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DEBATE 
On the Amendments to the Constitution. 

IN SENATE. 

Tuesday, March 18, 102-1. 
On motion of Mr. Hayne, the several resolu- 

tions proposing amendments to the Constitution, 
«!i relation to the election of President and Vice 
President, were taken up. Mr. Barbour was 
called to the chair. 

Mr. Mills moved the ind finite postponement of 
all further consideration of the subject. After 
«o:ncfe\v preliminary remarks by other members, 
the amouut of which has been giverrin.our pre- 
vious reports of debates on the subject, 

Mr. King, of N. Y. spoke in favor of the mo- 
tion to postpone. The Reporter was then, as he 
has always been, during the present session, un- 
able to hear the remarks of this gentlemen with 
su.Uoieut distinctness to report them fully and 
accurately. Mr. K. was understood as being 
opposed to any-amendment of the Constitution, 
upon the |>oint proposed by these resolutions_ 
lie was in favor of retaining, in the hands of iho 
a nail states, the power which they' possess in the 
election of President, when that election results 
to tho House of Representatives. He consider- 
ed that power as congenial to the federative cha- 
racter of our government, and as having been 
the fruit of that happy spirit of concession, which 
led to the formation and adoption of our present 
constitution. He held this right to be as saenjd 
a- part of the constitution, and as consonant witn 
the genius of our government, as that of the 
small states to a representation in the Senate e- 
qual to that of the largo states. I Ic thought the 
■situation of the country, at this time, did not in- 
vite such a change of the constitution as was pro- 
pped by those amendments ; and that, if made 
it might prove to be a dangerous innovation up- 
on the peculiar character of our government. 

Mr. K. then proceeded, as we understood him, 
to advert to a power which he considered as fore- 
boding far more danger to the country than that 
of the election of President, in the constitutional 
form, by the House of Representatives—a great 
central power, which might avail itself of all the 
means of party spirit, of intrigue, and corruption, 
to ciiect its purposes. He alluded to the prac-1 
ticc of nominating candidates for the first cilice 
iu iho nation by Congressional caucuses, See. 

% [We have some expectation of being able,! 
hereafter, to presenta fuller report of Mr. King’s 
observations.! 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, was in favor of some 
amendment of the constitution, in order to esta- 
blish an uniform mode of electingthe President; 
and the resolution now before the Senate would 
only go to produce that effect. He considered 
it to he the true meaning and intent of the con- 
stitution that the election should be made in some 
uniform mode, throughout the states, and, if it 
were so, the choice would not frequently come 
to the House of Representatives. If the present 
provisions of the constitution were suffered to re- 
main, he did not see how wc could ever have a 
President and Vice President elected by the Peo- 
ple. Such an event would be morally impossi- 
ble. lie believed it was in the spirit of the con- 
stitution that the President should be elected by 
the People of the United States. Now, if an a- 

lOSnJment was proposed, which would increase 
the probability of an election according to the 
truespiritof that instrument, why should it not 
be adopted ? In those states in which the choice 
of Electors is made by the Legislature, there 
have been repeated propositions to change the 
mode of election, on the spur of the occasion, to 
favor the views of particular candidates. Chan- 
ges of this kind, Mr. S. believed, had been pro- 
posed in Virginia, and in New York, in order to 
affect their elections. In New York, the mem- 
bers of the Legislature had been subjected to 
scorn and contempt, for not altering the inode of 

-choosing Electors, to meet a certain exigency. 
•Mr. 3. said, if he had been a member of that bo- 
dy, he certainly should not have voted for such a 

change, under such circumstances, lie thought 
the modeofclcclion, whatever it might be, ought 
to he uniform in each state, and throughout the 
country. 

The resolution proposed by the gentleman 
from Missouri, had been taken up, and partly 
discussed —and, Mr. S. said, he. did not know 
why it should not be further considered. He 
had never listened with more pleasure, than to 
the arguments of that gentleman, in support of 
the plan he had proposed; and, as other mem- 
bers had intimated their wish to reply to those ar- 

guments, .Mr. 3mil.li was willing they should 
have the opportunity to do so. When the speech 
of the member from .Missouri came to be printed 
as it probably would be, and as it richly deserved 
to he, he wished to see the arguments of those 
who were opposed to that gentleman's plan also 
printed—that the public might see, and judge, of 
the reasons urged in its support. As to the prac- 
tice of holding Caucuses, to which tlm gentleman 
from New York had alluded, it had long existed 
in this country. It was no new thing here. It 
had been adopted on a great many important oc- 
casions—it had pi^nluccd a great many good ef- 
fects. .Mr. 3. believed the first embargo wa3 

agreed upon in Caucus. Every one had a right 
to the exorcise ofhU own opinions and princi- 
ples, on that subject. But. .Mr. S. said he con- 
sidered the present question to be upon the pro- 
T-ricty of establishing some uniform mode of clcct- 
ingtb 5 President ;—and this, he thought, ought 
to be done. 

Mr. V .in liurr.n. ot .New r one, saiu, tnai itnau 
not been his intention to arid any thing' to the 
remarks he had heretofore submitted on the mo- 

tion now under consideration, but 3omo expla- 
nation on his part had become necessary. It 
would, he thought, bo injustice, as well to his 
oontitu ;nts as to himself,tosuffer thejnew views 
which had been taken of the subject by his ho- 
norable colleague, to pass unnoticed. In dis- 

charging the duty thus imposed upon him, he 
would*not increase the excitement which had 
been manifested, by giving any latitude to the 
discussion which the occasion did not call for.— 
No portion ofthc time of the Senate would be oc- 

cupied by him, in discussing the constitutionality 
/>f a Congressional Caucus ; nor in considering 
any of those nice distinctions which challenged 
respect fir 4hc proceedings of Conventions of one 

desci.’^tiiu, and denied it to others ; nor inde- 

tccting those still more subtle refinements which 
regarded meetings of the same character as 
sometimes proper, and others destructive of the 
purity of elections and dangerous to the Liberties 
of the people. He could not satisfy himself that 
tins was either the place or the occasion for dis- 
cussions of that character. But, whilst he ab- 
stained from following his colleague in the re- 
marks having reference to this subject, which he 
had allowed himself to make, Mr. V. B. hoped he would not be understood as wishing to raise a 
question as to the propriety of the course which 
his colleague thought properto pursue. It would 
not become him to do so. The principal gifiuiul takeu for the postponement of the resolution, on 
a former occasion, related to the excitement pro- duced by the approaching election, and the su- 
perior fitness of a future pcrioJ for the consider- 
ation of the subject. This ground had now been 
much enlarged. It had been observed by an ho- 
norable member from North Carolina, in oppo- sition to tiic motion, that the necessity of sums 
amendment oi the Constitution, in lliis respect, wu:’ generally admitted, ami had been extensive- 
ly called for by the people. Mr. V. B. under- 
stood his colleague not only to do .y the fact al- 
legcd, as to the state of public opinion, but to 
contest the propriety of anv amendment of the 
Constitution on the subject of th^ choice of Pre- 
sident and Vice President. It was on these two 
points ho would make a few remarks. It could 
not, he thought, he necessary and might not be 
proper to detain the Senate by a minute state- 
ment of the various proceedings of Congress, and of the slates, on the subject. A very*brief reference to them would shew that the gentle- man from North Carolina was supported bv facts 
m the opinion ho hail expressed. Mr. V. B. be- 
lieved, that, oa examination,.it would tie found, that the first movement on the subject had been 
made by tue state lie had the honour, in part, to 
represent, it was now twenty two years since 
the Legislature of New York, shortly after an 
election, and under circumstances entirely dis- 
connecting the measure with any pending con- 
troversy, had,-with great unanimity, passe 1 re- 
solutions in favor of an amendment of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, requiring t io di- 
vision or the respective slates into Districts for 
the choice of Electors, and authorizing their se- 
lection immediately by the people. Those reso- 
lutions were communicated to Congress, and 
would be found on the journals of the Senate; since that time the subject had been acted upon at various periods, an l in different forms, as we!! 
by Congress as the Legislatures of the different 
states. Of the proceedings of the latter, those 
of North Carolina and New Jersey have been 
most conspicuous. The Legislature of North 
Carolina passed resolutions, nearly similar to 
those of New York, and sent them to the differ- 
ent slates for concurrence. New York instruct- 
ed her Senators, and requested her representa- tives, to en leavorto obtain the amendmentrpro- posed by North Carolina, and many of the states 
gave similar instructions. At least throe times 
within eleven years,aulas late as the yeas 1CJ », 
resolutions, proposing amendments to the Con- 
stitution upon the subject of the election of Pre- 
sident and Vice President, have passed this bo- 
dy, by more than Hie Constitutional majority, and 
there had been few sessions for several years in 
which the subject had not been more or less 
acicn upon. isarly in the present session, reso- 
lutions for amendment had been proposed l>y Se- 
nators from Missouri, iVew Jersey, South Caro- 
lina, Massachusetts, and New York. Their 
respective, propositions had been referred to a 

Committee, combining1 much of Che talent and 
experience of the Senate of which his colleague 
was a member. The subject had been consi- 
dered with great care, and a plan reported, con- 

taining, as the Committee thought, the best parts 
of the resolutions referred to them. In that re- 

port, he understood tire Committee were unani- 
mous, and appearances certainly in licated the 
adoption of some resolution on the subject at the 
present session. Such were his impressions, and 
he th vight that such had been the opinions of 
the members of the Senate generally*. In view 
of the facts he had stated, he could neither re- 
press nor conceal his disappointment in finding 
the motion f ir postponement, now supported on 
the ground that no amendment was desired by 
the people. 

Mr. Van Buren said that, although the reso- 
lution he had proposed had not been wholly adopt 
ed by the committee, and, notwithstanding he 
desired material alterations of that reported, still 
if lie should be successful in his endeavors to ob- 
tain the alteration he wished, he would cheerful- 
ly vote for the amendment reported by the com- 
mittee. JIu considered it to lie f-ir preferable, 
for all concerned, to the existing provisions of 
the constitution. It woul 1 beun vise, bethought 
to examine the merits of the various plans pro- 
posed, before the Senate decideJ on the present 
motion. He was unwilling to occupy the time 
of the Senate in discussions, which might lie ren- 
dered worse than useless, by the p istponcmenl 
of the subject, but, his honorable colleague had 
taken one view of the question, which rendered 
a brief reply indispensable. If \Ir. Van Buren 
had correctly un lerstood his colleague, he had 
spoken of the proposed amendment, as an at- 
tempt, on the part of the large status, to deprive 
the smaller states, in the confederacy, of their 
equal vote', in the House of Representatives, in 
the choice of President, on the groun 1 ofits be- 
ing a usurpation which ought to be repressed; 
and, thus considering the subject, he h id enlarg- 
ed on the circumstances under which this right 
was conceded to the smaM states and Ind spo- 
ken of the great danger to which they were ex- 

posed, from the possible combination between 
the states ol Virginia, Pennsylvania an I New 
York. Mr. Van Buren thought it due to his con- 
stituents, from their relation to the question in 
that form, and, to himself, also, as having intro- 
duced one of the resolutions, to disclaim, for 
both, any views of the character alluded to. .A 
reference to ivhat had taken place here, ought to 
dispel the erroneous impression which had been 
made on the mind of his colleague. The first pro- 
position for an amendment of th? constitution, in 
tnisrcspccT, oiterc.j minis sassion, cam2 irom 

Missouri, the youngest, and, except one, or per- 
haps, two. t!io smaller states intlic confedciucy ; 
and the others, from .N w Jersey, South Carori- 
na, Majmehuscll*, an 1 New York, in theor.lcr 
in which lie hod named these state;. The pro- 
portions from New Jersey, a.id South Carolina, 
yielded the principle of giving to each stale an 

equal vote, on receiving what they regarded as 

an equivalent. That equivalent consisted in the 
division of the large states into districts, to which 
by the suggestion of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, was added the proposition, which could 
not but prove conservative of the interests of all, 
the removal of the decision from the House of 

Representatives. The principal difference be- 
tween the plan he. had the honor to projxwe, and 
those of which he had hist spoken, was, that, in- 
stead of providing for the ultimate decision of 
the question by the House of Representatives, 
as was done i *'hat of the gentleman from New 
Jersey, he proposed a second reference to the 
electors; aud, instead of sen ding it back as of- 

ten as might be necessary to a choice, as pro- posctl by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
1 **"' B'iron’s plan compelled a choice on tiie 
second ballot by the electors; a majority of the 
committee, to which the several propositions had been referred, were from small slates, and they had agreed on au amendment, fonnded on prin- ciples of reciprocal concessions for Hie general 
goo^ This was all that the representatives of the large states had, as he underwood thorn, coh- 
Sf";,, rhey could not, ought not, did not, de*‘re that small states should surrender any portion of the power and influence now secured to them by the constitution, unless these states •should, themselves, think, that their own condi- tion would be improved, and the general welfare promoted, by their doing so, on receiving con- 
cessions, fully equivalent, from the largo states. Considerations of such liberal and equitable cha- racter had been held out on both sides, and the 
conflicting interests of the different states, on this point, arising from their unfortunate inequa- lity, had hitherto, to the honor of the Senate been commented upon without the least acrimo- 
ny, and under tho control of feelings which pro iniscd the most auspicious results. Mr. Vim Burensaid that nothing had taken place to change Ins views, or disposition, on the subject. I le was 

ar?*‘OU3 to continue the discusssion, and was 
willing to lend his feeble efforts to obtain tbc a- 
doption of some resolution, on the subject, at this 
session. To tins end, ho was ready, on I he part of Ins constituents, to make all reasonable sacrifi- 
ces. If. however, gentleman thought, that the 
next session would he a more propitious period and the character of the debate, on this motion,’ certainly afforded some reason to believe that it 
might be so, he would how respectfully, to the will of the majority. Until, however, that was 
expressed, lie would continue to o;>p.>3e the post 
ponainent. 1 

Mr. Dickerson, of New Jersey, said, the 
convention who formed our constitution could not have foreseen all the effects of its ope- 
ration—powers have resulted from it that were 
not anticipated—the relative strength of the 
states has undergone a change, which has dis- 
turbed the checks and balances of the constilu- t,an* honorable gentleman from Missouri 
( Mr. Benton,) lias she wn the evils of the present system of electing a President, and the necessi- 
ty of districting the states fe.- that purpose, in 
the strongest point of view. The election of a I resident by the People at largo would be a 
preferable inode, if it were practicable; but, whoever will look at the situation of our coun- 
try, with iis different kinds of population; differ- 
ent inodes of election; different qualifications of 
votes; must at once perorive that such an elec- 
tion is utterly impracticable. The choosing of 
the Presidential Electors, in single districts, is 
the nearest possible approach to au election by 
the people at large. 

A disproportion has grown out of the relative 
powers of the great and small states, which the 
members of the convention could not have fore- 
seen, and which has given anew character to 
our system. 

In an election by Electors, six groat States 
can control the election; anrl leave eighteen States without power or influence upon the 
question. In the House of Representatives, thirteen small States, with forty-five represen- tatives, can elect a President against the resi- 
due of the States, with 168 representatives. 
Why should the great States be all-powerful in 
the first case, and the small States in the latter. 
The gentleman from New-York (Mr. King,) is 
willing to put the small states on an equality with the large. Is he so? This is very strange. B'it it is only on choosing a President in the 
Mous ’’of Representatives, which can rarely oc- 
cur. Rut is lie willing to give thi3 equality of 
vote, on the first election of a President, which 
must occur every four years? No. New-York, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, North Carolina, Ken- 
tucky, and Ohio, have 13.3 electors, andean 
control the election of a President—bare ma- 

jorities, in each of these states, can control the 
Union, upon this question. Those states, are of 
contiguous territory, and may easily have a coin 
munity of interest that shall bind (hem together, 
at leaf upon one question. .The gentleman, 
from Missouri says, that the power exercised 
by the legislatures of the Stales, to appoint Elec- 
tors, is an usurpation—that itought to be relin- 
quished, without any concession of power on 
the part of the small states. Call this power 
by what name you please, it is now a permanent 
power, only to be reached by an amendment of 
the Constitution. However incorrect the con- 
struction of the Constitution might have been, 
and was, when thij power was first assumed, it 
lias been acquiesced in for more than thirty 
years. To reject the electoral votes thus given, 
at this time, would be to dissolve (he Union. It 
is too late to oppose the exercise of this power. 
But the power on the part of the states, to choose 
their Eloelors by general ticket, is not denied; 
and yel its effect is precisely the same; it gives 
the great states precisely the same power to 
control the election of a President. So far as 

regards the citizens of the large states where it 
may he adopted, it is equally oppressive to the 
minorities, and less calculated to give a fair ex- 
pression of the will of the majorities. In the 
State of Now York, for instance, with a popula- 
tion of one million and a half, and a territory of, 46 thousand square miles, 36 Electors are to he 
chosen by general ticket; they must he selec- 
ted from the different districts of the state—any 
other arrangement could not succeed. The 
voters, generally speaking, would not know, 
even by name, more than one or (woof the E- 
Icctors to be voted for; for all the rest, they 
m ist vote upon trust. The voter follows the 
groat man of his .town—he the great man of the 
county—and he some three or four great men 
of the state; who thus wield the force of a mil- 
lion and a half of people. 

II the legislature choo3C the Electors, they havo the opportunity of knowing whom they 
choose; they are the agents in whom their con- 
stituents confide; they, at least, afford a connec- 
ting link of information between the people, 
and the Electors to be chosen. 

Will the large states give tip this power, without a corresponding concession on the part 
of the srnal; states? They are strong, sturdy, 
and obstinate. They have been urged upon 
this point for twenty years, but without effect— 
further efforts arc hopeless. What is the pow- 
er of the small states, which it is (he wish of the 
great states to restrain or modify? 

On an elecsion of President, in the Home of 
Representatives 31 members, from 13 small 
States, can control the election. Is this a safe 
power, even to the small States themselves? 
Should they exercise their power to the full ex- 
tent, the first attempt would probably ha fatal 
to their independence. Can they fee! a confi- 
dence that they would exercise their power with 
discretion? In the moment ofparty excitement, 
when ambition, and all the fierce passions of 
anger and resentment, have thcii way, discre- 
tion is lost sight of. The power is a danger- 
ous one—much more dangerous to the small 

I States than to tbo large. The danger efdis- 

solving our l/mon would create comparatively, but little alarm io IS ow-York. What has site 
to fear? She is an empire in herself. But, 

I with New Jersey, the case isaltogetherdkTereut. 
| Without llic constitution, she mu3t cease to lie 
I an independent Stale. Situated between two 
potent neighbors, of whose disposition to op- 
press she had suilieient evidence, betweeu the 
close of the Revolutionary war and the forma- 
tion of our present constitution, she would be 
crushed. On the dissolution of the. Union, real 
properly, in Now Jersey, would instantly fall 
50 per cent. The Stale is so situated, that a 

large portion of her commerce must necessarily 
go through the p u ls of New iork and Penn- 
sylvania. i'lie duties on foreign gootTs con- 
sumed in Near Jersey, would be paid in X. York 
and Pennsylvania, and pass into the Treasuries 
of those States. New Jersey would be tribu- 
tary to them. She would resist—and, probably, make the city of Jersey, Perth, Amboy, and 
Burlington on free ports of entry. This wpuM 
destroy her whole syshyu ofprotectingtlic indus- 
try of fhdlState, and would lead to act* of retal- 
iation on the part of those States in which her 
prosperity would be utterly destroyed. New 
Jersey lias a stronger interest in t!iO conslitu- 
tion than any other State in the Union. 

It is for this reason, tint, in that Stale, there 
is the strongest disposition to proviJe for the 
permanency of the constitution, by correcting the abuses that have grown up under it; more 
especially the disproportion of the power of the 
groat and small States, in choosing- the O.'liief 
Magistrate; and thedtliculty of such a choice in 
the House of Representatives. 

How the fears of the gentleman from New 
York have been allayed, within a few weeks, 1 
know not; while the dangers themselves have 
evidently increased. 

^The dangers of choosing the President, in 
1001, were such, as to threaten us -villi dissolu- 
tion of our compact. But, the difficulties now 
to be. contended with, in such an election, I 
would be made much greater. Then, there j 
were but two candidates; the firat ballot,would j have resulted in a choice, if some .Stales had 
not been divided. Now, there must he llnve j candidates. The House of ilcpi-c rent sit ives 
will he divided between the three; even the Re- 
presentativos of the States may be divided he-; 
tween the three. The confusion might become ! 
inextricable. 

Suppose New York were to give 12 votes to j 
A, 11 to B, and 11 to O, would this cusure the i 
vole of New York for A? The friends of B and 
C wouldsaynot. Should a plurality, or majori- 
ty, govern in such a case? Should the State r,av 
what was its vote? or should the H. of R. pre- 
scribe the rule? The case is full of difficulty and danger. 

This amend moot, Mr. D. said, if it should be 
agreed toby the requisite number of both Hou- 
ses of Congress, must be submitted to tlic«cve- 
ral staled; and, unless three-fourths of them were 
in favor of it, it could not be adopted. The 
large and the small states must all be consulted, 
and he well knew ft would he very difficult to 
get any amendment adopted. It is said that it 
will take away the rights of the states. But, 
uuics-.agree lo it, me proposition can ne- 
ver take effect. Mr. D. thought the present' provision of the constitution, in respect to the \ election of President, was extremely weak. He 
was fully convinced that it was the unanimous 
opinion of the old statc.s, that some alteration 
ought to take place; they have earnestly looked 
for it—they ask it at our hands. Bath tliesmall 
and large states will consent to give up some- 
thing, for the sake of effecting that object. Neither ot them would he Milling to do it, un- 
less an equivalent was obtained. Mr. P. fear- 
ed that the present was not the time to act up- 
on these amendments; lie thought it would be 
necessary to test the constitution, as it now 
stands, a little longer. It would take a long time to get any amendment through, and it was 
thought that the present was not a fit lime for 
the discussion, in consequence of the cycile- 
ment which prevails throughout the country in 
regard to the ensuing election. The gentle- 
man from New York lias changed his mind, re- 

specting the propriety of amending the consti- 
tution. 

Mr. King, of New York, rose to explain, in 
reference to the change of opinion imputed to 
him by the gentleman from New Jrrsy. \Vo 
understood him to say, that, although he had 
formerly been favorable to some amendment of 
the Constitution, in regard to the election of 
President, yet his attention had been most pow- 
erfully attracted by a power which had since 
risen up, which appeared to him so terrific, that j 
he hardly dared to contemplate the effects it j 
might produce—he meant the power which j members of Congress had assumed, of nomina- 
ting a President of the United Stales. It was 
placing the complete control of the government ! 
in the hands of a party—lie firmly believed that 1 
the power thus a,same 1, w./nli, if permitted- 
to ho exercised, eventually overwhelm the 
Constitution, li would produce a fearful com- 
bination of the large states. The small states, 
lie thought, would not consent to go into Cau- 
cus—if they did, it would be a suicidal act, on 
their part. ITe called upon gentlemen to pro- 
duce the smallest authority, in any part of the 
Constitution, for these meetings, lie consider- 
ed them as violating the spirit of that instrument. 
The power of choosing tho President, is given 
to the Colleges of Electors—the election, in the 
first instance, is in their hands; and, to prevent 
the possibility of combination, they are chosen 
only about thirty days before their office is to 
tie performed. The election is directed to he 
made,in all the different states,o‘i liic same day; 
au l tin Electors arc permitted to make but one 
attempt at a choice. These provisions of the 
Constitution were adopted f»r the express pur- 
pose of preventing combinations—an effect 
which Mr. IJ. thought was greatly to be dread- 
ed, fiorn the practice of nomination, by Con- 
gressional Caucuses. 

j*ir. imcicerson rrsumo'i—no intended ro di3- i 
respect to the hapbr.ddc member from New! 
York, in imputing to him a change of opinion | 
on this subject. In regard to the caucus which 
had been spoken of in this discussion, Mr. T). 
said, he conceived it wa; neither forbidden w>r 

enjoined by the constitution. lie considered it 
as a perfectly harmless expression of .he opin- 
ions of those who attended it. Members of 
Congress had certainly as goods right, in their ! 
individual capacities to recommend a candi- j 
date for the Presidency, ns any o'her men. Si- 
milar meetings have been held in every stale, 
or cry countv, and almost every tmvn in the 
country. The same privilege of recommending 
candidates is exercised by every printer in the 
country—•-■omc of them have recommended 
three or four different candidates within the last 
six or eight months. ?»'o mischief can result 
from the caucus nomination—it imposes upon 
nobody—it binds nobody—it will go for what it 
is worth, and no more—is the mere cxerci°e 
of opinion, and that is a right which whether it 
respected m«-n or measures. Mr. It. said, h<' ■ 
wo:!! never rcljn^'ii'h. 1* }s * tgM g^arar- 

| tit>J by tho constitution and the laws of the 
country, and one which will be exercised. 

! , *.* Ii;‘,nes» *f -Maine, next rose. It is to 
mo (said o r. If.) matter of regret and aston- ishment, that tin's debate should have taken 

! tUm; 1 U*° ,,u,lor «>c, with the I gentleman from Now York, (Mr. Kin-,) on tl.c Committee to whom tln-c amendments to the Constitution were referred. I had* till then, some doubts whether, at this time, it was proper to act upon them. But I then had the comitc- 
,, .j 0 a support of that honorable gentlemen. «n.'M 'TW U":1 ^Pfrceiated his experi- a.nd 'risdorn. As he was one of those who framed that instrument, and knew the views and motives oi Ins associates, 1 adopted him, in some 

*! ‘vV :\'4 iny Mentor. The amendment which 
nxs been the subject of his animadversion was a-rend .»n in committee, with great unanimity; an t In none wit.i more cordiality and zeal than by that gentleman. But though he has seen fit to change In* opinion, I have not. However I may re spoof him, T cannot consent to be led 
aoout in this way. For the reasons which he has daorne l proper to oifbr to the Senate, I as 
cne, feel mortified and humbled. Never before 
except once, and that by the same honorable 
metn.ier, has the election, which now agitates the pu.r.'u. been introduced into our dclibera- 
i|OM; ,.Ti,“s. Sa,,ate should be, and, until now 
thaiik Ci).t, it^ iias been nJiovc popular excite- 
ment. And irom what source docs it coine? 
WI10 sets tiie pernicious example? One whose 
age and experience point him out as a model. 

Sir, 1 assure that honorable gentleman, that I 
have no need of his adv ice, nor will I submit to 
die rbo.i of ̂ ny Senator here, to direct me 
in inv private or individual conduct. Until 1 
s11.1l! >e arraigned as the Constitution prescribes, I snail not condescend to account to any, or all 
the members ot this Senate, for iny acts 011 
of this body, and with which they have no con 
corn. 

The first use oT the word Cuuciu” here, in 
debate, 1 regret to say, was from that gen I Io- 
nian. lie iias been pleased to arraign before 
toe Senate certain members of this, and the 
obser House, because they saw lit to meet and 
recommend a candidate to the people for Presi- 
dent of the United States. And, by this act, he ailed* to believe that the Constitution has 
been so violated, that be would not amend it 
at ail. Sir, pardon me when I say that this is an 
idle dream. 

He seems to apprehend that the lime will 
come, when the President and Heads of Dcpart- nien., will participate in such a Convention. 
Sir, there is no danger of that. When the 
members of the Executive Department shall 
combine to appoint a successor for the President, the people will pul down the combination. No, sir; when these gentlemen attempt this, it will 
not be by a public meeting. Secret engines will 
be put in operation—private agents will be em- 
ployed, and means will ho used which shun the 
light. 

A public meeting- lias boon held to recommend 
to the People to unite and keep the election in 
their own harms. At this the hon. gentleman takes umbrage and alarm—he condemns this 
measure ofpnion; avows his wishes that the e- 
lection may he made by the House of Repre- sentatives. I le seems to think, that an}' meet- 
ing or any opertions of individuals to prevent it 
is todefeat the provisionsoftire Constitution! This, 
from a represent at iveofthe largest state in theL'n- ! 
ion, is very frank aud very disinterested. Sir, it 
would be humiliating to give the proper answer 
lo all this—a regard to the dignity of the Senate 
forbids the just retort. But we may be allowed 
to say, that, when the Representatives act with 
open doors, and expose their views and motives 
to the world, (bo People’s rights are safe, the 
danger lies in secret tQuibin :hms, in compacts to 
divide and distract—in private meetings to pre- 
vent public meetings. 

II is here that bargains may be made, and 
management and intrigue bn practiced with 
success. 1, Sir, n:n proud in the retied ion, that 
'.cehave acted openly an I aboveboard. We 
have united, as individuals, to rceommend a can- 
didate to the people. 1 hold myself aocounta-* 
ble, for this, to ho member of this Senate, how- 
ever respectable. For this act, lam respond, 
hie onlyjto tr.y consciencemv country,&m3rGod. 

It is'a source of consolation and confidence, 
that this course has been sanctioned by constant 
usage, and the approbation and support of the 
most distinguished patriots and statesmen. And, 
in what instance have the rights of the people 
been infringed, their liberties impaired, or the 
constitution violated? Do you perceive h in the 
prosperity, happiness, and independence, which 
every where surround you? 

Sir, the people of the United States are high- 
minded. independent, and intelligent Republi- 
cans. They understand their own rights, and’ 
I trust, know how to preserve them. If they sec 
cause, they will disregard, and disapprove, our 

recommendation. When, in my opinion, I need 
it, 1 will consent to he advised, and even cate- 
chised, by any Senator: and by none sooner than 
he honorable, member from New-York. But, 
of ibis, l must take the liberty of being my own 

judge. Upon my individual conduct, beyond 
these walls, 1 will not be compelled to submit to 
any tribunal other than those which I have 
named. 1 need not add, I am of age to act for 
myself. 

Mr. IjO'.vnr, of Pennsylvania said, it was 

vri{Ii- a .sannsalion of pain, that ho observed the 
•dtuation in which the Senate was, nt this mo- 

ment, ,d o- J. Instead of considering, with 
calm deliberation, (lie amendments to Hie Con- 
stitution, submitted by the different members, 
and especially the one which bad received the 
sanction of the Committee of the body, the Sen- 
ate is involved, by the remarks of the gentleman 
from Now-York, (!\h. King,) in tiie discussion of 
the propriety of a Congressional Caucus. Sir, 
said iMr.fi. the gontlcmSn has expressed him 
self, in strong terms, against this measure; and 
if lie has not alarmed others, he has shewn that 
bo is himself alarmed at the results which arc 

likely to follow. Hut, sir. f, for one, will noPbo 
forced into a discussion of tins measure, on (he 
floor -<'lJie Senate. ■Notwithstanding the great 
respect I have fur the gentleman from Yew-Y"ork 
so improper do I consider his remarks, that, on 

this point', I will not even answer him. But, 
although i choose to be silent. 1 hog the gout |«- 
inan to he assured that it is not because I see any- 
thing new or formidable in his remarks, or any 
thing diflicult lo answer. 

Vv bat is the question. said Mr. L. which, nt 
this time, is, or ought lohe, before the Senate ? 
A motion for indefinite; postponement of the va- 
rious amendments ottered to tho Constitution of 
the Coiled States. Five years ago, when l first 
took my scat here, to? gentleman from .Yew 
Jersey, instructed by (bn State which iic repre- 
sents, offered an amendment embracing the dis- 
trict system. It passed the Senate, by tho con- 
stitutional majority. It pa.sed then, and it has 
passed since, without i’.e aid of my vote. As 
a Representative from a l.irge State, t never 
have consulted tonsys<e:ii which wrnt-to strike 
On: of e'!ti«fT,ne'r''V Hive of the Sn'-d'K 

the efl’cct of the district system, that, instead of 
States, you arc to have districts. Sir, I will not 
consent to a system which would prevent tho 
Stateof Pennsylvania from speaking, on the 
question, with her whole strength cutire and un- 
broken, unless the small States will give an e- 

quivalent. We have been told of the advan- 
tages of the district system; and, that there are 

advantages in it, I admit, lint these advanta- 
ges, heretofore, have been asked for by conces- 
sions from the large States only. The question 
has, this session, for the first time, assumed a 
new form. A proposition is suinmitted, by which 
the large and the small States cau meet on mid- 
dle ground. I have been anxious to hear this 
proposition discussed by the Senate. My wish 
has been, that the attention of our constituents 
should be drawn to it. Should a majority of the 
Senate be against it, there is still remaining the 
amendment submitted by the gentleman from 
South Carolina, (Air- Hayno.) With some mo- 
di fiat ion, that amendment would be my second 
choice ; both arc of grave and solemn import— 
tlu-v require at your hands a full, a calm, and 
deliberate discussion. Why is tho motion for 
indefinite postponement thrown iu the way? Be- 
cause, it is said, an election of President takes 
place next fall, arid there is great excitement in 
the country on that question. Sir, it is admit- 

| ted by all, that no amendment we can non pro- 
|»se will affect the next election ; and, this be- 
ing the ease, what connection can the present 
question have with the ensuing election, more 
than any other subject presented for our deli- 
beration? There is, in reality, no sound reason 
why we should not proceed. Nothing but the 
influence of undue excitement could have in- 
duced the gentleman from New York to hrin^ 
thepropriety or constitutionality of a C’ongrea° sional Caucus into this debate. No excitement 
shewed itself within these walls, until the gen- 
tleman indulged himself in the remarks we have 
just heard. Tho perplexed view which the 
gentleman has given of our political situation, is, in my judgment, no reason why the prescut 
question should he arrested. Mr. I,, said he 
would vote against the postponement ; but, ifo- 
ther gentlemen thought the next session would 
be more favorable for a decision of the question, 
he would acquiesce; hut, at the next session, if 
no other gentleman brought the subject forward, 
he would then present it to the consideration of 
tho Senate. 

Mr. Noble, of Indiana, said, this debate hail 
certainly assumed a very strange aud unex- 
pected course ; but, if the object in giving it 
this direction was to affect the public mind, in 
relation to the caucus which had been recent- 
ly held, he trusted that object would he defeated, 
lie had attended that caucus himself—and he 
certainly should not ask pardon of the "•entlc- 
man from New York, Mr. King, or of an} other 
member in the Senate, for having done so, fur- 
ther than the rules of respect ton-aids members, and the decorum usually observed in the Senate. 
The object of the caucus was to produce union; 
it did not infringe upon the free v otc of any citi- 
zen of the U. States, nor of the state to which he 
belonged. He adverted to the political opera- 
tions of the government previous, and at the day of Jefferson’s nomination. It was bv caucus 
iiiai inc power men in the hands of Federalist 
was dislodged, and, from liis youthful days ha 
said amen ! and so lie said now. In New York 
he said, if he had rightly been informed, some 
years ago, upon a certain occasion, iu eleetinr a 
Senator from that State to the United States, the election was delayed, and an union formed 
between tlic Federalists and Clintonians, in or- 
der to suit certain individuals, and to answer in- 
dividual purposes. What was this but a cau- 
cus ? No one ever behoved that the people of 
the great State of New York was contaminated 
by the union of those parties. 15. t he asked 
what had this to do with the propositions to a- 
mend the Con*lifu'i< n of the United States, 
now under consideration .* It was a departure from the subject, and a firebrand thrown into 
the house. This central power, to which the 
member from Neiv York alludes, and his fears 
that the Constitution would be destroyed, he 
presumed was intended to produce some effect 
in New Yo'dc. lie liked consistency in gentle- 
men who Sloped forward to protect t he rights of 
the people—the gentleman himself deuied, the 
other day, that tl»e people were the constitution- 
al sovereigns in this government—ho contend- 
cd that the states were the sovereigns, when it 
was known to all Republicans, that the peoplo were the source of all power, and constituted the divisions of all powers, whether applied to 
the state governments or the Federal. 'Mr. 
Noble said he would not sutler himself to be 
traduced bv any member for having gone into 
caucus, without defending himself. What v. as 
done there, was done openly—it was the niri c 
expressionof private sentiment—such a practice 
was in existence, he believed, in every state 
in every county—and in every township in tbo 
United States, in relation to tiie election of all 
officers, e ither of the Stale or Federal gover n- 
ment, and never Considered as violating the Constitution of the United States, except-by those whose favorites could not prevail, nor vet 
as constituting this central power.” On this 
question, Mr. Noble said, that he. did not ex- 
pect to he called upon to defend the caucus tlm 
doings of that meeting were public, they worn 
gone out to the people. Hot pray lei the Kon* tleinan from New York, tell us what has hr-n 
uone on me oiuer okip—nc meant the anti-fcau- 
cus—and see whether tlieii proceedings formed 
any part of this central pmer,” so dangerous 
to the liberties ofthc people. T,et him s.rv v.hnt i part of the Constitution pave this lipl't. Mr. IV. 
said he did not condemn the cuune, for it v\ ns 
but a caucus to know whether they would go in. 
to a caucus, this *.vas hut private sentiment, &; 
flic only difference between the raurut and nr. ,. * 

-ntyi. is, the firmer was prn ate sentiment, ex- 

pressed with previous notice : r.nd the loiter 
private sentiment, w.thnut ir'i.er. 

i\Tr. King, of N. V. said, that, m ti ■ for re- 
marks he had made to the Senate, he h d inten- 
ded no disrespect towards any member. Tic 
had thought that, in the pro it >-i;i hi. u of f},o 
country, this was not the pnye.r time i«,r ti e 
consideration of amendments to the. constitution. 
The subject had interwoven i! c!f into th- r. 
fairs ofhis own State, in reg.-i: 1 to tin 1'rv id -,i. 
tial Election. He trusted he was n<.| pre cluded 
from expressing his oj iuiou, on a u!»j« < t of g, ; 
importance and notoriety. Incon-iderit ^ a 
me.sdments to the constitution, he had thou "-hr 
tt not improper to mention the cor titufiou. 
That power was one, the operation of which* 
he believed, was much to he dm »’d- mui siirclv 
there was no impropriety in allading to it. ff 
things were doing in the counfsy, which tvoro 
thought improper, and wliic'n had a bearing on 
the subject unner discussion, would the Senate 
not be influenced by them? 

Mr. Finlay said, that, aa this was a most 
unpleasant discussion, more so than any he ha 1 
ever heard, 9incc he had the honour of a seat in 
the Senate, he would ondoavor to terminate it 
He moved an adkwimment. T 
carric '—fttha Senate adjourned *iTl 


