
WHY WILSON WAS
DEFEATED AT PARIS

(By Lincoln Collord in The Nation.)

The progress of events is now rap-
icily showing us how far astray from
sense and reason we have wandered
during the world war, and how little
we actually have learned. Things are
being told us today which, although
tlihey were sufficiently known at the
time of their happening, could not
have been spoken of publicly under
all the bans and penalties of an auto-
(ratic burelaucracy and a docile pub-
lic opinion; and their publication now
causes hardly a ripple of interest.
We are at least permitted to read, for
instance, fromn the pen of no less a
patriot than Mrs. Humphrey Ward,
the full story of the great French
mutiny of 1917, when regiments of
French soldiers before Verdun shot

- their officers and started to go home.
We are permitted to read, from the
pen of one of the ablest Americah
correspondents in Paris, the story of
how Clenlenceau in 1918 threatened
to nimake a separate peace with Ger-
mainny unless the command were uni-

. fled and Foch were appointed gen-
eralissimo of all the allied and
American forces. In fact, the press
for several tmonths has been full and
tunning over with the "cold" political
news of the past few years-news
which once might have precipitated
revoltltions, but which falls today
without comment, and apparently
without public conluriehension of its
si gnificance.

There was a sense in whichi tll
Aml lerican public throughout the war
knew less than nothing of tile true
state of European politics and so-
ciety; lotr to know a mask is less than
to know the lllan. Perhaps we had

t•i grounidwork for perspicacious
kltowledge either in interest or in ed-
uc:tiion. Perhaps we were deter-
mined to idealize the war. The cue
for idealism hald been given from
Washington; or, to bring the figure
down to the termn of lmodern dra-
matics, we had been told to "regis-
ter" idealism. But the war, never-
litless, took our hearts far afield,

and opened our eyes wider in the di-
rectlion of Europe than they had for
a long time been opened toward for-
eign lands. Yet the net result of our
inial-ieducation under the tutelage of
ati itrrational censor and the direc-
Lion of a narrow Ioutrbonisni was
the creation of anll ignorance so vast
arid an emotionalism so overwhelnl-
ing as well-nigh to defeat the original
purpose and integrity of the enter-
prise. Inl short, we almost whol-
ly lost our point of view, and when
we had helped to win the war for
idtllismU, we were unable to perceive
Ihat ideaism quite unaccountably had
been soemewhere left in thel lIrch.
Even today we are looking squint-
eyed at Paris, failing to recognize
Illtruth and falsehood when we see

liBut if the Amnerican public liehas re-
inaicned in ignorailce of the real trend
and significance of affairs abroad,
what (,f our government, what of
that Iureaucracy which has elected
to keep the people in ignorance? Has
the admninistration actually been bet-
ter informed? To thie man in the
•treet the question sounds absurd.
lie thinks at oniCe of the inmpressive

aniame of the state deplartm!ent, of the
sacredt mysteries of government, and
all his coniceptions of public men and
affairs are unconsciously exaggerated
by tile mnedium through which lihe
knllows of themn-by the constant rep-
ittition of nallmties int the newspalpers I

and by the artificial value which pub-
licity gives to till events. He has a
perfectly wholesome feeling that the
government tmuIst know the facts. To
those who have had a glimpse bhhind
the curtain, however, and especially
to the Washington newspaper corre-
:plnolldent, there remains neither mlys-
tery nor illusion. He beholds the
governmilent as a piece of unnbliev-
ably inefficient machinery, and the
administration as a group of very or-
dinary men. He learns to accept in-
credible facts, and to attribute ordi-
nary failings to these mnen. In short,'.
he learns the simple truth, without
glamuor or evasion.

lFroml such a post of vantage (and
of despair), I have often wondered
during the past two years what the
effect would be upon public opinion
if a majority, or even an influential
nlinority, of the American people
could realize the actual conditions
under which the foreign policies of
the country were determined. What
would happen, for instance, if they
ciould credit, know and understand
that the government probably was
more ignorant of policies and affairs
abr:oad than many a private individ-
unl or organization; that the stale
department was organized virtually
t :, withhold true infornmation, in the
sense that it was committed to a
ipresenitation only of the acceptable

hureaucratic point of view; that the
claim of "secret and confidential in-
formation" in' which every official,
froml the president down, took refuge
wheln hIardil pressed, was frequently
nothing but specious humbug; that
while basketsful of secret and confi-
dential informniation unquestionably
ipohred in upon the state deparlttmient.
practically none of it bore on the
miiore vital forces and issues that were
nimoving in the world; that a great
ileal uf authentic information from
abroad was not permitted to enter the
dours of the state department at all;
tlut the slsall residue of true report
which found lodgment there was, in
the nature of the bureaucratic atmos-
phere, self-discredited and rarely
considered; and that the whol, effort
t f the administration to maintain au-
thority over opinion and to keep the
public in ignorance of the facts was

largely inspired, either deliberately or
unconsciously, by the desire of the
bureaucracy to cover up its inade-
qluacy and inefficiency, and to have
it sown way without the bother of
foirmidable opposition.

These are serious allegations; but
to any candid mind the general proof
of them is written plain on the face
of daily affairs. We went into the
war, on the argument of the presi-
dent, to fight for ideals and for a
democratic peace. We have helped
materially to win the war. Neither
ideals nor a democratic peace have
been the resultant. On the promise
of the president, we did not go into

the war to fight for the secret trea-
ties of the allies or for any imperial-
istic aims. All of the secret treaties
and many imperialistic aims are writ-
ten into the peace which we have
helped to win and are prepared to
sign. These secret treaties were in
existence when we entered the war.
We were fighting for them all along,
it seems. If the president khew of
them, it was his duty to insist upon
their abrogation. No less a demand
could have squared his acts with his
professions. .If he did not know of
them, it was his duty to find out
about them. No sane man would lead
a country into a blind fight. As a
matter oY fact, he did know of them.
in the sense that all the world knew
of them: yet he did not permit him-
self to know of them officially, he
would not consider them seriously,
he persisted in the belief that he
would be able single-handed to offset
them at tile peace conference. It
should have been obvious, however,
that if these secret treaties were not
revised at some time prior to the con-
ference, they would be written into
the peace treaty; and that to carry
America forward in the war on the
issues of democracy and idealisml
while the treaties remained in ex-
istence was an act devoid of both
wisdom and sincerity.

A few weeks ago, on the fronlt page
of one of our most important news-
papers, we read how President Wil-
son in Paris learned for the first
time in Paris of the secret treaties
between Jalpan and the entente al-
lies. The dispatch runs:

"It was an awkward moment. Mr.
Lloyd George turned to Baron Maki-
no, wheupon MIr. Wilson was in-
formed that Japan had received the
promise of England, France. Italy
and Russia, two years before, that
she should have outright all German
islands north of the equator, and
that she agreed that Australia should
have all to the south. It was common
knowledge that such a distribution
had long been contemplated, but no-
body outside the foreign offices of
the governments directly involved
knew that there were definite, signed
agreemnents concerning the deal.

"After learning so much, Mr. Wil-
ron asked if there were any otlher
secret agreements which had Inot
been produced at the conference. It
was tllen admitted that the agree-
ment with Japan also included the
British. French and Italian promises
to support her claims to the Chinese
province of Shantung as the price
Japan demanded for allowing China
to enter the war, despite the fact that
China had repeatedly been trying to
get into the war against Germany of
her own volition."

The dispatch goes on to give the
texts of these treaties, entered into
by Great Britain under date of Feb.
16, 1917, and by Flrance on March 1.
1917. Why did not Mr. Wilson know
of these treaties long before? Why
was his diplomatic conduct not such
as to require their production before
we have helped to drive the war
through to victory? This is no cap-
tious criticism. Thousands of Amer-
ican boys have died in the war-not,
we had understood, for the mainte-
nance of secret treaties known only
in the foreign offices of the govern-
ment directly involved. Yet these
secret treaties are what we have won,
The allies gauged the president ac-
curately. "It was an awkward mo-
nent"--bhut he finally supported

them. No wonder George Lansbury,
one of the firmest friends of Presi-
dent Wilson's 14 points, says inl the
London daily Herald, commenting on
the peace treaty:

"There is no honor left for any of
us. The league of nations is a body
without soul, President Wilson has
been beaten. He forced public ac-
ceptance of his ideals on the other
powers, but they have beaten him
secretly. He compromised on essen-
tials, and, therefore, the details have
gone astray. From the moment he
abandoned the first of the 14 points,
he abandoned them all."

Indeed, it was too late at the peace
conference for President Wilson to
kick over the traces and demand a
revision of the allied imperialistic
war aims. He should have done it at
the beginning of our participation in
the war. But throughout the spring
and summer of 1917 the president,
as all his friends admitted, was sc
deeply immersed in academic projects

for the prosecution of the war that
he forgot his primary function at
director of the country's foreign poli-
cies. Unfortunately, it was an im-
portant summer, perhaps the critical
summer of the war-- the summller of
the first Russian revolution, of the
Stockholm conference. and of the
reichstag resolutions. To these vital
manifestations, with all that they en-
tailed, the pres:dent gave only a per-
functory consideration; he was busy
at home with the war. The allied
missions, too, were visiting us that
summer. Mr. Balfour came first, and
was a powerful influence upon the
president's policies. Then came
Marechal Joffre and MI. Viviani; then
the Italians. The country sentiment-
alized the visitors, and, through
them, the war. The president liked
it; it helped hint to evade problems
and escape the results of inefficiency
in his administration. He encouraged
the sentiment. Plainly, it was nr
time, front his point of view, to be
talking of the allied imperialistic
war aims or to be demanding the re-
vision of secret treaties. Yet the pro-
cesses of time, truth, anrd history are
inexorable. It happened to be the only
time when the desired result could
have been accomplished. Failing that
opportunity. it was written into the
future that the fruits of the first
Russian revolution would be lost, and
that the secret treaties of the allies
wouild be maintained at the peace
conference when it came. Thereafter,
America was committed to support
of, and actually was fighting for, the
imperialistic aims (not for herself.
but for the allies),. to which she has
now -set her hand.

Did President Wilson, in the sum-
meP of 1917. know about 'the secret
treaties of the allies? Beyond ques-
tion, he did. When Mr. Balfour was
in America in the early part of that

summer, Colonel House requested
him, on the score that we were now
in the war and that President Wil-
son ought to see what we were fight-
ing for, to send copies of all the se-
cret treaties to Washington on his re-
turn to England. Mr. Balfour gladly
consented. I heard this statement in
September, from Colonel House him-
self. At that date, Mr. Balfour had
sublmitted no treaties to Washingtlon,
and no furthcer request for thetm had
been made at the British foreign of-
fice.

These treaties, of coturse, were
published by Trotzky in Petrograd
in Noyember of 1917. At tihat time.
I have been informned oni the best of
authority, the state departmlent Ca-
bled Ambassador Francis to scnd
the texts of the treaties immediately
by cable to Washington. Ambassador
Francis replied by sending a sum-
mary of the treaties, saying the texts
themselves were too long to trutst to
the inadequate cable service from
Russia, and that he was sending them
by courier. Presumably, then, it was
some sigweeks after the publication
of the secret treaties inl Petrogrud be-
fore President Wilson saw them for
the first time, except for the news
reports froml Russia and the sum-
mary from Ambassador Francis.
There is no evidence in the course of
events that he took due cognizantce
of,them even at this time. He made
no effort to effect their revision.
With the indubitable knowledge of
their existence and terinss, he out-
lined, a month later his famous 14
points, and continued to draw for
America the vision which; in the ta-
tlre of the facts with which he was
then dealing, could not have been at-
tained. It is only fair to assume that
he himself was deluded; at all times
he promised himself that he would
rectify the error when the peace con-
ference came. But history is very
hard on such practices; and since
men have died and empires have been
lost and infinite wrong has been done
in pursuit of the illusion, it is dif-
ficult to forgive him his peculiar and
rather deliberate sin. None are so
blind as those who will not see. The
peace conference came-and the ori-
ginal error triumphed. The cold fact
is that our splendid idealism has been
perverted to ignoble and disastrous
lends.
It would he easy to multiply

against the administration and the
state department instances of fail-
ure to collect or to recognize true
facts. The process of collecting true
facts and acting upon them is wholly
foreign to the bureaucratic atmnos-
phere of the present regime. Instead,
the method is reversed; a policy is
predetermined on the basis of aca-
demic theory, and the machinery of
the diplomatic service is utilized to
collect and forward the facts which
will support this pre-determined pol-
icy. and to eliminate the facts which
will oppose it. The president's note
of February, 1918, to Japan, was
never given to the American people.
It flatly opposed Japanese interven-
tion in Siberia. and stated the argu-
ment in such a comprehensive fash-
ion that it would have pinned him
down to a policy of non-intervention
if the people had known of it. It was
written without knowledge of Jap-
anese political situation, without a
request having been sent by the st;at,
department to the embassy in Tokio
for a report on that situation, o1
without any such report having been
submitted by the embassy in Tokio
to the state department. In other
words, it was fired off in the air;
and not until several weeks later did
the information reach political oppo-
sition in Japan to intervention in Si-
beria. It is safe to say that no ade-
quate knowledge or information ex-
ists today in the state department of
the political situation in Japan.
On Feb. 20-23, 1918, the inter-al-

lied labor conference was held in
London. American labor delegates
did not attend. The conference dele-
gated Camille Huysmans and others
to go to America and attempt to bring
our labor movement into a more lib-
eral frame of mind. The whole issue
of President Wilson's liberalism was
involved. The delegates at London
were the true friends of his 14 prin-
ciples, the true enemies of the secret
treaties. Two weeks after that event
the administration had no knowledge
of the inter-allied labor conference.
.t did not know that Camille Huys-
imans proposed coming to America.
Such events were wholly out of the
;tate department's sphere. The pre:.s
news of the conference. of course,
was almost entirely cut off by the
British censor, but the information
finally reached the administration
through unofficial channels. To judge
by the results, it must have thrown
the administration into quite a panic.
Huysmans and the inter-allied labor
conference stood for a conferencee
with German delegates. The Britishl
government was asked to stop theler
men from coming. A hand-picked
group of Lloyd George adhemints in
British labor circles was immediately
dispatched to America. The Gompers
muission was immediately dispatched
from America to England-at the
expense, it is reported, of the British
government--in an effort to split the
British labor party. It was not until
a month after the close of thle inter-
allied labor conference of February
that the first labor report of the war
was received by the state department
from the American embassy in Lotl-
dton. Thus closely was President Wil-
son cognizant of and working with
his real friends; and thus deliberately
did he sustain the hands of his real
enetgies.

Space does not perlnit an analysis
of the failure of the state department
with respect to the Russian situation;
the blame in that quarter also, lies
primarily with the president. This is
a story which will receive later treat-
ment. Suffice it to say that it is the
mlost terrible and colossal failure oft
our diplomacy in the war. Because
of it the world is faced with untold
misery. Russia is still ,the key to the
whole -settlement of the war, and a
reversal of our vicious Russian policy
and a return to "open covenants of
peace openly arrived at." might yet
solve the tragic difficulties of the
world.
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Wage-Earners' Shopping Guide
AUTO REPAIR CLOTHING AND TAI- HATS FOR MEN POOL ROOMS

SHOPS LORING FOR MEN Nickerson, The Hatter, Lambro's Pool Hall,
112 W. Park street. 42 E. Park St.

Lacey Aut, Repair and Service Big 4 Ta
Shop, Big 4 Tailor, RESTAURANTS
1126 Utah. 17 West Park Street. HARDWARE1126 Utah. Leland Cafe,

Grand Avenue Repair Shop, Sewell's Hardware, 72 East Park street.
Corner Harrison and 14 North Main. 221 East Park street. Spokane Cafe.

Grand. Shiners, Furniture, 17 South Main St.

Auto Repair Machine Shop 75 East Park Street. Moxom Cafe,
Auto Repair Machine Shop CHIROPRACTIC -29 w. Broadway.M. G. SMI'TH. 401 S. Wyoming C IO R TC2W.Boda

Crystal Cafe,
Flora W. Emery JEWELERS 69 East Park Street.

Golden West Care,
AUTOSRoom 9 Silver Bow Block. Montana Jewelry Co., 227 S. Main.

AUTOS BOUGHT Opticians, Etc.,
73 East Park street. 32 Handley s Cafe,AND SOLD CHILI PARLORS People's Loan Office. 326 N. Wyoming.
28% East Park street. 22Ae stn 'arkl

E. H. Rupert, Classic Chili Parlor, Brodie, the Jeweler,
40 East Park street. Savoy Cafe,

228 S. Arizona St. 210 North Main. Powell Jewelry Co., 84 East Park.
112 N. Main St.

1. Simon, SHOES
DAIRIES 21 North Main. SHOES

Blue Bird Butter Shop, Chicago Shoe istoree
Blue Brd ButtWrr Sp, LAGER BEER 7 S. Main street.

Yegen Bros., Bankers, 209 W. Park St.e Co.
Park and Dakota streets. Crystal Creamery, 46 W. 'aakover Street.

La469 E. er Beer Extract Golden Rule Shoe Store,
A. (GLAF, 726 S. MONT. eter Brinig. 39 E. Park.

DR ITBATHS. Oe. 'rie Shoe, Store,
_ DRUGGISTS -43 East Park.

LADIES' TAILORSteam Baths, Jacques Dreg Co., SPECIALISTS604 E. Broadway. 1956 Harrison avenue. J. Durst.
Ladies' Tailor and Habit -

Maker. Dr. W. H. Haviland,
Phone 2764 Room 436 71 West Park St.BUTCHERS DENTISTS Phoenix Bldg.

E. Zahl,
604 W. Park SHOE REPAIRING\Washington lMarket,

I S W. Park. Union Dentists,
('cntral Market, Third Floor Rialto Bldg. LADIES' McManus Shoe Shop,

323 North Main. D)r. C. M. E, th, GARMENTS 5 S. Wyoming.
Western Meat Co., 204-205 i'ntnsylvatia Bik. Progressive Shoe Shop,

121 E. Park St. Popular Ladies' Garment Store, 1721 Harrison Ave.
Independent Market, 63 East Paik Street.

203 South Main. ' FURNITURE The Internatiofial Store,
210 E. Park. SECOND HAND

BAKERIES
Shiner's, Furniture, MEN'S OUTFITTERS CLOTIIING,

Useit Bakery, 756 E. Park street. JEWELRY, ETC.
117 E. Park St. B. Kopald Co., Furniture, E 34poriu Clothes Shop.E. Park.

Manhattan Bakery, 58 West Broadway. Uncle Sam's Loan Office,205 W. Park. Fashion Tailoring, 11 S. Wyoming.

Dahl's Bakery, 47 W. Park.
107 N. Montana Street. GROCERIES Palace Clothing & Shoe Store,

53-55 E. Park St.Royal Bakery,. Park St. TAILORS
Roya20 South ain. Montana Clothing and Jewelry

Company,

Home Baking Co., Antes (;leory, 103 S. Arizona. Fashion Tailoring Co.,
Olympia St. i: 1 -_ Nort I Main, O. K. Store, 47 W. Park St.

T'. Washingt• rk. 24 E. Park St. Bernard Jacoby, Tailor,
BARBER SHOPS J. R. Becky, Bouchers, 19% S. Dakota street.BARBER SHOPS J.Ri. Becky, 27 W. Park St.2701 Elm St. Montana Tailors,

Allen's Grocery, 426 N. Main street.
Con Lowney, 1204 E. Second street.

309 N. Main. Kermode, Groceries, MEAT MARKETS . ahl, Ta rk stor
Pastime Barber Shop and Pool 421 East Park stret. 504 W. Park street.

Room, Poynter's. Cash Store, Ed's Market, Dundee Woolen Mills,
210 North Main St. 1854 Harrison. 500 East Park. 62 West Park Street.

S. F. T. A. Cash Grocery,
Park Barber Shop, 627 East Calena Street. W. Oertel,

86 E. Park. T. J. McCarthy, PHOTOGRAPHY 431 . Arizona t.
64 E. Broadway. Big 4,

BATTERIES McCarthy-Bryant & Co.,- Thomson's Park Studio, 17 W. Park St.

RECHARGED 317-319 East Park Street. 217 East Park Street.

Bishop Bros., UNDERTAKERS
Montana Battery Station, 180 Walnut St. POOL HALLS

224 Arizona. White ouse Grocery, arry Duggan, Undertaker
Butte Battery Co., 508 West Park. Golden Gate Pool Hall, 3rr2 North Main treet.

119 S. Montana St. 272 East Park.
Daniels & Bilboa, Undertakers,

CLOTH ES CLEANING GENTS' FURNISH- OPTICIANS 1Z5 East Park street.

AND PRESSING INGS VULCANIZITu
Montana Jewelry Co., -.. ..

Bernard Jacoby, icians Etc., .L. Mathlesen. Vuleanising,
19 1 S. Dakota Street. Dolla• Shirt Shp P l, 73 East Park St. 40 East Galena.Iilt Bildg. Powell Jewelry Co.,East Galena

Murphy Money Back Store, 112 N. Main St. Butte Vulcanizing Works,

TOB.AC(CO AND 65 E. Park St. 1942 larrison Ave.

CONFE'CTIONS HOME FURNISHERS OUTFITTERS WELDING

Pat McKe, na, National Supply Co., Francis J. Early, Oxy-Acetylene We'lding Works,
314 North Main. 10 W. Mercury. 715-719 E. Front St. 130 South Arizona.
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