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THE WAGES ARE 
WELL DIVIDED 

Testimony of the Fathers of the 
Little Girls Who Worked in 

the Silk Mills. 

John Demko Shows That Six Men 

Shared in His $1,400 a 

Year. 

^he Other Miner Claimed That Four 
Men Helped Him Get Away 

x • With $1,600. 

HILL WOT CALLED 
IN MERGER CASE 

The State Will Not Be Likely to 

Call Him. to the 

Stand. 

To-day's Session Largely Taken Up 

With Testimony of Farm 

Land Dealers. 

They Show That Railroad Competi
tion Enhances Land Values— 

Next Session Dec. 29. 

Scianton, Pa Dec. 17.—The miners to-
JU> put on the ^ ltness stand the fathers of 
two of the little girls who had testified on 
Monday that they worked all night in silk 
mills 
• > _ _ . — <$> 

The operators yesterday submitted | 
wage statements showing that one of j 
these men and h's laborer received | 
$1,661 and the other and his laborer j 
were paid $1,400 last year John Dem- | 

| Ko. father of one of the girls, said that J 
| four and sometimes six men figured in j 
| the division of the $1,400 The | 

other miner claimed that four men j 
j divided the $1,600. I 

$ <S> 
Everett Warren, one of tha operators 

attorneys, on cross-examination, tried to 
show that this was not the case. Both 
men promised to take the girls out of the 
•Ilk mill. 

After the witnesses left the stand, 
Chairman Gray asked for an explanation 
from the Pennsylvania Coal company, 
which is controlled by the Erie road, re
garding the wages of the men The wages 
mentioned b> the company were handed 
to the commission some da>s ago and did 
not indicate that more than two persons 
figured in the distribution. 

\V A Ma>, general manager of the 
Pennsylvania Coal company, was called to 
the witness stand and explained that be
cause of the sjstem in vogue in the com-
panj 's mine it would be difficult to show 
in every case how many men shared in 
one pa> 

Company Figures Unfair 
C S Darrow, for the miners, said the 

miners had no confidence In the figures 
eubmitted by the company and added that 
the way they were handed in was unfair. 

The deputy factory inspector for the 
Scranton district, examined regarding 
child labor, said that 1,400 boys and 1,600 
girls between the ages of 13 and 16 are 
employed in the mills in this vicinity 
Chairman Gray suggested that the Penn
sylvania legislature be petitioned to im
prove factoty inspection laws regarding 
child labor. 

The state mine inspectors were unani
mous in saying that the mining companies 

This wa.s j ' da\ of small things in the 
state's mergei he ifing Counsel foi the 
state are closing u ^ h t i r cast, and with 
this morning's testunom u.\ parentis un
important, they practically hni^hed a rec
ord which is considered much stionger 
than the federal government made in the 
other case The hearinc will be resumed 
Dec >9 

Piesident J. J. Hill was not called and 
probablj wiU not be Counsel for the state 
do not feel in pressing need of further 
dissertions on the benefits of the merger 
President Harris gave them enough of 
that yesterday to last a while 

An important witness for the stole, who 
was expected to testify along the same 
line as the wheat farmers called last 
week, of the absence of competiton, has 
failed to appear. He has sent word that 
he cannct saciifice his business, which 
would be endangered by appearing as a 
witness against the railroad companies 
He has others to consider besides him
self. 

Judge Young and M. D. Grover, counsel 
for the merger companies, t hi eaten to 
consume several days with rebutting tes
timony, showing what benefits the merger 
has brought. 

Testimony taken this morning was for 
the purpose of bringing into the record 
several facts on which there is little dis
pute, but wnich need to be brought before 
the court 

Merger and Farm Lands 

Four witnesses put on by the state were 
dealers in farm lands, who testified to 
the wellknown fact that proximity to com
peting lines of railway enhances the value 
of lands Judge Young objected to all 
the testimony as incompetent, irrelevant 
and immaterial, and its competency and 
mateiiality will be passed on by the court. 

Railroad Commissioner C F. Staples was 
put on to identify the railroad map of the 
state, and to testify to its present condi
tion Some important pieces of evidence 
taken in the federal case were introduced 
by stipulation, swelling the record without 
the consumption of much time. 

Piesident Harris and Vice-President Da
rius Miller of the Burlington were on hand 

in their district had no rules requiring' this morning, and put in a busy hour 
miners to stay in the mines all day. One 
inspector said the miners in his district 
did not average five hours' work a day. 

The same witness said most of the ac
cidents are due to the negligence or mis-
Judgment of the workmen themselves. The 
Inspectors in reply to questions asked by 
the commissioners said they sometimes 

"reading copy" on the transcript of their 
evidence given yesterday. They were not 
called again. 

At the opening of the session Theodore 
F. Koch, a real estate man of St. Paul, 
testified to large dealings in farm lands 
In various Minnesota counf.es. In reply 
to a question from Mr. Munn, he stated 

•were accompanied by company officials I that in his experience he had observed 
and many times they visited the workings j that lands reached by competing lines of 
alone. At this point a recess was taken. 

Yesterday's Late Testimony. 
Late yesterday Henry' D Lloyd, for the 

miners, lenewed his attempt to get on 
the records the matter of the alleged ex
tortionate and discriminating freight rates 
of coal-earrving railroads, and the fact 
that a monopoly existed 

Chairman Gray said the commission felt 
that the issues must be reasonably con
fined The claim that extortionate freight 
rates are charged and that a monopoly 
exists may or may not be tiue If the 
commission did go into these phases, it 
would not affect the matter one way oi 
the other. He said. 

'If we did go into it, the question of 
the justlflablcness of the miners' demands 
•till remains It hereafter it is made nec
essary to go into those wider fields, the 
commission will not deny the right of 
the miners to be heard ' 

The miners presented a chart showing 
the fluctuation in the production of coal 
lor ten years The production last year, 
the miners claimed, was abnormal, be
ing 10 per cent above the average. 

Gompers on the Stand. 
Samuel Gompers, president of the Amer

ican Federation of Labor, on the stand, 
gave the histolv of the Federation of La
bor and a brief sketch of the progiess and 
Influence of organized labor 

The hours of labor generally throughout 
the countrj . he continued, have been ma
terially reduced. Trade agreements have 
alwa\s been advantageous to both the 
Workman and his employer. 

Chairman Gray, who takes an especial 
Interest in boycotts, asked Mr Gompers 
what he thought of such methods 

The witness he would bovcott any per
son who is unfair to his workmen, but 
would not boycott a man who chooses to 
do business with the person that is boy
cotted 

Mr. Gompers said that employers made 
m. mistake when they refused to recog
nize oiganized labor The employer, he 
said, has no moral light to refuse to con-
ier with a corrmittee of his employes In 
reply to Bishop Spalding, Mr Gompers 
said he would not favor incorporation for 
unions. 

Mr Gompers was cross-examined by 
James Torrey. counsel for the Delaware 
& Hudson company Mr. Torrey asked 
the witness If he did not believe that 
xnembeis of the United Mine Workers of 
America should be 21 yeais of age and 
able to reau and write before they were 
admitted The witness replied. 

"Yes, ten years from now, and when the 
companies stop bringing illiterate foreign
ers to this country. They are brought 
here by the companies and the labor union 
must protect them and see that they get 
their rights " 

Mr. Torrey asked him if he could prove 
that coal companies were guilty of such 
a thing, and the witness replied that h<» 
felt certain it was true, because he had 
seen copies of circulars sent around south
ern Europe asking people to come Into 
Pennsylvania; that there was plenty of 
money to be earned In the mines. 

Mr Torrey asked if steamship compa
nies were not the authors of those circu
lars, to which Mr. Gompers replied that 
he had seen ten, twenty and thirty men 
huddled together in huts in the anthra
cite fields and he noted that it was no» 
long after they arrived that they were 
given employment in the mines He of
fered to give to the commission the name 
•f a man who could give the facts. 

MR. McINNIS GOES TO MONTREAL. 
Montreal, Dec 17 — W. R. Melnnls hus been 

aopointcd freight traffic; manager of the Cana
dian I\iclflc railroad, with offices at Montreal 
Mr Mclnnis was formerly assistant freight 
traffic manager of the western lines, with of
fices at Winnipeg. 

CASS COUNTY IS 
OUT FOB HANNA 

Legislative Delegation of Twelve 

Pledges Support to Fargo 

Man for Senator. • 

Contended That He Is the Only Can

didate Upon Whom the Fac

tions Can Unite. 

Hansbrough's Supporters Assert He 

Is Perfectly Safe Without 

the Vote of Cass. 

Special to The Journal, 
Faigo, N D . Dec. 17.—Tt the meeting 

of the Cass county delegation in the leg
islature a resolution was adopted in
dorsing the candidacy of L. B Hanna of 
Fargo for United States senator. This 
gives him twelve votes as a starter in the 
republican caucus when the legislature 
assembles 

Mr. Hanna is chairman of the repub
lican state central committee and has been 

member of the legislature. He is a 

TRYING TODRIYE 
A HARD BARGAIN 

Senor Herran's Coarse Work With 

the United States State 

Department. 

-i—*-
It Is Said Now That He Will Not 

Consent to a Yearly Eental 

Under $1,500,000. 

A Feeling That It May Yet Be Nec

essary to Go Back to 

Nicaragua. 

New York Sun Special Service. 
Washington, T^ec. 17 —The Colombian 

government is driving a hard bargain 
with the United States over the proposed 
cession of control of the strip of land 
through which the Panama canal will run. 
It is not believed that Senor Herran, suc
cessor of Minister Concha, will consent 
to a rental of less than 1.1,600,000 a year. 
He has presented to the secretary of state 
figures showing' that Colombia for a num
ber of years has derived an income of 
between $800,000 and $900,000 a year from 

THE TENDENCY 
TO COMBINE 

Report of the Interstate Commerce 

Commission on This Striking 
Feature. 

Progress of Consolidation Brings 

About the Elimination of 

Competition. 

Amendment of the Interstate Com

merce Law to Meet the Sit

uation Is Urged. 

Washington, Dec. 17.—The tendency to 
combine continues the most significant 
feature of railway development, according 
to the annual report of the interstate 
commerce commission issued to-day. The 
report says: 

"It is not open to question that the com
petition between railroad carriers which 
formerly prevailed has been largely sup
pressed, or a t least brought to the condi
tion of effective restraint. The progress 
of consolidation, in one form or another, 
will at no distant day confine this compe-

ROOKEFELLER WINS A SUIT. 
Columbus, Ohio, I>ec. 17 —James Corrigan of 

Cleveland, by a deolslon of the supreme court 
to-dav lost his suit for $400 000 ngfainst John 
D Rockefeller. Corrigan sold 2,500 shares of 
Stnntinrd OU stock to Rockefeller and claims 
Rockefeller took advantage of him In the deal, 1 not paying what they were worth at the time. 
Suit was brought by Corrigan In the Cuyahoga 
county courts, which decided against him and the 
supreme court affirmed the^deciaon. 

railway from which shippers could use 
either line were ot more value than lands 
contiguous to only one railroad Judge 
Young entered objection to the testimony 
and did not cross-examine. 

S A Hoyt of St. Paul, another farm 
land dealer, said his firm had sold about 
250,000 acres of land in the last five 
years He indorsed Mr Koch's opinion 
that lands reached by competing lines 
were more valuable than similar land not 
so situated. This had been his expeii-
ence In Faribault county, where the 
Milwaukee and North-Western were in 
competition, the lands were worth $10 to 
$15 per acre more than in Martin county, 
where only the Milwaukee ran. Later, 
when the North-Western and the Minne
apolis & St. Louis came into Martin coun
ty, the values went up to equal figures. 

Soo Competition a Factor. 
Franklin Benner of Minneapolis, real 

estate and farm land dealer, said he had 
dealt extensively in Minnesota and Da
kota farm lands He has now on hand 
about 70,000 acres, of which 45,000 are 
in Minnesota. He considered it a good 
selling argument to say that land was 
near two railroads, as the farmei con
sidered that he had two markets to go 
to where railroads were in competition 
foi his freight 

General Wilson asked "Have you not 
observed that the freight rates from 
points on the Great Northern and North
ern Pacific also reached by the Soo were 
less than for corresponding points not 
reached by the Soo?" 

"I have understood so," replied Mr. 
Benner. 

"Is it not a fact that the market price 
of grain at these points is fixed on the 
value at Minneapolis less the freight?" 

"Yes, the lower the freight rate the 
higher the price given for gram " 

"What effect would that have on the 
value of land?" 

"Farmers always seek lands where thev 
can market their crops at good figures." 

W. P Christianson of Olivia, Minn, 
a dealer in farm lands, said he had sold 
lands for twenty years, and was familiar 
with values in Renville and Redwood 
county, and also in the northern part of 
the state He also stated that proximity 
to two competing lines of railway was 
a feature adding to the value of land. 

"You may take the witness," said Gen
eral Douglas. 

"We don't want him," said Judge 
Young 

Mr Munn then announced that the state 
would offer in evidence ceriiin exhibits 
from the federal case. These included 
the proceedings of the Northern Pacific 
directors Dec. 11, 1901, notices issued re
lating to the retirement of the preferred 
stock, the agreement between the North
ern Pacific and the Standard Trust com
pany, and the trust deed issued to the 
Northern Pacific for the Burlington stock. 
By previous stipulation, any of this evi
dence entered in the government case may 
be "lifted" by either side into the record 
of the state case 

The state offered as an exhibit the rail
road commissioners' map of 1901, which 
was offered by the defense in the govern
ment case It was stipulated to be a 
correct map of all the lines in Minnesota 
at that time. The state sought a further 
stipulation that the Minnesota & Interna
tional was now owned by the Northern 
Pacific, but Messrs. Young and Grover 
declined to admit it without testimony. 

C. F. Staples, railroad commissioner, 
was called on further to identify the 
map as correct and testify as to whether 
any changes had been made in the north
ern part of the state. He said there had 
been an extension of the Minnesota-In
ternational from* Blackduck- northward 
and an extension of a logging road from 
Carlton north. •$ 

There had been j io other extension In 
the territory north ^and "Vest of the twin 
cities. He volunteered the information 
that the northern Pacific owned 70 per 
cent of the stock of the Minnesota & In
ternational, and they ajfe considered prac
tically one system, t^ugfe <they report 
separately. . ^c/'se «£„ v 

Adjournment was tft^n wken. until Dec. 

A SUGGESTION FOR SANTA CLAUS. 

nephew of United States Senator Mark 
Hanna. 

The meeting did not formally indorse 
the candidacy of Thomas Baker, J r , for 
speaker of the house, but the members 
of the lower house signed a paper request
ing him to be a candidate and promising 

L, B. H A N N A , FARGO. 
Cass County Candidate for United States 

Senator From North Dakota. 
i 

him support There is no local opposition 
to Baker, as has been reported, but the 
delegation is enthusiastic in its support of 
Mr. Hanna 

The indorsement of the latter is re
garded as a serious blow to the interests 
of Senator Hansbrough, as Hanna is 
thought to be the only available man on 
whom all opposition to Hansbrough can 
unite. Hansbrough's supporters say that 
he has enough votes pledged to win with
out the Cass county delegation. 

,„ * 29 a t 11 a» m. 

Hansbrough Is Undisturbed. 
Senator Hansbrough is in Minneapolis 

to-day but declines to discuss the Hanna 
candidacy further than to say that he is 
confident of re-election and that Mr. Han-
na's indorsement by Cass county does not 
disturb him at all. The senator expected 
Cass to Indorse Hanna. 

TEE SEODL ELEGTRIG R. R. 
Built by Yankees Who Cannot Get 

Their Pay—The IT. S. Minister 

Makes a Demand. • 
St. Petersburg, Dec. 17.—It is announced 

from Seoul, in Corea, tha t the United 
States minister has 'demanded the pay
ment of $1,500,000, due to the builders of 

, the electric railroad. 

the Isthmus of Panama and has no doubt 
this income would have gone on increas
ing year by year even if the United States 
had not agreed to purchase the franchise 
and property of the Panama Canal com
pany. 

Secretary Hay is endeavoring to per
suade the Colombian representative that 
it will be unwise for his government to 
attempt to exact too large a rental because 
the effect of such a move might be to 
prevent ratification of the canal treaty. 
The state department fears that if the 
senate gets the Impression that Colombia 
Is engaged in a game of hold-up, with a 
money consideration as the price for ac
ceding to our terms, the treaty that is 
now being negotiated may fail. 

The situation is a delicate one. While 
the disposition of the senators who were 
conspicuous for their advocacy of the 
Nicaragua route is to accept the Panama 
route as the only available compromise, 
they will not hesitate to oppose, a treaty 
that would fasten on the United States 
high fixed charges. 

Senator Morgan, pioneer of the advo
cates of the Nicaragua route, has indi
cated his willingness to accept the Panama 
canal. He brought up a resolution fix
ing the salaries of members of the canal 
commission at $5,000 a year. He explained 
that the purpose of the bill was to put an 
end to a system of extravagant disburse
ment for salaries for which theie was no 
excuse or reason. He added that the mem
bers of the present commission have been 
drawing salaries of $1,000 a month, not
withstanding they spent but six weeks 
altogether on the isthmus 

SHARP PRACTICE SUGGESTED 

A Bogota Newspaper Makes a Statement 
Regarding the Canal. 

Panama, Colombia, Dec. 17.—La Patria, 
a newspaper of Bogota, makes the follow
ing statement on the canal question: 

"The last Colombian congress did not 
give its final assent to an extension of 
time for the building of the canal, but 
the late President San Clemente signed, 
on April 23, 1900, a protocol providing for 
the grant of a new extension. Two days 
later a contract was entered Into for 
a six-year extension from Oct. 31, 
1904, Colombia receiving in payment 
from the new Panama Canal company 
$1,000,000 for the same privileges that they 
now ask the United States to pay $40,000,-
000 for." 

The elections for representatives will 
take place on the second Sunday in March. 
Congress will probably meet in the latter 
part of April or the beginnirg of May. 

FLOODS IN MINING REGIONS. 
Philadelphia, Dec,. 17.—Reports received to-day 

from the mining region are to the effect that 
the waters arc fast receding and the damage to 
mines will not be so great as was first expected. 
A few mines In the Pottsville and Hazleton re
gion were slightly damaged by the high water, 
but the suspensions caused by the flood will be 
of short duration. The Susquehanna and Schuyl 
kill rivers, which rose rapidly* ikst;'Might'and lu 
many places overflowed -ibeir banks, are falling. 

WHERE THE rffWEBENOE LIES. * J 
- Boston Transcript. 

When we are Interested In It It Is a o6m-
bInation,-wBen the other fellow Is and w« are 

1 not It Is s "trust." 

tition within narrow and unimportant lim
its, because the control of most railway 
properties will be merged in a few indi
viduals, whose common interests impel 
them to act in concert. 

"While this will insure, as probably 
nothing else can in equal degree, the ob
servance- of published tariffs and so 
measurably rqmove some of the evils 
which the act was designed to prevent, the 
resulting situation involves consequences 
to the public which ^claim the most serious 
attention. A law which might have 
answered the purpose when competition 
was relied upon to secure reasonable rates 
is demonstrably inadequate when that 
competition is displaced by the most far-
reaching and powerful combination. So 
great a change in conditions calls for cor
responding change in the regulating 
statute." 

The commission reafirms its recom
mendations for amending the interstate 
commerce law and urges the grave neces
sity for legislation. 

The Secret Rate Cases. 
The reports say that the fact that no 

convictions have yet been obtained nor 
indictments found in. the cases of the 
roads which were shown by an investiga
tion last winter to be giving secret rates 
to grain shippers emphasizes the fact that 
the criminal provisions of the present 
interstate law are practically a dead let
ter. 

SHAKEN TO PIECES 
The Town of Andijan in Russian 

Central Asia Destroyed b y 

an Earthquake. 

THE BLOCKADE OF VENEZUELA'S 
COAST TO BEGIN AT ONCE 

PREMIER BALFOUR ANNOUNCES IT IN PARLIAMENT TO-DAY 

AND INTIMATES THAT "A STATE OF WAR" 

ALREADY EXISTS. 

1% 

1 

The Premier Says That He Believes With the United Stales That There 

' Is No Such Thing as a "Peaceful Blockade"—He Adds That an 

Intimation of the Blockade Will Shortly Be Given to the Powers 

—The German Foreign Office Distinctly States That There Will 

Be No Occupation of Territory—Castro's Arbitration Proposition 

Is Still Under Consideration—Revolutionary Movements in Vene

zuela Seem to Be Growing. 

London, Dec. 17.—In the course of a long statement in the house of common* 
to-day, Premier Balfour said there was no such thing as a "pacific blockade." 

A state of war actually existed with Venezuela and an Intimation of the block
ade would shortly be given to the powers. 

Mr. Balfour added that the blockade would be carried out with as little incon
venience to neutrals as possible. 

Nothing definite had occurred with reference to the arbitration proposals since 
his previous statement on the subject. 

NOT A W A R FOR T H E RECOVERY OF DEBT 

The premier also said the operations were reluctantly undertaken, not to recover 
debts but after a long and patient delay, to recover compensation for assaults on 
British subjects and the seizure of British vessels. 

Mr. Balfour's statement was made in reply to the desire of the liberal leader, 
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, for information on the Venezuelan situation. After 
reiterating Lord Lansdowne's brief statement in the house of lords yesterday the 
premier continued: 

"The blockade will be carried out by Great Britain and Germany along different 
portions of the coast, and though the two fleets will have the same objects they 
will not act as one force. 

"We never had any intention of landing troops In Venezuela or of occupying 
territory even temporarily. We do not think it desirable on either military or other 
grounds. 

"All the conditions governing such a blockade have been carefully considered 
and will be published In due time for the information of neutrals. 

"The government Is most anxious t h a t these operations, the necessity for which 
we deeply regret, should be as little inconvenient to neutrals as they can possibly be 
made. No difference will be made between the vessels of the various neutral 
powers. 

"I think It Is quite likely that the United States will think that there cannot be 
such a thing as a 'pacific blockade,' and I, personally, take the same view. 
Evidently a blockade Involves a state of war ." 

W H A T WAS SAID REGARDING "A STATE OF W A R " 

Just before closing, the premier said he believed that the Germans also had 
claims besides the financial ones. 

Mr. Heatey, Irish nationalist, asked if the United States assented to a blockade 
which would exclude United States vessels. Mr. Balfour replied: 

"Neutrals are not consulted when you are in a state of war with a third party." 
"Is war declared?" asked Mr. HeaJey. 
The premier replied: 
"Does the honorable member suppose that without a state of war you can take 

vessels and have a blockade?" 
Replying to further questions, Mr. Balfour said he had nothing -to add regarding 

arbitration beyond what was contained in his previous statement on the subjects. 
Papers were being prepared and would be presented to the house as soon as pos
sible. He assumed they would Include the communications which had passed on 
the subject of the blockade between the United States and Great Britain. 

GERMANY'S REPLY TO ARBITRATION 

The Proposal Is Called <tInadequate"'~The Blockade Notification Likely 
to Be Issued To-morrow. 

Beilin, Dec. 17.—Germany considers tha t President Castro's proposal to arbi
trate is inadequate, unaccompanied as it is with guarantees to pay if the arbitra
tors decide against him. A reply In that sense has been or will be sent through 
Minister Bowen. Great Britain will make a similar answer. These statements are 
not made officially, but are denved from an excellent source. 

Berlin, Dec. 17.—A formal notification of the blockade of the "Venezuelan coast 
by the war vessels of the allied powers is likely to be issued to-morrow. 

T It is understood that ships of the United States will be on precisely the same i 
basis as those of other nations. i 

4 • «> 

NO OCCUPATION OF TERRITORY 

The German Foreign Office Also Makes a 
Disclaimer. 

Berlin, Dec. 17.—The foreign office here 
denies explicitly that the German squad
r o n in Venezuelan waters has orders to 
seize Margherita island, adding that no 
occupation of the territory of Venezuela 
will occur. 

The foreign office officials allege that a 
systematic effort is apparently being made 
to represent Germany as the propelling 
power in the coercion of Venezuela and 
as being responsible for all the harsh 
measures. For instance, they say, the 
bombardment of the forts a t Puerto Ca-
bello is ascribed to German initiative, 
whereas, the officials say without reserva
tion that the bombardment was <n. tue 
British commander's suggestion, the To-
paze being the British ship. The German 
commander participated in the firng as a 
loyal ally. 

The German government is not insist
ing on more severe measures than the 
original plan contemplated, and regards 
that the sinking of the "two diminutive, 
wholly unseaworthy craft," as an "insig
nificant incident " 

Germany and Great Britain are still con
sidering President Castro's arbitration 
proposition but the deliberations have not 
yet reached a stage where the resolutions 
can be published. 

The Berlin newspapers to-day print 

from Kiel a statement that the German 
cruisers Ariadne, Amazon and Niobe are 
again being equipped for departure to 
Venezuela, but the correspondent of the 
Associated Press is informed officially 
that no such orders have been given and 
that it will depend later upon the demands 
of the blockade whether additional ves
sels will be sent. 

ANXIOUS TO PLEASE UNCLE SAM 

Both England and Germany Show Great 
Anxiety on This Point. 

New York Sun Special Service. 
London, Dec. 17.—There is a momentary 

subsidence of public discussion respecting 
the Venezuelan affair. The point which 
excites general prejudice is that the Brit
ish government has been committed vir- < 
tually to support the German claims, 
which are believed to be a miscellaneous 
lot—good, bad, and indlffernt—yet there 
can be no withdrawal by either ally except 
by mutual agreement. This hard and fast 
agreement, which did not operate well in 
China, is regarded by many writers with 
uneasiness since the German emperor is 
cynically suspected of the intention of cre
ating an estrangement between England 
and the United States. 

The fact that Count Metternich's pro
posal for joint action was not made until 
midsummer, when the clear understand
ing existed last December between Ger
many and the United States respecting; ' 

I t Had a Population of 30,000—The 

Number of Fatalities Is Not 

Yet -Known. 

Ashkabad, Russian Turkestan, Tuesday, 
Dec- 16 —The town of Andijan, Ferghana 
government, was totally destroyed by an 
earthquake to-day. 

The number of fatalities is not yet a s 
certained. 

The population isr threatened with star
vation. Shocks were, felt in New Mar-
ghelan and surrounding villages, and a 
railway a t Andijan was destroyed for a 
considerable distance. Food and clothing 
are being sent to Andijan. 

Andijan Is a town of Russian central Asia, 
seventy-three miles from Kbokand It bad a ponu-
1 at Ion of about 30.00p souls. 

CUSTOM HOUSE AT LA GUAIRA 

- J? 

»$ 

K # THE GOVERNOR BAXK8. r 
Topeka, Ivan., Vm. 17.—The 1,200 women In 

the United States and Canada who have written 
governor-elect Bailey and proposed marriage wljl 
have to seek elsewhere for a husband. The new 
ctvrernor has notified his friends that he win not 
marry, and that his secretary, irHh his family, 
would occup> the executive mansion. , , R^orted io'lha^e"^en seized by th* British and G«rtmm tow 


