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Thieuves lost
IN powc river

Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Saalbach
and Robert Purcell Drowned.

ONE BODY FOUND TODAY

Canoes Overturned In Swift Current
in Upper River.

"YOUNG MEN TRY EXPERIMENT

Upset Their Boat in Deep Water and

Practice Life-Saving, With

Unfortunate Results.

Three persons lost their lives
while canoeing in the Potomac
river near thiis city yesterday, and
a fourth was rescued after a des¬
perate battle with treacherous cur¬

rents. The dead are Edward L.
Saalbach, a clerk in the War De¬
partment; Mrs. Edward L. Saal¬
bach. his wife, and Robert Purcell,
Xl graduate of the Central High
School. Dr. Richard Dear, who re¬

cently graduated in medicine at the
University of Pennsylvania, and
who has a record as a college
sprinter, had a narrow escape from
death. Bruised, battered and al¬
most exhausted, he succeeded in
reaching a rock after a struggle of
nearly an hour's duration in the
water, and was removed to the
shore in a canoe.

The body of Mr. Saalbach was recovered
e<orne distance below the scene of the drown.
Ins about noon today. It was found by
W. T. Reynolds, captain of the volunteer
life saving crew, whose boat house Is at the
foot of 34th street and from the place where
It was discovered It was conveyed in the

" launch Viola, owned by T. B. Lipscomb, to
the boat house, where it was held, pending
the order of the coroner.
The bodies of Mrs. Saalbach and young

Purcell had not been recovered up to a

late hour this afternoon, although search
¦was made both yesterday and today In
the vicinity of the drowning.

"Where the Accident Occurred.
Mr. Saalbach and hts wife lost their lives

Bear Dixie Landing, while young Purcell
.was drowned a short distance from High
Island, above the Chain bridge. In both
places the strength of the current and the
nature of the river bed. the latter covered
.with Jagged rocks, many of which reached
Above the surface of the stream, made the
effort to find the bodies almost hopeless
from the first. A crew from the harbor¬
master's headquarters was dispatched to
the scenes of both accidents, but It was
found that pracUcally nothing could be
done in the way of dragging. The boat
was several times in danger of becoming
m prey to the swollen stream. The search.

Edward R. Saalback.
(Mwcver, was actively continued by parties
In canoes. Several of these were over¬
turned. but fortunately their occupants were
experienced swimmers and no further fa¬
talities rusultwd
Tlx death of Mr. Saalbach and his young

wife was tragic in the extreme. They
were drowned close to the shore and while
assistance was almost within reach. The
accident, too. was strange and unexpected.
Though the water at that point ran
swiftly, with a strong undertow, no particu¬lar danger was apprehended to persons of
.kill and experience in canoe navigation, as
It is believed that neither Mr. Saalbach nor
his wife gave any serious thought to the
probability of disaster.
After proceeding some distance above

pixie Landing, Mr Saalbach pushed his
little craft to a large rock, where he and
his wife landed. It is thought they had In¬
tended to return from that point, having
found it difficult to stem the swiftly flow¬
ing stream. Mrs. Saalbach had stepped
Into the canoe and her husband was in the
act of following her when he either stum¬
bled or his foot slipped on the wet rock.
He fell forward Into the boat, which was
at once overturned, precipitating both into
the water, which is very deep at that
point.
Presumed to Have Been Stunned.
Mr. 8aalbach. it is surmised, struck his

head as be fell, for. though he was an ex¬

pert swimmer, he was not seen again above
the surface of the water. J. H. Boydefl
and James F. Drysdale. who were In a

eanoe not more than 100 yards away, saw

at once that Mr. and Mrs. 8aalbach wefe
|a a terrible plight, and Mr. Boyden and
Mr Drysdale paddled with all their might
toward the couple in the water. When nearEke place where the canoe capsised jlr.*" f>rvs(iaie. who was In his bathing 'suit,
.prang Into the river in the hope of rescu-
*.« one of the unfortunate couple, but ills
effort was fruitless. He saw Mrs. Saal¬
bach rise to the surface when he was a few

yards away, but, though he redoubled his
efforts, he was unable to reach her In time.
A few minutes later Mr. C. E. Engle, who

was at Dixie Landing, and who was at¬
tracted by the shouts. Joined the two men
at the scene of the accident. They watched

Robert Purcell.
the water for some time, but neither Mr.
Saalbach nor his wife came to the surface.
Later Lieutenant Sutton, assisted by a

score of canoeists of the Washington canoe
Club, of which the drowned man was also
a member, dragged the river for several
hundred yards, but without result.

Was an Expert Conoeist.
Mr. Saalbach was an all-round athlote

and an expert canoeist. He was regarded
as one of the most skillful of the mem¬
bers of the canoe club. Until recently he
was accustomed to making: his excursions
on the water In a tiny and frail canoo,
but after his marriage he secured a larger
boat with a view of safety when he went

Dick Dear.
out with his wife. He was a graduate of
Heidelberg University in Germany, and a
few weeks ago received his diploma in the
National University Law School. He had
been employed in the War Department
for several years and was forty-six years
of age.
His wife came to this country but a short

time before their marriage, which occurred
in this city last October. No relatives of
either of them are at present In Wash¬
ington. Mr. John Metzeroth. a brother of
Mrs. Saalbach, is out of the city with his
family.

Swept Over Dam.
Purcell lost his life after being swept

over the dam opposite Higli Island. He and
Dr. "Dick" Dear had gone out in the after¬
noon about a third of a mile above High
Island for the purpose of experimenting
with the canoe. Leaving their clothes on
a rock they paddled out in midstream,
where they upset the boat and attempted
the task of pushing it ashore. They were
not long, however, in discovering that they
were unable to battle successfully with the
current, which was much stronger than
they had anticipated. With Purcell at
the bow and Dear at the stern the boat
was rapidly swept toward the dam. Even
then the young men had little thousht of
danger for they were under the Impression
that their downward sweep would be ar¬
rested at the dam. This opinion was based
upon the experiences of former years when
the water was not so high. But as the
two men and the little craft swept nearer
to the dam both Purcell and Dear saw
that they were in a desperate situation.
Though they attempted to catch hold of
something to stay their progress, they were
swept over into a cataract, in which both
were dashed against Jagged rocks and
badly cut and bruised.
As the two swept over the dam they were

separated. Dear managed to regain his
hold on the canoe, but Purcell was washed
away in the current far to one side. It was
Impossible for them to get together again,but they called to each other as they were
borne along. It was about a third of a
mile below the dam that Dear lost sight of
his companion. At that time the latter
was heading for a clump of small bushes
growing out of the water, which was also
at that place studded with rocks. Dear
heard Purcell call "Dick," but the latter,
looking back, was unabie to catch another
glimpse of his form.

Dr. Dear's Recital.
Speaking of the tragic affair today Dr.

Dear said: "Some time after I lost sight of
Purcell I was compelled to part with the
boat, as I thought I saw an opportunity of
reaching a high rock and of thereby avoid¬
ing what appeared to be certain death If I
was swept down the cataract setting to¬

ward the Virginia shore Just above the
Chain bridge. I mude a superhuman effort
and swam to the rock, wnere i ciung tor
nearly three-quarters of an hour, while Mr.
Andrew P. Tallmadge, Mr. W. Roy Gar¬
rett and Mr. Hunter T^nnant, all of the
Highland Canoe Club, and Mr. Eugene
Gough procured a skiff, and Tallmadge and
Garrett, yelling to me to hang on, came to
my assistance."
The rescue. It Is said, was a daring and

hazardous undertaking. Messrs. Tallmadge
and Garrett were compelled to row with
all their might and skill in an oblique di¬
rection against the current. With Dear In
the boat they retracted their course, reach¬
ing the Island without mishap. Dr. Dear
was suffering from severe cuts and bruise*.
He was conveyed to the residence of Dr.
Joseph Rogers, 721 8th street, where his
wounds were dressed. He was resting com¬
fortably today.

Statement by Eye-Witness.
Mr. Gene Gough. who was an eye-witness

of the unfortunate tragedy, said today:
"The two young men. Dear and Purcell,

came up the feeder in a canoe, passed the
dam and landed on & little rock near Snake
Island, where they left their canoe, pre¬
paratory to going In swimming. They then
took the canoe out and upset it In the
river, which was more than ordinarily high
by reason of recent ralna and was very

(Continued on Second Page!)
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THE WOES OF THE BACHELOR.

Cross-Examination of Mrs.
Stenton Postponed.

DETERRED BY CRITICISM

New York Police Appear to Be Grop¬
ing for Clues.

the kinnan murder mystery

Tactics of the Prosecution Revealed

lay Stenographer's Report
of Testimony.

Special Dispatch to The Star.
NEW YORK, June 25 .After having

pl&nned to continue today the Inquiry Into
the murder of Mrs. Alice Klnnan, at whlcn
i; was said that Mrs. Louise Stenton would
be put under a severe cross-examination,
Coroner McDonald announced at noon that
no examination of witnesses would be held
today. The coroner made this announce¬
ment after a consultation with Capt. Price
of the Bronx detective bureau. It was

said that the general criticism made upon
the methods employed by the coroner anc

the assistant district attorney at the secret

Inquiry had something to do with the sud¬
den change of plans. The coroner said that
possibly the inquiry will go on tomorrow.
Mrs. Stenton showed this morning no ill

effects of her recent examination before
the coroner, and the nurse said that slw
was even cheerful. After the battle of
wits Saturday the old woman seemed to

brighten up considerably and to have lost

her lethargic manner almost completely
Admission of Detectives.

The detectives working on the case free¬
ly admit that If developments which they
hope for do not materialize today they see

little ground on which to work In the fu-

1'According to one story told today, the de¬
tectives have, in a great measure, based
their theory as to who committed the CI"l".e
on words spoken by Mrs. Klnnan while
she was In the ambulance on the way
the hospital. No police officer went along
with the ambulance, but it was asserted j
that the surgeon heard Mrs. Klnnan men-
tlori a name as though she referred to a

roon who hAd fttt&cked her.
Or the other hand Dr. John Bourke of

Fordham Hospital, who was charge of
the ambulance that took Mrs. Klnnan to
the hospital, said this morning:
"Mrs. Klnnan did not mention any nam®

while she was in the amb"lance.aif^e 7LVIbai ely conscious, &nd only moaned that
her head hurt her.M

Sample of Tactics Employed.
tfhe men who have been questioning Mrs.

Stenton have prepared themselves for a re¬

newal of their tactics by going over care¬

fully the stenographic reports of the testi¬
mony on Saturday. One part of this testi¬
mony. which was not made public then, is

i-as follows:
, ,, _"Madam, we know who murdered Mrs.

Klnnan. and you know him. Now, name

him at once or we will believe you to be au

accomplice."
, . T 411"You tell me who your man w and I will

tell you who Is the man I am thinking of,
she replied.
"Why don't) you tell us firstT
"Because 1 don't want to send a man to

Jail unless I am absolutely sure he is
miHty."
These answers of Mrs. Stenton are on a

line with her statement made last Wednes¬
day, When for the nrst time she expressedher conviction as to who committed the
crime. When she was ashed on that occasion
if she knew who killed her daughter, she
replied that she did. and added:

.. (naming a man) killed her or got
some one to do It for him."

MORRISON ENGAGED.

Will in Conducting the Standard
Prosecution.

CHICAGO. June 25..District Attorney C.
B. Morrison, who conducted the trial of
the packers for the government, announced
today that he had been appointed special
counsel for the government to conduct the
Investigation Into the management of the
Standard Oil Company and various rail¬
roads and had accepted the position.

TO WELCOME BETAN

MAYOR TOM JOHNSON WILL PRE¬
SIDE AT MEETING.

NEW YORK, June 25..Mayor Tom L.
Johnson of Cleveland has accepted an In¬
vitation to preside at the reception to Will¬
iam J. Bryan In Madison Square Garden
on Mr. Bryan's return to this country.
Henry Watterson will deliver an address on
behalf of the south, and Alexander Troup
of New Haven, Conn., will speak In the
name of the east. The name of the speaker
for the west has not been announced.

TENNIS AT WIMBLEDON.

Victories in First Round by Two Amer¬
ican Players.

WIMBLEDON, England, Juno 25..The
lawn tennis championship games opened
here today and will last the best part of a
fortnight. No less than sixty-eight play¬
ers are entered for the championship.
America Is represented in this contest by
Raymond D. Little and Krelgh Collins. The
former was early In the field and was eas¬
ily successful In the first round, beating A.
R. Sawyer In three straight sets. The
scores were 6.1, 6.2, 6.1.

Collins, later, won an equally easy vic¬
tory over E. R. Paterson by 3 sets to 0.The scores were 6.1, 6.1, 6.2.
Beals C. Wright was among the spec¬tators. His Injured hand Is Improving.Miss Sutton of Pasadena, Cal., will de¬fend the title of lady champion, and mean¬

while will participate in the mixed doubles.

DEPUTIES SWORN IN.

Fears of Further Violence Entertained
at Allentown.

ALLENTOWN, Pa., June 25..Allentown
is quiet today after unusual scenes of mob
violence last night in sympathy with the
striking motormen and conductors of the
Lehigh Valley Transit Company. Although
the company gave up the fight and turned
off its power at midnight, thousands re¬
mained on the street until early this morn¬
ing. The company was unable today to
carry out Its Intention to run a full sched¬
ule. Most of the new men engaged feared
to operate the cars.
Sheriff Krause swore In a number of

deputies to assist the local police in the
event of further trouble.

GOV. HARRIS ILL.

Compelled by Indigestion to Take to
His Bed.

CINCINNATI, Ohio, June 25..A special
from Eaton, Ohio, says: Although Governor
Harris was compelled to take to his bed
yesterday afternoon because of an acute
attack of indigestion, his family expressed
little alarm over his condition, which was

regarded as a natural result of the strain
of the past week.
Governor Harris went today to spend the

morning at his farm, and said he would
return In time to go to Columbus this
afternoon. He said his Illness had disap¬
peared and that he was feeling well.

WATCHMAN BURNED TO DEATH.

Fatal Fire at Washington, N. J., This
Morning.

WASHINGTON, N. J., June 25..The
plant of the Washington Manufacturing
Company, located In this town, was de¬
stroyed by flre today. William Cook, the
watchman, was burned to death. It is
thought Cook was stricken with vertigo
and in falling his lantern set flre to the
place. The monetary loss is estimated at
fit},000. Insurance, 180,000.
The company manufactured piano stools

add piano boxes.

FIGURES THAT TELL.
Gain In Advertising:

Columns.
Sunday 8tsr, June 24, 1904 102
Sunday Star, June 29, 1906.... 69

Gain, 33

Gain in Circulation:
Sundsy 8tar, June 24, 1906.. .32,344
Sunday Star, June 2S, 1906.. .80,264

Gain, 2,080
Every Issue of The Sundsy Star

Is added testimony to Its growing
popularity and Increased value ts
advertisers.
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CLAIMS229DELEGATES
Statement by Emery's Manager

at Harrisburg.

PREDICTS FULL CONTROL

Contest for Democratic Nomination
for Governor.

VIEW OF WILLIAM J. BRENNEN

Believes That Col. Guffey Will Have a

Majority and That Democrat

Will Be Chosen.

Special Dispatch to The Star.
HARRISBURG, Pa,. June 25. The eon-

test for the democratic nomination for gov¬
ernor has reached a most Interesting- stage.
Although Lewis Emery, Jr., appears to
have a strong lead, it Is decidedly a two-
sided battle, and the outcome is uncer¬
tain. E. Lowry Humes of Meadvllle ar¬
rived here this morning and opened Emery
headquarters In the Commonwealth Hotel,
Just across the hall from the. headuar-
ters opened by Colonel James M. Guftoy.
Colonel Guffey has not yet arrived, but
his personal representative, William J.
Brennen of Pittsburg. Is here. Mr. Humes,
who managed Emery's flglit for Congress
In 1890 against Joseph C. Sibley, spent
yesterday with Mr. Emery at Bradford
going over the situation with him. Mr.
Humes said this morning: "The number
of delegates Instructed and pledged per¬
sonally to Mr. Emery is 229. It takes 164
to nominate, so you see that he has a
clear majority of the 327 delegates who
will compose the convention. Of the 229
delegates who will vote for Emery over
80 are bound by Instructions, The rest
made personal pledges to Emery. If Guf¬
fey gets the convention away from Emery
I will be very much surprised. In my
opinion nothing can defeat Emery except
the power of money and bosslsm. I think
It is a conservative statement that Emery
will have anywhere from 220 to 235 dele¬
gates In the convention. I went all over
the situation with him yesterday, and
these figures are the result of his calcula¬
tions."

Precautions Against Attack.
In view of the possible attack that may

be made upon Emery by Standard Oil or
other interests opposed to Emery Mr.
Humes brought with him a satchel full
of documents, denials and explanations
regarding certain things that were
brought up against him when he was

making his fight against Sibley for Con¬
gress. Emery fears that a garbled state¬
ment of the litigation against him over
the question of the Inspection of oil of¬
fered for sale by the Lewis Emery Oil
Company, some fifteen years ago, may be
used against him on the floor of the con¬
vention. Mr. Humes has prepared him¬
self to refute these charges should they
be brought. It is an old story In the oil
regions and wa> used with effect in Em¬
ery's congressional fight, but resulted In
a big libel suit, in which Emery c&me out
a winner.
Emery's name probably will be presented

to the convention by.Harry Alvln Hall of
Pittsburg and Ridgway. This has not
been finally decided, but Hall would like
the honor and will get It if It Is found
politically expedient. Hall made speeches
for William McKinley In the letter's cam¬
paign for the presidency, and some of the
democrats here think that might be rubbing
It In somewhat as Emery himself Is an inde¬
pendent republican.

Mr. Brennen'¦ Belief.
Mr. Brennen, who on all important occa¬

sions such as this is Col. Guffey's mouth¬
piece, said this morning: "It is my opinion
that Col. Guffey will control the conven¬
tion. I mean that the delegates will control
It and that the convention will nominate
a democrat for governor. Of course, you
can't tell much about It until the delegates
get here, but I am firmly convinced that a
majority of the delegates favor the nomina¬
tion of a democrat. It may be that William
H. Berry, the state treasurer, will be fa¬
vored by Col. Guffey for the nomination.
Under certain conditions I would not be
surprised If Mr. Berry would make a splen¬
did candidate. He wee elected by a good
majority last fall, and you always feel like

klfow"* y0Ur fa1th °n a wlnnln6- horse, you

of con^deratJon?"Creasy of Columbia, out

1 don't think so, but Mr. Creasv

opposition al h° th® le«lslaturo without
opposition, and he may not feel like gettln*Into a battle like this just now."

Belun*

CLASS DAY AT YAXE.

Unprecedented Attendance on the
Exercises.

.
HAVEN, Conn., June 25.Favored
f weather and with audiences

which for numbers exceeded in size any
previous like occasions, the class-day exer¬
cises of four departments in Yale Uni¬
versity were held today. The academic
gathering was on the college campus,
where the program followed closely that
«ij" custom has established; the Shef-
Hiifhn School exercises were in
Sw schoofV«enin durln* th« forenoon, the
law scnool seniors met at Hendrie hall

Of theefm1r'CaItK,e? at College street hall.'
o/, . J .

gatherings the most Interest
^ u

e Hendrie hall gatheringwhich was preceded by a meeting of the
law school alumni, at which a number of
men of national reputation made short ad-
dresses, and the chief address at the class
gathering was by Victor H. Metcalf, sec¬
retary of the Department of Commerce
and Labor.
The influx of visitors for th© events of

commencement week, which set In strong
on Saturday, reached its height today, and
the expectations V.at Yale would gather
about her the largest body ot reunion
classes and alumni of other years In her
history were fulfilled.
Secretary Metcalf discussed "The Influ¬

ence of the Lawer Upon History." After¬
ward the award of honors in the law school
was announced: They included the fol¬
lowing: Betts prize, N. P. Sterne, Annis-
ton, Ala.; honors cum laude, John C. Du-
rey, Denver, Col., and Matt S. Walton,
Lexington, Ky. Norman Weil, Baltimore,
Md., and Donald A. McDonald. Soattle
Wash.
Honors in the second year class: George

S. Munson, Williamsport; George E. Parks
East Orange. N. J.; Robert H. Butterfleid!
DeWitt, Iowa; Charles H. Woods Carlin-
ville. 111.
First year honors: Nathaniel P. Sterne

Annlston. Ala.; Richard H. Hunt Hot
Springs, S. Dak.

NIGHT SESSIONS NOW.

House Will Sit Late to Clear Up
Work.

Speaker Cannon delivered a mild lecture
to the membership of the House today by
stating that in these closing days of the
present session, more business of vital Im¬
portance to the nation would be transacted
than In the three months previous, and it
was absolutely necessary that close atten¬
tion be given on the part of members to
the business in hand, which could not be
done unless order be observed.
By unanimous consent It was decided that

the House should sit tonight from 8 until
II o'clock to consider in com .vtee of the
whole the bill to simplify th.. w in rela¬
tion to the collection of revenues

.,Aft®ran agreement that lf the immigra¬
tion bill be not completed today it shall
not lose its privileged character because of
the understanding relating to the revenue

o
House agreed to recess from 6

until 8 o clock, when general debate will
be in order.

SUPERINTENDENT ENGINEER.

Mr. Ripley to Be in Charge of the
Construction of Lock.

Mr. Joseph W. Ripley, general superin¬
tendent of the Sault Ste. Marie locks has
been named by Chief Engineer John H.
Stevens of the isthmian canal commission
as special engineer for work in designing
and constructing locks on the Panama ca¬
nal. Mr. Ripley was summoned to Wash¬
ington immediately after the announcement
of the Indorsement of the lock canal by the
Senate. He had a long conference with
Mr. Stevens today and will accompany the
commission to Panama on Thursday, be¬
ginning work on designing locks imme¬
diately.
Mr. Ernest Howe of the United States

geological survey, has been appointed a
geological engineer for work on the canal
zone and will sail for Panama uJly 18
Chairman T. P. Shonts of the isthmian

canal commission, who is now in New York
will remain there until Thursday, when he
will sail with the commission for the canal

CONGRESS AND INSURANCE.

No Right to Regulate Business Outside
Washington.

Congress has no right to regulate insur¬
ance, according to the Senate committee on
the Judiciary. A report from that commit¬
tee was presented today to this effect by
Senator Spooner. The report was made on
a resolution Instructing the committee to
Inquire whether Congress ha6 such a right.
The report was very-brief, and ran as fol¬
lows:
"The committee on the Judiciary begs leave

to report that It is the unanimous opinion
of the committee that the Congress is with-
out authority under the Constitution to su¬
pervise and regulate the business of marine
,Ie.an? iif? '"furance, except in the Dis-
trlct of Columbia, the territories and the
insular possessions of the United States "

The committee promises to give its rea¬
sons at a later date. The report went to
the calendar.

SUNDRY CIVIL BILL.

Conferees Fail to Agree About New
Department Buildings.

Conferees on the sundry civil appropria¬
tion bill today agreed upon all points of dis¬
pute except the $3,000,000 appropriation for
If .0fflTe gliding for the Departments of
State, Justice and Commerce and Labor in
Washington, and $1,400,000 for the James¬
town ter-centennlal exposition.

Death of Col. Regan.
The War Department today was informed

that Col. James Regan, commanding the
9th United States Infantry In the Philip¬
pines, died this morning of necrosis of myo¬
cardium.

Fourth-Class Postmasters.
The appointments of tHe following fourth-

class postmasters were announced today
Maine.East Waterford, Henry O. Rolfe
Maryland.Rossvllle, Ida I. Sinclair

McAuley
°rk_N°rth Gre®I>wlch, Frank W.

Virginia.Burke, Mary E. Sangster.

Cabinet Personals.
Secretary Root Is going to Utlca tomor¬

row to attend a stated meeting of the trus¬
tees of Hamilton College, the last he will
be able to attend until his return to the
United States next fall from South Amer¬
ica.
Secretary Bonaparte has returned to

Washington from Buena Vista, Md.

Personal Mention.
Dr. W. H. Dobson, a Washington night

school boy, who built the Formar Memorial
Presbyterian Hospital at Yeung' Kong,
China, and has been at the head of it for
several years, is at home on a furlough for
a year. He arrived last Saturday and Is
with htm parents. Dr. aad Mrs. H. A. Doh-
son, 100 Uth street northeast.

0

Weather.
Fair tonight and Tuesday#

POSTMASTER^BARHES
Conferred Today With the Post¬

master General.

TO ASSUME OFFICE SUNDAY

Mr. Merritt to Settle His Accounts
Next Saturday.

"GOOD-BYE" TO HIS EMPLOYES

Statement of Growth of the Wor^
Reform in Methods and Thank*

for Loyal Assistance.

Benjamin F. Barnes, whose appointment
as the twenty-first postmaster of Wash¬
ington was confirmed by the Senate Sat"
urday afternoon, called on Postmaster Gen*
eTal Cortelyou this morning and had a
brief conference with him upon matters
pertaining to the local office. He also met
John A. Merritt, whose term as postmas¬
ter of this city will end June 30.
Mr. Barnes will assume his new duties

Sunday morning, July 1, which Is the first
day of the new fiscal year. The formal
transfer of the office will be made the
evening before. Mr. Merritt will account
for all moneys on hand to the auditor and
will take a receipt for the postal stock on
hand from Mr. Barnes. He will then bid
his successor Godspeed and the formalities
will be complete.
Mr. Merritt will leave Sunday morning for

Suspension Bridge. N. Y-. the port of
Niagara, there to assume the duties of col¬
lector of the port, to which position he
was appointed early in the spring. He ex¬
pects to be at his new post Monday morn¬
ing next.
The employee of the local post office will

be sorry to see Mr. Merritt leave. He has
been postmaster seven years and has made
a host of friends among all of his associ¬
ates. He has conducted the business of the
office with "an iron hand in a velvet glove"
and as a result affairs are said to be in
prime condition.
It will be exactly nine years and two

months next Saturday since Mr. Merritt
came to this city, and he has been a con¬
tinuous resident here ever sin-ce. He was
born in Tecumseli, Mich., "November 24,
1851, and remained In that place until he
was eight years of age, when he went to
Lockport, N. Y. In the latter place he re¬
ceived his education, and when be reached'
manhood he entered mercantile life. In 1880
he was admitted to practice before the New
York bar and later entered into a law part¬
nership with A. A. Brailey, which still ex¬
ists. He was twice elected clerk of Niagara
county and served as postmaster of Lock-
port- President McKinley appointed him
third assistant postmaster general in 1807,
which position he resigned June 30, 1H.<9, to
become postmaster of Washington. He Is
now secretary-treasurer of the New York
paper mills.

Mr. Merritt's Qood-Bye.
Mr. Merritt has issued the following:

"good-bye" to the employes of the local
office on the eve of his departure:
"In severing, as I am now ahout to do,

my connection with the Washington City
post office, to enter another branch of the
government service.the President having
recently appointed me collector of custom*
at Niagara Kails.I deem it appropriate to
say a few words of farewell.
"When I first assumed the duties of post¬

master of this city.nearly seven years ago
.it was as a comparative stranger. I was
acquainted with but few of the superintend¬
ents or other employes of the office, either
personally or officially, and consequently I
had perhaps but little right to expect any¬
thing more from them than a formal,
though respectful, reception. But in this
I was happily mistaken. On the very day
of my Installation I was given a welcome
so kind and hearty as to engender in me
the keenest sense of pleasure and grati¬
tude. and to give me the satisfying assur¬
ance that my lot had been cast among
friends, on whose loyalty and best assist¬
ance I might at all times confidently rely.
"As to this assurance, it gives me un¬

qualified gratification to say that I have
not "been disappointed. Throughout my term
of service. I have received repeated proofs
of the friendship of the men and women
of the office, characterized In many in-
stances by a harmonious and delightful
spirit of comradeship; and In my efforts
to build up the entire service of the of¬
fice, and to bring about the present state
of efficiency and thoroughness, of which I
am very proud, I have had from all, in an
official sense, such earnest. Intelligent, and
unwavering support as to relieve me of
much of the labor and responsibility of my
stewardship. I do not doubt that you all
share the belief with me that in the prompt¬
ness and accuracy of dispatch and delivery
of mail matter, and in the security given
to its custody, as well as in the handling of
registry, money order and special delivery
business, this office Is not excelled by any
other In the country. For this happy re¬
sult of your work I make now my
warmest acknowledgments; and it very
greatly lessens the sorrow I should natur¬
ally experience at the termination of our
long and agreeable association to know that
I leave things In such a satisfactory condi¬
tion that my successor need have no mis¬
givings as to what his connection with you
is to bring forth.

Advance in Work.
"In so thanking you, I might also, with¬

out egotism, point to the great advance
which the post office haa made In its tln&n*
cial operations during the period of our
joint labors.an advance which indicates
to some extent the progress of the city of
Washington itself, from whose people, I aih
pleas'd to add, I have continuously received
the most unmistakable hospitality and good
wiU i
"During the year ending March 81, 1899,

preceding my appointment as postmaster,
the gross postal receipts of the office, elimi¬
nating business connected with the affairs
of Porto Rico, amounted to $634,452.23; and
the expenditures to $568,508.10; giving a sur¬
plus of receipts of $75,944.13.
"During the year ending March 81, 1906,

practically the ending of my incumbency,
the gross receipts amounted to $1,102,745.46;
and the expenditures to $818,036.40; giving
a surplus of receipt* of $284,109.06.
"In other words, the outcome of my last

year of service shows 74 per cent more
gross Income than that of the year preced¬
ing my appointment, while the net revenue
has increased 274 per cent. In all this
time, too, the expenditure has advanced
only 46 per cent. It adds muoh, moreover,
to the credltableness of this showing to say
that while three-fourths of the postal busi¬
ness of the office represents official mall
matter, which brings in no revenue, we
have been able continuously to pay our ex¬
penses out of our receipts, and are now
turning Into the treasury a surplus of over
a quarter of a million dollars a year.
"The number of paid registrations for the

year ending June SO, 1899, was 87.032, as

against 224,562 for the year ending Marcn
31, 1906, or an Increase of 156 per cent.a
remarkable showing when considered in
connection with the steadily lncreaslitg.
mass of official matter (amounting to 75 (
per cent of the total registrations), whMa
includes all the postage stamps used
throughout the country, the Internal reve¬
nue stamps and other valuable treasury
securities.

___"In the money order branch ef tbe *erv-


