
Drums of Death Gas Under
Shell Fire Give Thrills

to U. S. Crew.
Paris..A poison ship is the strang¬

est vessel that has come out of
America to help beat the Hun. The
tale of its voyage of thrills has com*
from an American naval base at a
French port.
Several thousand huge steel drums,

containing gallons of the most deadly
poison gas ever made, were on board.
The drums of death held enough

poison gas to kill the whole German
army.
What if a torpedo struck the ship

or a submarine's shell ripped a hole
tn one of those drums? The imagina¬
tion cracks under the strain.
So on board the poison ship there

was a gas mask drill daily. Thou¬
sands of miles from the trenches, in
the midst of the ocean, there was
the strange sight of a gas mask drill.
Every member of the crew and

every officer had been taught how to
sling the flat bag over the shoulder;
how to snatch it around and hook it
under the -chin at the first warning
of danger; how to snap the "clothes¬
pin" closing both nostrils how to
the mouthpiece between the teeth,
and how to breathe through the tube.

Then Tomes Danger.
They had a drill like that three times

a day And on the tenth day there
was engine trouble and the poison
ship had to drop behind. Then, Just
at the end of the evening gas mask
drill, came a submarine. 9.000 yards
astern!
The poison ship was limping along

at six or seven knots, and the U-boat
was coming to the surface and man¬
ning its guns. The captain of the
poison ship shouted orders to open
fire with the stern gun. to S. O. S.
for help and to tell the chief engineer
the crippled engines would have to
respond immediately or the poison
ship was done for.
Shots fell astern. The submarine

was gaining Shells came whining
nearer. And the shots from the de-
ferse guns were falling short.
Then came wireless word that a de¬

stroyer. just over the horizon, was
speeding to the rescue. Every man
on the poison ship had his gas mask
hooked under his chin, in the "alerte"
position. And every one was praying
that no German shell would dent one
of the drums of death.

Engine;* Rename Dnty.
Suddenly a miracle happened. The

r'arboard engines came to life! The
poison ship shot ahead. From seven
knots she jumped to ten and to
e'even and to twelve.

It was just in time. Shells from
.he aprpoac-iing submarine were fall¬
ing only twenty yards astern. In an¬
other ftvf minutes they would have
been rattling among the drums of
4eath.

It was a race now betwen the
poison ship and the U-boat. For fif¬
teen minutes' it was a dead heat, the
shells of the poison ship's stern gun
and of the U-boat just barely miss¬
ing the respective targets. Then the
smoke smudge of a destroyer ap¬
peared on the horizon. The destroyer
was streaking to the poison ship's aid
at thirty knots an hour. And she
came just in time; too late, though,
to get the submerging U-boat.

HOOVER TAKING UP
CHILDS INVESTIGATION
NVw York. Oct. 25. Inability of

State food administrators to cope with
the increasing prices of food at
Childs' restaurants has led to a per¬
sonal investigation by the National
ood Administrator, it was learned to¬
day. Many complaints of exorbitant
prices and reduced portions have been
received, it is said. The r*hilds Com¬
pany will be asked to explain why
a 5-cent charge for bread and but¬
ter continues in effect despite the
government's r rotest.
o**l Administrator Williams, of New

York sakl today:
"Mr. froover has taken over the

Childs investigation because it is a
Federal and not a local matter. I
understand that through an officer
of the administration in Washington

is niakin ^thorough inquiry into
.he financial affairs of the company."

Three Planes Will Soar
Over Water Front*Here
After Dark This P. M.

Washington, which has long since
become accustomed to the whirr of
airplane motors overhead at all
times of the day. is to have the
novel experience this evei *ng o*
witnessing an exhibition of airplane
maneuvers by night.
As soon as night falls three ex¬

perienced airmen from Ellington
Field. Texas, the largest bombing
school, will fly over th« water
fronts of the city, it was announced
yesterday by the War Department.
The planes will be made visible

by their night flying lights, on tios
of wings tail, and by ihe play
of searchlights which for months
have swept the Capital's skies m
enemy airplane seeching practice.
Flares of 2S.OCO candle power,

floated on parachutes, will l»e
^dropped by the fliers in illustration
of bombing methods.
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Every man has an excuse for hisfailure* to make good, but how manyknow that possibly their poor visionis the real reason for failure.
Important matters kept in the

dark for years often come to light.when the proper glasses are worn.Our specialist of la years practice detutes bia
entire time to this one branch exclusively.

QUALITY OPTICAL CO.
438 Ninth Street N. W.
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CHURCH NOTICES.
BAPTIST.

Centennial Baptist Church. Seventh and I
streets northeast. Member® and others can usethe building Sunday, October 27, for prayer andmeditation, 11 a. m. and 9 p. m. Hand orsend envelopes to deacooa.

r itr]>n ¦ lr<KlA.>.

N. Y. Aye. Presbyterian Church
N. Y. Awe., 13th and H St». . |DR. WALLACE UiUCUie'E, I'aitor.

Open every day fee prayer and meditationtrot* f L at. UeLL 6 p. m.
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sent to the factories to study the
guns as they were being built. A
special unit of bluejackets also studied
the art of track-laying, track-repair¬
ing and other essentials of railroad¬
ing necessary to the operation of
the guns.
The first party of officers and men

arrived in Frnnce .1 un* On ' i«v.»

20 work of unloading the first ship¬
ment of material at a French port
was be;-TUii. 11.

ready to go into :i«- icr i'1 " u
but it was not until September 1$
that the order came to fire the first
gun. it has continued in uct:v«_ op¬
eration ever since.

RITES YESTERDAY"
FOR JAMES HOBAN

Funeral service for James Hoban.
a lawyer of this city, who died at
his home. 717 Euclid street north¬
west, on Wednesday. were held
from his residence yesterday.

Mr. Hoban was a lifelong resi¬
dent of Washington, having been
born here seventy-eight years ago.
For a period of forty years prior to
his death, Mr. Hoban had practiced
law here. His grandfather, of the
same nam?, was an architect and
builder of the White House and su¬
perintendent of the Capitol Build¬
ing. His father was district attor¬
ney here during Polk's administra¬
tion.

Mr. Hoban is survived by a
daughter and two step children.

Eliza Edith Trevor was fin^d at
Lincoln. England, $5 foor sending
"¦n,ches by mail to her soldier son.
son.

CZARINA'S TREACHERY
COST KITCHENER LIFE

Told Kaiser of Proposed Trip Over
Private Wire to Potsdam.

New York, Oct. 25..The Czarina
had a private wire leading from
her apartment in the winter palace
at Petrograd to Potsdam, over
which the German government was
apprised of the allied plans :<o far
as they were revealed to llussia, it
was declared tonight by Commis¬
sioner Henry W. Mapp. head of the
Salvation Army in Russia, in the
course of an address at the Salma¬
gundi Club.
The Kaiser was fully acquainted

with the proposed sailing of L*>rd
Kitchener through the treachery of
the Czarina, said Mr. Mapp. who
said she wired all details of Kit¬
chener's proposed visit to Russia to
the German Emperor directly after
learning them.
"The Czarina was the great force

in Russia." said Commissioner Mapp.
"The Kaiser controlled Russia. The
corruption, treachery and intrigue
of the Russian court was terrible.
The treachery of the former Em¬
press was directly responsible for
the death of Lord Kitchener."

Wagon Driver Injured.
J. R. Cole, 52 years of age. of 202«.» M

street northwest, was severely injured
yesterday when a horse he was driv¬
ing on Ellieott street northwest be¬
came frightened and ran away. The
horse, which took fright at -i motor¬
cycle, overturned the wagon, throw¬
ing Cole to the ground. He was

placed in Dr. A. W. Chappelle'.* au'o-
mobile and removed to *he llmt r-

gency Hospital, where it was <i Cov¬
ered that he was suffnin.? from in¬
ternal injuries and cuts n The head
and body.

COME NEAR BLOWS
IN THE REICHSTAG
OVER PEACE ISSUE

CONTINUED FUOM PAGE ONE.

day. The right of the Poles of Prus¬
sia. to independence was asserted by
Deputy St.vchel who said:
"The formula 'every ground where

the (Jerman stake Mas struck is Ger¬
man ground* must be put aside. Wil¬
son is humanity's benefactor anr is
moved by the strongest feelings of
justice. German Poland has been so
administered as to prevent Poles from
living there in comfort."
Deputy Hansen, a Dane, declared

in his address:
"The chancellor said he wanted a

peace of right and conciliation. As
a representative of the Danish popu¬
lation, and In the name of right and
justice, I request the execution of
the Prague treaty, and I propose that
the northern Slesvig question should
be finally settled on the basis of the
freh disposal of peoples when peace
is made."
Deputy Ricklin, the Alsatian, de¬

clared that Germany's acceptance of
the President's fourteen terms mad#1
Alsace-Lorraine an international
question. Complete autonomy, he de¬
clared. would, not now suffice.

Elevator Mao Breaks Leg.
Chase II, Nicholls, 2104 M street

northwest, accidentally fell down an
elevator shaft yesterday in the new
building of the Bureau of War Risk
Insurance at Vermont avenue and H
street northwest and sustained a frac¬
ture of the right leg and minor in-

ijuries. Nicholls only 'ell o/ie story.
He was removed to .he Emergency
Hospital.

Holding marriage a public duty,
the London petrol controller has
sanctioned use of motor cars for
wedding parties.
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A. 8. Doniphan,
717 Kim ¦Urtet.Alexandria, Va.. Oct. 25..Now that

the epidemic of influenza her© is on
the wane and the death rate aa a re¬
sult has been reduced to a minimum,
it is expected that the ban prohibiting
churches, moving picture establish¬
ments and schools from opening dur¬
ing its prevalence will be lifted the
week of November 3, on which date
the churches will be formally re¬
opened after being closed for a period
of a month.

Dr. H. C. Robles. special State
health officer of the United States
Public Health Service, is well pleased j.with the situation here, and he de-
clared today that the death rate here 1
is far lower than many other cities in
the State of Virginia based on the
population.
Only one death occurred In this city

during the past twenty-four hours as
a result of the epidemic of influenza,
This is the lowest death rate since
the epidemic started here several
weeks ago.

Deeds of transfer today were
placed on record in the ofllce of the
clerk of the Corporation Court for
the following pieces of property:
Stasius Meade and others to Rich-
ard B. Washington, a house and 6.07 .

acres at South Braddock.
Mrs. Bertha E. Feldenhelmer and

others to Earl W. Saum, a lot on
the east side of Payne street be-1
tween Cameron and Queen streets. )
Ernest L. Herbert to Joseph

Prather. a house and lot on the
east side of Pitt street between |Wilkes and Gibbon streets.

Additional contributions amount¬
ing to $138 have been received by
the influenza committee. This
makes a grand total of approxi-
mately $5,700 collected thus far by
this committee. The funds are be¬
ing used to stamp out the epidemic
of influenza in this city.

A game of football is scheduled
to be played at 2:30 o'clock Sunday
afternoon on the grounds of the jVirginia Shipbuilding Company's
t>lant between the 217th Engineers,
Tamp A. A. Humphreys, and the
Army Medical School, of Washing¬
ton. Both teams are about evenly
matched and a good game is ex-
pected.

Ellwood Finch, this city, is
among those reported seriously
wounded in the casualty list from
overseas published today.

Augustine Draper. 36 years old,
of Waterford, Ireland, died yester-j[day at Featherstone Farms, and his
funeral took place this afternoon
from Demaine's mortuary chapel,
Rev. Louis Smet, pastor of St.
Mary's Catholic church, officiating,

Landon Brent Morgan, five years
old. son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward S.
Morgan, of 123 South Pitt street,
idicd yesterday of pneumonia at the]
temporary hospital in the Westmin-
ster building.

j The funeral of Mrs. Alice P. Wei-
jdon, who died in Huntington, W.I
Va., will take place at 3 o'clock Sat¬
urday from Wheatley's mortuary
chapel*.
The funeral of William James

Hunt, 20 months old, son of Mr.jand Mrs. W. J. Hunt. Congress!Heights, D. C., will take place at'3:30 o'clock Sunday afternoon from
the residence of Mr. and Mrs. John
Kerns, 705 Pendleton street.

HELD FOR HUSBAND'S DEATH.
Rosie Brown, alias Rosie Williams,

j colored, was held responsible yester-day by a coroner's jury for the death
of James Williams, also colored, her
alleged common-law husband. She1
will be held for the grand Jury.
Williams died Thursday at the Cas-

ualtv Hospital from four stab wounds,which the police say were inflicted by
the woman in a quarrel at the house
on Rhode Island avenue northwest,
where Williams was employed.

Uncle Sam's Big Foreign Loans.
The largest asset of the United

States Treasury is what our asso-
ciates in the war owe us. Credits
for more than $7,098,000,000 have
been established, exceeding by 100
per cent all the gold and silver and
other valuables held in the Treasury.
We have not stinted in advancing
them money to spend in the war
against Germany, but have been
limited only by their necessities.
It was generous, but it was also
prudent, for it was one of the ways
of making our national strength!1 register against the enemy. The,
vital fact was that the money must
be furnished as it was needed.
That fact remains unchanged, and
the time has not been reached when Jthe country is ready to listen to
faultfinding with the way the money
was turned over to our fighting
comrades. If it had been necessary!
we would have given it readily.
The original war finance bill

specified that the sums set aside
for the use of the allies should be
used in purchasing their bonds. It

j soon became apparent, however,!
that this procedure involved dan-
gerous delay in opening our re-
sources to their armies. An amend-
ment was put through by Secre-
tary McAdoo authorizing short-time
loans, and practically all of the ob¬
ligations from the allies are in the;
form of demand notes, bearing in-
terest at the liberty bond rates.
Interest is being paid on them at
the rate of $10,000,000 monthly and
in a year it will be $40,000,000
monthly. The diplomatic notes are

accepted by the Treasury Depart-! ment on assurance from the State
Department as to the authority of
the representatives of the borrow-
jng governments to execute the ob¬
ligations. Representative Sloan of
Nebraska, who recently criticized
the manner in which these loans
had been made, really has but lit-
tie cause for worry. Victory will
make these obligations the greatest
asset of our Treasury. Whether
they stand as bonds or "diplomatic
obligations." they will be soundly
underwritten by triumph in the
field. Our foreign loans are one

division of what is popularly called
the "cost of the war" that will take
care of its own refunding..Thomas
F. Logan, in Leslie's.

Saving $18,000,000
Vindicators of the Railroad Ad¬

ministration find their best sub¬
stantiation in the record made by
the eastern region, which is in
charge of A. H. Smith, former pres¬
ident of the New York Central. Mr.
Smith knows the job of trainmen
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DR. HALE Liboralorx, 11 E. Walker St..l.Y.

Now Is the Time to Purchase
ORIENTAL RUGS

Good Specimens Are Becoming Scarcer Every Day
Even with the cessation of hostilities, it will take a long tune for the

weavers of the Near East to catch up with the demand for Persian and Turk¬
ish Rugs.the weaving of which practically ceased when the warring nations
commenced battling on those historic fields.

We, therefore, suggest the advisability of purchasing not only Persian
and Turkish Rugs, but Chinese Rugs.for China, too, ts not sending her usual
quota of Rugs to this country.before the inevitable increase in the prices of
these beautiful Floor Coverings occurs.

Right now we are offering some

Exceptionally Good Values.Particularly
in the Smaller Sizes

The variety of weaves, designs and colorings is unusually attractive.

The Quaint Rugs of the Navajo Indians
With their bold colors, these hand-woven examples of Indian art will add

a pleasing touch of novelty wherever used. They are not only serviceable
Rugs, but make excellent Blankets for the man, woman or child who is the for¬
tunate possessor of a Sleeping Porch. Moderate in price.

1 508 H Street N.W Telephone
M.in

as well as he does that of road
president, for he has held both Jobs.
In combining: all the roads of the
east into on© system, he applied a
practical experience that has
proved a big asset to the Govern¬
ment. It is estimated that the pool-
in? of transportation facilities in
this region alone wll effect an an¬
nual saving of more than $18,000,-
000. That is possibly a conserva¬
tive estimate, but it certainly does
not represent the value of the im-
provements made in expediting the
movement of troops and. supplies.
It would be foolhardy to attempt
an estimate of the war value of
these changes..Thomas F. Logan,
in Leslie's.

Taxes That Limit Production.
No war tax should weaken the

war strength of the nation. That'
is a truism that needs only to be
heard to be accepted. It should
constantly be borne in mind by the
framers of our tax law. That this!
has not been true in regard to ail;
of our war levies is due to a multi-

pliqity of reuons, tome of them
political and others originating la
the confusing complexity that mir-
rounds all efforts to deal with in¬
comes. The most Illuminating' case
of the disregard of this sound fund-
amental of taxation is found in the
application of income and excess'
profits taxes to the oil industry.]
The ways and means committee was
guilty of a most harmful confusion
of invested capital with the Income
of the oil coacerns. It completely
ignored the fact that oil welle
drilled at great cost are frequently
exhausted at the end of two or three
/years. Representative Uuddleston
gave this illustration of the pos-
sible working of the tax proposed
by tbe ways and means committee:
An oil well is drilled at a cost of
150.000. During the first year It
produces $25,000 in oil- During the
second year it produces $5,000, and
the next year becomes dry. The
producer or investor is allowed to
deduct from his groes earnings only
I4.16C.67. leaving a taxable earning
of $20,833.93 for the first year. The

.o-caUcd earning is re*Jly a part of
bis capital returned to him and Lh»*
actual earnings can not begin un¬
til he has gotten his capital back.
Until that period has been reached,
the tax is really laid upon his capi¬
tal. not upon his income. M«>n fa¬
miliar with the oil Industry de¬
clare that adoption of the new tax
law without clarification of the In¬
come-tax provision in this respect
will sound the death knell to pro*-
pecting and investment in new
sources of oil supply.a bad thing
to happen in war time..Thomas F.
Logan, in Leslie's.

Germany* gross debt, peace and
war. is $34,000,000,000, or 4i per cent of
her wealth; England's, jiu.ooo.onroor,
or 45 per cent of her wealth; Italy's.
S.OOO.000.000. or 46 per cent of her
wealth; the United States'. J1<\000.-
000,000. or 4 per cent of her wealth.
Even with the Fourth Liberty Loan
r|6.000,000.000) added, our percentage
woukl be only & per cent. To match
what Australia and Canada have
done this country should raise S30.-
000,000.000. Let the people think!

Pennsylvania
Avenue ^aks Sc (Enmpmuj Seventh

Street

ATempting
Price for
Tempting
Value s
On the Economy

Floor today will be
offered a lot of Men's
Suits.every one of
which is an excep¬
tionally good value.
The variety is

wide, offering plenty
of opportunity for
choice.to the young
men who want the
smart models and
patterns; and for the
c o n s e rvative men
who prefer the
quieter effects.

All sizes; capably
made.

17.50
Men's Striped Worsted

Pant*; neat patterns. All
sizes. QCSpecial fO.yO


