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A Line o' Cheer Each Day o the Year.
First priming of an original poem, written dallyfor The Waahington Herald.

By JOHN KENDRICK BAKGI.
1 took my wrathful tears one morn

And froze them balls of snow,
And on the frosty mass thus born
1 cooled the temper and the scorn
By which my seething heart was torn;

And then turned upon my Woe
And with those snowballs made of tears
I washed Woe's face, and filled his ears.
Until with cries of grim dismay
He turned and swiftly- - sped awav

(Copyright. iM.)

Those baseball players who sign contracts with
two different leagues hae some good friends
among the lawyers, perhaps.

Representative Moon referred to some of his
colleagues in the House as "gentlemen, like
craven cowards." Topic for debating societies:
Can a gentleman be like a craven coward?

Col. Coethals decided not to wait for those war-
ships he wired for to preserve the neutrality of the
Canal Zone: and probably it is just as well, in view
of the latest report, to the effect that the collier
which was accused of sending wireless messages
was not equipped with wireless apparatus.

A 25 cent "war" revenue stamp must be affixed
to every package, no matter what the contents,
entering our ports by international parcel post.
Thus the administration places a high protective
tariff on all goods imported in small consignments,
including Christmas gilts.

The Long Island physician's wife, who
tried for shooting and killing one of her husband's
patients, troing free because the jury disagreed, has
resigned from the woman suffrage club of which
she was secretary. Probably she is very well satis-
fied the way men malce and administer the
laws.

A reader of Herald calls attention the
fact that the value of the relief cargoes already sent
to Belgium, estimated at $10,000,000, is a little
more than enough to pay the first monthly install-
ment of the $06,000,000 which Germany has de-
manded of the Belgians. But this country will
probably keep right on sending relief until its
iieutrality is questioned.

The Treasury Department in an official decision
admits Congressmen's mileage is graft. The
income tax regulations hold that allowance for
mileage, except that which is actually paid for
transportation, is subject to tax as income. The
House has already made its usual bluff about elimi-
nating the mileage graft, relying with cpnfidence
on the Senate to reject the proposed change. But
the Senate may decide to rid itself of the stigma
cast upon it by the Treasury Department.

It is announced that the names of those owners
01' property in the L'nion Station Plaza extension
territory, who fail to accept the terms offered them
by the awards commission within the next few
clays, will not be included in the list of appraisals

ent to the President. No doubt the reason they
haven't accepted is they don't want their names to
go to the President. The eight owners of lots
appraised by ihc old commission in excess of $6,000
each have a right to at least aa explanation of why
these awards were all scaled down, while the old
commission's figures were allowed to stand un-
changed in the sixteen cases in the same square in
which the appraisal was below $6,000.

Statistics published in Paris show that 54 per
cent of the French wounded returned to the firing
line before December 12, and that of the remainder,
-- 4 per cent had been given convalescent leaves, 17
per cent were still in hospitals and i'j per cent
had been discharged from the army. Only y, per
cent of the wounded died. These surprising figures,
showing a lower percentage of deaths among the
wounded than in any previous war, not only testify
to the great progress made in surgery and the
efficiency with which the French care for their
wounded, but they prompt the question whether
the most modern war methods and munitions are
as deadly in their effects as those of the past. If
the French ratio is equaled in the other armies
obviously the lack of "cannon fodder" will not
soon bring about the end of the war.

Failing in his attempt to maneuver through the
House legislation to deprive the railroads of a
fair compensation for service rendered the govern-
ment. Representative Moon made a deplorable
spectacle of himself in holding up members of his
party collectively to suspicion before the country.
He was ably seconded by Representative Henry,
and they both managed to evade' every attempt to
compel them to give names and details to sub-

stantiate their charges that railroad influences
shaped the course of House members on the post-offi-

bill. In view of the nature of Mr. Moon's
attack on his own party his boast that "I think
more of my country than I do of the Democratic
party" promises the country no great benefit as
a result of his regard. Of course Mr. Moon can-

not be expected to recognize that the railroads
are a part of the codntry and necessarily identified
with its welfare and property

H.1")

Politic! Situation.
The situation between the President and the T" "",on exp,rca w"" T "- -:

Senate may develop into a pretty kettle of. fish.
The President has nominated sundry and divers

persons to certain offices and has thereby aroused
the antagonism of at least three Senators, all
members of hit) party. The three Senators are
O'Gorman, of New York; Reed, of Missouri, and
Martine, of Xew Jersey. The three nominations
which have caused all the trouble are those of
John D. Lynn to be United States district attor-
ney for the Western district of New York, Ewing
C. Bland to be United States marshal for the
Western district of Missouri, and George Hampton
to be internal revenue collector for the-First dis-

trict of New Jersey. In deference to the wishes of
Senator O'Gorman the nomination of Mr. Lynn
has already been rejected, but the statement is
made that the President will make no further at- -

epta pair tenipt fill the until ad- -
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as a races appointment. His right to do this is
not questioned. If he is determined that Mr.
Lynn shall serve as district attorney he will follow
this course. If he yields and allows Senator
O'Gorman to be master of the situation, the Senate
in general and Mr. O'Gorman in particular will be
thoroughly satisfied. Meanwhile, the fate of Messrs.
Bland and Hampton remains to be decided. The
Senate will probably sustain Mr. Reed and Mr.
Martine, and if this should he done the President
must inevitably come to the conclusion that he
cannot have his own way unless he proposes to
engage in a battle royal. Will he surrender or
fight? In either case the situation will be full of
interest.

The relations of the Senate to the President
and vice versa have always been an interesting
phase of American political history. More than
seventy-fiv- e years ago Daniel Webster, in a me-

morable speech, pointed out the growing power of
the President through the increase of official patron-
age and urged the Senate to check the distribu-
tion of official favors. Since that time the advant-
age enjoyed by the President has materially in-

creased and of late years the Senate has, with rare
exceptions, been subservient to him. This is be-

cause the President is, after all, the dispenser of
patronage, and it behooves the Senators to keep
in his favor. It is not likely, therefore, that the
present session will witness any real fight between
the President and the Senate. The administration
harness may not bear lightly on the shoulders of
tome Senators, but will be worn, all the same.

Cleveland'! Memorable Row wits tat Seaate.
President Wilson is so like President Cleve-

land in many of his characteristics that the present
situation recalls the memorable fight which Cleve
land had with the Senate in 1885-8-

Mr. Cleveland had removed George M. Daskir
from the office of district attorney in the Second
district of Alabama and had nominated John D

Burnett in his stead. The Senate demanded the
reasons for the removal. The Judiciary Committee
asked Attorney General Garland informally for
the papers and he refused to submit them. Then
the Senate adopted a resolution directing him to
send the papers and he replied that he did not con
sider such action compatible with public interest.
1 he Senate naturally became worthy and instruct
ed the Judiciary Committee of which Senator Ed-

munds, of Vermont, was the chairman, to deal with
the question. The majority of the committee pre-

sented an elaborate report asserting the constitu-
tional right of the Senate to control all papers in
the possession of officials and denouncing the At-

torney General. The Democrats on the committee
defended the President, mainly on the ground that
as 95 per cent of the officeholders were Republi-
cans he had a perfect right to turn them out, with
or without excuse. President Cleveland did not,
however, let the matter rest there. He sent a
scooping message to the Senate. He said the
documents in his possession were addressed to him
and were private papers, even though they had
been sent to the Attorney General; that he un-

equivocally disputed the right of the Senate, ex-

cept through an impeachment trial, to review his
acts in connection with the suspension of any
Federal official; and he resented, he said, any
assumption of the right to sit in judgment upon
him in the exercise of the discretion and executive
function "for which I am solely responsible to the
people from whom I have lately received the sacred
trust of office."

The struggle, which lasted through two or three
months, excited widespread attention; but the point
of the story is that before the session ended Bur-

nett was confirmed and the Senate did not get the
papers, either. The President won, as usual.
The Garfield Conklin, Fijht and Others.

No story of great struggles between the Presi-
dent and the Senate would be complete without
reference to the historic contest over the nomina-
tion of William H. Robertson to be collector of
the port of New York. It led, eventually, to the
assassination of President Garfield by Guiteau.

The split of the New York Republicans into the
Stalwart and Liberal factions was manifest in the
convention which nominated Garfield fftr the Pres-
idency. It was supposed to be healed when Chester
A. Arthur was chosen for Vice President and har-
mony seemed assured when Garfield, in his own
handwriting, asked Conkling to come and see him.
Then, out of a clear sky, came the thunderbolt.
Without consulting Vice Prctident Arthur, Post-
master General James or the two New York Sena-
tors, Conkling and Piatt, President Garfield sent to
the Senate the nomination which ousted Edwin A.
Merritt from the collectorship and named Robert-
son in his stead. Senator Conkling at once de-

clared war to the hilt. Garfield would not sur-
render and for more than two months the battle
raged. Then Conkling learned that the nomina
tion was to be favorably reported. He resented
the President's victory and induced Mr. Piatt to
join with him in a twofold resignation. His letter
to the governor charged Garfield with duplicity and
falsehood, and was a bitter arraignment of the
President. His brief announcement to the Senate
that he had resigned, together with an equally
terse note from Mr. Piatt, was read without com-
ment and twenty-fou- r hours later the nomination
was confirmed. The sequel did not come, however,
until Guiteau fired the fatal shot.

Although lacking in dramatic or tragic detail.
the fight of Senator Hill, of New York, over the
nomination of William B. Hornblower to succeed
Associate Justice Blatchford on the bench' of the
United States Supreme Court was full of interest.
It resulted in the rejection of Mr. Hornblower,
this being one of the few cases when a President
did not have his way. Every one will recall, also,
the long fight which Senator Tillman made against
the nomination of William D. Cram, a colored man,
to be collector of the port of Charleston, S. C. In
this instance President Roosevelt did exactly what
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years the fight was continued but Mr. Roosevelt
never yielded and finally had the satisfaction of
seing the Senate bend to hit withes and agree to
the confirmation.
Will Senats Be Indepeide- -t or WUI It Surrender ?

President Wilson has already had one struggle1
with the present Senate over the nomination of a:
member of the Federal Reserve Board and the
fact that he wat beaten in the contest, rBay nerve
the Senate to be still more independent.

Not only did the Garfjeld-Conklrn- g fight de
velop a murderous ihstinct in' 'the degenerate mi ad
of Guiteau, but, it created a rupture in the Repub-- j M

lican party which led to the election of Cleveland
in 1884. Any serious contest between President
Wilson and the Senate may, therefore, be expect-
ed to have its effect upon the political situation.
Already there are murmuring of discontent among
members of the New York delegation in Congress
odB the alleged unpleasant activity of Secretary '

McAdoo in the matter of New York patronage.
The recent overwhelming victory of the Republi-
cans in the State has left the Damocrats in a
more or less angry state of mind, and it is within
their power to make considerable trouble for the
administration. The President, on the one hand,
and the Senate, on the other, 'will have to act with
much tact if they arc to avoid the appearance of
disagreement. They may be able to do so; but the
developments of the past week do not augur well
for the peace and harmony of the future. It may
be that President Wilson's administration is to
add another interesting chapter to the history
already written of notable controversies in which
the President and the Senate were the principal
contenders.

And, it might be remarked in passing, President
Wilson's make-u- p has in it more of iron than of
clay.

A Modest Request.
At a recent gathering of 0 Presbyterian min-

isters in New York City, it was decided to ask
President Wilson, "as a fellow Presbyterian," to
put a stop to the Kuropean war at once. Such a
request, it was argued, coming from these repre-
sentative members of a religious organization in
which the President enjoys the distinction of being
an elder, could not fail to meet with prompt and
satisfactory compliance.

Thus far, the President has not declared his in-

tention in this matter. It is not at all improbable
that he is not so sure of his mediatory power "as
a fellow Presbyterian" as he would like to be.
There is some reason 10 believe that already he
has permitted the impression that he stands ready
to act as peacemaker to go abroad; not "as a fel-

low Presbyterian," however, but simply as the
Chief Executive of the most important neutral na-
tion. Realizing, as he must, that there has been
little disposition on the part of the belligerents to
avail themselves of his kindly readiness, it should
occasion no surprise should he hesitate to test his
peacemaking ability "as a fellow Presbyterian."

Having once decided to make the request, it
would have been only logical for the ministers to
acquaint the President with their method of put-
ting an immediate stop to the war. Clearly, it
cannot be done by moral suasion or by1 any appeal,
however eloquent, to the humanitarian instincts of
the combatants. So powerful and resourceful an
advocate of the moral necessity of peace as the
Roman Pontiff has not yet succeeded in calling off
the dogs of war, and, even "as a fellow Presby
terian," the President could hardly expect to exert
a wider influence than that of the Pope over the
infuriated races now battling on the Kuropean
continent and elsewhere.

Nor is it agreeable to be forced to the conclu
sion that the ministerial gathering meant to sug

arnieH intervenllnn ihe appreclait- expression,w ,,, i
Instituted
hy buffs friendshipkind. urrcsy wuicu oesignea uereal merely tor

taught that sin might be tolerated in order that
grace should abound. Tt might even be
into a practical application of the pernicious doc
trine that the end justifies the means. It is not at
all likely that the ministers meant to invoke the
militant aid of the commander-in-chie- f of the army
and navy of the I'nitcd States. What they really
seemed to was simply that he should exert
his potency "as fellow Presbyterian" to put an
immediate stop to the war.

We shall be interested in the outcome, and, if
it shall prove to be successful, we hope that
President will make use of his possible facility; "as
a fellow Presbyterian" to pacify Mexico.

The Falkland Islands.
The Islands have less thaii j, 100 in- -

tialtitont. inA .1...-- . .....I ...1- ?: ..,.,,.. outtii ineiri
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place naval ruMory because almost as many
men perished in last Tuesday' sea fight as there
are men, women and children in the entire popu-
lation of the group. New York World.

No Place for "Lame Ducks."
The lame ducks of this short session have

peculiar reason for staying away. The great ma-
jority of them stayed in Washington, at the Presi-
dent's behest, from April 15, 1913, until late in
autumn of 1914. It cannot be doubted that practi-
cally all of them attributed their defeat to that fact,
and to their support of all ihe Wilson policies!
They regard Mr. Wilson, now, as a man standing
in rubber hip-boo- ts and in muddy water, with
a decoy horn in his mouth which he has been blow-
ing steadily for nearly two years." They are wiser
ducks than they were. their salaries continu-
ing until March 4, they will nurse their wounds in
hiding and hope for better things. Some of them
may even be capable of going to Washington in
the closing for the purpose of adding to sal
ary mileage at the rate of 20 cents per mile each
way. Lame ducks have been known to travel long
distance in a very few days under such provoca-
tion. Louis Globe-Democr-

Outlook far Coal Export.
Coal exports in so large as a

year ago because has been curtailed in so
many countries. But they ought to increase soon.
England needs pretty much all her coal for her
mighty fleet, and countries that imported
from her must be looking to us for supplies. A
Philadelphia coal company has taken conditional
contract for 250,000 tons for South America, and if
the financial arrangements can be made in London
the order is likely to be quadrupled immediately.
Within recent years we have built up consider-
able coal export business to Canada, Cuba, some
South American ports, and occasionally to Italy
and Egypt. The 'ct that freights to the Mediter-
ranean are generally higher from this country than
from Wales is the only reason we have not got a
good of the South European and Levant trade
away from England. The present situation is favor-
able for greater exports in several directions, but
the dullness of business in South America and
involvement of Egypt in war arc rather
us. Philadelphia Record.

Unimportant If True
By DR.

Woodman, spare not that Christmas tree.

The poor politician we will have with us always.
I

Now would be a good time to buy an electric fan for next summer.

If you don't your note when it is due the bank is mighty apt ta sue.
'-I- -

Some people love to put one over on their enemies, and let it go at that.

Secretary Garrison seems to hope that soft answer will turn away a
exican.

The man who takes himself seriously is often regarded as a joke by
other people.

1

You can see them in the ten-ce- store any day now, trying to find some- -

thing for father.

It must be admitted that Turkey is the foremost apologizer among the
nations of the earth.

I People who advise us not to worry are generally the ones who have
nothing to worry about.

Some lawyers will have to hunt some other means of a livelihood when
the Thaw case is settled.

That Ohio farmer who has been married seven times it certainly wedded
to the idea of matrimony.

The discovery of the new gold field in Colorado means, we fear, another
increase in the cost of living.

I

The man who warned the not to sell him
l:quor is in a class all by himself.

It was a man in a Southern town who exclaimed: "If there is no hell,
please tell me where business went."

Still, we think those Arizona people ought to have known better than to
build a town so close to the Mexican border.

: -
It is winding up just as we it would. People arc now paying

to dance the new danco ior them.

The finest example of jumping from the frying pan into the fire that we
have ever seen was when the Mexicans banished I'orfirio Diaz.

THE OPEN FORUM.
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of "Freshmen" Suffragists to

Defeat Members of Congress.
Editor of The Washington Herald:

Apropos of tha reient In The
Herald. "The Tasslng of the Boy oil."
by the suffragists, saying that the boy-

cott is not the 'legal Unxuage of the
courts;" and that "the Ameri
whether in politics r bust
stubborn to b coerced." may be added

Lihat if ther doubt of the
cfailure of the "freshmen" of thtr Con
gressional t'nion. who atlempted to d
feat Democratic member for Congress
In the States where women have Ihe
vote, tetters now received from
members of the Senate and the llous-o- f

Representatives, would establish the
I fact.

These communication are in reply to
letters from the D. W. 8. A., sent
with congratulations and kindly expres-
sions of recognition of the loyal services
of these officials on behalf of the en-

franchisement of women, a a appreciated
by the in" the move-men- t.
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TO CHRISTMAS
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Look far ear labal "Family Saoe Store" when you bay jhoei.

Choose Shoes,
SLIPPERS, or

HOSIERY
There is nothing more practical, use-

ful, or acceptable.

GIFTS FOR MEN.

Fine Opera Slippers, tn genuine alligator, seal, tan, sue-J-
, I3.00

and $3.50.
Tan and Black Kid Rotneos hand-turne- d soles. $3.00 and $3.50.
Tan and Black Kid Opera and Kvrrctts, $3.50 and $2.00.
Tan and Black Kid Romeos, Everett! and Operas, $1.50.
Other style Opera and Everetts, $1.00 a pair.

GIFTS FOR WOMEN.
Satin Slippers: all colors; high or low heels, from $1.50 up.
Ballet and Dancing Slippers, Kid Strap Slippers; latest styles,

$3.50, (9.00 and $1.50.
Felt Juliets, 95c.
Felt House Slippers, 35c and Ji.oo.
Comfy Slippers; all colors; $1.00 and $1.50.
Crochet Slippers, in a variety of colors and combinations, $1.00.

GIFTS FOR CHILDREN.
Red and Blue Felt Juliets and Slippers, $1.00 and 75c.
"Dutch Kid" and Rabbitt Picture Felt House Slippers; i:i assorted

color. Packed in special fancy boxes, $1.00.
White Buck Button Boots.
Patent Leather Button Boots with white calf tops, all sizes.

WHY NOT GIVE HOSIERY?
Pure Thread Silk Hosiery for ladyl Silk Hosiery for lady or gantla-o- r

gentleman, any color. In Christ-- 1 man, any color,
mas box

56c Pair. 25c ?ur- -

Four pairs in Xmas box makes a
Two paira make a nlca rift. I nice

STRASBURGER'S

FAMILY SHOE STORE
A SHOES AND HOSIERY

Jos. Strobtvger Co. 310-31- 2 7th St N. W.


