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A Life of Jonathan Trumbull Light on Russia's Theatre
Isaac W. Stuart had written

SINCE
Life of Jonathan Trumbull, Sen.,

in 1&19 no ono had emulated his work
until the of the
.Revolutionary Governor of Connecticut
decided to write another biography out
of veneration for bia distinguished an-

cestor.
This later biographer was also a Jona-

than Trumbull; but he died, as we learn
from a prefatory note, in May of last
year before he could read the proofs of
his narrative, and so the work was com-- '
pleted by his son. In writing of Gov.

Trumbull it is plain his descendant wished
to put Connecticut in the best light pos-

sible during Jonathan Trumbull's lifetime,
and particularly in the first part of the
Revolutionary war, and that he wps de-

sirous of adding every possible hr-l-re to
the great Trumbull's memory.

Tho result does not make for a very
brilliant piece of biography, since the
forced assumption concerning Trumbull's
thoughts and actions have no historical
basis and tend to diminish the reader's
impressions of the simple, hard working
farmer and merchant who became a judgt
and later Governor of his native State.
Another forced episode is the effort made
to trace the Connecticut Trumbulls back
to that brawny Scot who saved Robert
the Brucu from violent death Tiy catching
and throwing a bull that was about to
attack the King. In view of the fact
that this family had a real ancestor in
tho person of one John Trumble, a cooper,
who settled at Rowley, Mass., in 1C35, it
might have been as well to have eliminated
that passage.

II.
We get the first glimpsed of Jonathan

in the village of Lebanon, Cotfc., where
he was born in 1710 and where his father
was first a farmer and later a merchant
with an ambition that his sons should
have a good education. In spite of thev
rock bound simplicity of American life
at that time there was snobbery abroad in
New England. We learn this through the
episode of his "reverend" tutor failing to
recognize Jonathan's father when lie met
the "countryman" Trumbull in Boston,
and also from the fact that when he en-

tered Harvard at the age of 13 Jonathan
was placed tiventy-sevent- h in the eocial
list of the class because he was a faimer's
&on. Jonathan lived to see a Tru-nbul- l

at the head, socially, of his Harvard ttlass.

That Jonathan was a "miser" is shown
by the manner in which when he returned
from college he used to talk to the farm-

ers in the fields during their nooning
and act as umpire at their theological
disputes. The ministry was his earliest
goal, but after the loss of his brother at
sea Jonathan had to help his father in
his business ventures. It must have been
poor help, for when he was approaching
fifty Jonuthan was practically bankrupt,
and it was only his good name and his
reputation for earnestness and hard work
that saved him from legal proceedings
instituted by his creditors. Meanwhile,
along with his business career, Jonathan
had been slowly climbing the political and
office holding ladder. In one respect he
wa3 un unsatisfactory ancestor, from

a descendant biographer; hN

note books of his acts while in the Assem-

bly, &c, yield absolutely no "local color.'
But then, if every man were a Pcpya
there would have been no immortality for
Samuel in the keeping of his shorthand
journal.

III.
Trumbull held public oflk--e in Connecti-

cut continuously from 173G to 1783, when

he declined the rcnomination for Gov-

ernor, completing his term in the
following year. Besides serving in the
Assembly, on the bench and as Chief
Executive of the colony he had some

military training rjid rose to the rauk of
colonel" in the militia, "but saw little
service in the war with France.''
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agitation over the "neglect" of Major-Ge- n.

Clarence Edwards by the War
Department it is amusing to read that
Trumbull "saw, too, his own Connecticut
General, Lyman, ignored in the official
Tcport of the battle of Lake George,
which was won "through his bravery and
generalship, and for which William John-
son of New York was made a baronet."
The British Government of that day
apparently also had its Bakers.

Trumbull's long training as a public
spirited man of business, office holder and
judge all fitted hiin to be the distinguished
Governor that he was. On his guberna-
torial record his fame rests. His letter
to Gen. Gage, written on receipt of the
news of Lexington, fully exhibited his
character and his American patriotism.
And the celerity with which Connecticut
responded to the call for what we now call
preparedness also showed his mettle.
Then came the raising of militia regi-
ments, with the squabbles that were a
notorious part of our early military
history; how were these troops to be used

were they to stay at home and defend
the shores of Connecticut or go to Cam-

bridge, where Washington wa3 trying to
assemble an army?

Trumbull and Washington had a rather
sharp interchange in .the beginning of the
mobilization, but this difficulty was soon
straightened out and they remained life-

long friends. One does not find here
Washington's references to the fact that
"Connecticut wants no Massachusetts
man in her .corps, Massachusetts think
there is no necessity for a Rhode Islander
to be introduced into hers," nor to, "The
Connecticut troops, upon whom 1 reck-

oned, are p.3 far backward, indeed, if pos-

sible, more so than the people of this
Massachusetts colony." Neither do we

find Washington's plaint, "The Connecti-
cut troops . . . resolved to leave
camp. Many went off, and the utmost
vigilance and industry were used to

them. Severaljjot away with
their arms and ammunition."

It was shortly after this that Gen.
Schuyler wrote to Washington, "Nothing
can surpass the impatience of the troops
from the New England colonies to get
to their firesides," an outburst of ironic
humor not uncommon among general olli- -.

cers of the. Continental Army in those
days. Connecticut was properly ashamed
of these men, it appears, in this narrative,
but the Assembly voted to pay them
nevertheless on the ground that they be-

lieved they had the right to do as they
did. Time never changes the mental
attitude of the American legislator to-

ward the enlisted man.

IV.
As dovetailing with the, life of Gov.

Trumbull at the outbreak of the Revolu-
tion there is described the work of his
sons, Joseph, the Commissary-Gener- al of
the army for a brief period, and John,
the soldier and famous painter of al

scenes. His efforts to straighten
out Gen. Schuyler's troubles in the North-e-

army illustrate Trumbull's character
at its finest. On tfyis biographer's showing
there seems to be no basis iu fact for
allegations which have been made that

. Gov. Trumbull was connected with the
tfonway Cabal.

It i3 also told how Trnmball aided
Oavid Bushnell, the inventor of the first
marine torpedo; how he accepted an
honorary membership in the Society of
the Cincinnati to show "his sympathy
with the great Washington, the first President--

General' of the society" an act by
.which Trumbull "placed himself in a

position in which he stood opposed to a
majority of the freemen of Connecticut.
This, with his pronounced views in favor
of federalism, caused him much concern
and anxiety for the cause he had done so
much to save, and made the last year of
his long term of public service a year
which brought but little enjoyment of the
blessings of peace." Trumbull retired to
his home iu Lebanon in 1784 and lived on
the produce of his farm and his share in
naval prize money, the whole enabling
him to "eke out his humble, unostentatious
livelihood." He died in August of the
following year. On learning of his death
Washington wrote a letter of sympathy
to Trumbull's son, also a Jonathan, wldch
ends with this homely passage: "My prin
cipal pursuits arc of a rural nature, in
which I have great delight, especially as I
am blessed with the enjoyment of good
health. Mm. Washington, on the con-

trary, is hardly ever well." W. B. M'C.
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TO U3 ordinary theatregoers who
have to buy our tickets the Rus-

sian theatre has long been held up by
those who know as an example of all that
our own theatre lacks. Mr. George Jean
Nathan never goes to a drama in that
district where the bright lighting so
troubles the fuel authorities without be-

ing reminded of some trifle or other so
much better done in Omsk or Odessa.
And we have come to believe that if wc
could only run to Moscow or the Nevsky
Prospekt for a matinee we should be re-

freshed with a glimpse of real sliced life.
Mr. Oliver M. Sayler felt all this so

strongly that he actually went round the
globe for a matinee or two. He has
come back with a book about what he
found in the theatres of Moscow and
Petrograd. He arrived iu Russia on the-ver-

first day of the revolution, but those
fen days that shook John Reed only
closed the theatre for two weeks, and hi
spite of ubiquitoite goosesteppers and
machine guns Slr.Sayler was able to fol-

low a full season.
"Out of their sorrows the Russians

have buildcd their art. To the Russians
the theatre is not a refuge for idle amuse-
ment." Russians go to the theatre to find
some explanation of the perplexities of
this life. And since we others go rather
in a demi-tass- e frame of mind we arc in-

clined to pronounce such products of the
Russian stage as have found their way
here "very interesting" with a somewhat
blank intonation. We are too thrilled by
the dramatic suspense of a possible
Christinas bonus to be moved by the
problems of a race who are verbose on
the joy of living.

It is becanse we expect fz-o- that dif-

ferent outlook something very different"
indeed, with a novelty that shall be to us
bracing, that wc arc disappointed when
the Moscow Art Theatre appears so con-
servative in Mr. Sayler's pages and to be
bound by those same prejudices that the
new movement in the theatre must fight
here. It is conservative, an object of at-

tack for all the New movers. Realism
reached its height in the Moscow Art
Theatre, aud Mr. Sayler pays it the high-
est tribute which can be paid the stage
in writing that the actors there seemed to
him "to live their lievs in front of me
in such a way that their joys and sor
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rows became clear to me even if they
themselves did not understand." An en-

viable sensation. But he might be a lit-

tle more definite on just how he was car-
ried into such an empyrean.

The theatre that most stirs our curi-

osity is the Kamerny at Moscow, "where
the unfettered imagination is its inspira-
tion, which inevitably in this day means

cubism and futur-
ism." And though America, 3,000 miles
from the front, was so preoccupied mak-

ing preparations to carry the youngest
chorus girls inland in case of a German
invasion that the theatre fell flat, in Rus-

sia at the same time this experiment in
the theatre was begun and the house soltl
out to see Wilde's Salome, Paul Claii-del- 's

L'Echange, De Bussy's Box of Toys
and Shakespeare's Merry Wives of
Windsor.

Mr. Sayler is very grave about his
work, very aware of the importance of
the Russian theatre to the world and very
conscientious in recalling all the little
thrills it gave him, a3 well as how he got
his free seats. Unless one has the pleas-
ure of knowing him it is not learning a
great deal to know that a certain play
held him in its spell for three days. But
ho has brushed away much rubbish of
romancing about this theatre that has
held the world's uninformed admiration
so long. He has catalogued its achieve-
ment and sketched its aims. And he has
thrown light on the consequences of an
enthusiasm for a stage that docs not neeil
press agents and blurb to fill its house.-- .

J. C. M.

THE RUSSIAN' THEATRE UNDER THE
REVOLUTION. Bv Ouvek M. Sayi.ek.
Uoston: Little, Brown & Co.

((,T T is said- - by The Bool; Monthly,
London "that Mrs. Humphry

Ward is going to write a book about
Dorothy "vVordsworth. Such a book, with
her knowledge of the Wordsworths and
the Lake country, would be extremely in-

teresting. Let us hope, therefore, that
she will write it, even if it were to delay a
new Mrs. Humphry Waril novel." Let
us, indeed. Let's hope she'll write a shelf
full about "all the Lakers, in and out of
place" even if it were to delay, &c, m'hs
die.
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MARE NOSTRUM
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By VICENTE BLASCO IBANEZ
romance of a Spanish captain, a second Ulysses, whose

THE afloat and ashore reach their dramatic climax in
Mediterranean campaign against German submarines.

A story even more profoundly moving than Ibanez's "Four
Horsemen," with a richly magnificent background of Mediter-
ranean legend, history and archeology for the last thousand years.
Leading reviewers give this book first place among the year's novels

Price $1.90 net, atall booksellers
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TWO ABSORBING NEW NOVELS:

THE FARMER
ROARING RUN THIS the

MORE

By
MARY DILLON

latest novel by the
UUUIVi Ul A ilk. AXWVJW VIU 4tSl

Louis." It is a thoroughly delight-
ful romance, full of humor and

lively dialogue and adventure, about many different types of people, and
set in the wild woods and picturesque farm lands of Virginia. Price $1.75.

By
ERNEST OLDMEADOW

COGGIN THIS new novel by the author of
"Antonio" and a number of other
books nas already received a flat-

tering reception in England, where
it has just been published. It is an exquisitely told story of a big-soul-

boy hungry for the fine things of civilization and a great-hearte- d preacher
who opens the way for their attainment. Price $1.75.

Published by The Century Co. . New York City
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