
y^m^s^i^mmmms^^^^ SBBK 

S& .THE MI 
m 

24 PAGES—HOME EDITION. 
^ * 

^ WJSATHER-^Falr tonight and SatHp-Jla: 
4,^ day; colder tonight, warmer S a t u r d a y W 

"•'•i'-^M/iivi^ig; 

FINANCIALSGANBAL 
.THREATENS ALTON 
Report of Deficit of $3,000,000 in 

Railroad Stirs Wall . 
Street. 

GROSS IRREGULARITIES 
SAID TO HAVE BEEN FOUND 

Jtten Prominent in the Financial 
Id May Be Involved in 

Exposure. , 
T~ 

%a<nal to The Journal. 
New ¥ork, Dec. 21.—The rumor of a 

deficit of $3,000,000 in Chicago & Alton 
railroad finances and that irregularities 
exceeding that amount have been dis
covered in the books, has caused a 
flurry in Taxlroad circles. 

Public curiosity is whetted by the 
admissions made by directors todav 
that expert accountants have been put 
to work on the books of the Alton. 

Wall street was further startled by 
the report that Alton B. Parker was 
called to the Eock Island offices at 71 
Broadway^for a conference with offi
cials over the tangled affairs of the 
Alton. 

May Reveal Scandal. 
It is generally expected in financial 

eircles that litigation and probably a 
great financial scandal will grow out 
of the affair. 

Every effort is being made to pre
vent publicity. Officers and directors 
of both the Eock Island, and Alton 
dodge inquiries, and when cornered, 
make technical denials of the persist
ent rumor in Wall street that gross 
irregularities have been discovered 
which will involve men who have oc
cupied high positions in the financial 
world. 

Names are freely mentioned in Wall 
•treet in connection with the matter, 
and despite the efforts to maintain 
secrecy, the opinion IB expressed that 
full details of the scandal will reach 
the public in a short time. 

No Shortage, They Say. 
Directors who met in a long secret 

Mssion today refused to discuss the 
a if air, but they denied the existence of 
a shortage. There is, however, some
thing which must be explained to the 
investing public. Since February, 1899, 
the Alton's capital stock has been in
creased from $31,303,950 to $132,389,900 
—more than $100,000,000—and the mile
age of the road has remained the same, 
643 miles. 

The investing public is now asking: 
" W h o got the $100,000,000?" 

Shortly after E. H. Harriman ae-

£uired practically all the Alton stock 
l February of 1899 ($200, paid for pre

ferred, $175 for common) a number of 
transactions occurred that have never 
been satisfactorily explained. 

In October, or eight months later, 
shareholders of the Chicago ft Alton 
Bailroad company authorized a $40,000,-
000 3 per cent bond issue, and SO per 
eent of the issue i a $ offered tosbare-
holders at 86Vcents. " ~ ~ Tv 

' Bival Interests at War. 
One month, before the distribution of 

the treasury assets was made the Alton 
was leased for ninety-nine years to a 
new corporation called the Chicago 8e 
Alton Eailway company. 

The new company with $19,542,800 
common and $19,544,000 preferred 
stock, then issued $22,000,000 of 8 U 
per cent collateral trust bonds, secured 
by the deposit of the old Chicago Jj> 
Alton Bailroad stock. 

The capitalization was thus increased 
from $31,303,950 to $182,380,900, part 
of which was used to pay the 80 per 
cent cash dividends. 

Local railway officials take the re
ports sent out from New York to indi
cate that there are serious dissensions 
between the Bock Island and Harri
man interests which have been running 
the Alton under an agreement entered 
into a year ago to stop a bitter fight 
between them for control. 

The Harriman interests, under this 
agreement had a majority of the board 
or directors last year, and E. H. Harri
man was chairman of the board. At 
the annual meeting on Oct. 3, the Bock 
Island secured a majority of the direc
tors, and B. F. Yoakum of the Bock 
Island-Frisco system was elected chair
man of the board. The Eock Island in
terests are understood to be dissatis
fied with the way the Harriman inter
ests ran the line last year. 

The facts given indicate that the 
Harriman regime, instead of being 
stingy in its use of money for im
provements, has been lavish. This was 
true not only last year, but during the 

5revious years when it was in control, 
he aggregate expenditures for im

provements during the five years of 
Harriman control was asserted to have 
been not less than $10,000,000. 

RICH MAN LEPER, HE SAYS 
New York Doctor Declares There Are 

100 Cases of Dread Disease in City. 
Journal Special Service. 

New York, Dec. 21.—Dr. A. S. Ash-
mead, generally recognized as an au
thority on leprosy, asserts that there 
are more than one hundred well-defined 
cases of the disease in New York. Dr. 
Ashmead makes the further assertion 
that a welt-known member of New 
York's social 400 has a well-developed 
case of leprosy. 

Tho it was announced a few years 
ago that New York's leper colony had 
been abolished, there are now five 
wretched men suffering with the dis
ease on Blackwell's island, each of 
whom is awaiting as patiently as pos
sible the only release for which he can 
hope. 
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NICHOLAI DE RAYl^AN, 
Whom death Is said to have shown 

a woman. 

WOMAN-HUSBAND 
LEFT MANY WILLS 

Estate of Dead Consul's Clerk 
Represents Mystifying Legal 

Snarls. 

Special to The Journal. 
Chicago, Dec. 21,—Hurried orders to 

have the body of Nicholas de Rayian 
buried at Phoenix, Ariz., despite the 
urgent request of Baron von Schlippen-
bach, the Russian consul, that it should 
be brought to Chicago in order that 
identification might be complete, added 
hints of scandal to the mystery sur
rounding the life and parentage of the 
little consulate cleTk who was pro
nounced a perfect woman by a cor
oner's jury in the Arizona city. 

Evidence of an insurance plot has 
been obtained by Mrs. Francis J. 
Bradchulis, De Rayian's first wife, and 
she and her husband are working with 
Baron von Sehlippenbach to untangle 
the inexplicable web of mystery , ' 

„ _ ^ . Left Many Wills. * 
Baron Schlippenbach, who yesterday 

said there was a mystery connected 
with the early life of hia dead secre
tary, but that he had not been able to 
solve it, now admits that De Baylan 
confessed to him that he (or she) was 
brought up as a girl in Bussia and at
tended a woman's boarding school un
til 18 years old. 

A legal snarl developed in this queer 
«ase. The question now raised is 
whether a woman ma-tffchave a wife and 
as such will property go to the widow. 
I t has been learned that De Baylan 
had money in three different banks in 
Chicago, under different names. He 
also owned property near his home, 592 
California avenue. I t is said he had 
a penchant for making wills and that 
at least six were in existence a few 
weeks ago. Now it is asserted the 

widow'' cannot get anv trace of the 
documents. 

"Widow" a Chorus Girl. 
Shortly before death it is said De 

Baylan transferred the funds from the 
Chicago banks to Phoenix and that in 
addition his wife sent him $2,000. 

Baron Schlippenbacher says he dis
charged De Baylan six months ago be
cause he had stolen a letter containing 
important state information. Late yes
terday the baron received a letter from 
De Baylan dated Deo. 15, in which the 
writer said relative to the charge of 
theft: 

" I t nearly broke my heart to think? 
you would charge me with such a thing 
as you accuse me of." 

Mrs. De Baylan was formerly Anne 
Davidson, and was on the stage as a 
chorus girl for a number of years. She 
insists that her husband is still alive, 
altho she wired to Phoenix without 
reeult. 

The coroner at Phoenix has'wired 
Mrs. DeRaylan that if she had doubts 
of DeRaylan's identity to go to-that 
city and view the body, which, he pro
nounces that of a perfectly formed 
woman. 

Big Elevators,"*" Angered Over 
Small Traders' Triumph, *** 

Threaten Bolt. ^ t *, 
i x v * 

%^U x w 
Journal Special Service. v 1} * \i, 

Chicago, Dec. 21.—The Chicago Board 
of Trade is in danger of splitting in 
twain as the result of the dissensions 
which for months have taken attention 
from the markets and ma^e the floor of 
the exchange a great debating school.^ 

Two votes by the general membership 
yesterday accelerated the movement, 
which has tended toward a break. Un
less a radical change occurs there will 
be two boards of trade in a few months. 

One amendment voted down provided 
for the filing of claims against mem
bers who a'e in debt and the com
pulsory transfer of their memberships. 
This change was intended to do away 
with the class of members who, in the 
words of an ex-president, "are pos
sessed only of a trading cara and a 
lead pencil ." It is asserted that bad 
business has added to the numbers of 
this class until there are several hun
dred of them all trying to live off the 
efforts of others to bring traffic hero. 

586 Vote I t Down. ~~ 

The vote showed that there was little 
hope to give creditors a chance to col
lect out of the memberships of debtors, 
for 586 voted against tho change, while 
only ^23 favored it. 

Then another amendment by which 
members out of town would be permit-
ted to vote by proxy instead of in per
son, went the same way, the vote on 
this proposition being 636 against and 
75 for. 

The two votes showed that the local 
traders were in absolute control of the 
bdard and were certain to elect their 
officers at the election now close at 
hand. 

The elevator men, who, it is claimed, 
have overstepped the laws of the land 
in their efforts to bring grain to Chi
cago and who have fought the city's 
battle with gulf ports and all other 
comers in order to protect the gTain 
trade of this great market, felt as if 
there was nothing else to do than to 
leave an organization which seemed to 
them to be given over to small traders 
whose chief asset was a membership 
that could not be touched for debt^ 

John Hill Causes Trouble. ' i 
The recent crusade of John Hill, who 

has become the leader in the war upon 
the elevator men, added to the- i l l feel
ing, which ran to a high pitch thruout 
the session. 

This threatened disruption of the 
great institution at the foot of La 
Salle street is due to the era of bad 
times in the speculative grain -trade 

rious ^ut unfortunate dash in wheat one 
winter and spring, brought back Bigns 
6f the ©Id life, but when his-accounts 
were turned oyer to an elevator com
pany to settle, trade was back in its 
old rut. 

George McBeynolds tried in vain to 
stem > the tide toward bankruptcy by 
juggling with warehouse receipts. The 
elevator companies fought bravely 
against the competition or other grain 
centers, which were taking the real 
grain away from Chicago and the lake 
route. In this fight, the middlemen, 
who formerly had handled a great deal 
of the grain from country shippers, dis
appeared from the trade. They could 
not stand up against the power of the 
big elevator companies, which were 
bent on bringing gTain to Chicago re
gardless of all other routes. 

Harmony Committee Works. 

Hundreds of elevators were bought 
by the Chicago concerns in order to 
keep the grain coming in this direc-

'tion. For a while it went all right, but 
the speculative trader remained aloof. 
Commissions were too high. They were 
lowered. Still orders did not come. 

YOUTH DIES ON GALLOWS 

ANCIENT CHURCH BURNS 
Place Where Roosevelt' s Maternal An-

cestors Worshipped Is Destroyed. 
Glasgow, Dec. 21.—The parish church 

at Baldernock, where President Roose
velt's maternal ancestors, the Stqgos-
Bullocks worshipped in bygone days 
was burned this morning. This small 
pre-reformation church, six miles north 
of Glasgow, was of unique construc
tion with aan outside stair, leading to 
a loft and watchtowers in which guards 
were posted to wateh over the dead in 
the resurrectionist times. * 

20 MILLIONS FOR PRESENTS 
Vast Sum Spent for Gifts to Fiji Chi-

> dago's Stockings, 
Journal Special Service. 

street morelhasts. 

Slayer 4t Family of Five Is Hanged 
for Crime. 

Houston, Mo., Dec. 21.—Joda Hamil
ton was hanged here today. Hamil
ton, who was 20 years old, on Oct. 12 
last killed Barney Parsons, a neighbor
ing farmer, Mrs. Parsons and their 
three small children. 

Parsons rented a farm near that 
owned by Hamilton. He sold his 
crops to Hamilton and started with his 
family overland for Iowa. Hamilton 
haa become dissatisfied with his bar-

f ain, and lay in wait in the roadway 
or Parsons. He asked Parsons to re

pay the money and upon Parsons re
fusal shot him twice with a shotgun. 
Then he cltibbed Mrs. Parsons and the 
children to death. Hamilton hauled the 
bodies to the creek and dumped them 
out; then drove home in Parsons 
wagon. He confessed. 

WED ON HIGH SMOKESTACK 
Peoria Couple Plight Troth, With Seven 

Others, 225 Feet in Aair. * -y i 
Journal Speoial Service. % 

Peoria, 111., Dec. 21.—Twp hundred 
and twenty-five feet in midair on the 
top of the tallest smokestack which 
has just been completed, two Peorians 
will plight their troth this afternoon. 
7 t will be the dedication of" the 
enormous stack of the Peoria Electric 
Light company and Carl Applegate and 
Miss Elizabeth Gale are the young peo
ple who have agreed to, be married in 
this novel manner. There will be" nine 
persons in the wedding party, including 
-» best man and the bridesmaid. Invi-

Chicago, Dec. 21.—Twenty ' mSmim Nations have been issued and it i s ex-
witness .thfe dollars worth of Christmas presents Pected that thousands 1 

will be left in Chicago.'s stockings fet- nnusual ceremony. WtSt. 
feapta Claus. This enormous sum ren-f > s t ^ — 
resents an advance estimate on thV -* «&fc«raa»u» eoNraapneD, 
sales in the wholesale district since ; *„ Sanffa«<>. Chill, Dec. 21 —The trial of Enmio 
Dec. 1, made by eon&ervativfl ftkit** ^S B o l s ' wfo* J* known to bare nttrfitererilvc 
. •—i . JL-JTv!_L. r ^Bservative Otate|g6rwnsL ended yesterday. H« waS wndettned 
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State Offic&l Thinks They Will 
Refused ̂ jpoiB^ly with 20 Per 

Ctaritont in Tariffs. ^ 

Minnesota* 

.TSJSW 
Railroads will fight the 

forthcoming ofderof the-state rdilroa'd 
commission, reducing commodity rates 
on grain, coaj, lumber, livestock and 
other bulk freight. » » 

W. E. Young m the state railroad 
commission, is authority for this state
ment, and it ia presumed that the roads 
have warned tfce~ commission thut they 
will not accept tb& reduction, as they 
did the reduction to: merchandise rates. 
They will *tattd on the position that 
lhe voluntary reduction on grain and 
coal, made in September, was sufficient, 
and that the coming order will be con
fiscatory/. This w|U mean a prolonged 
battle in the courts of the state and 
the United States. 

I t i s rumored that the commission 
has^ agteed^to a ^reduction that will 
average abowt 20 t « r cent. Added to 
the 10 -per cen$ reduction made in the 
fall, this -frould mean a 30 per cent cut 
on grain ratesi f i t h i n the » state. It 
would aIs.o operate to reduce rates from 
the Dakotas tf the Minneapolis and 
Duluth markets. 

The commission's ofder will probably 
take the form- xtt a maximum tariff 
schedule, giving the highest rate that 
may be charged? for any given distance. 
The roads will be g^ven thirty days in 
which to get out tariffs complying with 
the order. If they refuse, the matter 
may be brought into court in various 
ways. It may be a formal appeal to 
the district court from the commission's 
order. The roads may simply refuse, 
and let the state take the initiative in 
forcing them, to conjfply. Or they may 
get the proceeding, reviewed by the 
federal courts, on the complaint of non
resident stockholders. This was done in 
the famous Nebraska case, which the 
roads finally won. J-~ 

FIVE FUNERAL SERVICES 
Mourning in Widely, Separated Parts of 

World for Dead Consul. 
Journal Special Service. 

New York, Dec. 21.—Futferal services 
are to be held today in five widely 
separated parts of the world for Nelson 
Fairchild of jfchis city, American vice 
consul at Mukden, < Manchuria. Fair-
child was killedjin«.Manehuria on Sun
day, accidentally, ifcfwas reported to the 
state department at Washington, by sa* 
shot from his cwn feistol» 

Services are to Be held here in the 
Church of peiivenK^ Best ^tonight. His 
father, Charles Fa^clald, a broker at 
29 Wall street, and his brothers, Charles 
S. and*<jrordoffi the latter a student at 
Harvard, will aettend. Fairchild's 
mother and sister, Mrs. H. B. Fuller, 
who" jare in Santa? Barbara, Cal., will 
a t t end service?,there, while his brother, 
Blai*, ex-consgl iarJPersja, .will attend 
service iifc Paris. <£ v „ 

The buriW.wiU t a ^ S a e e i n Mukden, 
T>« i « « „ ^ - » - • ». i ^ y -r-^~ where membTBfffc of t l^envbassy wifl at-
People were more mterestedin.stocks, vtendrthe, servic&tffl£|f^'wm alsV be&eld 
than in gram. Joe Le^ter^ bjp his &&, 'm -MalftoV W * * * ^ " " * 

e he'has njany 
relatives^and wJfiMi-vwaB the home of 
his uncle, the late, general Lucius Fair-
child, former ,coneitl tifc Spainr and at 
Liverpool. 
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PECK OF COINS BOY'SDOWER 
Indiana^'Man Saves Twenty" Years t o 

Give Son Golden Wedding Present. _. 
Journal Special Service. ' 

Frankfort, Ind., Dee, 21.—^'The girl 
who marries that boy- will' receive a 
bigger pile of money than, she ever sSw 
outside "of a bank,*' said Zimri Sheets 
of Owen township, twenty yearB ago, 
referring to his son. Walter L. Sheets, 
at that time an infant. 

Yesterday Mr. Sheets, who is an ex* 
county commissioner, made good his 
word by giving to that son and his 
bride a peck of United States coin. 
During the last twenty yeara he has 
been laying aside money, secreting it 
in jars that he" had hidden beneath 
an old apple tree on his farm ten1 mileS 
north of this city. It has- not yet been 
counted, but it was composed of coins 
o | all denominations ranging from pen
nies to silver dollars, and weighed more 
than- seventy-five pounds. 

CURTIS JETT IS GUILTY 
i'+,\ 

'A V m Jfcl kk 

4* 

* ; ' CURTIS JETT. 

Louisville, Ky., Dec. 21.—Curtis Jett 
today was found guilty of the assas
sination of James Cockrell at Jackson, 
Ky., four years ago, and sentenced to 
life imprisonment. Jett confessed that 
he alone had killed Mr. Cockrell. Jett 
is now serving a life sentence for com-

Slicity in the murder of Attorney 
larcum several years ago. 

DEMBRRA^BWArt 
SflOTTCN EARNEST 

a#^i. 
Me^P f i 4S° l? l l t e r e s t s Join Forc«s 

M Presenting Their Q, m *&%&'* 

JH 
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BEATS OFF MANIAC 
, BENT ON MURDER 
Chicago Probate Judge Drubs 

Would-Be Assassin When Bul
let Flies Wild. 

Chicago, Dec. 21.—A desperate effort 
was made today to assassinate Judge 
Charles S. Cutting of the probate court 
*by Frank F. Ellerbrock, said to be in
sane. m Judge Cutting escaped injury by 
a hair's breadth and overpowered his 
assailant after a fierce fight. 

As the -judge entered the criminal 
court building on his way to his cham
bers Ellerbrock, „ who was standing in 
the hallway, stepped forward and when 
but two feet distant drew a revolver 
and fired pointblank at the iudge. Judge 
Cutting instantly turned an struck his 
assailant a heavy blow in the face, 
almost knocking him down. 

Pins Maniac Down. *" V \ 
Before Ellerbrock, could recover 

Judge Cutting grabbed him by the 
throat and threw him over a steams 
radiator where he held him despite his 
efforts to escape. Deputy Sheriffs 
Broderick and Wilson wrested the re
volver from Ellerbrock. 

Judge Cutting then allowed Eller-
torock to rise. The man renewed t h e 
attack and the two Steuggletl back and> 
forth across the hattway. -The? judge, 
with the assistance of* the deputy sher
d s finally hurled Ellerbrock to the 
floor-. H e continued to fight until ex
hausted and then commenced to beg 
for mercy. 

Judge Cutting thruout the excite
ment remained cool. After seeing that 
Ellerbrock was safely in custody he 
went ion to his courtroom and within 
a few«minutes was transacting business 
as tisuali y

 l" 

( Thought He Was Cheated. , 
Ellerbrock has frequently been about 

the probate court, and for some time 
has labored under the hallucination 
that he haU been deprived of his rights 
to a share in an estate. 

Judge Cutting told him that if he 
would furnish proof that the estate had 
been improperly closed he would reopen 
it a t . a n y time. This was unsatisfac
tory to Ellerbrock* 

* Ellerbrock talks in an incoherent 
manner. * , 

BLAST KILLS 2: HUMS 15. 
Pittsburg, Kan , Dec. 21.—In an explosion In 

Mine No 1 of the Fidelity Coal company at 
Stone City two miners were killed and fifteen 
otheis badly burned. Five kegs of powder 
taken Into the mine by a party of seventeen 
men exploded, at the bottom of the mine as the 
men were leaving the cage. 

jr 

£„. 

-*© death 
SANTA CLAUS I N NORTH DAKOTA. 
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DANGER OF COAL 
h FAMINE IS PAST 

* - " 5 - * -

Interstate Commerce Commission
ers Report, and Railroads Are 
A - Hard at Work. 

Washington, Dec. 21.—The following 
is the text of a letter to the president, 
dated Minneapolis, Dec. 19, from In
terstate Commerce Commissioner 
Franklin K. Lane, who is investigating 
the car shortage situation in the 
northwest, which was made public at 
the White House today: 

"The inclosed clippings will give you 
a fairly correct idea of the fuel and car 
situation conditions in the northwest. 
Mr. Harlan and myself, on arriving, 
sent telegrams to every town in North 
Dakota, asking if they needed coal. 
The answers snow little present suffer
ing but a most dismal outlook. We 
then called the railroad officials before 
us and they promised to carry coal to 
all distressed points. This noon we 
wired back to all the towns. As there 
are plenty of ore cars now available 
for handling coal, I think the danger 
of distress irom lack of fuel may be 
said to be past. 

" I t takes a grain car on the average 
ten days to cover 250 miles.—Great 
Northern railroad.'' 

COAL OARS BUSHED 

Hundreds of Loads v Going to North 
Dakota Stations. \ '' 

Hundreds of cars of eoal are being 
rushed into North Dakota and the 
northwest is much better prepared for 
cold weather than it has been for weeks 
past. Tho there are points where fuel 
shortage still exists, relief is expected 
at any time. Hundreds of points have 
been reached and now have fuel. There 
is a considerable movement of cpal in 
transit, coal having the .right of way 
on the railroads. The movement of 
Illinois coal still continues, thereby fur
nishing relief from a new source. 

Favorable reports of coal move
ments are being received today from 
the north and west. A dispatch from 
Brainerd says that the Northern Pa
cific is using ore cars for handling 
company coal, and is giving all its box
cars for commercial coali thereby in
creasing its equipment. ** 
* Five hundred cars QI" coal are I s 

tranj&t over the Northern Pacific,*for 
points along its main line and branches 
m North Dakota. Th$ first trains have 

h arrived in Fargo and the rest will be 
run thru as rapidly as possible. The 
cars will take wheat bade "to the head 
of the lakes and be & double relief. 

^Menace in Minneapolis.' 
Coal men are warning their custo

mers in Minneapolis to keep their sup
plies of fnol up, whether for steam or 
for domestic purposes. The reason for 
this is contained m a question asked to 
day by a dealer. 

" D o you *know that if Minneapolis 
should experience a two-day blizzard, 
the city wotild be tied up completely 
.as vto .fuel? It could then receive TIO 
help from the Indiana, Illinois or lowk 
coal fields on account of the .blockade 
that always results from such a storm, 
and the situation at the head of tlie 
laises Is worse than ever. There i s no 
coal on tracks here. Fortunately the 
block managers and many of tBe other 
steam coal buyers have been keeping 
up their supplies. One big firm has 
thirty days' supply ahead. Others have 
been unremitting in their efforts to 
make up the deficiency created by the 
daily use of coal. \ 

" I know from the heavy sales of 
fuel that the larger companies are mak
ing every day that there is a shortage 
here in both hard and soft coal. The 
coalyards have an average of onlv four 
days' supply of anthracite on hand and 
any cessation of receipts would work a 
hardship here. The mills are pretty 
well off on account of the good stage 
of water. At the head of the lakes 
we can't get coal cars into the docks 
or loads out. Neither the Great North
ern nor the Northern Pacific seem to be 
able to switch cars. , 

"Should Buy in Summer." ,~ 

" I f the country, county and school 
boards would lay in stocks ahead, as 
the city board and county commission 
here do, there would not be so much 
trouble in the northwest. They prefer 
to take fuel right from the cars be
cause they have not a bin capacity 
so as to take coal in the summer 
months. They must learn to do other
wise and help out on the situation.'' 

The Coal Trade Journal makes the 
following comment: 

"The situation is amusing from one 
standpoint. One day an order will 
come to the dock, saying: 'The people 
at such-and-such a place are freezing; 
send all your cars there.' Then by the 
time some of thenars are loaded comes 
a statement from the roads to the 
effect that they must have fuel before 
they can haul the trains, so the docks 
must turn their attention to getting 
out the company coal. A Great North
ern engineer from North Dakota, who 
•was here last week, stated that the 
week before there were fourteen dead 
engines on one branch of the^jGrreat 
Northern in North Dakota." •*,* 

M^lt Schools May Close. 0VS%$i 
Writing to T h e J o u r n a l an 

official of Park River, N. D., says that 
place faces the closing down of the 
power plant, which will mean the cut
ting off of light^ and water supplies. 
He says there is plenty of fuel within 
a twenty-four-hour haul of the town 
and that there seems to be plenty of 
cars to haul it, but that motive power, 
is lacking. Unless coal is brought in/ 
this week, the public schools, with a/ 
force of twenty teachers, will have to 
dose. This is one of the towns whic i 
will probably be Teached by the spe
cial relief measures wi th in 'a day <r 
two. 

A letter from Maxbasa, N. D., dat<d 
Dec .18, says that owing to the fa i t 
that that town has been dividing wil h 
neighboring places, the fuel supply4: s 
wholly exhausted, and on Tuesday, wit i 
the mercury at 30 below there was n u 
coal. There is no available gasolene i% 

5, *the town tho there is a car in the yards 
5 f which has been long delayed in getting* 

to the local tank, the only place where' 
i t could be unloaded. It is also statedl 
that no cars have been moved in the* 

'.Majchass .yards fpr two weeks. The rel^ 
**&**• have appealedTo the G ^ ? & 5 ^ W E " He S S ^ 7 S W 
S ° ^ i K S n a

m I S S 5 e m e , l t b y m a i l * w j t n t o should move like a i ^ e n ^ e V f a S S wires being down* 

Arguments Heard by Inter* 
.state Commerce Commis-
2* sioners at Chicago. 
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Freight Congestion Inquiry 
J Shows^ Illinois Central 

Methods to Advantage. 

Chicago, HI., Dec. 21.—The" railroads 
may as well get ready for the fight 
of their lives on* reciprocal demurrage 
for it is coming. On Jan. 4, when thp 
national reciprocal demurrag3 conven
tion opens at Chicago, the railroads will 
hear something drop. 

When the Minnesota Shippers and 
Receivers' association came into the 
Minneapolis inquiry with a petition for 
the abrogation by the interstate com
merce commission of the demurrage 
rights of the railroads, or what was 
substantially the same, they made a 
request the full compliance with which 
would have gone behind or would at 
least have tested the discretionary pow
ers of the commission to the extreme. 
This Minneapolis petition really has not 
yet come before the commission in the 
strict sense for it would have to be 
presented to the entire body before de-
cisivo action could be made in any 
case. Hence the papers will go to 
Washington for consideration. 

When the two representatives of the 
commission, Messrs. Lane and Harlan, 
reached Chicago^ they ran into a hotbed 
of unrest, dissatisfaction and eomplainjb 
and found the TepreBentatives of im
portant trade organizations waiting to 
present to th^m further plans of recip
rocal operations that would shift part 
of the penalty of delay in handling upon 
the railroads. 

Forces Well Organized^ l £ ^ ¥ 

i The coal and lumber trades are lead
ing the fight and their movements are 
being directed by E. S. Ketehum, editor 
of the Black Diamond, and J. E. De^ 
febaugh of the American Lumberman, 
who were on hand today to open the 
bjg fight. Sidney B. Hostler and A. R. 
Berry supplemented the efforts on be
half of the coal men and Secretary 
Hotchkiss of the Illinois Retail Lumber ** 
Dealers also approved. 

Mr. Defebaugh argued forcibly be
fore the commission. Conditions in the 
lumber trade, he said, are deplorable, 
A hundred smaller firms solvent in fact 
are seriously embarrassed ag a result 
of paralysis of business. This is in the 
Houth and west principal ly^ The lum
ber movement in a ^year * requires***,-;! 
2,3S0,GG£Uears. It* is a business o t W 
$174,000^00. I t gives the roads more ^ ^ 
tonnage than corn, the greatest of 
crops, and more than any two other 
crops. The railroads, by their ol^n 
lack-vof foresight or incompetence, have 
paralyzed • this great movement, Mr. 
Defebaugh said, and while it is true 
the-country is very prosperous and 
business has increased, the real reason 
is in financial rather than in operating 
control. 

There are 30,000 men in the United 
States engaged in some manner in the 
lumber industry, and 95 per cent of 
the number favor reciprocal demur
rage. 

Ashley J . Elliot of Peoria has pre
pared a cartoon showing the ruination 
of the coal business bv the railroads 
and 160,000 copies will be sent out to 
arouse sentiment. • „^^ ^s 
f Convention Means Much. *»«*^ 

When the convention opens berg on 
J i n . 4, the *eal battle will begin. T h a f 
the thing can in any way be ehecked-
by, the roads is impossible. It has 
started. In former years i t started, 
but nothing ever resulted; conditions 
-were different. Sentiment was differ
ent/ It fell short of the mark. But 
it is the Teal thing this time, and it is 
everywhere. Expression of feeling in 
Minneapolis seems to be truly reflect-
lve of the business sentiment of the 
United States. The railroads, the 
shippers say, have got to give them a 
better show, and since the roads do not * 
seem tot find this >out, and apparently 
have failed from one cause or another 
fully to grasp the great transportation 
problem with proper consideration for 
the rights of thoir patrons, they will 
try to make them do better if the power\ 
necessary has to be found in congress. 

-* " Grata Merf Heard. ; ^IJf 
George E. Mjarcy, president of the 

Armour Grain company; G. W.'Paiten 
and E. B. Boyd, traffic manager of the 
Chicago Board of Trade, were present. 
Mr. Patten said his firm had opportun
i t y on Tuesday to sell grain for export 
from New York to load on steamer Jan. 
18, and had to turn it down because it 
could not afford to bind itself by con
tract and take a chance of getting tho 
cars thru. Mr. Patten fears a. radical 
reciprocal demurrage law would defeat 
itself, but recognizes the necessity for 
something of that nature looking 'to 
protection of the shippers. 

Of 2̂ 76 cars of grain recently handled 
by Mr. Patten's firm, nearly all were 
unloaded in one to two days, and the 
Chicago grain trade is in no way ham
pering the roads by delay in unloading. 
^ « A~ M a r c v s a i d his firm handles 10,-
000,000 to 20,000,000 bushels cash grain 
in a year in Chicago. He unloads 
promptly. He showed »y figures that 
disposition of grain cars are given to 
railroads largely on day of arrival, af
ter which three to fourteen days 
elapses before the grain is switched 
around as ordered. There is not any 
official commitment of the Chicago 
board to reciprocal demurrage, but 
many members-favor it, tho not in too 
drastic a form. 
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Boyd Blames Roads. 

E. B. Boyd was formerlv gemtral 
freight agent of the Rock Wand and 
had twenty-one years' experience. Such 
privileges, he said, as the Tailroads 
afford'-receivers on coal or grain are 
necessary for the handling of business^ 
m those commodities. The blame i s " 
upon the roadsrthey do not handle their 
equipment promptly. I t is un to the 

?Maro»!d«^a>/say whether' an upHo-date 
syssfm of rate making and operation 
shall-be adopted.andnotthe antiquated 
methods now in vogue. Eighty to ninetv 
per cent o f the grain diverted to Chi
cago elevators is handled wifbins 

^tfrenty-four .hours after being delivered 
W the roads. I t is -not the faul t 4 fL 
%^.«rain trade that the present i n ^ 
efficient-transportation service prevails. 

! J ^ Tonnage System Hit Again. 
tr ,Boyd-struck a bod# blow a t 

^ 

j , , . . passenger 
at a fixed time regardless of 
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