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Cleveland's Example. 
The people of Minneapolis will be 

interested in a birdseye view of the 
proposed new civic center in Cleve
land, which is to be found in this paper 
today. The viewpoint is over the union 
stat ion lying on the lake front, and the 
view is toward the south. This is the 
most elaborate civic improvement 
scheme under way in any American city 
except the government work for the 
remodeling and rebuilding of the city 
of Washington. 

I t appears tha t th is improvement 
took form from the location of a new 
federal building. I t was desirable tha t 
i t should be made use of as an archi
tectural feature of the city and, fur
thermore, a new railway station, which 
is the keystone to the architectural 
group, is now under way in accordance 
with plans tha t will entail an outlay 
of between six and seven millions of 
dollars. Cleveland has recognized the 
fact tha t the neighborhood of the union 
station, the place where the outside 
world gets i ts first view of the city, is 
the place tha t should be made most pre
sentable. I t is the same idea tha t leads 
the householder to take more pains 
with his front door and front yard 
than he does with his back yard. 

What Cleveland has undertaken and is 
working out ought to inspire us here to 
the consideration and adoption of prac
tical plans towaid which we may work 
as the city grows. The people of 
Cleveland cannot accomplish all tha t 
they have undertaken at once or in a 
few years, but in a quarter of a cen
tury , or perhaps less, they may expect 
to- have developed in the heart of the 
city, in what is now a dilapidated and 
comparatively neglected portion, the 
splendid scheme which they have laid 
out. In any undertaking of this char
acter for civic improvement it is de
sirable tha t the plan be laid out with 
respect to i ts adoption and completion 
by a later generation. 

par t of Mr. Bar re t t should set us 
thinking. The natural tendency of 
any people* is to despise foreigners. 
Witness the twis t of meaning given to 
the word " o u t l a n d i s h , " which orig
inally meant simply foreign. But with 
the spread of knowledge, the increase 
of t ravel and the growth in facility of 
intercommunication, i t is not meet t ha t 
we should remain in ignorance of 
things South American. Our schools 
and universi ty curricula are sadly de
ficient in this respect. Not alone be
cause we want to t rade wi th La t in 
America, but because i t is a path to 
self-improvement, must we acquire 
more and bet ter knowledge about our 
neighbors. 

The Atlanta Journal says that those 
who speak of Straus as the first Jew to 
occupy a cabinet position forget about 
Judah P. Benjamin. They were speak
ing of this country of course, and not 
about foreign governments and hostile 
states. 

The Minnesota giants beat the Indiana 
Authors' club 8 to 6. But it was hard 
work. 

H 

Our Ignorance of Latin America. 
One of the things needful, if we are 

to build up a great t rade with South 
America, is a campaign of education 
a t home along the lines of acquiring 
knowledge of the language, l i terature, 
history and civilization of the Lat in 
American republics. Secretary Boot, 
in his Kansas City speech, pointed out 
gently tha t we ought to have great 
respect and admiration for the South 
American. He is well worthy of it , 
bu t we don ' t know him well and in 
our ignorance we contemn him. 

John Barre t t , United States minis
te r to Colombia, goes farther into 
th is subject in an article in the North 
American Review, showing that we 
Nor th Americans have very lit t le 
ground for our holier-than-thou at t i 
tude toward South Americans. This 
a t t i tude is natural ly very i r r i ta t ing to 
the highly civilized classes of the 
southern continent, who, he says, are 
a s a rule much bet ter bred and more 
cosmopolitan than our own educated 
classes. Mr. Barre t t contrasts the ig
norance of South American history 
and South American achievements tha t 
prevails among us with the fact tha t 
every educated South American knows 
our history and the deeds of our great 
men. He speaks two or three lan
guages fluently, while we as a rule 
know none but our own. He admires 
and glorifies George Washington, while 
most of us would have to consult an 
encyclopedia about Bolivar or San 
Mart in . 

I n the mat ters of education, morals 
and capacity for clean government, 
Mr. Bar re t t asserts t ha t South Amer
ica is outdistancing our best achieve
ments. The comparative statistics of 
crimes in cities, he declares, put "Yan
kees to the blush, while " t h e r e is less 
domestic infelicity in all Lat in Amer
ica than in the city of Chicago." The 
city of Buenos Aires, with a million 
population, is betyer governed, a t half 
the cost, than any city of similar size 
in. the United States. Rio Janeiro, he 
says, wi th 700,000 population, spends 
five times as much on public improve
ments as St. Louis or Baltimore, and 
ye t governs itself a t less cost than 
either. . 

Law Enforcement Progress. 
Governor Harr is of Ohio, in a le t ter 

approving the course of the mayor of 
Columbus in closing the saloons a t mid
night and on Sunday, wrote recently; 

I should like to see the mayors of 
other cities emulate the example of 
Mayor Badger. I believe in the en
forcement of all the laws while they re
main on the s ta tu te book. Evolutions 
do not go backward, and I believe 
tha t any agitat ion for the Sunday laws 
will be more apt to result in a senti
ment for legislative action making 
their enforcement easier than for their 
repeal. 

The revised code of Ohio pretended to 
give the governor the power of removal 
over mayors who failed to execute the 
laws, but the at torney general found a 
fatal defect in tha t i t did not clothe 
the governor with power to summon 
witnesses and compel the giving of tes
timony under oath, bu t the governor 
points out tha t there is a way to pro
ceed against executives in the probate 
court. 

A feature of the Sunday closing a t 
the Ohio capital was tha t the clubs cf 
the # c i ty voluntarily ordered their buf
fets shut down when they heard of the 
mayor ' s orders against the saloon. 

The " l i d " agitat ion all over the 
country appears to be a virile senti
ment. I t is in line with moral progress. 
I t makes no inroads upon rights, but 
lops off special privileges whose exten
sion has been proved to be bad for mor
als and dangerous to honest administra
tion. Sensitiveness on the subject of 
law enforcement is a feeling which has 
been growing in this country for sev
eral years and with here and there a 
local setback i t goes steadily forward 
tak ing in a wider terr i tory each year. 

The act ivi ty of the law enforcement 
sentiment in Ohio is due as much as 
anything else to the fact t h a t a non-
part izan organization, the anti-saloon 
league, has made a speciaj work of de
veloping law enforcement sentiment in 
both part ies. 

Professor William Lyon Phelps has 
evolved the idea that it would have been 
better for Kipling's literary reputation 
had he died of pneumonia In New Tork 
some years ago. As to Professor Wil
liam Lyon Phelps, it appears that he 
might have died any old time without 
affecting the result of the literary game. 

The Symphony Orchestra. 
The Symphony orchestra, under the 

direction of Mr. Oberhoffer, has pro
gressed beyond the experimental stage 
and shown i ts fitness to become an in
sti tution of Minneapolis. Under the 
circumstances it is grat ifying to know 
tha t the backing which the orchestra is 
receiving thru the guarantee fund is 
more liberal and more cheerfully ex
tended than ever before. 

The excellent qualities of the orches
t ra were exhibited Fr iday night in a 
manner to greatly delight those who 
have watched i ts development and have 
hoped to see i t t ake a permanent place 
in the city. 

Perhaps no orchestra could be pu t to 
a more significant test of art is t ic possi
bilities than was the Symphony, orches
t ra in those numbers in which i t was 
expected to play with the great piano 
soloist and interpret 'wi th her and in 
the same spirit the work of a master. 
The orchestra met this test fully and 
fairly. In its own numbers i t acquit
ted itself with more than credit. The 
orchestra is now ample in volume and 
well-balanced as to instruments. I t 
has a sympathetic and effective leader 
and the confidence of the music-loving 
public. Nothing appears to stand be
tween i t and a notable history of suc
cess. 

General Grosvenor did make an esti
mate on the result after all, and it came 
out just right. 

Restrict the Output. 
Senator George P . Wilson's declara

tion in favor of preserving the revised 
s ta tu tes from mutilation by the next 
legislature has struck a ' responsive 
chord in the state press. Let us hope 
tha t i t will be as cordially received by 
the newly elected solons. Senator Wil
son promises to make i t his chief ob
ject to prevent the passage of unneces
sary and confusing enactments, which 
would result in making tha t monumen
tal work, the ' ' code , ' ' out of date With
in a year of i t s publication. He should 
have the backing of the strongest men 
in both houses in this praiseworthy 
endeavor. Members can hardly do 
greater service to the state during their 
ninety days than by killing out useless 
and half-baked measures, and reducing 
the volume of session laws. 

The revised s ta tutes are not perfect. 
Some defects have been discovered 
which should be corrected, but they are 
obvious defects and can be speedily rec
tified. There is some progressive legis
lation proposed also, such as the ant i -
pass and 2-cent-fare bill, a t ax commis
sion law and kindred measures already 
assured of strong support. A county 
option law will be the center of a con
test. Legislative distr icts should be 
reapportioned. There is no* reason why 
these sub jeqts jshouM not be taken up 
and setled on thei r merits . I f enacted 
into law they will be supplemqntary to 

the code, and win, not conflict seriously 
with any of i ts provisions. 

Aside from these questions, the ex* 
istence of the code should make the ses
s ion 's work lighter. Now tha t the 
state has a fairly compact and well-ar
ranged code of laws, legislation should 
proceed along; Simple and well-defined 
lines. Members who introduce bills of 
trifling importance jus t to be doing 
something are an expensive luxury to 
the state, and their efforts should be 
vigorously discouraged. The legisla
t ion t h a t is really needed by the people 
of the s ta te could be pr inted in a ten-
page pamphlet. 

I t would help some to shorten the ses
sion. A good share of the t ime allowed 
by law for a session is wasted thru in
act ivi ty, and more thru dawdling over 
email and unnecessary questions. I f the 
members-elect could agree to fix the 
date for final adjournment within sixty 
legislative days, instead of ninety, they 
would make a hi t wi th the people. 

President Roosevelt's • warning to the 
South Americana against revolution will 
probably fail, but he might send Walter 
Camp down there to amend the rules, • 

We, Us and Europe. 
Time was when the American em

bassy was not considered of first class or 
even second class importance. The Euro
pean powers did not pretend to send 
us their best men. But with the Span
ish-American war there came a change. 
At tha t time Great Br i ta in and Prance 
happened to be well represented here. 
Lord Fauncefote, while a heavy Brit
isher, and one of the old school of di
plomacy,^ had a genuine l iking for the 
American people and thru his family 
had taken a great place in Washington 
society. He was able to so steer his 
government between the shoals of old-
time friendship for Spain and new-time, 
bu t more important friendship for 
America, t ha t Great Bri tain a t the close 
of the Spanish war was looked upon as 
almost our ally. Meanwhile M. Cam-
bon, the French ambassador, had not 
been idle. When the war came on he 
was left in the charge of the interests 
of Spain a t Washington. I t was a deli
cate position, but M. Cambon, being 
one of the broad and high-minded type 
of diplomats, carried himself and his 
two clients thru with honor. His name 
went down on the protocol which prac
tically meant peace, and from here 
Cambon went to Great Bri tain, which 
was sufficient t e s t imony 'o f his coun
t r y ' s appreciation of his work. Ger
many, during the war, was hampered 
by the lumbering character of her rep
resentative, Dr. von Holleben, who had 
his goal crossed during the visit of 
Prince Henry, and was put out of the 
diplomatic game. The situation at the 
close of the Spanish war was thjs: 
Europe had awakened to the importance 
of the American mission. Great Brit
ain was at the top and France a close 
second in influence, while Germany was 
nowhere. I»it seven*years have brought 
remarkable changes. German influence 
is now paramount, French has re
mained stationary, while Br i t a in ' s has 
sunk to the bottom. The cause of this 
is the fact t ha t the German emperor 
studied the American diplomatic situa
tion and found the man to fill the bill, 
while Great Bri ta in has made two mis
takes since Lord Pauncefote died and 
is far ther from recovering her position 
than ever before. 

Sir Henry Mortimer Pu rand is 
about to ret i re . He has found Ameri
can diplomacy, American manners andV 
American touch and go too sudden for 
hjm a t his advanced age. The sucees-
sorship will determine whether Great 
Bri ta in is to come to the front again 
or not. The importance of the prob
lem is acknowledged in the serious dis
cussion i t receives from the British 
press. Suggestions all the way from 
James Bryce and Lord Curzon of Ked-
leston along the line of regular promo
tions are canvassed. All shades of po
litical belief admit tha t we are worth 
knowing and knowing well. 

At the price of apples don't expect a 
Culebra cut of pie. 

Women in the Pulpit. 
Jus t about the time we begin to won

der what is to be done for lack of men 
to do the world 's work, woman steps 
into the store, in^o the office, into the 
schoolroom, the telegraph office, into the 
medical profession, the legal profession, 
into newspaper work and into nearly 
every other occupation except t ha t of 
the soldier. Thus far, however, her 
presence in the pulpit has not been con
spicuous. There are a few women 
preachers, but they are less numerous 
than in most other professions. 

If the figures compiled in the Alumni 
Becord of Wesleyan university are true 
of other colleges, i t must be apparent 
tha t the ministry needs recruits more 
than any other profession. Between the 
years 1872 and 1905 the gain in the 
number of students of medicine a t 
Wesleyan was 87 per cent; in the num
ber of students who became lawyers, 44 
per cent; of those who became business 
men> 154 per cent; while the gain in 
the number of ministers was only 4 
per cent. 

Wesleyan, university is a Methodist 
insti tution and the educational fund of 
tha t church shows tha t while in 1899 
there were 1,113 students assisted in 
securing education—these beneficiaries 
being understood to be in almost all 
cases students for the ministry—the 
number in 1904 had decreased to '826. 

Bev. Daniel Steele, D.D., commenting 
on this condition of things " i l lumines 
the gloomy prospec t , " as he calls i t , b y 
the suggestion tha t the bishops 'may t be 
authorized to do a t home as they do 
in Asiatic missions—appoint women as 
well as men to their various fields of 
Christian labor. He suggests t ha t if 
the deaconesses were privileged to in

c l u d e preaching and pastoral care and 
the administration of the sacraments 
among their functions, the ministerial 
supply woprd immediately be doubted. 

Religious stat ist ics show t h a t there 
are many more women i n the churches 
than men and,.from, ^his more ^numerous 
section i t would natural ly be practic
able to recruit in larger number for 
pastoral work, 

Sunday, November 25, 1906. 
Dr. Steele be t rea ted without courtesy. 
Ttf ever bjef ore fci the liistoTy Of i jhe^or ld 
were the doors of litaifersities o^en to 
women as they are^ today, where they 
are capturing mos£ of ^ the ' scholastic 
prizes. Dr. Harris^ formerly United 
States commissioner of -education, pre
dicts t h a t in less |haW twenty years the 
learned class taking tlffy lead in liter
ature, science, a r t and economics in 
America will be women. •"•* man is 
ready to yield h i s 'h i the r to almost un
disputed oecupancy of the pastoral 
office, he may be sure tha t woman will 
not be slow to take his plaed, And why 
no t ! Women are as a rule more spir
i tually minded than men, and for tha t 
reason, if for no other, would seem to 
have natural qualifications for th is high 
office. ' v< 

"Purist" rises to remark that we have 
been wrong all along in demanding that 
the dirt should fly ^ Panama. We should 
have said earth. jCan this be the rea
son for the delay In the flying process? 

A, Glimpse of thje Real Harriman. 
I t i sn ' t often tha t the public gets a 

glimpse of the real Edward H. Harr i 
man. Even his b u s i n e s s _ assbciates 
know him only as a brusque, reticent 
dictator, who will brook no opposition 
and forgive no injury. He is probably 
the greatest s trategist of finance Amer
ica has produced, and like all great 
s trategists he keeps his own counsel 
and has his own way. If any mere 
railroad president opposes him, off goes 
the objector 's head! When he talks, he 
talks business and iu the fewest words 
possible. The most ingenious news
paper interviewer Seldom pries more 
than two or three sentences out of him. 

But one day after the recent Illinois 
Central deal, when his guillotine had 
neatly deposited Stuyvesant F i sh ' s 
head in the basket, Harr iman permitted 
himself a few paragraphs of public 
talk. One sentence thereof was 'self-
revelatory, for -in i t he confessed tha t 
he was t i red of his labors and his re
sponsibilities and would be glad to re
tire, if he only could. 

If he only could—is there not pa thos ' 
in tha t phrase of a man sixty years old, 
who controls 28,000 miles of railroad 
and seeks to make them earn dividends 
on nearly two arid a quarter billions of 
capital? I t is the pathos of the mere 
man o'ermastered b x his own genius, 
of the great builder of an empire who 
has no son or friend he can t rus t to 
perpetuate what he has built , of the 
Alexander who foresees tha t the fruits 
of his genius will be dissipated after 
his death by his warr ing generals. 

Ordinary men may t a i t e the joys of 
accomplishment and be happy in doing 
the work they love^ They may in the 
fullness of years ret ire to less active 
pursuits, without anxiety, knowing tha t 
their successors will carry on the work 
they have dropped. But this is denied 
to such as Harr iman. Himself he 
knows. His own powers he feels con
fident of. No doubt, he believes his 
own mission a great and glorious one. 
But , having raised the burden to his 
shoulders, he. has^n*© choice )mt to go 
on. and on, ̂ adding^to the load, as he 
goes, j£#til ^at last i t shall-^overwhelm 
aim- ^ , v 

*tfhe trans-Mississippi congress is will
ing to see a $50,000,000 appropriation for 
he improvement of the river. The con

gress Is likely to see its estimates re
vised by another congress composed of 
Joe Cannon and Jim Tawney. But then, 
of course, they will have a chantfe later 
to revise Cannon and Tawney. » 

.*_ i. 

The irrepressible G. Bernard Shaw has 
written a play to show that doctors have 
a pecuniary interest and a wild yearning 
to cut people up. Mr. Shaw airpws no 
surgeon to approach him with anything 
m6re deadly than & thermometers 

• - — £ 
Colonel James Hamilton Lewis' has re

ceived mention for mayor of Chicago. 
The success of Hughes argues - to his 
followers that whiskers are coming in. 
And Hughes' whiskers are not pink ones, 
either, just a common brown. 

SAD, BUT A L L RIGHT 

Nebraska State Journal, 
Because of his unquestioned integrity 

and his matchless ability, the people of 
the second congressional district of Min
nesota were, loth to give Congressman 
McCleary his walking papers. But he 
was an ultra hig}» protectionist and a 
majority of his republican constituents 
believed there were a few gray-whls-
kered industries that should be segregated 
from the "infant" class. McCleary was 
deaf to all prayers for tariff revision. He 
stood pat. Now he is a statesman out 
of a Job, and it serves him right. 

HQW TO CHECK SOCIALISM 

Indianapolis NSws. 
Archbishop Ireland, in an address yes

terday, delivered a warning .against so-
cialism-r-which is always^ In -order. But 
what we need in this country 'now is not 
only a warning against socialism, but a 
change of the conditions fyjat are mak
ing the talk of socialism1 possible. 

WILL THEY TUMBLE? 

Philadelphia Record. " 
The defeat of some prominent "stand

pat ters" and the very narrow escape of 
some others will be apt to, shake the 
confidence of the republican jnajority of 
the next congress in the- stability of their 
position. < 

WEAR DIAMONDS 

Nebraska State Journal. * "* ,£ 
At the recent meeting dt the Humane 

society in Chicago an advanced thinker 
spoke strongly against the custom of 
wearing furs. What would you do if you 
lived in Minnesota? 

The letters of great men which, are pre
served and sold a t high prices Often 
Serve to Show how inefficient is the fore
sight of the greatest men and how poorly 
tpe keenest -mental vision pierces the, 
future. 

In 1838 when a proposition to build a 
post road between St. Louis and Wash
ington territory was up Daniel Webster 
wrote: "What do we want of that 
enormous tracp of barren land stretching 
to the westward for hundreds of miles; 
of those gray-clad 'mountains capped 
with eternal snows *» What do we want 
With that seacoast 1,600 miles in extent 
wtlh scarcely a harbor on i t?" 

It is now known that the vast Daniel 
was entirely mistaken about the coun
try back of Massachusetts. It has 
proved a valuable outlet for the pent-up 
energies of New England men who, had 
they stayed at home, could never have 
gone to the senate There was, how
ever, little excuse for Daniel saying there 
was scarcely a harbor on the coast, since 
the Golden Gate ' was then knoWn and 
San Francisco was a settlement. 

• * • 
Another great man who went wrong 

on his predictions was William SI. Glad-
Stone, TV ho, Jn a letter to Cyrus W. Field, 
written in 1862, strongly advised the 
American people to let the southern 
states go in peace rather than pursue 
"this destructive and hopeless war." 
That Gladstone was sincere in his esti
mate of the capacities of the southern 
people to resist is shown by the fact 
he bought confederate bonds for his 
grandchildren which his grandchildren 
later used to paper dolly houses with. 
Mr. Gladstone a t that time was not only 
off his base but off his trolley as well. 
He has left an apology to the American 
people which his biographer, John Mor-
ley, has incorporated in his life of Glad
stone. In this Gladstone admits it was 
all right for a private Englishman to 
have opinions about American affairs, 
but it was in bad taste for him, a min
ister of the empire, to be taking sides. 
Gladstone, however, has long ago been 
forgiven, especially as he did not make 
anything on his confederate bonds. 

• • » 
Another active letter writer appears to 

have been the third Napoleon. After 
some digging in the archives a letter 
has been discovered which Napoleon 
wrote regarding the presence of French 
troops In Mexico. For some reason Na
poleon did not want his intentions made 
known to Seward, and therefore took the 
course of addressing a letter to General 
James Watson Webb, a gentleman who 
had befriended Napoleon when the fu
ture emperor of the French was an exile 
in New York. It is supposed that Gen
eral Webb, who was then a newspaper 
editor, not only paid Napoleon's room 
rent but invited him out to an occasional 
square meal, which proved extremely 
gratifying to the man who was after
wards to cut such a dash in Europe 
only to fall suddenly from an almost 
unexampled height. Anyway, General 
Webb's relations with the emperor were 
so cozy that he felt quite free to drop 
in on the emperor even on busy days 
and, disregarding the sign on the desk, 
state some things freely. Among other 
things he told Napoleon was that the 
Monroe doctrine stood in the way of hia 
performances in Mexico, and that as 
soon as the civil war was over Abe Lin
coln would jump down on him with ja. 
million troops. Napoleon said he saw 
the point and promised Webb to get out 
soon. "The sooner the better." said 
Webb, whereupon the emperor smiled a 
rather sickly smile and remarked that 
he would get out when he got good and 
ready but that he was almost ready, ' 

It was agreed that he should write ^. 
letter to Webb to be shown ,to Lincoln, 
including a promise to retire from Mex
ico. This letter was not to be shown to 
Seward nor was the subsequent definite 
agreement about retirement of French 
troops to be known either to the Ameri
can minister a t Paris or to the .secre
tary of state a t Washington. Napoleon 
appears to have made the acquaintance 
of two Americans who could keep a se
cret, Lincoln and Webb, and he stuck to 
them. 

• * • 
After Washington, D. C„ had filtered 

its water and found that typhoid had not 
lost a precinct it fell back on the old 
theory that the disease is due to oysters. 
If Washington has to choose between 
typhoid a»d the oysters it will be quite 
apt to make the reply of the man who 
was asked to elect between eyesight 
and whisky. He said he had seen nearly 
everything worth seeing. 

• • « 
The value of advertising Is again ex

emplified in a story that comes thru an 
eastern exchange. A bachelor bought a 
pair of socks and found in one a paper 
with these words: "I am a young lady 
of 20 and would like to correspond with 
a bachelor with a view to matrimony." 
The name and address were given. The 
bachelor wrote and* in a few days got 
this reply: 

"Mama was married twenty years 
ago. You must have bought your socks 
from a man who does not advertise, 
else he would not have been so long in 
disposing of them." 

« • • 
Henry James, the novelist, says the 

expression "handing a lemon" conveys 
no meaning. If this is really true, the 
inquiry naturally and inevitably arises, 
when did Mr. James originate it? 

• * * 
Frank E. Nimocks shows symptoms of 

being a rather wide-awake member of 
the legislature. Evidently he does not 
propose to be caught napping, as he was 
once when reporting the proceedings of 
the Monday morning ministers' meeting 
for an afternoon paper. ,.The ministers 
in those days were indiscreet enough to 

'invite reporters into their Very midst, 
and on this particular Monday they got 
into a debate about some dereliction of 
the city administration which waxed 
furiously hot and set the reporters taking 
notes frenziedly, all except Nimocks, who 
had fallen asleep in his chair and had 
missed the drift of the polemical de
bate entirely. The morning newspaper 
men, who were myself and Harold Cha-
pin, decided that Nimocks ought not to 
be bothered with the matter, so we tip
toed out of the r6om very softly. The 
ministers, having had their fling, began 
to feel pretty sick over the freedom they 
had used in the discussion, and when' 
Nimocks awoke and asked what had hap
pened they soothed him with an innocu
ous account 6f the routine proceedings. 
I t was not until the morning papers came 
out next day that he realized how 
thoughtful we had been of his comfort 
and what an amount of work we had 
saved him. . —James Gray. 

^ MYSTERY 

My eyes are aim with childish tears, 
„ My heart is Idly stirred; 

For the same sound is in my esrg 
Which in those days I heard. 

Thus fares it ntt\l in our decay; 
And yet the wiser mind, v Mourns less for what age takes away 
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i We wear a face of Joy because 
WehayaT 

<S-
THIS DATE IN HISTORY 

| NOV. 25. 
| 1783—British evacuated New York. 
j 1817—John Blgelow, American dlp-
| tomat, born. 
j 1835—Andrew Carnegie born. 
j 1863—Confederate army under Gen

eral Bragg defeated near Chatta
nooga. 

1876—Princes* Victoria of Hesse) 
born... | 

1890—Parrtelt re-Sleeted leader of I 
the Irish national partyi ' { 

1892—Sir John Thompson jucceed- [ 
ed John Abbott, aa Canadian prime j 
minister. , „ -. j 

1893—Statue of Natfcan' Hale un- | 
veiled In New York city; j 

1501—United States landed marines | 
a t Panama. 

ENGLAND MOVING FOR THE 
NEUTRALIZATION OF NORWAY 

f , fit sfl? *"** 

France, Germany and Russia to Be Asked to Join in the 
New Agreement—A Review of the Political Conditions 
Before and After the Separation from Sweden. 

By W . B. CHAMBERLAIN . 

A very interesting report comes from 
London to the effect that a t the request 
of Norway, England has set on foot a 
movement for the signature of a treaty 
between herself, Russia, Germany and 
France, guaranteeing the neutrality qf 
Norway. In 1856 Prance and England 
made an agreement guaranteeing the in
tegrity of the Scandinavian peninsula, 
but neither Germany nor Russia ever as 
sented formally to its provisions. And 
the Norwegian government fears that the 
separation from Sweden may abrogate 
whatever rights it had under that treaty. 
Since the danger, if any, threatens the 
realm of Haakon from Russia or Ger
many, it Is held to be the part of wis
dom to include these two powers In the 
signatories of the new treaty. 

At the time of the unkm crisis, one of 
the chief arguments urged by Sweden 
against separation was that it would in
crease the danger of Russian aggression. 
Count Gyldenstjolpe, the Swedish foreign 
minister, asserted with great emphasis 
that to divide the dual kingdom meant 
to Invite the Russians to seize enough of 
the northern part of Norway to give her 
an ice-free Atlantie port. The railroad 
system of Russia, it was shown, already 
knocked at the door, and it was folly to 
unlock It. Sweden, too, feared for her 
Lapp territory in the same region. Here 
ere located rich iron mines and the 
Swedish railroad from the south, which 
taps them makes Its way across Norwe
gian territory to Narvik, the ice-free 
port on the Offoten fjord, a t which Rus
sia was supposed to be casting longing 
eyes. 

The strength of this argument lay In 
the fact that Sweden had been despoiled 
of Finland by Russia and that the Mus
covite power would be ruthless in de
spoiling the Scandinavians still further 
if the proper opportunity came. It would 
be easy to appease Germany with per
mission to seize Denmark, if only the 
western powers were so engaged a t the 
moment as to prevent interference. The 
weakness of this argument lay in the 
fact that Russia as an active factor in 
European politics was for some time 
eliminated by her own troubles a t home, 
and the further fact that England would 
never consent to the spoliation of either 
Norway or Sweden. 

At any rate Norway declined to give 
heed to these arguments and pursued 
the policy which resulted Anally at Karl

stad In separation. However, Premier 
Michelsen, and his able adviser, Foreign 
Minister Loevland, were by no means 
blind to the dangers of the situation, 
and they set about strengthening Nor
way's hold on the powers. I t was Herr 
Michelsen who put aside the presidency 
of a new Norwegian republic, which he 
might have had without asking, and who 
set his face steadily toward a limited 
monarchy under the old constitution. I t 
was he and his cabinet who by their 
cogent eloquence and by the personal 
popularity they had attained thru their 
successful conduct of the crisis and the 
separation negotiations, led the elector
ate to agree to the perpetuation of the 
old monarchy. This was a result most 
pleasing to the German kaiser, who be
lieves even at this day of the world in 
the divine right of kings, and who was 
wont every summer to visit the fjords 
of Norway in his yacht. I t was pleas* 
lng to England, too, for the limited mon
archy proposed closely resembled the 
English form of government. Moreover, 
it enabled the storthing to elect a king 
whose queen is the daughter of King 
Edward, and thus secure as the friend 
of Norway the foremost royal diplomat 
of Europe. 

With Germany and England her friends 
Norway has little to fear. Nor by the 
same token, has Sweden. While the dis
patches do not make It clear what posi
tion Sweden is to have, if any, in the 
proposed treaty of neutralization, it 
seems probable that the four great pow
ers will agree to place both the'Scandl-
navian kingdoms on the same basis with 
Belgium and Switzerland so far as neu
trality is concerned. It is also probable 
that the status of Sweden under the 
Anglo-French treaty of 1855, above re
ferred to, has not been altered. But 
King Oscar's advisers are likely to seize 
the opportunity to secure the signatures 
of Germany and Russia to such a treaty. 

When the danger of foreign aggres
sion has been quite banished, a great 
obstacle to the reconciliation of the broth
er peoples will have been removed. 
Swedish resentment because of the sep
aration will die out the more quickly. 
The three Scandinavian powers, if 
guided by wise statesmanship, ought to 
be able one of these days to make a 
commercial and political alliance, that 
will be at once honorable and profitable 
to each. 

WHAT OTHER PEOPLE THINK 
The Battle, Lake Fire. 

Ta the Editor of The Journal. 
The reports of the recent fire a t Battle 

Lake have rather overstated the damage 
done. It was confined to a block of ten 
wooden buildings and nearly all of these 
buildings will be replaced a t once with 
brick structures. In one year's time, it 
is safe to say, no trace of the loss will 
be seen, but instead a solid row of brick 
buildings much better than those de
stroyed by fire, —A. C. Hatch. 

Battle Lake, Minn. < 

, J , Postoffloe Site. 

To the Editor of The Journal. ' ' 
I noticed In T h e J o u r n a l of a re

cent date that there has been a move 
by the Commercial club asking a post
ponement on the postoffice site. I have 
been fully satisfied from the very first 
that the appropriation was insufficient 
to purchase either of the blocks that have 
been considered. I feel very sure we 
shall have a much finer building than 
we have expected. Secretary Shaw real
izes that the fast-Increasing postal busi
ness demands a building for all time. 
I very much hope there will not be an 
error in the location, as there has pre
viously been in some of our fine build
ings—namely, the $4,000,000 courthouse 
and the Guaranty Loan. Both of these 
fine buildings should have been placed 
somewhere between Second and Third 
streets and between Hennepin and Nic
ollet avenues, it matters not what build
ings had to be removed in order to do 
so. In my opinion, the Nicollet hotel 
block Is the very best location for the 
postoffice; Central block and the old 
city hall next; third and last, the Har
rison (so-called) corner, Washington and 
Nicollet avenues. —T. K. Gray. 

of the smoking car was ablaze, passen
gers only getting out after the most 
miraculous escape known—going thru 
the windows, hatless, coatless and with
out bed or baggage, most all receiving 
minor injuries, and several getting a 
free and most unexpected hair singe. 

Had the cars turned over, however, or 
had they telescoped, as in the recent New 
Prague disaster, a t least seventy-fi\e to 
100 passengers would have been cre
mated. Why, I say, after these lessons, 
do we consent to the use of this gas light
ing system? 

I wish also to cite the recent disas
trous wreck which occurred in North 
Dakota, where. I understand, several 
passengers were killed and a score more-
injured, the train going into the ditch 
and fire originating from the gas, imme
diately consuming the entire train. 

Now, why not get together and talk 
seriously about this subject, and suggest 
a bill along these lines to our legislature? 
We certainly have steel frame coaches, r 
storage battery electric lights, steam 
heat, and some kind of a block and alarm 
signal system, as further protection. 

—L. L. G. * 

The Federal Building. 
To the Editor of The Journal. 

No doubt every good citizen of Min
neapolis has preferences as to the post-
office site. For example, if you live on 
the North Side you would choose the 
North Side for the postoffice; the man 
fiom the East Side would recommend th*e 
East Side, etc. But taking the city of 
Minneaplis as a whole, and as no par
ticular section or set of men should be 
favored, the logical choice by all should 
be in the center of the city. There seems 
to be some discussion as to where that 
center Is, but to my mind It Is per-
factly plain that the center of commerce 
is not far from the city hall and court
house. I t Is not only the center now, 
but must necessarily become so more and 
more as the city grows. By calling it 
the center of Minneapolis, I have in 
mind the commerce and business of the 
city, forgetting for a moment the cheap 
lodginghouses and the Salvation Army 
free soup houses I am alluding to com
merce in Its highest significance, and 
it is only necessary to call attention to 
the courthouse and city hall, the Cham
ber of Commerce, the Security Bank 
building, the Guaranty Loan, the Mil
waukee depot, etc.—which, by the way, 
is not far from the logical site of the 
new union depot. 

In addition to that, It Is only a ques
tion of time when a new bridge will 
have to be erected to span the Missis
sippi river on Third avenue S. Taking 
all these facts in consideration, I cannot 
see any more suitable place for the new 
postoffice than in the Immediate prox
imity of the Milwaukee depot or some
where between the Milwaukee and the 
union depots. 

The writer has no lots in the down
town district, and submits his opinion 
from an unselfish standpoint, having 
only the interest of the city in view as 
a whole. —w. A. G. 

Measuring Coal. 
To the Editor of The Journal. 

Is there any table for measurement of 
coal by cubic measure? Also, is there 
any rule as to the measurement of wood? 

—Consumer. 

There is a short rule for measuring 
and weighing coal, which provides that 
one ton of coal weighs 2,000 pounds, 
measures thirty-five cubic feet for hard 
coal, forty cubic feet for soft coal, con
tains twenty-five bushels and each bushel 
weighs eighty pounds. 

A cord of wood ranked contains 128 
oublc feet—that is, 8x4x4. A cord of wood 
sawed and ranked contains 110 cubic 
feet; piled loose, 160 cubic feet. A cord 
of wood sawed and split ranked contains 
100 cubic feet; piled loose, 140 cubic feet. 

Fires In Railroad Wrecks. 
To the Editor of The Journal. 

Why not take action immediately to 
prohibit the use of all kinds of gas and 
oil lights on all railroad train*? I have 
been thinking about this subject ever 
since I experienced the Great Northern 
wreck of Nov. 10, which occurred near 
Maple Plain, Minn. - < 

As we were about to go over the 
switch, our engine went on one track and 
the balance of the train started to go on 
the other, resulting, of course, in a very 
sudden stop, and a great smashup, throw
ing the engine, tender, mall, baggage and 
smoking cars on both sides of the track, 
all of which were immediately entirely 
consumed. 

Now, when the crash came, the surplus 
gas tank In the, smoking car either ex
ploded or burgt&ai anS Jn less time than 
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Railroad Control. 
To the Editor of The Journal. 

As I understand it, suit was brought 
against the Northern Securities company 
on the ground that it is illegal for par
allel and competing lines to merge under 
the same management. The court sus
tained the action; the company was or
dered dissolved. How is it, then, that 
Mr. Hill still controls both the Great 
Northern and the Northern Pacific? 

' —A Traveler. 

Tour understanding with regard to tha 
suit is substantially correct The North
ern Securities company has been dis
solved. By reason of his holdings in both 
the Northern Pacific, and the Great 
Northern Mr. Hill is able to dictate the 
policy of both and In effect accomplish 
by joint ownership what he was forbid
den to do by the organization of the 
Northern Securities company. 

Honoring the Pioneers* 
To the Editor of The Journal. 

1 would like to suggest that among 
the decorations of Minnesota's beautiful 
state capitol Jhere should be something 
commemorative of the sacrifices and 
toils and patience of the men and women 
who laid the foundations of empire la 
this great north star state. It seems 
to me that they deserve a memorial, and 
it has been suggested that a realistio 
painting be spread upon the walls of the 
capital, a true historic picture of the 
long trains of moving wagons with 
the suggestion of the old rope ferry 
down at La Crosse, where they were 
able by Its help to triumph over 
the great river and reach the coun
try which from the small beginnings 
erected by them has come to be our 
magnificent state. I have heard one say 
who lived in those days that he counted 
fifty-seven wagons in one such proces
sion, and his father brought home the 
report that 3,000 such wagons were 
halted a t the river because the rope 
ferry had given out. Then, for detail, 
there Is the night fire by the wayside, 
with the wife and mother dt the house
hold making the best of conditions and 
cooking the evening meal. 

The wealth that now is and that is 
promised in this great northwest is to 
be credited in large measure to their 
bravery and perseverance. I hope the 
C £ m i ? K «! f g i s l a t u r e yrm <*° something 
about this matter and have thi§ phase 
of our early life as a state properly per
petuated on canvas for the benefit of 
the rising generations. ^ 

j i 


