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The following document, though the re-

port of a local society, is general in its char-

acter, and is so well suited to tho people of
Ohio that we give it entire.
Annual Report of the Philadelphia Female Ant- i-Society.

Another year of our Society's existence is
numbered with the past. It has home with
it, in its rapid flight, new evidence of ourde-votedne-

to the cause of freedom, of our self-denyi-

and active hcncvolence, or sad proofs
of our delinquency, our selfish love of ease,
our unfaithfulness to the right. Progression
or retrogression is the law of our being. We
stand net to-d- where we stood a year ago.
It is to us an important and deeply interest-
ing question. What is tho testimony cf the
past concerning us? and a rigid
in tho review of the year cannot hut ho prof-
itable. If we have done with our might w hat
our hands have found to do, if wc have lost
no opportunity of aiding in the deliverance of
the oppressed, if we have been diligent in bu-

siness, "fervent in spirit," remembering
"those in bonds, as bound with them," wc
have, indeed, cause for grateful joy
If we must acknowledge deficiency in all
these, things, we have cause, not fur despon-
dency, but for penitence and better resolu-
tions for the coming year. And in our annu-
al retrospect it is also profitable to stand at
that point of view which the slave occupies;
to look upon the long, weary year of hope de-

ferred, which he has spent. All the power
of imagination which wo may possess, aided
by a sensitive heart, will not cnaMu us to
conceive fully the weight of anguish which
has been crowded into that year, yet the view
will be amply sullicient to excito shame and

for our apathy, nnd to rouse
us to nobler deeds for the cause of Freedom.

Tho course of our Society during the past
year has been similar to that of former years;
and at the close of each wo invariably find
reason for increased confidence in the funda-
mental principles of our Association, and in
the measures by which we seek the promo-

tion of those principles. Those principles
nnd measures are few and simple, although
the work which they are destined to do, is
mighty and arduous. Frequently reiter.itcd
as they liavu been, we are still asked, willi
incredulous wonder, how wo hope to accom-
plish our end? and what is our plan? Our
plan for the abolition of slavery is simply
this : " Let him that stole, steal no more, but
rather let him labor, working with his own
hands," honestly, instead of reaping his fields
i'by fraud," instead of building "his house
by unrighteousness and his chambers by
wrong;" let him w ho has bound fetters upon
his brother, "undo" them, that the oppressed
may go free; and let all who have aided, or
any way countenanced this system of iniqui-
ty, do so no more. This is the plan proposed
by Christianity, and who will olfer one more
simple and practicable, more just and ration-al- l

The fundamental principles of our Asso-
ciation are those on which our national Dec-

laration of Independence is based, that "all
men are born equal, and have an inalienable
right to liberty." If all men have an inali-
enable birthright to liberty, then it must ha
the duty of every one who is withholding it
from another, immediately to restore it to him.
Our measures are, as they havo ever been,
jthe dissemination of these truths, by the
voice, the pen, and tho press. In pursuance
of them, our Society has circulated seventy
copies of newspapers; viz: forty
comes of the Pennsylvania Freeman, ten of
the National A. S. Standard, and twenty of
the Liberator. V e believe ttiat so mucn good
seed has not been sown in vain, and trust
that the weekly entrance ot an anti-slave-

journal into families where, perhaps, the slave
Jiad no advocato, has wrought a gooil work,
and won many a true, brave heart to the hosts
nf Freedom. By individual effort, tracts and
other publications have been widely distribu
ted. In the work ot sustaining agents to lec

ture and otherwise labor in bohalf of the
cause, our Society has acted through the Ex-

ecutive Committee of tho State Society, by
placing in their hands a largo portion of our

lundS, mis Deillg me inusi. economical uuu
arrangement wlucli we could adopt,

frofitable our Society has a large
representation. The School mentioned in
previous reports, still receives a share of our
patronage, and the claims of the fugitive slave

h've been responded to, by a donation from
our treasury.

Our Fair, our principal method of raising
money, has, the past year, been attended with
unprecedented success, as will be seen by
the report of the Committee of Arrangements.
The results of our labor in this department
excito our gratitude, nnd encourage us to
greatly increased exertion in preparation for
our next Fair. And not only in this depart-
ment do we meet such encouragement. All
around us are delightful evidences that the la-

bor of abolitionists has not been in vain, du-

ring tho last twelve years. Enough to in-

spire us with cheerful hope and burning zeal
in the continuation of arduous toil, and strong
faith for endurance to the end.

From the dangers and snares which beset
tho path of reformers, abolitionists have not
been exempted. That restless impatience for
immediate success, which begets distrust of
the potency of truth to vanquish error, and
which, too often, tempts the reformer to bor-

row weapons from another armory than that
of heaven, the friends of freedom have not
wholly escaped. Disastrous as its cllects
have been, its occurrence is neither new nor
strange. Tho same evil has befallen almost
every moral reform, Rince the Christian era.

When the Prince of reformers, He who
"knew what was in man," and how he might
best bo won to truth and righteousness, sought
to overthrow time-honor- institutions, and
destroy systems of error which had been the
growth of agr s, and build upon their ruins a
pure religion, destined to bo universal, He
chose for 1 1 is weapons tho utterance and the
practice of the truth, the preaching of the lip
and the life. In the ear, and on the house-
top; by the way side, and in tho social circle;
in tho synagogue and on the mountain side,
did He speak, day by day, the lolly words
of that truth which it was his mission to teach,
and there came tip a response from the inner-
most depths of human hearts, testifying that
He was sent of Cod. Men heard to be-

lieve, and believed to obey 1 1 is teachings;
and when he left the world,

" Ilis name afar, His wandering followers
bore,

And fixed triumphant feet on every shore."
They were triumphant while they fought with
tlieir ftluftler s weapons, while they sought
none other than,

"Those mild arms of truth and love,
Made mighty through tho living Cod."
Tho raph progress of Christianity, in its

earliest ages, taught the world a lesson, re-

specting tho agencies whereby moral reform
can best bo promoted, which men have been
very slow in learning. And not less monito-
ry was the long eclipse which obscured its
rising glories. As its adherents became nu-

merous and powerful, the inclinations, so
strong in tho human heart, to compel others
to conform to our sense of right, grew within
them, and they brought, as they supposed, to
tho aid of tho new religion, the power of the
state, and invested it with political import
ance. It was a sad day tor
when it was crowned and throned, and robed
in the imperial purple, ami it has been a sad
day for every moral reform, when it has grasp
ed the sceptre of temporal power, and formed
political alliances. Evidences ot this lact
may be traced all through the history of tho
past, from that day down to the present time.
A mournful one has recently been furnished
us, in tho decline of the c, reform
In this country, which flourished so vigorous-
ly for a time, and was crushed to death in the
embrace of a political party. By this expe
rience ot llie past, it were wise in us to prol-i- t.

If these considerations were not sufficient
to induce the friends of emancipation to ab
jure political alliances, to trust in moral pow
er lor the destruction ot moral evil, to be con
tent with those agencies which Cod ordain
ed, and which Jesus Christ used for the pro
motion of the greatest of all reforms, anoth-
er reason might be assigned in the fact that
the first step in the formation of such allian-
ces, under this government, must be an oath
of allegiance to a document which contains "a
compact with the slaveholder, to sustain him in
the exercise ot li is oppression, as longas his
own statutes shall permithim to rob his broth-

er of his birthright. Who can consent to
such a contract, nnd be guiltless!

It is so netinies urged, as an objection to
our principles or policy, or perhaps both, that
our numbers are still few, that Anti-Slave-

Societies do not now rapidly increase, and
that especially since our promulgation of the
doctrine that men ought not to sustain slave-ver- y

by voting under the Constitution of the
United States, there are few who rally around
our standard. It may be so. Tho progress
of Anti-Slave- principles is not now, as it
was once, evi ced by the formation of Anti-Slave-

Societies, or tho rapidly increasing
number of their members. At the beginning
of our enterprise, it was natural that it should
be so. Evidences of progress are to bo seen,
now, in tho changes wrought in other organ-
izations, by the influence of our principles.
Who can contrast, without surprise, tho state
of fueling which existed in the community,
twelve years ago, with that of the present
time! Then, what church or ecclesiastical
assembly, discussed tho evils nnd the sin of
slavery; what legislative body at the North,
was agitated with tho subject, what lyceum,
what literary or political conclave, entertain-
ed it? Now, where is it not a topio of dis
cussion, where is it not a source ot agitation!
What legislature, in all the North, has not
thought and talked of it? And do we not see
one church alter another, withdrawing itself
from tho denomination to which it belonged,
because it is no longer willing to extend re

ligious fellowship to 1)0 wo
not see one great religious org inization sev-
ered in twain, and another, apparently, on the
eve of division, because a large portion of the
members of each have declared that they will
no longer be partaker's of other men's sins'
And havo not a very large majority of the
ministers of another, published a solemn pro-
test against American slavery? I)0 not these
facts testify that the country' has been, at least
partially, awakened to a sense of its dnnn-e-

and its guilt? Tho very terrors which have
seized the panic-stricke- n slaveholder, and
driven him to such desperate measures for
the defence of his "peculiar institution," are
so many evidences that the influence of abo-
litionists has been neither unfelt nor unim-
portant. He feels that the moral power of
Christendom is fast beintj arrayed amiinst
him, and ho trembles within his stronrrest
fortress.

Tho influence of our principles has perva-
ded society, nnd wrought within it a m'urhtv
change; yet there exists the same reasons why
we should be, few in number, stand-
ing comparatively alone, which existed at the
commencement of our enterprise. This may
seem paradoxical, at tho first view, but it is
not the less true. Society has indeed mado
great advances towards the standard which
we then erected, but have we not also advanc-
ed? In looking back to the positions which
we and they then occupied, we find that
theirs has indeed changed, that doctrines
which we then, with difficulty and in peril
uttered in unwilling ears, are now patiently
heard.ind extensively embraced, if not open-
ly avowed; but have we not also changed?
Has not new light dawned upon us, do not
our souls clearly perceive truths w hich were
then hidden, or but obscurely revealed! If
it is not so, then have wo proved ourselves
to be no true reformers. If, while others,
whose standard of right was, a few years
since, so far below our own, have been rap-
idly advancing, we have been standing still,
then we are nioro delinquent than they. But
while they have been coming up toward our
earlier position, we have been learning new
applications of old principles, and our pres
ent position must inevitably be in advance of
iiieirs, who have not yet lull)' embraced all
those principles. Therefore we have no rea
son for discouragement in the fact, that wo
are still, as at tho beginning, a little band,
that so few gather with us y. It must
ever be thus, that they would reform pop-
ular abuses, and bless the world by testify-
ing against the sins of thei rage, and country,
will no comparatively lew and insulated; tor
w hen one among a sleeping multitude is

to the conception of a great and glo-
rious truth, his mind is thereby prepared for
tho reception of another; and while ho is stri
ving to rouso his companions to share the
first discovery with him, a second and a third
have poured t!ie fullness of the lighrnpon him,
so that by the time that their cry of fanatic is
hushed by the reluctant and gradual assent
yielded to his first "strango doctrine," it is
raised again at the announcement of other
truths. These things are no causo of boast-
ing to tho reformer, but of mourning that tho
human race makes no greater moral progress.
Yet they should be fully understood by those
who aspire to bo the servants and benefactors
of their race.

We enter upon a new year of labor and
trial, a new year of sull'eriug to the slave,
with strong incenti"es to fidelity, gathered
from the present and the past.

' Why should we rest ingloriously
When earth is filled with strife,

Anil Error shouts her battle cry
I' pon the field of Idle! "

Permitted the high privilege of being co-

workers with God, in tho renovation of tho
world, shall we idly sleep our years away,
and die, leaving no footprint on the ago in
which we have lived! We cannot bo con-

tent to leave tho world no better than we
found it, and therefore, during our brief so-

journ in it, must do with our might what our
hands find to do. If our rallying cry sounds
harshly in the ears of tho cold-heart- nnd
the listless, seeming to them to savor of fa-

naticism; if the trampling of our hosts disturb
the dreams of the noon-da- y slumbercr, wo of-

fer no apology. God he praised that they are
roused at last! Hitter that they bo roughly
wakened, than that they should sleep ou for-

ever, w hile perishing millions aro culling on
them for aid

For ourselves, we feel tl at wo havo no
time to lose, no strength to waste. Child-

less mothers, bereaved by a spoiler more cru-

el than death, send to us their cry of agony
on every southern breeze. Our brethren im-

mured in tho southern and western prisons
of the tyrant, becauso they dared to interfere
with tho traffic "in slaves and souls of men,"
would highly value our opportunities to labor
in the cause of Freedom. Remembering theii
sufferings, remembering the deeper and more

agonizing woes of the slave, remembering
our country, young in years, but hoary in

crimo, and listening reverently to the call of
duty, we will continue to go forth, bearing
the precious seed of truth, hoping that, ere

long, we "shall como again rejoicing, bring-

ing our sheaves with us."

Americans in the Dominican Service.
The American barque Alert, recently pur-

chased by the Dominican government to be

tilted as a vessel oi win, n.
diness, and she mounts twenty twenty-fou- r

pounders and two swivels of the same or

greater calibre. She is represented as being
commanded by a "fine, young, cool, calm nnd
daring American, and a nicked crew of fitly

able and prime seamen.'

COMMUNICATIONS.

INSTITUTIONS AND MEN.
It was a remark of Madame de Siael, that,

"Institutions, in the course of time, adapt
men to themselves with much more facility
than men can rid themselves of institutions."
And that remark, although calculated for the
people and institutions of France, looses none
of its truthfulness w hen applied to the peo
ple and institutions of tho United States.
For we here see un institution, the acknowl
edged influence of which is to corrupt socie
ty, and to hinder its moral and intellectual ad-

vancement, adapting, not only the people, but
tho government to itself, with a remarkable
legrec of facili'y.

The scienco of Government is old enourrli
to be better understood than it is; and in this
country, where it is every one's business, wo
naturally expect that its course will bo pro-
gressive, instead of retrograde. True, we
read of " "Progressive Democracy; and we
also mad of Gulliver's Travels. The altern-
ate ."tipremacy of opposing political parties,
seems to prevent that consolidation of power
which characterizes .older Governments.
Each party is going to do better than its pre
decessor; and undo its misdoings for the es
pecial benefit of the people, whose gullibili"
ty is a stenpinir-ston- e to power. The failure
of the Whigs is tho Democrat's triumph; and
according to Democratic philosophy, the sal

vation of tho country. The defection of tho
Democrats is the Whig's boast; and accord-

ing to Whig philosophy, tho release of the
country from oppression and misrule. Tho
Liberty parly renders itself obnoxious to both
parties, partly on account of its distinctive
features, and partly by refusing to act with
either; although it contributed, indirectly, to
the success of the present dominant party.
Tho American Anti-Slave- party stands a
loof from all others, boldly charges them with
corruption, and seems to say, as Timothy
Pickering once said, (by changing the singu
lar to the plural pronoun) "we stand upon a
rock from which all Democracy not all Dc
inocracy and hell to boot cannot move us
the rock of integrity and truth." Whirrs,
Democrats, and Liberty men writhe beneath
its anathemas; and while they acknowledge
the moral of its principles, they
daro not embrace them lest they should for
feit their political reputation. Yet there is
occasionally one who has the moral courage
to sacrifice his political reputation upon the
altar of humanity, and to cast his lot among
those who daro to rebuke the oppressor and
Deiriena me oppressed, lie may be con-

temned by those w ho see no beauty in moral
excellence; but he will possess the confidence
of the truly good, nnd w ill be sustained by
them in his integrity. To think nnd act as
others think ami act, without reference to

right or wrong, seems to beono of the infirm-

ities of man's nature an infirmity which the
unprincipled and designing never wish to 6eo
eradicated because it is the main prop of
their popularity. That an active few can ac-

complish measures beforo an inactive many
can bo made to understand that there is any-

thing at stake, has often been demonstrated
to the disgrace of the many. And even in
this Government instances are by no means
raro in which measures havo been accom-

plished by intrigue and chicanery, which
would never have received the sanction of

and honorable legislation. It has been
said, that, "all stratagems aro honorable in
war;" and the trickery the covert manceuv-erin- g

the mining and counter-minin- g which
aro constantly being developed, give strength
to the supposition that all stratagems are con"
sidered honorable in legislation. The peo-p- lo

of the United States are ostensibly their
own legislators; but in reality the dupes of
designing Demagogues; and they will remain
such until they aro made to seo that their
rights are trampled upon their confidence
betrayed and their interest disregarded by
those in whom they trust. Is it not this

this indifferenco of the mass of the
people to those things which do not pertain
to their personal convenience, or their pecu-

niary interest, which enabled the institution
of slavery to adapt themselves and their Gov-

ernment to itself with such a reiuarkablo de-

gree of facility? It is not enough to depre
cate the existence of slavery to say that i

is a curso to tho country a, foul blot on our
national history which ought to be expunged,
for it can be expunged; and the power to do
it rests with the people. Let them arouse,
and rally to the rescue of their own rights,

1 '. Jg
and all will be well. Let them absolve them-
selves from all connection with the "accurs-
ed thing" by abandoning a mutilated Const-
itutionlet them plant themselves upon the
rock of integrity and truth, and the dethroned
monster will soon be writhing in its death-struggl- es

the bosom of its friends.
HARRIET N. TORREY.

COLUMBUS, O., Jan., 22nd, 1846.
I noticed in Elisha Bates' " Evangelical

Union" and in the Bugle, an article under the
caption of " Tho Communitist and Anti-Slave-

Bugle," from the pen of the Rev.
Editor in which I find the following:

" The Anti-Slave- Bugle gives the report
of a sermon which I preached at Springboro'
on the 25th of September. This report, ta-
ken by Samuel Brooke, occupies three col-
umns in the Bugle. The whole report could
be read at a moderate rate of speaking in

fifteen minutes while the discourse in
question occupied four or five times as long !

This simple fact will give some idea of the
justice with wiur'.: the report was taken.
Hut the tnirttmrsj does not consist merely
in karine out what was said, but things are. ... .: i : i. i .5:uiseiiuu wiuim wero wit saiu. nut the re
porter and publisher of this niece of garbling
and misrepresentation, would claim to thenf--
selves the character of honesty and benexo
lence.

Will you suffer mo to pay my respects to
tho Rev. Editor. Samuel Brooke did not
write the report, and this the Rev. Editor
knew at the time he penned his article.

I wrote it out myself at tho request of S.
Brooke, and 1 did not pretend to give a full
report; but when Elisha Bates calls it a piece
of "garbling" and "misrepresentation," and
says it not only "leaves out what was said"
but inserts "what was not said," if by this
he means words, and not ideas, ho is of course
correct; but if he moans to say I inserted any
important position or fact not stated by him,
or left any such fact or position out of my re-

port, he says th.it which he, and all who heard
him, know to be

J.

COMEOUTERISM.
Mt. PLEASANT, 1st. mo. 15th, 1846.

Friends Editors :

I have not had an opportunity of a person-
al acquaintance with you, but from what I
learn of your liberality through the Bugle, I
thought I might venture a short communica-
tion for your disposal; notwithstanding my
incapability to aid materially tho great causo
of moral reform, and the obscure station that
1 occupy in life.

It was my lot to bo born and educated in a
society, whoso members distinguished them
selves from those of other sects by the namo
of Friends; an appropriate namo indeed for
the good and benevolent, but whether that
sect is worthy of tho namo by which it is
wont to bo called, is for the world to judg.

In beholdi ng the indifference with which
it treats the cause of suffering humanity, in
the shape of tho down-trodde- n slave in the
South, and the crushed poor of the North, I
have come to the conclusion that if the namo
were taken from it there would be but little
difference between it, and what it terms tho

pcoplo of the world. It has thrown its in-

fluence on the side of the oppressor, and I
long and patiently waited from year to year
for it to make somo efficient move towards
the rescue of tho down-trodde- n, but havo
waited in vain. Upon serious reflection, I
have concluded that old creeds like old trees
must die, and give place to new scions. I
believe tho days of the Society of Friends,
with all other Societies, is num-

bered, "and soon will be known as the things
that were." That I might escape her plagues.
I have como out of her, and advise all lovers
of the Truth to do likewise. I sent the

to the Monthly Meeting of which I
was a member; but they declined readiug it.

Mount Pleasant, 8th mo. 19th 1815.
Short Creek Monthly .Vetting if Friends.

After a long, serious and candid reflection,
I have deliberately como to the conclusion,
that in order to be free and happy myself, and
to tho utmost of my ability promoto the free-

dom and happiness of mankind, it is abso-

lutely necessary that I should withdraw from
all sectarian corporations, which assume au-

thority over tho minds and consciences of
their members. Viewing the whole religious
fabric of Church and State throughout our
benighted world, as the " Mystery Babylon,"
each sect or party constituting one of the
buildings of this abominable soul and body
enslaving city, I btlieve there aro many
Friends who are seeking after tho right and
the truth, but they arc in "bondage through


