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_Vj(H\gtCSS. 
•SPEECH OP MR. GAZLAY, OF OHIO. 

On the Jiill fir nbtutning the necessary Surveys ontue subject of Jtoads and Canals. 

IN T LI EIIOU SE OF REP R ESE NT ATI VES, 
FEimu.vnr 5, 18*24. 

nir. Gazlay, of Ohio, addressed the chair as 
•follows : The hill on your table, said Mr. G. 
contemplates the appropriation of C 40,000, for 
thn procurement of estimates and surveys for roads and canals. Against sucli a bill, reoui- 
***o so snsall a suiu for vvliat he conceived to he 
a great national object, lie could not have anti- 
cipated a single voice; and much less con Id he 
have anticipated that, to other objections, would be ad led unconslitutionality and danger 
to the Union. As to any, Mr. G. said, °he 
would as soon have expected it from the com- 
mon blessings—ruin and sunshine. lie called 
t us a great national object, and, if it were not 
such, an I it gentle non could maintain that it is 
a local arid sectional one, he was ready to vote 
against it. Commerce, agriculture, and manu- 
1 ictiires, are greatly and equally promoted hy the improvement ut roads and canals. Those 
are the great arteries of the nation, hy which 
ils extreme s appro violate and its wealth is eve- 
ry where defused. They save labor and equal- ize toe markets—they bring from regions of 
plenty, in some products, and pour into those of 
•want. Tney are no less distinguishable in their 
■character than in their oifects, from most nation- 
al works, inasmuch as they produce national 
wealth, while m ist others impoverish. All the 
national defences, to which so many millions 
are devoted, such unships, fortification*!, and the 
like, in tnetnselves, produce nothing. They impoverish. They are, to the treasure of the 
nation, much v. hat luxuries arc to that of an in- 
dividual. ft is vastly different with roads and 
canals. It was, .Mr. G. said, a new theory, that the munificent and most productive nation- 
al works, were the most dangerous and the last 
to be undertaken. Tic believed a great ma- 
jority ot the people entertained opinions quite the opposite from this, and he hoped they would 
never yield thorn. Air. G. said, he had, hither- 
to, supposed that the principal inducement for 
giving sovereign power, was the attainment of 
great national objects, which no individual ex- 
ertions were likely to attain. He understood 
tint it was general interest and goneral securi- 
ty which formed the national cement. Take 
them away, and no civil union can he long main- 
tained. I le had supposed that every soverei rn 

power was bound to guard and advance these 
great objects. But gentlemen in the opposite, 
Mr. G. said, seemed to think that the Consti- 
tution interposed to forbid us the exercise of this 
sovereign power; and, to prove this, they cite 
opinions given at the time of its adoption and 
since. It was not public opinion, Mr. G. sup- 
posed, that was intended; for this, ho believed, 
was ever the creature of circumstance and oc- 
casion, and always a correct standard. Ifcor- 
rect then, it is now correct; and for the same 
reason that it was then correct. Public opinion, 
therefore, could he no evidence against itself. 

It is private opinion that is most insisted on, 
and that which is expressed in the Federalist. 
And, it is said, that, inasmuch as the power to 
make roads and canals is no where expressly 
allowed, in that book, we have no right to exer- 
cise it. The opportunities and situation, as well 
ns the talents and character of the writers, are 
urged, as giving resistless force to their author- 
ity or opinions. It must be remembered that 
they were but men, and, as our history abun- 
dantly proves, writing at a time of great excite- 
ment, no doubt with the purest and best of mo- 

tives; but, yet, as partisans of a favorite measure 
—great in itself, yet violently opposed—a mea- 
sure, in the aloption of which, the authors of 
the Federalist felt an interest deep as the foun- 
tain oflifu itself. It is no reflection on them, 
to say what was natural and proper—that tlie 
strongest features ol power, in the instrument 
should be highly touched; while its weaker and 
less apprehensive ones should be brought out in 
the most engaging attitudes. The times for- 
bade a fair and full exposition of its powers, in 
the same degree that the instrument itself for- 
bade it. It is not lobe supposed—it is not re- 
quired ot the human mind to judge correctly on 

any point, until it be presented with the facts 
and circumstances which attend upon its prac- 
tice, and those which bear upon it at the time 
Xjfgiwiiig such judgment. And much less ran 
ar-JCKpect correctness in anticipating political 
opinions, on principles of government both new 

to the age and new to the world. In this field 
we every where meet some unexpected combi- 
nation or occurrence to mock our best discern- 
ment, and to confute our deepest speculations. 
Practice is the only safe ordeal for political con- 
stitution or opinions. Was it ever foreseen, 
by the writers referred to, that difficulties 
•would attend tho designation of the President, 
the provisions for which arc as ample as any in 
the instrument? The very circumstance that 
wc are this day in ardent debate oil the mean- 

ing of tho ordinary wonts in our language, used 
in that instrument, sets at defiance all former 
opinion of them. 

To insist, said Mr. G. that reliance shall be 
placed on former opinions, in the discussion of a 

groat political question, is to deny to politics 
what is allowed to every other affair of life. 
Where will gentlemen turn to avoid the pro- 
gress which has accompanied every art and sci- 
ence since the adoption of this instrument? 
Things as absurd asa revolving world once was, 
are every day established as physical or moral 
truths. The existence and continuance of our 

government itself Mr. Ga/Jay said, was a con- 
tradiction of the opinions and speculations of 
'tho most enlightened of former times, fie was 
not prepared to give up the hope, that the pro- 
gress of those political combinations on which 
it is founded, would result in great benefits to 
the world, lie could not yield the right to 

judge of them as they deserved; and that, for 
the reason that others had judged before them. 
Mr. G. said, he thought the safest rule was to 
try the Constitution bv iuolf, and where, it gave 
power, not to refuse the exercise of it, from vain 
or imaginary alarm. 

The consequences which gentlemen say will 
grow out of thi$ measure, vy.. consolidation of 

i ^n7 C,?U of the slate govcru- | menu, 'Mr- G. said, must be proved to throa- 
»Jpnus, beiorc be should withhold bis vote on then- account—ho camo to this House fuilv sen- sible ol the importance of maintaining'state so- 
vcrejgnt}*, and as well in the general sentiment 

, 
’ ,H h(>dy, as in the spirited opposition of gen- Hoineu who use the argument, he was persuad- ed that the stales had au abundant guarantee of safety. So far from apprehending danger Irom measures ot internal improvement, he -s.nulJ advocate them with a firm conviction, that they would strengthen ami support all the 

separate parts of the Union as separate parts, 
in (he same and perhaps in a greater degree than they would cement and strengthen the 
whole. Mr. G. said, he thought tliis loo plain to require an argument as to accumulation of 
power ift the arm of the general government, 
" hich is foretold as a part of the argument to 
shew the loss of it by tbe states. i\Ir. a. said 
he had never understood that the power ac- 
quired by conferring benefits on the nation was 
ev er dangerous, on account of its increase; lie 
always had believed that the reverse of this was 
true; and that ours must be the most singular of 
all governments, it its war and taxing power were harmless, vyhilc the munificent and bene- 
ficial oues which it could exercise were danger- 
ous. ° 

Mr. G. said, lie shoulj not contend that the 
u^lit to make r.iadi and canals, is referred or 
^ot by implication; but, that it is expressly giv- 
en: if it were not expressly given it ought not 
to be exercised; he could not suppose that in 
reading our language, whether in the shape of a 
Constitution, a deed or other instrument, we 
had any other than the ordinary rules of con- 
strue! ion, well known to its framers, as well as 
to most others; and the rule lie understood to he 
(hat to Cud their meaning words must he taken 
in their ordinary acceptation; auifif they then 
giro, power or allow a thing to be done, it must 
he done, unless there are other words which 
ii-nit or restrain such common acceptation, or 
shew how they arc to be understood dilferent- 
ly; take a familiar example, almost every sta- 
tute or act of our numerous legislative bodies 
contains some "rant of general power, or right todo some particularthing,whichisgeucrallv fol- 
lowed with a proviso or negative restraining the 
extent,-to which such power or right might he 
carried. The same may be said of almost eve- 
ry contract or writing executed daily in the 
common affairs of life; by this common rule Mr. 
G.said lie would attempt to try some of the provi- sions of the Constitution. 

The preamble is an important part of the in- 
strument; it contains a recognition of all the 
legitimate objects of government, as the basis 
on which ours was established; to form a more 
perfect Union, to establish justice, ensure do- 
mestic tranquility, provide for the common de- 
fence, promote the general welfare. &c. as far 
as language can embrace the powers anil ob- 
•cels of government; they could not he more 
ample than in this shoil preamble: That this 
preamble was not inserted out of mere idleness, 
he found sufficient evidence in the details of the 
instrument in which the same words were em- 

ployed, example, Uth section of the first article 
treating of the powers of Congress, it declares 
the taxing and debt paying power; and then, 
that to provide for the common defence and ge- 
neral welfare, in the very words of the pream- 
ble; if these wor.li mean any tiling less Ilian 
they express, viz. to provide for the common de- 
fence and general welfare, Mr. G. said lie wish- 
ed to know what they did mean—he would 
not attempt to answer the verbal criticism of 
gentlemen, used respecting them, but would 
submit to the common sense of every reader of 
the language. He conceived, that, if they had 
any meaning, it is, that Congress may provide 
for the common welfare, in relation to every sub- 
ject, matter, or thing, with which they arc in- 
trusted, and in which they arc not restrained by. 
some other provision in the Constitution, and if 
they arc restrained in the mode or manner as to 
any particular in part, then to all relating to the 
same in which they are not restrained. Now, 
the principal objects with which Congress are 
intrusted, arc thoso of war, commerce, and re- 
venue; all that is needful to promote those great 
objects, or required, as a provision for the wel- 
fare of them, the Congress may do, and where 
is the danger? What are the evils to 'result 
from this power? Those certainly, and no o- 

thers, which may flow and result from the so- 
vereign power of any government; and if dan- 
ger were a good argument in this, it is good a- 

gainst forming any government or giving any 
power, and the only difference between the cha- 
racters of the same powers given to ours, or to 
a king, or emperor, is in the organ who exe- 
cutes or carries into effect. Ours is perfectly 
ian:, uecause u is executed oy tho immediate 
servants of liic people, recalled at pleasure, to 
return to private life, and to sustain Hie weight 
of their own had measures, if they adopt any. 
The other is executed without responsibility or 

control. Ours may be said to be the act of the 
people themselves in relation to themselves; the 
other, tho acts of a superior in power in rela- 
tion to the maintenance of that power. The 
ons is perfectly safe, while the other may be 
highly oppressive. It is true, said JMr. G. 
that the exercise of this power involves a great 
degree of discretion, and so do all and every 
power given either to Congress or any other de- 
partment involve tho same degree. It is the 
misfortune, if misfortune it may be called, of our 

nature and the subject, which compel us, after 
all, to submit almost every thing to discretion. 

The nextinquiryis, said Mr.G. whether roads 
in 1 canals can, on any view of the power, be 
considered as necessary to the common welfare 
or general safety in relation to the objects enu- 
merated ; and, if they arc, Congress, for aught 
lie could see, have the same power to construct 
them that they have to meet in the Capitol. 

Why is a road or a canal necessary to the web 
faro of war, commerce, or revenue ? Instead of 
answering a question which must be plain to eve- 

ry capacity, it may he asked why are they not 
just as much so as a ship, a fort a light house, or 

national dock, a gun or an armory ? And, as 
there is no express power given to build or make 
these, why arc so many millions appropriated for 
thorn ? It may be answered that the general 
l>owcr of war and commerce include necessarily 
the power to do all and every act or thing, to 
provide for their welfare; and this is the true 
answer. And, can it be true, that a light house 
is necessary for war and commerce, a fort or dock 
is necessary for the same, and that a road or ca- 
nal is not—in other words, that war and com- 
merce relate to the sea only ? Here Congress 
have omnipotent power. They may appropriate 
millions of treasure, and enrich the sea and the 
seaboard, and its inhabitants ; but to the land, 
the interior, and to its inhabitants, they can give 
nothing : they have no power. Can such an ar- 

gument be maintained for a single moment ?— 
The constitution says, “ provide a riavv,” not 
build a navy. It does not say any tiling of either 

j providing or building docks, forts, or armories. 
| It is true, tho power to build these may possibly 

be inferred from Ihe clause giving jurisdiclieu 
over them, in certain eases, lint then this is an 
inferred power only, ami gentlemen arc opposed to all iufcired power; and, i\lr. G. said, he was 
equally opposed to it. The next clause in the 
constitution which bore direct relation to the 
clause already insisted on, is that which gives to 
Congress the power to make all laws necessary and proper for carrying into execution the other 
powers, &c. This, if there could be a doubt as 
to what it was intended Congress might do, must 
cdectually remove it. There is no less than three 
dulercut places m the instrument where these 
general powers to accomplish ihe objects of the 
go\ ermnent arc expressly recognized and given. 

uVS?, ,0,111 as to cxPrc!*8«on and intention, he felt fully authorized to assert the power con- 
templated in the hill but, it is not from these ge- neral provisions alone, Mr. G. said, that hedrow 
the power to make roads and canals, but from 

j others less general. The jw«mls » to establish 
post oflices and post roads,1* and “ to regulate 
commerce,” Mr. G-. said, were to his mind a 

[ conclusive gift of the purposes of the bill; and 
on those clauses, gentlemen in the opposition had 
indulged in a verbal criticism, the extent of 
which he did not feel himself at liberty to follow. 
It was contended that establish” means to point out and designate only ; and that « regulate commerce” implies foreign commerce only, or 
exterior commerce. The greatest difficulty,’Mr. G. said, into which gentlemen had fallen, was, that they appropriated a meaning to the words 
which was never before given to them ; and he 
was not sensible of any greater evil that could 
befal tlio constitution than to subject it to the 
rule of construction contended for. One gen- 
tleman gives this meaning, and another that 
meaning, to a word, each to suit his own views 
to ho sure; hut what becomes of the instrument ? 
\Vhy, it must remain without mcauing. And 
this evil will happen to almost every clause of it, 
for every important word has several distinct 
meanings. Take that to establish it has four 
meanings, one oi winch is to btiilij. „\ow, which 
shall be adopted as the constitutional meaning ? 
Who is to decide this important desideratum, which, Mr. Cl. said, he was quite sure flic ma- 
kers never dreamed of? Mr. G. said he sup- posed that there was a safe, plain rule, and that 
was to give to every word all its meanings which 
would not do violence to the context of the in- 
strument. lie could see no other rule ; and, 
with this rule, the Congress have the power al- 
ready contended for by the supporters of this bill. 
Uut, gentlemen, say,'if the framers of the cousti. 
tution intended that Congress should have the 
power, they would have inserted the very word 
“ make ;” and, not having done so, is evidence 
that the power was not intended to be given._ 
This, Mr. G. said, was nothing more than a dis- 
pute about the choice of words. 

Ri>t, if it were a good objection to one clause 
of the instrument, it must be good against all 
where the favorite words are not used, Let us 
see how this will end, by citing a few passages: “ Each house may determine the rules of k-Tj ro- 

ccedings.” This is a very important power, and 
the word determine, in its strict sense, contem- 
plates something in existence, 0:1 which to deter- 
mine. Yet no one doubts that it gives the power 
to “ make,” although the word make* is 110T 
used. Again the clause to provide for the punts- 
meat of counterfeiting, &c. docs not say to make 
laws, or appropriate money, yet both are con- 
stantly done. To provide a navy is not saying to 
build or make a navy. To provide for calling 
forfh the malitia does not say to make laws for 
calling them. The words to regulate commerce 
or declare war, do not necessarily mean to build 
Hght houses, purchase territory, grant pensions 
appropriate millious to foreign embassies, & other 
ob jects of the like, which no word in the consti- 
tution was ever pretended to mean. And yet 
these things are every day done, and most of 
thftm very properly done. If the gentlemen 
want strictness in the sense for which they con- 
tend, let them in good earnest, apply it tepevery 
part of the instrument; and (his House must re- 

peal more than one halfof the laws in our statute 
hook. All the post office laws all the pension laws; 
all the light house laws, and all appropriations for 
post roads, and many otlieis. The remainder 
unrepealed would he small, and Congress, in fu- 
ture, would not fiml any very serious difficulty with the internal concerns of the Union: they 
would he left mostly to themselves. It. would 
he the sea, and foreign matters principally, with 
which they would he engaged ; a little war oc- 

casionally, and, when it came, we could neither 
march or transport an army, or the munitions of 
war,-to a given point, until the evil was com- 
mitted, and the danger past. This may he a 

very strict construction ; but he believed it was 

not such as would maintain either the interests 
or safety of the Union. 

Again, Jvir. G. aaiu, gnt lemon contend (hat 
the enumeration of particular powers, after gen- 
eral ones, operated as an exclusion of ali gen- 
eral ones, and that, ton, hy (lie force of such e- 

numeration barely. Gentlemen, Mr. G. said, 
would gain nothing for their argument, if this 
proposition were admitted, for the same difficul- 
ty would yet remain, namely, to fix the con- 
struction of the different enumerations, of which 
some are particular and general, and some gen- 
eral in themselves. But, Mr. G. said, he de- 
nied any such rule. The gentlemen say, that an 
enumeration of powers, by force of its particular 
character, supersedes all foregoing general pow- 
ers which may include such particulars. The 
rule which lie understood to be the sensible one, 
was, that negative enumerations excluded or su- 

perseded general powers or rights, which would 
have passed, wereil not for such negatives, hit I 
not by force barely of their particular enumora- 
tive character, but by that of their negative 
character. And, another rule is, that, when 
things to be excluded from general powers are 

expressly named as excluded, they operate as 

an admission of all others not so named by nega- 
tive words. Now, if the arguments of gentle- 
men were true, all the negative words in the 
constitution are useless, and without meaning 
because, ifthp-barc enumeration of powers, not 
so general as other powe rs, by force of their bare 
enumeration, were to exclude all such general 
powers, the negative words c an have no effect; 
or, if they have any effect, then, inasmuch as 

they are particular enumerations, they exclude, 
as well without the negative words as withthem. 
If this be true at all, it must be true in all cases, 
and then every and the smallest enomcration of 
any particular power would exclude all general 
power ; and, as the constitution professes to 

deal in general power, some of which arc more 
and more less general, and to rely for their ex- 

clusion in any particular case,on negative words, 
the consequence would be, that a smaller gift of 

power, by reason of its smallness, would exclude 
a general greater power. This, Mr. G. said, it 

appeared to him was neither sensible, true, or 

false. If the rnlc of gentlemen could obtain, 
the enumeration, and negative would mean the 
same, and the reason why negative provisions 
were ever construed to imply powers not nega- 
tived, is because they can be fairly deduced 
from the general provisions, and without the li- 

imuuum oi negative words, would have no res- 
trie lion—it follows llicn, that general powers, given in general words, may he exercised, un- 

; less where restrained or bruited by negative words. To provide for the common defence 
and general welfare,” to inako all laws which 
may be necessary and proper—arc powers as 

large and general as words could make them. 
And how are they restrained ? .Why, by nega- 
tive xvonh or provisions in the instrument, in a 

great number of instauccs, among which ;ire 
those relating to rights of persons, property, and 
states, viz. Private property shall not he ta- 
ken without just cornepcnsation, no bill of at- 
tainder, or ex post facto law, shall be passed ; 
the judicial power of the United Slates shall not 
extend to any suit against a State. These with 
many other negative provisions of the instru- 
ment, restrain not only the power of Congress, 
but that of otherdepartrnents—and, most gener- 
ally, from doing acts la themselves odious, or 
which would lead to oppression: if Congress 
should pass a law to sue a Slate, this law would 
be a dead letter. And why » Is it because the 
right to do so is taken away by a particular enu- 
meration of powers i No. It is by vertue ofj 
an express negative given to such rigid. Mr. j CJ. said, he should not pretend to answer all the I 
objections uQged by the opposition. His princi- 
pal vie w was, to persuade himself that the Go- 
vernment, among ail its strong and hard powers, might safely and constitutionally include .some 
of the munificent and good or,ns. Ho hoped we 
were not forl>i l«!cn to confer some blessings, 
sonic solid arid lasting evidences, that liiogencr- al happiness and prosperity is not entirely left 
out of a system which it is said more than am- 
other was designed to promote both. I to was 
not now prepared to defend any power which, in its tendency, should endanger either pcrsoual 
or slate security ; and it would be in time t„ 
oppose the exercise of such an one, when an rm- 

port unity was offered for It. That now con- 
icTuica lor was, in ins iitiniolc opinion, of an cn- 
tirely opposite diameter, lie should, there- 
fore, support it, as the first direc t step to 
wards a system which was inseparably connec- 
ted with llic wealth and happiness of the Union. 

The situation of the West, Mr. G. said, had 
been often referred to in the course of the de- 
bate, and, not unfrequent lv, for objects which 
tight not, in his opinion, to enter into this or 
any other debate on tins floor. I fe should con- 
sider the West as an internal portion of the U- 
nion, as inseparable from it, and irxlispemihlc to 
it—not as the West on account of itself, hut as 

j giving its due share of power and importnijdc to 
a great Union, which would be less without, and, 
of course, greater with it—a portion of the U- 
nion now an extreme, but which was shortly to 
form the great centre. 

This portion of country, Mr. G. said, was' 
watered by some of the largest rivers in the 
known world, embracing an extent, variety, and 
fertility of soil, not any where surpassed; with a 
climate happily adapted to the pursuits of hus- 
bandry or manufactures ; it is rapidly peopling, 
and,without including anyof its Southern pro- 
vinces, produces for ex port at ion, annually, more 
than three millions, of dollars vahio in products. 
Its rivers, which form the channels of transpor- 
tation, unite their waters with the ocean at one 
place only, and that at a distance from the At- 
lantic cities, almost equel to a voyage to Europe, and more than equal to one to many of her pro- 
vinces. Instead of rivers which flow East, to 
facilitate an intercourse, the mountains inter- 
pose their barrier; all these give indications of 
the design of distinct and separate empire. Ei- 
vers which are the principle channels of trans- 
portation, swell periodically, and arc then most 
favorable to the object. This crowds upon their 
waters all the products at once ; they all have 
but one direction, and simultaneously meet at 
.the same market; this is situated an unheal- 
thy point, in a low latitude, fatal not only to the 
products,but the lives of those engaged’ in their 
transportation. These circumstances, its unheal- 
thy climate—its tendency to destroy the pro- 
duct—the quantity necessarily thrown in at one 
period—all tend to render it the most improper 
and unfit and dangerous market in the world ; 
to say nothing of the immense loss of property 

I which occurs annually: that of human life, is an 

alarming evQ to the West—there is scarcely a 
district or neighbourhood wluchdoesno’ coi tain 
the widows and orphans of those who hare fallen 
victims to the necessity of seeking this market; 
and this the only dangerous one in the Uijion. 
The business of transportation in the West, is 
necessarily in a great measure confined to the 
farmers ; the price is too low to warrant the em- 

ployment of many agents in the transportation. 
The growers are obliged to construct cheap ve- 
hicles, and go in person to effect a sale. Dur- 
ing the period of the European wars, the price 
was such as afforded a rich huluccrnent for the 
enterprise ; now it is frequently less than the ex- 
pense of transportation. And yet the citizens, 
incite 1 by that enterprize which is bo much the 
character of an American, whom no difficulties 
can discourage : over bad roads and dangerous 
rivers, from the besom of a wilderness, he still 
seeks a market, distant almost as Europe—not 
from choice, but necessity. But, while he is 
compelled to seek it, it must not he forgotten, 
that his enterprise and industry must constant- 
ly languish. Another circumstance, more ap- 
plicable. to this portion of the Union than to 
most others, was the fall of its hanking institu- 
tions, an almost total drain of its specie.—while 
the East preserves a considerable abundance— 
and will any one pretend that the West is less 
industrious and economical than the East ? 

These Mr. G. said, were not, to his mind, lo- 
cal evils and local anil sectional complaints. 
They were all sectional objects of the first 
magnitude, and those which grew out of nation- 
al and general circumstances.—"What is the 
remedy for them ? A Union of the waters of 
Susquehanna and Ohio, or of the I.akes and 
Ohio removes all these evils; it prosrates the 
mountain harrier; it converts an unsafe and un- 

healthy and deadly market to a safe and enrich- 
ing one; it raises enterprise, it disuses industry 
and wealth : not locally, not to the West alone, 
but to the whole nation—to Georgia and Maine, 
as well as to the hanks of Missouri, and in equal 
proportion. If must be known, that I lie nett 
produclsof the West, sell for but little more 

j than one-half of the price of the same products 
l in the. East; at the same time the citizen of the 
West pays a heavy percent, higher for ail im- 
ported articles, than is paid by those of the East. 
This operates as a two-fold drawback on Wes- 
tern capital and industry ; and are these not all 

I national objects ? Is it not at all times a na- 
tional object to save the usele-s waste of mil 
lions, which can always be appropriated be 

: to promote useful industry ? Must we not, 
| said Mr. G. equalize our markets, by cheapen- 
ing and facilitating transportation, before weean 
undersell Europe in manufactures ? And can 
it be denied, that roads and canals arc the true 
a?: 1 sure foundation of manufactures? If inter- 
nal improvements are useful to agriculture, 
commerce, and manutartures, the fact of their 
being natknlal obje'-'s is cv'nblisbeJ ; and then 

the argrumont, that *.:ey belwi^ more properly i° individual, than to national enlcrprize, falls 
! to the ground ; for it is equally good against e> Cry national undertaking. The cost of a sys- tem of internal improvement, is also urged as 
an objection. It is said that wc owe a national 
debt, and that this must be paid, and a surplus revenue accumulated, before wo commence the 
system. Mr. CJ. said lie wished that this very honest precaution had beeu thought of heretofore, " hen so inan}’ millions have been spent in useless 
objects, which lie would not now name; and as 
tor accumulation of revenue, that was not a law 
°!. ,e : '* 1,0 place iu our policy ; and 
it internal improvements were not to be* cum- 
menced until a surplus revenue was saved, be feared it would be a long period before (heir 
blessing-, would be fell; that he wi« anxious lo 
sec the debt paid, and the revenue saved, ami 
to attain (he object, he should select a system of internal improvement. If this would not ena- 
ble us to raise a revenue, lie believed we should 
long remain poor; for he saw no other means, which had not been tried. To this obicct he 
should, therefore, look with confidence. To 
this he was ready lodevoloa few millions, which 
otherwise, wculil Ijo lie %va» convinced 
that the interesfai well as tlio w ill of the na- 
tion, imperiously called for it, and that it should 
not be delayed a single moment. 

IjV SENATE. 
Mondat, March 22, 1824. 

M,r. Ji.hnsn.i, of Keulncky, gave notice that 
he should, to-morroiv, ask h ave to introduce a 
joint resolution authorizing the President to pur- 
chase a Portia it of Washington. 

Mr. Lowrio submitted a resolution of the T.e- 
gi'daturo of l!ic state of Pennsylvania, instruc- 
ting the Senators, and requesting the ltepresrn- i 
tatives, to oppose t!ic imposition, by Congress, of a tax on sales at auctions. 

The unfinished business of Friday last, being the consideration ol tlie resolutions proposing amendments to the constitution, in relation to 
(he election of President and Vice President, 
was again taken up. The question was upon 
Mr. .Wills’ motion to postpone the whole subject 
indefinitely. 

Mr. Dicker-son spoke, at considerable length, 
in favor of amending the constitution, so as to 
provide that the Electors of President shall be 
chosen in districts; and this he thought could 
only be brought about by a spirit of mutual 
concession. 

Mr. Taylor, of Virginia, replied to Mr. Dick- 
erson. lie was opposed to the districting sys- 
tem, as contravening the federal character of 
our government, and destroying the moral and 
geographical independence of the states. He 
spoke in favor of postponement, as tho present 
was not a lit moment for the deliberate consi- 
deration of these amendments. 

Mr. Mills stated the views which induced him 
to move for the indefinite postponement of this 
subject.—lie had believed that it was quite im- 
possible to act upon these resolutions at the 
present session; that the public sentiment was 

j not yet prepared for any amendment on this 
| subject, and that a sufficient number of the Se- 
nate, to carrry any one of these amendments, 
could not be induced to vote for any amend- 
ment. He thought the present was not the best 
time for the consideration of the subject, and 
that there were so many and so various propo- 
sitions, that no one of them would be adopted at 
present. 

Mr. Kelly rose to address the Senate. Af- 
ter making a few remarks in answer to obser- 
vations which had been made, on the former 
discussion of this question, in relation to the 
Congressional caucus, Mr. K. was called to or- 
der by the Chair. The president stated its opinion 
that the debate had taken a much wider range 
than ought to have been allowed, and expressed 
(lie positive feeling of its duty to confine tiie 
discussion to the immediate question before the 
Senate. Mr. Kelly sad, it was his intention to 
have replied to some of the opinions heretofore 
expressed in debate in favor of the meeting al- 
luded to—but, as the Chair had decided that it 
was not in order to do so, be should submit to 
the decision, and lake his 9eat. 

Mr. Barbour, who was in (he Chair when 
the discussion alluded to commenced, felt it bis 
duty to explain the reasons which had induced 
him to allow a wider latitude to that debate, 
than had been indicated to be proper, bv tlic 
Chair, at this lime. It was in consoqnence’of 
his peculiar situation, in connection with (hat 
meeting, that he had introduced its discussion. 
He considered that it was better that the liber- 
ty of debate should Ixj sometimes abused, than 
that it should be curtailed—Ibe more especial- 
ly, as every gentleman stood answerable be- 
fore the country, fui any remarks he might 
make in this Senate. 

IV*r. 1 Jayne made some observations in reply 
to the arguments of Mr. Dickerson, to which 
the latter gentleman rejoined. 

Mr. Branch spoke against postponing the a- 
mendments, on the ground that the present 
mode of election of President was subject to 
many and very serious objections; and that, as 
there was no limit to the present session of Con- 
gress, there was ample time for a full discussion 
of the several propositions to amend, lie was 
in favor, as we understood him, of sending the' 
election back to the F.Icclors, when not made 
by them in the first instance. This would place 
tlic election beyond the sphere of Executive 
contamination, and in a place ivhere a mutual 
interchange ofgood offices could not take place 
between the electors end tlic elected, as might 
he the case in the election by the House of Re- 
presentatives. 

Mr. Macon made some explanation of arc- 
mark which he had made i:i the previous dis- 
cussion. 

1 he rjuestron was then put, on po-tponii»g 
the whole subject inrl ftnrlcf)/, and decided in 
the affirmative, 30 to 13, as follows: 

YEAS-— Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Bell, 
Brown, ('handler, Clayton, D’Wolf. Eaton, Ed 
wards, Findlay, Hayne, Holmes, of Miss. John- 
son, ofKv. 11. Johnson, of I.ou. J. S. Johnson, 
ofJxni. Kelly, King, of A lab. King, of N. Y. 
Knight, Eaninan. Elnyd, of MaSs. Mills,Palmer, 
Parrott, Seymour, Talbot, Taylor, of Indiana, 
Taylor, of \ irginia. Van Dyke, Williams—JO. 

N AK 3— Messrs. Benton, Branch.Dickerson. 
Elliott, Holmes, of Maine, Cowrie. Macon, .No- i 
hie, Buggies, Smith, Thomas, Van Buren, 
Ware—13. 

On motion of Mr. ‘'•Tills, (he Senate then pro- 
ceeded In the consideration of Executives busi- 

ness; and, immediately after, 
Adjourned till tomorrow. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE?. 
Mr. Mel.ane, from (ho Committee of Ways 

j and Means, to whom was referred the bill from 
the Senate, “for tlic relief of Samuel White,” 

! reported the same, wifi,out amendment. 
1 Mr. Little, trom the Committee on Pensions 
l and Revolutionary ( lain:'1, made mi imfavora- 
! hie report on <*• rj on vf (}cny W. Went?. 

and ollicrs, heirs of Abraham iMaiinu; v.iucii 
was laid on tlie table. 

^ '*• Forsyth, from the Committee of Foreign Relations, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Josiali Jordan; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. W hittlcscv. from tho Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill “for tho relief of Morirs 
Goldsmith and Anthony Roderick; which was 
twice read, and committed. 

Mr. W hittlcscj-, from the same Committee,, 
reported a bill “for the relief of Robert Bleau;’* 
whicli was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Ivrenier, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, made an unfavorable rc- 

s port on the petiou of James Monroe; which was 
laid on tho table. 

Mr. Mercer submitted tho following: 
“ItuotcediThat tho Committee on Road* ami 

___ -Canals be instructed to inquire into tfie expe- 
diency ofconnccting the property of the United 
dates, at or near 1 larpcr’s Ferry, by the erec- 
tion of a bridg’e across the Sheuaudoah, at"i)r 
near the mouth thereof.” 

The mover supported the resolution by a few 
remarks; tvfcon the question being taken, it was 

adopted—Ayes 02, Noes 55. 
Mr. Allen called up the joint resolution of- 

fered by him some days since, respecting, a^.^ 
adjournment; hut the House refused to coiisldcr 
it—Ayes 14, Noes CJ. 

% 
Mr. Randolph observed that the vernal equi- 

nox was now passed, and lie thought it was time, 
that every member who did not intend to rely 
on the public crib, but to feed out of his o'wir 
corn-house, should go home and plant his corn ; 
and he hoped that the honorable member from 
Massachusetts would continue to repeat bis mo- 
tion until it should obtain a more favorable re- 
ception by the the House. The protracted ses- 
sions of Congress f which, however, he thanked 
God, could take place only every other year) he 
considered as fraught with incalculable mischief. 
They excluded from the public service an iu;. 
portant and valuable class of men. 

[Here the Speaker interposed, and pronounc- 
ed Mr. R1s remarks to be out of order, inasmuch 
as the House had refused to consider the reso- 
lution.} 

aUr. 1%. observed tliDi uc had intonat'd to con- 
elude his observations by making- a motion ; but 
he should stand corrected. 

Mr. Taj-lor then made a motion to alter the 
hour of meeting to eleven o’clock, A. M. and 
supported his motion hj' a short speech, in which 
be adverted to the amount of business in ar- 
rear, and the injurious consequence of Jong 
sessions. 

Mr. Randolph again rose, and said that ho 
should lake the liberty which the gentleman 
from New York seemed so willing to take him- 
self, but to refuse to others—no uncommon 
case—of making some observations on an inter- 
dicted subject. He should, in the selection o£ 
his topics, pursue his own lights, hotrevf; f0^_ 
ble, without availing himself of the v^fv*great- discernment, sagacity, experience—.(he wished 
he could enlarge the catalog^,)—of the gentle- 
man from New York. 1, for one, siyd Mr. j{ 
voted for the repeal of that preposterous rule 
which, even it this building were cm fire, pre- vented the House from adjourning before 4 
o’clock; and I did suppose that, in its spi- rit, went to repeal the other rule on the same 
subject, in reference to the proceedings of (he 
coinr.-^tce of the whole. Four hours per diem 
is as long as I, at least, am able to endure— 
I will not say, the pestilential atmosphere ol’ 
this House—but an atmosphere, such as nothing 
but the wretched animals plunged in the Grotto 
del Cane, near Naples, were compelled to 
breathe, to gratify the laudable cnriosi*y of the 
very benevolent philosophers of modern Europe. 
I hope the gentleman's motion will not be adopt- 
ed—-and I now give notice, that I mean to follow 
up his motion with one which relates to a sub- 
ject that requires, if not the actual cautery, at 
least the knife—it is a motion to reduce the per 
diem allowance of Members of this House, 
to what it was when I first had the honor of a 
seat here, and which I had then thought, and 
still think, as a per diem allowance, was fixed u 
great deal too high. 

11 (he present session is suffered to continue, instead of having-in Congress, jr>-0at leadino- pmI fcssional men, \rc shall have wluit have been well 
denominated the merely mechanical the instru- 
mental members of those professions. And, nr; 
to the lauded interest, hoiv can we expect it to 
In? represented, when it is ruin to a landed man to attend here? I for one, cannot, sir, consent 
to sit here for so many months, dc die in diem for six days in the week, and hear nothing1 but the strain forever repeated. It: is enough, sir to worry the patience of Job himself. J shnl’' 
therefore, move that, from and after the end o‘‘ the present session of Congress, the j er diem a! 
Imvancc of members be £t>, and the allowance lor travelling expends he the same sma for 
every twenty miles travelling. 

The question was (lieu taken on Mr. Taylort resolution, and carried. J 

* INI r. Randolph moved the following: 
“Rcsolt’td, That from and after the end of tlie 

present session of Congress, the per diem al- 
lowance of Members shall l>e six dollars, and 
six dollars for every twenty miles travelling.” The resolution he desired to lav on the tabh- 
and ho gave notice that he should call up its 
consideration on Friday next. 

The question being put on laying the resolve* 
on the table, it was carried—Ayes f!0, nocs (jfi. 

The Speaker laid before the House a commu- 
nication from the Treasury Department, ac- 

companied with copies of all the official corres- 
pondence between tire Secretary and the Banks 
in which the public moneys were deposited, from 
1st January, 1017, to Oth May, 1022. 

NAVY APPROPRIATION. 
Mr. McLanc moved to postpone all the pre- vious orders of the day to take up the njll Teak- 

ing provision for Ihe naval serv ice of the United 
States for the year IW4. The motion was car- 
ried-—Ayes 04, nocs 60. 

The House then wont into committer r>f 
whole Mr. Bartlett, in the chair, 

™ 

sidernhon of the above nil, and proceeded «„ consider the same, item by item. 
Some of the items gave r^ ,D considerable, discussion, p- rlicularlv inat which propose. »n 

j ?PPn»pnatcg22o,00Q for contingent expenses, 
! ,n<5,««»ng- all c-.,ra a.lowances.” fn this dis- 
cussion, lV.cr-irs. Cobb, Cocke, McLanc, Tav- 1 ;fjr't brsytli, and others, engaged. Mr. Cocke examined in detail the expendi- ture und< r this head during the past year, to 
mam of which he took exception, and particu- larly to the charges for travelling expenses, which formed a part of almo-t every account settled, from which he said, it would appear (!..,( 
almost Pie whole Navy of the United States was 
Constantly employed in trawl’ing from one 
port of the country to another. To many otlier 
items heal a objected, particularly, to tho al- lowance to the Navy Agent at Nerv York, of 
more than 7,000 dollars, under this bead, whil-t 
he was largely indebted :r* tho gnvernneut, ,t ■/ 
•m*.pi rrirn pp■* Ixwe r/rst &?*, n» -4..rrPf, ,n„ 


