognized political parties, he went
on mustering his forves and
tho farmers to his catse
in 1018 dawned with

Election duy
his opponents

$125,000 and a net return upon s | ynalurmed and o downpour of rain

gamble of quite $100,000.
But nature was only playing with
bim. Before he could cut and harvest

throughout the State reasonnbly prome-

|
Ilswd to reduce the agricultural vote in

the outlying districts.

LINDBERGH

and an exceptionnlly early snow Liefores |

| TBuow the farmers believed North
Dukota faced a crisis, they braved the
storm, and when the ballots were |

counted It was found that the non- |

| partisan leaguers had carried the elec-
tluen by an overwhelming majority.

hark upon had his 8§00 acres of flax '

Ax Townley has pleturesquely ex-|
| preased 1t, “We elected almost every- |
I thing from the Governor down to the
lilog catcher.” Incidentally the farm- |
| vra sen) to Congress J. M. Baer, known |
previpusly as a newspaper cartoonist, |

The programme of legisiation which
the Non-Partisan League promised its |
supporters in North Dakota Included
the erection of Btate owned terminal |
elevators, the establishment of State |
owned packing plants, & campulsory
State hall insurance law and the in-
stitution of s rural credit system of
their own devising. In short, the |
Stute was to do what private capital |
had previously made possible, and the '

net result was to be little less than a
new constitution for North Dakota.

be economic eviia, bul the lawmakors |

winniug

The programme might have bLeen
put through but for twenty-four hold-
overs in the Btate Benate, who have |
stood squarely sgainst the passage of
the bills originating in the lower house.
A year ogo the lewgue membership
numbered 40,000; to-day there are 40«
pon enrolled, and the president of the
orgunizition says there will be 50,000
utider the bunner in 1918; in other
words, every farmer in the State will

i» fast overrunning the State of Min- |
nesots and I8 steadily guining in |
| be pledged to support the now thor-  neighboring Commonwealths in the |
| oughly reorganized league. There s | Northwest, It hins been sald by a)
| therefore zomething significant in Mr. ! writer for the St. Puul Dispatch, after
Townley's assertion that “the furmers  an extensive study of the situation:
are counting the days till they get a | “"What happened in North Dakota in
cruck ut those holdovers!™ | 1910 s In store for Minnesota In 1918,
|l possibly for Wisconsin, Towa,
Other Htates Invaded. | South Dukota and Nebraska, just as
Students of politicul Afalrs have |
cautioned the sceptical aralnst con-
fusing the Kansas Populists of the
‘00% with the National Non-Partisan
League now that it i« reaching out
bevond the contlies of North Dakota.
President Townley was Keen ¢noug®
to realize why other agrarian move-
ments failed, namely, they lucked a
directive head and they wers wofully
short of funds. e has seen (o it that
these detlciencles =hall nat mur the
prospects of his organization.
He assumed the headship of the
league after mature thought, and he
started out by reduiring every member

|
=ire as the sun rises in the east and |
sete in the west, unless meanwhile
conditions =hall have been so changed
us to make this new profeasion of |
polities uninteresting to the farmer or
a combination of other political Inter-
vuts can make 4 stronger appeal to the |

, lntelllgence of the voter,”

In Minnesota, whera the Natlonal
Non-Partisan lLeague has established |
its hendquarters, the farm vote, while
' predominating. has the lead by only a |
relatively small margin of & few thou-
| sands. Therefore the league hus set
about effecting a Merger or insuring
cooperation with the State Federation
to pay $4 u year in the way of @ cum-  of Labor. The recent conference at
palgn fund.  This was subsequently | Cooper Unlon reflected this purpose,
ridscd 1o £ o year-pledged for two | In the early part of September of

and achnowledsed as a eub- [ the present year the president of the |
seription to the league's publication, National Non-Partisan League gave'
the Nonpartiaan Leader. A little fig- | cut the following notice to the news-,
uring will show that these contribu. | papera of | “Monster Conference on
tions make up & very substantial war | the High Cost of Living'' to he held Ht!
chest for waging battle agninst politl- | 8t, Paul:
| il opposition, ] “A people’'s conventlon of organized

POLIC!

revolting agalnst political
abuses and corruption, have
turned upon their leaders in the clty

=~ REVOLT

HE pollcemen of Philadelphia, | tained an apparent najority by whole-

sale ballot box stuMng, bribery and

| other forms of political corruption.

Puolicemen were made or broken on

N LEAGUE MAY THREATEN OL

The National Non-Partlsan League | labor and orgunized furmers, called by !

the National Non-Partisan Leagus,
will be held In 8L Taul, Minn., Sep-
tember 18 to 20, Inclusive, to fight the
high cost of living.

“For the first time in the country's
history organized labor and organized
farmers wre joining hands to eliminate
thelr common enemy, the needless
parasitic Intermediaries between con-
sumers and producers and the monop-
ollsts, The reasibility and nevessianry
limitations of price fxing will be di=-
cussed by economists and statlsticlans
of national reputation, who will an-
&lyse the cost of production of the
staples of life and prices now charged

under alleged open competition, and |
data presented will be given the Gov- |
ernment to aid it in fixing such pricea !
The conference Is belng called |

to enable farmers and representatives
of other working classes to dlscurs the
common problems of
consumers.

*If hlgh prices for wheat mean
starvation for the ¢hildren of the poor
the farmers of the Northwest are will-
Ing to give up out of the earnings of
thelr own sweal and toll, but the
farmers wunt {o he sure that the
money thut comes out of their profits
does not stick in the pockets of greedy
millers and middlemen.

“This is not merely a farmers' prob-
iem. This I8 & consumers’ problem.
Thera soems to be an eflort on fi

in this country to-day to sct one class)
of workers over agalnst tho other. The |
offurt s being made to prove that the

cily workers have no interest in com-

DL

JOWN J. DILLON.

prohihit the Government settling the
wheat price, but wo insist that it go
down the line and fix the price on all
necessities,” Hecause of North Da-

INE PARTIES

| farmer leas for his wheat and

mon with the farmers; that the only | kota's inisfortuns, ths Government
| way to get cheap bread is to give the  price on wheat hit the farmers of that
that | Etate a hard blow, and stung by that |
the only way the farmer can reduce | fact the National Non-Plrllnn[
Lis cost of living is by making the | League, through Its president lndl
wugeworker take less. imhar officers, demanded at the con- |

“If tils game is not blocked It will fercnce and have since Insisted that |
reduce production in every line. It|rutes similarly below cost should be |
will discourage the farmners from pro-  fixed for the products of steel mills, |
ducing big crops and (t will mako'ccnl mines, the leather trude, the shoe |
labor discontented and InefMclent.” | industry, and so on, and for the rail-

The thing that inspired the St Paul | roads and other public utilities
conference was the Government's ac- President Townley Informed his
tion In fixing the minimum price of audlence at St Paul that “the
wheat at $2.20 & bushel. That Is to | profiteers demand tribute and are col-
say, the natlonsl authorities guaran- | lecting $4,000,000,000 & year more o |
tesed the farmer Lhat sum should he | profits In a war year than In time of |
have to sell his grain for less, but|peace. They are charging you at the
| 484 not limit the price if he could get | rata of $37 a bushel for your bread”
|more. Tn view of the wheat crops in | And agaln, “The war was begun by a
|Aultnlln. Argentina, &c., which are|great autocracy that must be de-

Results in North.
west ShowMenace
of Movement and
St. Paul Meeting
Was Denounced
as Seditious

1 In introducing Benator La Fulluite,
the president of the league Is teporivd
to have sald: “He has been more (o
about by thne kept press than anyhey

| olse, but he ta & man who fears noth -

| ing fn hell or heaven, whom thoso 1ol

IIml’a fear more than anybody else in

| all the world, but a man of wWhomn we

| are not afrald.” And Benator La ¥Fol.
| lette, responding to this, ls reported to
| have shouted: *“No orders from secret

! service employees will ba alile to

| throttle this great movement thut

stands for representative government

The mornilng following the close of
the convention u Minneapolls paper
remarked editorially: "There was onw
significunt feature of the speeches laxt
night. Never a word was uttered
urging unswerving support to the Gov-
ernment. True, the resolutions udopted
earlier had urged such asupport, bhut
| the speakera lust night devoted them-
| selves to criticlam, proteat, denuncla-
tion. And the audience Hked 11"

A Ht. I'aul paper thus summed up
the climax of tho conference: “If ot
of this hotbed of seditious haranguing,
this mischlevous endeavor to stir up

class prejudice, this anti-American
demonstration under the mask of a
discussion of economlo condltions,
there had come one molitary construc-
tive suggestion, one single preposal
pointing the way {o benefits to propln
generally or to the speclal class inter-
ests concerned, there would be at jeast
that much to be set up aguinst the
ranting of positive dicloyalty and
distorted soclalism. But ths confer-
enco ended without ene palliating or
redeeming circumstance.”

Seeks Labor Alllance.
1t the results already achleved hy

producers and'!

 reported to be large and which In case
1 of an sarly declaration of peace would
Jcuusa a big drop in the valun of the
staple, the Government for the sake
of the furmer has pledged the nation |
to face an ohligation which tnrght|
amount to many hundreds of mlllions
' of dollars. Furthermore some experta
say that the farmer !« making to-day
| not less than 16 per cent, on his out-
lay In the cuasi of every bLushel of
wheat sold at $2.20, and others are
positive that the return s in the
neightorhosd of §1.21,

The Farmers' Grievance,

Of course thess estimates are based
upon an average productlon of four-
teen bushels to the acre. 1nhapplly
Ihe wealther woas aguinst the wheat
growers of North Dakota this year
and, aceording to President Townley,
the yleld of wheat In the state did not
run above seven bushels to the acre.
Seven bhusliels ta the acre Is not a
crop; 1 In & fallure.

The gearonal cutcome was not un-
lke the chances faced by muny manu-
facturers, Tt was a Lardship, un-
deniably, and no doubt Mr. Townley s
correct In his statement thut each
bushel of North Dakota wheat cost
the furmer $3.00 to ralse, Tt s a fact
that the c¢ereal was bringing $1.06 a
hushel in the open moarket when the
Government fixed Price ut $2
aml even without interfrrence on the
purt of the Vederal authorities the
farmers of North Dakotn wera losing
when thelr mome fortunate follows {n
nther Ntates wera reaping extremely
handsome profits

Lynn J. IFrazler, Governor of North
Dakota, In speaking at the cnufrrnnrel

the

ot in Bt Paul, sald: “We den't wint to ! wagon with us."

IN PHILADELPHIA OUT

COME OF

| did

stroyed, but the greatest ally of that

autocracy s A group of ths samc

kind of gentlemen in this country,
Made lero of La Follette.

“Wan cannot bring liberty and de-
mocracy to the rest of tha world unless

we go to the rest of the world with |

clean  hands ourselves. Untll you
bring about true democracy here it
i Impossible to win the war for de-
mocracy. It will be impossible to con=-
vince the German people who are buy-
ing their bread for one-hulf what we
have to pay that they want any of
our  liberty and democracy. Mr.
Townley did not explain to his audi-
ence what sort of bread the Germans
were gelting for the price they pald.

. A. Lindbergh, s former Hepre- |

senitutive In Congress from Mlinnesota,
Informed the conference thit America
not “offer equal opportunity to
all”; und Dr. Samuel 1.
Colorado declared that “there ares only
two classes In  this country—the

skinned and the skinner.,”

Whatever might have been the effort
for the generul good originally under-

| Iying the high cost of living conferencve

fn St. Paul, it offered n welcome

chance to thoss of advanced soclalistie |

views to berate thie authorities by im-
plication if not in plain terms. There
wera lip service professions of alle
glancne the Governminent
fashion Congressman J. M, Eaer s re-
ported to have described the loyalty
of tho leagun:

“We are not ollmbing en a loyally
bandwagon. We are tha original
patriots. Now wo will Invita all the

1

others who ara making profits during |

tle war tn get on this patriotle band

Maxwell of |

In this!

this Furmers League In North Dakola
and the general spirit of the confer-
ence of ths natlonalized body at =t
Paul can be taken at their facs valus
| then the meeting held at Coopsr Union
| for the purpose of merging the Inter-
ests of the State farmers und the la-
borers of the cities deserves attention
'on the part of the entirs public. Ths
mood of the Natlonal Nomn-Partisan
Leugue s not conclliatory; Indeed,
class prejudice I8 strongly In evidaia
in the uttcrances of many of il
spokesmen.

1n the judgment of men who liave
analyzed the conduct of the National
Non-Partisan League since it law
stepped out of the confines of North
Dukota Its object s essentially politi-
cal and of & socialistic order. Them |1
nothing Utoplan in the professions of
the league's president. In his gpeech
at Cooper Unlon he suld:

““There 15 A great differences between
ralgjng wheat or potatoes and han-
dilng them. Somehody gets mora nr
handling one bushel of wheat than we
get for ten bushels. We decided ths!
if the farmers would handle the wlieat
they raised they would get $30.000,000
4 year more out of tho wheat crop
and that would ba §1,200 for ever’
son of a gun of a farmer [n Nort!
Dakota. ® * ¢

““We propose a most thoroigh «o-
vperation with the workers of the it
and we are poing to divide fifty-fift
We will do this through Etate owne!
elevators, Etate owned flour mllls an’
racking plants, YWhat wa are after i
Sorth Dakota s this $65,000.000 - -1hat
$1,200 aplece, Wa have got to have |
It wa don't get It wa cannot stav 'n
Narth Dmkota, Ths most imjpurta
part of o man’s business Ix v hat he

| getm™

iPension Possibility Only Reason Why Wholesale Walkout Does Not Take'l
| Place at Once—Men’s Demands Backed by Many Citizens _

‘employed in the Bureau of Folice 20« | posse

adminisiration and are threatening the wheel, it (s charged, according to
the complets disintegration of the mu-  the manner in which they acted in the
|

nlcipal protective aystem unless th"rit‘mpuigﬂ and accordlng to the vote
deman ased each cast on electlon day. Wholesale

ds for incre Wages mﬂ_dlhlllibl‘-ll‘i und trinls on trumped up
treatment as honest servants of the | charges have taken place, avcording
publio are granted quickly. | to the allegations of the policemen, and
Tast Tuesday between 2,000 and|the result Is that atfier decades of po-

Htleal nssessment and bulldozing by
8,000 out of approximately 4,000 men succesding  generations of politleal
s the majority of the policemen
tually voted In favor of proposals that : have turned upon leaders they accuse
Fecourse bo had to a strike or a gen- | @5 unworthy.

aral ; f they dun't get what they demand
1 I"Bc::‘m;ulnn from the city's "r'|thr}‘ can go to mumition plants or to
Nink; hursday a throng of them | gther Industrial establishments and

marched to the City Hall from every | get more money, they say.
distriot in the city and attempted to
Jay thelr demands before Mayor
Thomas B. mith, Willlam H. Wilson,
the Director of Publlc Rafety, and
City Councils. They wers forcibly dis-
persed by a hundred fellow policeman
on orders of Director Wilson,

No more remarkable development
than thls has coms !n the meries of
aventa which have shaken Philadel-
Phian out of its comfortable, careless
eourse n the last faew months. Rightly
taken, It Is part of a chain of occur-
#ences leading back to the murder of
& Philadelphla detective In the *“bloady

Demanda of the PFollce,

That appears to be about all thore is
to it. The one thing that 15 llkely to
hold them from uny such action as a
general resignatiom I8 the fact that
the c¢ity has malntained and they
have contributed to A pension fund
which assures cach man a regular in-
come after hia years of useful work
ure emded,

Here 1s what the policemen demand:

First—HRemove polltlcs from pollea
duty.

Second—Permit policemen to elegt
thelr own delegates to the pension
fund us provided by luw -

Third—Aboligh open votlng for po-

pension fund ystem to provide for a
president chosen from the ranks of the
| department.

Twelfth—HRetention in the depart-
ment of men actively assoclated with
| the organization of the Henevolent

Protective Association,

Briefly the demands eall for relief
from political Jdomination, open trials
| and en increase of $300 u vear for
levery policemnn.  They now 1evvive
$1.100 & yeur, Mo give this Increase to
4,000 policemer would mean thut the
elty's malary 1tm for this hurean
alone would be increased by §1,200,000
lin 1M8.  In view of the fuct that City
|Counells have lesa thun $2,000,000 1eft
for a reserve fund in 1918 after allot-
1li::g the fundas estimuted to acerue
]frum a tax rute that was boaoated A5
| per cent. above the current levy, such
(an inerease would completely cripple
the administrution ond bring it out on
the debit rather than the credit side at
the end uf next year,

By many obxervers of the develop- | 1t 1o hud u stur chamber hearing, |

|ments of the present year the situa-
tion is regarded as a case of “chickens
coming hiome ta ropst.'”

Organized to Get Mellef,

Mumy months ago a  polleeman
namad Harry I Johns and some of
his friends orgunized the I"olicemen’s

opponents as an organization backed | evil of oral voting, as a patrolmun|testing polleemen fast

by politici!l enehiles of the city ad-
ministration whose purpose was to
embarruss it. There |8 no doubt that
efforts were mude to stamp it out and
thiat they falled

Then the Fifth wird scandal came
along and the assoclation hastened to
condemn the conspiracy which
brought it on and the methods of po-
tHtlcal domination which had debased
the pulice system,

War on Assoclation.

I The result was & war of extermina-
!tinn, Johons was dropped from the
police foree the other day. The charge
against him wus “conduct unbecoming
an officer” in that he had used hia
power as a policeman in trying to col-
lect an old blll for $6.50 from a lucal
grocer who had owed it for years. Tha
debt was due to a firm for which Johns
lonce wmcted ns collector. Johns de-
clares the charges were a frameup,

!and says that he will fight In the
|cuur!u for reinstatement

| llea force came on tha evae of the
mecting of patrolmen membera of the
assoviation, which wus called for the
purpose of votlng on nactlon to be
taken, Indignation was so EgEreal

had |

Fifth” ward on the day of the primary
elections, Beptember 1%  Wholesile
charges of police consplracy and cor-
ruption grew out of that scandal, and
kigh officlals of the Police Department
and even the Mayor have been ac-
cused of being Implicated directly or
indirectly in the wholesale thuggery
which marked the Lattle for political
supremicy between Republican fae-
tions in the Fifth werd—which, by the
way, is the home of Independence Hull,

Following the Fifth ward scandal
came the formation of a Town Meet-
Mg party which within & month hed
organized throughout the eity and
Wwith the help of an arouscd citizenry
waged a battle whilch made the elec-
tinn returns g0 close thst n eltywide
contest of the count Is naw on In the

eouris In an «ffort 10 prove that the

organization candidates for office obe |

liee pension fund candidates wa adopt-
ed to keep sergeants and leutenants
friendly to  the administration in
churge af the fund hooks,

Fourth—Obtaln a full accomnting of
the penslon fund and make publje all
the accounts,

FFifth—Recognition of the Patrol-
men's Benevolent Protective  Asso-
tlation by the Mayor und the Depart-
ment of Publio Safety.

Hixth—Incrense of sanlary and the
establishment of n pay sehedulo glving

a YOur.

Seventh —Abolltlon af the “ginks" or
police sples detalled to prefer churges
ngninst palrolmen wha refuse ta ubide
| by politicnl orders.

Elghth—Abolition of all polltical as-
| HerMINIENLS,

Ninth--Aboulitlon of
UNHOESTIONLN,

Tenth - Reorganization of the trial
Favateom with full pablicity of chturges
pand  open Inspection of  widntes  of
| trinis

stntion house

l l'Ih-\'tnl'll-—Rtiur.:mua.-yun uf  police
r

use of thae police power which swas

could not expect decent treatment
| from a superior officer wlhom he open-
ly repudiuted for a place on the pen-
sion fund committee. Instead, It was
declured, a secret ballot shonld be (n-
stituted.

etlough, &0 a
squad of mounted policemen was
called upon and these, led by Lient.
Buehler, who was mounted, rode into
and through the crowd, breaking it
up and forelng the demonstirators back
| ieross tho street,

Matters camae to a ead on Thurs- |

trolmen were presented (o Uity Coun-|

Leils by Francis ¥ Buarcel the niresident
of the Counvilmanic Associatlon of
Philadelphia and floor leader of the re-
form, ur anti-asdministration, forces in

[ the Councils,

President Johns of the Pautrolmen’s
Amsociation hnd nsked all the memnbers
who were off duty and who could ar.
rive in time to come to the plaza of

| the Clity Hall, where a demonstration

would Le made bepenth the windows '

of Mayor Smith., Early in the day
city officlaly refused m permit for the
|rally on the plaza—a
| under local laws for the holding of
meetings In publie places, The orders
that no permit should be Issued are
| sald to have come direct from Director

The dropping of Johns from the po- \_\‘lluon of the Depariment of Publtc:

[ Safety,

l Demonstration at Clty Hall,

| Lest the policemen should try to
| hold the meeting and demonstration

Awsoclation ny a protest againat mis- | o0 gro e the treatment their | Inside of the City Hall after being re-

day last when the demunds of the pa- |

requirement |

Intlmidation Charged.

I Vinally President Johins motiged 1o

cill Bs men off aud ordercd thein to
B¢ to the association headguarters,
which s near by, The police guurd was
 kept un the pluza, however, and was
yinereased to 300 men so that the pires-
ence of the guard for the ensuing hour
mnda as blg a demonstration as that
of thelr protesting fellows earlier in
the alterucon. Finally this pollce
guard was withdrawn after the Tatrol-
men's Assoclation had sent word that
Its men would not try to assemble
again at the Clty Hall

During the entire session of the Clty
Councils the corridors wera patrolled
by deteetives In plaln clothes whose |
duty was to prevent a demnnztruunni
In the municipal building, !

"No detall of police {5 necsssary to
break up our ieceting,” sald Johns
later,  “Counclla Finance Commiitee
| had promisged us a hearing, but wo did
not have our resolutlon prepared and 1
went to the City Hall personally and
told the men to dlsperse,

RO"

pension fund from cach of the station
houses In the ¢ity had resulted in the
scating of twenty-three of the organ-
izatlion’'s candidates against twenty-
five whoe will line up with the city ad-

ministration’s policies and vote to re- |
tikn the present officers of the pension |

fund., AL that, the oflicers of the as-
#ociistion say the police Hrutenants had
to vole pollecemien who have joined the
army antl gone elsewhera in order to
Evt the shitn majority of the delegates
son by e police heads,

The associntion i aconsed directly
by sdministration Jeaders of stirving
up wll this strife because it s allied
with the Town Meating party politl-
cilly and sgainst the city administra-
tion.  The policemen reply thut they
have little to thank the administration
for and much with which to blume it

They go back 1o the lust session of
the Peunsylvania Tegislature, when a
sories of bills were
hacked more or less insistently by the
Peurose faction of the Republican
niembership. These hills provided sach

| drastie penalties for politicul activity

or Lhe soliciting of pulitical contribu-
tions by the police that they would
have completely wiped politica from
the vocabulary of every policeman in
the department.

The leaders of the forces which are
allled with the present
tration, which in turn s tied up to the
Vare faction in Phlladelphla, fought
thiese Lills {0 the Jegislature und drove
them off the tloor 4 number of times
by strategle maneuvring. Finally the

"TEN POLIT

introduced and |

¢ty adminis- |

structed all its members to contributs
no meney to the Republicap organis
tion. Most of the memhers ohetelthn
| Instructions and o8 a resy't
| mora or less hot water lu tieit t
|

|

arn

tienlar distriot station houses

How the matter will end i
possible now Lo ray, The hot beade!
members of the assoclation ore ¢
ing for a wholesale resignation {ron
the police force at once. Wiss v
counsel negotlation with the « 18
tration and a general walkout oo 10
cember 31 unless the demat 7 the
assoviation are  mranted. oo o0
Johns of the ussociation indicaten ¢
s tho courmo thar =

the latter
taken,

Meanwlille, the efforts of thoe
Istration and particulariy of I+
Wilson to stamp out the rehellic s
sociation are belng watched wit’
terest by tha publle and by §
leaders in the clty, 1t appears
matter of a weok or more before "
cause of the protesting bluecoats o
be taken up by the Penross fa
the Iepublican party and some +
crisls forced upon the Smith aluin s
| tration.

If the Mayor and hls gdvisers (0 170
Clty Councils are forced to grant the
demand for increased pay It |-
upon as certain that a deluege of
demands for Increases will 1
frmn every department of t! "
govermment,  Already the ey
of the Water Bureau arn on !
| path for more pay. If the ju

hills were placed In tha cemetery of |

more money these employees w

bringing the men as public =ervunts
fnto bad repute, The organization was
founded on the principle that polico-
men had the right to act honestly and
dAocently nnd think as freemen, just
like men employed in any privite en-
terprise,

| Johns began to meect trouble at once
and It came from verlous mysterious
#ources which finally seem to have

president hid received that the threats fused permission to hold it on the ong. |

*But these bulldogs on duty thers,

of w mass resignation becams more
| thun & threat “for purposes of publi-
wition only.”

| In puarties of & hundred or more the
| policemen came from every corner of
| the city on Tueaday last and wvoted
for the demands that had been framed.
On Wedneaday the elections of repre-

slde, orders were Issued that no police-
men In uniform wers to be admitted
| to the eesslon of City Counclls which
| was held in the afternoon.

The members of the assoclation be-
'gan to assemble on the street early
|in the afternoon. Some were in plain
| clothes, but most wers In thelr uni.
forine. Immediately Capt. Mills of the

sentutives to the directorate of the|

especially the mounted men, acted in
such w way thiat ey wroused the
anger of my men, Some of tlie men
| were nearly run down by the mounted
police, So I thought the best thing
to do wus to get my men together and
bring them over to the headqnarters
of the association™

| “This Is the most flagrant attempt

undisposed of legislation at the end
of the session.

Adminisiration In Dilemma,

1f these bills had Leen passed at
that time and had bevn signed by the
Governor they would have placed tlie
entire police system of the city on a

piar with the finest of metropolitan

& right to mom also, and theo
[ follow in qulck succesalon « 1
from the Fire Bureau and {1 mn
ous groups of employees In 1o
partment of Public Works

In consequence of A svries oF
traordinary events this moven
becoming the very crux of the
tinn Iin Philadelphia, bhoth po!
and financially. ¥For that

reas

pension fund took place, and called

“got" him. He was In a police station
| » e | definitely to the public attention one

Ithen it the far southwestern corner of

Suddenly he was transferred “for the | Men to the effect that the rules gov-
kood of the service” to a section In the | ¢rning the administration of the pen-
| far northeastern section, which by |#ion fund should be changed so that
trolley 1s a full sixteen miles from his | the patrolmen could themselves slect
| homo and not much less ns the crow | the president of the fund.

| files, Thinga began to happen alse to| This is a direct repudiation of Direc-
the plonesrs In the assoclation, But | tor Wilson of the Depariment of Pub-
Itrouble seemed to bring sympathy for | lce Safely, who i1 ex officlo the preal-
‘ the men throughout the police force | dent of the pension fund under present
nnd sqund after squoad of bluecoats | rules, The policemen don't want him
| Jolned the erganization, | to hiead the fund and they do want to
| From dozens {ts membership grew to | choose wome one to head it them-
Lunidreds and from hundreds to thou- =elvesa, The election of delegates on
sands. It was labelled gencrally by Itul‘\'ednudur. it was argued, proved the

/

traMc squad was assigned to head a|
|detuil of pollcemen them on duty!
| whose orders wers to prevent the|

patraimen §1.400 nnd sergeants $1,600 | tho city and his home was neur by, |9f the demands mado by the patrol- ! ...

These policemen on duty were scat-|
tered through the crowd, which had
grown to about 600 members of tha|
police force in a half hour. The pro-|
| testing policemen  were told imme- |
| dlutely that the meeting could not be
| held and they separated into groups
to talk it over. They were slow to dis.
perss, and Capt. Mills, Lisut. Suehler |
and Lieut. Duffy marshalled thelr po- |
lice guard of 100 men and went|

That didn't appear to move the pro-

~
A

e

through the crowd of their fellows in- ' sociation throughout the reity
slsting they would have to “move on"'lnhn!m in the announcement made that !

to Intimidate our organization that the
pollce officlals have yet made” said
Harry Al Dickerson, the financlal sec- |
retary of the assoclation. "It's all rot
to say that the subway excavations
malke It dangerous. There have hecn
many meetings In the Intereat of re-
cruiting on the plaza.”

Dickerson came up for trial yestor-
day before tho Police Board on churges
that he had absented himself without
leave, and he declares It Is a forrgone
conclusion that he, llke Johns, will be
dropped from the force |

The strength of the Benevolent As.

forces, Apparently, however, the poli-
ticlans controlling the local sdminis-
tration couldn’'t bear 1o give up a
source of rich revenue In assessmoents
and the most powerful political
weapon that a boss can wield in time
of strife.

Thut the last electlon fuw free wuse
of the police ln many parte of the city
both at and after the primaries I8 ad-
mitted by most Philadelphlans. There
I plenty of evidence too that the
police as well a# all other oMiceholders
were compelled to contribute when it
came time 1o scitla the lust of the ma-
war ' chilne s expenres in the election
The Patrolmen's Association refused
the election of delegutes to the pnucnltn pay this political levy and fn-

{

-~

| adminlstrution oficials wre

P
tn make u desperate effort to bre
Policemen’s Assoclation in oruer
save thamselves,

Ohservers goo In the movemen!
other lever which eventually
used to help threw from prmer !
present administration and the V
leadership of the city which o
It Certuin it Is that the resvo!
one of the signs that poliut more
wes ponvincingly to the probabilin
chiuotle conditions in the clty g
ment during the nexe vear--
which mauy finally smash an ade
istration that has hean Py e
hot water almaost since the day 1!
into ofMoa

el

i
in
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