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SOLUTION OF MYSTERY
Disappearance of Philip Wilkin¬

son Explained.

STORY TOLD BY A WOMAN

Says Missing Man Was Murdered by
Companion.

GRUESOME DETAILS GIVEN

Accused Man in Jail for Minor Of¬

fense.Virginia Authorities to

Investigate.

In the arrest of Lula Tyler, a

colored woman, who claims to
have intimate knowledge of the
murder of a negro named Philip
W ilkinson, in Fairfax county near

the boundary line of Alexandria
county, last September, the Virgi¬
nia authorities believe they have
been placed in possession of
knowledge which will result in
solving a mystery and unearthing
a crime of sensational character.
Further developments are expected
today, and it is probable that be¬
fore many hours the man suspect¬
ed of being the principal in the
murder will be placed in jail in
Fairfax county.
When Lula Tyler, colored, was taken from

her home In Willow Tree alley southwest
yesterday afternoon by a policeman from
the fourth precinct it occasioned no little
speculation among her neighbors. Later
the neighbors heard that her arrest had
been made because she had claimed she
knew something Interesting about the dis¬
appearance of Philip Wilkinson, colored,
who lived at or near Ball's Hill, about eight
miles from the Virginia end of the Chain
bridge.
Lula had been in custody but a short time

before she made the statement that Philip
Wilkinson had been foully dealt with and
that his body occupies a grave in the rocks
on the river shore. Her arrest, it is stated,
was brought about by Lieut. Mathews ot
the fourth precinct and some of the mem¬
bers of his command who had heard ot
statements the woman Is reported to have
mnde. To Lieut, llathews and Crandel
Mackey. the commonwealth's attorney of
Alexandria county, Va.. the woman made
a statement- giving the details ot the
tragedy. Her statement placed the crime
upon a colored man named Joseph Leavell.
who 1s now serving a year in the District
jail for assault. He has not yet been In¬
terviewed by the authorities. She also lo¬
cated the murder in Fairfax county, and
the attorney for that county, C. Vernon
Ford, will take up the investigation today.
He will accompany the colored woman,
Lula Tyler, and others to the spot where,
she savs, the body was buried.

Woman's Statement.
According to Lula's story to the police,

she w< nt to Ball's Hill about the 25th of
August and it was about Uiree weeks later
that Wilkinson disappeared. She says that
Wilkinson and Ills wile were keeping
house for a man named Harris mid that
si." and i>*avell went there. Leavell and
Wilkinson, she declared, went out gunning
together, but only Leavell and the dogs
returned. Leavell, she says, confessed to
having killed Wilkinson after the two had
consumed most of a quart bottle of whis¬
key, and that his body was burled about
one-quarter inile from the house.
Neighbors made so many inquiries about

the whereabouts of Wilkinson, the woman
says, that those who knew of the murder
became frightened and exhumed the body
and, conveying it to the river, threw it
overboard, but it failed to sink and washed
ashore It then became necessary for them
to dispose of it in some other manner, and
It was accordingly wrapped in blankets and
placed in a grave near the river shore.
There are so many ragged rocks in that
locality that people seldom go near where
the grave Is located.
"<"an you tind the spot where the body

was buried?" Lulu was asked.
"I can that," was her emphatic response.

Agrees to Locate Grave.
She told the police that she will today

go with the officers and point out just
where the body was last Interred. I'ommon-
wvath Attorney C. Vernon Ford of Fair¬
fax county was notified of the case and he
is expected here with the county sheriff
about noon today. The party will go to
Ball's Hill in vehicles and the search for
the body will be made.
Lula Tyler is held at the fourth precinct

station. The police mace every effort to
keep her arrest quiet an<5 her friends were
not admitted to her cell unless accompanied
by an officer. She will be closely guarded
until the arrival of the Virginia authorities
It Is the intention of the police to make an
effort to get Leavell released from Jail In
order that he may also be taken there with
the woman Should the body be found
arrangements will be made for the holdingof an Inquest either at the scene of the
burying place or at the county seat.

Sticks to Her Story.
t'pon learning that Lula Tyler was locked

up In the fourth precinct station on a petty
charge. Commonwealth Attorney Crandal
Mackey of Alexandria county came to
Washington yesterday afternoon and inter¬
viewed the woman. Though she was caught
In several apparently conflicting state¬
ments she stuck to the story l)iat she knew
all al>out the killing of the man
According to her account Wilkinson was

si.ot in cold blood, and It was the result of
a dispute which occurred earlier In the day.When Mr Mackey questioned her the wom¬
an named and minutely described the man
whom she charged with having committed
the crime, but when the commonwealth's
attorney was communicated with late last
night at his home in Alexandria county he
declined to give the name of the man im¬
plicated. giving as the reason the fact that
It was desired to get a statement from the
accused negro before he knew he was sus¬
pected of the murder. He planned to have
him examined as soon as possible.

Gruesome Details.
Lula Tyler gave Mr. Mackey a gruesome

description of the murder. She stated that
Wilkinson was shot while he and the ac¬
cused man were In the woods about S
o'clock one night early In September, and
that an attempt was made to conceal the
crime. Becoming fearful that the gravewould be discovered by some one In the
neighborhood, the murderer decided to re¬
move the corpse to the river, where an
attempt was made to sink it, but. that fall¬
ing. the remains were placed In a shallow
hole on the rfver shore and covered with a
pile of atone*. Her statement to Mr. Mac-

key differed only in minor particulars from
that made by her to the Washington police.
She told Mr. Mackey she could conduct

the officers to the exact spot where the
l>ody is concealed. She declared that the
murderer had made frequent visits to the
place and had finally become fully possessed
of the idea that he was being haunted by
the ghost of the dead man. She said he
declared to her that at times he would
be chased by Wilkinson's ghost in plainly
visible form, and that at other times the
ghostly presence would be made known to
him by means of strange and terrible noises.

Fairfax Authorities Notified.
Upon fixing the location of the place de¬

scribed by the woman Mr. Mackey became
convinced that the case was one for the
consideration of the authorities of Fairfax
rather than those of Alexandria county. It
appeared to be certain that the crime had
been committed in Fairfax and that the
body had also been burled in that county.
Mr Mackey at once took steps to notify
Commonwealth Attorney C. Vernon Ford
of Fairfax and also took precautions by
communicating with the District authori¬
ties to insure the detention of the sus¬
pected negro until he can be fully ex¬
amined.
In her statement to Mr. Mackey the

Tyler woman declared that the only known
reason for the crime was that Wilkinson
had cursed his companion. She stated that
the two men were alone at the time and
that Wilkinson was shot in the head and
instantly killed. She said Wilkinson had
a wife and child living in Alexandria
county.

HER LIFE A MYSTERY

INCIDENTS IN LIFE OF LATE

"COUNTESS DE BATTENCOURT '

A well-known lady of this city, who knew
Anita McMurrow, whose recent death in
Philadelphia has attracted much attention,
declares that the reputed "Countess de Bat-
tcncourt" was a mystery to her neighbors
on North Broad street. In Philadelphia,
twenty years ago. Her home was lux¬
urious, her servants numerous, and the
only thing that seemed out of harmony
therein was the "countess" and her "fam¬
ily."
In appearance the "countess" was most

ordinary. There was nothing that bespoke
the "grande dame." She was short, stout
and very unlike one to the "manner" born.
Yet she understood perfectly the art of
entertaining, and spent her days in ease
and luxury.

It seemed so unaccountable, her claim
to being of Spanish origin, as she was so
unlike the Latin type, and her children
looked and spoke like native Irish. As for
her husband.well, he was as ordinary as
a street cleaner; uncouth, unrefined and
very unprepossessing in appearance.

It took a wide stretch of imagination to
associate such as he with royalty. Their
home life was in a constant state of War¬
fare. in which "countess," husband, chil¬
dren and servants would join, to the as¬
tonishment of the neighborhood. But as
wine flowed freely, it was easily accounted
for. Kvery one doubted her story, and
firmly believed her an impostor. Yet the
fact -emained that while she could not
beguile the wily Philadelphian of position
to her board she did entertain foreigners
of rank and position.

I remember well a member of our fam¬
ily receiving an invitation to a dinner to
meet Dom Pedro. Emperor of Brazil. How
we uU laughed over itl The idea of JDom
Pedro.the emperor.a guest at McMur-
rows \\ hy, it was absurd, ridiculous.and
the invitation was declined. Nevertheless.
Dom Pedro was there, and a number of
other prominent foreigners, much to our
astonishment.

Maid in a Spanish Family.
One story that went the rounds was

this: Anita, when young, had been a
maid in a Spanish family of rank. She
had become familiar with this family's
history, and upon the death of its last
member an old lady.had got possession
of valuable papers bearing upon claims
before the Spanish government and was
pressing them for her own use.

1 hat she had claims before the court of
Spain is well known. Also, that she re¬
ceived large sums of money from some
source, for at that time no member of her
family was employed, and she was living
at the rate of fifty thousand a year.There were times when there was no
money in the McMurrow home. Then all
was chaos within.servants clamoring for
wages due some for ,-ix months, trade-men
suing for thousands due for wines and del-
w, m ,

Were l,lvarlHb'y '"'d to be pa¬tient that as soon as the court of Sn-iin

be°Upaid her allowance t*>elr bills would
And come the money would. Yet, it was

and81Mrs'1 m'T'1' Th"' court *painMr?; McMurrow seemed so widelyapart. It does stem incredible how allthese years she could victimize the Span¬ish people and derive such large sums of
money if she had not good proof.

now that she is no more, light»1U be thrown on the life of this s rangeand mysterious woman, . who has per?plexed so many for a generation.

married poor girls.

Two Wealthy Men Surprised Boston's
Society Folks.

Special Dispatch to The Star.
BOS I OX, Mass.. January 20..Two

wealthy men. one Leroy Fay of Common¬
wealth avenue, a Boston millionaire, and
the other Frank B. Sanborn, jr., of New
York, son of the "Sage of Concord," were
married today to poor girls, who up to the
day of their marriages were obliged to
work for their living.
Mr. Fay's bride is Miss Jennie Murphy a

native of Prince Edward Island and a do¬
mestic in the Berghan estate at Weston.
Mr Sanborn has married Miss Mary De-

( ourcey. stenographer in the office of the
Massachusetts Mining Company. There
was no opposition to the Fay-Murphy
match on the part of the groom's lamilv
and only slight opposition to the Sanborn-
DeCourcey match.

THE LEWIS MURDER IN OHIO.

Incident Recalls Sudden Death of
Two Brothers.

WARREN, Ohio. January 20..The mur¬
der of R. K. Lewis, a wealthy banker and
farmer of West Farrington, Ohio, recalls
the sudden death of two brothers within
four months and gives rise to speculation
as to whether there have been three mur-
derj in the family.
Frank Lewis died September 2U last, after

an illness of only three hours, although he
had been complaining for some time
Ueorge I.ewls. in good health until Jan¬

uary 8 of this year, suddenly fell into con¬
vulsions on that day and died before doc¬
tors arrived.

Fined $5,000 for Postal Violation.
CHICAGO, January 20,-Edward F. Han¬

sen, president of the Nutrlcal company, and
formerly mayor of a small town In northern
Mclne, today was sentenced to one year in
tho penitentiary and fined £5,000 In the
I rlted States district court for sending ob¬
jectionable literature through the United
States mails advertising his business.

Dr. Caldwell Dead.
TAMPA, Fla., January 20..Dr. Frant H.

Caldwell, formerly In charge of the plant
system hospital system, died here tills after-
noon Brighi's disease. He was a native
of Rome, ua.

BRIGHTER PROSPECTS
\

St. Petersburg Reassured Over

Collapse of Revolt.

HOPEFUL FOR NEW LOAN

Waiting for Conclusion of Moroccan
Conference.

EXPECT TO PAY HIGH INTEREST

Authorities Convinced That Upris¬
ings in Russia Were Largely Or-

Ganized Abroad.

ST PETERSBl'RO, January 20..A prom¬
inent official of the mindstry of finance said
today that the government was waiting for
the conclusion of the Moroccan conference
before resuming the negotiations for a

loan which were interrupted in October.
Should the outcome of the conference be
peaceful the gvernment anticipates little
difficulty in obtaining a loan, even should
the national assembly not be convoked "When
the financial negotiations are resumed.
The prospects throughout the country are

much brighter with the collapse of the
armed revolt and the progress made in re¬

storing order. The official admitted, how¬
ever, that Russia would probably have to
pay a high rate of interest for a loan, but
cash was necessary. The December receipts
fro mtaxes and customs, over which appre¬
hension had been expressed in the budget
report, were most encouraging. The im¬
portations were heavy in order to escape
the higher duties of the new tar'ff, which
becomes effective March 1. and the peas¬
ants from whom the government during Oc¬
tober and November received practically
nothing were now resuming payments.

Revolutionists Discouraged.
An official of the department of police

said today that a new general armed upris¬
ing had been scheduled for January 22, but
the premature explosions at Moscow and
elsewhere had found the military so loyal
and effective that the revolutionists were

discouraged and changed their minds.
Minor rioting might be attempted, and, in

fact, the police learned of an attack on sev¬
eral postal telegraph substations in the
suburbs, and have taken measures to put
down any such rioting with the utmost
"severity.
The police did not even expect the one-

day strike to be general in St. Petersburf,
as there were too many idle workmen, and
the others were afraid to risk losing their
positions in midwinter.
The authorities have evidence that the

uprisings and terrorism in Russia were
largely organized abroad. A bomb-thrower
arrested at Odessa has been identified as a
Parisian who was under the surveillance
of the French police on account of com¬
plicity in the international anarchistic
movement having its headquarters there
I he agitators arrested and shot at Warsaw
were mostly of foreign origin.

Returning to Tranquillity.
An official communication says that seri¬

ous disorders on the anniversary of "Red
Sunday" are practically Impossible, as a
majority of the workers are not inclined to
indulge in them. It says also that the
government is determined to stop all mass
meetings and demonstrations at their out¬
set. The communication adds that the
country la .steadily returning to tranquillity
and that peace and order are being restored
throughout the empire with the exceptionof a few of the border districts
The troubles in the Baltic region in Po¬

land and in Siberia have diminished consid¬
erably and a complete restoration of ordot
everywhere is expected soon.

It is stated that the revolutionary organ¬izations have decided to divert t'l.elr ac¬tivity to attempts on the lives of officials
fii J.. sf'\T-n mtmhers of the commit-
{,,vo k

a s001"1'" Proletariat organizationhave been arrested. The police are arrest¬ing hundreds of persons in consequence ofthe threatened strike on Monday.
Strict Search for Bombs.

In anticipation of a terrorist attempt at
bomb throwing on Monday, the police today
conducted searches in all the large fac¬
tories, and also as a precautionary meas¬
ure gathered in a large number of the
leaders of the workingmen, whom they will
detain over Monday. Heavy guards to¬
night began patrolling the industrial quar¬
ters, and rifles have been provided to arm
the police, in case there is an outbreak.
It is stated that these special measures

will be in force only until Tuesday. It
Monday passes without disorders the au¬
thorities are confident that tranquillity will
reign until the critical period of the elec-
tion to the douma.
Street railway employes and the apothe¬

caries have voted for a general strike on
Monday, but it Is believed that the decree of
the workmen's council will be only partly
obe> ed ill the factories and commercial
houses.
The Moscow workmen have not recov¬

ered from the last strike, and probably will
neglect to observe the day. Dispatches
from the city say that manv bombs have
been abandoned in the street, the owners
apparently being discouraged and fearintr
arrest.
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RODEY CREATED A FUROR.

Declared That Sentiment in Arizona
Favored Joint Statehood.

B. R. Rodey, former delegate to Congress
from New Mexico, created a furor at yes¬
terday's hearing on the joint statehood bill
before the House committee on territories
by announcing that corporate interests In
Arizona had suppressed public opinion in
favor of joint statehood, and declared that
a popular vote on the question would show
a decided majority in favor of the admission
of Arizona,and New Mexico as one state.

There has been intense persecution In
Arizona. Mr. Rodey declared. "Special in
terests have perpetrated outrageous and
scandalous suppression of public opinion for
the last six months. Thousands favor Joint
statehood who do not dare to say so "

The members of the Anti-joint "statehood
League who were in the committee room
united in a protest against these state¬
ments, but in response to the chorus of
"No! no!" from Arlzonans, Mr. Rodey de¬
clared that the corporations 'influences who
are opposing the Joint statehood measure
do not dare to submit the Joint statehood
proposition to the people of Arizona.

Panic in Fire at Philadelphia Hotel.
PHILADELPHIA. January 30..Fire which

originated In the roof garden of the Hotel
Flanders, at 15th and Walnut streets, early
today created a panic among the guests
which was quickly allayed when it was dis¬
covered that the blase was not serious. The
Are was caused by an uninsulated electric
light wire on the roof garden. The two top
floors were flooded and the flre was extin¬
guished without difficulty. The loss will
not exceed $6,000.

ECUADOR REBELLION
New Government Formed at

Quito on Thursday.

GUAYAQUIL, Ecuador, January 19..
Gen. Alfaro occupied Quito, the capital, at
3 p.m. Thursday. A Junta of notable persons
met in the government palace here at 4 p.m.
today and formed a new government. Vice
President Baquerlzo Moreno assumed the
executive power, establishing the capital
here and appointing the following ministry:
Minister of the Interior, Cesar Borja.
Minister of foreign affairs, Francisco

Agirre Jado.
v Minister of finance, Martin Avlles.
Minister of public instruction, Amailo

Puga.
Minister of war and marine, Luis Dillon.
Governor of Guayaquil, Ignaelo Robles.
Chief of the local military forces. Gen.

Fidel Garcia.
Rioting followed. The people during the

afternoon attacked the prisons, liberated
tlio political prisoners and afterward cip-
tuied the police barracks, where the rioters
obtained possession of a number of rifles
and some cannon. Rifle shots later were
heard in all parts of the city and the riot¬
ers became so bold that they attacked a
battalion of artillery. Many persons Were
killed or wounded on both sides during the
fighting.

People Rejected New Regime.
The new ministry, however, only lasted

one hour. The people rejected the admin¬
istration of Baquerlzo Moreno and pro¬
claimed as president Gen. Eloy Alfaro, the
former president of Ecuador and leader'of
the revolution, and in his absence Dr. Kmllo
Arrevalo assumed the civil and military
authority.
A great panic prevailed here during the

evening, and in the midst of the disorder
Gen. Leonidas Plaza, minister of Ecuador
to the United States, who arrived here
January 1$ and assumed chief command of
the army in its operations against the
rebels, escaped from the city and embark¬
ed on board the Chilean steamer Loa, which
leaves here tomorrow for Panama.
Later in the evening order was restored.

Schoolship Joined Rebellion.
The school ship Maranon has joined in the

rebellion.
A number of revolutionists from Daule,

twenty-two miles from here, arrived here
this morning and were enthusiastically re¬
ceived.

200 Killed in the Fighting.
Two hundred persons were killed or

wounded in the fighting here.

Wood to Succeed Corbin.
MANILA, January iii>..Maj. Gen. Leon¬

ard Wood will succeed Maj. Gen. Corbin in
ccmmand of the military division of the
Philippines on February 1. Maj. Gen. Cor¬
bin will leave on February 2 for Hongkong,
sailing thence for San Francisco on Febru¬
ary U on the Pacific Mail steamer Korea.
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VENEZUELAN STATUS
Solution of Difficulty Rests

With Washington.

VIEWS OF TEMPS PAPER

Advises France to Follow Great
Britain's Example.

CASE OF BOLIVAE QUOTED

Suggested That United States Assume

Financial Control of Venezuela.

Cable Company Not Informed.

PARIS. January 20..Ministerial circles
this evening have no further information
'regarding the Venezuelan situation. Al.
Jusserand's report of the conferences at
Washington has not yet arrived.
The semi-official Temps says it considers

that the solution of the Venezuelan dim-
cully lies at Washington. France's best
method of meeting President Castro's In¬
sults, according to the paper, would be to
follow Great Britain's example toward Bo¬
livia thirty years ago in not noticing her
affronts and "simply regarding Venezuela
as a land of savages, whose proceedings
placed it outside of civilization."
The Temps adds: "The material damage,

however, remains to be repaired and consid¬
erable interests must be safeguarded. Ow¬
ing to -the difficulties which would be
aroused with other powers by a blockade
the best means to adopt would be for the
United States to assume financial control
of Venezuela, thus assuring America andother nations the reparation and satisfac¬tion due them."
The French Cable Company has not had

any communication with Venezuela for two
days, and It is not aware whether the restof its agents have been expelled.

France's Course Not Determined.
If Ambassador Jusserand has disclosed to

the State Depsjrtment the plans of the
French government respecting the treat¬
ment of the Venezuelan situation, the de¬
partment officials feel that they have no
right to make these plans public as they di¬
rectly concerti only France and Venezuela.
There Is reason to believe, however, that
although M. Jusserand has talked freelywith Secretary Root about the situation,
exchanging such information as each had,
he has not yet been able to impart the
French plans, and that for the very good
reason that the French government itself
has not finally determined upon a line ot
action.
The State Department has found that It

can reach Mr. Russel, United Stites min¬
ister at Caracas, from either Wllliamstadt
01 Port of Spain through a boat service
maintained by tne cable companies with
La Guaira. Though that means of com¬
munication is cumbersome and exposed to
great delay It is thought better to follow it
than to resort to the plan of sending one
or more naval vessels to Venezuelan wa¬
ters. which might add to the agitation and
precipitate trouble.
Though promised for the early part of

the present week the report of Special Com¬
missioner Calhoun upon the is3ues be¬
tween Venezuela and this country has not
yet reached the State Department, hence
even if Secretary Root were disposed to
communicate with Congress any suggestion
respecting a line of policy to be followed by
the State Department in the adjustment of
our own claims against Venezuela, that
communication must be delayed for a tlm?,
for It is regarded as essential to have Mr.
Calhoun's collection of facts as a basis of
the presentation

THE McCOMAS OBSEQUIES.

Disastrous Fire Near Keedysville.
Partial Insurance.

Special Dispatch to Tbe Star.
HAGERSTOWN, Md., January 2)..'The

funeral of Assistant Postmaster Louis F.
McComas, an uncle of Judge Louis E. Mc-
Comas of Washington, took place from his
late residence on Potomac avenue here this
afternoon. The services were conducted by
Rev. Robert Alexander Boyle of the Pres¬
byterian Church, assisted by Rev. Dr. J.
Spangler Kieffer of Zion Reformed Church,
this city, and Rev. Joseph P. McComas,
lector of St. Anne's Episcopal Church, An¬
napolis, Md., a nephew of deceased. Dele¬
gations from the various organizations of
which he was a member attended the
funeral.
Fire of incendiary origin early this morn¬

ing destroyed the large brick dwelling
house, corn crib, wagon shed and other out¬
buildings on the farm of Frisby Clopper,
near Keedysville, Md. Walker Keyfauver,
tenant on the farm, and his family were
awakened by the crackling of the flames.
The loss is partially covered by insurance.
Less than thref weeks ago an attempt

was made to burn the large barn on the
Meyers farm, which adjoins the Clopper
place.

^ ¦

GRAVE CRIME ALLEGED.'

George Jordan Accused of Shooting
With Intent to Kill.

Ida Magruder, colored, thirty-four years
old, living at Guetheler's court south¬
east, was taken to the Casualty Hospital
last night about 11 o'clock and treated
.for a bullet wound in her right "Jaw, re¬
ceived, It Is said, as the result of an al¬
tercation with George Jordan, alias "Red"
George.
Policeman Wassan arrested George for

the shooting and charged him with
assault with Intent to kill. He had
been drinking and was not inclined
to discuss the shooting when he
reached the police station. He ad¬
mitted. however, that lie had shot Ida.
Friends of the injured woman took her
to the Navy Hospital and she was after¬
ward transferred to the Casualty Hospital.
The surgeons who attended her stated

that the bullet had entered her right cheek
and lodged in her jawbone. Her condition
is not regarded as being serious.

ORISCOM GUEST OF HONOR.

Principal Speaker at Scientists' Meet¬
ing at Philadelphia.

PHILADELPHIA. Pa., January 20..Lloyd
C. Griscom, United States minister to Japan,
was the principal speaker tonight at a

meeting of the American Academy of Po¬
litical and Social Sctence. Mr. XJriscom's
topic was "Japan After the War." He
said in part:
"Sinoe the close of the war Japanese have

shown no unpleasant signs of exultation or
self-Batisfactlon. They are busily engaged
in discussing the refunding of their debts
and have to carry the great financial bur¬
den left by the war. The people were
woefully disappointed in the peace terms,
but after a momentary exhibition of dissatis¬
faction they recovered their self-restraint,
and their anger, which had never been di¬
rected particuarly toward foreigners,
turned toward their own government.
"An imperial edict directed the people to

leave the question of government to those
who govern, and to proceed about their
usual avocations.
"It Is calculated that the new Kovern¬

ment must And a revenue of a
year In addition to the other government
expenses, to deal with a national debt.
Aside from this there can hardly be said to
be any burning political questions of the
hour.
"The spirit of militarism which was, of

course, excited by the war, has died out
with remarkable suddenness. They have
accepted the Judgment of their sovereignthat the object of the war lias been ac¬
complished."
Addresses were also made by Baron Ta-

kaki, surgeon general of the Japanese navy,an-d S. Uchida, Japanese consul general atNew York.

FLORIDA SPECIAL DERAILED.
Six Pullman Cars on Atlantic Coast

Line Left Track.
COLUMBIA. S. C., January 20..A special

to the State from Wilmington. N. C., says:
At 2:40 o'clock this morning the Atlantic
Coast Line Florida special, northbound,
was derailed two miles north of Benson, N.
C. Six cars, all Pullman, left the track.
The cause of the wreck is not known. MissEnden Hart of West !>2d street. New York
city, sustained a severe shock. A. Dawson
of Jersey City, back bruised: S. VViehoyt,Jersey City, right arm injured.
Traffic was resumed -i 11: :iO this morn¬

ing. No cars were overturned.

A BIGGINS ADMISSION
WADSWORTH ELECTION RESULT
OF ALLIANCE WITH ROOSEVELT.

Sjieelal Dispatch to The Star.
MILWAUKEE, Wis., January 20..Gov.

' Hlgglns of New York, in passing through
here early today, practically admitted that
the recent political developments in New
York, involving the election of Wadsworth
as speaker of the lower house, were the re¬
sult of his alliance with Roosevelt, but
whether the scheme of his campaign in¬
volves the retirement of two United States
senators he refused to say. He declined
likewise to tell whether or not he had any
move on foot for his own selection as head
of the republican organization to succeed
Odell.
Gov. Higgins was on his way back to New

York state after burying his mother-in-law
at Sparta, Wis., and was met west of the
city by a local newspaper man who asked
him to tell Ills views of recent political de¬
velopments.
This was his text:

A Rebuke to Leaders.
"Whenever a political party, or when po¬

litical leaders, so far forget the real pur¬
pose of parties and organizations that they
seek to take the government out of the
hands of the people and make men and
parties supreme then they are sure to be*
rebuked."
The governor was asked if he considered

recent elections in Wisconsin. Ohio and
Minnesota as an illustration of this idea.
"Y'es," said the governor. "I should take

them to be."
"Is it not true that party lines are beingbroken down everywhere?"
"No, I don't think. Republicanism is just

as strong in New York state today as it
ever was. but parties now must represent
the people and must stand for something.
They must be above suspicion. When they
fail in this, then the people will kick over
the traces. They will assert themselves.
And it is all right, too. It is a good s'gn.
Political parties, however, will remain. It
Is inevitable."
"Do you consider the election of Mr.

Wadsworth as an Important victory over
Chairman Odell and the old machine?"
"I consider it most important and sig¬

nificant. It has a tendency to strengthen
the party In New York."

IS ACCUSED OF HAZING
MANN TO BE TRIED.ROOSE¬

VELT'S APPOINTEE.

tV
ANNAPOLIS, Md., January 20..Charges

of hazing have been lodged against Mid¬
shipman Richard R. Mann, a member of the
first class and who is an appointee of Pres¬
ident Roosevelt. He is already under ar¬
rest on the charge of "Frenching" from
the academy grounds.
His trial will immediately follow that of

Midshipman Claud B. Mayo of Columbus.
Miss. There are three specifications under
the charge of hazing in Mann's case.

TO STUDY HEALTH CONDITIONS.

Party of Southerners Off for a Torn- of
Central America.

NEW ORLEANS. January 20..A party
of health officials representing Alabama.
Louisiana and Mississippi, together with
representatives of the commercial interests
of New Orleans, sailed today on the steam¬
er Anselm for a tour of Central American
ports. The party will make a study of
health conditions at the various ports with
a view to determining whether or not the
method of handling the tropical fruit trade
Is a menace to the health of the southern
ports from the possibility of the introduc¬
tion of yellow fever.
The ports to be visited are Port Loma,

San Jose Bocas del Toro, Banama, Colon,
Bli efields. Ceba, Belize. Puerto Barrios and
Puerto Cortez. Dr. J. H. White of the
United States marine hospital service is a
member of the party.

THE CHINESE COMMISSION.

Banquet at Chicago Last Night.
Leave for Washington Monday.
CHICAGO, January 20. A banquet was

tendered to the commissioners tonight at
the Auditorium. Mayor Dunne and a hun¬
dred men prominent in political and mer¬

cantile life were present. There were but
few set speeches, the mayor welcoming the
guests of the evening in a felicitious ad¬
dress. Tuan Fang prouosed the health of
the President of the United tSates, and
United States Judge Peter S. Grosscup re¬
plied.
A number of impromptu speeches were

made by the guests.
The commissioners tomorrow will take au¬

tomobile rides around the city. The com¬
missioners will leave for Washington Mon¬
day noon.

Californians to Meet.
The members of the California State As¬

sociation have arranged to meet ait Scot¬
tish Rite Hall, 1007 G street northwest,
next Thursday evening. Secretary Metcalf
of the Department of Commerce and I-abor,
Justice McKenna of the United States Su¬
preme Court and the entire California dele¬
gation in Congress have been invited, and
several of them have promised to deliver
addresses. One of the speakers will tell of
the recent trip of the Taft party to the
orient. There will be a program of music
and recitations.

Kid Sullivan'» Next Match.
Special Diipatch to The Star.
BOSTON, Mass., January 20..Kid SulM-

van of Washington and Dave Deshler have
been matched for a fight to take place here
this month.

Chairman Shonts' Exposition
of Work in Hand.

AT CINCINNATI BANQUET

Under the Auspices of the Commercial
Club.

ALL SUPPLIES BOUGHT AT HOME

The Question of Labor a Vexatio.ia
One.Invitation to Public to In¬

vestigate Board's Acts.

CINCINNATI, January 20..Theodore P.Slionts, chairman of the Isthmian canalcommission, tonight was the guest 0f honorand sole speaker at tin- January meeting ofthe Commercial Club. Mr. Shonts said. Inpart :

"We are not merely going to build thePaifama canal.we are building it. Prepa¬ration is a part, and a most important part,of the work of construction. When thutshall have been fully and thoroughly ac¬complished. a great step forward will havebeen taken. i'ou cannot erect a houseuntil you have laid the foundation. Youcannot run a railroad until you have laidthe tracks. 1 uu cannot build a chimneyby placing the top bricks first. These aretrite truisms, but there seem to be peoplein this country to whom they are novelties.We are approaching the end of the pre¬liminary work. We have made the isthmus
a healthful place in which to work. We
are getting the line of the canal into acondition which will enable us to operatean excavating plant to the best advantage,and we are assembling the plan: withwhich the work is to be done. When youbear in mind that we have been eng..godin this preparatory task barely Fix months,that we have been compelled to carry itforward in a tropical country, mainly awilderness, not accessible by railway, "butII,"00 miles at sea and 2,(KK> miles fromthe base of supply, and that most of thematerial entering into the work had tobe manufactured to order before it couldbe shipped to the scene of action, I think
you will admit that the amount of limeconsumed has not been unreasonable.
Bought Supplies of Home Markets.
In accordance with our policy of buyingIn the cheapest markets, we have bought

our supplies chiefly in the X'nited States
because its markets, in the main, are the
cheapest in the world for the products that
we need in this work- TIib American
laborer is the highest priced in the world,but we can buy the results of his work
more cheaply here than abroad, because ofhis superior skill and because of the Intel¬ligent Interest which he as an Americancitizen takes in his work. In other words,he puts more brains into the product of hishands, because he is a citizen of a free
country and his mind has beea enlargedaiid his ambition stimulated by active par¬ticipation in the duties of citizenship.While buying our supplies in the UnitedStates we have seen to it that the entire
country should be adm'tted on equal terms
to the competition for furnishng lliem. Ourtheory is that since the American peopleare to defray the cost of building the canalthe whole American peopla should be treat¬ed alike in the opportunity to derive legiti¬
mate industrial and commerci al p:ofit from
the outlay for construction. One of the
first acts of the present commis-lon after
taking office was the adopt'on of a policydesigned to place all manufacturers and
producers in all parts of the country on
equal terms in regard to shipment of goodsto the isthmus.
You. gentlemen, l>eing situated about

equally distant from the gulf and the sea¬
port. are especially favored under this pol¬icy. You will get the benefit of the com-
petition of the railways leading throughboth gateways, and should be able to se¬
cure very reasonable rates of transporta¬tion on any goods you may produce and de¬
sire to sell which enter into the construc¬
tion of the canal.

The Labor Question
I come now to a branch of this suljvt to

which 1 have referred in my add'es:- be¬
fore the Manufacturers' Association, and
also in the commission's report to Congress,
and I bring It up again because there is
nothing connected with the const;uct'on of
the canal that surpasses it in impo: tance in
its bearing on results. I refer to the labor
question.
The character of labor employed on the

isthmus has more to do with the time it
will take to build the canal.more to do
with the cost of construction.than anyother determining factor.
There is no insuperable difficulty in the.

way of the construction of the canal from
an engineering point of view and with any
ordinary class of labor. The serious prob¬
lem is to get what will lie considered in
this country anything like an ordinary
class of labor. In examining this question
we have studied and discussed the merits
of labor of nearly all nationalities avail¬
able for the purpose. The chief difficulty
with which we have to contend in the em¬
ployment of oriental labor lies in the laws
which hedge about its use. The govern¬
ment must protect itself against the charge
of forcing involuntary servitude, anl hence
It can adopt no safeguards which will pre¬
vent the labor from leaving the isthmus
the day after arrival, thus losing the money
necessary to get it there, with iio return
whatever. The result of this is practically
to make oriental labor prohibitive in the
construction of the canal.
Experiment with Italian laborers, while

not made on a large scale, has not been
satisfactory, for the reason that they do not
seem possessed of great vitality, and suc¬
cumb quickly to tropical fevers.
The West Indian negro that we are

using has but little life and ambition in
him.

Labor of the United States.
So far as the labor in ttie United States

la concerned, we might as well recognize
the facts. The best quality of this labor Is
regularly employed, because of the great in¬
dustrial activity here. This confines our
selection to those employed only as extra
men and those seeking employment, who
of course will not grade as high as those
regularly employed. In order to get these
men in some branches of trade it is neces¬
sary to pav larger wages than are paid in
this country, for they would rather have
extra work, with a chance of regular em¬
ployment here, than leave their own coun¬
try.
Before closing my remarks in regard to

the importance of labor in this enterprise.
I wish to repeat and to emphasize the opin¬
ion I have expressed on former occasions
in regard to the application of the eight-
hour law. The present wage varies from
80 cents to $1.04 per day in gold. As com¬
pared with the best common labor In the
United States, its efficiency is rated at from
25 to 33 per cent. Over 80 per cent of the
employes of the canal are now and will con¬
tinue to be alien laborers. A majority or
the other 20 per cent employed will be in a
clerical, a supervisory, oi in some other
capacity to which the various labor law®
of the United States are not applicable, it-
la t* thtM kind of labor we are compelled


