
salaries anil exorbitant commissions,
gratuities to mm of Influence and
Contributions for political cami»aign pur¬
poses. lie Invokes the power of the state
to shield him more effectively and to curb
the companies and their directors.
"You will be called upon to make a radi¬

cal revision of the law for the benefit of
Investors In life Insurance and for the regu¬
lation and restraint of the companies lVe
may well consider at this time the ex¬

pediency of providing for more thorough
regulation by the department of insurance.
Pnder the new Insurance law of Germany
not only are thorough Investigation and
ptibllcit) Insured, but the government di¬
rector actually enters Into the business
methods of the corporation
"We can learn much from a careful ex¬

amination of this law. although gome Of
its provisions may be deemed too paternal
for our differing conditions of business and
political life or objectionable as leaving too
much to the discretion of the Insurance
department.

Funds Should Bo Safeguarded.
"The funds of Insurance companies should

sacredly be safeguarded for th»" policyhold¬
er* by the state and every element of per¬
sonal gain eliminated from their manage¬
ment. To accomplish this result It has been

suggested that large amounts ought, for the
safety of the Insured as well as for the
good of the community, to t.e Invested In
bonds secured by mortgages on real estate
at a conservative valuation; that deposits
with or loans to moneyed corporations
should be subject to suitable restrictions;
that the control of subsidiary companies
Hhould not he permitted; that Insurance di¬
rectors should have no conflicting business
connections; that Investments In corporate
bonds should be regulated so as to prevent
Speculation and loss from an attempt to
float doubtful enterprises, that policies
should be of standard forms so that the
abuses arising from ambiguity, complexity
and Incompleteness of the contract may
be eradicated and the contract made defi¬
nite In form and substance; that a uniform
system of audits and accounts should be
prescribed by the insurance department;
that full publicity to policyholders should
be assured; that deferred dividend policies
should be further prohibited or great¬
ly restricted; that policies should
be further safeguarded from forfeit¬
ure; that an equltafelo distribution of the
gains of the company to the policyholders
entitled thereto should be required; that
policyhoiders should have an effective voice
in the government of the companies, and
that the discretion of the directors should
be subject to Judicial or administrative re¬
view."
Tlie political atTUOSplipre was quiet after

the ep'*akers!*Ip struggle. State ChairmaJi
13. B. i (del!, Jr., left today for Ills home in
Newburgh. He would say nothing as to
the speakership, the state chairmanship or
his future plans.
James W. W«u3sworth, jr., was elected

speaker of the assembly, receiving the en¬
tire republican vote.

Proposed Insurance Legislation.
Many amendments to the slate Insurance

law are proposed In a bill introduced by
Senator Brackett. Among Its important
provisions are those making elective In¬
stead of appointive the office of superin¬
tendent of insurance, making salaries of
life Insurance officers subject to the writ to
approval of the superintendent of Insur¬
ance. prohibiting Insurance of children un¬
der thirteen, prohibiting tontine or "de¬
ferred dividend" Insurance, making the list
of policyholders of any life Insurance com¬
pany available for examination by any
policyholder and limiting Investments of
insurance companies In a way similar to
the law limiting Investments liv savings
banks.

PROSECUTION OF SAMUELS.

Accused of Making False ReturnsCon-
cerning the Destruction of Stills.

Col. Arthur B. Hayes, solicitor for the
Internal revenue bureau, has been sent by
Attorney General Moody to Greensboro, N.
C., to assist the district attorney there In
the prosecution of O. W. Samuels, a spe¬
cial employe of the internal revenue col¬
lector for the fifth district of North Caro¬
lina, on a charge of having made false re¬
turns concerning the Illicit stills destroyed
by iilm and his associates. Samuels and
others are accused of having reported the
destruction of Illicit stills and of collect¬
ing the fees paid to informers. The Inter¬
nal revenue bureau Is Interested in the case
ana Is not willing to leave the trial en¬
tirely in the hands of the district attor¬
ney, principally because of the fear of lo¬
cal influence.

COMMISSIONER GREENES TRIP.

Will Investigate Matters at San Fran¬
cisco, Chicago and Louisville.

Louisville, Ky. is to have a visit from
Civil Service Commissioner H. F. Greene
about February 1. While on his way back
to Washington from California Mr. Greene
will stay in the Kentucky city several
days to investigate complaints made against
the workings of the civil service in that
city. Mr. Greene said today that Ire will
not Investigate the post office, but refused
to say whether his Investigation will be in
the Internal revenue office or the office of
the surveyor of the port, the two other of¬
fices In the city under civil service regu¬
lation.
Mr. Greene will leave Washington for

San Francisco January 8 and will stop in
Chicago for one day on his way west. He
txpects to complete ills Investigation lu
San Francisco shortly before February 1.

BONAPABTE TO BE PRESENT.

The Secretary Will View the Presenta¬
tion to the Charleston.

Secretary Bonaparte has decided to at¬
tend the ceremonies at Charleston. S C.,
n«xt week Incident to the presentation
by the residents of that city of a silver
service to the new armored cruiser Charles¬
ton. wliloh Is now about to leave Nor¬
folk for the metropolis of South Carolina.
The celebration will cover a period of three
days, beginning on the morning of the Otli
Instant and closing on the evening of the
11th.
If it can be arranged without Interfering

with his other engagements Secretary Bona¬
parte will make the trip from Norfolk
on the cruiser Charleston, leaving there
next Sunday and arriving at Cimrleston
Khortly after noon on Tuesday next. In
that event he will make tl>e trip from
Baltimore on the I'nlted States steamer
Dolphin and be transferred to the Charles¬
ton at l.ynn Haven bay. If he cajmot go
on the Charleston he will make the tripto Charleston by rail so as to arrive there
early Wednesday morning. It is planned
that the new cruiser shall arrive ai Charles¬
ton on the 8th instant regardless of the
movements of the Secretary of the Navy.

Naval Orders.
Lieut. S. I. M. Major, from the bureau of

navigation. Navy Department, this city, to
the Maine.
Lieut. J. F. Carter, from ti e Maine to

home and wait orders.
Ensign C. A. Conway, from the Colorado,

end resignation as an ensign in the navy
accepted, to take effect Fiiday next.
The following named have been appolntelacting assistant surgeons In the navy: R.

A. Campbell, W. 11. Block and G. G. Hart.
The following named acting warrant ma¬

chinists have been appointed to the navy
and assigned to duty as designated after
their respective ratnes: O. Jchnsou. to the
Paul Jones; T. C. Hirier, B. C. Howard and
F. G. Randall, to the Asiatic fleet; O. P.
Oraker. to the Perry; W. S. White, to the
Franklin. W. D. Sullivan, to the Olympla;F. J. M. Parduhn, to the Franklin; W. P.
Davis, to tha Maine; J. L. Valliant. to the
Colorado, and H. I. Edwards, to the Penn¬
sylvania.

Monograph on the Vai-Speaking Tribe
The National Museum has been presented

by Geo. W. Ellis, the charge d'affaires of
tha American legation at Monrovia, with a

monograph of 0.000 words, covering the
habits and customs of the Vai-apeaklng ne¬
groes of West Africa, and a collection of
their handiwork. The Val-speaklng tribe
!. ttld to be exceptionally Intelligent and
haa evolved a native alphabet. It present#
a good fleld for the missionary workers
owing to its higher intellectual standing
than the surrounding tribes. The collection
la regarded by the museum officials as a
\alui'.bl« one.

Both Branches of Legislature
Opened Today.

BENSON ELECTED SPEAKER

Gen. Joseph B. Seth Named President

of the Senate.

THE GORMAN-HASIN SLATE WON

Gov. Warfield's Message.Some Rec¬

ommendations Set Forth in His

Biennial Address.

special Dispatch to The Star
ANNAPOLIS, Md., January 3..The gen¬

eral assembly convened at noon today,
and the Gorman-Kasin slate for officers
was put through without trouble. Car-
vllle 1). Benson, democrat, of Baltimore
county, was chosen speaker of the house
by a vote of 51 to 47 for David N. Fenton,
republican, of Montgomery county, and
three for White, independent democrat, of
Queen Annn county.

Gen. Joseph B. Seth of Talbot county
was elected president of the senate by a
vote of 17 to 8 for ex-Congressman W. B.
Baker of Harford county.
The usual subordinate officers were elect¬

ed. and although the regular democrats
have a hare majority of one in the house,
they were able to control everything to
suit thomselvea, notwithstanding the open
antagonism of Gov. Warfield. who seems
to be without much influence among the
members.
Senator Blair Lee of Montgomery county

made a determined fight at the opening of
the state senate against nn increase in the
number of subordinate officers and met with
success, I'nder his motion the officers fot'
the present will be limited to eighteen. Mr.
Lee made a strong speech in favor of econ¬
omy.
Govern-or Warfield sent his message to

the genera! assembly at 2 p.m. He re¬
views the condition of the state finances,
which are excellent, scores the last gen¬
eral assembly for its extravagance, it hav¬
ing exceeded the usual appropriations by
$75,000, and being the most expensive In
the history of the state. He also scored
the lobby and urged its extinction at the
present session.
The governor also advocated the pas¬

sage of a law leasing the state oyster
beds and economy In expenditure of the
state funds. The message was otherwise
not unusual.
After hearing the message both houses

adjourned to meet again next Tuesday at
7:30 p.m.

A VIGOROUS MESSAGE.

Gov. Warfield Makes Some Strong
Recommendations.

By Associated I'ress.
ANNAPOLIS, Md., January 3..The newly

elected legislature met today, both branches
being organized by the democrats. Gen.

Joseph B. Seth being elected president of
the senate and Carvllle D. Benson speaker
of the house of delegates. The vigorous
language used by Gov. Edwin Warfield in
his biennial message created a marked sen¬

sation among the lawmakers. The gov¬
ernor severely criticised the "scandalous
and reckless squandering of the people's
money" through the employment by the

legislature of unnecessary clerkB and labor¬
ers. and granting of extra pay to employes
and gratuities to other persons. At the
last session the total pay of 318 officers and
employes was 8118,460.50.
He denounced lobbying and urged Its'Im¬

mediate suppression. He strongly recom¬
mended the adoption of a corrupt practice
act. "The cure for vote-buying," he de¬
clared, "is complete publicity for the finan¬
cial transactions of the national and state
committees of political parties. This is a

question which should not be viewed from
a party standpoint."

Amend Election Laws.
lie recommends amending the election !

law so as to permit the Intention of voters j
to count, but opposes return to emblem or

"totem" voting. Advocates primary elec¬
tion law under Crawford county system
for the whole state and denounces conven¬

tion system as weapon of political bosses,
and strongly opposes any increase in the
present state tax rate. The message also
calls attention to the failing Chesapeake
bay oyster industry and urges a planting
law.
"The barren portions of the bottoms of

the waters of the state," the governor de¬
clared, "should be made productive. The
state should profit thereby through the an¬

nual rentals from such bottoms, leaving the
natural beds to oyatermen as at present."

AFTER CINCINNATI CONCERN.

New York Cotton Exchange Would
Frevent Use of Reports.

CINCINNATI, Ohio, January 3..The New
York cotton exchange today filed an appli¬
cation with the United States circuit court
here for an injunction to prevent the receipt
and use of New York cotton exchange quo¬
tations by the Odell Grain and Commission
Company of Cincinnati. The Odell com¬

pany is declared to be receiving the benefit
of the quotations without complying with
contract requirements. This is declared to
be the cause of a serious loss to the peti¬
tioner. and a permanent injunction Is asked
f.<r In order to protect the quotations of the
petitioner from alleged unlawful use.
The suit Is the outgrowth of previous

litigation, whereby Odell sought to prevent
the stopping of quotations, which had been
attempted by the telegraph company han¬
dling the quotations. The telegraph com¬
pany in this sought to live up to Its con¬
tract with the cotton exchange. Odell's
application for an Injunction against the
telegraph company was denied some
months ago, but an appeal was taken,
pending I he hearing of which the Odell
company has continued to receive the quo¬
tations.
The suit Is directed against the Odell

Stock and Grain Company, William J.
Odell. Charles J. Odell, George H. Stapelly,
John Maxwell. A. C. Baldwin, John M.
Gonnan, William C. Dudley. John W. Ball-
man, Charles E. Hultman. Louis W. Fos¬
ter and Joseph E. Johnson, both as Individ¬
uals and as members of the company.

POLICEMAN BADLY HURT.

Veteran Runaway Chaser Met His
Waterloo Today.

NEW YORK. January 3..New York's
strongest policeman, AJax Whitman of the
bicycle squad, the hero of many an ex¬
citing chase after runaway horsM In upper
5th avenue, was terribly Injured today while
attempting to stop a pair of fear-crazed
horses attached to a heavy ice wagon.
Both Whitman's iegs were broken and he
also recelvST Internal Injuries. Whitman
v.tui wheeling across 5th avenue near 125th
street when he saw the big pair of horses
dragging the partially loaded ice wagon in
a mad run up the crowded avenue.
He started at once In pursuit of the run¬

aways. and when he reached a point oppo¬
site their heads sprang frqm his wheel r-nd
seized a bridle. He swung himself in front
of the horses, the bit broke and the ix>lice-
man fell to the pavement dinsotly bei-.tath
the plunging steeds. He escaped the flyinghoofs, but as the wagon passed over himhis legs were caught In one of the wheels.
Both legs were broken.
Two mounted policemen who had come

to Whitman's assistance succeeded In stop¬
ping the runaways and the injured police¬
man was taken to a hospital.
Whitman la one of the beet-known police¬

men on the force. He hai many medals
which came to him through deed* of \ak>r
or prowess during his service in the bicyclesquat.

Alexander Graham Bell Cor¬
rects Some Misapprehension.

GREAT WORTH OF THE GIFT

And the Desirability of Accepting It

for the Public.

ONLY ONE LEGAL OBJECTION

But This May Be Overcome Without

Much Difficulty.Views of Other

Members of the Board.

Some misapprehension geems to have ex¬
isted In the mind of the public as to the at¬
titude of the regents of the Smithsonian
toward the proposed bequest of Mr. Charles
Freer of Detroit, who some time ago of¬
fered to leave his large art collection to
the American people Qn condition, among
other things, that it should be perpetually
supported by the United States government
or by the Smithsonian Institution.
An interview with Prof. Alexander Gra¬

ham Bell, one of the regents of the Smith¬
sonian, tended to convey the impression
that the Smithsonian was Indifferent to¬
ward the proposed bequest, and that It wa3
l'kely to go by default. In speaking to a
Star reporter of the matter, Mr. Bell today
said:
"Of course, 1 am only one member of the

board of regents and have no authority to
speak for tho others. Ordinarily I would
be very loath to dlscus9 tho matter at all
until It was settled. But the thing has
been discussed in print, the letter of Presi¬
dent Roosevelt lias been published, anil
tiie question is more or less a public one,
so I would like to make my attitude B
the matter perfectly clear.
A Legal Objection Which May Be

Overcome.
"There is no question in my mind as to

the great intrinsic worth of the gift, the
generosity of the proposition and the de¬
sirability of accepting it for the public if
it can be done. There Is Just one legal
objection in the way. In his letter to the
President Mr. Freer makes the provision
in article four that the collection shall be
perpetually cared for by tho Smithsonian
or by the government of the United States.
"Now, I have seen the collection and we

have talked over the maintenance part of It
with him. There were various estimates as
to the cost of upkeep. Some were as high
as 120,000, and I do not think any were
lower than 110,000. Of course. It would be
Impossible for the board of regents of the
Smithsonian to pledge themselves to spend
this amount of money in caring for the
collection. The funds of the institution
would not stand It. We could, of course,
ask Congress for an appropriation, and
there is no doubt that the request would be
granted.

."But we cannot accept the gift and bind
Congress by a promise to care for it. Con-
tress itself cannot bind Its successors as
to what they shall appropriate. Thus I
say that from my point of view there is an
Insuperable objection to pledging ourselves
as the case Is presented In Mi". Freer's let¬
ter to the President.
"There are several ways In which this

objection might be gotten over. The sim¬
plest to my mind would be to cut out that
article 4 altogether. There Is no ques¬
tion If the bequest came to the American
people that they would see to its upkeep
from year to year, But we cannot bind
future Congresses to do this, and therefore
I say that it would be much better to cut
out that provision and let It be understood
that the gift would be cared for without
our pledging ourselves to something that
we have no right to pledge.
"There are other ways the objection could

be met, if Mr. Freer allows us to use a part
of the ${500,000 he proposes to settle with
the collection as a help toward its main-
tainence, that would be perfectly easy. Pos¬
sibly in the future the funds of the Smith¬
sonian might be large enough to allow us
to appropriate the money for the maintaln-
ence. The bequest as a bequest may not
come to us for twenty-five years. In fact,
I hope it will not, for Mr. Freer is a fine
man and a young man, and there is every
reason to expect that he will live twen¬
ty-five years longer. As I say, I hope he
will, and no one knows what the Smith¬
sonian fund may be by thi.t time.
"One thing I certainly do want made

clear, that there Is no efTort being mado to
belittle the offer. It is generous and one
that personally I should like to see accept¬ed. There is merely tho legal objection that
I have pointed out, and I hope personally
that this may be gotten over."

Other Members' Views.
Mr. John B. Henderson, also a member

of the board of regents, was asked concern¬
ing the status of the Freer offer. He said:
"I am only one member of the board, and

I cannot say what the rest of the board
thinks. The original offer of Mr. Freer was
made to us in confidence, and that I, of
course, cannot discuss. I have not seen
the terms of his offer, as stated in his let¬
ter to the President, so I cannot discuss
that either. The matter will come up for
discussion at the next meeting of the board
of regents on January 24, and It may be
settled then or It may go over to a future
meeting."
One of the other members of the board,whe did not wish to be quoted, said that,In his Individual opinion, some way wouldbe found of ultimately accepting the gift.He did not believe that such an offer

would bo allowed to pass. He added, also,that he fully agreed with Prof. Bell In his
estimate of the beauty and value of the
collection, and he did not want It felt In
any quarter that whatever hesitancy the
board had displayed In accepting the guthad been due to any lack of appreciation.
"This," he said, "would be a most unfor¬

tunate impression to get abroad. It wouldnaturally hurt Mr. Freer's feelings and
would look as though we did not appre¬ciate Ills generosity. The objection up to
date is purely a legal one, and I hope andbelieve that It will be eliminated. I should
say that the estimate of $10,000 annuallyfor the maintenance of the collection is a
generous estimate, especially if the new
heat and power plant is Installed to heatand light the buildings in the mall."

McCurdy and Son Resigned.
NEW YORK, January 3..Richard A.

McCurdy. former president of the Mutual
Life Insurance Company, and his son, Rob¬
ert H. McCurdy, todaj* resigned as trustees
o* that company. The resignations were
accepted by the board of trustees. This of¬
fice was the last one remaining to either
the former president or his son In the
company. Charles A. Peabody, the new
president, announced that the report of the
Truesdale committee which is Investigating
the Mutual's affairs has not yet been for¬
mally under consideration by the trustees.

Building Permits Issued.
Permits were Issued by Inspector Ash-

ford today as follows:
To Charles Boyd, for two two-story brick

dwellings at 1110-1112 O street northeast:
architect, E. Volland; builder, J. R. Has-
lip; estimated cost, $4,000.
To Washington Railway and Electric

Coir.panv, for one-story frame waiting sta¬
tion at Nichols avenue; builders, Alland &
Appleby; estimated cost. $1,500.

The Peruvian Railway Loan.
The legation of Peru has received official

news that the Peruvian railroad loan of
$15,000,000 has been taken up by the repre¬
sentatives at Uma, Peru, of a Berlin bank.
The bonds will earn 6 per cent and the Is¬
sue will be at 02%. The government con¬
templates building three new roads to de¬
velop the river region which Is rich in rub¬
ber lands.

China to Baise Legations.
LONDON, January S..It U understood

here that China shortly *111 foMow the ex
ample of Japan, and propose raising her le
rations at Washington, London. Paris. Ber
tin and at. Petersburg to the rank of em
bassics.

TAKES DOSE OF POISON
EDWARD H. PULLMAN IN HOS¬
PITAL IN CRITICAL CONDITION.

Edward If. Pullman, thirty-six years old.
a photographer, was taken to the Emer¬
gency Hospital this morning about 10
o'clock suffering from the effects of a dose
of cyannide of potassium. He was in an
unconscious condition when four.d In his
room at 420 9th street northwest, and the
physicians at the Emergency Hospital said
his condition was due to a dose of the
poison that he had swallowed. The tak¬
ing of the poison. It la believed, was due
to the nervous condition of the vonng man.
The deadly poison that the young man

Is thought to have taken Is used by pho¬
tographers, and was kept In stock by
Mr. E. J. Pullman, father of the young
man who Is a dealer In photographic sup¬
plies. The son remained In bed later than
usual this morning, and It was about 10
o'clock when he left his sleeping apart¬
ment, and. It is alleged, procured a quan¬
tity of the acid.
A few minutes later he was found In his

room In an unconscious condition. He was
only partly dressed. Policeman McDonnell
of the first precinct was notified and sum¬
moned the ambulance. Dr. White, the resi¬
dent phylclan at the Emergency Hospital,
responded and removed the patient to the
hospital.

Alleged Attempt at Suicide.
It was reported by the police that Pull¬

man attempted suicide. According to ths
report made to police headquarters he was
intoxicated at the time he took the dose.
His condition was regarded as critical by
the physicians, but he was given treatment
and sent to a ward. Jt is said that there
is no antidote for the poison. Pullman's
father told a Star reporter that the young
man had been on a spree for about two
weeks and that saloon keepers had been
asked to refrain from selling him liquor.
"I have appealed to the police to help

me," said the father, "but was unable to
get much help."

It was stated at the hospital this after¬
noon that the patient was still In an un¬
conscious condition and that but little hopsfor his recovery Is enertained.

BANK CONSOLIDATION.

Springfield Nationals to Consolidate-.
Plan of Promoters.

Special Dispatch to The Star.
SPRINGFIELD, Mass., January 3..A big

cosolldation of national banks In this city,
in which Kidder. Peabody & Co. of Boston
are said to be interested. Is in progress,
and It is understood that the heaviest
stockholders of nt least three banks have
alieady agreed to the proposition. The con¬
solidated batiks will take the name of the
Union Trust Company. When application
was made a yaar ago for a charter for the
Union Trust Company of Springfield It was
known that Kidder, Peabody & Co. were
behind the*movement. At that time It was
denied that any large consolidation of
banks was in prospect. One of the parties
most active In the present consolidation Is
kriown to be a representative of the Boston
banking house.
The plan, as learned from a reliable

source, Is not to buy stock In any
of the banks which it Is intended to include
in the consolidation, but to Invito these
banks to liquidate so that every stockhold¬
er may have the full benefit of his holdings.
All the banks concerned In the deal will
hold their annual meetings next week, at
which time formal action relative to liqui¬
dation and subsequent consolidation will be
taken. In a few days, the promoters say,
the full details of the merger will be made
public.

STREET RAILWAY RUMORS.

The Washington Railway Company
Not in Combination.

In speaking of the rumors that are going
about In regard to street railroad combina¬
tions, Gen. Harrie9, the vice president of
the Washington Railway and Electric
Company, on behalf of Mr. McDermott, the
president of that road, and also for those
who own a controlling Interest in the se¬
curities. said today that all reports which
served to connect the Washington Railway
and Electric Company with any proposed
combination were untrue.
"I want to say on behalf of Mr. McDer¬

mott and of those who own a control of
the company." said Gen. Harries, "that
there Is no lease or combination or sale
of our properties to any road or company
under way or contemplated. It is not nec¬
essary for any one to parse that sentence
or to construe it word ror word from the
dictionary in order to get at the meaning,
for I want to say in as plain and unassum¬
ing style as possible aud In such language
that even could not be misleading in a kin¬
dergarten that the Washington Railway
Company has no connection with anything
of the sort in any form, shape or manner.
"This company is endeavoring to prose¬

cute Its business in compliance .with its
charter rights In as efficient a manner as
possible aud Is not seeking or contemplat¬
ing the merging or combination with other
street railroad Interests, and that, of
course, applies to our electric lighting
plant."

BELIEVE STORY UNTRUE.

Flint, Micli., Officers Discredit Alleged
Confession.

FLINT, Micli., January 3.Officers who
have been examining John Horton about
his confession that the woman found dead
near Hamilton, Ont., October 10 last was
his half sister, Mrs. Hartz, and that she
was murdered by one of his two Mexican
partners because she had threatened to ex¬
pose Horton and his partners for counter¬
feiting, say today that they believe the
man's story to be wholly untrue.
Horton. after another sweating today,admitted to Deputy Gainey that he had

never been in Hamilton. Horton seems to
enjoy the sensation he is creating. Detec¬
tive Geer of Hamilton, who was comUig
here to examine Horton, telegraphed taday
that lie will investigate the Hamilton end
of Horton's story further before coming.

THE MOROCCAN CONFERENCE.

Spanish Premier Says Belligerent Re¬
ports Are Unwarranted.

MADRID, January 3..Premier Moret, In
the course of an Interview printed today,
Is quoted as saying:
"The recent reports of a belligerent na¬

ture concerning the probable results of the
Moroccan conference are unwarranted. My
conversations with the ambassadors of va¬
rious powers and communications received
.from the powers show that a spirit of con¬
cord animates the nations, all desiring that
the conference shall bring an amicable ad¬
justment of the questions under discus¬
sion."

SNUBBED BY CASTRO.

Neglected to Show Courtesy to French
Representative New Year Day.

Cable advices received here today from
Caracas bring the news that M. Tatgny,
the French representative at Caracas, was

Ignored by President Castro on New Tear
day and was not Invited to the New Tear
reception at which the Venezuelan presi¬
dent received the felicitations of the diplo¬
matic corps. At Paris, In view of the with¬
drawal by the Venezuelan government of
the objectionable note to M. Talgney and
the promise of President Castro that rela¬
tions would be resumed, M. Maubourguet,
the Venezuelan representative, was receiv¬
ed with all the honors appropriate to his
rank as if there had been no trouble be¬
tween the two countries.
This latest action on the part of Presi¬

dent Castro has been communicated to the
French government, but what course it
will take Is not known here.

Six-Masted Schooner Aground.
WILMINGTON, DeL, January 3.-A six-

masted schooner is grounded in the wester¬
ly channel of the Delaware river opposite
the mouth of the Christiana creek today.It is thought the cargo will have to be
lightered before the vessel will float.

Will Be Needed Some Months
for Heavy Traffic.

CALL ON GEN. MACKENZIE

Effort to Delay Removal of the

Structure.

CONGRESS TO CONSIDER IT

Bill Extending the Time to Be Intro¬

duced by Mr. Rixey.Respon¬
sibility for Maintenance.

Representative Rlxey of Virginia and sev¬
eral brick manufacturers of Alexandria
courety called on Gen. Mackenzie, chief of
engineer*, at the War Department today
and asked Jils co-operation In a movement
to prevent the removal of the old Long
bridge and Its connecting causeway Until
the new Highway bridge and its approaches
are entirely completed.

It Is realized by all the parties in in¬
terest that the macadam pavement being
laid on the Washington approach to the
Highway bridge will not stand the strain
of the very heavy traffic from the \lr-
ginla brick kilns and that it will be neces¬

sary to continue the use of the Long
bridge with Its belgian block pavement
approach until the new Highway bridge
approach has settled and a belgian block
pavement laid upon It.

.

The new Washington approach Includes a
concrete-steel bridge over tho outlet to the
tidal basin, which structure will hardly be
completed for nearly a year to come.

Bridge Bill Passed by Congress.
Section 12 of the act of Congress,

approved February 12, 1901. provided for
the construction of a highway bridge to

replace the existing Long bridge, and ap¬
propriated the sum pf 5568.000 for the pur¬
pose. Congress, by act of July 1, 1902, In¬
creased the limit of cost of the structure to
1990 000
By the act of April 27. 1904, an additional

appropriation of $200,000 was made, bring¬
ing the total appropriations up to $1,1S»,-
0U0. for completing the construction of the
bridge and approaches and for all P«rP°»®s
connected therewith. The additional $200.-
000 was Intended to cover the cost of the

approaches, etc.
,The bridge itself is practically completed,

and It Is expected that the Washington,
Alexandria and Mount Vernon electric rail¬
way will be able to use It in a short time.
The approaches to the bridge, however, are
In an unfinished condition, and it Is freely
predicted that they will not be entirely fin¬
ished in the manner now desired for several
months to come.

Removal Required by Law.
On account of this condition of affair*,

Gen. Mackenzie and Capt. Cosby, the en¬

gineer officer in chaxgo of the work, are

of opinion that it would be inexpedient at
this time to remove the Long bridge and
thus cut oft much of the public traffic from
the south. The act of February 12 1901.
providing for the Highway bridge and the
railroad bridge, provided tv * the Baltimore
and Potomac Railroad Co any should re-
move the Long bridge wimln a period or
four years from the date of the passage or
the act. This time limit was extended one
year by the joint resolution of Congress
approved February 18, 1905. thus extending
the time for completing the railroad bridge
and removing the Long bridge to February
12, 1906.

Further Time to Be Sought.
As a result of the conference with Gen.

Mackenzie today, and as a means of meet¬
ing the exigencies of the situation, It w<s

arranged that Representative Rlxey should
Introduce a bill In Congress at tho earliest
possible moment extending the time limit
for the removal of the Long bridge a year
from February 12 next. In that way it is
hoped to remove all doubt as to the duties
of the authorities In the matter and at the
same time allow time for Improving the
Washington approaches to the Highway
bridge so as to meet the requirements of
the heavy traffic from Virginia.
It will be necessary to make some pro¬

vision for meeting Uie expenses of main¬
taining the Long bridge and operating the
draw. It is estimated by the railroad com¬
pany that this costs about $17 a day. and
Inasmuch as that company has no further
use for the bridge, the company feels that
It should not be called upon to bear that
expense. The railroad company woulti meet
the main requirement of the tow, It is said,
by removing the-draw, but an act of that
character would render the bridge useless
for all purposes of traffic. It will 'be for
Congress to determine who shall bear the
expense of maintaining the Long bridge,
the government, the railroad company or
the people, by means of a toll. The rail¬
road company, having entirely completed
its bridge across the Potomac, Is prepared
to abandon the Long bridge at once, and
it Is said will do so unless some satisfactory
arrangement is made by which It can be
kept in operation until the new highway
bridge is completed.

CITY HAS TWO MAYORS.

Unique Situation at Washington, N.J".
.Rival Meetings.

WASHINGTON. N. J-, January 3.This
city has two mayors today, with each one

performing the duties of the office and
each claiming that lie is the only legal chief
executive of the city. The uual mayor¬
ship is due to the failure of Dr. C. B.
Smith, who was cliossn mayor at the re¬
cent elections, to qualify for office, as the
law requires, within ten days after elec¬
tion. P. M. Petty, the present mayor, whom
he defeated, declares that he will not rec¬
ognize Dr. Smith's right to succeed him.
Yesterday the two mayors held Independent
meetings In the same chamber, with their
respective councilman. This room is in
an old building directly over the fire en¬
gine house, and so large and excited was
the crowd watching the rival meetings that
the firemen ran their engine out doors and
propped up the ceiling for fear It would
fall through.

THE DRY DOCK DEWEY.

Reported by Wireless Beyond Reach of
Shore Communication.

ANNAPOLIS, Md., January 3..According
to a wireless message received at the Naval
Academy today from Cape Henry, the huge
steel dry dock Dewey la now beyond the
reach of shore communication by wireless.
The message stated that the Dewey's con¬

voy Glacier was lost to the wireless station
at Cape Henry yesterday morning at about
8:50 o'clock and was then slightly over 400
miles at sea. Thi3 should indicate that
the fleet has averaged between three and ahalf and four knots an hour.

TEN HURT IN TRAIN WRECK.
Rear-End Collision of Freights in

Chicago.
CHICAGO, January 8..Ten men were In¬

jured In a rear-end collision between ireight
trains on the Chicago. Milwaukee and St.
Paul railroad at Kenzle avenue today.
The men were asleep In the caboose of

the first train when in the mist and aark-
nes« of this morning the locomotive of the
second train crashed into the caboose. The
injured were quickly removed to the hos¬
pitals near by. The men were all from
Wisconsin.

Ocean Steamship Movements.
NSW YORK, January 3..Arrived, SUuen-

daia, from Rotterdam and Boulogne.

-Morales' Men Attacked Puerto
Plata Yesterday.

FIGHT LASTED UNTIL NIGHT

Number Killed or Wounded on Both

Sides.

ANOTHER ATTACK IS EXPECTED

Portion of tlie Population Has De¬

clared for the Fugitive President

.Clashes in Streets.

TAPE HAITIEN, Haiti. January 3..Ad¬
vices received here early this morning from
Puerto Plata, on the northern coast of
Santo Domlng-o. say that the troops of the
fugitive President Morales, under the com¬
mand of Gen. Demetrlo Rodriguez. attack¬
ed Puerto Plata, at 10 o'clock yesterday
morning.
The fighting, which was sever*, lasted

until 5 o'clock In the evening, when the be¬
sieging force retired. A number of men
were killed or wounded on both Bides in
the engagement, during which bayonets
and swords were principally used.
The forces of Gen. Rodriguez, which are

massed outside Puerto Plata, were, when
these advices were forwarded, preparing
for another attack on the place.

Supporters of Morales.
A portion of the population of Puerto

Plata has declared in favor of Morales and
street fighting has occurred, the supporters,
of Morales shooting from the windows of
their houseB at the troops of Gen. Caceres,
the temporary president of Santo Domingo.
Those troops were experiencing difficulty
in defending themselves, as they were un¬
able to locate the persons firing on them.
A messenger who arrived here from Monte

Crlstl today brought the news that Gen.
Demetrlo Rodriguez lias announced that
If his attack on Puerto Plata Is successful
he will proclaim himself a candidate for
the presidency of Santo Domingo.

GOLD AND SILVER OUTPUT.

Great Increase in the Yellow Metal
in Alaska.

The preliminary estimate of the director
of the mint upon the production of gold and
silver In the United States In the calendar
year 1905 shows a grain of approximately
$6,000,000 In gold and one million ounces
of silver over the product of 1901. The
gain in gold is almost entirely represented
by the increased output of Alaska, the pro-
duct of which Is placed at $14,630,100,
against $9,100,500 In 1901. The Alaska gain
is nearly all in the Tanana or Fairbanks
district, the returns for which are $5,107,-
000. California shows a loss of about $1,-
500,000. due. It Is said, to severe drought,
which not only brought hydraulic opera¬
tions to a standstill, but Interfered with
quartz mills to some extent. Nevada shows
a gain of about $400,000 and Utah as much.
Colorado gains about $1,000,000; South Da¬
kota, Montana, Idaho. Oregon and Arizona
are estimated as about the same as In the
previous year. The Klondike continues to
fall oft. and is about $2,000,000 below 1904.
The figures by states are as follows:

A territories. Gi>M value. Silver at 61c. oz.
$3*7

236.678
3,400,000
879.411

12,704,91!)
200

9.000,000
1!9

127,800
13,900.000
a,ooo.ooo
230,000

2,547
81,560

223
138.409
27,733

469.600
12,000,000

4
116.412

3,528

$58,938,365
94.266

23,270

67,374

Alabama $43,400
Alaska 14.660,100
AUxona 3,500.000
Cr.l!fornla 17.6o2,600
Colorado 25,333.300
Oeorgla 50,500
Idaho 1.560.400
Maryland 17,000
Michigan
Montana. 5,064.600
NeTada.... 4,700.000
New Mexico 413,400
North Carolina 76,400
Oregon 1,820.300
South Carolina 101,600
Sooth Dakota 6,951.600
Tennessee 7,400
Texas 2.300
J'tah 4,651.200
Virginia 400
Washington 368.800
Wyoming 30.700

Totals $86,337,700
Klondike $8,329,300
Nome (included In
Alaska 4,557,300

Tanaua district (includ¬
ed In Alaska)....... 5,107.000

BURGLARS WERE FOILED.

Opened Safe in Georgetown Officer, but
Found Nothing in It.

Burglars entered the real estate office of
J. McKenny Berry of Georgetown some

time between the hours of 5 o'clock yes¬
terday evening and 5 o'clock this morning
and fcroke the combination lock with ft

chisel, but were foiled In their efforts to
secure anything of value. Luckily. Mr.
Berry had just deposited In bank late In
the afternoon $1,000, which had accumu¬
lated In his office, and there was no money
for the culprits to take with them as

booty. When Gus Boyd, the janitor of the
office, opened the building this morning
and entered the office the place was in
confusion. From appearance the intru¬
ders had made their entrance through the
Congress street side, the windows of which
were broken open. Scattered about the
lloor of the office were all sorts of tools.
Mr. Berry's office is near the corner of

31st and M streets, just opposite the gov¬
ernment building, where a watchman is
constantly on duty. No sounds came from
the office all night, according to the watch¬
man, whose attention would have been at¬
tracted if there had been a noise.
Lieut. Harry Schneider, Detective Hess

and a detail of policemen of the George¬
town precinct were at work all morning,
but up to a late hour this afternoon no
clue had been found that would aid the
police. The footprints on the ground out¬
side the window lead to the belief that
there were two or more. No one was seen
to enter or emerge from the building.
Great importance Is attached to the case,
because It Is believed that these same par¬
ties have been guilty of other robberies
In Georgetown within the last two months.

WEDDING AT PHILADELPHIA.

Miss Meyers Will Be Married to a Nor¬
folk Man.

Special Dispatch to The Star.
PHILADELPHIA. Pa., January 3..In

the presence of more than two hundred
guests. M1S3 Blanche E. Meyers, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Meyers. Jr., of 1709
North Franklin street, will be married to
Edward Rohr of Norfolk, Va., at 8 o'clock
this evening In Mercantile Hull. The cere¬
mony will be performed by the Rev. Dr.
Henry Berko«wltz.
The wedding will be an event In uptown

society circles. The maid of honor will be
Miss Elsie Spier of New Haven, Conn. The
beat man will be Harry Hofhelmer of Nor¬
folk, Va., and the ushers will be Samuel
Ephraim, Dr. Justin Schwerln and Julian
HUborn of Philadelphia; Nathan Rohr,
Jesse Rohr, Sydney Rohr and Isaac Beecher
of New Vork; Edwin Hecht. Mlnden Hecht
and Leon Mayer of Baltimore and lieorge
Heller of Washington.

BOY IN STUPOR FROM FRIGHT.

Strange Condition of Witness Needed
In Murder Hearing.

NORTHPORT. L. I., January 3.-Fright
has thrown Frank Wlsniskl, a stable boy.
Into suoh & drug-like stupor that fa* cannot
testify today in the preliminary bearing
of Dr. J. W. Simpson, the dentist, charged
with having willfully shot and killed Bar-
trey J. Horner, bis wealthy father-in-law.
The stable boy, who was employed bjr Mr.

Horner. was fn tha ^kitchen when his em¬
ployer was shot by tho dentist, and hm re¬
peated to the coroner the last words of
Horner before he died.
He Is considered a very Important wit¬

ness and was in custody of an officer. When
suddenly he became almost unconscious,
physicians at first thought him drugged,but after working over the strange caso
for fifteen hours, they announced todaythat the hoy's'pulse and temperature war*
perfectly normal and that fie was sufferingonly from fright. He has eaten nothing for
twenty-four hours. It is proposed to delaythe closing of the hearing If necessary until
the stable boy can be roused enough to be¬
come a witness.

REMARKABLE ALLEGATION.

Declared British Fleet Was Held for
Japanese Help.

ST. PETERSBCRiQ. January 8..The re¬
markable allegation that the British fleet
was held In readiness to destroy the Rus¬
sian fleet it the battle of the Sea of Japan
had gone in the Russians' favor Is made
by Admiral Rojostvensky In a letter pul>-
iished In the Novoe Vremya today with the
permission of the minister of marine.
Referring to the absolute secrecy of Ad¬

miral Togo in regard to the disposition of
his forces, Rojestvensky declare* that
"this was unknown even to the admiral of
the British fleet allied with the Japanese,who concentrated his forces at Weihalwe!,In expectation of receiving an order to an¬nihilate tho Russian fleet If this, tho final
object of Great Britain, was beyond the
power of the Japanese."

HEALTH REPORT.

Improvement in Typhoid Situatlo*
Shown in Weekly Statement.

The report of the heal h office for the
week endixl last Saturday, Dec-ember 3o,
11MV>, was Issued today, an follows:
"The department desires to Invite the at¬

tention of the public to the improvement lu
the typhoid feyer situation, as shown In this
report. There appears on the records of the
office a reduction of fifteen cases of this
disease since last week's report. Only two
new reports were received (one of which
wns the report of a onus that occurred dur¬
ing November and which the physician in
attendance on ««m» failed to report untilthis week, when he made also a recovery
report or same case, while seventeen 'lis-
charges (oue by death) were recorded. Tha
total number of ca^rs under treatment at
this date Is but 7!t. At the close of last
week there were 1)4 cases under treatment,
and at corresponding period of 1V0I, 17-
cases.
"The number of cases of smallpox con¬

tinues to increase, there having been six
new canes dlscovereJ during the week ami
no discharges reported. All of these sis
cases, however, developed In persons who
were already quarantined because of their
exposure to Infection from rases previously
r ported. There are now confined at tha

a 11 pox hospital twenty patients suffering1
with this disease. This la the largest num¬
ber of cases confined In the hospital at out
and the same time for several years.
"Scarlet fever shows an Increase of three

cases since last week. There were four new
cases reported and one case terminated fa¬
tally, making the total number In quaran¬
tine 34.
"An Improvement In the diphtheria situa¬

tion is shown at the close of this week.
There were 12 new reports received and 1#
discharges (one by death), which leaves 3(8
cases In quarantine, as compared with 40
at the close of last week, and 45 at the
corresponding period of last year.
"The number of deaths reported during

current week was 120. as compared with 14f
during the previous week and 122 during
the corresponding week of 1904. Of these
deaths. 68 were among the white Inhabi¬
tants and 52 among the colored. They rep¬
resent a death rate per 1,000 of the white
population of 15.6 and of the colored, 29.2.
The death rate for the entire population of
the District was 19.3. The respective rates
for the previous week were 17.1, 39.1 and
23.<t, ana for the corresponding period ot
last year, 18.6. 26.7 and 21.1.
"Tha prevailing fatal diseases of this

week were as follows: Pneumonia, Itf
deaths: consumption, 12; heart trouble. 11;
bronchitis, 8; apoplexy, 7, and kidney dis¬
ease, convulsions and malignant growtiis, 4
each.
"A classification of this week's mortality

by age of deceased shows 24 deaths under
one year of age, 6 from one to four years
inclusive; five to fifty-nine. Inclusive, 01
deaths, and sixty years old and over. 29
deaths.
"The number of births reported during

the jveek was. 12". Of these 74 were white
infanta and 46 colored.
"The weather conditions, as reported by

the weather 'bureau, were: Mean tempera¬
ture, 38 degrees mean relative humidity,
67 per cent; mean actual barometer, 29 8S».
The winds were southerly In direction, with
an average velocity of seven miles per hour.
The maximum velocity registered was
thirty miles, 011 the SOth instant. The max¬
imum temperature was 57 degrees, on the
29th Instant, and the minimum, 22 degrees,
on the 25th Instant.

GOES TO ASYLUM.

Caller at White House Threatens t«
Make World Shudder.

"If something Is rot accomplished In fif¬
teen days," said Paul Frederick, au allege*
crank, who called at the White House this
momlr.g. "I'll do something that will make
the world shudder."
Then he was locked up at the first pre¬

cinct. lie was examined by the police Bur¬

geons and sent to St. Elizabeth's Hospital
for the Insane. While at the White House
he told the police that he had a suit
against the Morris Run. Coal Company lor
$2,900,000, and thought the President might
be able to get ltlm his money, loiter he
told the police surgeons that the money
was due his son for services in the war
with Spain.
Frederick was here last June, and wen*

to the White House to have :he President
assist him In his troubles with 1ns land¬
lord. At that time he said he had been
ejected from his home and was anxious to
get back. He was Induced to go home at
that 'time, as he was looked upon as b-!ng
harmless. His condition today appeared
more serious than upon the prior occasion,
and the authorities thought It best to plnoe
him where he could do 110 harm.

Evangelistic Services.
It is announced that Rev. A. H. Zimmer¬

man. the Baltimore conference evangelist,
who returned to Washington after a re¬
cent visit to his home In Cumberland, Mil.,
will continue evangelistic services already
begun at Calvary M. E. Church, Columbia
road, until January 12. From there he will
go to the Foundry Church to assist Dr.
Dawson.

Fined for Assault.
When returning home about 3:30 o'clock

last Sunday morning Alfred Johnson was

waylaid on F street southwest by Joseph
Bailey and several others who had been
losing In a crap game. Johnson was In¬
jured In the fray, and he procured a war¬

rant for Bailey's arrest. Policeman Leach
of the fourth precinct took Bailey Into cus¬
tody and he appeared before Judge Kim¬
ball in the Police Court today for trial.
The sentence was JoO fine or six months in
'all.

Demanded Jury Trial.
John Branson, who was charged In the

Police Court yesterday with making an as¬
sault on William Richardson, was released
after The Star's report closed by giving
bond In the sum of $300. Although the
prosecuting witness was unable to appear.
Branson was arraigned and demanded a
Jury trial, when bond was arranged for
him. He was represented by Attorney T.
L. Jones.

Held for Grand Jury.
For breaking and entering into the house

of Louisa Butler at 1316 D street nor;h-
west on the night before Christmas Clif¬
ford Johnson was arraigned In the Police
Court this morning. Judge Kimball he d
him for the action of the grand Jury an<l
fixed the bond at $500. As that bond could
not be furnished the defendant was sent to
Jail.

Ascribes Health to Vegetable Diet.
LONDON, January 8..In his annual ad¬

dress to the Salvation Army Gen. Boot*
attributes his robust health to the fact thai
for the past seven years he has been a
itrlct vegetarlaa.


