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STATE GOVERNMENT.
birnnor Tiiomu A Osbom
Lieutenant Governor .". M J Salter
Secretary or State T II Cavanaugh
State Treasurer Samuel Lappin
Attorney General A M F Randolph
State Auditor .7. l W Wilder
Sup't Public Instruction JohnFtater

COUNTY OFFICERS.
IPWTalcott Ditriet Judge
rrFAeerg; Probate Judge
VraThttsher, County Treasurer
I A NeedhanV, ....County Clerk

GM Brown; Register of Deeds
3 a. Brairds A!to.rne2
U;il Simpson,'
3 E!RryIi, .Superintendent Public schools
3 lVU . - SheruT
fcrman Rboades, Surveyor
II Horrille, 1

A WJlowland, i Commissioners
Isaac Bonebrake, J

.CITY OFFICERS.
W C Jones Mayor
JK Boyd, Police Judge
u n ppie, i
V F Acers, j
JIIRichards, Councilnfen
W II Richards,
C M Simpson, J
John Francis, .Treasurer
WJ.Sawv ....Clerk
Same Simpson Street Comniiiner
Clark CoffiUd.. ; Marshal

CHURCHES.
METHODIST EPISCOPAL.

Corner of Jtffrson avenue and Broadway St.
Services every Sabbath at 10K a.m. and 7 p. m.
Prayer meeting Thursday evenings at 7 p. m.

It. K. Mltii, Pastor.

PRCSfiYTERIAN.
Corner Madisoa avenue and Western street.

Services 10'f a. in. and? p. m. Sunday School at
Sa.m. S. G. Clark, Pastor.

BAPTIST.
On Sycamore street. Services every Sabbath at

10Ka.ro. and 7 1 re. Prayernieeting on Thurs-
day evening. Cturch meeting at a p. m. on
Saturday before the first Sabbath in each month.
Sabbath School at 9K o'clock a. m.

C. T. Floyd, Pastor.

Secret Societies.

idLA LODGE, NO. 38,
A F. & A. Masons meets on the first
and third Saturdays in every month
Brethren in good standing are invitedm to attend 31. DeMOsS, W. M.

C. Giixihax, fcec'y.

IOLA LODGE, NO. 21,

ifi-- N. I O. of Odd Fel
lows hold their regular

I meetings ererr Tues- -
' day eveninz. in their

nail, Dexi iioor norm 01 uic posi umev. isuuig
brethren in good standing, arc im ilea to attena

J C. MURRAT, N G.
James Suifsox, Sec'y. .

fjotcls.

LELAND HOUSE.
ALLEN, Proprietor. IOLA, Kiiw.BD. fcoiwe has been thoroughly repaired

and refitted and ts ?w the most desirable place
in the city for travelers to stop. No pains will be
spared to make the guests of the Lel-in- fed at
home. Baggage transferred to and from Depot
free of charge.

CITY HOTEL,
"D'CttAED PROCTOR, Proprietor. Iola,
IV Kansas. Single meals 25 cents. Day board-
ers one dollar per day. 5

ttortteijs.

NELSON F. ACERS,
AT LAW, Iola, Allen county,

ATTORNEY Has the only full and complete set
of Abstracts of Allen county.

J C. Mcbrat. J. H. Richards,
County Attorney.

MURRAY & RICHARDS,
COUNSELORS AT LAW.--VXDATTORNEYS sums from S.v) 00 to S5,000 00

loaned oi louj: time upon Improved Farms in
Allen, Anderson, Woodfou, and Neosho coun-

ties .

J. K. BOYD,
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE. Office over Rich-- J

ards 4 Cowan's grocery and provision store.

fHtsceUnneous.

L. L. LOW,
AUCTIONEER. Iols, Kansas.

GENERAL in Allen and adjoining counties.

M. DeMOSS, M. D.,
over Jno. Francis & Co.'s Drugstore

Residence on Washington avenue, 2nd door
south Neosho street.

c J. N. WHITE,
T TNDERTAKER, Madison avenue, Iola, Kan--

sas. Wood coffins constantly on hand and
Hearse always in readiness. Metalic Burial Cases
"furnished on short notice.

H. REIMERT,
Iola. Kansas. Scott Brother's old

TAILOR. Clothing made to order In the latest
and best Styles. guaranteed. Clea-

ning and repairing done on short notice.

T. M. NICHOLS,
having opened a first-cla- ss shnp onBARBER, Midboii avei"ie axt to beck's

building, announces to the that lie is pre-
pared to do all kinds of barber work at lowest
'prices. The room is newly furnUhed and e ery
thing in apple pie order.

D. F. GIVENS,
itT rATCnMAKER, JEWELER, AND CLOCK
XVV Repairer, at the posloflice, Iola, Kansas.
Clocks, Watches and Jewelry, promptly and
neatly repaired and warranred. A line assort-
ment of Clocks, Jewelry, Gold pens and other
fancy articles, which will be sold cheap. .

SHERIFF'S SALE.
8TATE OF KANSAS, co"

COCXTT OF ALLEX, jM- -

In the Distrirt Court the 7th Judicial District,
sitting in and for Allen County Kansas.

Charles E. Briggs, Piaintiu',
vs.

D. C. Brubakerand Mary C. Brubaker, Defend- -
ents.' 3v Tirtue of an ontSr of sale in the above

rfintttted cause, issued out of the District Court of
the 7th Judicial District in and for said county
and State, I will on

Tuesday, February 1st 1876.
at 2 o'clock p. m. of said day at the front door of
the Court House of Allen county in the city of
Iola, Kansas, oner for sale at public auction to
the highest and belt bidder for cash in hand the
following described real estate, to wit:

Lots sis (ti) and seven (7) in block fifty-nin- e (39)

in the city of Iola, Kansas, appraised at four
hundred dollars, (SWJ.00 )

Said real estate to be sold to satisfy said order
of sale.'' Sheriff's office, Iola, Kansas, December 2tth,
J9T3. ' J. L. WOODIX.

1 sw Sheriff Allen county

ON WELL, IMPROVEDMOM FARMS, on five years time or
less at a lower rate of interest

r than ever before charged in this
TO LOU1 State.

J. B W ATKINS & CO. ,
Lawrence. Kansas.

Address Jhem at Lawrence Manhattan, Em-jwn- a,

Humboldt, Parsons or Wichita. 36yrl

Cheap: Good; Sytiemlic.
ADVEB.TIBTNO: contemplate making con-

tracts with newspapers ror the insertion of adver-
tisements, should send 25 Cental to Geo. P.
Rowell & Co.. 41 Park Row, New York, for their
FAMPHLET-BOO- K con-
taining lists of over aOOO newspapers and estimates
showing the cost; advertisements taken for lead-i- n

papen In many state at a tremendous reduc-

tion Son saUiabu' rates. On tkz Book, 3yl

GOVEBNOE'S MESSAGE.

To the Legislature:
The circumstances under which tb

Legislfiture assembled a year ago wefvi
the reverse of eoconragiDg. A great
calamity had fallen upon the people.
Grave apprehensions for the future were
very generally entertained. Thousands
who had been overwhelmed by the mag-
nitude of the disaster were the grateful
recipients of substantial favors from the
more fortunat&citizens ot otfecr States.
The projects of legisletio'rl which exceed-
ed all others in interest were those which
looked to the relief of the people from
immediate and prospective siifTerinir.
The annual message of the Executive
dwelt largely upon this theme, and the
appeals of the needy were coming up
from nearly every quarter ot the state.

Rarely has a transformation been more
complete and surprising than that which
a single year has brought about. Twelve
months ago the whole country was agi-
tated with the accounts of our trials' and
our destitution. I very much doubt
nh'ethcr there exists in any quar-
ter of the globe, a population of six
hundred thousand people, with a smaller
proportion dependent upon public or
private charity, than is to be found in
Kansas. With improved circumstances
has come an improved state of public
feeling. Notwithstanding the financial
depression common to the whole country
and the limited enterprise and progress
incident to such a condition, there is a
spirit of contentment and hopefulness
abounding in the State such as has
scarcely been manifested in its previous
history.

Reflecting upon the benign influences
which have conspired to bring content-
ment out of desolation, and from famine
to evoke plenty, the hearts of the most
indifferent must be lifted in humble
gratitude to that Supreme Power in
whose coutrol are the destinies of State
and individuals. There has, indeed,
been no miraculous intervention, but it
is not difficult to trace a benehcent
superintendence in the rewards which
nave Deen assigned to numan activity
and perseverence. Nor are our people
Itkelv to undervalue the ma ten less ter
tility of soil which, through the produc
tions ot a single year, has wrougut sucii
cheering results, and added so many
millions to the wealth of the State.

While it is probable that no one will
be disposed to question the faithfulness
of the exhibit thus made in general
terms, a few extracts from the agricul-
tural statistics of the State will be found
stili more expressive. Thus, the culti
vated area was 3.669,769 acres in 1874,
against 4,749,900 in 1875; the taxable
acres, 16,996,746 against 17,672,137 in
1875; the value of farm products, 4,

against $43,970,494 in 1875;
bushels of wheat, 9,881,383, against

in 1875; of corn, 15.699.07S,
against 80,798,769 in 1875; of flax, 174,-69- 8,

against 447,864 in 1875. It need
scarcely be stated that the agricultural
interests of the State exceed all others
in importance, and you will require no
prompting to induce you to promote the
prosperity of this interest by every legit-

imate means within your control.
I "also gather from the statistics the

cheering fact that within the past year
the manufacturing interests of the State
have increased in number from 305 to
604, or about one hundred per cent. We
may not, of course, reasonably look for-

ward to the day when we will be able to
compete with Eastern States in the vari-
ety and extent ot our manufacturing
industries, but we may certainly hope
for their growth and development in
such a degree as will enable us to supply
the greater part of the home demand for
staple articles.

My attention has been called to the
great importance of an industry which
nas recently oeeu esuiousneu in mis
State, and which with proper encourage
ment, bids fair to develop into extensive
proportions. I allude to the culture of
silk, as now in progress in Franklin
county. Ihe total value ot silt con
sumed annually iu the United States is
stated to be $54,362,077, of which all
but $10,452,409 is imported from foreign
countries; and it is urged that with
proper governmental recognition and
protection all that --is needed for home
consumption might easily be produced
in this country, as well as a suplus for
exportation. The existing taritsecms
to discriminate against home industry
in this instance, and it is claimed that
by placing the machinery requisite foi
the manufacture of raw silk upon the
free list our own manufacturers may
be able tq compete with those abroad.
It occurs to me that it would be well to
memorialize Congress on this subject,
and, perhaps, also to ofler a reasonable
bounty for the growth of the plantations
necessary for the maintainanco of silk
worms. I commend this interesting
industry, as well as all our manufactur-
ing interests, to your fostering care.

STATE FINANCES.

It is a source of continued gratifica-
tion tlia., notwithstanding the general
depression throughout the country, the
treasury nas promptly met an the de-

mands which have been made upon it.
The credit of the State i3 as good as any
citizen could have reasonably expected
or desired. The warrants drawn upon
the treasury are equal to cash, while the
few State bonds held in the East now
command s. premium. The fact that
last year we were operating under a new
financial system, with vastly reduced
iienalties for ol taxes, ren-- J

ders the present financial condition of
the State doubly gratifying.

The total bonded indebtedness of tho
Slate is $1,385,775, and the fcsdurcc.
belonging to the various funds in the
treasury are, cash, $123,745 01; bonds,
$1,403,319.09; and taxes due from the
various counties, 54lG,0S3.oU: a tout of
$1,943,687,49. Of the bonded indebted
ness, $769,5o0 is held by the State as an
investment for its several permanent
funds. Of the outstanding bonds, $150,-00- 0

will fall due on the first of July
next. These were the first bonds issued
by the State, and were authorized by
the Legislature of 1861 for the purpose
of putting the new State government in
motion, and deiraymg its current ex-
penses. The sinking fund in the treas-
ury, created for the final redemption of
State securities, has reached the sum of
$227,525. This is invested in the bonds
of the State and of the United States,
and it will be the duty of the Sinking
Fund Commissioners to sell a sufficient
amount of them to take up the bonds
aooui to mil uue. i

.

X

The total receipts of the treasury from
taxes durfiig the fiscal year, were 1,

of which $430,774.79 was credited
t8 the general revenue f'ind, the remain-
der going into the annual school; inter-
est and. sinking funds. From the gen-
eral revenue is paid the current expen-
ses of the State government, including
tue salaries 01 state anu juuiciai outran,,
the expenses of the Legislature, public
printing, the support of our educational
and benevolent institutions, and the
money invested U the permanent public
buildings. To it careful consideration
of th'e items embraced in the disburse-
ment of this considerable sum your at-

tention xhould bb earnestly and vigor-
ously directed. From this sum there
was expended during the year $496,512.- -

58, leaving undrawn, of the appropria-
tions made last winter, $17,941.57. Up-
wards of one-fourt- or about $140,000,
was for the erection of permanent pub-
lic buildings, while nearly one-hal- f of
the remainder was for the support of the
various State institutions.

The people expect of us that where
retrenchment is practicable, we shall
retrench; but in legislation governing
public expend;.re3 intelligent discrim-
ination is indispensable. The means for
the prompt and efficient transaction of
the public business should be liberally
provided, but no expenditure of doubt-
ful utility should bo authorized except
after the most rgid scrutiny. Needless
expenditures, although perhapssanction-e- d

by precedent should be steadily re-

fused.
LOCAL TAXATION.

It is well to keep in view the fact that
the bulk of our taxes is ot a local char-

acter. The State tax is but a small part
of that which the people arc called upon
to pay ; and when it is considered that
during its brief existence the State gov-

ernment has expended nearly two mil-
lion dollars in the erection of its perma-
nent public buildings, it seems quite the
reverse of exorbitant. This should not,
however, interfere to prevent a most
rigid scrutiny of the various items which
go to make up the appropriation bilLs,

(ana a turtner reduction wnenever umay
be found possible.

A great part of our local taxation
and that which makes it indeed burden-
some is the result of the extreme reck-

lessness with which the various local
governments rushed into debt in years
gone by. Pay-da- y is coming now, and
the money necessary to meet the interest
on bonds so lavishly voted, and to create
a sinking fund for their final redemption
must be raised by taxation.

To a" want of proper interest on the
part of the people in the selection of
their local officers and the management
of their local affairs, can likewise be
attributed much of the extravagant ex-

penditure. The local school boards,
township trustees and county commis-
sioners, are among the most important
offices in the gift of the people; and yet
it is a noticeable fact that in the elec
tion3 they are too often regarded as of
minor importance, and unnt. men are
frequently called upon to fill them. This
conumon oi anairs is iiul geni.-i.ii-

, u) any
means, hut it is too often exhibited, and
it would be well if a healthy public sen
timent could be created which would
admit of only the best men occupying
these positions. An office of inferior
dignity is made honorable in proportion
as it is honorably filled. The fact that
one of the best road overseers of the Old
Dominion was an has pas-

sed into history, and it is scarcely to be
doubted that the repute of his services
in the humbler station was of more
excellent character than that which
attended hisdischarge of more important
duties. The creation of such a public
sentiment as I have suggested, supple
mented by the assurance that the indi-
vidual would certainly become infamous
in the public estimation, who snouiu
report to corriipt means to obtain an
official position, would result in a won-

derful improvement in the conduct of
public affairs, as well as in the public
morals. While much is lost by the
election of dishonest men td responsible
positions, a careful consideration of the
matter forces me to the conclusion that
still more is lost by the choice of incom-

petent and careless ones. The remedy
for these and kindred difficulties is with
the people themselves. Let them apply it.

I commend to your careful considera-
tion the whole subject of local taxation,
in the hope that some plan may be
devised which will lead to a material
reduction of the burden.

THE REVENUE LAWS.

There are some serious defects in the
revenue laws, to which attention is called
by the State Treasurer. Prior to the
passage of the law providing for the pay-

ment of taxes semi-annuall- the sale of
lands for delinquent taxes took place in
Mav. while the County Treasurers were
required to settle with the State on or
betore the first of July. In the adoption
of the present law in 1874, the time for
the sale of lands was postponed to aept-tembe- r,

but the law with referenco to
settlements with the State was left un-

changed. As a result a very large pro-
portion of the deferred payments do not
come into the County Treasuries until
after the July settlement, and the State
is liable to be left without the necessary
funds in its vaults to meet its liabilities.
Some provision should be made by which
all the State tax collected up to the
close of the tax sales should be promptly
paid into the'State Treasury.

A thorough revision of the law for the
collection of the revenue might prove
profitable to the State.

CHECKS UPON TnE TREASURY.

The system of accounts in the offices
of the Auditor and the Treasurer should
be thoroughly revised, with a view of
affoiding a more complete protection to
the Treasury. Immediately after the
appointment of Mr. Francis nearly two
years ago, he and the auditor, in the
absence of any law requiring it,
provided some new record books,
and vastly improved the manner of
keeping the accounts by which the
checks are maintained on the treasury.
I am confident, however that there is
still further room for improvement in
that direction, and that it ought to be
provided for by act of the Legislature.
The system should be well defined, and
should have the sanction of a statute.
Every dollar whichls paid into the treas
ury and every bond, which under the
law, is deposited there, should be charged

i:i:raiust that office on the books of the
Auditor. The system is specially defec-- j

live wua reiereace to pay uieot oi money

to the Treasurer upon bonds and coupons
held by him.

A thorough revision of the entire
system of recounts, by competent ac
cou n tan fs. would be advisable; ana it
would be well, also, to authorize, by
ceneral enactment, such officers as rttiy
be named to establish additional safe-

guards where they may be deemed ife'e- -

essary.
THE PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND.

From a statement obtained from the
Auditor on the 27th day of November
last, I learned that on that day the Per
manent School Fund should have con'
taiued $37,476.05 in cash, and $1,164,- -
030.01; fu bonds. Of these bonds $ot0,-
725.00 were issued by the State; $503,- -

309.09 by school districts, anu JSluu.uw
by the city of Lawrence. Prior to the
session of the Legislature held in 1872,
the School Fund Commissioners were
restricted by law to thp purchase ofState
and United States bonds in the invest
ment of the Permanent School Fund.
During that session the law was changed
so as to include the'bor.'Js of school dis
tricts; hence the large aSiount of securi-
ties of this character, as above indicated,
in the treasury.

From interviews with the proper
officers, early in the past year, I learned
that no interest had been paid on several
issues of bonds then in the fund, and it
was determined that measures should be
taken to collect it. Fourteen thousand
five hundred dollars of these securities,
the greater part of which had been
purchased as long back as 1872, were
believed to be of very doubtful value,
and the institution of legal proceedings
was resorted to with a view' of testing
their genuineness. The report of the
Attorney General, herewith transmitted,
will give you such .information as is in
the possession of the State Government
in regard to these bonds, and will show
vou what steps have been taken by him
and by the School Fund Commissioners
to secure the state trom loss.

Upon different occasions in September,
October and November last, the School
Fund Commissioners purchased the bonds
of various school districts, in Mitchell,
Jewell and Republic counties, amounting
in the aggregate to $19,400.00, paying
therefor the accustomed rate ot ninety
cents on the dollar, and the accrued
interest. These bonds were, in the month
of December, discovered to be forgeries,
and measures were at once instituted
having in view the detection aud pun-
ishment of the criminals, and the resto-
ration ot the money wrongfully, taken
from the school fund. The general
circumstances attending this entire
transaction, will be understood from a
perusal of the dKcial correspondence, a
copy of which is herewith transmitted,
and which has been communicated to the
public through the press. Special facte
and circumstances, which it has not been
deemed prudent to publish iuldctail,
seemed to demand an immediate rtfingo
in the treasury, and, impelled by that
necessity, but without specific authority
of law, I suggested to Mr. Lappin that
his resignation would be acceptable, and
it was promptly tendered. For the sec
ond time during my incumbency of the
executive office, lion. John was
invited to assume the arduous and re-

sponsible duties of State Treasurer, and
his acceptance is a sufficient guaranty
to the people that those duties will be
honorably discharged.

Suits have been brought against Mr.
Lappin and his sureties for the recoverv
of the money of which the school fund
has been defrauded, through the purchase
of these forged bonds. Criminal pro
ceedings have also been instituted against
him for participation in the forgeries,
and he has been held to answer at the
next term of the District Court fo r
Shawnee county. It would not become
me to enter upon a discussion ot the facts
which impelled the instigation of legal
proceedings! the impropriety of such a
course will be obviops. The cases are to
be judicially determined, and while I
intend to insist upon a vigorous prosecu-
tion, it is far from my purpose to say or
do anything which might have a tenden-
cy to prejudice the rights of the accused,
or to lessen the chances of a fair and
impartial trial. It is proper to add,
however that the public intercstdemands
that the person or persons guilty of this
crime should be punished, and that, too
without unnecessary delay, lue gov
ernment is strong in proportion as it
shows itself entitled to the confidence of
the people. The prompt, faithfulatid
fearless discharge of duty by all public
officers, and a vigorous executuion of the
law, are the only means by which that
confidence can be preserved. It will be
the duty of the .Legislature to provide
proper department ot me government
with the funds requisite with the ener-
getic prosecution of these cases.

A full investigation, by the Legislature
of the management of the school fund, is
desired by the Commissioners, and
would seem to be proper.

The repeal of the law of 1872 author-
izing the investment of this fund in
school district bonds, is earnestly recom-
mended, together with an amendment
requiring that all securities, purcdacd
by the Commissioners shall lie inspected
and approved by the Auditor, and a
record thereof kept in his office.

PCDLIC INSTITUTIONS.

Pursuant to a recommendation em-

braced iu my first annual message, tlTe

Legislature of 1873 passed an act reorgan
izing the public institutions ot tue state,
for tte puropse of securing uniformity
and a greater degree of efficiency. It
was my earnest endeavor, under the
authourity of this act, to introduce vigor
as well as harmony, into the several
boards; aud to this end I selected gen-
tlemen of the highest character, without
consulting the political or personal
interests, or the preconceived opinions of
any one. Ihe results of this effort have
been gratifying to me, and, lain assured,
profitable to the State. The public
institutions, whether educational, charit-
able, or reformatory, are in a healthy,
and considering the stress of the time",
prosperous condition ; while the frugali-
ty aud efficiency with which their affairs
are administered are worthy of all praise.
In view of the fact that many of these
gentlemen accepted their trust with
reluctance, and all, perhaps, to the det-
riment of their private interests, I feet
no hesitation, in my last annual message.
in expressing my thanks for the zeal and
fidelity with which they have discharged
their duties, and in formally recording
their opinion tuatihcyarccnlitleU to the
iliahtbU VI IUI. .tAM..

Blind Asylum. The trustees of the
Blind Asylum report a large increase in
the number of ptoplb? in that institution,
and speak in the higtr&t terms of its
general management by those immedi-
ately in charge. The increase in pupils
during the last term is about- - forty per
cent., and yet the trustees'' are confident
that, the Asylum, notwithstanding this
increase, can be supported this year with
an appropriation of $10,240 an excess
over the estimates of last year of less
than eight per cent.

Forty pupils are now in attendance,
and several others, who have applied fur
admission, have been refused fof want of
the necessary room. The trustees are of
the opinion that the necessities of the
institution demand an extension of the
building, and for that purpose recom-
mend an appropriation of twelve thous-
and dollars. They also urge the appro-
priation of one thousand dollars for the
establishment of shops for the instruction
of pupils in some useful occupation.

Deaf and Dumb Asylum. Asone'of
the results ot the most excellent man'
agemcut of this institution. I observe
fjom the report of the trustees that there
is an increase in the number of pupils in
attendance of twelve and one-hal- f per
cent., since the date of the previous
report. Eighty persons are now being
educated at the Asylum.

The expenditures during the year were
$13,617.45, leaving a balanCd of $246.38
of the appropriation undrawn. The
entire cost of the institution to the State
during the year, including the support
and maintenance of pupils, and salaries
of officers, teachers and employes, was
$264.41 per capita. I have not compared
this with the expenditure of previous
years but am.informed that such a com- -

will show that the Asylum has
een more economically managed the

past year than ever before.
The Insane Asylums. The appro

priation made by the last Legislature fur
the extension of the Asylum at Osawat-omi- e

has been judicially expended, and
the capacity of that institution consider-
ably increased. The trustees are of the
opinion however, that the necessities of
the State demand a still further exten-
sion of the building, and for that purpose
they strongly urge a larther appropria-
tion. It is expected that the new
building will be ready for occupancy by
the first of February, when, say the
trustees, by judicious crowding, the
capacity of the institution will be-i- n

creased to two hundred.
An interesting fact is referred to by

the board with reference to the cast of
institutions of this kind throughout the
country. Their average cost throughout
the United States $1,191.00 to each
patient. The cost to Kansas of the con
struction ot this Asylum, when the build-
ings now underway have been completed
will be $933 to tho patient, or $253 per
patient less than the general average.

The average number of patients at the
asylum during the year wtis one hundred
and ten.

The construction of the Asylum at
Topeka was intrusted to the management
of a board of commissioners. Their
report will be found accompanying that
oi ine ooara oi trustees.

Much dilficuly was experienced in
securing a proper site for the buildiug.
and in consequence thereof, the com-
mencement of the work was delayed
until late in the season. This, and other
causes, has prevented the completion of
the uottage building tor winch the .Leg
islature provided at its last session. The
basement and first-stor- y walls arc finished
and the material necessary to enclose the
entire building is paid for and on the
ground. The fiscal year expired when
the work had reached this point, and the
balance of the appropriation, remaining
unexpended, amounting to $7,799.25, was
turned into the treasury. The board
asks the Legislature to the
sum thu3 left unexpended, tor the pur-
pose of completing the building. This
should be done. It is, in fact, necessary.
in order that a loss of the money alreadr
expended may be avoided.

Ihe iioard of Commissioners concludes
that "it will bo necessary that other
buildings should be constructed so as to
secure an economical administration in
starting and constructing an institution
of this kind," and to that end they ask
an additional appropriation of money.

Penitentiary. The management of
the Penitentiary during the past year
has been exceedingly gratifying to the
administration. Instead of coining before
the Legislature, as has been the case too
often heretofore, asking for large appro
priations to pay deficiencies, the Direc-
tors report that they have on band a
balance of $9,503.16 with which to com-
mence the business of the present year ;

$22,026.95 of the appropriations made at
the last session ot the .Legislature was
used in tho settlement of obligations
incurred during the previous fiscal year.

The buildiug and management of the
Penitentiary have been a matter of
great expense to tho State. It is possi
ble that in this work the greatest econo-
my has not at all times been practiced.
Yet I am confident that a comparison
with like expenditures of other States
could not but result favorably to us. It
is very gratifying to me, and 1 know it
must be to you and to the people, to cote
the reduction in the expenses' during the
past year.

In a few of the older States, the Peni-
tentiaries, having been fully completed
iu all their appointments, hare ceased to
bo a source ot expense, and it has been
one of the first purposes of this aumints
tration to place our penitentiary in that
condition at the earliest posibIe moment.
It is hoped that in another year this
point may be reached.

The estimates fur the present fiscal
year will be found in the report of the
Warden to the Board of Directors. The
report of the Warden to the Board of
AJireciura. xuu r, ui mis uiucr, as
also those of the Architect, the Chaplain
and the Physician, contains many valu
able suggestians, and to their considera-
tion your attention is invited.

The total number of prisoners in the
Penitentiary at the close of the fiscal
year was 379. Of these 90 were convic-
ted at 20 years of age and under. Is
there not something wrong in a system
which insists on placing under the same
roof with the most hardened criminals,
and subject to the same treatment, the
wayward and erring boy of fifteen ? For
the fourth time during this administra-
tion the Legislatnrc is now asked to fur-
nish a remen v for this most crying evil. a
It is a wrutxl which has been tolerated
too lung, and cannot be too soon righted. '

Much work has been done on the Pen-
itentiary building. The walls of the
central building and .thesouth wing have
been entirely completed, and the build
ings inclosed, 'ihe wall which incloses
the prison grounds has been finished, and
a vast amount of stone work and other
material necessary to the construction of
cells in the south wing have been made
ready for use.

EDUCATION.
The free schools are essential to the

perpetuity and prosperity of free insti-
tutions, is a belief tha't is evidently
growing with the growth of our nation.
In the earnestness and vigor with which
this belief is held and put in practice,
Kansas is not excelled by any State in
the Union. From the admission of the
State to the present time the" record
shows that our educational career has
been one one of uninterrupted progress,
quicse'red in times of unusual general
prosperity, anu winch even great hnan-ci- el

embarrassments, aggravated by de-
structive insects and and other causes,
have not checked. Although our school
population has remained nearly station-
ary for the past two years, the educa-
tional rejiort for 1875, as compared with
that of 1S74, shows that the number of
pupils enrolled in our common schools
has increased from 135,598 to 142,606,
and that the average daily attendance of
pupils has increased from 77,384 to 85,580.
The report of the past year also shows an
increase of 165 in the number of school
districts; of 3-- in the number of teach-
ers employed, and of $107,441.3:t in the
valuation of school buildings and furni-
ture. Such evidence of educational zeal,
in view of the adverse circumstances in
which our people were situated during
the period to which these statistics refer,
is an honor to our State, and an encour-
aging promise of even better things to
come.

The conditions of all our public schools
of higher grade is no less encouraging.
The report of the Regents of the St-tt-

Univcesity uhovrs ihat that institution is
doing a good work, to the increasing
acceptance of the people of the State,
uunug tue acauemic year ending j line
16th, 1875, 194 students were enrolled.
repraenting thirty counties of the State;
and since the opening of the prcssent
session in last, there have
been enrolled and in attendance 207
students, representing forty counties of
the state and live other states.

I notice in the report a reference to
the unfinished condition of the new
buildiug, and to the number of visitors
registered and conducted thmngh the
building since Aril last, when the visitors
book was first opened for use. In that
short interval 2,087 visitors were conduc-
ted through the building, many of tbcm
being persons from distant parts nf our
own state, and from other States. These
visitors must have carried away with
them, as I did from a recent visit to the
institution regretful memories of a splen-
did promise, which, for several year-"- , has
remained unfnlftlleil. For the credit of
the State the building shoUid be finished
as soon as the condition of the State
Treasury will admit.

The report alsn states that citizens of
Lawrence and studentsof the University
are ready to plant trees and shrubs on
the University grounds as soon as the
State shall grade and tence the grounds.

At present they are unprotected by a
fence of any kliil, and are an open past-
ure for unherded cattle of the neighbor-
hood.

The industrial course of instruction
recently incorporated in the curriculum
of the Agricultural College arc rapidly
making that institution a favorite with
its students and with all who have ob-

served the results which are achieved in
its class rooms and work-shop- Two
hundred and thirty-seve- n students were
enrolled in the College during the past
year. The appropriation of $7,500 made
last year, has been ery economically
and judiciously expended in the erection
of a substantial stone building, to be
used for purposes of industrial education
and in needed changes and improvements
on some of the old buildings, liy the
exercise of proper economy, the interest
of the College endowment will hereafter
defray the annual expenses for salaries
of instructors, and the ordinary contin-
gent expenses. This endowment cannot
under the act ot Congress providing tor
it, be Used in "tho purchase, erection,
preservation or repair of any building,"
and for all needful assistance for these
purposes the College must rely upon the
state.

Each of the three Normal Schools
report a largely increased attendance.
The school at Emporia reports an atten-
dance of 302, a gain of 66 for the year.
There were 420 in attendance at Leaven-wo-t-

a gain of 165. The school at
Concordia, which commenced its educa-

tional work in the fall of 187-1- , with an
attendance o, 66, reports, for 1875, an
aggregate attendance of 254, 171 of these
being in the Normal department proper,
and 83 in the model and training school.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMEN rS.
The adoption of the amendments to the

Constitution providing for biennial ses-so-

of the Legislature has rendered nec-
essary a still further amendment. Sec.
24 of Article II declares that "no money
shall be drawn from the treasury except
in pursuance of a specific appropriation
made by law; and no appropriation shall
be for a longer term than one year."
That the entire constitution may be
placed in harmony with the amended
sections, it becomes imperative that the
Legislature shall be empowered to pro
vide for the payment of the expenses of
the State Government for two years,
instead of one.

I again renew my recom
mendation, that the question of the
advisability of convening a Constitution-
al Convention may be submitted to the
people. A Convention need not, neces-
sarily, be very expensive, as the mem- -

berehip would be large or small, as the
Legislature might determine, and the
duration of its session might, perhaps, be
limited by law.

JUDICIAL DISTRICTS.

The reorganization of the several judi-
cial districts, with a view to the more
equitable distribution of the labor im
posed upon me juilgeo, BCCllia hi ikiui- -

nerativelv demanded. In some of the
districts the labor is far too burdensome,
while in others much more couln be
exacted without injustice to the occu-
pants of the bench. Were the labor
fairly divided, there might be, I think,

liberal reduction in me numoer oi
judges, without detriment to any-publi-

c of
interest.

APPORTIONMENT.
Tire' Cccatitutian makes it your imper-

ative duty to the State into
Senatorial and Representative districts.
The provisions of the Constitution, which
make it necessary that the apportionment
should be based upon the census taken
last year, will render this dirty compara-- .
lively easy. The present law was passed
in 1871, since which time the population
of the State has largely increased ; in fact
many of the counties now represented on
the floor of the House date their organi-
zation subsequent to that time. The
increase has been especially marked in
the western part of the State. The
growth of some localities has has been so
rapid as to attract attention to the ine
quality of representation under the pres-
ent law; but it will be difficult, I appre-
hend, to establish a complete guard
against this apparent injustice in the
tuture. wnen our popahrtKm ceases to
increase, the Legislstcre will have no
such difficulty to contend with. This is
not likely to occur soon, however.

The Legislature should see to H that
the localities now partly disfranchised
receive their full share of representation
under the new apportionment.
REPRESENTATION OF WESTERN COUNTIES

By reference to the report of the Sec-
retary of State it will h ilrvoil that
theIoard of State Canvassers declined
to issue certificates of election to member-

s-elect of the House of Representa
tives from those counties in which less
than 250 votes were cast at the' last
general election. This decision is in
pursuance to the amendment to the Con-
stitution adopted in 1873, fixing the
maximum number nf members of the
Senate and House of
The amended' sectiou, it will lie seen,
provides that these counties, in which
the requisite number of votes were not
cast, xhall be attached to other counties
for Repiesentative purposes. A mo-
ment's reflection will convince you that
a strict adherence to the language of this
section might result iti a great injustice
to the counties affected, for it is a patent
fact that these counties are rapidly
increasing ic population ; and they will
in all probability, next year cast the
requisite number of legal votes to entitle
them to separate Representatives. If
they are to be attached however, as pro-
vided in the section referred to, they will
vote in conjunction with other counties ;

and although they may poll the number
of votes necessary to entitle them to a
Representative, two or three years must
elapse before they can enjoy this right.

This section may serve to impress us
with the necessity for the most extreme
care in the preparation of proposed
amendments to the fundamental law.
CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE INTEKIOB

DEPARTMENT.
A voluminous correspondence has been

carried on between the Interior Depart-
ment of the General Government and
the Executive of the State, with referenco
to the Indiau difficulties in the south-
west in the summer of 1874. The Inte-
rior Department seemed to be misin-
formed with reference to the engage-
ment in August of that year, betweeu a
company of militia and a band of Osage
Indians; and tor the purpose ot removing
all doubts, and placing at rest all ques
tions oi met, l caused to be made a
thorough and complete investigation of
all the circumstances connected with the
affair of which the Interior Department
had complained. The correspondence
and the report have been printed, and
are herewith laid before you.

STATE ARM3.
The State has been subjected to great

inconvenience and delay during this)
administration, as well as those of my
predecessors,in obtainingtroin the general
Government, under an act of Congress
providing for arming and equipping the
militia, arms needed to protect our
frontier settlements against Indian hos
tilities. Arms were issued to the state
during the war largely in excess of our
quota under this law, and were used by
the Kansas militia in the service ot the
United States. This erroneous charge
has finally been adjusted and canceled,
and all of the old and comparatively
worthless arms on hand, issued to the
State during the war, have been returned
to the War Department. 'By this action
a credit of $44,231 has beeu obtained as
an offset to the large balance heretofore
held by the United States as due from
the State. Efforts are being made for
still further credit on this account, which
when obtained will make the General
Government our debtor. The State will
then be able to secure further issue of
improved arms, with which I hope to see
an effective militia supplied at no dis-
tant day.

The present Militia law is defective
and impracticable, and calls for revision.
Tour attention is respectfully called to
the report of the Adjutant General on
this subject

UN60LD PUBLIC LANDS.

I have had prepared, and herewith?
submit for your information, a state- -

ment containing the descriptions of the
lands remaining unpatented by the
state, of the 500,000 acres donated to
the several States by the act of Congress
of 1841. Nearly all of. the donation has
been disposed of in pursuance of an act
of tho Legislature approved February
z-s-, leb'j, entitled "An act providing tor
the sale of public lands to aid in the con
struction of certain railroads. Ihe
amount remaining unpatented is 8,835-acres- .

Of this amount, hower, 360 acres
seem to have been-sol- d by the State
Agent, and toll payment received there
for, while 4.473 acres have been sold,
and part payments received. The defer
red payments were long since one, ana
are unpaid. It also appears from the
statement that 3,520 acres of land, to.
which the State had no title, bare been,
sold and patented, and that quite &
number of tracts, covering several hund
red acres, have been patented to more-tha- n

one person.
I have had in contemplation.: recom-

mendation to the effect that the land
remaining undisposed of should be sold
and the proceeds appropriated to th
completion of the State University, but
the confusion in which r fleet the records
has almost dissuaded me. However,
something should be doae now ia tils
matter, while it is possible that but of
difficulties gurroendrng it caabeexplsia-e- d

by living witnesses ;-- and if the
Legislature should sonclnde to make
such a disposition as I have suggested

ihe remaining lands, the measara
wouhibe regarded with favor by me.


