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MR. WEBSTER’S SECOND SPEECH. ] 
'(CONTIWUKD.] 

J’rufesslng to be provoked, by what lie chose to \ 

c'v.udtdor a charge made by mo against South Caro- i 

iiuti, tho honorable member, Mr President, has taken < 

up a new crusade agaiust New England. Leaving j 
altogether tko subject of the public lands, in which ] 
h(d success, perhaps, had been neither distinguished i 
or satisfactory, and letting go. also, of the topic* of the 1 

tariff? he sallied forth in a general assault, on the 
opinions, parties, and parties of New England, as 

they hav#TOcCn exhibited in the last thirty years. 
This is natural. The “narrow policy” of the public | 
hutds had proved a legal sotllemcnt in South Caro- 

lina, a*d was not to be removed. The “accursed 
llP?icy” < f the tariff? also, had established the fact of 

i;s birth and parentage, in the same Stato. No won- 

defr, therefore, tho gentleman wished to carry tho 

war, as ho expressed it, int" the enemy’s cotiutry. | 
Prudently willing to quit these subjects, he wab | 
doubtless'desirous of fastening on others, which 
could not be transferred south of Mason and Dixon’s J 
Hue The politics of New England became Ins ! 
t heme; and it was in this part of bis speech, I think, J 
that hh menaced mo with such so c discomfiture. 
Discomfiture! why, sir, when he attacks any thing j 
which l maintain, and overthrow*? it; when ho turns! 
tho right or left of any position which 1 take up: when 
he drives me from any ground I choose to occupy, he 
may then talk of discomfiture; but not till that distant1 
day. What ha? ho done? Has he maintained his 
own charges? lias he proved what he alleged? Has : 

In'; sustained himself, in his attack on the Government, i 
and on the history of the North in the matter of the } 
public lands? lias lie disproved a fact, refuted a, 
proposition, weakened an argument, maintained by | 
me? Has he come, within beat of drum of any posi- 
tion of mine? Ob no, but he has carried the war I 
into the enemy’s country!” Carried the war into tbc 
enemy’s country! Yes, sir, and what sort of a war 

Inis he made of it? Why, sir, he has stretched a drag 
net over the whole surface of perished pamphlets, 
indiscreet sermons, frothy paragraphs, and turning 
popular addresses’; over whatever the pulpit, in its 
moments of alarm, the press in its heats, and parties 
ijt their extravagance, have severally tlr* wn oil? in 
tunes of general excitement and violence. He lias 
thus swept together a mass of such things, as bul that j 
they are now old, the public health would have re j 
qutred him rather to leave in their slate of disper- j 
hlo’n. For a good long hour or two, we had the un-1 
brokcii pleasure of listening to the honorable rncm-1 

ber, while he recited, with his usual grace and'spirit,; 
and with evident high gu.-to, speeches, pamphlets,} 
addresses, and all the ct ectcras of the political press, j 
such as warm heads produce in warm times; and such j 
as it would bo “discomfiture” indeed, for any one.! 
whose taste-did not delight in that sort of reading, to i 
be obliged to peruse. Tilts is Ins war. This -it is to j 
carry T»i;r«ur into the enemy’s country. It is in an 

invasion of this sort, that he ihtters himself with the 

expectation of gaining laurels, fit to adorn a Senator’s 
brow. 

Air. President, I shall not, it \vill, I trust, not be 
expected that I should, either now, or at any time, 
separate this farrago into purls, and answer and exa- 

mine its components. I shall hardly bestow upon it 
all, a general remark or two. In the run of forty 
yfcars, sir, under this Constitution, \vc have expe- 
rienced sundry successive violent parly contests. 
Party arose, indeed, with the Constitution itself, and, 
in some form or oilier, lias attended it through the 
greater part of its history. Whether any other Con- 
stitution than the old article's of confederation, was 
desirable, was, itself, a question on which parties 
formed; if « new Constitution were framed, what 
powers should be given to it, was another question; 
:l^iid, when it had been formed, what was, in fact, the 
just extent of the powers actually conferred, was a 

third. Parties, ns we know, existed, under the first 
Administration, as distinctly ♦narked, as those which 
manifesltd themselves at any subsequent period. 
The contest immediately preceding the political 
change in ICO I, and that, again, which existed at the 
commencement of llic laic war, arc other instances 
of party excitement, of something more than usual 
strength and inte nsity. In all these conflicts, there 
was, no doubt, much of violence oil both and all sides. 
It would bo impossible, it’ one had a fancy for such 
employment, to adjust the relative r/iinnluvl of vio- 
lence between these contending parties. There was 

enough in each,as must always be expected in popu- 
lar Government?. With a great deal of proper and 
decorous discussion, there was mingled a great deal, 
also, of declamation, virulence, crimination, and abuse. 
In regard to any party, probably, at one of the leading 
epochs in the history of parties, enough may be found 
to make out another equally inflamed exhibition, as 
th'at with which the honorable member lias edified us. 
For myself, sir, I shall not rake among the rubbish of 
by-goue times, to sec what I Can find, or whether I 
cannot find something, by which I can fix u blot on 
the escutcheon of nnv slate, any party, or ony part 
of the country. Gen. Washington’s administration 
was steaddy and zealously maintained, us wo all 
know, by New England. It was violently opposed 
elsewhere. We know in what quarter he had the 
most earnest, constant, and persevering support, in 
all liis great and leading measures We know where 
his private and personal character were held in the 
highest degree of attachment and veneration; and we 
know, too, where his measures yvere opposed, his ser- 
vices slighted, and liis character vilified. Weknovv, 
or yve might know, if we turned to the Journals, who 
expressed respect, gratitude, and regret, when he re- 
tired from the chief magistracy; & yvho refused to ex- 

press cither respects, gratitude or regret—I shall not 
open those journals. Publications more abusive or 

scurrilous never saw the light, than were sent forth 
a'«-ain;t Wuohmgton, and all his leading measures, 
from presses South of Neyv England.—But I shall 
not look tiietn np. 1 employ no scavengers—no one 
is in attendance on me, tendering such means of re- 
taliation; and if there were, with an ass’s load of them, 
with a bulk as huge a* that which the gentleman 
himself has produced, I would not. touch one of them. 
I see enough of the violence of our own times, to be 
no yvay anxious to rescue from forgetfulness the ex- 

travagancies of times past. Besides, what is all this 
to the present purpose? It has-nothing to do with 
the public lands,in regard to which the attack was 

b'cgun; and it has nothing to do with those sentiments 
and opinions, which I have thought tend to disunion, 
and all of which the honorable mejuher seems to have 
a'dopt d himself, undertaken to defend. New Eng- 
land has at times, so argues the gentleman, hcTd 
opinions as dangerous, as those which he now holds. 
Jle it so. But why, therefore, does he abuse New 
England? If he finds himself countenanced by acts 
of tiers, how is ittiiut, while he relies on these acts, 
he covers, oi seeks to cover, their authors with re- 
proach? But, eir, if in the conrsc of forty years, 
there have been undue effervescence.? of partv in 
New England, has the same thing happened no wliere 
rise? Party animosity and party outrage not in New! 
bhgland,but elsewhere, denounced Presrdcnt. Wash- 
ington, not only as a Federalist, but as a Tory, a 
Ifr/tir/i agent, a man who, in his high ojfice,sanction- 
ed corruption. Hut docs the honorable member sup 
pose, that if I had a tender here, who should put 
speh an effusion of wickedness and folly in my hand, 
that 1 would stand up and read it ogainst the .South? 
Parties ran into great heats, again, in 1799, and 
int)0. What was said, sir, or rather what was not 
said, in those years, against John Adams, one of the 
signers of the declaration of independence, and its 
rt,dnmt0(l ablest defender on the floor of Congress, li the gentleman wishes to increase his stores of par fy abuse and trothy violence; if he has a determined 
procuvity to such pursuits, there arc treasures of that 
sort south of the Potomac, much to his tasfc, yet uirtouched—I shall nottouchthem. 7 

H im parties which divided the country, at the romm«nce 
mem of die late war, were violent but then, there was vio Jencc on both sides, and violence in every Slate. Minorities and majorities were equally violent There was no more vio- lence against the war in New Kngland. than in other States; 
nor any more appearance of violence, except that, owing to a 
dense population, greater facility of assembling, and more 
ores'es, there imy have been more in quantity, soot,m nnd 
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jrinteti there, than in tomo other places, in the article «n so-' ■ 

nous, too. New England is somewhat more abundant than 
South Carolina; and for that reason the chance of finding here 
md there an exceptionable one, may be grcatei. 1 hope, too, 
here are more good ones. Opposition may have been more 
formidable in New England, as it embraced a larger portion of 
.he whole population; but it was no mme unrestrained in its 

lrinciplc, oi violent in manner The m.no/ities dealt quite as 

tarshlv with th#ir own ti'aic Hovernincuts, as the majorities 
lealt with the administration here There weie presses, on 

intli sides, popular meetings on both sides, aye, mid pulpits on 

joth sides also. The gentleman’s purveyors have only catered 
for hint among the productions of one side. I certainly, shall 
not supply the deficiency hy furnishing samples of the other. 
I leave tt> him, and to them the whole concetti. 

It is enough for me to say, that if, in any part of this, their 
grateful occupation, if, in all their researches, they find any 
tiling, in the history of Massachusetts, or New England, or in 
the proceedings of any legislative, or other public body, disloy- 
nl to the Union, speaking slightly of its value, proposing to 

break it tip, or recommending non-intercourse with neighbor* 
ing State?, on account of difference of political opinion, then, 
sir, 1 give them all up to the honorable gentleman's unrsstrain 
ltd rebuke; excepting however, that he will extend his buffet 
logs, in like manner, to all similar proceedings, wherever else 
found. 

The gentleman, sir, has spoken at large of former parlies, 
now no longer in being, hy their received appellations, and has 
undertaken to insituci us, not only in the knowledge of their 
principle., hot of their respective pedigrees also fie has as 

eroded to the origin, and run out their genealogies. With 
most exemplary modesty, he spsaks of the party to which he 

professes to have belonged himself, as the true Pure, the only 
honest, patriotic party, derived by regular descent, from father 
to 6on, from the time of the virtuous Unmans! Spreading be- 
fore us the family tree of political parties, he takes especial 
care to shew himself, snugly perched on a popular hough: He 
is wakeful to the expediency of adopting such rules of desceut, 
for political parties, as shall bring him in, in exclusion of others, 
as an hair to the inheritance of all public virtue, and all true 

political principle. His doxy is always orthodoxy. Hetero- 
doxy is confuted to his opponents lie spoke, sir, of the fede- 
ralists, and 1 thought I saw some eyes begin to open and stare 
a little, when lie ventured on that ground. I expected lie 
would draw his sketches rather lightly, when lie looked on the 
ciicle round him, and especially, if he should cast bis thoughts 
to the high places, out of the Senate. Nevertheless, he went 

j back to Home, ad arruura uric condita, and found the fathers 
; of the federalists, in the primeval aristocrats of that renowned 
! Empire! lie traced the llmv of federal blood down through 
j successive nge? and centuries, till he got it into the veins of the 
I American Tories, (of whom, by the way, there were twenty 
in the Carolina?, for one in Massachusetts.) From the Tories, 
he followed it to the federalists: and as the federal party was 

broken up, and there was no possibility of transmitting it fur- 
ther on this side the Atlantic, he seems to have discovered' 
that it has gone of, collaterally, thou It against all the canons 

of decent, into the Ultras of France, and finally became exttn 
guished, like exploded gas^mong tire adherents of Don Migu 
cl- This, sir, is an abstraff of the gentleman's history of ferte 
ra!tsm 1 nut not about to controvert it It is net, at present, 
worth the pains of refutation, because, sir, if at this day any 
one feels the sin of federalism lying heavily on Ins conscience,' 
he can easily obtain remission. He may even have an inlul- 
gCnee, if lie is desirous of repeating the same transgression It 
is an affair of no difficulty to get into this same right line of 

patriotic descent. A man, now a days, is at liberty to choose 
ilis political parentage. He may elect liis own father Feder- 
alists, or not, he may, if he choose, claim to belong to tire 
favored stock, and his claim will ho allowed lie may carry 
back h>s pretensions just as far as tiie honorable gentleman him- 
self, nay, lie may make himself out the honorable gentleman’s 
cousin, and prove, satisfactorily, that he is descended from the 
same political great grandfather. All this is allowable. We 
ail know a process, sir, by which the whole Essex Junto could, 
in ne hour, he all washed white from their ancient federalism, 
and come oat, every one of them, an original democrat, dyed 
in the wool! Some of them have actually undergone the oper- 
ation, and they say it is quite easy. The only inconvenience it 
occasions, as they tel] us, is a slight tendency of the blood to 
the face, a tail suffusion, which however is very transient, 
since nothing is said calculated to deepen the red on the cheek, 
but a prudent silence observed, in regard to all thu past. In 
need, sir, some smiles ol approbation navo neen bestowed. anu 

some ciuittbs of comfort have fallen, not a thousand miles from 
the door of the Hanford Convention itself. And if the author 
of the ordinance of 1737, possessed the other requisite qualifi 
rations, there is no knowing, notwithstanding his federalism, 
to what heights of favor ho might not yet attain. 

Mr. President, in carrying his warfare, such as it was, into 
New England, the honorable gentleman all along professes to 
he acting on the defensive, lie desires to consider me as hav- 
ing assailed .South Carolina, anti insists that he comes forth 
only as her champion, and in her .defence. Sir, I do nut ad- 
mit that 1 made any attack whatever on Soutli Carolina. No 
thing like it. The honorable member, in his first speech, ex 
piesscd opinions, in regard to revenue, and sume other topics, 
which l heard both with pain and with surprise.' I told the 
gentleman that 1 was aw are that such sentiments were enter- 
tained out of the government, but had not expected to find 
them advanced in it; tlr.it I knew there were persons in the 
South uhospea* of our Union with indifference, or doubt, ta- 
king pains to magnify its evils, and to say nothing of its Irene 
tits; that the honorable member himself, I was sure, could never 
he one of these; and l regretted the expression of such opinions 
as he had avowed, because 1 thought their obvious tendency 
was to encourage, feelings of disrespect to tho Union, and to 
weaken its connexion. This, Sir, is the sum and 6ub5iance of 
all I said on the subject. And this constitutes the attack, 
which call on the chivalry of the gentleman, in his opinion,’ to 
harry us with such a loray, among the party pamphlets and 
party proceedings of Massachusetts! If he means that 1 
spoke with dissatisfaction oi disrespect of the ebulitions of in- 
dividuals m South Carolina, it in true. But, if he means that 
f had assailed the character of the State, her honor or patriot 
ism, that 1 had reflected on her history or her conduct, he had 
not the slightest ground for a.ty such assumption. 1 did not 
even refer, 1 tliihk, in iny observations to any collection of in- 
dividuals. 1 said nothing of die recent conventions. I spoke 
in the most guarded and careful manner, and only expressed 
my regret for the publication of opinions which i presumed the 
honorable member disapproved as much as u»yself. in this, it 
seems, 1 was mistaken. 1 do not remember that the gentleman 
has disclaimed any sentiment, or any opinion, of a supposed 
ami Union tendency, which on all or any of the recent occa- 
sions has been expressed. The whole drift of his speech has 
been rather to prove, that, in divers tunes and mariners, tenti 
incuts equally liable to my objection have been promulged in 
New England. And one would suppose that his object, in this 
reference to Massachusetts, was to find a precedent to justify 
proceedings in the Spulb, were it not for the reproach and con- 
tumely with which he labors, all along, to load his precedents. 
By way of defending South Carolina from what he chooses to 
think an attack on her, he first quotes the example of Massa- 

j chusetts, und thcii denounces tlrat example, in good set terms. 
; This two fold purpose, not very consistent with itself, one would 

think, was exhibited more than once in die course of his speech 
He referred, for instance, to the Hartford Convention. Did he 
do this for authority, or for a topir. of reproach? Apparently! for both: for he told ns that he should find no fault with the 
mere fact of holding such a convention, and considering anti 
discussing such questions as he supposes were then and there 
discussed; but what rendered it obnoxious was the time it was 
holdcn, and the circumstance? of the country, then existing. We 
were in a war, he said, and tbo country needed all our aid; 
the hand of Government required to be strengthened, not weak- 
ened, and patriotism should have postponed such probeedin -* 
to another day. The thing it»clf, then, is a precedent; the 
time and manner of it, only, subject of ccusuro Now, sir 1 

| go much farther on this point, than the honorable member — 

! Supposing, as the gentleman seems to, that the Hartford ( on- 1 vention assembled for any such purpose as breaking up the 
j Union, because they thought unconstitulinnal laws had been 

passed, or to conceit on that subject, or to ca culate the value 
nj the Union; supposing this to lie their purpose, or any part of it, then I say the meeting itself was disloyal, and was oh 
noxious to censure, whether held in time of peace or time of' 
war, or under whatever circumstances. The material matter! 
** die object. Is dissolution the object? If it he, external I circumstances may make it a more or less aggravated cate, but cannot affect the principle. 1 do not hold, therefore, sir’! 

j that the Hartford Convention was pardonable, even to the ex’! 
j tent of the gentleman’s admission, iT its objects were really 1 
such as have been imputed to it Sir, there never was a time, j I under any degree of excitement, in which the Hartford Con. I 

; vention, or any other Convention, could maintain itself one- 
moment in New England, »f assembled for any such purpose 
?r ,h° fe1n!,eman ,ays *<"*!<> have licen an allowable purpose- ro hold conventions to decide questions of constitutional law.—to try the binding validity of statute?, by votes in a convention! Sir, the Hartford Convention, 1 presume, would! 
not desire that the honorable gentleman should be ihelr defend-! 
er or advocate, if he puts their case upon such untenable and! t extravagant grounds 

I MCI!, Sir, the gentleman lias no fault to find with these re- 
cently promulgated South Caiolina opinions. And, certainly, he need have none; for his own scniimcntf, as now advanced, and advanced on reflection, as far as 1 have been able to com- 
prebend them, go (lie full length of all these opinions. 1 pro- 
pose, sir, to say something on these, and to consider how fir 
tiiey are just and constitutional before doing that, however, let me observe, that the eulogiutn pronounced on the character 
of the Mate of South Carolina, by the honorable gentleman for her revolutionary nnd other merits, meets my hearty con- 
currence. 1 shall not acknowledge, that the honorable mem- 
ber goes before me in regard for whatever of distinguished tal- 
ent, or distinguished character, South Carolina has produced — 

I claim part of the honor. I partake in the pride of her great names. I claim them for countrymen, one and all The 
Laurens, the Itudedges, tbo Pinckneys, the Sumpters, the 
Marions—Americans, all—whose fame is no morn to lie hem- 
med in bv State lines, than their talents and patriosm were 
capable of being circumscribed within the same narrow limits, 
hi their day and generation, they served and honored the coun- 
try, and tiro whole country; and their renown is of the treas- 
ures of the whole country Him whose honored name the 
gentleman himself bear*— does lie suppose me less capable of 
gratitude for his patriotism, or sympathy for his sufferings, than if his eyes had first opened upon the light in Massachusetts, instead of South Carolina? Sir, does he suppose it in Ids pow’ er to exhibit a Carolina name »o bright, as to produce envy in 
my bosom? No, sir—increased gratification and delight, rather Sir, I thank (iH. that If ! am gtfled with of the rolrit 

winch is sum to be able 10 taifo moiiuis to the skies, I have yet 
none, as l trust, of that other spirit, which woule drug angels 
down. When I shall be found, sir, in myplaco here, in the 

Senate, or elsewhere, to sneer at public merit, becausc.il bap 
pencil to spring up beyond the little limits of my own State, or 

neighborhood; when 1 refuse, for any such cause, or for any 
cause, the homage due to American talent, to elevated patriot- 
ism, to sincere devotion to liberty and the country, or it 1 sec 

an uncommon endowment of heaven—if I see extraordinary 
capacity and viitue in any son of the South—uml if moved hy 
local prejudice, or gangrened hy State jealousy, I get up here to 
abate the tithe of u hair from his just character and just fame, 
may my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth! Sir, let me 

recur to pleasing recollections—let me indulge in refreshing re- 

membrance of tho past—let mo remind you that in early times 
no States cherished greater harmony, both of piocip’.' and of 
leelir.g, than Massachusetts autl South Carolina Would to 

God, that harmony might again return. Shoulder to shoulder 
they went through the Revolution—hand in hand they stood 
round tho Administration of Washington, and felt, his own 

great arm lean on them for support. Unkind feeling, il it exist, 
alienation and distrust, are tho growth, unnatural to such soil#, 
of false principles since sown. They are weed#, the seeds oi 
which that same great arm never scattered 

IVlr. President, l shall enter on no cncomiutn upon 
chusctts—slio needs none. Tliero site is—behold her, and 

judge for yourselves. There is her history—the world knows it 
by heart. Tha past, at least, is secure There is Boston and 
Concord, and l.exington, and Bunker Hill—and there they will 
remain forever. The bones of her sons, falling in the great 
struggle for independence, now lie mingled with tho soil of 
every State, from New EnglancLto Georgia, and there ihey will 
lie forever. And, sir, where American liberty raised its fust 
voice, and where its youth was nurtured and sustained, there 
it still lives, in the strength of its manhood auri full of its ori 
ginal spirit If discord and disunion shall wound it—if party 
strife and Mind ambition shall hawk at and tear it—if folly and 
madness—if imcarness under salutary and necessary restraint, 
shall succeed to separate it from that union, by which alone 
its existence is made sine, it will stand, hi die end, by the side 
of that cradle in which its infancy was rocked; it will stretch 
forth its arm with whatever of vigor i( may still retain over the 
friends who gather round it; audit will foil at last, if fall it 
must, amidst the proudest menumeuts of its own glory, and on 
the very spot of its origin. 

There yet remains to be performed, Mr. President, 
far tiic most grave and important duly, which I feel to 
be devolved on me by this occasion. It i3 to elate, 
und to defend, what I conceive to be the true princi- 
ples of the Constitution undor which we are here as 

'semblcd I might well have desired that so weighty a 
task should have fallen into other and abler hands. I 
could have wished that it should be executed by 
those, whose character and experience give weight 
and influence to their opinions, such os cannot possi- 
bly belong to mine. But sir, I have met the occa- 
sion, not sought it; and I shall proceed to state my 
own sentiments, without challenging for them any 
particular regard, with studied plainness, and as 

much precision as possible. 
I understand the honorable gentleman front South 

Carolina to maintain, that it is a right of the State 
Legislatures to interfere, whenever, in their judgment, 

I tins Government transcends its constitutional limits, 
I and to arrest the operation of its laws,, 
t I understand him to maintain this right, as a right 
existing under the Constitution, nut as a right to 
overthrow it, on the ground of extreme necessity, 
such as would justify violent revolution• 

I understand him to maintain an authority, on the 
part of the States, thus to interfere for tho purpose 
of correcting the exercise of power by the General 
Governmnnt, of checking it and of compelling t to 
conform to their opinion of the extent of its power. 

I understand him to maintain, that the ultimate 
power of judging of the con «itutional extent of its 
own authority, is not lodged exclusively in the Gen- 
eral Government, or any branch of it, but that on 
the contrary, the States may lawfully decide tor them- 
selves, and each State for itself, whether in a given 
case, the act of the General Government transcends 
its power. 

I understand him to insist, that it the exigency of 
the ease, in the opinion of any Stale Government, re- 

quire it, such Slate Government may, by its own 

sovereign authority, annul an act of the General 
Government, which it deems plainly and palpubly un- 
constitutional. 

This is the sum of what I understand from him to 
be thc-Soutli Carolina doctrine. I propose to con- 
sider it, a^d to compare it with the Constitution. 
Allow mo to sav, as a preliminary remark,that I call 
this the South Carolina doctrine, only because the 
gentleman himself has so denominated it. I do not 
feel at liberty to say that South Carolina, as a State, 
has ever advanced these sentiments. I hope she has 
not, and never may.—That a great majority of her 
people arc opposed to the tariff laws is doubtless true. 
That a majority, somewhat less than that just men- 

j tioned. conscientiously, believe these laws unconsti- 
tutional, may probably also be true. But, that any 
majority holds to the right of direct State iutcrfo 
roneo, at btatc discretion, the right of nullifyimr.jicts 
of Congress by acts of State legislation, isfaorc 
titan I know, and what I shall be slow to believe. 

That there are individuals, besides the honorable 
gentleman, who do maintain these opinions, is quite certain. I recollect the recent expression of a sen- 
timent, which circumstances attending its utterance 
and publication, justify us in supposing was not un- 
premeditated. “The sovereignty of the State; nevci 
“to be controlled, construed, or decided on, but bv 
“her own feelings of honorable justice.” • 

[Mr. Hayne hero rose, and said, that for the pur- 
pose of being clearly understood, be would state, 
that his proposition was in the words of the Virgin- 
ia resolution, as follows: 

I hat this assembly doth explicitly and perempto- rily declare, that it views the powers of the Federal 
Government, as resulting from the compact, to which 
the States are parties, as limited by the plain sense 
and intention of tho instrument constituting that 
compact, as no farther valid than they are authorized 
by the grants enumerated in that compact; and that, in ease ol a deliberate, palpable and dangerous ex- 
ercise of other powers, not granted by thesaid com- 
pact, the States who are parties the»eto have tho 

J right, and are in duty bound to interpose for arresting 
| tho progress of the evil, and for maimainino-, wtthin 
! their respective limits, the authorities, rights and 
liberties appertaining to them.”] 

i>Ir. VV EusTF.ru resini ed: 
I am quite uware_, Mr President, of the existence 

of the resolution winch the gentleman read, and has 
now repeated, and that he relies on it. as his author- 
ity. I know the sourse, too, from which it i3 under- 
s ood to have proceeded. [ need not say. that I have 
much respect for the constitutional opinions of Mr. Madison: they would weigh greatly with inc,*al 
ways. Hut, before thWauthoniy of his opinion bo 
vouched tor the gentleman's proposition, it will be 
proper to consider what is the fair interpretation of 
that resolution, ter which Mr Madison 13 understood 
to have given his sanction. As the gentleman con 
struos it, it is an authority for him Possiblv. lie 
may not have adopted the right construction. That resolution declares, that, in the case of the dangerous 
exernse of powers, not granted by the General Gov- 
crnmtnl. the Stales may interpose to arrest the. pro- 
zrsf \hc evil‘ JJut how interpose, ami what does this dcc.aration purport?. Docs it moan no more, than that there may be extreme cases, in which the* 
people, in any inode of arsembling, may resist usur- 
pation. and relievo themselves from a tyrannical oov- ernmenf? No one will deny this. Such resistance is not only acknowledged to be just in America, but 
in England also. Blackstone admits os much, in the t heory and practice too, of the English constitution 
>v e. sir, who oppose the Carolina doctrine, do not 
deny, tiiattho people may. if they Choose, throw off 
any government, when it becomes oppressive and in- 
tolerable, and erect a better in its stead. We all know, that civil institutions are established for the public benefit, and that when they cease to answer t he ends of their existence, they may be changed — 

Hut I do not understand the doctrine now con- tended for, to be that winch, for the sake of distinct- 
ness, we may call the right of revolution. I under- stand the gentleman to maintain, that without revo- lution, without civil commotion, without rebellion n 
remedy for supposed nbuse and transgression of the 
powers of the general government, lies in a direct 
appeal to the interference of the Smte Govern 
ments.—[Mr. Hatrk here rrre: lie did not contend, he said, for the mere right of revolution, but for ilic 
right of constitutional resistance. What he main- 
tained was. fhat in case of n plain. palpable violation 

of the constitution l>y tue General Government, a I 
State may interpose; and that this interposition is 
constitutional.] Mr. \V. resumed: So, sir.Iundcr- 
stood the gentleman, und am happy to find that 1 did 
not misunderstand him. What he contends for is, : 
that it is constitutional to interrupt tho adminis ! 
Iration of the constitution itself, in the hands of those i 
who are chosen and sworn to administer it, by the j 
ditect interference, in form «»f law, of tho States, in' 
virtue of their sovereign capacity. The inherent' 
right in the people to reform their government, I do 
not deny; and they have another right, and that is, 
to resist unconstitutional laws, without overturning 
the Government. It is no doctrine of mine, that un- 
constitutional law? bind the people. The great 
question is, whose prerogative is it to decide on the con 

j slitutionality, or vnamstilutionnliti/, of the laws? On 
| that, the main debate hinges. The proposition, that 
[ in case of a supposed violation of t he constitution by 
Congress,tho States have a constitutional right to in- 
terfere, and annul the law of Congress, is the prop- 
osition of the gentleman: I do not admit it If the 
gentleman had intended no more than to assert tho 
right of revolution, lor a justifiable cause, he would 
have said only what all agree to But I cannot coil 
ecivc that there can be a middle course between sub- 
mission to the laws, when regularly pronounced con- 
stitutional, on the one hand, and open resistance, 
which is revolution, or rebellion, on the other. I say 
the right of a State to annul a law of Congress, can 
not be maintained, but on the ground of the una- 
lienable right of man to resist oppression; that is to 

say, upon the ground of revolution. I admit, that 
there is an ultimate violent remedy, above tho con 

stitution, und in defiance of the constitution, which 
may be resorted to, when a revolution is to,be justi- 
fied. But I do not admit, that, under the constitu- 
tion and in conformity with it, there is any mode in 

1 which a Stare Government, as a member of the U- 
1 nion. can interfere and stop the progress of the Gen- 

oral Government, by force of her own laws, under 
any circumstances whatever. 

I his hiaus us to inquire into the origin of this ; 
Government, and the source of its power. Whose j 
agent is ii? Is it the creature of the State Len-isla- ! 
tures.or the creature of the People? If the Govern- ! 
mont of the United States be the agent of the State j 
Governments, then they may control it, provided tin y 

1 

can ngreo in the manner of control.ing it; if it is the ! 
agent of the People, then the People alone can con- ! 
trol it, restrain it. modify or reform it. It is observa- 
ble enough, that the doctrine for which the honorable 
gentleman contends, leads him to the necessity of 
maintaining, not only that this General Government; 
is the creature of the States, but that it is the crea-' 
turc ofeach of the States severally; so that each may j 
assert the power, for itself, of.determining whether 
it acts within the limits of its authority 

c 

It is the 
servant of <bur and twenty masters, of different wills 

: and different purposes; .apd yet bound to obey all. 
j This absurdity (for it seems no loss) arises from a 
; misconception as to the origin of this Government 
and its true character It is, sir, the people’s Con- 
Btitution, the people’s Government;'made for the peo- 
ple; made by the people; and answerable to the pco- 
pie. Tho people of the United States have declared 
that this Constitution shall be the Supreme Law. 
We must either admit the proposition or dispute their 
authority. The States are unquestionably sovereign, 
so far as their sovereign-y is not affected by tins 
supreme law. Tho State Legislatures, as political 
bodies, however sovereign, are yet not sovereign 
over the people. So ftr as the people have given 
power to the General Government, so far the grant 
is unquestionably good, and the Government holds of 
the people, and not of the S.ate Governments. We 

I are all agents of the same supreme power, the people. 
The General government and the Stai<- govt-rnments 
derive their authority from the same source Neither 
can, in relation to the other, be called primary; though 
one is definite and restricted, and ihe other general 
and residuary. The National government , oss.-sses 
those powers which it can be shown the people have 
conferred on it, and no mere. All the rest belongs to 
the State governments or to the people themselves. 
So far as the. people have restrained State sovereign- 
ty, by tho expression of their will,in the Constitution 
of the United Slates, so far, it must be admitted, 
State sovereignty is effectually controlled. I do not 
contend that it is, or ought to be, controlled further. 
The sentiment to which I have referred, propounds that Slate sovereignty is only to be controlled bv its 
own “feeling of justice;” that is to say. it is not tube 
controlled at ali: tor one who is to follow his own 

feelings is under no legal control. Now, however 
inen may thick ibis ought to be, the fact is, that the 
people of the Unit.-d States have chosen to impose 
control on State sovereignties The Constitution 
lias ordered the matter differently from what this 
opinion announces. To make war, for instance, is 
an exercise of sovereignty; but the Constitution de- 
clares that no State shall make war. To coin money is another exercise of sovereign power; but n>» State 
is at liberty to coin money. Again, the Constitution 
says, that no sovereign Stale shall be so sovereign as 
to make a treaty These prohibitions, it must be 
confessed, are a control, on the State soverignt}- of 
South Carolina, as well as of the other Slatesfwhich 
does not arise “irom her own feelings of honorable 
justice —Such an opinion, therefore, is in defiance 
of the plainest provisions of the Constitution. 

There are other proceedings of public bodies 
which have already been alluded to, and to which I 
refer again for the purpose of ascertaining more ful- 
ly, what is tho length and breadth ol that doctrine, denominated the Carolina doctrine, which the lion, 
member has now stood up on this floor to maintain. 
In one of them I find it resolved, that “the Tariff of 
“1828, and every other Taiiff designed to promote 
“one branch of industry, at the expense of others, is 
“contrary to the meaning and intention of the Fede- 
ral compact; and as such a dangerous, palp ible, and 
“deliberate usurpation of power, by a determined ma- 
jority, wielding the General Government beyond “t he limits of its delegated powers, „s calls upon the 
“States which compose the suffering minority in 
“their sovereign capacity, to exerciser the powers 
“which, as sovereigns, necessarily devolve upon “them, when their compact is violated.” 

Observe, sir, that this resolution holds the Tariff 
of 1828, and every other ta-iff, designed to promote 
one branch of industry at the expense of another, to 
be such a dangerous, palpable, and deliberate usur- 
pations of power, as calls upon the Suites, in their 
so\ereign capacity to iniorferc by tlieir own power, j This denunciation, Mr President, you will please to' 
observe, includes our old Tariff’of I8IG. as well as 
all others; because that w.js established to promote! the interest of ihe manufacturers of cotton, to the 
manifest and admitted i jury of the Calcutta cotton 
trade Observe, again, that all the qualifications ore 
here rehearsed anrf charged upon 'he tariff which 
arc tic erst arv to bring tho case within the gentle- 
mans disposition The tariff is a usurpation; it is a 
palpable usurpation: it is n dcliherat usurpation. It is such a usurpation ns calls upon the Slates io ex- 
crciscmcir right ot interference—Here is a case,; then, within tfie gentleman’s principles, and all his : 

qualifications of his principles. It is a case for. uc- 
tion. J he Constitution is plionly. dangerously, pal- : 

pnbly, and deliberately violated: and the States must 
interpose their owr. authority to arrest the low. Let 
us suppose the Stnfe of South Carolina to express this same opinion, by the voice of her Legislature. 1 hat would be very imposing, but what then? Is. 
the voice of one State coiiclu-ive? It so happens that 
ot the very tnomi nt when South Carolina resolves 
that the J arifFlaus arc unconstitutional, Pennsylva-! run and Kentucky, resolve exactly the reverse_ 

er>/ hold those laws to bn bulb highly proper, and 
strict,y constitutional. And now, sir, fu.w does the 
honorable member propose to deal with this case? 
How docs he get out of this difficulty, upon any principle of his? His construction gets us into ii; how does be propose to get us out? fn ( arolinia, the tariff is a palpable, deliberate usurpation; Carolinta, therefore, may nullify it, and refuse to pay the do 
irs. In I ennsylvana. it is both clearly constitutional, and 
liglily expedient; and there, the duties are to be paid.— And 

yet, kb live tinder a government of uniform laws, nnd under a 
is utron, too. which contains an express provision, as it l 

V 

happens, that ail dunes shall l>e equal in all the autos! Does, 
not this approach absurdity. ■ 

I f there be no power to settle such questions, independent of fl 
either ol tho Slates, is not the whole Union a rope of sand* ■ Are we not thrown hack again, precisely, upon the old confcd- 1 
craiionr ■ 

It is too plain to be argued. Four and twenty interpreters of 1 constitutional law, each with a power to decide lor itself ami 1 
none with authoiity to bind any body else, and this constitu- 1 tiomil law she only bond of their Union? What is such a ! 
slute of tilings, hut a mere connexion during pleasure, or to use 1 the phrassology of the times, during feeling? And that feel- 
ing, too, not tho feeling of the people, who established the con- 
stitution, but the feeling of the State Governments 

In another of the South Carolina Addresses, having premised that tho crisis requires “all the concentrated energy of pas- 
sion,” an attitude of open resistance to the laws of the Union 
is advised Open rcsistence to the laws, then, is the constitu- 
lional remedy, the conservative power of the State, which the 
South Carolina doctrines teach for the redress of political evil?, real or imaginary. And its authors further say, that, appealing with confidence to the constitution itself to justify their opim ion. they cannot consent to try their accuracy by the courts of 
justice —In one sense, indeed, sir, this is assuming an attitude 
ol open resistance in favor of liberty—But what sort of liber- 
ty? The liberty of establishing their own Opinions, in defiance 
of the opinion* of all others; the liberty of judging and of de- 
ciding exclusively themselves, in a matter in which others liavo 
as much right to judge and decide as they; the liberty of pla- cing their own opinions above the judgment of all others, above 
the laws, anti anovo the constitution- This is their liberty,' and this is the fair result ol the proposition contended for by the honorable.gentleman. Or it may be more pioperly said, ir 
is identical with it. rather than a result from it.—In' the saum 
publication we find the following: “Previously to our Revolu- 
tion. when the arm of oppression was stretched over New Eii"- 
lantl where did our northern brethren meet with a braver syv 
paihy than that which sprung from the bosom of Carolinian:? 
I Tchad no extortion, uo collision with the King's ministers, 
no navigation interests .springing vp, in envious rivalry of 
England ♦ w 

This seems extraordinary language South Carolina np col- 
lision with the King’s ministers, in 1775! no extortion! no op- pression! But, sir, it is also most significant language. Docs 
any man doubt the purpose for which it was penned? Can any 
one fail to see that it was designed to raise in the reader’s mind 
the question, whether, at (his time— that is to say in 1823_ 
South Carolina has any collision with the King’s ministers, anv 
oppression, or extortion, to fear from England? Whether, lit 
short, England is not ns naturally the friend of South Carolina 

; as New England with her navigation interests springing up in 
envious rivalry of England? 

Is it not strange, sir, that an intelligent man in South Caroli- 
; na- m 1823 should thus labor to prove, that, in 1775, thcro 

was no hostility, no cause of war, between South Carolina and 
j England? That she had no occasion, in reference to her own 
; interest, or from a regard to her own welfare, to take up arms in the revolutionary contest? Can any one account for tho 
\ expression of sttch strange sentiments, and their circulation 
j through the State, otherwise than by supposing the object to » 

j he, what 1 have already intimated, to raise tho question, if 
they had no “collision” (mark the expression) with the minis- 
ters of King George the Third, in 1775, what collision have 
they, in 1323, with the ministers of King George the Fourth?— 

j What is there now, in the existing stato of things, to separatu 
j Carolina from Old. more, or rather, than from New England? 
j Resolutions, sir, have been recently passed by the Legisla- ture of South Carolina I need not refer to them: they go no 
farther Ilian the honorable gentleman himself lias gone—and £ 
hope not so far I content myself, therefore, with debating tho 
matter with him 

And now, sir, what I have first to say, on this subject is, 
that, at no time, and under no circumstances, has New Eng- land, or any respectable body of persons in New England, or 
any public man of standing in New England, put forth such a 

j doctrine as this Carolina doctrine. 
(to de continued.) 

Extract of a letter, dated 
Washington, Fob. 20th, 1330. 

j The Senate, rc considered the vote rejecting the 
nomination of Mr Williams, on the 13th, and°it is 

| not understood that any further proceedings havo 
since been had on it. Mr. Holmes concluded a ve- 
ry able speech on Mr Foot’s resolution yesterday. He repelled the attacks of Mr. Benton and Mr. 
Hayne, and carried the war into the country of tho 
assailants. He had collected complete evidence from 
the documents, to prove that Gen. Washington’s 
PjJic.v during lie whole of his administration, was 

; to restrici the settlements to small districts of tcr- 
; ritory lie recommended this policy to Congress, 
! from motives of humanity to the settlers themselves, 
j and ho enforced it by the declaration, that it was 

j not m the power of the Executive to protect the 
frontiers, if too widely extended. No one could 
have anticipated at that day, that thp journals would 

: have been ransacked, for the purpose of proving that those who concurred in tho views of Gtfi. 
Washington, were inimical to the west. Mr Holmes 

; proved, from the most unquestionable -evidence, 
that in all the western wars, New England furnish- 

1 ed more than her quota of the troops, and in many 
j of them, that nearly the whole military force was 
I from that section of the country. Mr. Van Baren, 
having in his message to the New York Legislature,' announced himself us the champion of the Republi- 
can party, and Mr. Benton being unwilling that Mr. 
C.ilhoun’s friends should be behind their opponent in a popularity-hunting project, made a most furi- 
ous attack on the federalists of New England_- Whatever was wrong in legislation, was traced to 
them He hud several tests to determine who were 
federalists. Whoever voted against any qestion from 
the New England Slates, interesting to tho west, 
was a federalist; so were those who were not ad- 
vocates for the late war, and so were those who 
would not denounce Gen. Hull as a traitor, or who 
supported Mr. Adams for the Presidency. Some of 

| tllG hireling primers from the eastern States, inform- 
I ed Mr. Benton that the federalists in Massachusetts 
gave a dinner to Gen. Hull, after the capitulation of 
Detroit, and he lugged this into his speech, for tho 
purpose of shewing that the federalists were rejoicing 
at the defeat of our own troops:—and for the purpose of maintaining his position, that there was a hostile 
feeling towards the west. 

-«Ir. Holmes, in reply, said he knew something about I bat dinner, and that it was got up and atten- 
ded by those whom the Senator from Missouri claim- 
ed to be members of the great republican party, and 
the most distinguished Jacksonites in Massachusetts. 

sa'd that .Mr Green, (not Utijff.) former editor of Ike Boston Statesman, and lately transferred to the 
post office in Boston, yielding a snug laing of three 

i or four thousand dollars a year, was a very active 
I partisan in the nffnir, it not one of the committee of 
arrangements; lhat Mr Simpson, now minister plen- ipotentiary t rom llic Boston Jacksonites near the 

| court here, was one of the Vice Presidents; and that, 
i Bench(tw. lately promoted to the custom house in 

Boston, wot l/i si.c thousand dollars a year, was anoth- 
er f ice / resident. He said lie thought it unkind in 

^>cna^or !'om Missouri, to bring forward the jicts of Ins own political tricnd3 as charges nrrainsf tlm 
former federal party, or against the friends of the laTfc 
administration. 

I lie Jacksonites lament that Mr. Benton provoked 
: the present discussion; and lie has led them into bo 
much difficulty, lhat they would try him under “the 
second section,” if they had any force to spare. Duff Green i? somewhat embarrassed that Mr. Bur- 
ton lias unmi'sked him —V Y Adr. 

A UC person* having claims against the estate of 
Richard I Green, deceased, arc requested to • 

oiing them forward, well authenticated., for payment; nnd those indebted to make immediate payment Ur 
tr.!’ subscriber, living at Mrs. Ann Hendrick’s, in the 
county of Hanover, near the Farmer’s Inn. 

BARBARA \V GREEN, 
Administratrix, with the will annexed, of 

Richard P. .Green, deceased 
March 2, IS30. * eo3t* 

MONSIEUR TON SON 
WILL stand the ensuing season at Tree Hill, near Rich- 

mond, Va. His season to commence 1st February and terminate 1st July next. He will he let to mares at 50 •lollars the season, winch may be discharged hy the payment of 40 dollars within the season Mares can he insured at 75 
dollars One dollar to the groom in every case. 

Fvery desirable arrangement has been made for the accom- 
modation of mare* sent to this horse They will he pastured gratis, well fed with grain if required, at 25 cents per day, ami 
stalled in all had weather 

One of the subscribers will give his constant personal atten- 
tion to marcs, in order that they may be returned to their own- 
ers in goer! condition We cannot he responsible for accidents 
°^ csc3pe?, but will use every exertion to prevent both. 
Monsieur Tonson is a beautiful hay, fifteen hands three inches 
ugh, with black leg*, main and tail He is finely proportion- ed, exhibiting beauty and power throughout his form His 

blood, appearance and performance is equal, if not superior, to any horse on the continent. His colts arc likely, ami in 
high estimation. THOMAS WATSON. 

ABNER ROBINSON. 
Tree Hitt, Jart. tj. i;i— 

« 


