
At Callisher's
TODAY WE QUOTE A FEW SPE-

CIALS, SHOWING OUR UNDER-
SELLING ABILITIES'

$4.50
for a Watch worth $6.50.
Until Wednesday morn-
ing, just to create an ex-
citement, we offer a beau-
tiful enameled (all col-
orP) Chatelaine Watch,
with pin to match, in a
pretty box, for $4.50.

Every one guaranteed and kept in
order one year free.

$.50
A pair of Solid Gold Sleeve But-

tons, good, large also and heavy.
Never sold for less than $2.50. Our
underselling price, $1.50.
A personal inspection of our stock

and prices will surely convince you
that ours is the place to make your
Xmas purchase of a Diamond,
Watch or any articles of Jewelry.
Numerous goods selected are being

laid aside until later.

CailflAsher,
The City's -jeweler,

917 Pa. Ave. N. W.
nu2S-s.w f.13t.S0

"Highest Award at St. Louis Fair."

Only $116.50
For new 1905 Model Columbia Disc
Graphophone and complete outfit.
-The cleverest entertainer that
money can buy. Makes an ideal
Xmas gift.
The outfit Includes 1905 Dinc Model

Oraphophone. 1905 Model Sound Box, 2
Die Records, 100
e Eu d n$l6.50Needles & 2-part Needle $ 65

Box. Price reduced t....
Pay $2 Cash, Balance 75c.

Columbia Phono=
graph Co.,'212 F St.
deg-2M 5di' 'I"F'1 1T'

Bgnning Dec. 5i, Store WilI Be Open
Evenings Until Xmas.D eautiful $20D Ring - - -

We are prepared to meet every demand
of Santa Claus in the jewelry line. We
have a special here that will interest him,
and every one.

A lady's handsome Ring, with 2 diamonds
and 1 genuine emerald. It would 2
make a handsome Xmas gift. Only..0

A. O. Hutter.y, Forerlyf2Ga t n.w.
des-20d

mmmma --m

Complete Stock of Handsome
Furs for Christmas.
Now is the time to buy your

Christmas Furs and have them laid
aside. Leave a small deposit, and
we'will hold goods until you are
ready to have them delivered.
SPECIAL FOR NEXT WEEK:
Regular $35 Fox Scarfs. flat style,

two stripes, lined with best C20satin, handsomely made, for
Regular $20 Fox Muffs, two

stripes, largest size flat 2
style, for........................ $
Regular $20 Fox Scars c10for..................
Other Furs, made to order or

ready to wear, at equally low
prices. Old Furs repaired, altered,
cleaned and dyed at lowest prices.
All goods and work guaranteed.

N. KAUFMAN & CO.,
714 13th St. N. W.

oclS-law.18t

Wholesale and Retail.

Upholstering.
SOW is the time to have
us reupholster your fur-
niture.

Substantial reduc-
tions on all upholstery work
during holiday season.

E. N. Richards,
Interior Decorating of All Kinds,

1330 0 STREFflr. 'PHONE 410.
de3-n,mn.w,40

SPARKLING
ALER

Never fails to gratify.
Delightful flavor- perfect
brew.

Served at barn.

.by ab. Brewer Co.,
4th and F" stn. n.e.
75c. do.. bottles.
11.3o ease.

nol-a.tu,th-33n-28

a Painter,

1 Paperanger.
hTlPanti an Paperbandone. Wel give you an enti

mate and guarantee to do tbi
workintemtepetanr

17277'th St. N.W. 'Phone.N. I435 M
defi-led

Boys with bicycles
can make good wages
in our messenger
service. Can also use
few without bicycles.

POSTAL
TEL. CABLE CO.

1345 Pa. Ave.

JAARII ICUE
Oocaine Habit Numbers Its
Victims by the Hundred-

AMONG ALL OLASSEB
NO WAY TO STOP .T88 SAZ= 01

THE DRUG.

To Urge Upon Congress the Neessity
for Restrictive Legis-

lation.

"This case presents additional evidence of
the necessity of an asylum for such peo-
ple," were the words spoken from the bench
of the Police Court one day this week by
Judge O'Neal.
The case before him was that of a young

man who was a victim of the cocaine habit.
He was only one of many such persona who
have been before the court recently. There
were scarcely any signs of life about the
young man, and the rosy tint bad long ago
disappeared from his cheeks. In his younger
days he had been handsome and the picture
of health, but the continued use of the co-
caine had brought about a changed condi-
tion, which was so marked that his rela-
tives who had not seen him for several
years would not have recognized him.
"What's the use?" he asked, when given

an opportunity to say something in his own
defense. "It will do me no good."
He was probably right in the assertion

that anything he might say would do him
no good, for the court had become familiar
with his sad condition, and would certainly
not have released nim. He needed treat-
ment, and the judge had made up his mind
that he would do all in his power toward
getting him the treatment. After all, he
could only be fined and sent to the hospi-
tal in default of payment of the penalty. If
he had had the amount of the fine he could
have purchased his liberty and returned to
his old habits. Fortunately for him, how-
ever, he did not have the amount of cash,
and had to go where he would receive treat-
ment.

An Alarming Increase.
"There has been an alarming increase in

the number of 'dope' fiends in this city,"
said a detective to a Star reporter after he
had heard the remarks of the court. "At
first it was the 'soaks' who used whisky
and brandy, and then came the use of
opiates. Laudanum drinkers were numer-
ous, and then morphine fiends came Into
the hands of the police. When it became
possible for persons to visit some of the
Chinese dens and 'hit the pipe' many women
and men were added to the already longlist of victims of 'dope.' But when the use
of cocaine became popular with such per-
sons the habit spread more rapidly, and
now the population of 'dopers' numbers upinto the hundreds, if not thousands. There
is something about the use of cocaine that
makes the habit simple, and the effect is
such as is not caused by any other kind of
'dope.'
"It is the only habit of the kind that has

been contracted to any extent by the col-
ored people," the detective continued.
"Down in New Orleans, where so much co-
caine is received from the islands, the col-
ored men on the levees use it to an almost
unlimited extent. It is now a common prac-tice among the colored people in some sec-
tions of this city. One of them told me one
day that he used the cocaine because it
drove dull care away and put him on a
level with the best people on earth. He ad-
mitted that there always came the drop to
the bottom, and he then felt lower than
McGinty when he took the long tumble.
Most of the people who indulge in such
practices are worthless, and in many in-
stances criminals. If a man has not done
anything wrong before the habit takes held
of him he is likely to do something out of
the way afterward.

.A Dangerous Drug
"Cocaine is generally taken in powder or

liquid form, and, it is said, is more danger-
ous than opium and other narcotics. And
it is because of its dangerous qualities that
something should be done to stop the saleof it to the poor wretches who have no bet-ter sense than to use it. As the law nowstands, It is possible for anybody to enter adrug store and make a purchase, without
even having to tell why he wants it. Someof the druggists, I am told, even have thecocaine already put up in vials which theysell at 10 cents each. The cocaine boughtin this way is generally used as snuff, and
some of those who have been made to feelhappy by its use shove their powder be-neath the noses of other people and try toget them to take a sniff of it. It's hightime something is being done in the matterof preventing the Indiscriminate sale of co-caine to people, and with proper safe-guards thrown about the sales there will befewer people debauched."
Major Sylvester, chief of police, and Dr.J. Ramsey Nevitt, the coroner, are deeplyInterested In the matter of the indiscrimi-nate sales of the stuff for the "dope"fiends, and will do all In their power tohave Congress pass a satisfactory law atthe approaching session. Last year MajorSylvester urged upon the Commissionersthe necessity for the enactment of a lawcovering the subject. In his report last

year he said:
To Prevent the Sale.

"While there has been no general In-
crease In the consumption of opium noted
In this jurisdiction, within the past two
years the cocaine habit has taken a firm
hold among the lower classes, and It is
bound to become a destructive agency If
something Is not done to prevent Its saleby druggists and others and its use exceptunder certain restrictions. Two years agothe general use of cocaine was hardlyknown here, but the habit has rapidly
grown, and In view of the many live.
which are perhaps being wrecked by theexcessive use of these drwgs, the necessityfor prohibition of the sale of cocaine,morphine, chloral, and other pharmaceuti-
cal preparations, Including patented and
registered combinations containing prop-erties of the same kind, except on a pre-scription given by a licensed physician, is
Iquite apparent.I"It might be well In this connection, ifIaction looking to this end Is taken, that*those who prescribe the use of these drugsbe In some manner' restrained from doing
so fot habitual use.
"Another requirement should be that the

druggists filling such prescriptions should
not be allowed to do so unless the holder
of the same surrender them to the dealers,who should not be permitted to fill them a
second time."
A bill covering the 'subject was i'ntro-

duced in Congress at the last session, and
its passage at this session will be urgedby the authorities.
The police are constantly picking up co-

caine victims and sending them to the hos-pitals. On, man had been taken to a hos-
pital so mtny times that the doctors be-
came tired of seeing him and suggested
that he be sent where he could he keptaway from cocaine for a few days. The
next time the man was arrested he was
given treatment and then taken to court
as a vagrant. He was put away for two
months.

Steamboat Lines Kerged.
The Weems line, controlling steamers

running from this city to points on the Po-
tomac river and to Baltimore, has been
merged with the Chester River Steamboat
Company and the Queen Anne's Railway
Company, and the new concern will be
known as the Maryland, Delawaris and Vir-
ginia Railway Company. Mr. T. Murdoek
Is the general freight and passenger agent
of the new company, with Mr. W. L. Roth-
stein, treasurer; Mr. Thomas Benson, chief
engineer of floating equipment, and M(r.W. L Downey, agent. -The new oeerstake charge of the line, at one.

Cbanges in uoye.E
The following notice to mariners regJarda

ing changes in buoyage in'waters visied
by vessels from this city has been Issued
by .the lighthouse authorities and is Of in-
terest:-
Wachapreague Inlet, Va.-Outer u',a

second-class Ean, reported mis,ng Nwem
her U, was found to be in Its erment
tion Neesaber 27.
toRanga

PULLING BEIE
rsma Ai 'Clop nn&

&arcity of Labor on the Islan4-
Pa1ma's Warntng Against a trava

gance-Conditina at Santiago.

Written for The Evening Star.
Sixteen presidential candidates and a

sugar crop of 1,200,000 toss describes the
present conditions in Cuba. I was asked
about affairs there some time ago by some
Americans who were going down to the
Island for a visit and this was the Informa-
tion sent me from Havana for their benefit
It may Interest others who have their eyes
cast in that direction.
The large number of candidates for the

presidency Is of much less consequence
than the sugar crop, but It Is not without
significance. Most people have forgotten
that Cuba has presidential elections the
same as in the United States and the con-
test for the nomination begins a long time
before the voting. The period Is not so

very remote for It Is now three years since
the first election was held under the direc-
tion of the American military authorities
and Estrada Palma was chosen without se-
rious opposition.
The maneuvering now going on in the Cu-

ban Congress is largely to gain the ad-
vantage in the campaign, Which will be un-
der way next fall. The probability is that
before the congress adjourns the issues will
be fairly well determined, though there will
be another session in April with the fur-
ther chance of playing for position. I don't
undertake to name the sixteen candidates
because if the list were made up complaints
might come in from those who were
omitted. It may be said, however, that
among the candidates are several senators
and representatives in the congress, two
or three governors of provinces and also
that President Palma is reported to be will-
ing to succeed himself.

The Estimated Sugar Crop.
In estimating the sugar crop at 1,2O0,0K0

tons there is a margin of guess, because un-

til January, all estimates are uncertain.
But the reciprocity concessions from the
United States and the improvement in the
European market due to the lessening of
the beet root competition, have stimulated
production in Cuba. Even the old partly
worn-out plantations are now being worked
at a profit. Some of the American com-
panies which went in on a large scale four
years' ago and which had rough financial
weather, are reported to be in smooth
waters at last.
One drawback to the ,sugar prospects is

the possible lack of field hands. Labor on
the plantations was not plentiful last sea-
son and It may be scarcer this season. The
number of laborers will not be less, but
there is a larger area of cane under culti-
vation and it is as with the western farm-
ers at harvest time. When the cane has
to be cut too many plantations are cutting
it simultaneously. The capitalists who are
going into the sugar industry In Cuba
are just learning that they must take into
consideration the supply of labor as well
as the productive qualities of the soil.

Scarcity of Labor.
Some stimulus has been given to immi-

gration, but there is yet no widespread
movement. The Cubans are opposed to the
introduction of large numbers of Chinese
coolies, and their opposition is based on

solid economic grounds. Spain continues to
send some of her people, though her trade
withCuba Is decreasing. Italy several months
ago entered into a general treaty which it
was thought would encourage Immigration,
but there has been no general movement as
yet. Besides, the Italians are not accus-
tomed to working In the cane fields, though
in Brazil they do very well on the coffee
plantations.
President Palma, in his message to Con-

gress, called special attentioir to the de-
sirability of encouraging family immigra-
tion. Back of this suggestion was an inti-
mation that some temporary means might
be adopted to secure labor for the crops of
the next twelve months.
The tobacco plantations are not so seri-

ously affected. The Canary Islanders still
come to Cuba for the tobacco season, and
return home during the interval between
the crops. I have not heard that In Pinar
del Rio any serious diminution of the labor
movement of former years has been felt,
though complaint is made of the high wages
that have to be paid.
This general information about the labor

scarcity is given for the benefit of those
who are not familiar with the conditions
and who are contemplating immediate en-
terprises without a full understanding of
the situation. It Is a temporary deficiency
and will not check the Industrial progress
of the island, though for a while it may be
a clog on the expansion of the agricultural
prosperity.
In the minor agricultural industries Amer-

icans appear to be doing very well. The
Florida people, who were among the first to
go ~to Cuba and plant orange groves, are
having a fair measure of success. Many of
these enterprises were undertaken five or
six years ago, and the trees are now bear-
ing. The orange industry is an allurin'g
one, but it has Its limitations. A New York-
er who was in Havana on other business
told me that when he returned he meant to
take a shotgun along to protect himself
from his fellow countrymen who wanted to
sell him orange groves. He declared that
there was a phalanx of these men, and no-
body could run the gauntlet unarmed.

Warning Againt Extravagance.
The fiscal situation is pretty satisfactory,

though President Palma has found it nec-
essary to sound a warning for economy.
His opponents charge him with parsimony.
The new nlag and an appropriation has
about the same effect in Cuba that the old
fag and an appropriation has in the
United States. Everybody is in favor of
public works. Few navigable rivers exist,
but there are harbors to improve and these
call for heavy expenditures. Road-build-
tng is of genuine importance, and the Cu-
ban congressman who expects to be re-
elected makes a great point of securing the
largest .amount possible for his district.
This year 12,000,000 is estimated for public
works, roads a,pd bridges.
By the next fiscal year the probability is

that the Cuban budget will be 320,000,000,
as against $16,000,000 at presept. The Island
can stand this, and possibly a little more,
yet when it gets to making annual appro-
priations of $20.000,000 there will not be
much prospect of a surplus in the treasury.
The pride of President Palma's adminis-
tration has been the surplus.
The regular budget does not provide for

the taxes to meet the interest on the war
loan of $85,000,000. That comes from spe-
cial taxes, and when the refunding opera-
tIons begin an additional tax, though a
light one, on exported cigars and sugar is
to go into effect. Now the veterans are
demanding a settlement of their claims in
full, and another loan of $10,000,000 to $15,-
000,000 is proposed. It is getting to be like
pension legislation In the United States.
The beginning was modpst, but the end no
one can perceive. President Pahma has
sL.ggested 'that the balance of the war
caimns Is too gret and wll'remain unset-
tled unless a reduction Is made by the
laimnants. Apparently be Is willing to

agree to an additional loan of $10,'000,000,
provided that will insure a full settlement.
This would be actually more than the vet-
erans at ene time exuected.
-The Cuban politcians would lke to see
the question settled, but there is competi-
tien among them for the veteras vote,
and no one cares to take an aggressive
stand tn opposition to the payment. H1
may be that the Issue will be set.tled. dur-ing the presepat session of Congress and a
fnai adjustment$ be made which wRi re-
miova the cloud from Cuba's Ananialrk
Thouggp it was Jo )itterl Atta4e tadPatte3saenmt is proving assFee-aom
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