
THE EYENINQ STAR.
rUBLIBHH) DAILY, EXOSPT STJHDAY.tiaiaau Ofle* 11th Stmt 111 Ptnnaylranin Ann*.
The Brtning Star N«w«p*per Company,

a. I. KAUFFIANM, President
lf« Ttrk Offlct: Triton* Building.

OkiMf» Gfloe: Tribune Bailiing.
The Pining Star l« itrted to aohaeribore In the

city few carrWe, "O their own account, at 10 cent*
per week. or 44 centa per month. C<inlea at the
ronnter 2 centa each By mall-anywhere In the u.
B. or Canada-poetage prepaid 60 centa per
Saturday Star, 32 paree. »1 per year; with tor-

elrn po*tar* »cl(W<l i* no.
_ _

(Kntered at the I'nat Office at Washington, D.
.a second class mall matter.)
rr All man enhecrlpi lone most be paid In id'UCIb

Katea of advertlalnf made known on application.

OPINION AT VARIANCE
Russian and German News

paper War Sentiment.

ANXIETY INCREASES
SITUATION DECLARES DESPER¬

ATE, BUT NOT HOPELESS.

Opinion Prevails That Matters Are

Moving' Toward a Settlement.Jap¬
anese Occupation of Corea.

ST. PETERSBURG, December 30..The
foreign dlepi^ches received here yesterday
afternoon are reflected today in more pes¬
simistic editorials. The Novoe Vremya be¬

gins Its leader with:
"There is no war today. Tomorrow there

may be war."
The paper rather fatalistically directs at¬

tention to the fact that wars marked the

opening of the seventeenth, eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries.
The Novoe Vremya, nevertheless, still

professes faith In a peaceful settlement,
saying:
"We b« llcve Japan will not place Russia

In a position where to yield would appear
to be a renunciation of the defense of her
vital Interests In the far east. Russia does
nut desire war: but nobody in Russia will
permit the Japanese or other friends to
execute a diplomatic dance upon Russia's
peaceful disposition. In firm consciousness
of her power Russia will await events."

Germany Believes There Will Be No
War.

BERLIN. December 30..The foreign of¬
fice continues to assure inquirers that the
German government does not believe war

will Issue from the Japanese-Russian con¬

troversy. This is also the view of the
press, whether derived from official sources

or as Independent opinion.
It does not appear that Sir Frank C.

Lsscelles, the British ambassador here, as

previously cabled, said that war is not
unlikely unless Russia yields. The Japan¬
ese legation believes and hopes Russia will
grant Japan's just requests.
Count von Osten-Sacken, the Russian am¬

bassador. has been accepting invitations in
unusual numbers, appearing at breakfasts,
receptions, dinners and balls, serene and
confident, always taking it as an impossi¬
bility that the situation in the far east is
even grave.
Others of the diplomatic corps seem to

be without news, and express general ideas,
the easy and safe one being that "hos¬
tilities are quite unlikely." and that each
side is testing its adversary to the breaking
point.
Anxious for News to End Suspense.
Even-where there Is anxiety for authori¬

tative news that shall bring the period of
suspense to an end.
The mobilization of the Japanese navy is

at legist partially attributable, according to
a Vladivostock dispatch to the Cologne
Gazette, to open acts of hostility on tlie
part of Coreans toward the Japanese, prob¬
ably necessitating active measures of de¬
fense of Japanese interests in southern
Corea.
The Cologne Gazette considers that this

dispatch is an admission that Japan has a

good claim to defend her interests in
southern Corea by force of arms, and con¬
troverts the rumors to the effect that
Russia would regard the landing of any
considerable Japanese force in southern
Corea as a casus belli. The paper con¬
cludes: "The attitude of Russia on this
question may therefore be regarded as a
further concession on her part."
The rore'sn office says the German repre¬

sentatives at Tokio have not been informed
in the sense which the Lokal Anzeiger says
they have, and further that the Russian
government has not received an ultimatum,
for that would be In effect the meaning of
such a declaration.
The Japanese legation says it has not re¬

ceived any intell'gence from Tokio confirm¬
ing the statement that Japan's patience is
exhausted.

Japan Must Strike.
BERI.IN, December ISO..The Lokal An-

¦elger without reserve says:
"The Japanese government has informed

the representatives of the powers at Tokio
that the situation at this moment is un¬
bearable. arid that Japan must strike if Rus¬
sia does not accept the proposition*-" Japan
has submitted, as Japan can no longer
wait for a rinal decision."
BERLIN, December 30.News has been

received here confirming previous reports
that Japan Is mobilizing, probably with the
Object of occupying Corea The conttrma-
tlon has reached the German government
Officially and it is interpreted here, as In
Paris, to mean, not that Japan intends to
.end an ultimatum to Russia, but that
Japan may occupy Corea without Russia
considering It a casus belli.
The situation is regarded hero tonight as

developing rapidly, yet not necessarilv
toward war.

Chinese Treaty Awaits Seal.
PEKING, December 30..The Chinese gov¬

ernment has promised United States Min¬
ister Conger to soon forward the Chinese
copy of the treaty to Washington for the
exchange of ratifications. It is necessary
first to obtain the emperor's seal. \fter
the treaty Is ratified the opening of Muk¬
den and Anfung to the commerce of the
world can lie pressed.
Situation Desperate, Not Hopeless.
PARIS, December 30..It Is learned in

diplomatic circles that the Japanese gov¬
ernment has informed the foreign diplomats
that the situation with respcct to Russia
is desperate, but not hopeless. It is be¬
jelved tills information was communicated
to the French government for presentation
at St. Petersburg.

Japan Gets Warships.
LONDON. December 30..Japan this even¬

ing completed the purchase of the Argen¬
tine warships Moreno and Rlvadavia. build-
In* at Genoa. Italy, for which Russia also
was negotiating.

No Late Developments.
LONDON, December 30..It was said at

the foreign office this afternoon that up
to tills time the officials had received no
Intimation of the nature of the Russian
reply to Japan, but they were still hope¬
ful of a peaceful solution.

500 EMPLOYES LAID OFF.

Extensive Reductions by Illinois Rail¬
way Company.

CHICAGO. December 30..On account of
the closing of the Illinois Steel Company
mill at South Chicago BOO employes of the
Chicago, I-ake Shore and Eastern railway,
which is operated by the ste^l company,
|»vm been laid off. and 130 more discharged.
Among the men discharged were thirty of

the oldest employes of the company, mostly
engineers.
All have been employed by the road from

ten to fifteeu years. On Inquiry the men
were told that the company must cut down
expense*
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Club House at Troy, N. Y.,
Partially Destroyed.

THREE DIE AT WINDOWS

DENSE SMOKE AND FLAMES PRE¬

VENT THEIR RESCUE

Victims Were Sleeping Soundly When

Alarm Was Given.Fire Started

by Discarded Cigarette.

TROT, N. Y., December 30..Moses T.

Clough, the nestor of the Renssalaer coun¬

ty bar and the last survivor of the class of
1848 of Dartmouth College; William Shaw,
head of the law firm of Shaw, Bailey &

Murphy, and Benjamin W. Kinney, man->

ager for the Fuller-Warren Company of

Boston, Mass., lost their lives In a fire

wlilch partially destroyed the Troy Club
at an early hour today. Although the

doomed nlen were seen at the windows,
nothing could be done to save them so

dense was the smoke and so rapid the

progress of tho flames.
Edward Carpentier of New York was

taken from an upper window by the firemen
and removed to a hospital, where he is
recovering from the effects of smoke In¬
haled. He was in town preparing for his
marriage with a young society woman of
the city. His escape from death was re¬

garded as one of the remarkable features
of the fire. All the persons killed were

occupying rooms on the upper floor of the
club building, which Is four stories In
height, and It was this part the flames at¬
tacked first.

Club House Cost Half a Million.
The victims had retired about 10 o'clock

and were sleeping soundly when the alarm
was given by the employes. An effort was

made at once to reach the sleeping apart¬
ments, but the progress of the fire had
been so rapid that the help at hand could
not make their way to the top floor.
The fire is thought to have been caused

by a lighted cigarette being thrown among
some combustible material. The club house
was built ten or twelve years ago at a cost
of half a million dollars. The loss by fire
will reach $55,000.
Mr. Clough was eighty-nine years of age

and Mr. Shaw was nearly seventy. Both
resided- at the club, at which Mr. Kinney
and Mr. Carpenter were guests.
The police report that while the fire was

at its worst a man was discovered trying
to set fire to the building at the corner of
Broadway and 5th avenue, occupied as a
news stand. The man escaped. It is not be-
lieved. however, that the club house fire
was of incendiary origin.

FIRE JEOPARDIZES 300 LIVES.

Alleged Incendiary Captured Proves to
Be Former Tenant.

NEW YORK, December 30..Fire in an

Allen street tenement house today, said
to be of Incendiary origin, jeopardized 3<K»
lives, but caused slight damage to prop¬
erty. One of the tenants upon arriving
home found .smoke in the halls and heard
the crackling of flames In the cellar.
He saw a man crouching in the hallway

and grabbed him, later turning him over to
the police, to whom he said lie was Tiiomas
Farrell, a former tenant.
After the fire a quantity of tar oil was

found near where the blaze had been
started, and in the pockets of the prisoner
were found a piece of steel. 035 matches
and a candle.

SECURED BIO LOOT.

Burglars Dynamite a Safe in Iowa
Pawnshop.

DES MOINES. Iowa. December 30 .Bur¬
glars dynamited the saf* of O. Cohen, jew-
eler pnd pawnbroker, and secured $-<000 in
cash, diamonds, watches and other prop¬
erty, the theft being discovertd tolay when
Cohen opened his shop.
The burglars entered the store from the

rear by means of a key. A policeman shot
at a s::sr'elons character in the vicinity of
Cohen's s'nre i*st nieht. arid afterward
landed the fellow in jail. It is be ieved he
m^y have had something to do with the
dynamiting.

BOTH HOPE FOR PEACE.

View of Russian Ambassador and the
Japanese Minister.

At the Russian embassy and at the
Japanese legation It Is admitted that the
situation in the far east has entered on a

critical stage. Both the Russian ambas¬
sador. Count Cassini, and Mr. Kogoro
Takahira, the Japanese minister, express
the hope that war is not yet inevitable.
Count Casslnl goes further and Is of the
opinion that the situation may yet be
saved without recourse to arms, but the
ambassador has no official advices on

which to base that belief and it is only
his personal view of the matter. Mr.
Takahira takes a very much more .serious
view of the case.

Russia and Japan are receiving numer-

ous letters from Americans all over the
country offering their services in the event
of war. The Russian ambassador and the
Japanese minister are declining all such
offers of assistance.
At the Japanese legation the announce¬

ment Is authorized that for days Mr. Taka-
hira's mail has contained many lelteis
from Americans wishing to enlist in the
Japanese army or navy. The minister Is
sending a personal note to eech writer ex¬
pressing the profound appreciation of the
Japanese people for this evidence of syin-
pathy and support on the part of the
United States, but saying that even If as¬
sistance were needed the laws of Japan
preclude the employment of foreign troops.
Furthermore, he says, Japan's army and
navy are adequate to meet the emergency.
Mr. Takahira has advised his government

by cable of these offers of assistance, and
the Japanese embassies and legations
throughout Europe will also be made aware
of this demonstration of American sym¬
pathy.
Count Cassini. in declining the offer*

wlilch he Is receiving, is also expressing
his appreciation of the spirit which prompts
them. He is likewise advising St Peters¬
burg of the fact, so that the Russian gov¬
ernment may know of the sympathy In
America for Russia In the present crisis

It is said a mistaken idea has existed in
this country regarding the position of the
Russian government as to the far eastern
situation. While doing all in Its power to
preserve peace, the statement is made that
Russia Is not attempting to dodge a fight
If Japan wants war Russia, It is said la
prepared to meet her wish promptly.

French Cruiser Leaves New Orleans.
The Navy Department is informed that

the French cruiser Jurrten de la tiraviere
lias left New Orleans for Havana.

Mr. Simon Wolf Talks About
the Kishineff Situation.

CONDITION OF JEWS

LONG CABINET MEETING ON

POSITION OF COLOMBIA.

Acting Secretary of State Loomis and

Mr. Chambers of Spanish Treaty-
Claims Commission Call.

Simon Wolf, who conferred with the
State Department yesterday relative to the
situation of the Jews at Kishineff, Russia,
had a talk with the President this morning,
going: over about the same g: ound. As the

representative of the B'nai B'ritli, Mr.
Wolf has been watching developments in
Russia and has been led to make inquiries
of the State Department whether reports
are true that the Jews are being pillaged
and mistreated. The President has taken
an Interest in the matter and has Instigated
some Investigations by officials of this eoun-

try abroad. In view of the fact that the:e
is no definite foundation for action of any
kind and that the administration is pro-
ceeding somewhat cautiously to avoid af¬
fronting Russia or receiving an affront
from that country, the President has re¬

quested Mr. Wolf to give out nothing rela¬
tive to the conferences that have been held.
Mr. Loomis, acting secretary of s.ate,

went to the White House after Mr. Wolf
had reached there, but Mr. Loomis stated
that his visit was not in connection with
the Jewish petitions or telegrams, or any¬
thing of the sort. Ho left before Mr. Wolf
had concluded his conference with tha Pres¬
ident. It is also stated that the visit of
Mr. Loomis was not In connection with
the Panama situation, which was thorough¬
ly discussed at a long cabinet meeting yes¬
terday afternoon. The meeting was the
longest held by the cabinet in some time.
The possibilities of trouble with Colombia,
growing out of the isthmus situation, were
again discussed and the agreement was
reached that further precautions for meet¬
ing anything that may turn up should be
taken.
All the information reaching the admin¬

istration continues to indicate that the Co¬
lombians are belligerently inc'ined, and that
they may be r sh enough to mak war on
the Panama forces despite the known in¬
tention of the United States to prevent.
The administration, however, will not de¬

part from its plans to try to avoid trouble
with Colombia. As far as will be satisfac¬
tory conciliation will be resorted to and Co-
lonibia will be granted as much as possible
that will satisfy her ideas of national hon¬
or. The President does not desire the
crtdii of a war with Colombia, and will
leave to that country the tirst steps in that
direction.

Spanish Treaty Claims Work.
W. L. Chambers, one of the commissioners

of the Spanish treaty claims commission,
called at the White House today. Mr. Cham¬
bers stated, in anfewer to a question, that it
is impossible to say how long the commis¬
sion will be engaged in its work. It is be¬
lieved that the commission will be in exis¬
tence two years from now, even under
'favorable circumstances. The trouble about
finishing the work is that the government,
which makes the defense in all the claims,
is compelled to secure its evidence from
Spain or the records of that country, and
Spain has not been inclined to facilitate the
bi!:-ine£s of this country. Practically every
claim that has been filed l#fore the com¬
mission requires defense by the govern¬
ment. the evidence for which must be ob¬
tained in Spain. This takes much time,
especially with the delays that arc encoun¬
tered in Spain. The government has been
endeavoring, it is stated, to have Spain
facilitate the work before the commission,
but has so far not succeeded to any ap¬
preciable degree. Even with favorable speed
from Spain the work of the commission can
not well be concluded in two years. When
the commission was created it was supposed
that it would have got through the work
before this time.

A Few Callers Received.
President Roosevelt, alter going over his

mail this morning and dictating some let¬
ters, received a few callers. One of these
was Sir Julian Solomons of Australia, a dis¬
tinguished citizen of that country who is
visiting the United States.
The President shook hands with a little

five-year-old Pittsburg girl and found her
so bright and sensible that he gave her
some flowers from those on his desk. She
was Anna Pearson Hall. She was passing
through the White House grounds with her
father, Robert C. Hall, a Pittsburg, grocer,
when she concluded she wquld like to shake
hands with the President. She insisted so
strongly that her father took her into the
executive offices, wjiere she had opportunity
to declare her desire. Despite the Presi¬
dents rules against visitors during the
Christmas holidays, lie had the young lady
ushered into his room and talked with her
for several minutes, enjoying himself very
much.
Belief for Totally Blind Veterans.
The President today received, through

Capt. George P. DaviB, president of the
Union Soldiers' Alliance, a resolution unan¬

imously passed by that organisation at its
twenty-tlfth annual reunion, held here on
the 17th instant, urging Congress to place
011 the pension rolls a; $lou per month those
veterans of the war of the rebellion "who
have become totally blind by reason of their
services to their country, thereby putting
them on an equal footing with those who
have lost both arms or both legs, and Tor
whom Congress already has made generous
provision."

Is Smith Wooley Oat of Office?
Mr. George E. Roberts and the appoint¬

ment officials of the Treasury Department
hold that H. Smith Wooley, the assayer of
tlie mint at Boise, Idaho, Is out of a job
and that he cannot resume his duties ex¬
cept upon another appointment by Presi¬
dent Roosevelt. The law requires that the
Senate must contirm an appointment made
in vacation at Its next session, and that the
term of ofllc^ of the appointee exoires witti
the expiration of the term of the Senate fol¬
lowing. Mr. Wooley was appointed as¬
sayer lust summer and the extra session of
the Senate failed to confirm his appoint¬
ment, on which there has been a hard tight
Th" director of the mint holds tint there
was an Interim between the Senate of the
exira session and the Senate of the present
session. This interim was sufficient, it is
held, to cause Wooiey's term of otiico to
expire. Had the sessions of the Senate
been continuous under the law and there
been just one session Mr. Wooley would
still be in office.
The question is such a badly tangled one

that the controller of the treasury will
probably have to decide whether Wooley
c^?. paJd any money. and his decision
will affect the cases of a number of others
under similar circumstances.
Wooley. If reappointed by the President.

will be fought hard In the Senate by Sen¬
ator Dubois and certain Idaho republic ins
Wooley is the head of the Mormon Church
in Idaho and it is charged that he was ap¬
pointed at the instigation of Senator Hey-
burn to repay support of the election of
Senator Heyburn in the legislature. His
connection with the Mormon Church has |
also aroused intense hostility in Idaho and I
.isewhere iu the west.' I

In the Elections to Be Held
Next November.

LITTLE LEGISLATION
EXPECTED AFTER RECONVENING

NEXT MONDAY. 5
...

Appropriations to Be Cut Sown . A
Statehood BUI May Pass, but No

Ship Subsidy Measure Expected.

Congress will reconvene next Monday for
the long session and will remain steadily
at work until adjournment 1b taken to let
the anxious politicians get to work In their
campaigns. Presidential, legislative and
congressional elections will be field next
November and every man in Congress will
have a personal stake in the outcome. Even
the senators who still have, long terms to
serve and whose re-election doea not de¬
pend on the new legislature to Be chosen,
are concerned in the general outcome In
their states.
For many members of the House the elec¬

tions will have acute Interest, especially
those who are serving their first terms In
Congress, and who, after so short a trial,
will come up for judgment before their con¬
stituencies in November. To these men in
particular the coming session of Congress
will be fraught with portcntlous results. As
a Tammany member of tlie House put It,
"We've got to make good, and that mighty
sudden, too."
The seasoned statesmen in Congress who

have l>een spending the holiday recess In
town while their colleagues have been home
iixing fences and getting In winter fire
wood, do not look for very much legislation.
They want an early adjournment.

Appropriations to Be Cut.
Word has come from the White House

that the administration would be pleased
to see the appropriations of iMg Congress
"cut to the bone." Unnecessary expen¬
ditures are to be avoided, If the Ttouae lead¬
ers have their way, for they arc in sym¬
pathy with the presidential mind on that
subject.
The House leaders do not want to face

the charge of lavishness in expenditures in
the nexL campaign. "Hut we muet make a
showing with our constituents," cry the
rank and file of the House. "What about
cur public buildings, and river and harbor
improvements and all the rest pf the 'pork'
we promised to get?" So wi^h~this they
trot Over to the Senate and prompt their
Senators to raise the House appropriations,and the Senate is never ioithlg) do that.
The result has been in the pan that the
appropriations usually come Alt as the
Senate in its wisdom may deer and after
oue deliberation. t
Not many features of generaBNgislatlon

are on the leaders' prosrarti.^Ejtose No-
vfmber eleciions loom up big anBPMnously
ahead of every proposition, amWare to be
kept constantly in mind. Or coujae the pub¬
lic good is never sacrificed tto Afltical exi¬
gencies. but political parties J>o*'e to be
cautious on the eve of a fight, tr.ey say.

Statehood Bill Expected.
A statehood bill Is expectmj. Negotia¬

tions are now proceeding for an agreement
between the democrats and republicans for
a bill which will admit New Mexico and
Arizona as one state and Indian territory
and Oklahoma as another. This Is the old
plan which was rejected toward the close
of the fight in the last session, but which
is now being urged by some of the men
«ho stood out against it last session.

It is sild to be not unlikely that an agree¬
ment will be reached early in January along
the lines suggested and which will result in
a bill passing Congress practically unop¬
posed.
Tariff will be talked all through the ses¬

sion. As soon as Governor Taft arrives
and takes the portfolio of the Secretary of
War he will begin efforts to have the tariff
on imports from the Philippines reduced.
He has promised that to the Filipinos and
the policy is acceptable to the administra¬
tion leaders in Congress. It will be opposed
by the high protectionists and may be the
cause of a bitter struggle in Congress. In
the House the tariff will be discussed by
the democrats on every appropriation bill.

No Ship Subsidy Legislation.
There will be no ship subsidy legislation

at this session beyond the possible author¬
ization ot a commission to investigate the
subject and report to the next session. It
is admitted that a ship subsidy bill now
would be defeated by an overwhelming vote
in the House, and that almost the solid re¬
publican vote west of the Allegheny moun¬
tains would tye cast against it.
The advocates of ship subsidy are con¬

vinced, however, that this opposition is due
largely to misapprenhension, and theythink that a campaign of education will re¬
move the prejudices of the western repub¬licans. The report of a government com¬
mission, which, of course, would ihclude in
its personnel some of the men opposed tosubsidies, and who are expected to be won
over, will be relied upon to start the cam¬paign of education.
In the Senate a great deal of time willbe devoted to Panama canal affairs, and

very little els? is expected from that bodybut talk on P.inama and the canal untilthe regular appropriation bills begin tocrowd tor attention.

Movements of Naval Vessels.
The I.eonidas has arrived at vHaitimore,

the Hull at Norfolk and the Mohican at
Santa Barbara.
The torpedo boat destroyers Whlnple and

Worden left Key West yesterday for Tor-
tugas and Tampa, and the Peoria left Nor¬
folk for Currituck to assist in |lie salvageof the submarine boat Moccasin.

The Indiana Out of Commission.
The Navy Department has been advised

that the first-class battle ship Indiana was
placed out of commission yesterday at the
New York navy yard.

NEW YEAR RECEPTIONS.
List of Those Receiving Be Pub¬

lished Tomorrow.
The Star will publish tomorrow

lists of those receiving and not re¬

ceiving New Year day. Persons de¬
siring to announce that they will or
will not receive Friday may do so
without charge by sending notices
to The Star any time prior to 9
o'clock tomorrow morning. The no¬
tices should contain only the an¬
nouncement that -there will or will
not be a reception and 'the names
arid addresses. Every notice must
be properly authenticated to insure
publication.

WASHINGTON'S TELEPHONE BELL.
There once was a man who said, "Weill /

Will nobody answer this bell?
I have rung day and night
Till my beard has grown white,

But nobody answers this bell!"
(Will) apologies to Edward I.enr.)

TO ASSIST THE NEWPORT.

The Cruiser Detroit Ordered to Santo
Domingo City.

In accordance with cable instructions
from the Navy Department Rear Admiral
Lamb^rton, commanding the South Atl m-
tic squadron at Trinidad, ordered ti>e cruiser
Detroit from that point yesterday for Santo
Domingo city to ass st the gunboat New¬
port in safeguarding the interests of the
United States during the chain of revolu¬
tions In that country. Rear Admiral Bark¬
er. commanding the North Attflhtfc *iuad-
ron, has informed the department that
he has Ordered tiie converted yacht Scor¬
pion at Culebra to proceed to San Dom ng_>for service as a dispatch boat or any other
service that may be required of her. Both
vessels left their stations yesterday and
will arrive in San Domingo in a day or two.
Admiral Lami.erton stated, in addition,

that he would proceed with the remainder
of his squadron, the cruisers Newark
Montgomery and Gloucester, from Tr.nidad
todav to Culebra, the rendevous of the
fleets, to participate in the winter maneu-
vers.

TURBINES FOR, WARSHIPS.

Special Board of Engineers Has Prac¬
tically Completed Its Task.

Tiie special board of naval engineer of¬
ficers which has for the past six months
oeen engaged in the preparation of plans
for the application to one of the United
States warships of the turbine system of
propulsion has practically completed that
task. At first the board was almost dis¬
posed to abandon its task when it appear¬
ed that to get the necessary power into
one of the big ships would require a turbine
no less than sixteen feet In diameter, but
a long series of experiments conducted by
some of the great private corporations us¬
ing turbines for electrical purposes, the
conditions being laid down by the naval
experts, has resulted in the design of a tur¬
bine of reasonable proportions that s±ems
admirably adapted to naval needs. The new
turbine is only about twelve feet over all
in height and about the same in length, and
the rapidity of revolution has been brought
down to two hundred and fifty per minute,
an object toward which all designers have
for the past few years been looking.
It Is the purpose to place two or three of

these turblr.es, aggregating 10.000 horse
nower on one or perhaps both of the two
new scout ships of 1,200 tons displacement,
which Congress is to be asked to authorize
during the present session. It is estimated
that the new boats will make at least 2-i
knots an hour, though the naval engineers
are hopeful that they will reach a speed of
25 knots.

TITR. hay MUCH BETTER.

A Trip South Has Not Been Definitely
Decided Upon.

Surgeon General Rixey of the navy, «li«
has been in attendance on Secretary Hay,
today reported that the secretary's condi¬
tion was better than at any time during his
three weeks' illness. The Secretary nO
longer is confined to his bed, but is able tf>
be about the house and to transact consid¬
erable business. The Secretary has .notdefinitely decided to go south for a hriet
yeriod of recuperation, but such a trip is
not at all improbable.

KISHINEFF SITUATION.

Russia Advises Officially That It Was
Never Quieter.

ST. PETERSBURG, December 80..It is
officially announced, in view of the reports
current abroad of renewed attacks on the
Jews, that Kishineft was never quieter
than at the present time.

Assigned to North Carolina Militia.
At the request of the governor of North

Carolina Brig. Gen. Carte A. Woodruff, U.
S. A., retired, has been ordered to report
to the governor at Raleigh for duty with
the organized militia of the state of North
Carolina for a period of four years unless
sooner relieved. Tills detail Is made under
the provisions of the Diok militia bill, and
while serving under It Gen. Woodruff will
receive the full pay and allowance of his
gfade.

To Represent Medical Department.
Maj. George E. Bushnell. the army sur¬

geon In charge of the general hospital at
Fort Bayard, N. M.', where all military tu¬
berculosis patients are treated, has been de¬
tailed toy the War Department to represent
tbe medical department of the army at the
tuberculosis exposition to be held In Balti¬
more from the Kith to 31st of January.

TO RETURN TO REGULAR STATION

Rear Admiral Evans' Vessels Left
Honolulu Yesterday.

A cable message was received at the Navy
Department this morning from Rear Ad¬
miral Evans, commanding the Asiatic fleet,
saying that the battleship and cruiser
squadrons, which went on a practice cruise
to Honolulu, left that port yesterday to re¬
turn to their regular station In Asiatic
waters. The admiral had been authorized
by the Navy Department to defer his de¬
parture from Honolulu several days in or¬
der that the officers and men of the fleet
might be enaBled to engage in certain fes¬
tivities planned by the citizens for their en-

tertainment. but the admiral decided to ad-
here to the original plan of starting back
to China yesterday.
The battleships Kentucky, Wisconsin and

Oregon will proceed direct to Guam on their
way to Yokohama, but the cruisers New
Orleans, Albany. Cincinnati and Raleigh
will make a visit to the cable station on
Midway Islands on their way to Guam and
Yokohama.

WILL HASTEN BACK TO CUBA.

Minister Squiers Will Cut Short His
Leave of Absence.

Minister Squiers has for the second time
within six weeks curtailed his leave of
absence and hastened to Cuba. He will
arrive at Havana by the end of the week,
It is understood that the rather extraordt- j
nary legislation pending in the Cuban con- j
gress requires the presence on the spot
of the United States minister. The pro-
posed changes in the Cuban tariff sciied.ile
In advance are regarded in some quarters
here as tending to vitiate the spirit if no:
the letter of the Cuban reciprocity treaty,
and the interests of American exporters art-

very much aroused by what is going on
In Havana.

SEABOARD AIR LINE MEETING.

Williams Resigns Presidency and Barr
is Elected His Successor.

NEW YORK. December ">0..At a meeting
of the directors of the Sea Board Air Line
today J. Skelton Williams resigned the of¬
fice of president of the company and Vice
President Barr was elected president and
general manager. Mr. Williams was elected
chairman of the board of directors.
Mr. Williams expressed a desire to be re¬

lieved of the active management In order
to give more of his time to his banking
interests and personal affairs. It was

therefore decided to amend tiie by-laws
and to establish the office of chairman of
the board, to which lie was then elected.

J. M. Middendorf was nominated, but de¬
clined re-election as second vice president,
and the office was therefore not filled.
The following members of the board

were elected to be members of the exccu-
tlve committee: T. F. Ryan, T. J. Coolidge,
Jr., J. A. Blair, J. S. Williams, J. B. Denis.
B. F. Yoakum and S. D. Aarfleld.
Other officers were elected as follows: N.

S. Meldrim, vice president and treasurer;
D. C. Porteous, secretary, and T. W. Roby,
controller. Mr. Barr's succession to the
presidency was expected some months ago,
in spite of repeated denials from official
quarters. His selection was urged by the
interests which more recently became domi¬
nant In the Seaboard system.

DEFINES POPE'S POSITION.

Cardinal Gibbons Gives Status of
Church Music Question.

BALTIMORE, Md. December 30..Cardi¬
nal Gfbbons, eommentins_today in an in¬
terview on the recent letter of Pope Pius X
to Cardinal. Respighi, expressing a desire
for a reformation In church music, in which
he criticised certain music as an abuse of
religion, expressed himself as follows:
"His holiness has referred to the extreme

abuse through Italy and France. In some
of the churches of those countries there is
little suggestion of reverence, and the cere¬
monies are given an operatic effect. It is
this departure from the old custom that his
holiness deplores, and not necessarily the
use of modern music. The music of the
church in this country is the Gregorian
chant, sweetened by fugued music. The
Gregorian chant is the official music of the
church, but music within bounds is not con¬
demned.
"In the sixteenth century, during the

reign of Pope Piux IV, Palestrlna effected
a reform in church music by improving
upon the Gregorian by means of fugued
music. In this country there has been little
abuse, and we do not expect the pope's let¬
ter to effect a change In the church music
of America."

rAn ad. in The Star is ft
salesman calling at thirty-
five thousand homes every,
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ous consideration in tixft

parlor or library.

MONEY fOAOISTRICT
Representative McCleary
Talks on Appropriations.

TWOIMPORTANTTHINGS
COMPLETION OF SEWERAGE AND

WATER SYSTEMS.

Will Provide All Necessary for thf
Filtration Plant.No Issue of

Bonds to Be Authorized.

"The things that are nearest to my heart
In the improvement of the District of Co¬
lumbia is the completion of the sewerage
and water systems, which will give to the
people here sanitary conditions that should
be above everything else," said Representa¬
tive McCleary. chairman of the subcommit¬
tee on the District of Columbia of the ap¬
propriations committee of the House of
Representatives.
Vr. McCleary has remained in the city

during the holidays and spent his time in
studying the estimates of the Commission¬
ers and In going about the District to see

what is actually needed here. Yesterday he
joined the Commissioners in a tour ai>out
the city.
"I find," he contlnuel. In reply to a ques¬

tion. "that of the $875,UW) appropriated for
continuing the system of trunk sewers and
sewage disposal only two-thirds can be ex¬

pended by July 1; so that going over into
the next fiscal year we will have one-third
of the money provided by the last session
of Congress. The Commissioners arei to
come before the subcommittee on the Dis¬
trict a week from tomorrow, and they will
be asked to name the amount they can ex¬
pend during the next fiscal year. That wiU
be what we will wish to give them. It doe*
not seem to me now that the sewagre tmnK
lines and disposal system can be completed
during I he next fiscal year; so that *ne next
session will be called on to provide more
money for that purpose.

The Filtration Plant.
"We will wish to provide all the money

for the filtration plant that can be ex¬

pended. There is one thing in relation to
the use of water here that I thin* should
taken into consideration. That is the

ouestion of having meters put in the houses

to regulate the amount of water used, t

.spok, to the Commissioners yesterday about
the large amount of water u.-ed here, rhey
lepl.ed that the water system more than
paid for itseir as it is now oonducU-d But
when you think that over U is >'<* *

complete answer, because even f It. doejnav for itself with an ewx-wn< uw .

water a careful u?e of the water would
result'In benefit to the District in aliowing
us to use money for otner purpos
will, under the present system, be "^de«lfor an increase of the water supyto
haf already ueen brought
as a matter to be given our attention.
From my present view of this question I
c .£*-*oo why we should not have water

t""Jt^JngCfrom the estimate? of the Com¬
missioners for the schools, I snculd say we

have about caught up with the schoo
needs, so far as providing additional school
houses is concerned."
When Mr. McCleary w..s told that the

scl nol facilH.es of the District of Columbia
are . restricted that it would not l*? pos¬
sible to enforce the compulsory educational
act which has been on the statute books
for many years he expressed surprise.

No Bond Issue Likely.
Speaking of the proposition for the issu¬

ance of bonds to care for the extraordinary
improvements In the District, Mi. Mc
Cle-iry promptly said that he was satisfied
that such a proposition could not be put
through the House. He believed if the
proposition for the Issuance of bonds
should ue brought up there would be
enough votes in the House

,
''

theHe believed Congress should fohow l ie

i.lan that has been followed recently by'which any shortage in t»-e Districts reve-

.liues should be maue up t>> an ad\..nce
from the Treasury Department. He pl

icarded the suggestion that suc.i ad\aricesSSXu be authorized of sufficient amount
..ire for all the extraordinary imple¬

ments now contemplated to ^ paidI baci In
a term of twenty or twenty-fi\e years as

practically similar to a loan issue and just

^"I^im'noTincllned to look with favor."
he said, "on the proposition wh.ch I know
will be pressed by Commissioner Ma. far-
land for an appropriation for a man.' pal
hoaoital. The fact is. we have .<>oti ios

nital service here already, and *'v^ in rcaSoon to those hospitals, 1 »
should do less rather than more in tli
future It has be.cn represented that we

have a site for a municipal hospital. The
sUe is all right. It is an improving sec¬
tion of the District and it Is increasing in

value, it will not be a bad transaction for
the District even if that site js sold.

Municipal Ad'.iitnisti alien.
"I have been gathering data," continued

Mr. McCleary, "on the expense involved In

the administration of municipalities. See
that pile of books there?" he said, pointing
to his desk. "Well, they are on that sub¬
ject. I have come to the conclusion that
the District is a very expensive city. A
few days ago I saw the budget of St. Paul,
Minn., which is a city of '"habitants.
Th" entire budget amounted to
Suppose we have twice that population, at
the same rate it would give us an expense
of So OtXKOOO. Yet in the budget of the Com¬
missioners we are asked lar J13,000,«KX>.

It was suggested that Si. Paul would not
provide for such expenses as sewer systems
and water filtration plants from current
revenues. Mr. McCleary replied that there
would be some of the expenses in the St.
Paul budget that could not be regarded as
curient in their nature.
"I am glad to see one tiling about the

Commissioners" estimates. That is, they
have not made a long list of recommenda¬
tions for increases of salaries. There are a
few increases asked for, but in the past
we have had whole pages of them, which
we have been obliged to cut out in a whole¬
sale way.

Committee Will Be Conservative.
"I think the appropriations committee will

wish to be conservative in !ts recommenda¬
tions to the House of Representatives. We
can do a great deal more for the District
in the long run in that way than if wo

should bring In recommendations that
could not be fully sustained. The House
has confidence in the committee, and it Is
desirable to have It continue its confi¬
dence. At the same time I think you will
find that the District will be properly
taken carc- of.
"The people all over this country take a

pride In the capital, Rnd we want to do
the right thing in improving It, but at the
same time we want *<> go tihead on con¬
servative lines. I have had a great many
of my constituents come here. Not one
of them has ever said we weie spending
too much money In th" 1 'iBtrli t. 1 hey
generally say this and that ou<rht to be
better. They refer to the Congressional
Library and say that is all right. So when
I speak of being conservative 1 do not
moan thst there should be curtailment, but
merely that we should go ahead with de¬
liberate sten»V

a x ,.Mr. McClAry said he expected to Me th»


