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Champagne
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of any other brand.
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Pure and Unmixed.1
Delicate Aroma.
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ROYAL
Headache Tablets

Warranted absolutely harmless and free from opiates.
Will not affect the heart nor stomach. A reliable, con¬
venient. efficient cure for all forms of headache, neu¬

ralgia, indigestion, sleeplessness, etc., and all pain. A
prescription of a famous physician. Taken previous to
attending social functions will prevent undue nervous¬
ness, nausea and headache. 4 Doset 10 Cents. All druggists.
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ROYAL DRUG COMPANY. Baltimore. Md.

BANGUI Pearls and
Diamonds.

Danour Jewelry has Income the fash¬
ion of the day. Persons of wealth. wiiii
the means of gratifying extraragaut
fancies, art the greatest wearers of our
Jewelry, since they find In these a
greater variety of Iteautiful designs than
in the more costly wares.
To every purchaser we'll give a beau¬

tiful souvenir FUKK.on* that is worth
having.

5337 F Street,
Branch of 228 Fifth Ave.. New York.
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The face
Moles, warts, tattoo, powder or birth¬
marks, liver spots, freckles, scare,
wens, cysts, are painlessly, perma¬
nently and safely removed.
My method of treatment Is acknowl¬

edged by all experts to be superior to
any other in the world. No pain, no
mark or scar, &nd the skin is left
healthy, roseate and natural.

My scientific methods
never fall. Thirty years'
practical experience. Call
or write personally to

JOHN H. WOODBURY 0.1..
602 I Ith. Cor. F St. N.W..

Washington. D. C.
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CHAPTER V .Continued.
The evening of the day on which Meredith

. rrived at thin decision the servant brought
word to his room that a man was waiting
on the veranda with a chit which he re¬

fused to deliver except to the Doctor Sahib
personally. He ordered htm to be admitted,
and was astonished a few moments later to
Bee Ben AHf. the dwarf and body-servant
of I»da. blocking up his doorway. The man
ualaamed In his usual surly way and liand-
ed him a letter, and. fumbling In the folds
of his dhotee. he produced a small package,
together with a modern receipt book, which
he presented to Meredith for his signature.
Ha signed for both letter and package, and
then, telling the man to wait, he broke the
Beal ;»nd read. It was a note of thanks from
Ixxla for his care, and a roquest that the
lady might be privileged to consult him oc¬

casionally when Indisposed. A check was

Inclosed on a prominent Bombay bank for
J00 rupees.
The postscript, however, was the curious

part; for the writer, after paying a com¬

pliment to his scientific repute, begged his
acceptance of a little trllle, of beads and
glass, which was said to possess the won¬
derful power of clearing the mentality of
any one who gazed Into It. If they were In
doubt at any time and had recourse to the
glass. It would, according to its traditions,
resolve those doubts directly, and would
mak" the wisest decision readily apparent.
The lady professed to be dubious herself as
to its potency, and asked the doctor to
kindly let her have his opinion from a criti¬
cal standpoint, as she was anxious to decide
whether metals and the like could be made
to transmit Influences.
He decided, after a moment's thought, to

return the package unopened.It would
Seem churlish, but he felt a certain repug¬
nance to mixing up in any such childish
matter. What did the lady take him for?
He turned toward the door with the pack¬

age ln band and then opened his eyes

wide. Ben Allf had gone and the door was
closed behind him. He started to call his
hamal. determined to send the thing back
anyway, and then he paused as it struck
him that there would be a very pretty bit
of gossip in the servants' quarters If he
sent that dainty little package to a lady
so well known as Madame Loda.
He stood at his table under the lamp¬

light. balancing the thing on his lingers
while his thoughts wandered away to the
sender. Of course she didn't mean to both¬
er him. and it would be. after all, beastly
rude .to send the thing back abruptly, as
he was about to do. He would never have
dared to do so to an English lady, and this
girl.. Well, of course she wasn't an En¬
glish lady, but what of that? She was cer¬
tainly far and away the loveliest girl he
had ever seen, and Oh. well, he wasn't
going to hurt her feelings, anyway. She
was evidently impressed with him and
wanted to be friends. Why not? Perhaps
he might be of some real help to her.get
her to change her ways of life.get her
away from those evil, smelly bazaars.
Here on a sudden a small Inward voice
questioned him: "And then what?"
Ho laughed a bit awkwardly and his color

rose; then he muttered something very un¬

complimentary of himself and pitched the
package over on the sideboard. He lighted
a big black cheroot and sat reading, or try¬
ing to read, a medical Journal, but all the
time he was conscious of the presence of
Loda. He saw her lying stretched out
luxuriously on her couch, with the rose at
her Hps, even while another sense was
automatically perusing cut and dried medi¬
cal facts. By and by even this pretense,
censed, and he gradually allowed her to
envelop him; he sat staring out into the
tobacco smoko and let his thoughts drift
about her in a kind of sensuous ease. He
vaguely realized that he had been
tending toward this ever since he left her
side, and wondered, in an equally vague
manner, why he had resisted It bo absurdly.
He smiled lazily as he thought of her
method of Ufe, her calling.a witch, for¬
sooth I Well, If this were witchery, he had
nothing to complain of. Of course, Jw
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Revealed.

GREAT ENIGMA SOLVED

COLOSSAL IMAGE OF THE CON¬
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The Sphinx Is no longer a mystery nor
was it intended to represent a woman. The
inqulsitiveness of modern antiquarians lias
solved the greatest enigma that ever per¬
plexed mankind. No other relic of an¬

tiquity has been the object of more discus¬
sion or the subject of wilder theories, leg¬
ends and superstitions. During the last two
thousand years a whole library of books
has been written about it. and at times con¬
troversies as to its age. significance and
purpose have been very active. W hile its
age Is still unknown, and no facts connect¬
ed with its origin have come down to us,
yet within the lasf few years Egyptologists
have shown that it is nothing but a colossal
Image or portrait of Ra-Harmachls, God of
the Morning, Conqueror of Darkness, and
hence It faces the rising sun.

This was recently disclosed by inscrip¬
tions discovered upon the walls of a temple
which lies underneath and around the
Sphinx and the discovery was largely due
to Colonel Ram. an American scholar, who
has been engaged for several years In ex¬
cavations there. He has uncovered the
foundations of the great statue and has
brought to light many interesting features
which until recently were unknown. The
temple surrounding the base was intended
for the worship of Harmachis and several
chambers hewn In the rock were the tombs
of kings and priests devoted to his worship.
In 1896 Colonel Ram discovered a stone cap
with a sacred asp carved on the forehead,
which once covered the head of the Sphinx
like a royal helmet, and must have adde<l
immensely to its grandeur, particularly If
it was gilded, as Colonel Ram betie\es.
The Sphinx is not an Independent struc¬

ture. The body and head are actually hewn
out of the solid rock, but much sandstone
masonry was built in To make the outlines
perfect and cover defects in the material.
This re-enforcement of the original rock Is
very apparent now to a close observer, but
originally they were concealed, for scien¬
tists believe that the entire Image was once
covered with enamel. Indeed it is yet pos¬
sible to find fragments still adhering to the
surface which resemble the porcelain tiles
found In tombs and the ruins of the ancient
palaces. Several private collectors and
some museums have large blocks of most
brilliant coloring and artistic design, and
from them we can Imagine what an impos¬
ing spectacle the great statue must have
been before the Persians and the Moham¬
medans destroyed its glory.

Blank of Expression.
"While It Is still an Impressive picture It

has no beauty whatever. The nose, the lips
and other features have been mutilated by
vandals, among whom the French soldiers
under Napoleon are said to have been the
most vicious, but the defacement began be¬
fore the Christian era, when Cambyses In¬
vaded Egypt and made It a province of the
Persian empire. The expression upon the
face of the great being statue Is blank.
Poets and Imaginative people have expend¬
ed much eloquence In describing lines which
do not appear and are purely fanciful, ana
we have been told again and again that the
solemn Immobility of its expression, is '.the
ideal of mystery In stone." °"e
that I read the other day described It as
having "a comeliness not of this world,
"a mold of beauty now forgotten.forgot¬
ten because Greece drew forth Cythrea
from the flashing foam of the Aegean ana
In her image created new forms of beauty.
While this sounds fine It is preposterous
rot There is no more expression about the
face of the Sphinx than there would be In
any sandstone Image that has been, bit
square in the nose by a 300-pound shot fired
from a French cannon and had its features
scattered over a square mile of desert.
But, nevertheless, there is a fascination

about this great statue that cannot be
avoided, and one will go again and again,
and as often as possible, to look at Its
shapeless face and monstrous figure, which
rises from the sand against the amber sky.
The body of the Sphinx, which resembles

that of a lion, is 160 feet long: the paws and
lees, which are stretched out In front, are
50 feet long: the head is 30 feet from the
neck upward; the face is 14 feet wide, and
the whole figure 72 feet high. It Is be-
lieved to have been built longr before the
pyramids, for inscriptions found within the
temple show that It was old at the "me of
Cheops, who erected the big pyrmaid 3, <00
years before Christ. He made many re¬
pairs in the temple and upon the Image,
and left a record of that fact. There Is also
a tablet showing that It was repaired by
King Chephren. one of his successors. An¬
other tablet tells an Interesting story_ One
dav while he was taking his after-dinner
nap! King Thophmee IV (B. C. 1533), had a

didn't mean anything; he would Prob^'^send her box back tomorrow or the next
day, and meantime he was only drifting
idly a little bit tonight.
lie fell asleep In his chair, and woke an

hour later distraught and anxious. He had
dreamed of the little package: that he h.ul
lost It; and that It contained a jewel which
he prized more highly than life itself. He
shook himself clear of sleep and crossed to
the sideboard, took up the package, broke
the silken strings, and opened a simple
cardboard box.
Inside lay a round yellow crystal.a moon

with a delicate fringe of pale pearls, and
back of it a twisted gold wire which might
either serve for a handle or, perchance, to
pin In a turban. It was a pretty toy, of
far more value, evidently, than the lady
had chosen to state, and he turned
it over and about in his hands
admiringly, and then looked squarely Into
Its cloudy depths. He gazed curiously for
a moment, then started abruptly; and, rais¬
ing the crystal closer to his eyes, examined
It minutely front and back. He passed the
back of his hand over his eyes before he
looked again, and after his second glance
his face whitened perceptibly under Its tan.
After that he smiled a little doubtfully and
with some effort. Then 1-iylng the trinket
down on the table, he stuck both fists in
his eyes. and. after giving them a hard rub.
walked over to the sideboard, where he
poured out a stiff dose of brandy and swal¬
lowed it at a draught.
There was a box of black cheroots on the

sideboard. After carefully selecting one he
lighted it at the lamp chimney and pro¬ceeded to walk back and forth from one
end of the long, low room to the other.
Now and again his eyes wandered over to¬
ward the table where the crystal lay, ra¬
diant in the circle of lamplight, but each
time he resolutely brought them back and
steadily contemplated the scarlet tip of his
cigar. By and by, finding this was hardly
enough to hold his mind intact, he began to
repeat monotonously, as they occurred to
him. sentences from the earlier chapters of
his book, blending a certain slow rhythm of
words with his footsteps. At the end of
some twenty minutes he threw aside his ci¬
gar butt and stretched himself with arms
flung wide above his head. He walked
about the room, setting It to rights here and
there, patted Stubbs, who was lying on the
lounge watching him, and finally, having
got himself Into what he considered to be a
thoroughly rational condition, he approach¬
ed the center table with a certain jaunty air
and took up the perplexing crystal again.
He gazed at it carelessly, almost cynically,

and for a moment or so with Impunity; then
his face gradually changned.
"Good.God!" It wasn't so much an ex¬

clamation of profanity as of absolute hope¬
less bewilderment. He rubbed his eyes as
he had done before and looked again. The
nebulous yellow clouds In the heart of the
crystal were certainly moving.slowly, in¬
deed, and with a barely perceptible unfold¬
ing at first, but later, as he continued to
gaze, the action grew more rapid, UU they

vision in which the god Harmachls ap¬
peared to him and ma» ftrtfious promises
if he would dig Ms Imagf, tnhF-Same Sphinx,
out of the sand. Thopiunes did as request¬
ed and erected this taBT&t to"5ommemorate
the fact. .11r r n

Pyramids Near Cairo.
There are fourteen p^fffcldS'ln the neigh¬

borhood of Cairo. Tbiqse wyiich surround
the Sphinx and are knonra*a«Tthe pyramids
of Clzeh are most easiljUieoessible and may
be visited without fajigue,'jbr difficulty.
Within the last few years U ftblley line has
been built almost to tflTe ve$%- feet of the
Sphinx. The track hun» along a causeway
lined on either side witli/ows of trees, and
one of the fashionable drives of Cairo. It
is also a thoroughfare',mucfi? used by the
dwellers In the villages ftlongfthe west bank
of the Nile and those wU»o live in the desert
In that direction. The distance from the
hotels In Cairo Is about nine miles, and no
more delightful excursion can be imagined.
You can leave your hotel fn a carriage or

by the street cars in the morning, take
your lunch at the Hena House, a very at¬
tractive hotel a few hundred yards from
the pyramids, spend the day around these

| incomparable monuments,, by far the most
Interesting of all relics of antiquity, and
drive back to the city at 4 or 5 In the after¬
noon, just in time to meet the long proces¬
sion of carriages filled with native princes,
pashas, veiled ladles from the harems of
rich Egyptians, generals in the British serv¬
ice, civil officials of the government, mem¬
bers of the diplomatic circle. Hindu and
Parsi millionaires and all the gay world
who are spending the winter at Cairo and
come over that way for their afternoon air.
You can see many more and much finer
horses and carriages- in London, New York
or Paris, but in Cairo the oriental costumes
and colors give an additional charm which
no other city enjoys.
You can climb the pyramids if you like.

As you step oft the street car or as you
alight from your carriage at the gateway
of the Mena House you will be greeted by a
vociferous group of Arabs dressed in long
White or blue tunics and wearing enormous
turbans of the same color, some of them as
big as a bushel basket. They will offer the
services of themselves and their, donkeys
or camels to show you the wonders you
have come to see. If you choose a camel
the driver will make the great, awkward
beast kntel down in the road until you are
firmly seated in the saddle, when, at a sig¬
nal from its driver, it will begin to rise, one
section at a time. It is considerable trouble
for a camel to get into action, and the
passenger on the upper deck must hold on
firmly or lie will be thrown over the ani¬
mal's head or his haunches. If you prefer
a donkey you can have your choice among
a dozen or twenty sturdy, tough, sure¬
footed little Animals whose legs do not look
bigger than plpestems. but will carry the
heaviest man who comes here without even
a protest.
When your party is mounted the proces¬

sion moves along toward the pyramid and
makes quite a cavalcade. In addition to the
donkey boys and camel drivers you are at¬
tended by a dozen or more guides and as

many peripatetic peddlers of scarabs, old
coins, clay images and other curiosities,
which they insist were lound in the exca¬
vations around the pyramid, but were more

likely to have been manufactured In the
bogus curio shops of Cairo, which are nu¬

merous and profitable. Then you have a

large contingent of beggars, of all ages,
with all kinds of ailments and deformities,
some of them keen, cunning and amusing;
others repulsive and loathsome. And final¬
ly groups of urchins, more persistent than
the flies, who follow along showing oft
what little English they know in making
bright remarks, which they repeat by rote
to every comer day after day and some¬

times a dozen times &- dayi and expect
baksheesh as evidence of appreciation of
their wit and naivete. Everything is
baksheesh. You hear tha,t word from
morning till night, from the time you enter
the east until you leave. It, Everybody de¬
mands it. and our rich fellow-countrymen
have unfortunately stimulated the natural
persistency of the beggars by responding
to their appeals with mare generosity than
Judgment. Everything, Js arranged to ex¬

tort baksheesh, but a few pennies go a

great way. Even the cameIsland the don¬
keys are named to gratify the visitors.

'At £ trt

"Theodore nuuacwu,

ley," and other beasts named after distin-
guished fellow citizens. English, German
and French visitors ate complimented in
a similar manner.

Inside the Pyramids.
As you arrive at the base of the pyramids

a solemn-looking sheik comes forward and

Informs you that you are expected to pay
5 piastres (25 cents) each, and politely ex¬

plains that the money is expended In keep¬
ing the place in order. Having secured
your tickets you select your guide, drive
back the beggars and other followers who
have already exhausted your patience, and
move slowly along in procession to the
Sphinx, where you dismount and walk
through the temple and the chambers and
tombs that I have described as lying be¬
neath it. Then you have your photograph
taken with the Sphinx as a background,
mounted on a camel or a donkey or any
way you like, with picturesque-looking
guides In Arab costumes to give character
and variety to the group. Then, remount¬
ing, you make a circuit of the pyramids
and listen to the chatter of native attend¬
ants and the boys who want to sell curios
until you can endure them no longer and
command the guide to drive them off. He
plunges among them, striking right and left

j without the slightest compunction or mercy,
slapping one in the face, punching another
In the shoulder and howling anathemas at
those his arm cannot reach.
For a very few moments thereafter you

are allowed opportunity to look at the
pyramids and the great Image of the God
of the Morning Sun without Interruption,
but you are scarcely at peace when the
guides begin to torment you again. They
want to take you to the top of the pyra¬
mids. If you decline to Indulge in that vio¬
lent exercise they offer to make the ascent
for you in ten minutes for a dollar. If you
decline they lower the price and shorten
the time, and tell about Mark Twain's ex-
perlerce. He paid one of the Arab guides

I $5 for going to the top of the pyramids and

fairly seethed under his astonished gaze.
He gave a great start as Stubbs' nose

came curiously sniffing at his legs. He liad
been too much engrossed to notice the dog,
and would have ignored him now but that
after the first sniff at his master he retired
under the table with a white ridge of hair
showing on his spine, and as Meredith
moved toward him he edged further back
with a low, threatening growl.
The doctor eyed him curiously as he sat

backed up to the table leg; then he laid the
crystal carefully on a tabaret and seated
himself la a big, roomy cane chair close at
hand.
"Come here, Stubbs."
No answer save an uneasy shuffle.
"Come, boy; come out here."
This time there was a rather pitiful whine

from the shadow where the dog sat, but no
other response.
"Come, doggie; poor old chap; come, boy."
The man stretched out his hand coaxingly.

and It proved too mueh for Stubbs. who
crawled out slowly and with ertdent doubt,
with tall drooped and a general air of dis¬
comfort. Nearly on hi*; belHr. crawled
Inch by Inch to his master itfid crouched
against his knees, licking flw hands he
loved; but there was a *urtl*fe look in his
eyes and an utter laok->of Ms- usual spon¬
taneity. ..

Meredith played with film Mr A while and
then proceeded to test""tlfe Idea that had
come to him. The dog was. sif English bull
of the famous Rodney. strain, and. so far
as his master had beeh'^bleT© Judge, was
as sweet tempered and-fre* from caprice
as he was plucky and;.£aithf?l. and. with
this one exception, had^ever shown even
a sign of ugliness. The mfl'n was almost
ashamed of himself foi^Ms credulity as he
drew the tabaret closerOto: his elbow; but
this was of short duration; 'for he had
hardly laid his Angers on the erystal when
he felt the dog all a-tremble itn his arms.
It was quite impossible that the beast
could have caught any sight of either his
master's hand or the trinket, as both lay
on the tabaret above him and entirely out
of his line of vision.
Meredith let go of the crystal, and with a

very perplexed air began to comfort the
dog, who grew slowly quieter. He had been
willing to impute his own experience to
some auto-suggestion due to his state of
health and probably excited by the girl's
letter, but he utterly declined to accept the
same hypothesis concerning the dog. Twice
he tried the same thing, cautiously, and
making sure that the dog's head was ac¬
tually hidden, and each time, tlxe instant
his lingers touched the crystal, Stubbs be¬
gan his trembling afrest;. The last time
the dog struggled and growled In his arms
and he was forced to let him go.
He smiled grimly as he re-read Loda's

letter. Far from clearing his mind, as
promised, her llttle*gift had, In a manner
that seemed almost diabolical, reduced him
to a state of hopeless mental muddle.
He expected to lie a ,/ake, after his cus¬

tom of late, and fret himself with vain con-
jectures the livelong night, but he slept
soundly and waked fresh and buoyant for
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The Bed Room Furniture Sale.
A Purchase of 772 Bed Room Pieces
To Sell 25% Less Than Regular.

'HE story of the purchase we've told.how that southern maker having these goods
thrown back on his hands on account of late delivery came to accept our offer for them.
The success of the sale is told in each day's increased demand for the goods.

In design, construction and finish these Bureaus, Chiffoniers and Washstands
register way up on the scale of quality. The prices are ridiculously low on pieces of such
merit.

It's one of the fortunes of trade that forced the maker to stand the sacrifice.and that
you pay what you do for such goods.
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This
.50 Bureau, $113.25.

In golden oak with large French
bevel plate mirror: 2 small and 2
large drawers.$18.23.

$211 Bureau, $15.
In polished golden oak, with large

shaped French bevel plate mirror.
$15.

$113 Bureau, $8.90.
One of the most extraordinary val¬

ues we've put out. Golden Oak Bu¬
reau with French bevel plate mirror
that can't ordinarily be built for
what we ask for it.$8.90.

$22 Bureau, $15.50.
A large Golden Oak Bureau, of ex¬

ceptional merit; well designed and
built, with large shaped French bevel
plate mirror.$15.30.

This
$112 Chiffonier, $8.2S.

Well-built Golden Oak Chiffonier,
with shaped French bevel plate mir¬
ror.of the grade, design and finish
that ordinarily has to command $12,
for $8.25.

The same Chiffonier, only with
swell front, that ordinarily sells for
$16, for* $11.50.

$12 Chiffonier, $g.
Golden Oak Chiffonier, with oval

French bevel plate mirror; five draw¬
ers; perfect in construction and fin¬
ish. $s.5o:

This
$8.25 Chiffonier,

$5.75.
Golden Oak Chiffonier, with five

drawers.roomy, convenient, well
built, well finished.$5.75.
A similar Chiffonier, with full swell

front that sella regularly at $13, for
$8.73.

$16.50 Chiffonier, $12.50.
In polished quarter-sawed oak.

with serpentine swell front.thor¬
oughly hiKh-grade In every detail of
the making. To sell for $12.50.

1

Washstand, $4.25.
In golden oak. well built, well fin¬

ished.the ordinary $6 Washstand
for $4.25.

The Carpet and Rug sale prices, all drop patterns, at about
30% less than regular.
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coming down and going to the top of the
other in sixteen minutes. At least that is
the story they tell, and I was finally in¬
duced to offer the sum of $1 In three prizes,
open sweepstakes, free to all who would
climb to the top of the pyramid of Cheops
in less than seven minutes. It was actually
done In six minutes and forty seconds and
was a most remarkable exhibition of nerve,
agility and endurance.

Exterior of Cheops Pyramid.
The pyramid Is 451 feet high. The greater

part of the surface Is smooth and even, but
at the corners it has been broken and cut
away so that It may be climbed without
difficulty. But the steps are very high.
Some of them four feet and most of them
three, and none but one familiar with these
broken surfaces could find his way to the
top without great difficulty. However,
everything pertaining to the pyramids has
been measured and tabulated, and the 451
feet must be ascended by 206 steps, which
is an average of more than two feet each.
Visitors are assisted by two Arabs in the
climb, and fat men require three, one on
either elbow and the third to do the heavy
lifting In the rear. In this way anybody
can be boosted to the top of the pyramids
in half an hour or more, but it is hard
work. Those who try it come down ex¬
hausted and are always indifferent to sight¬
seeing for the next few days. But the
chattering Arabs, with their lean, sinewy
limbs, will climb to the top and come down
again In ten minutes without quickening
their breath, and, as I have told you, the
winner of the first prize In the sweepstakes
I offered made It in less than seven min¬
utes, and received fifty cents for the ex¬
ertion. The remainder of the purse was
divided between the second and third con¬
testants.
If you want to stay more than a day at

the pyramids you can find excellent ac¬
commodations at a hotel within ten min¬
utes' walk of the Sphinx, and It Is one of
th; best hotels In Egypt. It was originally
established as a sanitarium, for the dry
desert air is a curative or at least a relief
for all pulmonary diseases. But tourists
pay better than invalids, and the "lungers,"
as the latter are called, have been driven
farther out Into the desert, where com¬
fortable camps are established In the sand
and are kept like hotels. Each person or

his chota-hazrl (little breakfast) and with a
firm resolve to find out the riddle of the
crystal. Stubbs had also recovered his
equanimity, and there was a mutual read¬
justment of conditions between the two,
each doubtless making generous allowance
for the other's imbecility.
So Meredlt.i's Investigation of the crys¬

tal bec~ ne an absorbing study. His
curiosity was thoroughly roused; the
thing was so utterly impossible, bo en¬
tirely beyond Intelligent research; and it
fascinated him as nothing in his life ever
had before. He recognized clearly that the
glass exerted some strong, uncomfortable
influence over Stubbs, but, strangely enough,
he failed to grasp the fact that he himself
was being affected; yet such was undoubt¬
edly the case. While away from the thing
and engaged in his daily business he scout¬
ed the Idea of magic with all his old-time
positive vigor; yet each time he gazed Into
its yellow depths he sefemed to grow a little
less positive, a little more negative, al¬
though so far he had seen nothing but the
stirring of the depths, with now and again
a suggestion of shadowy forms like those
on the ground-glass of a camera when the
lens is out of focus. But each day he grew
more expectant, more sure that there was
something banking up In that little yellow
glass that was of vital Importance to his
welfare. Also, he had a most curious feel¬
ing that he knew just what this something
was, only It had slipped his memory.
Another significant matter was a certain

growth of mental lntnlmacy with Loda. Her
personality and magnetism seemed to per¬
vade the crystal; and of an evening, after
he had been examining It and was drowsing
over his tobacco, he would be so conscious
of her presence that again and again he
would look around curiously as though ex¬
pecting to see her In the very flesh.
Just how much of this degenerate condi¬

tion was due directly to Loda's Influence
and mentality, and how much to the state
of health that rendered his brain negative
to such Influence, is Impossible to deter¬
mine. And, mind you, there was no phy¬
sical decadence.his cheeks were brown and
ruddy and all his flesh firm and well.but a
certain mental and moral lethargy surely
possessed him to the utter detriment of
that positive element that had made him a
man of mark among his confreres.
Finally a day came when the desire to see

Loda again took definite place In his con¬
sciousness. Doubtless It had been formij-
latlng there for days, but it seemed to leap
to life and power In his brain with a sud¬
denness that startled him.
He was standing In one of the medical

wards at the bedside of a consumptive Hin¬
du. A fat little brown apothecary was tak¬
ing down his prescriptions In an order book.
When half way through the order the Doc¬
tor Sahib paused suddenly and looked
rather perplexed, frowned savagely at the
apothecary, and walked ofT to the next bed.
When the man reminded him of the unfin¬
ished prescription, he laughed awkwardly
and corrected his mistake. But tor the rest
of the morning he found it extremely dlffl-

couple, as you like, have a tent for a bed¬
room and take their meals -with the rest at
a common dining table under a mar¬
quee. This is a favorite method of getting
the desert air nowadaj'S, and is much
patronized by artists who come out to copy
the tints in the desert sky.

MAKE FRATERNAL CALL.

Good Templar Lodge Receive Visit
From Other Similar Organizations.
Faith Lodge, No. 14, received a visit last

evening, at its home In Odd Fellows' Hall,
31st street, from Minnehaha. No. 1: Perse¬
verance Lodge, No. 2, and Silver Star, No.
20. Mrs. Bertie Belt, chief templar, pre¬
sided. Miss Alice Smith, pianist, led in tire
service of song. The hall had been prettily
dressed in the national colors.
Routine business having been disposed of

Grand Chief Templar A. E. Shoemaker oc¬

cupied the floor for a few minutes and ex¬

plained the several temperance features of
the Hepburn bill, now pending In Congress,
and recommended the home lodge to ex¬
press its approval and desire for its enact¬
ment into law, and to send resolutions of
indorsement to the proper committees in
both houses. The recommendation was
acted upon favorably.
The statistical reporter canvassed the as¬

sembly and ascertained that while the
larger number claimed the District of Co¬
lumbia as the place of their birth there
were those who placed their nativity else¬
where. These other places included the
states of Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania,
Vermont. Mississippi, Missouri, England,
Canada and Nova Scotia.
A social session followed, after which a

program was rendered as arranged by Miss
Maude Richardson of Faith Lodge and Mr.
Samuel Bedford of Minnehaha Lodge, joint¬
ly. A few words of welcome to the visitors
were spoken by Mr. R. E. Smith, in behalf
of the home lodge. Piano solos were given
by Mrs. James N. Richardson, the Misses
Teresa Taylor and Agnes Pollock. A reci¬
tation explaining what was said by "two
glasses sanding brim to brim" was given
by Mr. John T. Finney. Humorous recitals

1 were given by Messrs. Jessup and Greer.

cult to give his attention to his cases: he
was absent-minded, and both the students
and apothecaries noticed it and commented
on it later.
Before this he had never got beyond a

vague possibility of seeing the girl again at
some indefinite future time. To be
sure, of late he had dallied with
the Idea, often conjuring up la his
imagination charming pictures of Loda
.of her grace, her beauty, her subtle mag¬
netic charm.till slowly but surely his at¬
titude toward her had changed from cold
criticism and suspicion to a puzzled Interest
and a half-awakened desire. This smol¬
dering desire sprang suddenly Into flame
that morning, but while he was surprised
and distracted by its force and direction.
for It came almost in the form of a sen¬
tence, a command. "Go and see Loda!".
he had not the slightest intention of com¬
plying with the order.
Later, however, In the quiet of his room,

after the ward work was done, he found his
desires strongly siding with the suggestion,
and he was soon deliberating lazily be¬
tween the pros and cons of the matter.
Back of this dalliance, however, was an
uneasy conviction that yielding meant loss
.loss irreparable, though undefined. He
lay back in his chair and it seemed to him
that afternoon that he was but a negative
third party, while two other positive par¬
ties were fighting over his decision. Finally,
when he was nearly weary, an Idea oc¬
curred. Why not try If the crystal would
settle the matter, as Loda had suggested
that It would? So far he had not really
tested it, but had merely worried over It,
and the more he had worried the less able
he seemed to solve Its secret.
He walked over to his desk and openedthe drawer where he kept the charm, then

seated himself again and looked quietlyinto its evasive depths, demanding at the
same time a clear judgment on the matter
perplexing him. He endeavored to keep
his mind as unprejudiced as possible while
he looked, but as soon as the yellow bosom
of the thing began to heave he lost.as he
always did.some of his balance. He grew
absorbed, and gradually. In part, let go his
hold on his conscious connection with his
surroundings, while the manifestations of
the crystal assumed an Importance that
dwarfed all else. The yellow clouds, bel¬
lied big with mystery, seemed to draw him
into their depths, to absorb him, dimming
his sight, stopping his ears, aye, pressing
on his heart and modifying its beat, while
the whole universe became a great rhyth¬
mic pulse, whose vibratory note, "Tin.
tl-tlt . tar" . "Tin . ti-tit . tar." swelled
fast and loud through the yellow fog, then
sank away faint and distant as the fog
banked up again.
Some one rapped smartry on the locked

door, and later rattled the handle. The
sound reached Meredith, but it held no sig¬
nificance for him whatever. He had got
deeper into the crystal than ever before,
and was intent on forcing his way to Its
very center, where he knew some strange
desire of his heart was hiding. J

Violin solos were given by Mr. James Car¬
roll, Mrs. Emma Corbey. accompanist. A
temperance address and reading were givenby Miss Maude Richardson. Vocal solos
were rendered by Miss L. Jenkins, Mrs.
Corbey, accompanist, and an address of ap¬
peal for active temperance work, and giv¬
ing special reasons for encouragement, was
given by the grand chief templar.
At the conclusion of the program a com¬

mittee of the home lodge served refresh¬
ments.

Anti-Saloon League's Executive Com¬
mittee Meets.

The executive committee of the Anti-Sa¬
loon League met in regular semi-monthly
session at Wesley Chapel, 5th and F streets
northwest, Monday evening. Mr. James L.
Ewin, chairman, presided. Mrs. Mary Saw¬
yer. assistant secretary, recorded the min¬
utes. The chairman reported upon the
business which had accumulated at his of¬
fice since the last meeting of the committee,
which Included inquiries from the olllce of
the legislative superintendent of the na¬
tional organization concerning some mat¬
ters of common interest to both bodies.
The committee by vote renewed the agree¬

ment existing in the year past between tlie
league and its special financial agent, Mr.
F. M. Bradley. Mr. A. N. Canfield, chalr-
n.an of the committee on co-operution. re¬
ported the conditions and needs of the
league In his department, requesting that
his committee be strengthened by addi¬
tions from the executive committee. The
request was acceded to. and the following
members volunteered to serve at such
points as the chairman might select; Mrs.
Isabel Helmlck, Mrs. Grace I*. Chapin. Mrs.
M. Sawyer, and Messrs. Blackford, Shoe¬
maker, Bradley, Rldgley and Russell.
The committee voted to meet at half-past

7 on the first Wednesday evening in Febru¬
ary. a change made necessary by the later
closing in the governmental departments.

Mississippi Senators Re-Elected.
A dispatch from Jackson. Miss., last night

says: Senators A. J. McLaurin and H. D.
Money were elected today by both houseH
of the legislature to succeed themselves In
the United States Senate.

"Tin.tl-tlt.tar'."Tin.ti-tit.tar."
Louder, louder and closer it came, till its

roar was fairly deafening! He knew that he
was whirling naked In a cataclysm of yellow
foam.whirling through void spaces.and
that that rhythmic bell-note was the sym¬
bol of the power that held his soul true to
Its course.
Then, slowly, the clouds grew translu¬

cent: delicate rainbow tints shone through,
and the "Tin.tl.tit.tar" sank to a slow
and distant musical measure. The wild rush¬
ing course was done; and there, veiled in
the gray and rosy mists, he found the hid¬
den desire. How she came or whence or
why he neither knew nor cared.but he was
looking deep into Loda's eyes! They were
soft, and dark, and restful, and they en¬
veloped him even as the clouds had done;
they were full of things unutterable, things
he had known long ages ago and since for¬
got. And by and by he saw. besides her
eyes, the rich dark splendor of her face,
hidden here and there by trailing hair and
mist. There came a scent of jasmine and
of roses.a halo of dim pearls held her for
a moment thus, beckoning him.and then
the pearls held naught save the crystal in
his hand, and its yellow bosom lay clouded
and still.
The French traveling clock on his desk

seemed to say "Tin.tl.tit.tar"."Tin.ti-tlt
.tar," and he looked at It curiously. Where
had he heard that sound before?
"Jove!" It was 0 o'clock, and he'd fallen

asleep with that absurd crystal In his hand
and had dreamed! Now, what the devil
had he dreamed? Ah. yes; It was Loda. And
he was going to see her this evening when
It grew a little cooler. The question of
expediency was forgotten.wiped out as
completely as though It had never arisen.
The crystal had vindicated Its reputation.
. ..*..*
Sahib! Beattle Sahib, surgeon gen-alr-el

was here at 5 o'clock."
"The devil, boy! Why didn't you call

me?"
"Sahib, I.that Is, we.Buram Singh and

I.both rapped on the door, and shook it
by the handle. Was the sahib asleep?"
"Jove! I suppose I was; though how I

got ofT so soundly I can't Imagine!"
"Sahib, the dog also I think is s'ck.

Buram Singh says he hear him whining In¬
side the room before he knock, and later,
when I entered, he was lying in the cor¬
ner, with his head under the sideboard,
sahib, as if he'd seen a bhoot (ghost). I
had trouble to make him quiet, and, sahib,
if he had not known me so well, I think
he would have bitten me."
"See here, boy," answered Meredith, testi¬

ly. "I believe that dog's going cra*y; he's
growled at me twice lately, and I won't
have It. I don't want to have him shot, but

Well, you'd better watch him."
"Arre, sahib! Shoot Stubbe! Why, sahib,

he's a Rodney strain dog.the finest, they
say. In the presidency, sahib. Possibly it
Is a worm that worries him, sahib; I will
give him a dose of male fern, and sahib
shall see."

{To be continued tomorrow.)


