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for writers on law to impute lo republics, from tha older Stales, ih great numbers.Straits of Fuca,Sof u hundred and fifty
miles; making the wpole extent of sea

spot, ure herewith laid before Congress.
When be visited the country, there were

nations; irnnquillity at home and peaceful
relations abroad constitute the true perma-
nent policy, of our. Country. '.War, the araalrMilv nreDarine to seek new home J&efeeiu:f:fin :8enais and House

underline benignant Erbvidericesof !an
Almighty Qad' the Representatives' of the
Stales and tho People are again brought
together to' deliberate for the public Rood.

..Tha gratitude of the Nation to the Sove- -

h jr- - i o ; ; -- Jt
in these inviting regions.

Shall the dissimilarity of the domestio r

institutions in the different. States" prevent
us from providing'or them suitable' govern- -

ments, as these institutions existed at th .

adoption of tha constitution but the obstacle
which they interposed were overcome by t
that spirit of compromise Which is aoW in- - -
yoked 1 In a conflict of opinions or of in- - ?

tereste, real ar imaginary, bstween ,differ- -
. .

H-- . reign Arbiter of human events, should be

f

commensurate with the bounteous blessings
Voice enjoy.' Peace, plenty and con-
tentment reign throughout our borders, and
Otir j be?ove4.oountr. preanij .u(jliouk
tooral spectacle to the world. "

.
' .v

I'Tbe troubled and unsettled condition of
ome of the principal European Powers

haa had a, necessary tendency to check
fend embarrass trade, and to depress prices
throughout all commercial nations; but
notwithstanding these causes the United
States, with their abundant products have
fell their effect less severely than any
other country, and all our great interests

ra still prosperous and successful.;
, in reviewing the treat events" of the
eari and contrasting the agitated and dis

lurbed state of other countries with our
own tranquil and happy condition, we may
Congratulate oursel yes that we are- - the
most favor J people on the face of the
earth. While the people of other coun
tries are struggling to establish tree insti
tutions, under which man may frovern him
elf, we are in the actual enjoyment of

them; a rich inheritance from our lathers.
J While enlightened nations of Europe

lre convulsed and distracts J by civil war
r intestine strife, we settle all our politi-

cal controversies by the peaceful exercise"
fine right of freemen at the ballot box.

Tks great Republioan maxim, so deeply
engraved on the heart of our people, that
the will of the majfirity constitutwnally
expressed, shall prevail,- - is bur sure safe
guard against force and violence. It is a

ubject. of just pride that our fume and
character a nation continue rapidly to
advance in the estimation of. the civilized
world. Ta our wise and free institutions
it is to be attributed, that while other ca-
tions have achieved glory at the price of
the suffsring. distress, and impoverishment
ef their people, we have won our honora-
ble position 'in the midst of un uninterrupt-
ed prosperity, and of an increasing indi-yidil-

al

comfort and happiness. I am bap-- 1'

p) to inform you that our relations with
all nations are friendly- - and pacific. - Ad-

vantageous treaties of ' Commerce have,
bee concluded within the last four years
witb New Grenada, Peru, the two Sicilies,
Belgium, Hanover, Oldenburgh, Mecklen-bdrg-

and Schwerin. Pursuing our ex-

ample, the restrictive system . of Great
Britain, our principal foreign customer,
bat been relaxed; a more liberal commer-
cial policy has been adopted by other en-

lightened nations, and our trade has been
greatly enlarged and extended. Our coun-tiy- -

stands higher in the. respect of the
World than at any ther period.' To con-lint- ie

to" occupy this proud position, jt is
only necessary to preserve peace, and
faithfully adhere to the great and funda-

mental principle of our foreign policy, of
in the domestic concern

of other nations. -- We recognize in all

ernments which had been established over
New Mexico had ceased to exist. Impres-
sed with the necessity of establishing Ter-
ritorial Governments over them, 1 recom-
mended the subject to the favorable con-
sideration of Congress, in my message
communicating the ratified treaty of Peace,
on the 6ih of July last, and invoked their
action at that session. Congress adjourned
without making any provision for their
government. The inhabitants, by the
transfer of their country, had become enti- -

(tledjo the benefits of our laws and consti--
lution.VrTj yeTwer
regularly oganized government, Since
that time the very limited power possessed
by the Executive has been exercised to
preserve and protect them from the inev-

itable consequences of a state of anarchy- -

The only government which remained was
lhat established by the military authontiy
during the war. Regarding this to be a
aeJaclo government, and that by the pre
sumed consent of the inhabitants it might
be continued temporarily, they were ad
vised to contorm and submit to it lor a
short intervening period, before Congress
would again assemble and could legislate
upon the subject. I he views entertained
by the Executive on this point are contained
in a communication ol the Secretary ol
State, dated the 7th of October last, which
was forwarded for publication lo California
and New Mexico; a copy of which is here-
with transmitted.

The small military force of the regular
army which was serving within the limits
of the acquired territories at the close of
the war, was retained in them, and addi-

tional forces have been ordered there for
the protection of Ihe inhabitants, and to
preserve and secure the rights of the Uni-
ted Slates. .

No revenue has been of could be collec-
ted at the ports in California, because Con-

gress failed to authorize the estrblishment
of Custom Houses, or the appointment of
officers for that purpose.

The Secretary of the treasury, by cir
cular letter addressed to Collectors of the
Custom on the 7th day of October last, a
copy of which is herewith transmitted,
exercised all the power with which ha was
invented by law.

In pursuance of the act ol the 14th ol
Aug. last, extending the benefit of our
Post Office laws to the people of California,
the Postmaster General has appointed two
agents, who have proceeded, the one to
California, and the other to Oregon, With

authority to make the necessary arrange-
ments for carrying its provisions into ef-
fect.

The monthly line of Mail Steamers from
Panama to Astoria has been required to
"stop and deliver and take mails at San
Diego, Monterey, and San Francfsco."--Tkes-

mail steamers, connected by the
Isthmus of Panama with the line of Mail
Steamejs on the Atlantic between New
York and Chngres, whli establish a regular
mail communication with Ualilcrnia.

It is our solemn duty to provide, with
the least practicable delay for New
Mexico and California, regularly organiz
ed territorial governments. The causes of
ihe failure to do this at the last session of
Congress are well known, and deeply to
be regretted, with tne opening prospects
of increased prosperity and national great
ness which the acquisition of these rich and
extensive territorial possessions afford, how
irrational it would be to forego or reject
these advantages, by the agitation of a do-

mestic Question which is coevil with the
existence of our gouernment itself, and lo
endanger by internal stnles, geographical
divisions, and heated contests for political
Dower, or for any other cause, tne Harmo
ny of the glorious union of our confederat-
ed States; that Union which binds us to-

gether as one people, and which for sixty
years has been our shield and protection
aga'nst every danger, lu the eyes of the
world and ol posterity, now trivial ana

will be all our internal divis-

ions and struggles compared with the pres-

ervation of the Union of the States, in all
its vigor and with all its countless bless-

ings! No patriot would ferment and ax-ci- te

geographical and sectional divisions.
Ho lover ot his country wouia aeneeraieiy
calculate the value of the Union. Future'
generations would look with amazement
on the folly of such a course. Other na-lio-

of the present day would look upon
it with astonishment; and such of them as
desire to maintain and perpetuate thrones
and monarchial or aristocraucal principles,
will view it with exultation and delight.be- -

.aiittn in il thev wii! see the elements of
faction, which they hope must ultimately
overturn our system. Ours is tha great
examDle of a free d Republic,
commanding the admiration and tha imita
tion of all the lovers ot peace, tnrougnoui
the world. How solemn, theretor, is tne
duty, and how impressive is the call upn
all parts or our country, to cultivate pat-

riotic spirit of harmony, of good fellow- -

Kin of enmnromise. of mutual concess
ions in tha administration of the incompar- -

nhieavBtem of government formed by our
Fathers in the midst of almost insuperable
difficulties, and transmitted to ua with the
injunction lhat we ahould enjoy it aieas-ing- s

and hand it down unimpaired to those

who may come alter usi -

In view of the high and responsible du-

ty which we owe to ourselves and to man- -
V .... . -- 4.1. --nil'kind, I think you may do j"
present session to approacn mo UJu,....
of the only domestic question which sen-.,.- i

tkrenten of orobablv ever can

threaten, to disturb thexharmony and auc
eneratinkl Sf all IF BVBteHI

The immensely valuable posseasiona ol

New Mexico and uajiiornm o

inhabited by a considerable population,
t ,.n,A Ko their great fertility, their min

i iih their commercial advantages

and the palubrity of the climala, amlfranto

a want of that unity, concentration of pur
pose, .and vigor ot execution; which are
generally admitted to belong to monarch!
chial and and aristocratic forms: and ibis
feature of popular government hss: been
supposed to display itself more particularly
in the conduct of a war carried on in an
enemy's country. "

The war in Mexico his developed most
strikingly and conspiculously another feat
ure in our institutions. It is, 'that without
cost to the Government, .or xlaigrsto oar.
liberties,9 we have in the bosom of our so-

ciety of freemen, available in a just and
necessary ' war, virtually a standing army
of 2.000 000 of armed citizen soldiers,
such as fought the battles of Mexico.

But our military strength does not con-
sist alone in our capacity for extended and
successful operations on land. The Navy
is an important arm of the national de
fence. If the services of the Navy were
not so brilliant as those of the army in the
late war with Mexico, it wns because they
had no enemy to meet on their own ele
ment. While the army hud opportunity
ot performing more conspicuous service,
ihe Navy laigely participated in the con
duct of the war. Hoth branches of the
service performed their whole duty to the
country., ror the able and galiant servi-
ces of the officers and men of the Navy
(acting independently as well as :n

with our troops, ) in the conquest
of the Californias, the capture of Vera
Cruz, and the seizure and occupation of
other important positions on the Gulf and
Pacific Coasts, the h ghest praise is due.
Their vigilance, energy, and skill render-
ed the most effective service in excluding
munitions of war and other supplies Irom
the enemy, while they secured a sate en
trance for abundant supplies for their own
army. Uur extended commerce was r.o
where intersupted; nnd for this immunity
from theevils of war the country is indebt
ed to theNavy. 'c

High praise is due to the officers of the
several bureaus, navy yards, nnd stations
connected with the service, all under the
immediate direction of the Secretary of
the Navy, for the industry, foresight, and
energy with which everything was direc-
ted and furnished to give efficiency to that
branch of the service. Ihe same vigi
lance existed in directing the operations of
the Navy as of ihe Army. There was
concert of action and of purpose between
the bends. of .the two arms of the service,
By the orders which were from lime to
time issued, our vessels ot war on the
Pacific and Gulf of Mexico, were station
ed in proper time and in proper positions
to efficiently with the army.
By this means thetr combined power was
brought to bear successfully on the enemy.

The great results which have been de
veloped and brought to light by this war,
will be of immeasurable importance in the
future progress of our country. They will
will tend powerfully to preserve us from
foreign collisions, and enable us to pursue
uninterruptedly, our cherished policy of

peace with all nations, entangling allian
ces with none."

Occupying as we do, a more command
ing position among nations than at any
former period, our duties and our respon
sibilities to ourselves and to posterity are
correspondingly increased, This will be
the more obvious, when we consider the
vast additions which have recently been
made to. our territorial possessions, and
their great importance and value.

Within less than four years the annexa
tion of Texas to the Union has been con
summated; all conflicting title to the Ore
gon territory south of the 49ih degree ol
north latitude, being all that was insisted
upon by any ot my predecessors, has been
adjusted; and New Mexico and Upper
California have been acquired by Treaty,
1 he area of these several territories, ac-

cording to a report carefully prepared by
the Commissioner of the General Land Ut- -

fice from the most authentic information
in his possession, and which is herewith
transmitted, contains one million one hun
dred and ninety three thousand and sixty- -

one square miles, or seven hundred and
sixty-thre- e million:, five hundred and fifty- -

nine thousand and forty acres; while the
area of the remaining twenty-nin- e States,
arid the remaining territory not yet organ
ized into Slates east of ihe Kocky Moun
tains, contains two millions, titiy-nin- e

thousand five hundred and thirteen square
miles, or thirteen hundred and eighteen
million one hundred and twenty-si- x thou
sand and fifty-eig- ht acres. 1 hese esti
mates show ihat the X erntories recently
acquired, and over w hich exclusive juris
diction and dominion have been extended,
constitute a country more than half as
large as all that which was held . by the
United States before their acquisition. ' If
Oregon be excluded from the estimate.
there will still remain within the limits of
Texas, New Mexico, and California, eight
hundred and fifty.one thousand five nun
dred nnd seventy-eigh- t square miles, or
five hundred and forty-fiv- e millions twelve
thousand seven hundred and twenty acres,
being an addition equal to more than one
third of ell the territory owned by the Uni
ted Statesbefore their acquisition, and inclu-

ding Oregon, nearly as great an extent of
territory as the whole of Europe, Russia
only excepted. The Mississippi, so late-

ly the frontier of our country, is now near-

ly its centre. With the addition of the
late acquisitions, the United States are
now estimated to be nearly as large as the
whole of Europe. It is estimated by the
Superintendent of the Coast Survey, in
ihe accomnanvine Report that the extent
of the Sea Coast of Texas on the Gulf
of Mexico is upwards of four hundred
miles; of the coast of Upper California on
the Pacific, of none hundred and seventy
miles; and of Oregon, including the

coast on the 'Pacific.- one thousand six
hundred and twenty BJifes, yand the whole
extent of both the Pacific and the Gulf of
Mexico; two thousand and twenty miles
The length of the coast on the Atlantic
from the northern JimTU of the United
States, around the Cape'of Florida to the
Sabine, on' the Eastern boundary of Tex-
as, is estimated itf&etgHifai thousand one
hundred mile9, ?o tR ujtftacklition of sea.
coast incJumng"UWUU&g. v fipwsfrljr'giwa
thirds as great as atfwe posssessed before;
and excluding Oregon is an addition of
one thousand three hundrea and 70 miles,
being nearly ' equal to one half of the ex
tent ol coast which we possessed before
these acquisitions. We have now three
great maratime fronts; on the ' Atlantic,
the Gulf of Mexico, and the Pacific, ma
king in the whole, an extent of sea-coa- st

exceeding live thousand miles. This is the
' extent of the sen-coa- st of the United States,
not including bays, sounds, and mall irreg-
ularities of the main shore, and of the
islands. If these be included, the length of
the sea shore line ol coast, as estimated by
the Superintendent of the Coast Survey,
in his Report, would be thirty-thre- e thou-sen- d

and sixty-thre- e miles.
It would be difficult to calculate the val-

ue of these immense additions to our
territorial possessions. Texas lying con-
tiguous to- - the western bouddary of
Louisiana, embracing within its limits a
part ol the navigable tributary waters of
the Mississippi, and an extensive sea coast
could not long have remained in the hands
of a foreign power without endangering
the peace cf our South-wester- n frontier.
Her products in the vicinity of the tribu-
taries of the Mississippi, must have sought
a market through these streams, running
into nnd through our territory: and ihe
danger of irritation and collision of the
interests between Texas as a foreign Stale
and ourselves, would have been imuient,
while the embarrassments in the commer-
cial intercourse between them must have
been constant and unavoidable. Had Tex-
as fallen into the hands, or under the in-

fluence and control of a strong maratime
or military foreign power, as she might
have done, these dangers would have been
avoided by her voluntary.and peaceful an-

nexation to the United States.
Texas, from her position, was a natural

and almost indispensibla part of our terri-
tories. Fortunately, she has been restored
to our country, and now constitutes one of
the states of our confederacy, "upon an
equal footing with the original, states."

The salubrity of climate, the fertility
of soil, peculiarly adapted to the produc-
tion of some of our most valuable staple
commodities, her commercial advantages
must soon make her one of our most pop-
ulous slates.

'New Mexico, though situated in the in-

terior and without a sea coast, is known
to contain much fertile land, to abound in
rich mines of the precious metals, and to
be capable of sustaining a large popula-
tion. From its position, it is the interme-
diate and connecting territory between our
settlements and our possessions in Texas
and those on the Pacific coast.

Upper California, irrespective of the
vast mineral wealth recently developed
there, holds, at this day in point of value
and importance to the rest of the Union,
the 8a me relation that Louisiana did, when
that fine territory was acquired from
France forty years aao. Extending near-

ly ten degrees of latitude along the Pacif-
ic, and embracing the only safe and com-
modious harbors on tbal coat for many
hundred miles, with a temperate climate,
and an extensive inteiior of fertile lands,
it is scarcely possible to estimate its wealth
until it shall be brought under the govern-
ment of our laws, and its resources fully
developed.

From its position, its must command the
rich commerce of China, of Asia, of the
islands of the Pacific,1 of western Mexico,
of Central America and South American
states, and of the Ruisian Possessions, bor-

dering on that Ocean A great empurium
will doubtless speedily arise on the Califor-
nia coast, which may be destined to rivahn
importance New Orleans itself. The depot

'of the vast commerce which must exist on
the Pacific will probably be at some point on
the bav of ban trancisco, and will occu
py the same relation to the whole western
coat. as New Orleans does to the valley of
the Mississippi and the Gulf of Mexico,
To this depot bur numerous whale ships
will resort with their cargoes lo trade, re-

fit and obtain supplies. This of itself will
largely contribute to build up a city which
will soon become the centre of a great and
rapidly increasing commerce. Situated
on a safe harbor, sufficiently capacious for
nil the navies s well as the marine of the
world, and convenient to Excellent timber
for ship building, owned by the United
States, it must become our great western
naval depot.

It was known that mines of the precious
metals existed to a considerable extent in
California at the time of its acquisition.
Recent discoveries render it probable
that these mines are more extensive and
valuable than was onticipated. The facts
of the abundenceof gold in that territory
are of such an extraordinary character as
would scarcely command belief were they
not cor roborated by authentic reports of
officers in the public service, who have vis-

ited the district, and derived the facts which
they detailed from personal observation.
Reluctant to credit the reports in general
circulaiion. as to the quantity of gold, the
officer commanding our forces in Califor-
nia, visited ihe mineral district in July last.
for the purpose of obtaining accurate in
formation on the subject. His report to
the War Department of the result of his
examination, and tha facta obtained on the

about lour thousand persons engaged in
collecting gold. is every reason to
believe lhat the number of persons so em-

ployed, has since been augmented. 'Ihe
exp made, warrant .the
brlie'" that ihe supply is very large, and
that gold is found at various places in an
extensive district of country.

Information rceived fiom officers of the
Navy and other sources, though not so full

Mt accounts of the
commander ol our military lorce in Cali-
fornia, It appears, also from their reports.
that mines of quick silver are found in the
vicinity of the gold region. One of them
is now being worked, and is believed to be
among ihe most productive in the world.

The effects produced by the discovery
of these rich mineral deposites. and the suc
cess which has attended the labors of those
who have resorted to them, have produced
a susprising change ih the state of affairs
in Uarohdia Labor commands a most ex
orbitant price, and all other pursuits but of
searching lor the precious metals are
atandoned. Nearly the whole ofthe male
population of the country have gone to the
gold district, bhips arriving on the coast
are deserted by their crews, and their voy-
ages suspended for want of sailors. Our
commanding officer there entertains appre
hensions lhat soldiers cannot be kept in
the public service without a large increase
of pay. Desertions in his command have
become frequent, and he recommends that
those who shall withstand the strong temp-
tation, and remain faithful, should be re'
warded.

This abundance of gold, and the all en
grossing pursuit ol it have already caused
in California an unprecedented rise in the
price of the necessaries of life.

That we may loo, more speedily and ful-

ly avail ourselves of the undeveloped
wealth of these mines, it is deemed of vast
importance lhat a branch of the Mint of
the United States be authorized to be es-

tablished, at your present session, in Cal-
ifornia. Among other signal advantages
which would result from such an establish-
ment would be that of raising the gold to
its par value in the territory. A branch
Mint of the United States at the great com-
mercial depot on the west coast, would
convert into our own coin not only the
gold derived from our own rich mines, but
also the bullion and specie which our com-
merce may bring from the whole west
coast of Central and South America. The
west coast of America and the adjacent in-

terior embrace the richest and best mines
of Mexico, Nw Grenada, Central Ameri
ca, Uhili and Peru. Hie bullion and spe-
cie drawn from there countiies, and tpe-cial- ly

frum those of western Mexico and
Peru, to en amount in value of many
million, of dollars, are now annually divert-
ed and carried by the ships of Great Brit-

ain to her own ports, to be recoined or us
ed to sustain ner national bank, and thus
contribute to increase her ability to com-
mand1 so much of. the commerce of the
world. If a branch Mint be established
at the great commercial point upon that
coast, a vast amount ot builion and specie
would flow thither to be recoined, and pass
thence to N. O. N. Y. and other Atlantic
cities.. The amount of our constitutional,
currency at home would be greatly increas-
ed, while its circulalien abroad t would be
promoted. . It is we.ll known to our mer-

chants trading to China and the west coast
of America, that great inconvenience and
los are experienced from the fact that
our coins are not current at their par vuiue
in those counties.

The powers of Europe, far removed
from the west coast of Am&rica by the At-

lantic Ocean which intervenes, and by a
tedious and dangerous navigation around
the Southern Cape of the continent of
America, can never successfully compete
wiih the United States in the rich and ex-

tensive commerce which is opened to us at
so much less cost by the acpuisition of Cal-

ifornia.
The vast imparlance and commercial

advantages of California have heretofore
remained undeveloped by the government
of the country of which it constituted a

part. Now that this fine province is a
part of our country, all the States of the
Union, and some more immediate and di-

rectly than others, are deeply interested in
the development of its wealth and re
sources. No section of our country is
more interested, or will be more benefit-

ted, than the commercial, naviga.ing. and
manufacturing interests of the Eastern
States. Our planting and farming inter
ests in every part of the Union will be
greatly benefited by it. As our commerce
aud navigation are enlarged and extended,
our exoorts of agricultural products and
manufactures will be increased; and in the
new markets thus opened, they cannot fail

to command remunerating and profitable
nrmes.

The acauisition of California and New
Mexico. ihe settlement oi tne uregon
Rnundarv and the annexation of Texas,

ini1ini to the Rio Grande, are results
uh h. combined, are of greater conse
quence, and will add more to the strength
ond wealth of Ihe Nation than any which

have preceded them since the adoption of

the Constitution.
But to effect these great results, not on-j- y

California, but New Mexico must be

brought under the control of regularly
governments. The existing con

dition of California, and of that part of
New Mexico Iving west of the Rio Grande,
and without the limits of Texas, imperious-

ly demand that Congress should at its pres-

ent session, orgnnize Territorial Govern- -

mstii, over them.
Upon the exchange of the ratification

of the Treaty of peace with Mexico, on

the 80th of May last, the temporary gov

scourge ot nations, sometimes becomes
inevitable, but is always to be avoided
when it can be consistently witb the rights
and the honor of the nation. ", '

i One of the most important results of the
war into' which we were recently forced
with a- - neighboring nation, is the demon
stration it; has afforded of the rnilimry
strength of our country. Before the late
war with Mexico. - European and other

erroneous views of our physical strength
as a nation, and of our ability to prosecute
war, nnd especially a war waged out of
our own country. They saw that our
standing army on the peace establishment
did not exceed 10.000 men. Accustomed
themselves to maintain in peace large
standing armies for the protection of their
thrones, against their own subjects as well
is against foreign enemies, they had not
conceived the idea that it was possible for
a nation without such an arm', well disci-
plined and of long service? to wage war
successfully.' They hr Id in low repute our
militia, and were far from regarding them
as an effective force, unless it might be for
temporary defensive operations when inva-
ded on our own soil. The events of the
late war with Mexico have not only unde-
ceived them, but have removed erroneous
impressions which have prevailed to some
extent even among a portion of our own
countrymen. - That it has been demonstra-
ted that on the breaking out of hostilities
not anticipated, and for which no previous
preparation had been made, a volunteer ar-
my of citizen soldiers equal to veteran
troops, and in numbers equal to any emer-
gency, can in a short period be brought in-

to the field. Unlike what would have oc
curred in any other country, ws were un-

der no necessity of resorting to drafts or
conscriptions. On the contrary, such' was
the number of volunteers who patriotically
tendered their services, that the chief-difficult-

was in making selections and deter--"

mining who should be disappointed ana be
compelled to remain at home. Our citizen
soldiers are unlike those drawn from the
population of any other country. They
are composed indiscriminately of all pro-
fessions and pursuits; of farmers, lawyers,
physicians, merchants, manufacturers, me
chanics, and laborers. not only
among the officers, but among the private
soldiers in the ranks. ' Our citizen "soldier
are unlike those of any other country in
oiher respects. They are armed, and have
been accustomed from their youth up to
handle and use firearms; and a large por-

tion of them, especially in the western and
more nenly settled States, are expert
marksmen. They are men who have a
reputation to maintain at home' by their
good conduct in the field. They ore intel-

ligent, and there is invincibility of charac- -

er which is found in the ranks of no other
army. in bailie, eacn private man, as
well as every officer, fights, not only for
his country, but for glory and distinction
among his fellow, citizens when he shall
return to civil life. ' - ;

The war with Mexico has demonstrated
not only the ability of the Government to
organize a numerous army upon a sudden
call, but also to provide it with all the mu-

nitions and necessary supplies with dis-

patch, convenience and ease, to direct its
operations with efficiency.' The strength,
of our institutions has been not only dis-

played in the valor and skill of our troops,
engaged in active service, in the field, but
in the organization of those executive
branches which were charged with the gen-
eral direction and conduct of the war.
While too much praise cannot be bestowed
upon the officers and men who fought our
battles, it would be unjust to withhold from
those officers necessarily stationed at
home,, who were charged with the duty of
furnishing the army, in proper times, nnd
in proper-place- s, with all the munitions of
war and"dTher ' supplies, so necessary to
make it efficient, the commendation to
which they are entitled. The credit due
to this class of our officers is greater
when it is considered that no army in an-

cient or modern limes was never better ap
pointed or provided than our army in Mex-

ico. Operating in an enemy's country,
removed two thousand miles from the seat
of the Federal Government, its different
corps spread over a vast extent of territo-
ry, hundreds and even thousands of miles
apart from each other, nothing short of
the untiring vigilance and extraordinary
energy of their officers could have enabled
them to provide the army at all points, and
in proper season, wuh all that was requir
ed for the most efficient service.- - -

It is but an act of justice to declare that
the officers in charge of the several exec
utive bureaus, all under the immediate eye
and supervision of the Secretary of War,
performed their respective duties with abil

ity, energy, nnd etnciency. iney nave
reaped less of the g'orj of the war, not
having been personally exposed lo its per
ils in battle.than their companions in arms;
but without their forecast, efficient aid.
and those in the field would
not have been provided with the ample
means they possessed of achieving for
themselves and their country the unfading
honors wnicn they have won for both.

. When all these facts are considered, it
may cease to be a matter of so much
amazement abroad how it happened that
our noble army in Mexico, regulars and
volunteers, were . victorious upon every
baille.held, however : fearful the odds
against them. .

. Tha War with Mexico has thus fully
developed the capacity of repub'ican gov--,
ernments to prosecute successfully a just
and necessary foreign war with nil the vig-

or usually attributed to i more arbitrary
forms of government, It has been usual

ent sections ot our country, neither cant .

obtain. Each, in the true spirit. uf our in
stitutions, should concede something to tb
other. .

'

Our gallant forces in tha Mexican war
by whose patriotism and unparalled deed
of arms wa obtained those possessions a
an indemnity for just demands against Mex
ico, were composed ot citizens who belong'
edto no one state orseciion of our union.

They were men from slaveholding and
stales, from the north and

the south, and from the east and the wast.
They ware all companions in arms and

fallow citizens of the same common coun
try, engaged in the same common causes
When prosecuting that war they were
brethren and friends and shared alike with
each other, common ills and dangers and
suflering. .

XNew, when their work is ended, when
peace is restored, and they return again to
their homes, put off the habiliments of war,
take their places in society and resume
their pursuits in civil life,- surely a spirit of
harmony and concession and of equal re-

gard for ite rights of all, and of all sec-

tions of tha union ought to prevai.l in pro-
viding governments for the acquired terri-
tory the froits of their common service.
The whole people of the United Slates and
of every state contributed (o defray tha
expenses of that war; and it would not be .

just for any one section to exclude another'
Irom all participation in the acquired terrw
tory. This would not be in consonance
wuh tha just system of government which
the framers of the constitution adopted.

1 ha question is believed to be raihef
abstract than practical whether slavery
ever can or would exist in any portion of
the acquired territory, even if it were left
to the option of the slaveholding State
themseltes. from the nature ol the cIh
mate and productions, in much the larger '

portion ot it, it is certain it com never ex- -

ist; and in the remainder the probabilities ;

are it would hot. But however this may
be, the question, involving, as h does, a
principle of equality of rights of the sepa
rate and several States as equal copartner
in the confederacy,should not be disregard'
ed.

In organizing governments over these
territories, no duty imposed on Congress by
the Constitution requires that they should
legislate on tha subject of slavery, while '

their power to do so is not only . seriously
questioned, but denied by many of tha
soundest expounders of that instru -

mebt W hether - Congress shall legisj '

late or not, the people of the acquired ter- -

rilory, when assembled hi convention to
form State Constitutions! will possess the
sole and exclusive power to determine for
themselves whether slavery shall, or shall
not exist within their limits. If Congress
shall .abstain from interfering with the.
question, the people of these territories will
be left free to adjust it as they may think
proper when they apply for admission into
the Union. No enactment of Congress
could restrain the people of any of the
sovereign States of the Union, old or new,
North or South, slaveholding or

from determining the character
of their own domestic institutions as they
may deem wise and proper. An v and all
of tha States possess this right, ' and Con-

gress cannot deprive them of it. The po--
ot Georgia, might it they chose, so al

ter their Constitution as to abolish slavery
within their limits, and the people of Ver-
mont might so alter their Coaifcituuon as
to admit slavery within its

"

limits. Both
State would possess the right; though na
known, it is not probable either vould ex-

ert it.
It is fortunate for the peace and harrsony of

the Vnion that this question is in its nature
and can only continue for the britfperi- -

od which will intervene before California and
New Mexico may be admitted as States into the
Union. From tne tide of population now now--
ing into them, it is highly probable that this wi I
soon occur.

Considering toe several States and the ciizens
ef the several States as equals, and entitlec to e--
qaal rights under the Constitution, it tnu were
an original question, it might well be inisted
on that that the principle of is
the true doctrine, and that Congress could not, .
in the absence of any express grant of power,

with their relative rights. Upoa a great
emergency, howover, and under menacing dan-

gers to the Union, the Missouri Compromise in
respect to slavery was adopted. Tfce tame line v

was exteaded further west in the acquisition of
Texts. After as acquiescence of nearly thirty
years in the. principle of compromise recognized
and established by their acts, and to avoid the
danger to the Union which might follow if it .

were now disregarded, I have heretofore express-
ed the opinion that that line of compromise

should be extended on the Ijne of 36 degrees 30

minutes from the western oounanry oi i exM
where it now terminates, to the Pacifio ocean. .

This is the middle ground of compromise, upon .

which the different, sestionsef the Union xaay

meet aa they have heretofore met. If this be '
tnn, it ii confidently believed that a large ma

jority of the people of every section of the eoun- - -

try, BOWOTBr WldCiy IHBlfWV vjjiaiuu. vu
the subject at slavery may differ, would heer--'

fully, patriotically aequierce in it. and peace and
harmony would again fill our borders. The re--
stziotion nortn ot tmeune was only yieiaea io
a in the ease of Missouri, and Texas uvon a.
principle of Compromise made necessary roirtnej
sake of preserving the hamonJrvanAp'lyll
existence or tne union. A ...

It was upon these considerations u
close of yourlaat session, 1 gave my encUoa '
the principle of the Missouri Conprwaw to,
by and signing the I "J'ofthe "Territorial Government ftta ainoer. deair. te preserve the harmoay

Union, and m 4fere to the sots ef v, pre.--

J--
ii nations the rights which . we .enjoy our- -

selres, to change una. reform tneir political
institutions according to their own will and
pleasure. Since we da not look beyond
listing governments, capable, of main-

taining their own authority, we recognize
all such actual governments, not only from
the dictates of true policy, but from a

regard for the independence of r.a- -.

tion.- -' ' --

' "t While this is our settled policy, it does
'Hot follow lhat we can ever be indifferent
spectators of the progress of liberal prin-

ciples. ' The government and people of
the United States hailed with enthusiasm

'and delight the establishment of the French
Republic, as we now hail the efforts in
progress to unite the States of Germany in

' Confederation, similar in mnny respects
to ottf own Federal Union. - If the great

--and ' enl igh lened German States, occu py-to- g

as they do, a central and commanding
position in Europe, shall succeed in estab-

lishing such a Confederated government,
Securing; at the same time, to the citizens
Jbf each State local governments, adapted

Hd Ihe peculiar condition of each; with
trade and intercourse with each

. other, it will be an important era in the
sbistory of human events. Whilst it will
pconsolidate and strengthen the -- power of

Germany, 4t must essentially promote the
r'cause of peace, commerce, civilization,
p and constitutional liberty throughout the
eWorld. . . ..j i: '

.: :'r-'- :'

.With all the governments on this con-stine-

our relations, it is believed, are now
t On a more friendly and satisfactory footing
-- than : they have ever been at any-forme-r

Since the exchange of ratification of the
Treaty of Peace with Mexico, our inter-cour- se

with the Government of that He- -:

public has been of the most friendly char-tcter.- A

The Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister, Plenipotentiary of the United
JStates to Mexico has been received and

.accredited, and a diplomatic representative
lit from Mexico .of, similar.rank has been re-- T-

ceivedand accredited by this Government.

sThe amicable relations between the two

fc "countries, which had been suspended, have
jr. been happily restored, and are destined, t
j trust, to be long preserved.,. t.The two

both Bituated on this continent, and
.-- cpntiguoua . territories, have every
ft?,motive, of . sympathy and of : interest to
ebind them; together in perpetual amity:
i'Sj rThfs gratifyingi condition of our .For-citefe- n

Relations renders H unnecessary for
4 :1 rrie to call yoor aUeniion more specially to

TO

li iiu into mjr coimiut ami buu scan
lo cultivate peace and, commerce with all

r


