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there going to tea Qlbaon Girl, therSecond?
Are the newspapers and maga-

zines of the land going to be filled
again with another glorious and fascinat-
ing type of feminine loveliness as they
were a few yean ago with the Gibson
Girl, the First? And furthermore, are the
Ave famously beautiful Langhorne sisters,
the champion heart-breakin- g family of
America, about to bloom forth again in
the second generation?

Maybe so and maybe not. But at any
rate the presentation to New York so-

ciety of the Gibson Girl, the Second, who
at the same time Is the only real, flesh
and blood Gibson girl, gives rise to all
these questions.

She is Miss Irene Gibson, and young
and handsome, straight of back and
lithe of figure, she Is the irresistible,
sunny-hearte-d American girl and true to
the type Immortalized by her father.
Moreover, she Is the perfect picture of her
mother, who was once the lovely Miss
Irene Langhorne, famed far and wide for
her beauty and tho original model for the
Gibson girl.

The social world of New York which
Is unfolding to Miua Gibson Is for her a
wonderful place. Tho Gibsons move In
the best of society and their social con-

nections through relationship and mar-
riage are of the highest. So by teas, by
balls, receptions and operas and all the
other ponderous machinery of society the
handsome Gibson Girl, the Second, Is be-

ing propelled through the "season" and
Is charming all who come in contact with
her.

"But I am not of any Importance, you
know," she smiles upon all those who
surround her. "And as far as the news-
papers go I am really of no consequence
whatever. It's father that Is Important.
And I'm not 'the Gibson girl,' as Bome
people think. It is sweet of folks to
think so, but it really was mother, you
know.

"Don't you think of a tall, regal girl in
black, with a lovely head and a long,
slender throat that makes your eyes fair-
ly ache with envy when you think of 'the
Gibson girl"? Well about tho time that
girl appeared I was a little baby rock-
ing in a cradle under a pink shaded lamp.
So you see it was mother, after all."

So here she is. this tall, level-eye- d,

athletic girl, gifted with an unconscious
grace and a polsa that Is characteristical-
ly American, this beautiful descendant of
the beautiful Langhornesof Virginia,
making her bow to the world and pos-
sibly (thrilling tho heart or some young

" artist who may in the years to come
make her type as famous as her father
made the Langhorne type.

For It is actually the Langhorne girl
and not the Gibson girl. Gibson did the
pen and ink drawing, but it was the
Langhorne sisters, of Virginia, who fur-
nished the models, particularly Miss
Irene Langhorne. who became Gibson's

--wife. Mrs. Phylfls Langhorne Brooksr
who recently inherited $300,000 from
Captain tjie Honorable George Henry
Douglas-Tennan- C of the .. Grenadier
Guards, when he was killed recently In
battle and after she had divorced her
husband a year ago, was another of his
models" who appears frequently as the
"Gibson Girl."

Perhaps no other five sisters in the
world wcro born with such striking
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beauty, grew to such lovely womanhood,
commanded so much attention and broke
so many hearts as did these five Lang-
horne sisters.

Elizabeth, Irene, Nannie. Phyllis and
Nora, all have married well, all married
into wealth and all left behind them
scores of suitors who had hoped in vain.

With the marriag of Nora Langhorne
to Paul Phipps. London architect, the
youngest of this family of American
beauties pasted from the home of her
father. Colonel Chiswcll Dabney Lang-born- e,

of Charlottesville, Vn.
There was unending speculation In

social circles over the matrimonial pros-
pects' of this fifth beautiful daughter of
the Lanshcrne family. Her debut was
one of the most brilliant events of the
New York season. Her two sisters. Mrs.
Kegfnald Brooks and Mrs. William Wal-
dorf Astor, who came over from London
expressly to inaugurate her career, haJ
charge of lbe,arrangements.

Owing to a 'death in the family the
ceremonies were'quiet,. but marked by a
great deal vof. 'distinction. .Later,. Miss
Langhorne, went.abroad" with Mrs. Astor
and .was formally presented to English
society.

Having, had a prince of the royal
blood, no other than "Prince Francis ot

' Teck, following at her heels wherever she
went in English society, the selection' by
her ot a .comparatively unknown'' man
came as very much"' bL'a surprise to' peo-
ple who followed' 'the. brilliant careers
of the Langhorne-family.- 1 - ,.--
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cesses of her four sisters it had al-
ways been predicted that the youngest
would make the most brilliant match ot
nil. With the Prince of Teck for a suitor
fashion seemed to have plenty of con-
firmation for its attitude.

With the debut of Elizabeth Lang-
horne. the eldest of the sisters, nearly
twenty years ngo, the name of the five
sisters has become synonymous with a
glorious American loveliness. And then
aboiit the time Charles Dana Gibson
came forward with his black and white
study of American loveliness, the Lang-
horne family, came most decidedly before
public notice, for it was no secret that
the inspiration for Gibson's sketches was
Miss Irene Langhorne.

In the meantime the marriage of Miss
Elizabeth Langhorne to T. Moncnre
Perkins took place. He came of an old,
conspicuous Virginia family which en-
joyed long and well established rela-
tions with the society of Philadelphia
and Now. York.

Three years later came the marriage
of Irene Langhorne and Charles Dana
Gibson. By this time the Langhorne
family was famous throughout the
United --States. The Langhorne girls were
invited everywhere. Everybody was glad
to entertain them, and their charm, splen-
did beauty and breeding attracted num-
berless suitors.

The third. Langhorne girl. Miss Nan-
nie, was blessed with a piquant, patri-
cian loveliness, as well as a vivacity of
temperament, which mado her one of
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the most striking of debutantes about
eighteen years ago. Of all the admirers
who pursued her the most picturesque
was Robert Gould Shaw, member ot the
well-know- n Boston family, a young man
who played polo well enough to secure
him a ranking nine out of a possible ten
and a placo on Uio American team. He
was a Harvard graduate, a handsome
young fellow, had plenty of money and
an assured social position on two hem-
ispheres. Society had a great deal to
talk about wheu the engagement of Miss
Nannie to Robert Gould Shaw was an-
nounced. They had a notable wedding
in Charlottesville In 1897 and went to
live in Boston.

But after n child was born to them
they disagreed and Mrs. Shaw obtained
n divorce and went back to Virginia.
When she returned to New York and
Newport she was again beset-wi- th suit-
ors and the air was thick with rumors
of her engagement to this and that pos-

sessor of social position and wealth.
In 190G she went over to London for

what bociety there calls "the season"
April, May and June. Young William
Waldorf Astor, son of Waldorf Astor, ot
Cliveden, fell In love with her Immedi-
ately, and their engagement created a
huge sensation. The marriage took
placo in August, 190G, and was a most
brilliant event. Two years later a son
was born to them.

The fourth beautiful Langhorne girl
was Miss Phyllis, whose debut In New
York and Newport society about four-
teen j ears ago was awaited with as much
interest as that of Miss Nora's. Her ca-

reer as a debutant.? was cut short, how-
ever, by tho appearance of Reginald
Brooks in the list of suitors. He had
unlimited means, a perfectly established
position in society, and good looks. Miss
Phyllis LAnghorne became Mrs. Reginald
Brooks, and is today one of the most
beautiful younger matrons in New York.

It wa3 under the dual chaperonagc of
Mrs. Brooks and Mrs. Astor that Miss
Nora Langhorne enjoyed her first social
honors In New York.

One of the first families of Virginia

Soft and Gay
HEY even went down Into thoT tombs of Egypt of the third to

seventh centuries to get silk
costumes for the first national

silk convention ever held In the United
States. Tho silks .were brought to-

gether at Paterson, N. J., recently, and
coming from all lands and being of all
hues they' literally swept spectators oft
their feet.

Tho Egyptian silks were worn and
scarred looking but they were not so
grow-som- e us might bo imagined. In-

deed there watr bomcthing picturesque In
digging up from the graves of the first
art country the beginnings of one of the
greatest arts and industries of today,
thafof the textiles.

Tho garments themselves were not
half bad. It was the days of simple cut
and long trimming effects, stripes and
medallions. The medallions came just
over the knees as If in protection in time
of menial work or prayer.

Startllngly beautiful were the pieces
of silk that had been brought together,
the wonderful and rare and exquisite
things that bad been borrowed from the
museums and collectors of the country,
up through Rome and Persia and Turkey,
and France and Italy and Spain and
England and the farthest east showing
the growth of civilization and ot art as
well as of the magical weaving of tex-
tures, and bringing together the colors
and the designs which always have,
differentiated the nations of the earth.

The brightest colors blent together
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the Langhornes have been for many gen-
erations, but It was really not until the
marriage ot Irene Langhorne to Charles
Dana Gibson that these beautiful daugh-
ters became known to society at large
and to tho public. That was about twen-
ty years ago. Miss Langhorne had gono
to New York to live and make a visit
among her relatives. She was cordial-
ly received by society. In 1899 she led
the Patriarchs' ball and it was pretty
well agreed that there was no more beau-
tiful woman at this assembly. To the
charm of her beauty Miss Langhorne
added fine breeding and intelligence.

Charles Dana Gibson, who at this time
was just coming prominently before the
public with his Illustrations in the week-
lies and in books, met Miss Langhorne at
White Sulphur Springs and promptly fell
in lovo with her. Somewhat like the
type of American girl whom he was cre-
ating was Miss Langhorne. with her dark
eyes, slight droop of the mouth, clear
complexion and splendid figure.

Their wedding took place in Rich-
mond in November, 1893, and was a no-
table event. Miss Langhornc's sisters.
Miss Phyllis and Miss Nannie, tiere
among the bridesmaids. Anion:; the
ushers was Richard Harding Da'Us, the
novelist, whose books the bridegroom
had Illustrated.

Following their marriage, the Gibsons
fettled down quietly in New York. For a
long time, it is said. Miss Gibson de-
clined invitations to go about on the
ground that she could not afford the ex-
pense of an actual social existence.
Moreover, she was thoroughly bound up
in her husband's ambitions and in the
little family that presently came. Her
popularity, however, never diminished,
and when greater means had come to
her husband she took up the threads of
society again with undiminished pres-
tige.

Of Mrs. Gibson somebody said a few
years ago:

"She has not a yacht; she has no villa
at Newport, she lives in an apartment on
Fifth ave. instead of in a mansion; she
is not a millionairess in her own right;

make gray, and gray is the neutral
color, and the spectators were glad as
they looked at the odd and bright and
luminous old colors in the rooms of the
Patefson city hall that, just for a little
while, they did not have to be even
neutral, but could take with great joy
the gifts of all the countries, to make
greater the art of their own.

Lyons, the silk city of France, has a
Musee des Tissus, the outgrowth ot a
movement started fifty years ago by its
Chamber ot Commerce to collect exam-
ples of the textiles of all times and keep
them together where their designs and
technique would be on hand to help in
the silk work of France. Just such an
exhibit as that was this one in Paterson,
silk city of the United States. Perhaps
in time the United States will have
its own Musee des Tlssns, Its own great
concentrated collection, of the best In the
textile art, its own field of immediate
research in the development of the work
in this country.

Loom weaving, beginning In Egypt as
early as 3400 B. C. Is the especial
branch of textile developed. Carpets
and laces were little represented, al-
though the very beginnings of lace-maki- ng

are in the loom-wor- k of the
"Egyptians, as well as the beginnings of
velvet, the loops at that time uncut. R.
A. Meyer-RIefstah- l, the director, says:

"The history of textile art la nothing
but the study ot the Influences of one
textile style upon another. The Sassan-ia-ns

take up tho old Persian tradition;
the Alexandrian manufacturers copy the
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she Is fond of her children and gives
them her personal care. She owns no
box at the opera; she does not import
her gowns: she isn't spectacular; she
does not go out without Mr. Gibson. Yet
Mrs. Gibson is the rage."

That she has been the inspiration for
many of her artist husband's most fa-
mous black and white sketches has been
no secret from the time he became her
suitor. Last summer Gibson said to an
interviewer:

"I was surprised the other day. In
looking over some old drawings, to seo
how often I had sketched my wife how
her face and poise and gestures had
crept into my work. Very often It Is
unconscious, and not until I get some-
what away from my drawings mentally
do I notice the resemblance."

Although Gibson is noncommittal on
3the subject, it Is also said that the model

for many ot his most appealing studies
of the ounger American girl types had
been Miss Nora Langhorne. plain MUs
Langhorne, as she came to be called
when her sisters took other names. Sho
has the same fresh, exhilarating loveli-
ness which was tho possession of her sis-
ters in their teens. In some other rep-
resentations of tho American woman,
people who aro ncquaintcd nith the
I.aiighorae girls profess to see many of
the qualities of Mrs. William Waldorf
Astor. Her nearest Gibson prototype Is
the piquant, but always patrician, young
woman.

Tho father of this family of American
graces. Colonel Chiswell Langhorne, is

supposed to have suggested
the fine southern type whom Gibson Is
fond of drawing. A mighty distinguished
gentleman ot the old school Is the first
citizen of Charlottesville, a veteran of
the Confederate army, a presiding off-
icer at all important meetings In Albe-
marle county, an orator of dignity and
charm, above all things else famous to-

day as the father of the most beautiful
American family of this generation.

Sassanians; the Byzantine weavers"copy
the Alexandrians and the Sassanian, the
looms of western Europe are under the
influence of the Byzantines. In modern
times the Lyonese silk Industry takes up
the patterns of the late Italian Renais-
sance and develops them in a personal
way, and tho textile industry or our
modern times is deeply indebted to the
models of Lyons. Each generation takes
up the tradition of the past and adding
something ot Its own individuality, cre-
ates something new."

And tbH influence, this unending chain
Is very apparent throughout, although
peThaps not as apparent as the "own In-

dividuality" of the new generation and
country.

For instance, in the Italian corner
there wefcdeclded oriental motifs on
the brocades and the silks, for It was
there during the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries that a lively commerce was
going on between Venice. Genoa and
Pisa and the nearer orient. But it is
not these motifs and details which strike
the eye at once, but the color and the)
general feeling of the pieces of work.

After the terra cottas and the- - rigid,
sculpturesque decorations of the Egyp-
tian things came Saracenic and early me-
dieval textiles, the warm-tone- d rich,
Italian and Spanish work, the English,
ecclesiastical embroideries, and the
French costumes ot the eighteenth cen-
tury, stiff with 'brocade, full ot skirt,
long of basqne, in dainty and delicious
colors mixed all (ally torethtr la tk
same material

Were First --Egyptian Silks


