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JOHN LITTLE..

The subjoined ntrrative of one who was a
thing in republican, but who is a man in mo-

narchical America ,is one of the many revela
tions which come to us from the " Cities of
Itofuge" which lie beyond the northern boun-
dary of this slavery-stricke- n land. The wri-

ter spent a considerable time with the Cana-
dian coloni3tsi

The following account is taken from the
lips of one " who knows what sore " oppres-
sions " mean, for he has felt the same."
John Little, now at a place called the
" Queen's Bush," in Canada West, says he
was raised in North Carolina, thence sold to
Mississippi, where be remained, till leave
was given to the overseer to give him 200
blows wish the paddle. Said he, "1 could
stand it no longer and runaway, my wife ac-

companying me, was four months on the
way, during which time I never entered a
white man's house I was afraid of every-
thing white under heaven. The first conver-
sation I had with a white man was in the
Stale of Illinois. I would not have met that
One, had it not been unavoidable; he howev-
er proved a friend, and told me I had gone
180 miles out of my way. II j kindly offer-
ed me any refreshments ho had, for he was
on a hunting excursion, and which from fear
I refused, although nearly famished. My
last master's name was Garret. He would
hear neither praying nor singing, and woull
burn evry book that met his eye. I have
received three hundred lashes upon my
naked person, about my back and thighs, and
then had salt and pepper applied to prevent
mortification. I have been shot at fifteen
times, seven shooting at once, and have now
an ounce hall in my thigh and buck shot ly-
ing around it, have had my back and thighs
pounded all to a jolly, with that torturing ma-
chine, the paddle; and, in consequence of it,
running sores for three months. I have worn
the irons, and had my feet thrust in the stocks
every night for six months, for fear I should
run away, in which position I was obliged to
lay on my back, not being able to turn entirely
upon one side or the other. I was released
each morning, after having spent a painful,
Wearisome night, unrefreshed, to be driven
again to the cotton field, yet I was not so bad-
ly treated as many others. I have known
eight hundred lashes to be given to one indi-
vidual without taking life, but they oftendie.
1 learned after I left that my master made
great exertions to get me, not so much on ac-

count of the $800 ha paid for me, as to make
me a public example, or rather to satiate his
blood thirsty vengeance." But said I to Mr.
Little, your master would not surely thus
wantonly destroy so much property 1 " Poh,"
said he, what do they care for one man, when
they will often gamble away $10 or 15,000
in one night. One thousand dollars was of-

fered for me where I was willing to live, and
I begged that I might he sold. Said Garret,
if he offer $1000 I will ask $2000, and if he
offers $2000, 1 will knock liim down ; -t

him mind his own business, this is my nig-

ger, and I'll do what I am a mind to wiih
liim. " When slaves are sold, thry are cast
into prison at every stopping place on their
journey. Some enter, dejected and heart-
broken, curaing the day of their birth, some
singing and dancing." And how often have
we been compelled to listen to the flimsy ar-

guments that they are contented, cheerful and

happy. " But," said he, " these outward
acts, so diverse, ars the results of the same
cause, and aro not evidences of happiness,
but, on the contrary, of the deepest misery ;
nnd this is done tu shake off trouble. The
whip used ou the coltou and rice plantations
is a short, Heavy stock, long taan, neavuy
leaded at the end, beyond w hich, and form- -

ins the extreme end, is a silk cracker; every
blow of it lays the flesh open like a carvor's
knife, and often causes death. After thus
inhumanly butchering, the perpetrators are
sometimes haunted nicht and day. They
will keen a candle burning all night.' John
Little is not a christian, aud the softest name
he could apply to Garret was that devil;

or methinks did he speak wide of the truth
The Sabbath, he further remarks, is a day o
ireneral settling: up of accounts ; they could
not get time on week days to go through the
long list of defaults, and thus the air is riven
with shrieks of tortured innocence, on God's
acred day of rest I What it this, but doing

faithful service to Moloch, whether they hare
" the image set op" or not! "No matter
how sore and crippled one may be, he must
carry his head back like a buck, look venom-
ous bb rattle tmtke, and pert as a cricket,
espeeially If h is about to be eolJ." That
slavery is a grand institution of lying or de-
ception, he farther remarks: "One may be
about forty years old, his constitution broken
dovrn, and he presenting a sickly look his
master being about to sell him, because of no
further service to htm, comes nnd gives him
instructions what to say to his purchaser,
when he may come to question him; which
is to represent himself as beinir about twenty-f-

ive years of ago, well, hale and healthy,
and if asked why h has that sickly look, be
is to reply that it is in consequence of hard
'win. i MU9 nfl Ifl Cd linp In iwoar thnt
ho is able to perform the work of a young and
nealtliy person, and after being sold is held
responsible for it. When one is purchased
of more than ordinary tact and talent, the
overseer is instructed to keep such an one
down by hard tasks and plentiful whipping,
lest lie spoil the whole plantation." Thus is
am'iition, a par:, of his constitutional exist-
ence, cloven down. . ,

Can "they take care rf themselves ?."
I visited this me John Little in his own

house latt January. He was living on one
hundred acres of government land, had been
there less than three years, cleared ' sixteen
acres of eround. exceedingly heavv timber.
ed, performed the logging without any help,
except his wife, has had no assistance of a
team of ony kind, and with their bare hands.
nnd simply with the use of hoe and rake, they
have raised the previous year three hundred
bushels of potatoes, and one hundred bushels
oi wheat; they had purchased themselves a
cow, and with the avails of last year's crop,
a pair oi oxen; ana navmg partaken" with
them of munificent refreshments, kindly be-
stowed, I bade them farewell, and left them
in a fan way of "taking care of themselves."

EMERSON PRESCOTT.

THE KIDNAPPERS.
The following letter is being circulated in

Kentucky, and first appeared in the Frankfort
Commonwealth. Virginia can kidnan with
impunity, the citizens of Ohio, and we think
it not unlikely that Kentucky will see that
the kidnappers she employed, are suffered to
go unpunished. The idea of Ohio Justices
ami Constables appealing to the citizens of
another State for protection, is decidedly rich .

COLUMBUS, O., March 31, 1846.
"Sir On the 27th inst., a man bv the

name of A. C. Forbes, came to my office and
presented te mo a power of attorney, wherein
he was made an authorized azent to arrest a
certain fugitive from labor, a negro man by
the name of Jerry, or Jerry Finney, who
appeared by said power of attorney to be the
property or one lielhsheba I). Long, of the
town of Frankfort, Franklin county, Ken-
tucky, Said power of attorney was witnessed
by a Mr. Long and a Mr. Rennick. and also
oertified by the Clerk of the Court. Mr.
Rennick, and had on it also the seel of the
county, and was also certified by Mr. Win-gat- e,

Justice of the Peace and Presiding
Judge of the Court. On the evening of the
7th of March, said negro man, Jerry Finney,
came into my office, and was arrested while
there by A. C. I1 orbes, who took a solemn
onth that the said Jerry, then present, was
the same fugitive named in the power of
attorney, and that the said power of attorney,
was a true and lawful instrument, and that
the said Bethshnba D. Lone, was the leeal
owner of said slave. I took his affidavit, to
which he was qualified, and he subscribed
his name, which satisfied me that the said
erry, or Jerry Finney, was a fugitive slave.
nd gave the said A. C. Forbes a certificate

to that effect; and he conveyed the said
lave off from here, to take him. as he said.

to his mistress, in Frankfort, Kentucky.
"On the following morning there was a

great excitement in the city of Columbus,
and a rumor was spread abroad that a free
black man was kipnapped, and the Governor
of this State, issued a warrant and number
pursued A. C Forbes.

" About ten o'clock of said day, there was
a warrant issued for myself, brother Henry
V. nnd UavidA. rotter, on a charge of aiuiner
and assisting in said kidnapping; and we
were arrested and examined on such charge
and required to give bail for our appearance
in the sum of $500, each, which we were
not able to do in consequence of the treat
excitement, and we were lodged in the jail of
the county, to await our trial at the next term
of the Court of Common Pleas, on the 28th
day of April next.

My reason for addressing you is, that a
a young man, by the name of John Steven
son, inlormed me, alter r orbes lelt, that f orbes
told him, that he was going to take Jerry
riirht to you, and that you were to have him.
We were arrested on tbe alhdavtt oi said
Stevenson, as I understand ; for he appeared
airainsl us, and has since ran away.

"I wish you, as a friend, to ascertain if
the power of attorney, presented to me by
said Forbes, is a lawful and true one, and if
the said Jorry 1 inney is a slave or not; for
if he is not. it will po verv hard with us and
is a perjury on the said Forbes, inconsequence
of the affidavit he filed with me. '

" And to you, Keuluckians, I appeal, for
redress for the severe treatment we have
received in consequence of the seizure and
conveying off of a slave, is I verily and sol- -

emnly believe Jerry; for I cannot for one
moment believe that said power of attorney
Is a forgery, and that Forbes committed
perjury.
""And we earnestly solicit your aid, for
without, the State prison is our doom; al-
though I acted in good faith.

"The Abolitionists of this plnceare deter-
mined that we shall be convlctod of kidnap
ping- -

" Weire verv iaor. hut Aofv th. (

bring a dishonorable act against us, except
the one now against us, which they deem
great one but I deny being guilty of any
such charge. - -

' Unless you aid and assist U9, you may
rely on it that you never need expect an off-
icer in tiiis section of the country ever again
to tench any thing of the kind for fear of
the Penitentiary; for prejudice and abolition-
ism are bent to imprison any Justice of the
Peace, who dare make an attempt to examine
a fugitive from labor, and more particularly
if he is poor nnd has not money to carry him
through a course of law.- -

" Prejudice is so great that I am Credibly
informed the Governor has issued his procla-
mation, offering a reward ef one thousand
dollars for the apprehension of said Forbes
and Jacob Armitage, the young man that
went with Forbes ; the citizens are to pay
half of said reward.

" Please favor withmo an immudhte an-
swer, and inform me what proof can be had
that Jerry is a slave, and what relief can be
rendered , us in our distressing case. You
may also look for a letter from our attorneys,
F.J. Matthews and Col. N. H. Swayne, as
they will address all those whose signatures
are in said power of attorney, which is in
their hands at this time ; and that is the
reason 1 have not mentioned their christian
names.

WM, HENDERSON, J. P.,
"H.D.HENDERSON,
"D. A. POTTER."

From the Signal of Liberty.
THE SLAVE OF HENRY CLAY.

AMHERSTBURGH, March 13, 1845.
A publio meeting of the citizens of

Canada West, met in Union chap-
el, to hear an address from Lewis Richard-eo- n,

a fugitive from Henry Clay of Ashland,
Kentucky. At half past 7 o'cleck, P. M.
the house was called to order by Mr. L. Fos-
ter, who acted as chairman of the meeting,
and J. Binga, Secretary. After the object of
ma meeting was explained by H. Bibb, of
Detroit, Mr. Richardson proceeded as follows:

" Dear Brethren, I am truly happy to meet
with yeu on British soil, (cheers,) where I
am not known by the color of my skin, but
wnere tne uovernment knows mo as a man.
But I am free from American slavery, after
wearing the galling chains on my limbs 53
years; nine of which it has been ray unhap- -

lui io oe me siaveoi iienry (Jjay. It hasiiy said by some, that Clay's slaves had
rather live with him than be free, but I had
rather this day have a millstone tied to my
neck, and be sunk to the bottom of Detroit
river, than to go back to Ashland, and be his
slave for life. As late as December, 1845.
Henry Clay had me stripped and tied up, and
one hundred and fifty lashes given me on my
naked back ; the crime for which I was so
abused was, I failed to return home on a vis
it to see my wife, on Monday morning be-

fore 5 o'clock. My wife was living on an-
other place, 3 miles from Ashland. During
the 9 years living with Mr. Clay, he has not
given me a hat uor cap to wear, nor a stitch
of bed clothes, except one small coarse blan-
ket. Yet he has said publicly, that his slaves
were ' fat and sleek ! ' But I say if they are,
it is net because they are so well used by
him. They have nothing but coarse bread
and meat to eat, and not enough of that

1 hey are allowanced every week. For each
field hand is allowed one peck of coarse corn
meal, and meat in proportion, and no vegeta-
bles of any kind. Such is the treatment that
Iienry Clay's slaves icceive from him. I
can truly say that I have only one thing to
lament over, ana uii is my oereit wile, who
is yet in bondage. If I only had hei with
me I should be nappy. Yet think not that I
am unhappy. Think not that I regret the
choice 1 have made. I counted the cost be-
fore I started. Before I took leave of my
wife, she wept over me, and dressed the
wodnds on my back, caused by the lash.
I then gave her the parting hand, and starteu
for Canada. I expected to be pursued as a
felon, as I had been before, and to be hunted
as a fox from mountain to cave. I well knew
if I continued much longer with Clay, that I
should be killed by such floggings and abuse
by his cruel overseer in my old age. I want-
ed to be free before I died, and if I should be
caught on the way to Canada and taken back,
it could but be death, and 1 might as well die
with the colic as the fever. With these con-
siderations I started for Canada.

Such usage as this caused me to flea from
under the American eagle, and take shelter
undor the British crown. (Cheers.) Thanks
be to Heaven that I have got here at last: on
yonder side of Detroit river, 1 was recognized
as property; but ou this side I am on free
soil. Hail, Brittania! Shame, America!
(Cheers.) A republican despotism, holding
three millions of our fellow men in slavery !

Oh ! what a contrast between slavery and
liberty ! Here I stand erect, without a chain
upon my limbs. (Cheers.) Redeemed,
emancipated by the generosity of Great Bri
tain. (Cheers.) I now feel as independent
as ever Henry Clay felt when ha was run'
ning for the White House. In fact I feel

better. He has been defeated four or five
times, and I but once. But ha was running
for slavery, and I for liberty. I think I have
oeai mm out of eight. Thanks be to God
that I am eWtnH t f i :e i i . i:v".ub) iiu a uvn livebut one night, I am determined to die on free
"... ,ny oays be lew or many, let me
die sooner or later, my grave shall be made
in free soil."

A song by H. Bibb "The Fugitive's
Triumph." A reply by H. Bibb: "'Dear
friend, in behalf of the citizens of Canada,we hail you with joy we hail youasa broth-
er we bid yoo welcome to all the privileges
and immunities of a citizen of Canada, among
which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness. You are no longer a slave no long-
er three-fifth- s of a man the very momentyou set your foot on British soil, the fetters
fell from your limbs. You are now in a new
country, among strangers, and far from your
friends, and we can sympathize with you
V e know you love what man holds most
dear his parents, relations, wife and chi-
ldrenand heart-rendin- g as it is, we must
give them up, but we will ever pray. And
now, in conclusion, my advice is, go to work
fbr yourself the land is rich and fertile, and
let us prove to Henry Clay and to the world,
that we can take care of ourselves, and let
henesty and integrity be our motto now and
forever."

Moved hv M. NwUn,
ings of this meeting be published in the Sig-
nal of T.ihortv ,, !l .l c -- -- . ..j, ulucr papers inenuiyto the oppressed. Adopted.

J. BINGA, Secretary.

PROSPECTS OF OUR CAUSE.
There are some points of view, whence the

prospects of a moral reform are always bright
and encouraging. From the mount of faith,
the reformer overlooks the clouds and storms
around the path beneath, and gazing far be-
yond the snares, the dangers, and the barri-
ers which opposing influences have placed
across that narrow and rugged way, he sees
its safe and happy termination. But he does
not always occupy this elevated position, and
sometimes while struggling against the dif-
ficulties which impede his progress, amid
thick mists which dim his sicrht and chill hi.
heart, he half forgets the glorious visions he
has had of ih oltimata triumph of the true
and the right, and desires to "see 8 sign "
that his labor. is not in vain. At such a time
it is a source of encouragement and renewed
strength, to discover, around him, sensible
tokens ot advancement. lie will naturally,
and may very properly, look for these, al- -
tnougn u ne linds them not, he should still
hold on his way, relying on the immutable
principles of righteousness, "walkinc by
faith, not by sight." The present aspect of
me Anu-oiave- cause, is such as to afford,
to its friends, much encouragement of this
sort. The evidence that anti-slave- labor
has not been expended in vain, durinir tha
last twelve years, is so plain that " he who
runs may road " it. The wide diffusion of
anti-slave- truth, and the influence which it
has exerted on the. minds of men, revealed
both by individual and organized action aorainst
slavery, forms a striking and delightful con- -
irasi io ma apamy, ma death-lik- e stupor in
which the nation slumbered at the com
mencement of our enterprise. The North is
awake, and is even agitated with the con-
sciousness that her own rights are endanger-
ed by the continuance, and especially by the
extension of slavery. The recent efforts of
the south, to strengthen her peculiar institu-
tion, have excited, in some portions of the
Freo States, a healthful reaction, which, if
kept in ixercise, would greatly accelerate the
destruction of slavery. We have repeated
indications all around us, that the Northern
church can no longer sleep Over the subject,
however she may treat it. The great ques-
tions which are now engrossing the attention
of our national councils are really-thoe- e of
slavery and freedom. The people are every-
where discussing, in one form or other, this
momentous subject, and all that is needed
now, is to keep alive this interest, . and in-

crease this awakened sense of resuonaibilitv.
by a continual reiteration of the doctrines of
freedom, and the duties of the individual, tha
chuich and the state, toward our. enslaved
millions. But to accomplish this, nonsnust
leave his or her portion of. the work to be
done by another, none must imagine that their
services will be valueless, or their influence
unfelt. We all have inalienable responsibil-
ities, as well as " inalienable rights." Let
each remember this, and. come up manfully
to the discharge of them, instead of idly rest-
ing in the hope that another will do the work
which falls to our lot, and the ndvancement
of our cause will add jafipther to the many
proofs that the moral reformer does not labor
in vain, or spend his strength for nought.
We have need to measure, frequently, our
labors, our sacrifices, our self-denia-l, by the
sufferings of the slave- -' The hope which we
have excited In his agonized bosom, must not
b cruelly trifled with ; we are pledged to him,
to our country, and to our God, to life-lon- g

labor if need be, for his deliverance ; and most
cheering evidences are afforded us that our
toil has not been fruitless. Shall we not be
insxousable if we falter now. fa. Freeman,

Sierra Lconc This colony is now gov
erned by a native of the interior of Africa.
William Ferguson, Esq., staff surgeon of the
first class, and principal medical officer on
the western coast of Amca, received his ed
ucation in Edinburgh, and has, by his talent,
earned tha honorable appointment of Govern,
or 01 Sierra teons. Jamaica Uapltit Iteraid

"WHERE IS HENRY CLAY"

The Richmond Whig has an article in re-

ply to this question, which it says hat been
flippantly put by some opponent of " Harry
of the West," from which we inaks the fal-

lowing extracts : ,
" Where is Henry Clay 1 " W laid ha

was in New Orleans but no, that is a mis-
take. He is not there alone. In tha frczeo
mountains of the North, in the vast prairies
of the West, in tha crowded cities of ths
East, in the sunny plains of ths South, go
ask the question, " Where is Henry Clay f"
and a million hands will be clasped on warm
hearts, and a million voices answer, here I

Tell us not that he is out of office ; that he is
a defeated candidate ; that he ean never at-
tain the imperial purple. It may be all
true, but here, deep in the breast of a patri-
otic people, he has an empire more - powerful
and enduring than any office on earth could
give. We love the man, and in loving him,
we feel that we love our country, truth, hon-
or and courage all that can ennoble the hu-
man race. VVe lore him now even more, ae
his glorious sun, every cloud of calumny
vanishing from before its face, goes down in
calm and majestic beauty. Alas far tha
country, when that luminary descends, and
the shadows of night close upon the scene,
with nothing to irradiate the gloom but tha
feeble light of glow-wor- m politicians !"

The question and the eloquent answer sug
gest many other thoughts than those here
expressed, and will awaken other responses,
more true, though perhaps less poetical.

IVhere it Henry Clay J" In what moral
position does lie stand betore this nation and
the world 1 Where and how is his influence
feltt What is he doinir to aid that crest
work which is engrossing the mightiest in-

tellects of the age, which is destined to east
into obscurity the arts of politics, the skill of
statesmanship, the dory of the warrior 1

The great work of human progress! How
does tie estimate man, as man These are
the tests whereby shall be judged his claims
tn the eulogies of his contemporaries, and
the honor of posterity. Let us ask of ths
poor, the oppressed, the outcast of earth :

Have they heard the name of this " immortal
patriot," this " worlJ-renown- " man, and
is it to them a sound of joy and gladness t
Does it bring a gleam of nope to the prison- -
er's cell ; does the bondman hail it at a to-

ken of deliverance I - Let ut go to the " tun-
ny plains of the South," and hold up to ths
gaze of its enslaved population the picture
of Henry Clay, as portrayed in hit own
wordt: "I am opposed to every scheme of
emancipation gradual or immediate." HMy
slaves are fat and sleek ! " And let us ask
that unhappy band, where is the original 1

Will "a million hands be clasped upon warm
hearts, and a million voices answer, herI t "
Let us go to Ashland, where, indeed, he it '

not " out of office," where " he hat an em-
pire as powerful " and despotic as he ean
desire, and let us ask of his sixty slaves, if
he lives deep in their patriotic hearts T If
they feel that in loving him, they love "all
that can ennoble the human race 1 " Ay,
let us ask that aged mother, who hat seen
her children; one after another, removed from
his plantation and sold far away, if the can-
not forget her wrongs while gazing on the
brightness of " his spotless fame," and
enliven her cheerless, desolated horns, with
the rays of that "glorious sun" which it go
ng down " in calm and maiestio beauty 1 "

Posterity will remember Henry Clay, and
they will remember that he was a slatihoi-de- r.

They will remember the singU vote
which perpetuated slavery in Arkrnsat, by,
defeating the bill which would have made
the year 1811 a jubilee to emancipated thou-
sands there. They will remember not only
the elevated position which intellectual great-ne- st

may have given him, but will ask on
which side of the great battle between right
and wrong, between humanity and its foee.
was that mighty intellect enlisted! And of .
what importance to him is the noisy breath of
popular applause, for a few brief days com-
pared with the calm and aober judgment of
the Future, the truthful verdict of the op
pressed of this nation, and the decision of hie
own conscience, which are yet to be rendered
concerning him I The blessing of those who
are " ready to perish," is worth a thousand
fold more than all the honors which the
world has striven to heap upon him. Fa,
Freeman.

We give the following case of a holy min
ister of the gospel, brought up by the Baptist
Association of Alabama, and held by them as
property, by a length of chain extended over
the limits of their territory, and thus far per-
mitted to preach the unsearchable riches of
Christ. Mind you this is the story told by
those Baptist ministers themselves, through,
the Christian Index a Baptist paper publish' '

"REV. BAPTIST MINISTER, CAESAR."
" A good colored man hat fallen in Israel.'
Departed this life, on the 24th of Nov. last.

in the city ot Montgomery, Ala., alter linger-
ing a few months, apparently with old age,
the Rev. Baptist minister, Cesar, in the
76th year of his age. Cassar was a native of

irgmia, a servant, and emigrated to Alaba
ma with his master, Mr. John lilackwoll, in
the early settling of the country. Cesar be
ing a good servant, and a zealoua and good r

1 preacher of the Gospel of Christ, his Blaster .
gave htm considerable liberty and time, te .

o and discharge his duty at a minister, un-
til his master died. '
i " Then, on the 15th day of December, 1828, ,
the .llabama Dtiptist Association purchased


