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A Matter of Opinion
Apparently the Schley court of inquiry

can at the most, do little more than con-
vice Admiral Schley of an error of judg-

ment. Up to date it has had nothing but the
most conflicting testimony, largely based
on judgments which may themselves be in
error. Unless later testimony shall de-
velop something more positive a conclu-
sion adverse to Admiral Schley will be
absurd.

It was shown by Lieutenant Commander
H. C. Hellnef, who is evidently prejudiced
against Schley, that the official chart of
the battle of Santiago is in error on at
least two points—in his judgment. He
said the Brooklyn did not go 2.000 yards
out to sea after making the famous loop
and that the Brooklyn crossed ahead of
the Texas much nearer the latter than
the chart indicates.

Inasmuch as the chart appears to have
been signed by officers who knew It was
n6c correct we have here a very notable
instance in support of Napoleon's famous
dictum that history is a lie agreed upon.

Another notable point in Heilner's testi-
mony is his admission that he looked to
the Brooklyn for signals when the Span-
ish ships came out of the harbor, thus
clearly Indicating that he supposed the
direction of the squadron lay with Com-
modore Schley. Furthermore he stated
that the New York made no signals until
after noon.

With officers failing to agree within sev-
eral miles as to the distance the block-
ading fleet maintained from shore, with
the official chart of the battle admittedly
incorrect, with conflicting judgments as to
what actually happened during the battle,
the court will be bold, indeed, if it should
undertake to split hairs and affirm that
Admiral Schley should have done some-
thing that he did not or that he did some-
thing ha ought not to have done.

That a little patch of irrigated land in
tha west can have any effect on weather
conditions seems absurd, but that is the
claim made by E. B. Dunn, whose article
in the Washington Star has been widely
copied and commented upon. Attention is
called to a statement in another column
by the local weather observer who rea-
sonably contends that the insignificant
work of man in this respect can have no
influence whatever upon general weather
conditions.

The Czolgosz Trial
Of course there can be but one ter-

mination to the trial of the assassin of
President McKlnley. The opening day of
the trial, yesterday, showed that there Is
no chance for a plea of insanity to
operate. The experts find no evidence of
mental aberration. That plea was
entered by the attorney for Guiteau, the
assassin of Garfleld, twenty years ago,
and, during the trial, every effort was
made to convince the jury that he was
Insane, the result being some very extraor-
dinary scenes In court, which failed to
convince the Jury, however, that the
prisoner deserved consideration as a luna-
tic. The law took its course.

The proceedings at 'Buffalo, yesterday,
\u25a0were interesting, as, In addition to the
presentation of the evidence for the
prosecution, the eurgical testimony touch-
ing the nature of the wounds sustained
by the president contained points of inter-
est. As in the Garfield case, there is con-
siderable difference of opinion among the
surgeons as to whether the gunshot
wounds of the president were necessarily
fatal and there has been some severe
criticisms in medical journals and by in-
dividual surgeons upon the work of- the
surgeons in attendance. The testimony
of Dr. Mann, who is recognized as an ex-
pert in surgery, so far as heard yesterday,
\u25a0was very direct and conclusive of the
fatal character of the wound. The fact
that the surgeons did not use the x-ray
instrument, although they had one at
their service, and that they did not find
the bullet at the autopsy has been urged
against them, but Mr. Mann gave some
very good reasons why the bowels were
not removed from the abdominal cavity,
which would have been necessary to find
the bullet. The operation would have
been immediately fatal. Besides, the
president's family limited the autopsy, as
they did not wish the body to be further
mutilated by the knife.

It is a matter ofcongratulation that tine

execution of Czolgosz will take place in
the retlracy of the electrical chair. He
will have no chance to pose as a martyr

to the cause of human freedom and inspire

his fellow anarchists -with zeal for fresh
assassinations. Publicity and scenic ef-

fects are greatly loved by anarchists. An

old-fashioned execution In an open field,

with a big crowd around the scaffold,

would just suit Czolgosz. But he won't
get it. He will disappear suddenly and as

effectively as a victim of the old inquisi-

tion disappeared in the hideous darkness
of the awful oubliette. No triumphant

anarchist funeral should be permitted this
man. As a matter of public order, the
body should not be given up to his col-
leagues in crime.

The state dairy and food department is

after the milkmen and creameries that
use dirty cans, dirty pipes and dirty uten-
sils in handling milk. There is room for

much' improvement in this respect and it
is to bo hoped that some of the dirty
dairymen will take warning from the fine

that was imposed in Le Sueur county the
other day.

Houghton Is Right
Building Inspector Houghton is pursu-

ing the right policy in refusing to grant

permits for the repairs of ruinous old
buildings, which ought to have been torn
down years ago. In some parts of Min-
neapolis, lower Washington avenue, and
the region of First and Second streets and

avenues south, for example, there are nu-
merous old shells which are a positive
detriment to the city. To grant permits for
the repairing of such buildings is apt to
mean that they will be left standing for

ten or twenty years longer.

In overriding the building inspector and j
granting special permits which it really

has no authority to do without first re-*
pealing and revising the building inspec-

tion rules of its own making, the council
is not acting wisely. Some of these ob-
jectionable buildings are so located with
respect to railroad depots and the inter-
urban street cars that a visitor's first im-
pressions of Minneapolis are apt to be
gained from shacks that would disgrace a
dead saw mill tdwn.

In one respect, at least, the Czolgosz
trial should serve as a model for judges

and lawyers all over the country. The
Jury was chosen expeditiously and without
the use of those foolish inquiries as to

whether the venireman has read the pa-
pers, ever heard of the prisoner or his
crime, etc., which make so many trials
ridiculous and end by giving a jury which

hasn't intelligence enough to decide any-

thing satisfactorily. The judges who will
take their cue from the trial of President
McKinley's assassin and see to it that
hereafter in their courts intelligence will
not be a bar to service on criminal trial
juries will win public approval.

Freedom of Speech
While it does honor to the patriotism of

Virginia that in the moment of anger

following the assassination of President
McKinley, the state constitutional con-
vention voted to omit "freedom of
speech" from the bill of rights, it is to be
hoped that on second thought it will be
restored. Considered in another light,

this willingness of the constitution mak-
ers to omit the time-honored provision
of bills of rights may be regarded as the
natural sequence of the first steps taken
toward oligarchy in the sufferage amend-
ments adopted or about to be adopted in
various southern states.

Freedom of speech must not be withheld
in a republic. It is license in this re-
spect, as in respect to any other liberty,

that must be guarded against. It is dim-
cult and dangerous to attempt to define

by law, very closely, just what is desirable
freedom and what is license. Something

must be left to the individual judgment,

but speech which incites to crimes against
persons or government, should be severely

punished. But to bring this about it is

not necessary to strike out the guarantee

of freedom of speech from the constitu-
tions.

The Milwaukee's Concession
The Journal has not hesitated to

condemn railroad managements which arc
hostile to Minneapolis. It desires to be
equally emphatic in recognizing any rail-
road action that is favorable to the city.

It is, therefore, glad to call attention to

the letter of General Superintendent Wil-

liams to the chairman of the railway, mail
and telegraph committee of the Commer-

cial Club, Mr. Ernest F. Smith, in which
Mr. Williams states that orders have al-
ready been issued under which trains 21

and 22, on the I. & M. division of the Mil-

waukee road will be run on faster sched-
ule, and will, also, be divided at Mendota
so that one portion will proceed from the
south directly to Minneapolis and the
other to St. \u25a0 Paul. We are advised from

the train dispatcher's office to-day that
this means a complete train to Minneapo-

lis, the same as from St. Paul; that Is to
say, baggage cars and express cars will
run in and out of this city just as they

have heretofore run in and out of St.
Paul. The junction of outgoing trains is
Mendota, and 'the separation of incpming

trains occurs at the same place. This
means the saving of half an hour for pas-
sengers bound from points on that line to
Minneapolis over the old arrangement

which carried them through to St. Paul,

and makes this city as accessible from
points on that line as St. Paul has been

heretofore. This, of course, is no more

than Minneapolis is entitled to, and it is
gratifying to recognize this ..disposition on
the part of the Milwaukee to do the fair

thing.

It would be equally pleasant to be able
to record a fair and reasonable action on
the part of the Omaha toward this city

with respect to its southwestern trains.

Deceptive Temperature Averages
A Canadian official who wrote to the

London Times. complaining of the fact
that Canada gets so small a part of the
emigration from the British Islands was
substantially told by the Times that in-

asmuch as it could not change latitude
and climate, not much could be done to
divert emigration to Canada. The Times
remarked that the mean isothermal line
of 32 passes only a. little to the north of
Winnipeg, and implied that such a cold
country could expect little in the way of|
immigration coming from a country of the
mild climate of the British islands.

The Times was not, however, altogether
fair to Canada in this respect. It is of
more importance to consider summer tem-
peratures than mean annual tempera-
tures in passdnj: upon the availability of
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a new country for settlement, for the soil
is tilled and crops are raised not In
winter, but in summer. A country with
winters severe enough to give it a very

cold mean annual temperature may have
[ an abundance of warmth during the-crop
period. Though the isothermal line of 40
lies south of the greater part of Canada
and yet swings up across the Atlantic to

the northern part of Norway, which is

much farther north than the inhabited
part of Canada, the July isotherm tells
another etory. In that month the tem-

perature of Manitoba and the Canadian
plains is equal to that of northern Spain

and southern France, being about ten de"-
grees warmer than the British islands

and Norway.

We must conclude, then, that while the
severity of the . Canadian winters may

keep some immigrants away, just as for

the same cause Minnesota and the Da-
kotas lose some immigrants, the warmth
of the summers —as we well know from

experience—is sufficient to insure the suc-
cess of agriculture and cattle raising over
immense tracts in Canada. Now that the

more desirable regions to the south haVe

in large measure been occupied, it may be
expected that in the future Canada will
get a larger share of European immigra-

tion than hitherto and she may draw a con-

siderable number of people from the

states.

The Anaconda Standard has suffered a
great misfortune in the sudden destruction
by fire of its $150,000 plant, but the Stand-
ard is sure to issue from its loss as bright

and able and strong as ever.

a .. E. W. Seitz of Washing-
st J\ew tOU( aQ inventori nas issued
System of a modest little pamphlet in

Governments whicn he outlines a Planuouernmenxs tor & un iver sal trust iv
governments. It is called the Seitz system
of governments, and the inventor has it
copyrighted. Nobody can now seize the idea
and bring about perfect government and
universal peace without violating Mr. Seitz's
copyright. But, to give us a chance at a
good thing, the inventor proposes to sell
the idea to the United States for a mere
trifle, say $500,000,000. The Seitz system has
many of the elements of the favorite Dela-
ware fruit, the peach. Its author is going
to establish universal peace and an eternal
tribunal at The Hague. A sweeping elimi-
nation of all penitentiaries, churches and
other imperfect institutions is going to fol-
low. If congress should be slow to act, and
if Nicholas, Edward, William and other in-
fluential gentlemen refuse to take hold of
the idea, a "Society of the Sacred Oath" is
to be started. This society will finally
smash the present arrangements and install
Mr. Seitz's universal system. In conclusion,
the inventor modestly affirms:

Should 1 it come to pass that people livmg
to-day come back to earth five or twenty
thousand years from now, they will find that

,no improvements have been made in the
| "Seitz System of Governments." The gov-
jernment should commend itself to all workers
in the Christian field, for it is perfect enough
in every particular to govern heaven, aiMl
no better government will be needed in heav-
en than the "Seitz System of Governments."

Incidentally Mr. Seitz "struck" Mr. Car-
negie for $200,000,000 to carry out the idea;
but an unsympathetic underling called a sec-
retary, replied unfeelingly to the appeal.

As Mr. Seitz offers and expects to be at the*
head of the "system of governments," and
to give his personal direction to running the
affairs of the world, it is almost inconceiv-
able that congress should ignore his offer,
coming at a time when government is giving
us so much trouble.

Amelie Rives' husband, who proved his
sanity after escaping from the asylum at
Bloomingdale, seems to have been something
of a joker. It is known that Mr. Chanler
was charged with believing that he was the
reincarnation of Napoleon Bonaparte, and
that this supposed belief was one of the rea-
sons for his original commitment. When he
escaped, he left the following letter for his
physician:

My Dear Doctor: You have always said
that lam insane. You have always said that
I believe I am the reincarnation of Napoleon
Bonaparte. As a learned and sincere man,
you, therefore, will not be surprised that I j
take French leave. Yours, with regret that |
we must part, —J. A. Chanler.

Then the doctor was a little mad himself.

After the -Guasimas fight, one of Colonel
Roosevelt's cowboys said:

"You'd think his hide was double-chilled
steel three inchese thick and he knowed it, to
see him in a fight. When I first seen him
at San Antonio an' heard him talk in that
smooth way, I flggered he's been raised a
pet and wouldn't kick If you tickled his
heels with a toothpick, but I don't reckon
I'd undertake ngw to harness him with a
pitchfork."

Politicians are likely to read this with
some apprehension.

The White House is said to be pretty well
crowded by a family of eight and the neces-
sary servants. Miss Alice Roosevelt is 18
years old, however, and a White House wed-
ding would fill the social editresses with a
species of ecstatic joy.

The Topeka, Kan., Herald says that a book
should not be left out over night in the rain.
Neither should it be run through the pulp
mill nor used as a chopping block. Books
will not stand such usage.

A large number of people are anxious to
see Miss Goldman deported. This country
ha 3deported a good many Chinese and pau-
pers, and might worry along very comfort-
ably without Emma.

James J. Corbett, one of the pugilistic ex-
rays, says he wears no diamonds because
they are vulgar. Most people do not object
to a few vulgarities locked up in the safe.

A German scientist now claims that mon-
keys are descended from man. There is some
evidence for this belief on Hallcwe'en night.

The airship seems to be a pood deal like the
learner's bicycle. If It sees a steeple or a
tree, it makes right f»r It.

A gentleman who expectorated in Boston's
new elevated road paid the court $20 for
the privilege.

In Hawaii four crops of potatoes are pro-
duced in a year. Here's richness for you.

LJeutenant Peary has gone into winter
quarters. Incidentally, so has the pole.

Why not quit abusing the government?
You don't do It when you are in Europe?

They say it will take two days to sen-
tence the assassin. Too long!

Dunn's Heat Theory.

To the Editor of The Journal.
One of the latest theories regarding the |

cause of prolonged periods of great heat is
from the pen of E. B. Dunn In the Wash-
ington Evening Star, and it is one of the most
ridiculous. j

Mr. Dunn's article is to the effect that the ;
comparatively small amount of moisture given
off from irrigated surfaces tends to the forma-
tion of new low pressure areas, or to the re-
tarding of the eastward movement of ones
already formed, so that, in accordance with
the law of the circulation of winds about a
low pressure area, the central and eastern
parts of the continent are subjected to hot
southerly winds for many days at a time.
Mr. Dunn must certainly be aware of the
fact that in formulating this theory he has
greatly overestimated the little efforts of
puny man. Notwithstanding the many very

\u25a0 wonderful things that man has done on the
earth's surface, he Is still as much unable to
govern the direction of the wind or the in-
tensity of heat or cold as he Is to control
the force of gravity. The amount of land that
can be irrigated under the most favorable
conditions is infinitesimal in comparison with
the enormous size of our western country,
and unless vast areas are changed materially
in their condition, a change that can be
brought about only by some mighty force of
nature, there need be no fear of alterations
in climate.

Those who are working for the improve-
ment of the semi-arid regions of our west-
ern states by irrigation need not be disturbed
in the least by such abominally absurd
theories. —T. 8. Outram,

Local Weather Observe*

MINNESOTA POLITICS
The Preston Times remarks:
Once in a while the cities will take the

balance of the state into their confidence,
and then we learn something. The Minneap-
olis Journal, for instance, told us recently
that the federal patronage of the state is di-
divided as follows: St. Paul, 42 offlce-hold-

. ers, salaries, $78,473; Minneapolis, 17, sala-
ries, $29,473; balance of the state, 71, salaries,

$103,570. In other words, democratic St. Paul
has more than one-half the federal appoint-
ments of the entire state, exclusive of Minne-
apolis, drawing about three-fourths of the
salaries, and yet the greedy saint is holler-
ing for more, and what is worse—he will
probably get it.

Xot so. St. Paul will not get the district
attorneyship. The "greedy saint" is doomed
to disappointment, and knows it. But how
about republican Minneapolis? After the
above showing, the country press will for
a while stop talking about "greedy Minne-
apolis." They must admit that the senators
have decided justly if, as reported, they are
going to give the district attorneyship to a
Minneapolis man.

Minneapolis, with one-seventh of the voters,
paying one-fifth of the taxes and turning up
regularly with a repulbican majority, has not

a single elective state officer, and probably
\u25a0will not have any next year. Good politics
demands that Hennepin get at least a fair
quota of federal appointments.

The republican press bureau appears to
have made another serious break. In dls-
cusing the assassination of President McKin-
ley, the bureau's editorial writer transgressed
the bounds of intemperate partizanship, and
called down on himself a severe rebuke from
several republican papers. The article in
question goes farther than the most rabid
organ has cared to go. It actually charges
democratic speeches and editorials with part
of the responsibility for the tragedy, as the
following extract shows:

j It may be said that the assailant of Presi-
dent McKinley was insane, and he may have
been so, but he said nothing more treasonable
than was spoken from a hundred democratic

1platforms and has appeared in a hundred
! democratic p*>ers within the last year. It
1 was only in nis actions that he went past
them. He was simply acting out what they.had preached.

Ultra partizanship is always dangerous,
like a two-edged sword, wounding him who
handles it. The republican party of Minne-
sota could a great deal better dispense with
this editorial attachment than permit it to
stir up resentment in such an uncalled for
fashion. Republicans high in office will be
charged up with the responsibility, though
the fact is that they never see the matter
until it has appeared in the country papers.
The press bureau needs an editor.

Senator Nelson and State Senator Grinde-
land ' went together to : Warroad a few days
ago, where they had a little visit with Albert
Berg. Some of the gossips have constructed
a story out of this incident, which the Ro-
seau Times denies at length, saying: . \u25a0\u25a0'•\u25a0-•'
It has been inferred that the object of the

visit was to hold a conference with Albert
Berg, in which the congresisonal aspirations
of Grindeland and Berg were- harmonized, i

: This is all conjecture and without foundation. i
iSenator Nelson went to Warroad for the sole j
Ipurpose of taking note of the necessary har- I
bor improvements and to view the improve-
ments of the country and, was accompanied
by. his friend, Mr. Grindeland. No political
significance can be attached to the visit of

[the gentlemen. Mr. Berg has not in any
Iway indicated that he was or would be a can-
I didate for congressional honors, and so far as
Iknown Mr. Grindeland has been silent upon

\u25a0the subject. Senator Nelson, as a representa- j
' tive of the state In congress, has interested !
! himself In trying to secure appropriations for j
harbor improvements at Warroad, and In the
line of his duty went there to see jfor him-

! self and thus the better inform himself upon
the situation.

Certainly Berg announced himself for
Grindeland before the adjournment of' the
legislature. Berg is a candidate for the sen-
ate to succeed Grindeland. There .Is a per-
fect understanding between them.. Berg is
for Grindeland and Grindeland is for Berg.

As for Senator Nelson's visit, It probably
had no political ". motive. r Grindeland and
Berg \u25a0 are both strong Nelson men, and Nel-
son ~" ' - : M;'^:P

Ifthis be treason, make the most of it.

The Evansville Enterprise chides the repub-
lican press ; with too • great regard for the
flesh pots:

A large number of the republican newspa-
papers throughout the state are ' dissatisfied
with the board of control and are clamoring j
for the repeal of the law which brought it j
into being; and all this before the law has |
hardly been given a trial. : Many \u25a0of • these
same papers urged the . passage of the Lard
of control bill and at first, regarded it r.s one
of the finest thing* that had happened. The

Ilaw seems to have worked entirely,' different
from what they expected, but the main trou-
ble seems to have been the turning down of

Itoo many solitical favorites. There are not
| offices enough connected with the board to
go around. . ;•>

The Park Rapids Enterprise notes as a sig-
nificant fact that no :republican'., newspaper
in the sixth district has so far espoused the
cause of C. B. (Buckman of Little. Falls; In
his \u25a0 campaign . for congress. Mr. Buckman
has found |it ] necessary -to speak for :himself;
which he has done in no uncertain way. /;He
declares : that Morrison county Is solid,' and
that he Is now : on very good terms with W.
M. Fuller. It is regarded a*rather a strange
circumstance that Mr. Fuller has not in-
dorsed the Buckman candidacy in hi 3paper,
the Littlej Falls .Transcript, If their relations
are. so cordial. ! ' " -

Senator Roverud has a novel idea for driv-
ing out anarchy. .'\u25a0 He would abolish all secret
societies by law, so as to prevent secret meet-
ings and plots. *. , —C. B. C.

PROM SNOWBOUND .;
Alas for him who never sees N-

»\u25a0\u25a0'. .
: The stars shine through his cypress trees!

\Vbo, hopeless,i lays his dead away, -. ;

Nor looks to see the breaking day v
Across the mournful imarbles play!"
Who hath not learned, in hours of faith,
The ; truth to • flesh and sense unknown.
That ;Life in ever lord';of, ;Death.V J'.t .";

I' Andrlove! can never lose its own!
;\u25a0;- ''/r':--/- .-.',\u25a0..." :]":"'\u25a0• -:" .' —Waittier,

Westward the Course of Empire

George Berkeley was born at Dysert Castle, Kilkenny, ; Ireland, 'March 12, 1683, ana
died at Oxford, England. Jan. 14, 1753. He was' a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin.
Sailed for Newport, R. 1., Sept. 4, 1728, remained in America till 1731, became bishop of
Cloyne, Ireland, in 1734. His fame rests securely, not on his poems, which are few, but
on his philosophical works, which are known ,: to the learned of every land. lie called
the following lines, "On the Prospect of Planting Arts and Learning in America."

&& Htv HE Muse, disgusted at an age and clime
AHp^^*j& Barren of every glorious theme,

wKm /^r^. /ail"*In distant lands now waits a better time,

W **'T| I Producing subjects worthy fame.

J?|||fjTV N In happy climes, where from the genial sun \u0084

wwt^\ V\§^ And virgin earth such scenes ensue,

» tS» \m^ c *orce °' art by nature seems outdone,

And fancied beauties by the true.

\u25a0 In. happy climes, the seat of innocence.
Where nature guides and virtue rules,

Where men shall not Impose for truth and sense •
The pedantry of courts and schools;

There shall be sung another golden age,
1 ' The rise of empire and of arts,

The good and great inspiring epic rage,

! The wisest heads and noblest hearts.

Not such as Europe breeds in her decay;

• ; Such as she bred when fresh and young,
, When heavenly flame did animate her clay,

By future poets shall be sung.

Westward the course of empire takes its way;
The four first acts already past,

';.\u25a0;.\u25a0 A fifth shall close the drama with the day;

Time's noblest offspring is the last..

AMUSEMENTS
The Brunei In "Cleopatra."

There is much to admire in the character of
Cleopatra as presented by Mrs. Minnie Tittell
Brune at the Metropolitan, last night, and
much to deplore in, the production of Sar-
dou's play as a whole. Mrs. Brune is an
actress of distinguished ability. She is
equipped with a wonderfully sympathetic
voice, a beautiful enunciation, fine stage
presence and a right understanding of the
dramatic requirements of the role, but she
is also hampered by the support of a com-
pany in which even a mediocre player would
shine by comparison.

The Brune company opened its season in
Minneapolis Sunday night, and with this fact
in extenuation much may be forgiven. How-
ever, the offense is rank. Mr. Brune, who is
his wife's chief support, is not the least
offender in the company. He is fitted not at
all for the part of Mark Antony, and plays
it in an amateurish fashion that would do ex-
cellently well in burlesque, but that has no
place in the legitimate. His physical limita-
tions alone are a sufficient bar to his ambi-
tion, for he has- neither the voice nor the
physique required for the adequate interpre-
tation of such a role.

However, the splendid ability of Mrs. Brune
does much to compensate. With a competent
stage manager, a good leading man and fair
support, great things might be expected of
Mrs. Brune. She is still young and, under
proper conditions, would have a brilliant
future before her. It Is too much the fashion
now-a-days t» compare contemporary players
in the classic drama with the best of their
predecessors in each particular role they may
assume. Nothing could be more unjust; noth-
ing a surer blow against proper ambition.

To contrast Mrs. Brune's work with that
of such distinguished veterans of the stage
as the late Fanny Davenport or Sarah Bern-
hardt is a palpable injustice. She should be
judged rather from the standpoint of her
opportunities, and her achievement, when so
considered, is worthy of high praise. I have
no patience with those people who persist
in lauding the old school at the expense of
the new. Mr. Booth was a great Hamlet, but
that does not p.-event Mr. Sothern from giving
an admirable interpretation of the moody
Dane. On the contrary tUvj art and ability
of the one cannot fail to be of benefit to the
other.

Unfortunately little good can be said of
the production of "Cleopatra" as a whole.
Outsida of the titular role the parts are
wretchedly played and the production, merely
from a scenic viewpoint, leaves much to be
desired. By contrast, Charles Dade is td be
commended for an intelligent reading of
Demetrius; and Mr. Sturgeon for his manner
of handling Kephren. The waits between acts
last night seemed interminable, and it was
11:15 before the curtain fell upon the sixth
act. —j. s. Lawrence.

A Common Sinner.
"A Common Sinner," who is at the Bijou

I this week, is an uncommon fellow. Surely
| a man who can calmly light his cigar with
j a document which means to him just ?3,000,-

--000 cold cash, is, to say the least, a some-
what extraordinary Individual. Moreover, a
Kentuckian who admits frankly that he is
not a crank on horses, is a rare bird, at
least on the stage; and when you add to that
the fact that he doesn't know how to mix
a mint julep properly, you. must admit that
he Is a very uncommon fellow indeed. What

] is more, the title of the piece is deceptive
• along other lines. It sounds melodramatic,

and the play is not melodrama, but farce;
farce, too, of the most tenuous description,
la fact, "A Common Sinner" relies for its
success upon the merit of Interpolated spe-
cialties; but as the specialties are extraor-
dinarily good, that does not matter.

As for William Devere, like the circus, he
is "bigger and better this year than ever
before," and that is saying much. Devere
is unique among American stage folk. His
humor is always natural. That is its chiefest
charm. He never sacrifices verity for effect,
as many comedians do, and his laugh is.as
infectious as whooping cough among babies.
To be sure, he hasn't much of a role this
year; but, on the other hand, he doesn't
need much of a role to be very much of an
actor. His laughing song of the first act
is irresistibly funny. However, Mr. Devere,
who is both his own playwright and his own
stage manager, is either overly modest or
overly lazy, for he hasn't given himself
enough to do. His name appears but once
on the list of specialties, and that is a mat-
ter for regret.

The supporting company is unusually good
and shows to excellent advantage in the
vaudeville portions of the program. Musi-
cally "A Common Sinner" is far above the
average. The ensemble numbers are well
arranged and are harmoniously sung. What
is more, the selections given are new, or at
least comparatively so. "Dolly Gray" and
other shop-worn ditties of which we have
had a surfeit recently, are conspicuously
absent.

Clayton Kennedy, formerly of the Hoyt
forces, contributes a specialty billed as "Pia-
no Pyrotechnics," that Is the best thing of
the kind heard here since Mr.Kennedy's last
visit. At will, hla piano becomes an auto-
harp, a hurdy-gurdy or a music box, and
the imitations are all admirable. However,
his "Battle of Santiago" is incommensurate
with the merit of his other work, and could
well be omitted. Mattie Rooney, who comes
of a good old theatrical family, and shows
evidence of her training, dances excellently,
both alone and with Mr. Kennedy, with whom
she has a duet dance In the last act that is
highly amusing.

T. William Sturgeon sings in excellent
voice a ballad of genuine merit entitled,
"While Glory Waves," and Will Phllbrick
has two rag-time songs, "The Fortune-Tell-ing Man" and "When Mr. Shakspere Comes
to Town," that are well received by the
audience. One of the distinctly good things
of the program is the singing of Miss Mayme
Taylor, a woman of striking personality, who
sings "Dearest," Kipling's "On the Road to
Mandalay," and a coon song entitled "M-o-
--n-e-y Spells Money." Another catchy air,
still new la Minneapolis, is the "Honeysuckle
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"Ten, twenty," the man at the cashier's

window counted, "and the five dollars that
you wanted all in quarters, Miss Pember-
ton."

"Thank you," said Miss Pemberton, ab-
sent-mindedly. She folded up the Cnackling
notes to fit her mouse-colored pocketbook,
regarding the two small piles of silver on
the counter before her with a faiut, amused
smite. There was one mint-used piece among
them that glistened white and bright by the
side of the tarnished faces of the others. It
caught the girl's attention and, with ai sud-
den impulse, she separated it from its fam-
ily and held it back eagerly to the cashier.

"Would you—" she asked him, flushing
slightly, "could you give me all new quar-
ters like this? I have a particular reason
for wanting them shiny and bright."

He acquiesced with ready good humor.
Miss Pemberton thanked him again, put the

bright quarters into a little velvet chatelaine
bag that hung at her side, and said a cheery
good morning as she went out of the bank.
Her face was dimpling and her step fell so
light that the old man at the window pulsed
with a throb of sympathy for her youth, her
prettiness and her girlish enthusiasm.

It was Easter Monday. Although spring
was in the sunshine, sullen whiffs of winter
still lingered in the shadows and lurked
around the corners. A blooming pink rose
nodded airy greetings from Miss Pemberton's
golden head, in spite of the fact that her
bands were hidden in a sable skin.

"Lady, buy a pa-per?"
It was a smalt professional whine that was

pattering along by her side.
Miss Peniberton looked down and another

one of her irrepressible smiles crdpped out in
the corners of her face.

"No," she said, discouragingly, making a
very apparent effort to be severe, "I can't
buy a paper from any one who asks me
like that. Some time, if you come up to me
and say in a cheerful, honest voice, 'Buy a
paper, lady?' " her own voice was bubbling

with mirth—''why, very probably I shall
get one from you, but so long as you—

The boy jumped ahead of her, whisked off
his cap, straightened up and chirped out
such a brisk imitation of her own tones that
she gurgled with delight.

'Buy a paper, lady?" he grinned, his teeth
flashing in appreeaitioß of the maneuver.

Miss Pemberton stopped and put one of her
clean quarters into his g^ny hand.

"Yes," she said, laughing, "I shall have toget one now. And you may keep the change."
"Hully Gee!" exclaimed the youngster

standing stockstill where she left him and
staring after the slight figure with a News
tucked under its arm. "Don't have to sell
no more papers to-day 'less I wants t8!
That's what I calls bein' a millionaire!"

It was really, however, the mendicants
whom she had meant to favor that morning.

| She knew them all and had pitied them ascore of times—those miserable creatures who
haunted the same street places day afterday. She knew that the next one she met
would be an old man and his wife, who stood
there arm in arm through every change of
weather. A little soberly she went up to the
old couple and laid a shining quarter In each
of the outstretched hands.

As she escaped from their peering eyes
and fervent blessings she encountered a
friend. "Good morning," she bowed.

But Mrs. Harrower was not to be put off
with such a cursory greeting. She was a
member of the Associated Bureau of Chari-
ties and she had seen Miss Pemberton alms-giving.

"My dear," she said, rebukingly, detaining
the girl in the middle of the sidewalk, "you
really oughtn't to waste your money like
that."

"I suppose not," laughed Miss Pemberton."They are not deserving, truly not," her
friend insisted. "After the Italian woman
further down street, who sits all day witha drugged child on her knee, they are the
greatest frauds in the city."

"I suppose so," said Miss>Pemberton again
aloud. To herself she thought wickedly:
"What would she say if she knew it was
fifty cents!"

Mrs. Harrower spoke very seriously.
"It is just such as you that make the

trouble," she said. "You give indiscreetly.
You are encourages of pauperism and
crime."

All Miss Pemberton's dimples broke out re-
belliously. She loofced very unrepentant.

Secret Marriages.

Sept. 24.—The Rev. Dr. E. L. Stoddard,
pastor of St. John's Episcopal church, Jersey
City, declares there has been an epidemic of
elopements and secret marriages among the
members of his congregation, and that it is
time that such things should cease. Dr.
Stoddard says:

"Recently many girl members of the church
and members of guilds have married without
a word to the clergy under whose care they
are.

"These girls were looked upon by their
clergy as their children; they had grown
up under them in chi:rch. Yet all these are
married by s( me other clergyman, and in
only one case was there any announcement
made, nor would the clergy of St. Johns have
known anything of the marriages had they
not just happened to hear of them."

MUs Bloodgood Is Found.
Although Miss Helen Bloodgood, daughter

of Millionaire Bloodgood, who disappeared
last Thursday, was discovered at Basking
Ridge, N. J., and returned to her home with
her mother, the mystery of her leaving home
is not fully explained. The handsome and
cultured young woman was recognized by
R. R. Croxell, proprietor of the Washington
Hotel in Basking Rldfe, who saw her picture
in a newspaper. Without saying a word to
Miss Bfootlgood, who had registered at the
hotel under an assumed name, Mr. Croxell
sent a telegraph dispatch to the young
woman's mother, Mrs. William Bloodgood.
The latter went immediately to Basking
Ridge. The meeting between mother and
daughter was affectionate. Miss Bloodgood
sai.l to the wife of the Basking Ridge hotel-
keeper: "The reason I left home my mother
and father knew very well. The governess
under whose care I was at my home made
my life unpleasant. I could not get along
with 'her. I told my parents about it and
they told me I was childishly unreasonable.
I am not a little girl any longer and have
,some rights that even older people must
respect."

Mrs. Bloodgood said to Mrs. Croxell: "My
daughter and myself understand each other
perfectly. The governess over whom all the
trouble has come about has been discharged.
She was dismissed as soon as we found our
daughter was missing."

Fifty Waiters Lose Mnntache*.
The Fifth Avenue Hctel waiters to-day ap-

peared with clean shaven faces. To do this
about fifty mustaches were sacrificed to the
keen-edged razor, whereat there was much
grumbling by the men who had to comply
with the order or lose their positions. The
Fifth Avenue is not the first of the large
hotels to require clean-shaven waiters. Many
of them have had this rule for some years.

and the Bee," sung by Miss Daisy King, with
chorus accompaniment.

In brief, "A Common Sinner" teaches no
moral, boasts of no plot and introduces no
villain, as its author confidentially admit*
on the program. As a farce it leaves much
to be desired, but it is a good entertainment,
and that should suffice.

—J. S. Lawrence.

Stuart Robson appears at the Metropolitan
the last last three nights of this "week and the
sale of seats for his engagement is now in
progress. His return In the enjoyable role
of Bertie the Lamb in Bronson Howard's
famous play, "The Henrietta," gives theater-
goers the last opportunity to sco him in this
laugh-provoking creation. Mr. Robson comes
supported by what is promised to be the
strongest company that has ever appeared in
the play.

Otis Skinner in a grand revival of George
H. Boker's sublime tragedy of "Francesca Da
Rimini" will play an engagement of one week
at ta« Metropolitan, starting next Monday

Mr. Gate*' Xecklace.

"But, you see," she cried merrily, stretch-
ing her hand to the other woman in farewell,
"you see, you don't understand. I'm" not
normally such a wicked person. To-day it's
different. I'll tell you about it some time.
Good-by!"

She was gone with a flash of a smile that
showed thorough enjoyment of the situa-
tion. It lasted until she stood in front of the
Italian woman with the drugged child on her
knees, and let another of the new quarters
fall with a soft, deliberate thud into the
baby's lap.

The little black violet vender, who never
by chance has a flower lets than forty-rfight
hours old, the patriotic musician who bestirs
the feet of the passing throng to keep time
with the cornet, the legless man who sitson a small platform and wheels himself in-
cessantly up and down the sidewalk, and the
blind woman who sings plaintive English bal-
lads the day long, became all of them Miss
Pemberton's beneficiaries. As her velvetpurse gradually emptied itaelf into their
hands her face grew fuller of pleasure. It
was a sunburst of a face when Barton met it
at Twelfth street.

"May I walk up with you?" he asked a3
he release! her hand, in the tone of a man
who is sure of his answer.

"Indeed, yes," she said happily. 'What
are you doing?"

"Going uptown for lunch. And you?"
"I? Oh, I," said Miss Pemberton, laugh-

ing up at him, "I have been celebrating.
Barton. Don't you know, 1 always said thaton the day when*—the day—"

"The day," suggested Barton.
"I should get a lot of small money," con-

tinued Miss Pemberton, acknowledging his
assistance with only an instant's heightened
color, "and go shopping and give a coin to
every beggar I met? Don't you remember? \u25a0

Well, that's what I have been doing this
morning."

He looked down at her indulgently. "Fool-
ish child!" he smiled.
"I met Mrs. Harrower," the girl bubbled,

"and she called me worse than that. En-
courager of papuerism and crime. Am I
really suth a dreadful thing, Barton?"

"You know what I think you are," answered
the man, and for a moment she was strangely
silent.

They had about reached the corner of
Broad street when Miss Pemberton made a
hurried dash away from him toward an old
negro who was standing on the curb, tapping
it with his cane and waiting for a kindly
hand to guide him across the street. Her
quarter tinkled into his tin cup just as some
person took his arm on the other side, and
she went back to Barton with a look of
contentment on her face.

••There," she said, "I have only one left
now."

Barton, without making reply, smiled over
her head and bowed to somebody.

"If you please, Lady Bountiful," said a
courteous voice behind her, "can't you spare
a bit for another old man?"

Miss Pemberton turned, laughed, and put
her hand into the one that was held out to
her.

"You shall have it for a lucky piece," she .
answered. "It's the very last one of them "

"What does all this mean?" demanded the
Old Friend who stood there, looking at the
silver she had left on his palm. "Why this
sudden felling out of human kindness and
human help?"

They all laughed.
"You see, it's a celebration," explained the

girl hesitatingly.
"Yes," supplemented Barton, "whether you

know it or not, Old Friend, to-day is a great
day."

The two young people looked at one another
and Miss Pemberton's cheeks went as pink
as the rose in her hat.

"Ah!" said the Old Friend with a glimmer
of comprehension. "How stupid 1 am! Bar-
ton, my boy—" there was a sterling ring of
pleasure in his voice and he took the yo,ung
fellow's hand in a hearty grip—"I truly con-
gratulate you. I don't know of any two peo-
ple in world who are better suited to each
other —"

Miss Pemberton glanced around consciously
at the passersby.

"Hush!" she said in pretty confusion.
"It isn't to be announced until the dinner
to-night."

Daily New York Letter
A short time ago Special Treasury Agent

Theobold arrived from London and informed
the customs authorities at this port that Mr.
Gates had on his person in London a J35.0*»)
pearl necklace. Special Treasury Agent Theo-
bald announced that Mr. Gates was having
some pearls added to the necklace; that he
did not purchase it abroad this last time, buton a former visit and that it had never paid
duty. The customs authorities made it their
business to ascertain when Mr. Gates was to
sail for New York. On the arrival of his
steamship at quarantine Deputy CollectorKing boarded her for the purpose of taking
the declaration of all the passengers. He met
Mr. Gates and Mr. Gates was very candid
with him in declaring that ho had brought
over wearing apparel, and a dog collar of
pearls and diamonds valued at $10,000. Mr.
King figured that there wart Jl.SOO'due In
duties on the wearing apparel brought In by
Mr. Gates, and on the dog collar of pearl3and diamonds there was a duty of 60 per cent;
and so Mr. Gates handed over to the deputy
collector $7,500.

Deputy Collector King thanked Mr. Gates
and Mr. Gates was about to turn away, think-ing that everything was serene, when thedeputy collector said to him:

"Mr. Gates, I would like to see you alone
for a moment or two; may I?"

"Certainly," replied Mr. Gates, "what' 3up?"
When the two had got to a quiet nook on

the deck of the steamship Mr. King said:
"Mr. Gates, have you a pearl necklace about
you?"

Mr. Gates began to grin. H« was not at all
nonplussed as he replied: ••Certainly, Mr.Deputy Collector, and it is a very flfe one»
too."

"Worth about $35,000?" queried Mr. King.
"Yes," replied Mr. Gates, "that's what thatpearl necklace Is worth. It's a beauty."
"Will you kindly produce it, Mr. Gates?"'

said Mr. King.
"Why, certainly." said Mr. Gates and he

took out the great treasure of the Gates fam-ily.
"You say that you paid $35,000 for this p«arl

necklace, Mr. Gates?" inquired Mr. King.
"Yes," replied the Chicago magnate, "butIdid not buy it abroad this last ttm«, Ionly

had certain additions made to It."
"When did you buy It abroad?" askad MrvKing.
"Oh," replied Mr. Gates, "a summer of so

ago."
"Did you ever pay duty on It?" Inquired

Mr. King.
"No, I did not," replied Mr. Gates, withjollycandor.
"Then," said Mr. King, "Mr. Gates, pearls

are dutiable at 60 per cent and you must give
me additional duties amounting to 131,000 ""That's all right, my boy," replied. "l»er«
is a certified check for the |21,000. Glad to
meet you. Come around and us us again."

night Mr. Skinner comes direct from his
Chicago triumph with company, scenery, cos-tumes, in fact the entire production as seen
in that city. No actor has found favor morwrapidly with our critical theatergoers than'this foremost of American actors. Notwith-standing the high class of entertainmentpreviously presented by Mr. Skinner, it Is
safe to state that nothing he has b*en seen
in here approaches in general excellence hisproduction of "Francesca Da Rimini." Among
the most prominent artists in the cast areAubrey Boucicault, Marcla Van Dresser and
William Norris. The sale of seat* and boxes
for this engagement will open Thursday
morning. «*•«*/

Of powerful dramatic intensity, and rtoh Inscenic equipment, the *, engagement of "TheNight Before Christmas," at the Bijou thecoming week, promises «• be noteworthy. Theplay received • its first ! presentation \ last sea-son, when it• met \u25a0

with '•unqualified '. success,
and for -^ this season's production has beenprovided a ; producing company of great merit
and; a scenic ' equipment', of t uauaual elabor-ateness, ' .> .' \u0084 -\u25a0.•\u25a0: - - . .


