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Weather.

Increasing cloudiness and
warmer tonight; rain in early
morning; tomorrow rainj
light to fresh winds.

Engine House and Condenser
Building Demolished.

DAM.A GE IS $150,000
SERVICE TO CONSUMERS WILL

JfOT BE AFFECTED.

Accident Occurred Before Daylight
This Morning.Two Workmen

Slightly Injured.

An explosion occurred this morning & few-
minute after 3 o'clock at the plant of the
Washington Gas Light Company In south¬
east Washington, that demolished the dou¬
ble building that houses the engine room
and condensing machinery and their con¬
tent*. The damago is estimated at $130,000.
Three men were In the building at the time
the explosion occurred, but neither was seri¬
ously Injured Despite the fact that the
building was completely demolished, the
heavy machinery it contained does not seem
to be damaged to any great extent. Thomas
F. Holden, superintendent of the plant,
was upon the scene shortly after the ex¬

plosion occurred. When he had been as¬

sured that all the men In the building h«.d

EXPLOSION A!
Scene After tl

been accounted for he sent for men and
teams and started the work of removing
the debris in order that there should be no

delay In the work of getting the plant In
¦hape again in a short time.
The falling of the bricks and timbers was

followed by a bright blaze. This was
caused by the burning of escaping gas and
was extinguished In a short time after the
arrival of the Are department, which was
Summoned to the works soon after the
explosion.
H. C. Grady, fifty-eight years old. em¬

ployed as night watchman; Thomas
Woods, night engineer, and John Deming,
the oiler, were the men who were In the
building when the explosion occurred.
Woods was blown through an opening in
the building and landed upon the dirt
roadway on N street, but'received no In-
Jury He got up. covered with dirt, and
hurried back toward the building to see if
lie could be of assistance to the other men
who were In there By the time he reach¬
ed the demolished structure other men
from the different parts of the plant were
upon the scene ready to render assist¬
ance. The blaze that followed caused
them to fear that Demlng and Grady would
be cremated If they had not already es¬

caped from the building. Woods and the
others were willing to risk their own lives,
however. In order to find eDmlng. and
the rr.t-n were soon brought out of the
building.

Engineer Was Stunned.
Deming was In the cellar getting a can of

If when the crash came and fortunately
opening to the ground floor had not

¦ n obstructed by the mass of debris. He
.inaged to get out without being asslst-
J). but Grady was found seated on n

(air In the engine room. The shock had
¦en so great that he was stunned and un¬

file to walk. Workmen removed him
jt-om the building and he was sent to the
Jospltal. The debris was piled iibout the
chair upon which Grady was seated, but
his only injury was a cut on his neck.
Demlng received a slight cut on his face.
Woods and Deming returned to the plant
later In the morning and watched the
progress made by the workmen. Grady
remained at the Casualty Hospital after
his wounds had been dressed, but the sur¬

geons assured his friends that he had re¬

ceived no severe Injury.
Officials of the Washington Gas I..lght

Company expressed themselves as being
greatly relieved when they learned that
loss of life had -.ot attended the acci¬
dent. They were also glad that the
amount of damage was not greater, as

they realized how serious it might have
been because of the amount of gas in the
tanks and the quantity of inflammable ma¬

terial that was in the purifying building.
Tills latter building escaped damage.

Will Not Affect Consumer.
The explosion and damage caused to the

plant will throw more work on the plant
at 2<;th and Q streets, but will not Interfere

with the gas service to consumers. It Is

¦aid that the Southeast Washington plant is
one of the most modern plants of its kind
tn the United States and that it was be-
causo of the solidity of the demolished
.tructure that more damage was not done.
The walls had a thickness of 22V& Inches to

the top of the first story and 17 inches from
there to the top of the building. On the
outer edge of the north wall were heavy
steel pipes, and they prevented the falling
of that part of the structure. The machin¬
ery was saved from serious damage by the
walls falling outward.
Assistant Engineer Burns of No. 18 engine

company was <fn watch this morning and
he saw the bright light made by the blaze
that followed the explosion. Other mem¬
bers of the company heard the noise caused
by the explosion, but thought it was made
by a train paSslng through the tunnel. As
«oon as the assistant engineer saw the
ttght he aroused the members of the com¬
pany and Capt. McLean started them out
before an alarm was turned in. It hap-

ned |pat one member of the company had
en employed at the plant and realized

what it would mean If the blaze reached
flU purlfylrtg 3>ulldlng.
"It will meaR that the navy yard will be

blown away," he remarked.
Capt. McLean then had his men direct

their attention to the work of protecting the
building mentioned, as he did not want a
.econd and more serious explosion to oocur.
Soon after the supply of gas was cut off the
NAM waa extinguished and there was no

longer any danger of further damage being
done.

Investigating Causer of Accident.
It was not until after tlie dust and smoke

had cleared away that General Manager
I.eetch and Superintendent Holden were

able to get a definite Idea ot just what
damage had been done. The condition of
the building and tho damage caused other
buildings Indicated that the explosion had
probably taken place In the engine room,
which was In the east end of the double
building. The gable end of the wall at that
end had been thrown against the west wall
of the retort building and slightly damaged
the latter structure. As a matter of pre¬
caution all the fires in the retort building
were withdrawn and the entire plant was
shut down. In the other end of the double
building the gable wall fell in the direc¬
tion of the purifying building, where there
was the greatest danger. Fortunately the
solid wall struck against a frame structure
out=ide the purifying building and was
broken, thereby preventing the possibility
of a second and more serious explosion.
The front wall of the building fell toward
the river on N street. Fire Marshal Nich¬
olson and Frank Vermillion, Inspector of
steam boilers, were upon the scene shortly
after the explosion occurred. The former
endeavored to ascertain the cause of the
explosion and ttie latter was there for the
purpose of looking after the boilers.
The building was 108 feet long and

feet wide, and was well ventilated, the
large windows being kept open all the
t'me In order to get the benefit of the cojl
air upon the pipes. Mr. Holden said to
a Star reporter this afternoon that he ex¬

pected he would be able to get the ma¬
chinery under a temporary roof within
forty-eight hours. No expense will he
spared to get the plant In working order
at the earliest possible moment.

Six-Inch Main Seat of Trouble.
L. B. Selb, assistant fire marshal, sub¬

mitted a report to Chief Belt this after¬
noon, telling of the result of the Investi¬
gation he conducted with Fire Marshal
Nicholson. It was found that the explo-

r GAS WORKS.
ie Explosion.

slon occurred In the six-Inch by-pass gas
main. This connected with a twenty-Inch
main that led to a condensing engine, the
head of the smaller main being blown out.
They also found that there was a leakage
of gas $.nd that It Ignited from the lights
In the building.
As a result the Investigation by the offi¬

cials of the gas company, completed late
this afternoon, the announcement Is ina.de
thRt the buildings and their entire contents
of intricate machinery are a total loss. They
estimate their loss to be not less than $150,-
000. The work of repairing the damage will
begin Immediately.

Necessity for Duplicate Plants.
The accident, while It will not affect con¬

sumers, shows the necessity of the main¬
tenance by public service corporations of
duplicate plants. It Is said. Fortunately
for itself and the public, the Washington
Gas-light Company has been beforehand,
it Is stated. In safeguarding against acci¬
dents incident to the conduct of an In¬
herently hazardous business. To do this
required a large Investment of capital, it
Is further stated, and proportionate annual
outlays, but the event, It Is believed, Justi¬
fies the propriety and wisdom of making
them. For, notwithstanding the destruc¬
tion of the engine room and consequent
stoppage temporarily of this the company's
principal plant, at a time when the demand
fur gas is greater than usual. t"he works at
the west station of the company have ca¬
pacity enough by working continuously to
meet all the requirements of the city and of
lt» private patrons.

DESIGN FOB ARMY HOSPITAL.

That by Marsh & Peter Accepted by
Secretary Taft.

On the recommendation of Surg. Gen.
O'Reilly, Secretary Taft has accepted
sketch plans prepared by Marsh & Peter of
this city for the Army General Hospital, to
be erected on the Cameron tract on the
Brlghtwood road opposite the National Bat¬
tle cemetery, under an act of Congress fix¬
ing $."?0<>,000 as the limit of cost of such a

building.
A board of officers, composed of Majors

William C. Borden and W. D. MeCall of the
medical department and Major Thomas Sla-
vens of the quartermaster's department,
was appointed to consider the designs for
the hospital submitted by various archi¬
tects, and selected that of Marsh & Peter
as the onfc best adapted for the purpose.

FAVORABLE ACTION ASKED.

Two Military Bills Submitted to Con¬
gress by Secretary Taft.

Secretary Taft has written letters to .he
presiding officers of both houses of Con¬
gress. submitting drafts of two bills, one

providing for an increase of fourteen of¬
ficers in the ordnanre department of the
army, and the other providing for an In¬
crease In the efficiency of the medical de¬
partment. Both of the bills recommended
are substantially the same as bills passed
by the Senate at Its last session, but which
failed of action In the House.
The Secretary of War refers to the dis¬

advantageous condition of the ordnance de¬

partment because of the lack of a sufficient
number of officers, and says that the leg¬
islation requested, which Is much needed,
will Involve an expense of only $41,020 over
that carried by the present organization.
Secretary Taft says that the bill in ref¬
erence to the medical department involves
no radical departure from existing methods
nor an appreciable increase In cost, but
tnat Its enactment would be highly bene¬
ficial to the efficiency of the corps.

French Ambassador Invited to Lecture.
M. Jussernnd, the French ambassador to

this country, has been invited by several
of the municipal and university authorities
of Chicago, 111., to deliver a lecture In that
city. The ambassador has accepted the In¬
vitation and expects to leave for that city
on Saturday, December 10. He will remain
there for two or three days, and return at
once to his post in Washington.

NEED OF PROMPTNESS
Early Passage of the Panama

Bill Desired.

BAD EFFECT OF DELAY

WORK ON THE CANAL MIGHT BE

SERIOUSLY EMBARRASSED.

Laborers Mindful of the Unfortunate

Experience With the Two French

Companies.

Considerable anxiety Is being manifested
over the reception which is awaiting the
Panama emergency appropriation bill in
the Senate. Secretary Taft has been talk¬
ing to senators upon the subject, and does
not conceal his concern lest there should be
serious delay. The report that several
democrats intended to insist upon a thor¬
ough explanation of all salaries and ex¬

penditures by the commission before per¬
mitting the bill to pass has added to the
apprehension of the administration that the
bill may be delayed.

It is said that the commission will have
enough money on hand to pay the next
pay roll on the Isthmus, the 15tli of Decem¬
ber, but will not have enough money to
meet the pay roll falling due December
AO, and that it will be neccssary to have
the bill enacted Into law by December 18
In order to provide for the j>ayment of the
80th.

Apprehensive of Embarrassment.
The administration, It is said, Is fearful

that there will be serious interference with
actual work on the isthmus if there should
be the least delay in paying the laborers.
The bulk of these are Ignorant West In¬
dians, who,do not have any too much con¬

fidence In the canal project at the best, and
who were obtained and are retained for
duty on the isthmus with considerable dif¬
ficulty. They remember the unfortunate
experiences of their fellow-countrymen with
the old French company, and later, In a

less degree, with the new French company,
and are likely to stampede in a body at
the least sign of faltering by their present
employers.
The governor of Jamaica protested

against the transportation of the Jamaica
laborers, and claimed that they would run
the risk of becoming a charge upon the
public through sickness or improvidence,
or perhaps through embarrassment in the
pay roll. It was necessary for several mem¬
bers of the isthmian canal commission to
go to Jamaica and convince the governor
that Uncle Sam would take care of the
health of his workmen "and would see to it
that they received their wages.

Contractors Disturbed.
Another difficulty which the canal com¬

mission already is experiencing, so it is rep¬
resented to senators, is apprehension on the
part of American contractors growing out
of the disinclination of Congress to furnish
money promptly. It was said at the Capi¬
tol today that the commission is receiving
letters from contractors who are to furnish
supplies that any delay In prompt cash
payment would ruin them. There are hints
that the government may find prices in¬
creased through fear of alleged embarrass¬
ments in the settlement of vouchers.

MR. GORMAN RE-ELECTED.

Will Continue to Be Democratic Leader
in the Senate.

The democrats of the Senate held a cau¬
cus this morning for the purpose of ef¬
fecting a party organization in the Senate
for this session. Mr. Gorman was re-elect¬
ed the democratic leader, Mr. Blackburn
of ICcntucky was re-elected vice chairman
and Mr. Carmack of Tennessee was re¬
elected secretary. Mr. Teller was substi¬
tuted for Mr. Cockrell on the steering
committee.
The report was In circulation last night

that Mr. Gorman was to be deposed from
leadership at today's caucus and that Mr.
Bailey was to be put In charge. Nothing
occurred in the caucus to Indicate such
a desire on the part of the democrats, and
In fact it was Mr. Bailey who placed Mr.
Gorman for the election as caucus chair¬
man.

It is said, however, that there may be
a division of leadership in the Senate, Mr.
Gorman to remain the )>raetioal leader and
adviser to his party, while Mr. Bailey will
take active charge on tho floor and will
be the field marshal in all engagementswith the opposition.

MERIWETHER'S CASE REVIEWED.
It is Believed That He Has Been Sen¬

tenced to Dismissal.
Secretary Bonaparte has received the

record in the case of Midshipman Minor
Meriwether, jr., tried by court-martial at
Annapolis for alleged responsibility for the
death of Midshipman Branch, and will
probably announce his action In a few
days. The judge advocate general of the
navy has completed his review of the case
and submitted his report to the Secretary,
and the latter is now prepared to discuss
the case with the President before taking
final action.
Although not officially admitted. It is gen¬erally understood that the court acquittedMidshipman Meriwether of the main chargeof manslaughter, but found him guilty of

the less serious charges preferred againsthim and sentenced him to be dismissed.
Whether or not that is the fact will not be
definitely known until the Navy Depart¬
ment announces Its action.

ESTIMATES FOR APPROPRIATIONS
Statement Issued by Senate and House

Committees.
A statement was Issued by the appropri¬

ations committees of the Senate and House
today summarizing the estimates for ap¬
propriation!! to be made at the present ses¬
sion of Congress for the fiscal year 1907.
The total for all purposes aggregates $804,-
290.415. These estimates are greater than
the appropriations for the current year by
$19,170,155. The War Department asks
$863,463 less than was appropriated last
year, and the river and harbor Item, which
last year amounted to $18,181,875. is omitted
entirely this year. With these exceptions
every department of the government has
asked for more money than the current
appropriation.
The two largest increase* are asked by

the navy, $21,229,038, and the Post Office
Department, $12,187,9i70.
The estimates of the appropriations com¬

mittees exceed those of Secretary Shaw by
nearly $200,000,000, which is accounted for
by the fact that the Secretary of the Treas¬
ury estimates for the Post Office Depart¬
ment only that sum which will have to
come from the treasury for Its mainte¬
nance, not Including postal revenues applied
to the support of that department. Hie
estimate for the Post Office Department la
$7,620,000, while that of the appropriations
committees Is $283,210,070.

MITCHELL IS DEAD
Oregon Senate. D yA at Port-

laud Today.
KEPT ALIVE FOR HOURS

WAS IN UNCONSCIOUS CONDITION
SINCE 3 O CLOCK A. M.

Biographical Sketch of His Career.

Feeling at the Capitol Among
Qld Associates.

A flash telegram from Portland,
Ore., as The Star goes to press re¬

ports that Senator Mitchell is dead.
PORTLAND. Oregon, December 8..
"At 8 o'clock last night he was In a semi¬

comatose state and his mind was wandering
more or loss. Mr. Mitchell has suffered
many years from diahetlc trouble, which,
with the mental strain to which he has been
subjected and his advanced age, malw it
difficult for him to overcome a trouble that
otherwise might not prove serious."
At 8 o'clock a.m. today Senator Mitchell

was to all Intents and purposes dead. Dis¬
solution set in about 3 o'clock this morn-

Ing, but life clung to him tenaciously.
Mortification fust manifested itself In hi3
extremities, tWe^ efforts of the physicians
being devoted to keeping him alive with
saline solutions.
At l> o'clock Senator Mitchell was still

alive. The physicians administered power¬
ful stimulants for six or seven hours, but
failed to restore lilm to consciousness. Oc¬
casionally a flash of menial action was
noticeable, but it was gone almost Immedi¬
ately. The senator never realized his con¬
dition. The chief nurse in attendance said
at 9 o'clock that death was a question of a
few hours at most.

Senator Mitchell's CareeT.
John Hippie Mitchell was born in Wash¬

ington county. Pa., .Tune 22. 15G5. He was
reared on a farm and secured the rudiments
of an education at a district school. At
the age of seventeen he began teaching to
secure means to pay his" tuition at Butler
Academy, from which he later graduated.
He studied law in the office of former At¬
torney General of Pennsylvania Samuel A.
Purvlance.
He practiced law In Pennsylvania until

April, 1S(S0, when he went to California,
locating first at San I.uls Obispo and later
at San Franoiseo. In July of that year he
went to Portland, Oregon.
The energy thlt has characterized his en¬

tire career secured his election on the re¬
publican ticket as town counsel of Portland
In 1SG1. The next year he was elected to
the state senate. He failed of election to
the United States Senate in 186*5 by one
vote. He had formed a law partnership
in 1862 with the late United States Senator
J. N. Dolph, enduring until 1875, wlien Mr.
Mitchell was elected to the national Senate.
A democratic legislature In 1870 failed to
return him to the Senate.
lie engaged in the practice of law In Port¬

land until 188S, when he was re-elected to
bo United States senator at a special ses¬
sion of the legislature, that body having
failed to chooso a senator either in 1881
or 1883. He failed to be returned In 1807,
and followed his profession. In partnership
with Judge A. H. Tanner, until 1901, when
the legislature again chose him as one of
the state's representatives in the United
States Senate.

Lost Political Influence.
It was only when his connection with *

conspiracy to defraud the government of
Its public domain was made manifest by
his conviction in the federal court that he
lost the political influence which he had
held for a greater part of a half century."
From his seventieth birthday, June 22 last,
the day on which his guilt was decreed,
Senator Mitchell has rapidly declined. Not
In recent years a hearty man, a severe cold
a year ago, followed by the breaking of a
Umb during the latter part of last summer,
mental strain and humiliation rapidly
¦apped his vitality until he was In poor
condition physically, which was added to
by the blood colson that frequently char¬
acterizes a sufferer from diabetes.
Senator Mitchell's wife Is in Pari?, where

she has spent a largo part of her time
since the marriage of their daughter Mar¬
garet to the Duke of Hochefoucauld. A
son, John H- Mitchell, jr., resides at Min¬
neapolis. IJeut. Hiram Mitchell, U. S. A.,
la also a son of the senator.

The news that Senator Mitchell was be¬
yond hope of recovery was received at the
Capitol today with many expressions of
sympathy. Whatever may have been the
view of senators as to the facts concerning
Senator Mitchell's prosecution, he held a
warm place In the hearts of many of the
senators who had known him and had only
a high regard for his Integrity, and were
without a thought of the possibility of any
misconduct on his part until his accusation
and prosecution In the Oregon cases.
Today the scene In the Senate of last

winter, when Senator Mitchell In a most
dramatic manner declared his Innocence of
any wrong-doing, and standing at his place
In the Senate, -vlth every seat on the floor
filled and with the galleries occupied by hun¬
dreds of people, called upon "God to wit¬
ness" his Innocence, was recalled with in¬
terest. On that occasion the senator was
so affected at times that he could hardly
continue his task of making a personal ex¬
planation of the charges against him.
It has long been known to senators that

Senator Mitchell has been suffering terrible
depression ever since charges of wrong¬
doing were made against him. Many of his
friends have feared that his health would
break down under this terrible strain of
mental depression, as he Had not been In
vigorous condition nhyaically for many
years.

IS

Mrs. Mary Rogers Hanged at

Windsor, Vt., Today.
EFFORTS TO SAVE HER
GOV. BELL REFUSED ABSOLUTELY

TO INTERFERE.'

Drop Fell at 1:13 O'Clock P. M..Last

Scenes and Incidents.Story
of the Grim*.

Mrs. Mar}' Mabel Rogers was

hanged at the Vermont state prison
at Windsor at 1:13 o'clock this
afternoon for the murder of her hus¬
band, Marcus Rogers, at Benning¬
ton, August 13, 1902. Mrs. Rogers
was pronounced dead by the prison
officials at 1127130.
The execution took place after

the woman had been twice reprieved
on account of appeals made in her
case by her counsel and after the
Lnited States Supreme Court had
refused to take action in the case.

Only a comparatively few persons
witnessed the hanging, the number
being restricted to those permitted
to attend by the laws of Vermont,

Mrs. Rogers maintained her com-l
posure to the last and mounted the
gallows with a steady step. Al¬
though a deathly pallor overspread
her countenance, hardly a muscle
quivered as Deputy Sheriff Spaf-
ford pronounced the fatal words: "I
now proceed to execute the sentence I
of the law, and may God have mercy
011 your soul." -j
When the words were pronourtced

Deputy Sheriff Angus McAuIev
sprung the trap and the drop fell.
WINDSOR, Vt., December 8..Promptly I

at 1:00 o'clock Deputy Sheriff Spafford, who I
was in charge of the execution, dispatched I
two of his deputies to Mrs. Rogers' cell. In I
the central section of the state prison, where j
the women prisoners are confined. In the J
meantime a little group, consisting of sher- I
lffs, deputies, prison guards, military guards, I
legal witnesses and three Vermont newspa¬
per representatives, had assembled In the I
west or old wing of the prison, where the I
scaffold had been erected. I
A few minutes after the sheriff had sent I

his deputies for the condemned woman the
sound of footsteps In the corridor indicated I
the approach of the doomed woman.
The death procession wended Its way-

down the stairs of the women's section of
the prison, through the guard room and
into the west wing. I

Calmest Person in Party.
Mrs. Rogers appeared to be the calmest

person In the party, although her pallor
bore silent witness that she realized the
meaning of it all. She was gowned In
black. Deputy sheriffs marched on each
side of her.
Previous to the march to the scaffold.

Rev. Father C. C. Delaney, pastor of the
local Roman Catholic Church, Mrs. Rogers'
spiritual adviser, had recited the prayers
for the dying in Mrs. Rogers' sell. The
clergyman did not accompany Airs. Rogers
to the scaffold. Prison Chaplain Hayes wit¬
nessed the execution through a window. I
Passing through the door that opens from

the guard room into the west wing, Mrs.
Rogers was obliged to descend a (light of
iron steps. She did not flinch. Her step
was firm. She refused the aid of the depu¬
ties, and refrained from steadying herself
by the Iron balustrade.

Steps to the Scaffold.
A few short steps brought her to the

stairs leading to the scaffold. Again Mrs.
Rogers declined assistance, and unaided
mounted steadily to the top, stopping ex¬

actly upon the center of the trap. She
sat down In a chair for a moment, and
when asked if she had any final statement
to make, shook her head negatively.
To bind the condemned woman with leath¬

er straps was the work of a minute only.
A large black sack that was lying open
upon the trap was brought up about her
body and fastened around her neck, the
noose was adjusted by one of the deputies
and another deputy put the black cap upon
her head. The next step was the official
announcement by the sheriff:
"Mary M. Rogers, I now proceed to exe¬

cute the sentence of the law, and may God
have mercy on your soul."
Hardly had the words been uttered when

the^trap was sprung. It was exactly 1:13
p.m. when the drop fell, and the woman was

officially pronounced dead at 1.27%.
In the opinion of the attending physicians,

Mrs. Rogers' neck was broken.
The law having been fulfilled the deputies,

guards and spectators quietly left the
prison. The body was cut down and placed
in a coffin that liad been awaiting it behind
the scaffold.
Mrs. Rogers' body had been claimed by

her mother and sister, and will be burled
by them at Hooslck Fulls, N. Y., where
the mother, Mrs. Josie Callahan, resides.

Governor Declined Reprieve.
A telephone message from Wrhlte River

Junction to the state prison at Windsor,
Va.. sent by Attorney Charles A. Mc¬
Carthy, representing Mrs. Mary M.
Rogers, to the effect that Governor Bell
had declined to grant a reprieve. Indicated
that the lastNjjossibiiity of Interfeiynce with
the execution of the woman, set for this
afternoon, had vanished. The lawyer's in¬
formation was Verified a few moments later
by an official telephone call( from Governor
Bell to Sheriff Henry H. Peck. The final
arrangements for carrying out the death
sentence then were made.
The information that the governor had

refused further <to Interfere did not sur¬
prise the prlsop officials in view of the re¬
peated declarations of the governor that his
duty required that the law must take its
course.
Aside from the presence of an unusual

number of deputy sheriffs and a large num¬
ber of newspaper correspondents and tele¬
graph operators, the town of Windsor pro¬
ceeded with Its business as usual today.
There was apparently little Interest In

what was taking place at the prison. Sheriff
Peck came from White River Junction on
an early train. He seemed considerably af¬
fected by the prospect before him. It was

recalled that he had at one time headed a
movement among the county officers to se¬
cure a reprieve for the condemned woman.
Sheriff Peck was not personally to act as
executioner. He had delegated all the ac¬
tual work to deputies. As high sheriff of
Windsor county the law requires him to be
present at the hanging, however.
At the prison no one was admitted dur¬

ing the forenoon except persons directly
connected either with the Institution or the
execution. All attempts to gain informa¬
tion concerning Mis. Rogers' rondltinn were
frustrated by the guard at the prison en¬
trance. Finally, however, newspaper rep¬resentatives, who, by ruling of the officials,
were Mie only press men permitted to w t-
ness the hanging, were escorted into the
prison.

Official Account of Last Days.
By agreement between Governor Bell,

Sheriff Peck and Superintendent I>ovall the
following official account of Mrs. Rogers'
last days was given by the prison authori¬
ties and Mrs. M. II. I-oukes, one of the
death watch:
"The death watch began November 18.when Mrs. Rogers was placed In solitaryconfinement in a cell on the southwest cor¬

ner of the women's department on thelower floor. The death watch consisted ofMr. and Mrs. M. 11. I^oukes of the prisonstaff, who- have passed every hour of theday and night with Mrs. Rogers except for
an occasional brief relief by some otherprison official. This room has containedtwo beds, curtained off from each other,and here Mrs. Rogers and her death watchhave slept night after night, and here, too.
on a small table they have eaten regularlytogether. The windows overlooking the
prison yard are painted, so that the In¬
mates of the room have had absolutely no
opportunity to see out of it.
"The only visitors in the death roomsince solitary confinement began have been

Superintendent Lovell, Warden Palmer,Miss S. J. Durkee, the matron; Rev. W. H.
Hayes, the prison chaplain; Rev. Father
C._ C. Delaney and Marguerite, the four-
year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. I^oukes.
The little girl has helped to divert Mrs.
Rogers' mind by her childish prattle. Mrs.
Rogers has slept well most of the nightssince the death watch began, and her ap¬
petite lias not failed her. Last night she
did not go to bed without sonie urging. She
retired about 11 o'clock and slept fairlywell until 5 o'clock this morning.

In Good Spirits All the Time.
"Mrs. Rogers has been In good spirits all

the time, considering, of course, what must
have been passing in l;er mind In anticipa¬
tion of the awful hour of execution. She
has conversed with the death watch, hut
has talked but little of her case except
when Superintendent Ixivell was present.
She has occupied her time to a great ex¬
tent In crocheting lace for aprons to be sent
to relatives and persons who had sent
money to her. At night her crocheting
needle was regularly taken away from her,
to be given to her again the next day. She
has read the Bible and has even committed
some passages to memory. She lias written
a few letters to relatives and sympathizing
persons. She has never lost hope that in
some way hei* life might be spared, and
even this morning appeared to retain some
faint idea that at the last moment some- ,thing might Interpose to save her.
"The gallows was erected, however, but jevery precaution was taken to muffle the

sounds of the hammer, and no intimation
whatever that the work was in progress
reached Mrs. Rogers' cell.
"Even the death watch did not know

about it. Mrs. Rogers, however, was curi¬
ous and kept inquiring through the day if
the gallows was being made ready. Toward
night Matron uurkee told her that it was.

Religious Services.
"Yesterday morning Rev. Father De¬

laney of the Roman Catholic Church ad¬
ministered communion to Mrs. Rogers
and gave her spiritual consolation. In the
afternoon Rev. "W illlam H. Hayes, the
prison chaplain, visited her cell and read
the Scriptures and prayed with her. After
he went away Mrs. Rogers joined with
Mr. and Mrs. Loukes In singing hymns.
Mrs. Rogers asked for the visit of the i
clergyman and apoeared to believe that ,
her sins had been forgiven. She had not
confessed her crime directly and posi¬
tively nor had she explicitly denied tt.
Indeed, she has said little about It lately.
She said she did not consider It brave to
go to the scaffold and make a confession,
and that it would not do her any good to
tell what other people had done. When
she allowed herself to dwell upon the
ordeal of today she appeared to be mak- .

ing every effort to go to her fate bravely
and with firmness. The usual talk has
been current about some kind of an opi¬
ate being administered to her to deaden
her sensibilities, but It is unqualifiedly
false. Mrs. Rogers did not drink even
coffee or tea, but contented herself solely
with cold water.
"Superintendent Ixjvell visited Mrs. nog-

ers' cell last night and talked with her a
few moments. She was in good spirits and
even told a story just before he left. She
said her case was not properly managed. '

The time set for the execution was be¬
tween 1 and 2 o'clock, and It was Intended
to start the death procession Immediately
after 1 o'clock. Soon after the news was
broken to Mrs. Rogers that Gov. Bell had
declined to grant her a further reprieve
Matron Durkee went to the condemned
woman's cell to prepare her for the execu¬
tion. Miss Durkee assisted Mrs. Rogers to
dress In a simple gown of black.
All of the deputy sheriffs were at the

prison more than an hour before the time
of the execution. In the street in the vicin¬
ity of the prison just before 1 o'clock a
small crowd, numbering perhaps thirty per¬
sons, gathered, apparently hoping to get
glimpses of Mrs. Rogers as she was led
down the stairs from the women's section
of the prison to the scaffold. Nothing could
be seen of the gallows, as a curtain had
been drawn across a window near which It
stood.

IMPORTUNED GOVERNOR.
Conference of Attorneys and Execu¬

tive Proved Fruitless.
WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, Vt., De¬

cember 8..Although Gov. Charles J. Bell
agreed early today to hear what the at¬
torneys for Mrs. Mary M. Rogers had to
say In behalf of a reprieve for the con¬
demned woman, there was little indication
that their efforts would prevent the exe¬
cution, and It was expected that she would
bo hanged between the hours of 1 and '*
o'clock this afternoon.
Gov. Bell and party arrived hero fionj

Chicago by way of Montreal at 3:15 a.m.
today. E. B. Fllnn of Springfield, one or
the lawyers who have been active m the
Interests of Mrs. Rogers, boarded the tram
near the Canadian boundary line, and at
Montpeller Junction Attorney Charles A.
McCaithy of Iloosic Falls, N. Y., Joined
him. Neither had any conversation with
Gov. Bell regarding any new evldenco they
were prepared to offer. Mr. Flinn was
able to see the governor for a few mo¬
ments. and the latter agreed to hear any¬
thing that the lawyers had to say at lt»
a
The governor was approached by a num¬

ber of newspaper men as soon as he ar¬
rived, but to all Inquiries ho said: "I am
going to bed; I have nothing to say." He
retired before 4 a.m.

Nothing to Prevent Execution.
Secretary Walters stated early today

that he had heard of nothing that could
prevent the execution.
In the governor's mall, Mr. Walters said,

were slxty-*lx letters, only one of which was
written by a resident of Vermont, begging
clemency for the condemned woman. Sec¬
retary Walters did not bring the official
seal here. Before a reprieve could become
a legal document it would have to bear
the seal of the state executive.
Among the other arrivals here early to¬

day was Mrs. Jessie Partlon of Cincinnati,
who brought two suit cases said to con-
tain 43,000 signatures of Ohio people who
"
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T.F.RYANONTHESTAND
At Insurance Inquiry in New

York Today.
TELLS OF STOCK DEAL
BOUGHT HYDE INTEREST TO PRE¬

VENT A PANIC.

Refused to Answer Many Questions M
to What Passed Between Him.

and Harriman.

NEW YORK. December 8. Thomas F.
Ryan, who purchased the control of tho
Equitable Life Assurance Society by buy¬
ing: the stock of James H. Hyde, was tho
first witness before the Insurance Investi¬
gating committee today.
Mr.' Ryan testified that he bought the

Hyde Equitable stock because he believed
that by so doing he prevented the most tre¬
mendous panic the country had ever seen,
which, he believed, would have followed It
the Equitable had been put In the hands of
a receiver. Mr. Ryan said that after his
purchase E. H. Harriman, president of the
Union Pacific railroad, desired to share In
the purchase. Mr. Ryan refused Mr. Har-
rlman's offer.
Mr. Ryan declined to answer questions as

to what was said at the conversation be¬
tween him and Mr. Harriman. Mr. Hughes
said he wanted to know whether tber< was

any truth in the report that it was hinted
there would be an investigation of the Ilfs
insurance business if Mr. Harriman was not
given an Interest in the Equitable.

Declined to Answer Qu?stions.
Mr. Ryan declined to answer and was up¬

held In his declination by I'aul D. Cravatb,
his attorney.
Chairman Armstrong of the committee

said the question was proper and should
have been answered. Mr. Hughes here
asked If Mr. Harriman had said anything
to Intimate that anything disastrous would
happen to Mr. Ryan's interests if he refused
to share with Mr. Harriman. Mr. Ryan
again refused to answer, although ("hair-
man Armstrong. In the name of the com¬
mittee, directed him to reply. Then, on ad¬
vice of counsel, Mr. Ryan replied that Mr.
Harriman had not made such a threat. Mr.
Ryan said he had directed his counsel to
make the trusteeship of Equitable stock per¬
petual, because he did not want any heir of
his ever to control the property.
At the opening of his testimony Mr.

Ryan was questioned about his purchase of
the Hyde stock in the Equitable. He said
that he paid Jame3 H. Hyde $_',5CO.O'JO for
tha stock.
"Did you obtain an advance from any in¬

stitution?" asked Mr. Hughes.
"No."
Mr. Ryan added that no one contributed

to the payment, and he said he knew of the
provision in the oharter of the Equitable
Society that the stock can pay only 7 per
cent in annual dividends.

Foresaw Disaster for Equitable.
He said be was moved to make the pur¬

chase because he had large interests that
would be affected by financial disaster, and
that he foresaw such disaster In a receiv¬
ership for the Equitable Society. To avert
this he thought he ought to get possession
of the society. His theory was that a mart
Is not judged so much by what ho Is as by
what he does, and It seemed worth doing.
to take this proprety out of the hands In
which he believed it was going to destruc¬
tion. He determined not to exercise the
voting power, but to put that power into
the hands of voting trustees of so high
character as to be above suspicion.
Mr. R>an offered a letter which he had

written to Mr. Cleveland, and it was read
by Mr. Hughes. The letter called Mr.
Cleveland's attention to the fact that pub¬
lic confidence had been shaken by the con¬
dition In the Equitable Society, and that
the condition of the society amounted to a
public misfortune. It described the voting
trustee plan now in operation In the man¬
agement of the society.
Mr. Hughes ulso read another letter writ¬

ten by Mr. Ryan (o the three trustees of
the Equitable Socicty, in which Mr. Ryan
said he is sole owner of the &02 shares of
the Hyde stock and is under no obligation
to any living man. Mr. Ryan's letter de¬
clared that he would sell his stock only to
the society for Its own benefit, but the trus¬
tees could not retire it by paying Ryaa
J2,500,000.

Not Holding Stock for Hyde.
Mr. Ryan testified that he got no part of

his payment of ID,000 back from Hyde
and Is not holding the stock for Mr. Hyde.
Mr. Hughes asked why Mr. Ryan represent¬
ed himself to be acting with other policy
holders when he made the purchase. Mr.
Ryan replied that there were some small
police holders who expressed a willingness
to join him, but they did not do so.
He had heard there were men in Wall

street who had axes to grind and who want¬
ed to get the stock. He thought that a
purchase by these interests migi t be detri¬
mental to the society und give an advan¬
tage to certain financial enterprises. He
denied that he was moved himself by any
such Influences In getting control of the so¬
ciety. He wanted to shut out from he
Equltable's treasure house men who had
Interests of their own to advance.
Mr. Ryan said that, while the term of

the trust was for five years only, he had
agreed to extend It so long as he lives if re¬
quested by the trustees to do so. He had
requested particularly that the clause In
the purchase agreem.nt providing for such
extension be made binding.
The trustees, he said, did not consu't him

as to whom shall be elected directors. Mr.
Ryan said the trustees could Jej< ct men
chosen by vote of policy holders, and that
plan was put Into eff< ct because he ft-ared
undesirable men might be elected by policy
holders on a chance vote.

Agreement Carried Out.
The agreement has been carried out. so far

as Mr. Ryan knows. The trustees h ive th#
Bole right to vote the stock and to elect the
board of directors.
"How did it happen that you wer- willing

to pay $2,500,000 for stock which you then
put into the hands of trustees and upon
which you get only 7 per cent?" a^kt-d Mr,
Hughes.
"I did It for the purpose I described," re¬

plied Mr. Ryan. "X thought I was do ng a

Rubllc service and to prevent the most tre¬
mendous panic the country has ever seen
If the Equitable went Into the hands of a
receiver." Mr. Ryan said he thinks the
policy holders are safer under stock owner¬

ship because there would then be s. respon¬
sible management.
Reverting to Herrlpian's request for per¬

mission to take a portion of the stock. Mr.
Ryan said he thought likely ha toid Mr.
Harriman he should go ahead with his plan
is he saw fit, regardess of what Mr. Harri¬
man wanted. Mr. Ryan toid Mr. Harriman
he wanted to be undisturbed In putting tha
plan of trustees Into operation.

Harriman Tried to Get Stock.
Mr. Ryan did not remember how much

>f the stock Mr. Harriman wanted, and
la declined to say whether Harriman of-
lered to put the stock In trust. Mr. Har¬
riman, he said, was the only man who
;rled to get a share of the stock.
"Our relations became strained," Mid


