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. iwlclde, and 1H It go hi tuai.

Wl arrest Mlfs Austin if you nay

t'ftf... --,,,.! Jib crazy. Mr. TrasV."

.i Stene, coldly. "I don't con- -

busAnns en any mch principles
.Trtsw. I can't perjure myself, te save
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"tej hivtn'l seen her yet." Trask
vlM W Mgacieua head. "Wait till

'"'eire me all the points against her,"
lie detective suggested.

I'll color ihcm(ten me. Net that
hu're facts thnt peak for themselves,
..'..1,.. r.nnla mtffht esnsaeratc them.
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make their death teem murder, though
often murderer tries te simulate
kulelde."

"Yet that wasn't den this caia.
the murderer would hate left ths

weapon."
Tnat. mar he i.h Terr nelnr. lie

neglerted. ew, hew the murderer
get out? (let busy, Fibs."

Fer nearly half an hour, the three
men searched the room. Had there
been any eecret exit, or any concealed
passage, It must have been found.
Fleming Stene's of archi-
tecture would net 1st him overlook any
thine of the sort, and Flbuv'a alert er-e-

and quick wits would bare found any
thing or ordinary.

"Ne war out." Btene concluded.
finally; "and no way of locking door

window after departure from the
room. Loeks as if the murder theory
was aa untenable as the ether. Ne
chance of natural death?"

"With round hole in his imtiler
rein? Ne, sir. Tha doctor here won't
stand for that. Try again."

"I shall. don't knew when I've
had such baffling, intriguing case

this aetMara te be al. first slant. It
may resolve itself into simple prob-
lem, but can't think new. Even

were the work of your Mias Aus-
tin hew did she get lu and out?"

"Ob, (he'get. in, all right. Waring
her in, at the French window.

Probably that's when he locked his
doer. But ear she killed hew
did lie gt out and lock the room
hind her?"

"She couldn't. The window locks are
belts, nnd could be shot from out-
ride. Fer the moment see no

It 1b blank, utter mystery.
When can srt Miss Austin?"

"Toe lata tonight, tomorrow morning
will hats te de. But she won't run
away. Tha petfea won't let her."

"Yet. tiny ean't held her."
"Tfcty ars doing se. They claim

she was the last one te see ths victim
alive- -"

"Dees aha admit
"Net abet Phe admits nothing.

You'll act nothing ent or that little
Sphinx?'

"Allriht, then, Mr. Trask. you've
finished tale, suppose you leave
me here te ruminate ever this thin?,
nnd I'll go up te my room when
wish."

Trask went off te bed. and Stene
tnd his young assletsnt nml looked
at eteh otter.

acalnst li, V. Stene?"
"I cariaTlly am, Fibs. And yd, the

thing is te impossible that
there nrqst be solution within easy
reach. It can't suicide, with Ihe
weapon gene, ran't be murder
with the rvera locked New, as
must be either suicide murder, then

fellows that cither the weapon isn't
fene or tha room isn't locked up."

"Wasn't, you mean."
"les, wasn't. But don't yet think

that any one disturbed the conditions
purposely. Fer why would the secre-
tary take away the weapon te make
seem suicide

"He would If he did it."
That Man Sharp One

"He didn't de It. Trask bees
The man Trask sharp enf. He seea
all there ce. aud since there's
practically nothing see that selvei
the mysterr, he sent for me. It would
he geed one en me, Terence, have

Klve thing up as unsolvable."
"That won't happen, F. Htone. but

I'm free tn confess that can't see any
way leek."
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Stene noticed that, the girl showed
honor distaste of the scene, and even
sat in ihe chair he placed her. which
was the same plush-revere- d one that
had received the tell-tal- e imprinli.

Fleming Htone regarded SIIsu Austin
curiously. Net only v.as her beauty all
that Trask had described it. but there

an added quality of fineness,
race of high mentality, that naturally

enough Maurice Trask quite overlooked.
At first glance, Stene's thought
"That child commit murder? Never!"

But few moments later he was not
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e," said MihR Austin and ihen.
suddenly awakening te what she had
done she i vied Impel ueusl.s . "I menu,
1 don't knew. I wasn't beie."

Stene Binile.l gmel. "Imi wera
ucic," he said. "New let tin tail, about
wliiii happened diirlug your vihII."

An Interruption va inuseil hj tap
at ilia closed doer.

Impatiently, Trask iefe and went te
the doer. It wan lm. brlnsting n tele-;.isi-

for Mlts Austin, it had arrived
mi i he Adams heii(.e. nnd hsd been inenl

ut er
Mia Alysierj icml ll. great dif-f- i
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gil ii copy," efllil Slone iiiiei. mi.
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ires. Htone read Ihe messje aloud
It was from Ssn Kram-isce- . nnd It said

'Tletter own up aud tell the whole
trull). 1 have annexed Carl." ll wa

signed merely "A" and iippareiiily H

was of dire Impeit te it" rflilenl. Ml

Mysteiv tat ailent and wide-eye- d

desperation as 'be looked hepeleniy
from one te another,

"Don't you think." said Mui". inu

unkindly, "that you'd better fellow- - An
advice and make a clean biea'l or ihe
whole mailer?"

Mla Myslery'i. Testliueii.
Utiimi' looked iron) Siene

impassive fnie te Flhsy's fnh$''
countenance. Then rhe looked at

rice Trask.
The latter showed deepen sTnipainy

ami Inleresl. but Trak nlfe a wary

iilr. ns if teady In iuleiniil nnv
thai inlghl duiiuglng i' lll

iel
"I'l.-s- l all." Siene said.
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