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INTERSTATE INQUIRY ASSURED 
ON THE BLOCKADE OF THE CROP 

1 t^y, »i 

Whole Question Will Be Reviewed to Establish C a u s e s - - -
Commission Faces Delicate Question a s to Relation Between 
Meager Equipment and Swollen Dividends. 

By W. W. Jermane, Colorado Budding, 
Washington, D. C. 

W ASHINGTON, Dec. 1.—A num
ber of important questions 
will come before tire short 

session of the fifty-ninth congress,' 
which will begin Monday at noon, but 
perhaps the most important will be the 
question of naval policy. It is under
stood that the president in his mes
sage will recommend a rejuvenation of 
the navy as the best assurance of peace. 
That recommendation, if made, will be 
the signal for a grand rally of the 
forces in congress, which are opposed 
to the enlargement of the -navy beyond 
present authorizations. \ 

There will be a great demand during 
the .coming session for a river and har
bor bill, and the committee in- charge 
of that work already has done a great 
deal of preliminary work, : on the as
sumption that suieh a bill is to be favor* 
ably considered. An important feature 
of that bill, as at present determined, 
will be a large item looking to a per
manent policy of Mississippi river- im
provement, from the motfth to the cities 
of Minneapolis ' and ' St. Paul.' Mem
bers of congress and the senate from 
the great states of the Mississippi 
basin have been approached with a view 
to securing harmony of action and it 
is quite possible that the president's 
policy of further naval expansion will 
be met, at this session of congress, by 
an opposing policy of develdping the 
greatest waterway of the country, and 
making it a highly important factor in 
the determining of freight rates in all 
parts of the middle west, from the great 
lakes to the gulf. 

Depends on the People. 

Certain preliminary steps in the di
rection referred to were taken last sum
mer and fall at various conventions 
representing the commercial interests 
of that great section, and it is claimed 
by half a dozen middle west members 
of the two houses of congress that the 
outlook is very promising for such a 
contest of strength as has just been 
outlined. It is generally conceded that 
the question of whether there is to be 
a four-foot channel in the Mississippi 
from Minneapolis and St. Paul to New 
Orleans will depend wholly on whether 
the people of'the country are going to 
continue to insist on greater appropria
tions for the navy. 

The revenues of the government are 
well defined and limited. Certain ex
penditures must be met each year in 
order to keep the machinery of govern
ment in motion. The only possible place 
where retrenchment is possible is in 
the supply for the army and navy. This 
may be enlarged or reduced from.year 
to year as public sentiment may de
mand; the other expenditures are fixed. 
Congress is thus placed in the position of 
being merely the distributor, of the pub
lic revenues^ and its ability to pro
vide for waterway improvements will 
depend entirely upon whether the peo
ple are willing to have the president's 
naval expansion policy curtailed to some 
extent. . . . , . . . * . , . 

Old Wars Not Paid For. 

The issue being thus clearly drawn, 
and steps having already been taken to 
have the.hght to a finish at tnis session 
of congress- .between, navai .expansion 
and internal improvement, i t will be in
teresting to note some of the arguments 
which are- -being made in favor of the 
internal improvement policy and 
against the policy of further increase 
of the navy. The arguments in favor 
of naval expansion have repeatedly 
been presented to the country by the 
president, and need not be repeated 
here. • 

The general government is now ex-
* pending 63 per cent of its aggregate 

revenues on account of wars already 
fought, and in preparation for wars 
that possibly are to come. During the 
last fiscal year the expenditures on ac
count of these two items exceeded by 
$28,000,000 the total, revenues of the 

By W. W. Jermane, Colorado Building, 
Washington, D. C. 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 1.—The 
interstate commerce commis
sion has definitely decided to 

institute an inquiry into the car short
age. 

This decision was reached today and 
and it is expected that formal orders 
will be issued early in the coming 
week. In all probability, subcommit
tees of the commission, will arrange for 
hearings at various terminal centers, of 
the country, among them Chicago," Min : 

neapolis and St. Louis in the west. 
, This general inquiry will be expect
ed to develop'causes. for the'shortage 
and thus help pave the way to some 
effective remedy. I t was said today 
by an officer of the commission that in 
alll probability the commission, or its 
secretary, will, as preliminary to the 
inquiry, issue a circular to interested 
shippers and others,' calling upon them 
to furnish the commission at as early a 
date as possible such information- as 
they may possess bearing on the gen
eral situation.' 

In the main the great mass of com
plaints and protests which the commis
sion has received from all parts of the 
country arrange themselves into two 
general classifications. One set of 
writers seems to think that the rail
roads are purposely bringing on the 
shortage, partly because of pique at 
the passage of the rate bill, and are 
very willing to squeeze the . general 
public a bit by way of retaliation. 
Another set of writers holds that the 
cause for the shortage is lack of equip
ment and terminal facilities and that 
the railroads- are- powerless- to remedy 
the situation. . Unofficially, and in ad
vance of proposed inquiry, more than 
one member of the-interstate. commerce 
commission is inclined to hold to this 
view. 

•- Railroads LadEed^'tJenfidence. 

"Tor the past five or six years the rail
road, managements of the;country have 
been saying that every succeeding year 
would be the last year of the- wonder
ful prosperity which followed, the in
auguration of President Mckinley! Feel
ing this way about it, these manage
ments have been unwilling to make 
adequate increases in their freight 
equipments, holding that such addition 

would be extravagance. While this 
has been the general railroad attitude, 
the volume of internal commerce has 
been increasing by leaps and bounds 
year after year and, since the freight 
equipment has not kept pace with it, 
the fall of each year, when the crops 
are moving, always finds congestion at 

J terminal points and elsewhere. This 
, condition, i t is said, has been growing 
j worse from year to year since 1900, 
I and has reached its highest . thitf au-

!

tumn. 
The equipment of each' road being 

(inadequate, there is the inevitable 
I scramble on the part of all roads for 
' cars. f. The Pennsylvania .' railway's 
j freight department recently informed 
J a member of the interstate • commerce 
j commission that 80 p e t - cent' of its 

freight cars are- now being used by 
various railways in the east and south, 
and that the Pennsylvania is, there
fore, hard pressed to handle its own 
business. That road has in turn gob
bled up all the cars of .other railroads 
that it can1 lay hands on; but this con
dition only emphasizes the - lack of 
equipment. . -

Dividends Versus Equipment. 

Just what authority. the government 
has to compel the railroads of the coun
try to put more of their earnings into 
freight equipment ( and less of it into 
dividends, raises a nice question, which 
cannot be decided offhand. The old 
interstate commerce law gave the com
mission no authority unless, there had 
been discrimination as between ship
pers.. The new law probably increases 
that authority, but to ; what degree can
not be known in advance of the adju
dication of 'the new language. 'That* 
language is found toward the;'Close of 
section 1 of the new rate J a ^ which, 
says' carriers are "required,to "provide 
and furnish such transportation upon 
reasonable - request, therefor.!' ~ Surlier 
in the same section the word "trans-
p6r^a$nri£''is defined to niean, anttrng 
other tfeiimg* cars. \ • 

I t is sai& to say that th^ commission 
will be very, slow to hold that this* 
wording would give i t authority .to or
der-.railways to increase equipment to 
such a point as would satisfy the de
mands of commerce. 
• An officer of the commission, ' dis

cussing the situation' with the Journal 
correspondent this evening, said: 

- i "TV U 

*'It seems to me that, after formal 
complaint has been filed with the com
mission 'alleging a car shortage, and a 
-decision favorable to . the shipper has 
been reached, the cOBamission would 
find i t s e l f prevented, even under the 
provision of; the law,; you have just 
quoted, frojp affording an adequate 
reme4dyy T | ^ commission.would hardly 
assume that i t h a d t h e tremendous 
power that would be Necessary to order, 
a carrier to put more of its'earnings' 
into equipment and less of it into divi
dends. The better way to get at it, 
i t seems to me, would" be'for some in
dividuals-shipper,- -having a just griev
ance, .to- apply 4or mandamus, in some 
proper court. That would at once raise, 
the question on its merits, without hav
ing i t complicated wiftji extraneous fac
tors, and a decision qi-the court would 
esetabiish the rights', o f shippers at 
onee, or the present-law, might be 
amended. • The inquiry-the commission 
is to make into car- shortage will, of 
course, produce the reasons for that' 
shortage; bat that i s very far from 
affording a , remedy for r i t . ! ' 

, _ Keeping Up Stock Values. 
One of the reasons why earnings 

have vg6ne into dividends and not more 
?argel^ Into equipment .has been-, re-
fei-ed to. Another reason is the • rail
road stock manipulations of such men 
as,HamTO6H$ty It 4 a s been to. their in
terest to ra^se thej value of ..their stocks 

j as much as\ possible, in order that their 
I tremendous %«rger oper.at jogs, might. be 
! more profitable and to that end they 
have been vOiMng Q£j&vidends wher
ever r p o s s i b l 8 ^ : Y ^ l | " r ' : ' ' ' ' 

James ;.J;i^iilW'"^oifeed' as saying 
j;hat if sufficient money could ibe ©pent 
in. ,.t&e, improvement jof country, roads 
tr^|rtiry.;tp, his; railway lines, he could 
o^#tte>;sii^eiss|ully 4ad, satisfactorily 
frith two-thirds his present equipment. 
Hy| makes t£e point tKpt owing to.the 
b ^ c o n d i t i o a of. wagon' roads, wheat 
and P*kerr a^ricultjpal produces *re 

^ r o i i g h i ' ^ p p M i g ^ ^ ^ ^ - - - to', .£H£rt 
[uantjties dur^%|i few*; weeks of good 
reather.in thf/ |&ti, . thus giving the 

railways. Jbrr* a; tff# niontfir.njiuch' more 
than they can do, whereas* if this fcusfc 
iess.-could be Cistributed more evenly 
over the fall, winter ariad early spring 
months, as would be possible with bet-

Continued on 2d Page, 6tb; Column. 

BANK LOOTER IS GUILTY 

Former President of Alabama Institution 
la Convicted. " ' 

Special to The Journal. . ' -
Birmingham, Ala., Dec. 1.—The jury 

in the case of Gordon .Dubose, former 
president of the defunct First National 
bank of Endlsey, charged with misappro
priation and embezzlement of national 
bank funds, returned a verdict In the 
federal court today finding the defendant 
guilty on all counts of" misappropriation 
of funds, but not guilty on all counts of 
abstraotion and embezzlement. There 
were 172 counts in the indictment and 
the amount involved was about $48,000, 
which sum it is alleged Dubose lost In 
cotton speculation. 

Dubose made good the losses, but the 
federal government . prosecuted him for 
violation of the national banking laws. 

Judge Jones sentenced Dubose to five 
years' Imprisonment, the maximum pen
alty. 

ERROR SAVES HIS NECK 

Special to The Journal. 
Hammond, Ind., Dec. 1—-A faulty In

dictment in the. Lake county circuit court 
at Crowii Point, according to his attor
neys, . has saved Duffey de France, an 
alleged murderer, from the gallows. De 
France's savior is Miss David Keunert, 
a stenographer; employed by State's At
torney D. E. Boone of Hammond. In 
preparing the Indictment Miss Keunert 

'inadvertently omitted the words "George 
D. Young," as they were dictated to 
her. This invalidated the writ, which had 
passed the grand jury room, and which 
resulted in De France's being indicted 
for murder in the first degree.' 

When De France came up for trial his 
lawyers discovered the flaw and moved 
to quash. Judge W. C. McMahon sus
tained the motion. As the grand jury had 
adjourned De France could not be re
indicted and State's Attorney Boone pre
pared an affidavit charging manslaugh
ter, on which De France will be tried. 

PROSPERITY IlfcfiNGLAND 

Demand ; for Luxuries Indicates "Good 

r Times" to London. 

New.York.HeraM. Special CabI* SeHice. Copy. 
ritf&t, 1906, by the New York Herald. 
London, Dec. 1.—The demand for the 

necessaries of life, and for- luxuries as 
well, is a clear sign that- the people havo 
plenty of money to spend. 'Among the 
tradesmen who are participating in the 
boom are automobile manufacturers, jew
elers, wine and spirit dealers, cigar mer
chants, furriers, fancy article makers 
and dozens of others. Toys are In great 
request, and the drapers, who had very 
good times in the autumn were so optim
istic they laid in unusually large stocks, 
which are disappearing rapidly. 

Another healthy sign Is the revival of 
prosperity in the furniture trade. In
quiries among the leading tradesmen 
Show that in almost every department 
customers are placing their orders earlier 
and in larger quantities than usual. 

BOODLE SECRETS 
: : C r a HENEY 
Man Ousted by Mayor 

'„ Ŝ chmitz to Expose: 

Frisco Grafters, 

Conditions Rivaling Tweed 
Disclosures Are Said 

to Exist* 

Speoial to The Journal. 

SAN FBANCISCO, Dee. l.—There is 
panic in the camp of the grafters 
and all sighs point to a complete 

collapse of their defenses. I t is' 
learned that Prank Maestretti, former 
member of the board of public works, 
who was ousted a few months ago by 
Schmitz, has told Heney and Burns all 
about -the inside workings of the band 
of grafters.' He was one of the close 
personal friends of both Buef and 
'SehmiW and knows as much of their 
methods as any man in the city. When 
he was removed he said he would make 
Schmitz -pay for the treatment he had 
received. . 

Steffens and Wyman, the convicts, 
who were pardoned yesterday by the 
governor, at the request of Heney and 
Burns, both say will tell all they 
knew, ., 

: Chief of Police Dinan was arrested 
in hia own automobile today, the arrest 
being managed with great delicacy and 
consideration. He deposited $2,500 
cash bail., .; The board of police com
missioners will suspend Chief of Police 
Dinan until after his trial. 

Sensational Exposures. 

The case; against the chief is of the 
strongest sortv". The prosecution is, not 
dependent, on • any witness of : doubtful 
character, c ; On the; perjury charge, 
I$ev.. Father Carraher, a prominent and 
popular, Catholic; priest, Police; Captain 
Martin, a patrolman and the records of 
the police department are relied upon. 
j . I t was stated today that !a condition 
of affairs in some of the city depart
ments had been discovered that rivals 
the worst' revealed in the Tweed inves
tigation in New York, j -

Padded payrolls by which the* city 
has been refbbedof immense sums are a 
feature -of- the. evidence found by the 
district Attorney's office. Details are 

g i e ^ 4 , j ^ ) e e t e d ' w ^ e n *°® ^ a n ^ $ £ r y reports 
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REVENUE CUTTERS MAY 
BE SENT TO TAKE TUCrS 

• I I M » SFEAKEHSHtP I ̂  MINNESOTA^ 

A COAL COMBINE? 
YOUNG WILL ASKf 

JAMES A. TAWNEY, 
Minnesota congressman, who may be 
speaker of the sixtieth congress, accora-
ing to a Washington special to T h e 
J o u r n a l . It is stated that Speaker 
Cannon may not seek re-election, desir
ing to devote his attention to his presi
dential boom. 

T 
FOR SHEA'S FOES 

Young and Other Teamsters, 
Witnesses Guarded From 

Sluggers. 

-.JBpV 

Attorney General Will ln-
Yestigate Conditions in 

the Twin Gities. •" 

Evidence Is to Be Presenter 
to Grand Juries of Jen-, 
" nepin and Ramse^Jf 

•:.: • --3! | 
Simultaneous Baise in Prici '^ 

Tnruout the State Yiewed ^ 
With Suspicion. 

Crew of Pishing Expedition Is Ex
pected-to Put Up a Fight-rUltima-
tum,.by Michigan Warden. 

Special to The Journal., 
Sault Ste. - Marie, Mich., Dec. 1.—A 

.private message received this after
noon by Game Warden Chapman says 
that two tugs from Charlevoix demand
ed government ensigns from tugs leav
ing the lake near Beaver island after 
taking' spawn for the United States 
government so. tney could fish without 
molestation from the state authorities. 
They threatened, to fish any way wheth
er they secured their ensigns or not in 
violation of the law which makes this 
a closed season. 

The warden's department will send 
boats to the scene and capture the tugs 
even if it is necessary to i'se revenue 
cutters. It is expected the, crews will 
show fight. 

Washington island in Wisconsin, has 
been placed under surveillance, as 
many fish illegally taken are supposed 
to be landed there. Officers have been 
stationed all along both shores of Lake 
Michigan. Chapman says no fishing 
will be allowed in those waters at any 
cost. 

Speoial to The Journal. 

CHICAGO, Dec. 1.—Guarded by de
tectives ' from the sluggers who 
have'threatened his life, Albert 

Young, who turned state's evidence 
against Cornelius P. Shea, went to 
Judge B a l r V court today to relate the 
inner workings" of the great teamsters' 
strike of 1905. 

A" plot tot kill Young and the three 
companions who confessed guilt with 
him, has been > reported to detectivesr-
and extraordinary precautions to guard 
the men are taken; ' ' • * - - - > <• •* * 

To guard, against violence during the 
trial, Assistant State's Attorneys Holt 
and -Miller, havef left their -homes -and 
taken quarters at a downtown hotel, 
where they will live, under adequate 
protection daring-the trial. -'••••• ', 

'•; The discovery that the ^t ime book,'* 
supposed to "-contain the .names of pick
ets and the amount paid lk> them, was 
in the state's possession eaused con
sternation" in tn;e ranks of the strikers. 
Knowing .that; the .̂ state would attempt 
to show that,.the pickets were in real
i ty hired sluggers, the/ men concerned 
were fearful of the result. 

A scurry to get under the protection 
of the law by turning state's evidence 
is expected from some of the lesser 
lights of the big labor war. 

Secrets of bribery, intimidation, 
picketing and violence which charac
terized the great teamsters' strike of 
1905 were bared today by Young. 
Most startling of the revelations was 
the statement: that, Cornelius P. Shea 
and three other labor leaders received 
$300 each from Bobert Noreh, president 
of the Garment Workers' union, to per
suade them,., to call . the teamsters' 
strike against Montgomery, Ward & 
Co. 

Indictments and Criminal 
Prosecution Under the 1 

Law Are Possible. - r , - ~ f ^ l 
t * 

Lack of Competitiye Bida« 
for Public Contracts Is t 
Taken as Trust Moye. 

STOLE; TEIES SUICIDE 

Special to The Journal. •••••.'• 
'Milwaukee, Dec. 1.—Frank Ledrow, 

aged 19, stole $5 from his father, a 
former Minneapolis man,- today and 
twice failed to shoot himself. He was 
lovesick over Ella Wondt, whom he met 
in Minneapolis, and now lives here. The 
first time his sentence was suspended 
and the second time he received thirty 
days. The same poiiceman saved him 
in each attempt. 

EDWARD T. YQTJNG, attorney ffeiJ|j 
eral, will investigate certain! f̂P 

. conditions in. the twin cities withr ^ 
a v|ew to determining whether or noij^i 
there is a coal jlealers \ combine which/1 

controls Minnesota territory and mosfeii 
of the northwest. tAltho Mr, Young |; 
refuses to talk for publication, a state 
official who has" inside information on 
the subject-Bays that the department of 
the attorney -general i s preparing for a 
most careful inquiry with a view t o l l 
bringing all the evidence that ca» ba 
accumulated' before the next gnmd 
juries of BJag^sey and' Hennepin coun
ties. Indictments and criminal pro-*** 
ceedings tinder the state anti-combine 
laws are an -^ultimate possibility, ~:t% |g 

The Baise in Prices. 

The action of the coal dealers in 
raising the price of coal at stations 
thruout the state on the same day the 
reduction. in coal rates was announced 
by the railroads, so that the general 
public, instead of getting a benefit 
from the cut in rates, has actually to 
pay more for coal than before, has 
awakened a feeling of indignation ia' 
the public mind which T h e J o u r 
n a l ' s informant says the attorney 
general believes calls for some, apprq-
priate and immediate action. - ' ' •>, 

The increase in coal rates was kept 
very quiet at the time it went into ef
fect, but it is said there are few sta
tions that have not been touched up* 
City pfficials of both Minneapolis and 
St. Paul who have had the purchasing 
of coal supplies for the municipalities, 
and school boards, have felt the powet 
of the coal combine, for whenever com
petitive bids were called for, the pro
posals were invariably the same, and 
it was simply a choice of which, com
panies to buy from at the price de
manded. 

State's Coal Deal. . -. #., 

This • same plan was tried on the 
state board of control in its annual 
purchase of immense quantities of fnel 
for state institutions, but the state 
purchases, which have been looked af• 
ter by S. W. Leavitt of the board, have 
so far been made at a lower price than 
the combine schedule, probably as a 
result of the board's going to Chicago 
one year to buy its,supply, when the 
local combine refused to come down, 

FIFTY BARELY MISS DEATH! 

>f v." *M, 

,-'r \ * n* 

• Coutinued on 3d Pag^, l^t Column. * 
"FORTY-THREE LONG STOCKINGS A-HAN^N* ON TH^ WALL." ..,-,-• 

Isn't it punishment enough for President Smith of the Mormof chtrchto hayf fo f ty - t i l^hi ldfe f i f Christrnw time without fir.s»s| Vim $300? 

Car Leaps Track and Hangs to BrftiM—* 
Passengers Get Out "^H' 

By Publisher*' Press. . ^*;^^&*. A 
Cleveland, Dec. 1.—rFifty people nar

rowly escaped death this afternoon 
when a Twenty-fifth street car jumped 
the track on the South Brooklyn via
duct and crashed thru the handrail of 
the bridge, where it hung, Iswavihg in 
immediate danger of dropping ninety 
feet into the valley below, The pas
sengers were, panic-stricken. The Mien 
fought to get out of the car. * iTnra; %he 
coolness of the conductor,- .JamesI 
Lynch, no one was injured and the pas
sengers left the car. one by one*: 

By the aid of .jacks the. car waa pulled 
from its perilous position. ' v.. 

TOP OF HEAD CUT OFF 
Helena Man Killed In Collision of Car* 

'•'-','/•'-';; riage With Car.^"*1 '• 
Special to The JonrnaL ^ , "-, 

Helena. Mont., Dec. 1.—G. O. Yergy, a, 
well-known resident of this vlpy* was 
Instantly killed tonight as the 1 result of 
a collision between a streetcar .voS his 
carriage. His carriage was shattered to 
pieces and his horse injured. B e did" not 
see the approaching car. The-top of his 
head was-literally cut off. 

SALOON WRECKED BY EXPLOBXOB̂ . 
Speciftl to The Journal. *> , 

Clinton, Iowa, Dec. 1.—An explosion of acety
lene gas wrecked the saloon known as the Two-
Ulte feouM. «Mt of the city. Xhe iocs Is $*,O0O« 

• 24: - '' 
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