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FARMER VITALLY CON-
CERNED IN RAILROADS| Barn
‘What The Earopean

War Means To The

American Farmer

That every city of any size in|

- the counlry is full of thousands
* of idle men at the present moment

is a fact well known lo every
reader of newspapers—for hard-

"+ Iy a day, paspes that the press is

* burgh, Cleveland and other large

not full of comment about the
hungry thousands who stand in
thie “bread line" in every large
center of population. Nor is this
state of affairs due to the policy
ol any particular political party,
hut rather the ouigrowth of con-
“ditions which have been slowly
but surely erystalizing for a num-
ber of years, In the firsl place,
the Corn Bell—the greal bread
baskel of the nation—has had a
series of slim crops in most sec-
lions, and this naturally has had
a depressing effect upon business
condilions. Again, we have been

_ passing (hrough a period of indus-

trial readjustment—of changing
from the loose methods which pre
vailed a dozen or so years ago
over lo a policy of strict govern-
ment control of public service
corporations and a sharp inguiry
into the conduet of all other large
corporalions—and in trying to
slamp out the abuses of the pasl,
fhe pendulum has swung so far
in the other direction that so far
us the railroads are concerned, at
Teast, it hrealens lo precipitate
the most of them which are not
already in the hands of receivers
upon the rocks of financial wreck
and. ruin.
That the depressed financial
condition of the railroads is large-
* Iy responsible for the great army
of unemployed was vividly de-
monstrated by a prominent St.
Louis newspaper the other day
when il showed thal nine St.
Louis manufacturing establish-
ments which deal in railroad sup-
plies employed 14,673 men one
year ago, whereas now they em-
ploy only 4,503, with a reduction
in their payrolls amounting to
$588.700 per month, or over seven
million dollars a year. If the ef-
fect upen only nine enterprises is
. as far reaching as Lhis what would
the figures show il they were
available for similar indusiries
and the other hundreds of enter-
prises affected in a greater or less
tegree: throughoul the country?
Nearly all of these concerns have
on hand hundreds of thousands
of dollars' worth of finished
equipment which was ordered by
the railroads a year or so ago,
but which they have not been able
{0 pay for; in the meantime, nol
being able to pay for goods al-
ready ordered, the railroads are
nol placing any new contracls,
and unless they receive speedy
assislance from the [nlerstate

lions of American laboring men?

Another Serious Phase.
Important as is the employ-
ment of labor, there is anolther
phase of this problem which calls
for profound thought at the hands
of all thinking cilizens, and espe-
cially the farmer. In last week’s
article we ciled the fact that in
their desperate efforts to make
both ends meel, many railroads
are “burning the candle at both
ends"—that in order to bolster
up their securities and keep out
of the hands of receivers the roll-
ing stock and roadbeds of many
lines have been deteriorating ra-
pidly for a number of years and
hence are in no position to han-
dle a big season's lonnage, should
the strain of a heavy crop vear
suddenly descend wupon them.
That the great foreign war will
produce the highest prices ever
known for the foodstulfs produc-
ed by the farmer is admitted on
all hands, and if there ever was a
time when he will need adequate
and efficient shipping facilities
it will be during the next two or
three years—and yel we atre ac-
tually facing perhaps the most
prosperous period the American
farmer has ever known with
many American railroads in a di-
Iapidated physical condition. No
sooner had the great European
war burst upon the world than
Congress realized that our mer-
chant marine was utterly weak
and inefficient, Steps were al
once taken to make the best of the
situation and lo repair as speed-
ily as possible our neglected ship-
ping facilities upon the high seas
—and thal the handicap has al-
ready cost the American people
millions of dollars during the last
few months is so palent that it re-
quires no extended comment, It
is one thing to have markels in
all parts of the world which have
heretofore been supplied by the
greal warring nalions begging for
American goods and foodstuffs—
bul if is quile another thing to
have American ships in which to
deliver these cargoes.

Will we now add to the neglect
of an adequate merchanl marine
the further folly of permitting
our railroads to gel inlo such a
weakened physical condition that
they will break down under the
strain of delivering the products
of the farmer and the manufac-
turer at our ocean poris and thus
largely waste the greal opportun-
ity for profit which the foreign
war will unquestionably bring
us? This is a phase of the pres-
enl situation which commands
lhe serious thought of every far-
mer in Kansas and the Corn Bell

Commerce Commission and the
tale-making authorities of (he dif-
ferent states the tendency will be
for Labor conditions Lo grow grad-
ually warse rather than betler,

In last week's article we referr-
ed to (he facl that the railroads
are the largest emplovers of la-
bor in the United States and thal
duriag the last fiscal year they
paid oul over lhirleen hundred
million dollirs in wages to the
army of men and women who con-
duct their business. We also re-
ferred Lo the fact that they paid
oul almost 4 thousand million
dollars for steel, coal, lumber and
other supplies, of which they are
the largest consumers in the coln-
try, and therefore the chief sup-
port of the hundreds of thousands
employed in these greal indus-
fries

In view of these facts, is il nol
plain to any think man that it is

“of tremendous importance fo the
whole country that the railroads
be permitled 1o earn a reasonable
income if lhe millions of Ameri-
can laboring men are lo be kept
profilubly employed?

Does nol any man know thal
if the thousands who are this mo-
menl hunting for work in Chica-
g0, St. Louis, New York, Pills-

cities were profilably employed
thal it would mean a higher price
for what the farmer has o sell
and that it would be reflected in
l.“l:i :uh:eipl:p::f (&mq merchant
output of every faclo
in the nation? i i
In view of such a serious stale
of affairs, can the average farmer
of business man afford to
the small increase in rates which
is necessary to once more put the
+Is not the amount of

generally—for here is where the
{lion's share of the nation's food-
{stuffs are produced and here is
{where lirmers cannol afford lo
be hampered by inadequale trans-
porlation facilities if they are lo
make the most of favorable mar-
kel opportunities.

There is not a single manager
of a Cenlral of Western railroad
who will nol admil that the pres-

locomolives and box cars could

ments of several bountiful crop

years—and yel they haven'l the|(here ever a lime when the far-
funds with which to supply (his| mers of Kansas and other Corn
equipment and thus be prepared|Bell states can view the future
for the emergency when it comes | with as much assurance, or when

-a8 il undoubledly will,
Farmers Will Profit.

tune to say thal the American far-|
mer is cerlain lo reap a larger|
tions which exist in Ewrope than
any other elass of lradesmen ur|
citizen. So far as our manufac-
turers are concerned, while new
markels are undoubtedly beckon-
ing lo the United States, yet on
the other hand, for several years
to come, the splendid trade which
we enjoyed in Germany, England,
France, Austria and Russia on
our manufactured products is cer-
Lain {o remain demoralized—and
thus we will be fortunate if we
do not lose more than we can hope
lo gain in new fields, with whose
needs we are not yet familiar, sind
to which il is certain to require
some years to adjust ourselves.

It is the American farmer, how-

nol successfully meel the require- | geqs.

{ [airly every other greal indusiry
- s I 3 s nalt . 9
In this connection, it is oppor-|in the nation as now?

: {over 20 per cenl over last vear,
enl supply of firsl-class freight|

WAT WOODWARD AVEMW DETROIT, MICM,

ey Oldfield Breaks World’s N
- Stop Road Race Record -
mn a Maxwell

LOS ANGELEB CALIF MOV 2814

MRs WALTER €. FLANDERS, PRESIDENT .
MAXYELL MOTOR COMPNY, INCORPORATED <L

DETRONT MICH.

TN ALL MY EXPERIENCE IN THE RACING GAME, NEVER HAVE ) HAD AB GATISFACTORY

A NOUNT AS THE MAXWELL NUMBER "§4" WHICH ) DROVE IN THE CORONA ROAD RACE
THANKEGEVING DAY WITH PRACTICALLY NO PREPARATION IN A CAR ¥ITH WHICH &
WAS ABSOLUTELY UNFAMILIAR, | WENT THE ENTIRE 300 MILES wiTHOUT A SINGLE

ST0P, THEREBY ESTABLISHING A WEW WORLD'S NONE BTOP ROAD RACE RECORD AND :
FINISHING IN SECOND LACE, THE VAXWELL CAR BENAVED IN PERFECY SHAPE, :

RAN COOL AND EMOOTM THROUGH THE ENTIRE RACE AND WAD PLENTY OF SPEED Fom
ANY RACEs | MAD IT DOPED THAT 85 MILES PER HOUR, WOULD WIN THE RACE: ™Al

WAB THE REABON § AVERAGED QNLY 85«5MILES, CAR | DROVE WAS TME wosy
CONSISTENT PERFORMER IN THE RACE,

Barney Oldfield has driven dozens of different !
makes of racing cars. His unqualified endorse-'| *
ment of the Maxwell Racer he drove in
Corona Race—speaks for itself. |

SEE THE NEW 1915 MAXWELL AT |
). A. Pritchard’s Auto S[lop

TIRES SHOWED PRACTICALLY N WEARe
USED 23 GALLONS OF GASOLINE = 3 GALLONG OF Olky NO WATER,

BARNEY OLOFIELD,

618PM,

-. I'I'{
&e . L 8
.. ,' - -I

1000 Main Street, - - 14
Great Bend, Kans. -
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ber were valued al $40,250,000, or
almost four limes as much as in
November of last year, while
meat and caltle exports amounted
1o nearly $14,000,000, or 4 gain of

and this despile our miserable
shipping facililies on the high

In the light of these facls, was

they can so well afford to treal

Pulting it in the lerms of sound
business policy, was lhere ever
4 lime when (hey should do their
part 1o the end that American la-
bor may be profilably employed
in all the greal channels of in-
dustry, and that our [(ransporla-
tion syslem may be kept up to a
high point of efficiency, so thal it
may adequalely discharge lhe
heavy shipping burdens which
will undoubledly descend upon
it in the nol distant fulure?

No other single ageney in the
nation has had more to do with
the advancement of land values
than have the railroads, and as
evidence of this fact, the proxi-
mity of a farm lo the market al-
most invariably fixes ils selling
value, Kansas and every other
Central and Western state ig still

ments were looked upon with fa- |
vor al home and abroad, and
hence, i there is a class of citi-
zens in the land who should be
vilally inlerested in rescuing the
railroads from the piliable plight
in which they lind themselves al
the present moment it is the far-
mer. As a maller of fact, were il
not so tremendously far-reaching
in ils effect, the coniroversy over
a slight increase in railroad rales
would largely resemble a tempes|
in a tea pol—a. matler which
should be settled in the brief
space of lime required to apply
the remedy. When a private in-
dustry, greal or small, advances
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Dr. Charles Hogper came in

Buy your wife or daughter that

piano you have heen promising|

| them for years. We have a larger

stock than we care to carry and
are going to get rid of them re-
gardless of price, We can ar-
range for easy payments if you
so desire.—Hooper Drug Co,, The
Rexall Store.

Superinlendent Senter of the
city schools, who has been on the
sick list for [he past iwo weeks,
is still confined to his home and
it will be several days yet before
he will be able to resume his
work.

cisco.

from San Francisco last week to*
spend his Christmas, with home
Tolks, Mr. and Mrs. C, A,

and family, and left Saturday for
SL. Louis to attend to some busi-
ness mallers before refurning to
his work as one of the Instrue-
tors in the medical department of
the Affiliated College in San Frans =
The folks here
know thal he was
coming home at this time and the
surprise was a most joyful one, =

See Zudora al the Fcho
next Friday, January 8,

didenst

b

<

the price of ils commodities we
lake it us a maller of course and
say nothing aboul il—and in the

We Save You $30.00 To $90.00 On @ Funeral

pusl we have opposed a square
deal for the railroads largely be-
cause lhe people did nol under-
stand their imporiance to the na-
tion, because they were angered
at occasionnl abuses which strict
governmental regulation has for-
ever eliminated and because for
some years designing polilical op-
portunisis have found abuse ofl
the railroads an easy road fo pub-
lic prefermenl. That public sen-
timent, however, is changing ra-
pidly and that we will soon reach
a sane understanding between the
people and the railroads, which
are so vitally essential to the ag-
ricultural and commercial ‘pro-
gress ol every community in the
nation, is becoming more and
more apparent every day. (Paid
adv. To be continued.)

mum came

| up from Ellinwood last Thursday
vening lo spend Christn ad |

D. ;‘WS N \'4'
is l'" :‘- = :-'i"‘} ">

3 Vit o

Here are some of the
A § 470 Fuperal for o, .,,.......0 2000

A 750 Funersi for ..
A 10080 Funeral for .
A 12000 Faneral for ..
A 1608 Faneral for ..., i
A 158 Fuooeral for ............

1407 Main Street ]
J. B. WILLIS—Phone 456 Green |
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We can make you a farm loan,
rate loans promptly. Priy
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