
OPPOSES CHAN6E IN LAW
'

________
.

BOARD OF TRADE SUBCOMMIT¬
TEE ON SCHOOL QUESTION.

Inexpedient to Make Any Change.
Vacancy in Supervising Princi-

pal8hip.-Promotions of Pupils.

"After investigation and careful con¬
sideration it is the opinion of the sub¬
committee on school administration that
it Is inexpedient to make any change in
the law or In the administration of the
schools at the present time, and it recom¬
mends that a resolution to this effect be
passed by the Board of Trade and fent to
the District committee of the Senate and
House of Representatives."
The adoption of a resolution couched in

this emphatic language was the net re¬
sult of an important meeting last night
of the subcommittee on schools of the
Board of Trade, held in the board rooms

in The Star building. Judge Charles S.
Bundy presided, and there were present
the following: members of the subcommit¬
tee: William H. Baldwin. Arthur T.
Ramsay. Mrs. I. <J. Myers. B. F. Barnes.
E. H. Daniel and Perry S. Foster. The
< ommittee had before it a complete ab¬
stract of the testimony offered at the re¬
cent trial of Supt. Chancellor, and the
whole public school question was thor¬
oughly discussed before the resolution was
drafted and adopted.
Besides accepting the resolutions in the

form prepared, it was the sense of tlie
meeting that "quiet, and plenty of it."
¦w*fi the thing now most needed by the
local schools. Members of the commit¬
tee unhesitatingly expressed their belief
In the desire of the board of education to
work to the best interest of the whole
community. And it refrained altogether
from entering into formal consideration
of the abstract phases of the problem
Incident to the placing of the appointing
power In the justices of the Supreme
Court of the District. The Chancellor
case was treated as a matter of history.

Filling a Vacancy.
A. T. Stuart, superintendent of public

schools, stated today in answer to an in¬
quiry that an examination would prob¬
ably be held within a short time to deter¬
mine who is to be appointed supervising
principal of the twelfth division, a posi¬
tion which has been vacant sino*e the dis¬
missal of F. L. Cardozo several months
ago.
Soon after the place became vacant

Pr. William E. Chancellor, then superin¬
tendent. ordered an examination, and
there were several candidates. When
the results of that test were reported
to the board a member stated that there
were rumors that the examination was
unfair to some of the candidates, and
asked for an investigation. That was
conducted by Dr. Chancellor, and the re¬
port made by him denied the reports of
unfairness. The candidate with the
highest standing in that examination de¬
clined to accept the position when it
waj» tendered, and the result has been
that no supervisor has been appointed
in the succeeding months.

It is known that several of the candi¬
dates feel disgruntled over their markings
in that examination and the fairness of it
is still questioned, despite the report to
the contrary. On account of these re¬

ports and the fact that the ".esults of
the examination depend much on the
markings of the deposed superintend¬
ent., in whom the board, by its verdict
after the triaJ. declared it had lost its
confidence, there is a feeling in school
circles that the results of the former
examination, should not be made the
basis for the appointment of a super¬
visor.

Discussion of the Issue.
When asked about the matter. Supt.

Stuart declared that he expected to
take the matter up with the examin¬
ing: board as soon as possible, and
that a new examination is probable.
When the attention of Capt- J. F.

Oyster, president of the board of edu¬
cation. was called today to an article
in a morning paper, quoting Mr. D. D.
Bowen in criticisms of the board and
of Capt. Oyster for the attitude they
took toward Dr. Chancellor in the re¬
cent controversy, the president replied:
"I present my compliments to Mr.

Bowen. express regret In failing to
have his acquaintance, and add that I
believe if Mr. Bowen had studied the
situation closely he would nut talk
that way."
\ Asst. Supt. P. M. Hughes has an¬
nounced that the system of semi-an¬
nual promotions in the public schools
will be continued this year, and that
the mid-year readjustment of pupils
will occur early in February. Contin¬
uing. the announcement says:
"Pupils whose work has been satis¬

factory during the past half year will,
at the beginning of February, be pro¬
moted to the next higher half >ear of
work. Those whose work has not been
satisfactory during the half just end¬
ing will be required to repeat that
work, and will not be promoted until
September next.

Not Necessarily a Transfer.
"Only in necessary cases will the pro¬

motions above noted mean transfers to
other teachers. The great majority of the
pupils will continue the year under the
Vachers whom they have had since Sep¬
tember last.
* "Pupils in the kindergartens who. in

the judgments of their teachers, are ready
to go into the work of the first grade
will be promoted in February. All chil¬
dren of the age of six years not now en¬
rolled in school, and others whose parents
may Intend to enter them before the end
of the present school year, should be en¬
tered at the beginning of the second half
year, the first week in February. In this
way classes can be organized uniformly,
and pupils will find their work evenly de¬
veloped.
"Parents desiring to enter their chil¬

dren In the graded schools are requested
to call upon the principal of the nearest
school. who will issue tickets of admis¬
sion."

EVANS ORDERS THREE TRIALS.

Three Staff Officers to Be Court-
Martialed.

1'noffieial information has reached the
Navy Department that Rear Admiral
Evans, commanding the Atlantic fleet,
has ordered the trial by court-martial of
three staff officers of the fleet. The news |
caused not a little comment among the
officials today, in view of the recent lining
up of the factions on the controversy
growing out of the assignment of a sur-
goon to command the hospital ship Relief
Admiral Rvans has the jmwer. under the
naval regulations, to ord^r a general
court-martial to try an offending officer
and to pass finally on the court's findings,
except where that may he a recom¬
mendation for dismissal or the imposition
of the death penalty, in both of wh'ch
cases they have to be finally acted on by
the chief executive. It is expected that
the admiral will make a report of the
cases by mail. He has not vet made anytelegraphic report of his action

It is understood that Surgeon I. H.
Schwerin. attached to the torpedo flotilla,
is one of the officers to lv» court-martialed.
The alleged charge against him is that
lie disobeyed an order to attend a sick
man on one of the torpedo boats at San
Juan.

Arrest of Promoter French.
SAN FRANCISCO. January 14.Charles

W. French, promoter and incorporator ot
the Pacific Steel Company. launch -d
about two years ago with an alleged capi¬
talization of J100,00f>,<KHi. was placed in
prison Saturday, charged with obtaining
money under false pretenses.

French Aeronaut Wins Prize.
PARIS. January 14. . Henry Farnian.

the French aeronaut, yesterday won thei
Deutsche-Archdeacon prize of £10,000, by
making a circular kilometer in an airship
heavier than air. The successful flight
was made In the presenec of an official
cor:mittee of the Aero Cluffi The time
was 1 minute and 118 sc-conds. ,

BRIDE TOO WELL PRESERVED
UNCOMFORTABLE PREDICA¬

MENT OF YOUNG GROOM.

Trying to Prove Now That the Mar¬

riage Was a Cace of "Mis¬
taken Identity.*'

Special Cablegram to The Star.
_

PARIS. January 14..After sad ex¬

periences in his youth, a provincial
official determined to contract a mar¬

riage, in which fie would have naught
to fear in h!s riper years from the
frivolity of a young bride. But now he is
suing liis bride. Not that she is of un¬

safe age. Qn tlie contrary, his grievance
is that her age is only too safe. He
wanted a mature bride, but had not bar¬
gained for an excess of maturity. When
he first met her. three years ago, it was

in her drawing room at tea time, by the
mellow light of shaded lamps, and w!yn
she mentioned that she was thirty-nine it
sounded plausible. He was then thirty-
three. and the difference in ag^s was not
too great to br- got over. Six weeks later
he led his blushing bride'to the altar,
and. two minutes before saying the fatal
word, discovered her to have been born
in 185S. She was forty-six instead of
thirty-nine, and the revelation was a
shock. Still, he said yea,

* as it seemed
too late to back out," and she became his
wife. He made other discoveries. Cred¬
itors poured in. and records of his wife's
past came to his knowledge. He had not
expected that at forty-six she had 110
past, but she appeared to have more of a
past than he was prepared for.

Can He Get FreeP
Three convictions were proved against

her, and she had been famous in the
demi-monde for ten years. One day his
brother-in-law said thoughtlessly before
him: "Our mother, who died in 1856."'!
This was a fresh blow. How could his
wife have been born"*in 1858 if lier mother
died in lSr*>? She confessed then that
her birtii dated back to 184S. She was ten
yeara older than he thought when
he marriedried her and seventeen years
older than she told him when he "pro¬
posed to her. He wondered how much
older she might not become if he went on
making discoveries; and brought this ac¬
tion. He petitions for the annulment of
the marriage on the ground of "mistaken
identity." The wife rejoins that he knew]
very well what he was doing when he
married her. "I den't care if she is
eighty, I will marry her. I want the
money," lie told a third party, according
to one witness. Besides, he said many
Parisians were still charmed by stars of
sixty. A member of- parliament, who
signed the register at 4he wedding, said
that if the bridegroom did not guess his
bride's age lie was the only one who did
not. Maitre Demange argues that decep¬
tion in age. even if proved, could not
amount to a substitution of persons, and
that the suit must fail. The woman was
the same woman, even though she turned
out to be sixty, instead of just over forty,
as plaintiff pretended he believed her.
Under the circumstances the question is
whether the woman is or is not the same
in the eyes of the law whom the plaintiff
meant to marry? It is a nice point for
the courts to decide. .

SUICIDE OF (JUEI-WAEI.
Mute Protest Against the Chinese

Registration Act.
Special Cablegram to The Star.
CAPETOWN, January. If..Quei-Waei,

a Chinese servant in the employ of Dr.
Sutherland of 20 Derby road, Bertrams,
Johannesburg, who committed suicide re¬

cently because he had registered under the
new Asiatic act. was buried at the expense
of the Transvaal Chinese Association and
was accorded an imposing funeral by his
gratified compatriots. That they were

gratified was readily admitted'by some of
the mourners, not because of the death of
a countryman, for lie was admittedly very
popular among them, but because they
felt that the Chinese community hq^ been
rehabilitated by his generous act of self-
sacrifice. Quei-Waei was one of two
Chinamen who registered at Johannes¬
burg. As a matter of fact he had 110 legal
right to be in the Transvaal at all, and he
applied for registration in tlie hope that
by this means he would be allowed to re¬
main. He had received a receipt showing
that he had applied for registration, and
he fondly hoped that this was his final
certificate. When he discovered, however,
that the document was only a receipt of
application and that his application had
still to be considered by tli/; registrar of
Asiatics he appears to have come to the
conclusion that lie had been duped, and
that by applying for registration he had,
in Asiatic parlance. "Jost face." This was
borne In upon him by the assurance of
his compatriots that he would inevitably
be sent back to China, and that as soon
as he arrived there he would lose his
head S«. in order to "save his face," he
hanged himself. Thus of the two China-
men who have registered one has gone
away from the district and the other has
committed suicide, which the Chinese de¬
scribe as "velly good Indeed."

Utilizing Old Graveyards.
Special Cablegram to The Star.
CAPE TOWN, January 14...Cap" Town

is bys,>- wiMi the dlgglng-up of bones and
the leveling of tombs in order that the
old burial grounds of the city may be
given over to the builder and the land¬
scape gardener. By the disused ceme¬
teries appropriation act of last year par¬
liament decreed that all religious bodies
owning old burial places should arrange
for their use for religious, charitable or

educational purposes, or for open spaces
or gardens, and gave them a year in
which to do it. At the same time the
legislature forbade as sacrilege the play¬
ing of games or sports on ground Wihich
had once been consecrated. Several of
the churches are taking advantage of the
opportunity given them, and have already
begun to remove their dead. The Dutch
Reformed Church, which has perhaps
more land than any otiher. had decided to
utilize it for the building for a parsonage.
Th® Church of England is going to erect
a place of worship, and the Roman Cath¬
olics intend to construct a Salesian insti¬
tute for destitute boys. The Presbyterian,
Lutheran and Congregational churches!
however, are unlikely to take up their
ground within the allotted time, and it
wilt probably be laid out by the govern¬
ment or municipality as public parks.

Ghost Gave Her Warning.
Special Cablejrram to The Star.

DUBLIN. January 14..From Mullingar,
County Westmeath, comes a strange
story. A woman named Mary Devanny
dreamed that she saw her mother enter

her bedroom covered with blood and bid
her arise and search after her body, as

she was lying dead and unburied. The
daughter proceeded as quickly as possible
to her "mother's house, where she was

told that her mother had been away
visiting for som? days. Inquiry was

made, and it was then discovered that
her mother had never reached her desti-
nation. the house of her own mother,
who was lying ill. The police were at
once informed, and a strict search was
made, with the result that the woman
w-iH found lying dead In a ditch. Mary
Devanny states that she was asleep when
the spirit appeared to her. and on her
;i wakening she found herself on the floor.
The night on which her mother disap¬
peared was dark, and she must have
stumbled into a ditch and been drowned
No uneaslm ss had been felt at her ab-
semv. as she had announced her inten¬
tion of remaining away a few days.

Incendiary Fires Michigan Town.
THREE RIVERS, Mich.. January 14._

About half the business section of the vil¬
lage of Fulton was destroyed by a fire
supposedly of incendiary origin. Sunday.
BALTIMORE. January 14. . Dr. Henry

J. Hebb or Baltimore county, for many-
years a recosrnlzed leader of the demo-
oratic Dartv in the 2d district, died at
his home In R&ndallstowji, after an ill-

| nesa of many months.
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Women's $35.00 Chiffon Broadcloth Suits Reduced to
big lot of fashionableWomen's Suits are slated for immediate clearance For tomorrow's sale we've grouped in this offering a

suits and marked them at a figure that will send them out a-flying.
The lot embraces Fine Quality Chiffon Broadcloth Suits, with long tight-fitting coat. 45 inches long, tight-fitting front and back.

Coat shaped collar of inlaid velvet and small coat lapels, buttoned closely to the waist; slight cutaway effect. Back seams trimmed j-
down with cloth-tailored straps. Plain coat sleeves. Handsome 9-gore skirt, made with correct wide flare. In correct shades of navy-

blue, plum, green, brown and black.
Actual $35.00 values reduced to $14.50.

$14.50
(.)

*¦
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9x12 Foot Room Size fT PAYS TO DEAL AT GOLDEXBERG'S.

Tapestry Brussels
Rings, $112.98.
So9d Regularity at $1SS.00.

Here's an exceptional value for tomorrow in
large room-size Rugs.at a saving of 33>j.

They are the well-known Alexander Smith's
make of 10-wlre Tapestry Brussels Rusts, in floral, meda'-
lion anil oricnial designs. Colorings of red. green, blue,
tan. rose and brown.

Not "seconds" or mismatched patterns.but strictly per¬
fect quality rugs, such as arc sold in all stores at
23 of t'lem in tomorrow's special sale at $12.1)8.

$

"THE DEPENDABLE STORE."

SEVENTH AND K STREETS.

WASH DAY OUTPUT,
o0ncaD^te;.$'i8:$L69For Wednesday's special sale we have pre¬

pared 200 of these "Wash-day"' Outfits, consist¬
ing of the following needed articles:

Reg. Prt<-»
One <.'o;>^er-bottom Wash Boiler 91.25
One l arge Zinc Wash Bourd :;<V
50 feet of Galvanix d Clo'hes l.ine <..,15 .

Fifty Best Quality Clothes Fins £..
One Galvanized Iron Wftsh Tub SO
Three Cakes of Ol ine Soap -. IV
Three packages of Gold Dust I V

Total value '.,vi
Each out tit, conmlete. for Sl.'St. Only one outfit to ea« h

buyer. None sent C. O. D. No mail orders ^lled.

.
Overstock of Bod

Comforts at Half Regular PrfceSo
We secured from one of the largest bedwear mills in the country a lot of about 40 dozen Bed

Comforts.comprising the surplus lots and odds and £nds cleaned up at the end of the season.
The offerings are of the timeliest sort.for cold weather i$ here in earnest now.and additional

bedwear is required in a great many households. Wherever such a need exists these splendid econo¬
mies will be received with a glad welcome. The savings average about one-half regular cost.which
means that you can buy at less than usual wholesale prices.

Lot Two.15 dozen Full Double-bed-size
Comforts, covered with good^quality silkoline, figured both

79c

CLEARANCE SALE OF
WOMEN'S COATS,

(Q)S Lines Sold Up
to Fifteen Dollars.

Lot One.25 dozen Large-size Comforts for
double beds; sizes 72x80 and 72x<S4: filled with soft white
cotton laid on in sheets and covered with best quality silk¬
oline and figured cambric, in light and
dark colorings; rich floral and Persian de¬
signs; both scroll stitched and tufted
kinds. Regular 12.30 and $3.00 grades for. $11.48

sides, in light and dark colorings; filled
with soft white cotton; all are scroll
stitched quilted. Not a single comfort in
the lot worth under $1.50. Sale price

\\ ith all the cold weather yet ahead, in which to enjoy the
comfort and warmth of a new coat, the present opportunity should
appeal to every woman who has a new coat to buy.

Choice is offered of Women's Stylish Coats of broadcloth ker¬
seys, satin-finished kerseys and chcviots. in several nobby models,
including hip-length garments, long paletots, loose-fitting tourist
styles and semi-fitting garments.

Richly tailored and trimmed with black diamond silk braid.
Plain garments bound -witji military braid, and others designed
with braid and kimono sleeve effects, and still others with plain
coat sleeve.

-v*:
<.
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EMBROIDERIES & LACES.
Several underpricc groups of Embroideries and

Laces selected at random from the special purchases
m<tde for the January sale of white goods. Crisp, new
goods, in beautiful designs for spring and summer
home sewing.

Cornet Corer Embroideries. 18
inches wide, of fine quality cam¬
bric and nainsook. Three special
lots at .

25c- 39° and 49c a yard.
Swiss Peml-flouDcinrs. 18 to 27

inches wide. In a wide ranje of
new designs. Special lots at

25c, 39c- 50c> 75c and
98c yard.

New Shirt-waist F.mbroidrry
Fronting. in open nnd blind work
filet patterns. Enough for a
front at

179?'

Swiss All-orcr Kinbroidery. 18
Inches wide. In handsome open¬
work designs. Regular 39c Talue

19c a yard.
Brussels Dress Nets, two yards

wide. In white and butter color,
ltegular 59c Talue at

39c yard.
Brussels Dress Nets, li white,

lintter. furHo and ecru eolor. Pull
two yards wide. Usual 75c qual¬
ity at

59c yard*-
Figured Filet Dress Nets. 3®

inched wide. In white and Arafee
color. Usual 09c Quality at

44c a yard.

% Women's Wool Underwear, 39c.
I Worth as High as $1.25.
% Choice is offered of Shirts and Drawers in flat and
£ ribbed, of all wool, part wool and fleeced. White and
a gray.
$ Qualities sold as high as $1.25, offered tomorrow

for 39c.
Women's Cotton Fleeced

Union Suits, high neck and
long sleeves; an- .^/TK -

kle length pants. Spe-
cial at

¥ Children's lleavy-woiglit Knit
X Cnderwalsts. made with double

row of buttons and strapped
seams; sizes to fit
boys and girls of all W irt, _
ages. Regular price. ]| UU&T
10c. u

Women's Fleece Lined Shirts,
high neck and long sleeves;
good elastic quality and per¬
fect form fitting. «
Special tomorrow J
Children's Pari Wool Union

Suits, in gray only; all sizes;
quality sold regular-
ly at $1.00. Tomorrow

First floor. Knit Underwear Dept.

HOUSEKEEPERS' LIST.
Our Basement Housefurnisbtags Store is the cen¬

ter of economy. The Home Needs of every sort are

provided in greatest variety and at prices that never

fail to impress every visitor with the advantages of
buying here. Tomorrow's list points the way to un¬
usual saving.

Midweek Specials in |
SHEETS AND DOMESTICS. 1

Curtain Stretchers with nick¬
eled pins. 8x12 foot size.
center brace; worth 59c^8c. for...................

Gold Dust Washing
Powder; regular price. 7/.
5c package...
Extra Quality 8teel Christy

Knife Sets, three knives; J
regularly 19c, for

Highly Decorated Terra Cot-
ta Jardinieres and Cus¬
pidors; regularly 15c, 10c1O-.......................

Blue Naptha l^aundry
Soap;, regular price, 5c.
Now

Heavy Tin Japanned Bread
Boxes; medium size,
well made; worth 49c, 29c11 for
Galvanized Iron Nesco Dust-

less Ash fillfters, will fit bar¬
rel or can; with flQr
cover; for

The famous "G-5-4" Stove
Polish, has a lasting
hister; regularly 25c, J
Sheet Steel Oyster Fryers

with separate drain S ©£baskets; worth 29c. lor.. ®

Crystal Glass Cake Stands,
in new design; worth
39c. for
Regrula- Size Heavy, Steel

Furnace Shovels: extra strong¬
ly made; worth 75c.

Galvanized Wire Clothes
Lines. 50-foot lengths; *75/ **

worth 10c. for J

Heavy Galvanised Iron Ash
Cans, regulation size, 98c

Cover. 25c extra.
5-ft. Hardwood Selected

Lumber Step Ladders, with
shelf attachment; worth
75c fo-.
Lindsay Mantle Gas Lights;

complete with brass
burner: regularly 75c,

."VOxDO Bleached Sheets: full
size for single beds; hand-torn
and ironed; finished with 3-
Inch hem: made of close-woven
undressed cotton. j n

Regular price, 59c. 41£5£Tomorrow for...
42x38% Linen-finish Pillow

Cases: regular size; hand torn
and ironed.not cut; finished
with deep hem; made «¦ ?
of heavy linen-finish II (T>£cotton. Tomorrow at.. *

Unbleached Canton Flannel;
a heavy fleeced quality for
infants' -wear. So'd
regularly at 9c a
yard. Tomorrow
at.....................
30-inch Longcloth: a superior

soft finish ouality for making
women's and children's under¬
garments. Sold regularly at
15c a yard. Bpe- .

clal for one day
at.................

6^4c
a superior
or making
»n'« under-

regularly at

1034c *
?

Women's Flannelette Garments.
| -Warm- garments needed now and offered at low¬

ered prices for one day. Third noor.
Special lot of Women's

Heavy Quality Flannelette
Short Skirts, in pink and blue
stripes; with ruffles. ««pOfTered for one day
at

Women's Heavy Quality v
Flannelette Night downs, in
pink and blue stripes: mads ¥
with turnover collar A Z T
and cuffs: ail sizes. \

±59c value for..
*1

. Underprice UNDERMUSLINS.
Women's Muslin Drawers,

made with deep ruffles, tucks
and lace trimming; also Short
Skirts, with tucks and ruffles,
and ly>w-neck Corset Covers,
trimmed with rib- g.

t bons, lace and inser-
tion. Tomorrow at.:..

Women's Good Quality Mus¬
lin Nightgowns, made with
yoke of cluster tucks, cambric
ruffle around neck and sleeves;
all sizes; high and V
neck: extra long and
full cut. Tomorrow

j REGULAR 65c TAFFETA
j PANAMA AT 39c Y<ird.
j The extreme desirability of Panama for women's
| tailored suits and skirts, and the incentive to save so

largely, should bring a great number of buyers here $
tomorrow after this bargain. . X

It is a superior close-woven Taffeta Panama, 44 a
inches wide, in black, navy blue, garnet, wine, tan and X
gray. . .j.

Actual 65c value tomorrow at 39c a yard. *{*

ENGLISH IN GERMANY
STUDY OF THE LANGUAGE IN

THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Special CaMejTam to Tfce Star.
'

BERLIN'. January 1-f..In an imperial
edic t of the year 1000 the German emperor
wrote: "I lay particular value on the
increase of consideration for the English
language in the gymnasia, owing to the
great importance which now attaches to

a knowledge of that language. For this
reason instruction in English is to be per¬
mitted, where desired, in place of Greek,
atid in the three, upper classes of tlje
gymnasia, wherever local conditions point
to the desirability of the course English Is
to be made a compulsory siuject instead

of French, the "latter remaining optional."
It has taken seven years to persuade

the educational authorities of Berlin that
tiie kaiser's edict was inclusive, not ex¬

clusive, and that the capital was pre¬
cisely one of the places where "local
conditions pointed to the desirability of
such a course." The magistrate of Berlin
has now given his permission to the di¬
rector of the Frledrich Gymnasia to make
English compulsory from the upper se-

cunda onward. Thus in one at least
of the Berlin public schools the kaiser's
edict is being carried out. As a matter
of fact Berlin is almost the last of the
great German towns to Introduce compul¬
sory English. Cologne, for example, took
the same step two years ago, and in the
province of Hanover both English and
French have been compulsory for many
years.

Spread of the Study.
Finally, in November last, the new

minister of education for Prussia issued
>a circular, of which the following Is a

part of the text: "In consideration of the
importance which attached to the knowl¬
edge of English from the literary, com¬

mercial and political points of view, it is
desirable that scholars of the public gym¬
nasia should, at the conclusion of their
school course, be at least so far acquaint¬
ed with the language as is necessary for
the intelligent reading of English books
and further self-education in the lan¬
guage." The circular Instructs the pro¬
vincial school administration to call -At¬

tention to the edict of 1001. whereby, in¬
stead of three compulsory hours in
French, two compulsAry hours in Eng¬
lish mav be substituted, with the third
hour optional. The minister asks for
an official report from all centers as to
the result of the efforts of the adminis¬
tration to encourage the study of English
in ths gymnasia.

Not Love of England.
The result of this sudden enthusiasm

for English is, of course, a vigorous dis¬

cussion in the press as to the comparative
merits of French and English as com¬

pulsory subjects. Dr. Engel expresses
particularly violent views as to the use-

lessness of French, claiming that neither
in business nor In literature, nor even for
pleasure, least of all for politics, is Frenckl
to be compared in importance with Eng¬
lish. All this is doubtless very flatter¬
ing to England, but it had better be said
at once that the political suggestions
which form the conclusion of almost all
the articles now appearfhg on the subject
in the German press are fallacious. The
fact that there Is such an immense en¬
thusiasm Just now tor ttae compulsory

study of English does not mean that Ger¬
many Is struck with a sudden and vio¬
lent admiration for everything English,
but that the educational authorities have
at last given expression to a fact of
which commercial Germans, whether in
Germany or Austria, have been keenly
alive for years.namely, t»iat to combat
English enterprise successfully It Is most
important to be acquainted with the Eng¬
lish language.

Tutor's Hard Duties.
Any Englishman with sufficient ex¬

perience of the continent to know some¬
thing of the lives of English men and
women resident abroad must have been
struck by the enormous numbers of his
fellsw-countrymen and women who pick
up a hard living by teaching English In
conversational lessons, often at a wage
which is doubtfully sufficient to provide
the barest necessaries of life, and for a
length of time per day which would
Justly involve the Interference of parlia¬
ment in almost any other profession. It
is. however, a matter of fact that young
business men and women on the conti¬
nent are of opinion that no school teach¬
ing that can be provided Is so useful or
so certain as this conversational method,
which could be secured at one time in
Vienna or Berlin at an average price in
bad cases of about 8 cents an hour. The
new order is regarded as the precursor to
the Introduction of Englirh as an obli¬
gatory study throughout the entire Ger-
rom school system.

Locked Out of Jail.
From the Cleveland Plain Dealer.
In a certain county jail of'Georgia there

was once an old chap named Mose Selby,
supervisor of the Institution, who housed
and fed the convicts ro well that they
were greatly attached to him. He could
actually allow them to go about at will.
Ho was accustomed to hire them out to
the farmers in the neighborhood during
the harveft season, and In that way turn
an honest penny for the taxpayers.
Early one morning one of the prisoners

appeared at the office of a lawyer in the
place.
"Young man," asked he, "are you an

attorney?"'
"I am." was the reply.
"I want you to get me out of jail on a

writ of habeas corpus, and 1 want it right
away."
"Hold on, my friend." said the lawyer.

"We must have some reason to show the
court before we can ask for a writ."
"I have reason enough," said the man.

"The cruelty of the keeper makes life
there unbearable."
"Nonsense!" exclaimed the lawyer.

"There was never a kinder keeper In the
world than Mose Selby."
"Judge for yourself," the prisoner In¬

sisted. "Yesterday I was forking out at
Mr. Walker's, and we had a big lot of
hay to get in, for the sky was full of
rain clouds. 80 when the jail horn blew
for bedtime I stayed and helped get the
hay under cover.
"It was after dark whin I got back,

and would you believe It. sir, tnat hard¬
hearted keeper had locked me out. I had
to sleep out of doors, and caught rheu¬
matism in my bones. It settled thi. gs In
my mind. I'll not stay another night
under the roof of a man who'll treat me
like that. So, Mr. Lawyer. I want j-ou to
get me out before sundown, if you
please."

Brainless Golf.
From Golfing.

I am by no means sure that the brain
helps the {came of the average golfer. On
the contrary. I am disposed to think that
the golfer of mediocre ability will play
a better game without brains than with

them., ... ...

"MUSHROOMING"!
AN EXHILARATING COUNTRY
PLEASURE ON A CLEAR DAT.

from tbe London Glob*.
There are few country pleasures more

exhilarating than mushrooming on a typ-
leal September day. when there is a soft
blue autumnal sky overhead, a blaze of
ripening sunshine, and delicious breezes
wafted up from the southwest. The quest
for mushrooms, wherever it be under¬
taken. fa alwavs full of mild excitement.
It has auite a charm and fascination of
Its own. It la a little like angling or
shooting, for you never know when you
will happen on a prize. Even as you
often wait patiently to catch your fish, or
trudice over much stubble or through tur¬
nips to flush your covey of partridges, so
hAve you to exercise due patience some¬
times before you sight the glistening
white flaps you are in search of. How
eagerly you pounce down upon the first
specimens, discarding nothing, not even
the smallest of "buttons." Presently,
however, you cool- down a little and ue-
come more fastidious, selecting only the
flne6t mushrooms, for you feel certain
that your bag or basket will be well filled.
You pass from field to field to the pas¬
tures where the grass is short and crisp,
where the true meadow mushroom (Agar-
icus campestris) Is to be (found, on to the
ranker grass where there are the great
white glistening flaps of the ketchup or
horse variety.
Of all places where qpfehrooms arc to

be gathered, commend jus to the breezy
downs, or pastures, near the sea. The
high downs are covered with edible fungi,
fftr not onlv is the meadow mushroom in
gfeat abundance, but the fairy-ring
champignons are most prolific. There are
great circular patches of them.some
freah. with creamy gills, others a day or
two old, of a rich brown color.

THE OCEAN SPEEDERS.

Development in Fighting and Mer¬
chant Shipping Since 1888.

From the Ii>ndon Exrr^M.
There is a curious contrast between the

way in which developments in fighting
and merchant shipping are received by
the average man. Every new battleship
or cruiser design is regularly heralded as
the "last word." beyond which the wit of
man can no further go. Even eminent
naval officers and architects declared tnat
the Nile, built in 1888. marked the climax
of battleship development, while the ad¬
vent of the Drake In 1001 was very widely
held to write "finis" to the armored
cruiser. Yet we have advanced from the
12.000 tons of the Nile to 18,000 in the
Dreadnought, and from the 14.100 of the
Drake to 17.230 in the Inflexible; and
considering the energy with which im¬
provements are being sought both at
home and abroad he would be a rash man
who would say that the highest possible
point in size and power has been reached
even In* these leviathan*.
With merchant ships and passenger

liners the case is different, though why
it should be no one can tell. Successive
Atlantic record breakers have never In¬
spired this belief. They, are recognized,
as aH creations of science should be,
merely as steps in a progress of which no

man can s?e the end.to which, maybe,
there no end.and the twenty-five knots
of the Mauretania and Lusitania are no
more regarded as the ne plus ultra of
transatlantic speed than is the ..ulll
Secundus of aerial navigation.
What for many years must remain the

goal of marine architects was laid down
more than twenty years ago by one of
the most prominent ship designers of the
dav. Sir William Pearce had just de¬
signed the Umbrla and Etruria. which
shattered all previous records by crossing
the Atlantic at an average speed of nine¬
teen knots, and in an address delivered
shortly after to one of the learned socle-
ties of Glasgow he declared that he was
ready, then and there, to produce a vessel
which would accomplish the voyage at a
speed of forty knots. If this could be
done It would reduce the Lusltanla's time
by 50 per cent.

It is not surprising that Sir William
Pearce's statement was received with a

good deal of skepticism. Even in these
davs the realization of such a feat seems
sufficiently far off. and In 1885 twin
screws were only just coming into promi¬
nence, while the turbine, for marine pur¬
poses. at all events, was unknown. The
difficulties to be overcome were, there¬
fore. tremendous, and in order to com¬
bine the requisite horse power with a

capacity for paying Its way as an ordi¬
nary cargo and passenger ship, it would,
said Sir William, be necessary to give the
vessel a length of 1.300 feet and a beam of
150 feet.lust about twice the dimensions
of the L.usitania. The cost of such a ship
would have been fabulous.

COL. CLEM S COMMISSION.

How He Happened Net to Be a

West Pointer.
From the San Francisco Call.
Col. John 1j. Clem, assistant quarter¬

master general, the "Drummer Boy of
Shiloh." was amonjj the officers who suc¬

cessfully nassed Roosevelt's fifteen-mile
test of horsemanship at the Presidio last
week. 'Col. Clem does not owe Ills eques¬
trian skill to West Point instruction, of
which so many officers boast, and the j
reason why he is not a West Pointer is
worth relatlitg. In the early part of
Grant's first term Clem obtained an au-
dipnce with the President.
"Mr. President." he opened the Inter¬

view. "I wish to ask you for an order to
admit me to West Point."
"Why do vou not take the examina-

tions?" questioned Grant.
"I did. but I failed to pass."
"That was unfortunate. How did It

happen?"
"Why. you see. I was in the war while

those other boys of my age were in
school."
Clem was barely eighteen then, and boy¬

ish looking even for his years. He had
made his own way to the President, and
had noj>olltical sponsors to back him.
"What!" exclaimed the President,

"you were in the warf'
"Yes. I was In the war four years,"

and Clem related his experiences.
Grant wrote something which he handed

to the young applicant, saying:
"Take this to the Secretary of War. I

guess ft will fix you all right."
Clem went back to the Secretary of

War. who had before received him 90
coldly as to discourage any one not en¬
dowed with unusual grit, and delivered
his note.
The Secretary read It and asked:
.'Do yoij know what this Is?"
"No." replied Clem. "I suppose it an

order to admit me to West Point."
"Well, it isn't; it's an order to com¬

mission you second lieutenant in the reg¬
ular artny."

PBOBLEMS FOE CHINA
EIGHT IMPORTANT QUESTIONS

AWAITING ADJUSTMENT.

PEKING. January 14. . TIip Chinese
government lias been persuaded to «1gn
the projects for the Tientsln-Chinkianf
and the Che-Kiang railroad loan, and It
Is anxious that th^y go through while
the agitation in these provinces which
attended the "rights recovery" movement
is in temporary abeyance.
The recent edicts from the throne

against agitation have not had a con¬
clusive effect. but they have brought
about a change for the better in the tone
of the comment appearing in the native
press. Certain members of the govern¬
ment are doubtful of the'ultimate out¬
come of the measures adopted by the
throne; they resent some of them, and
they are not convinced of the sincerity
of the government in extending the rg-..
pressive measures to the provinces.
There is even talk today among some

high officials that in any other country
would be considered as presaging a revo¬
lution.
China has at present eight important

questions on her hands aside from her
negotiations with Great Britain and
Japan. Four of these matters sfrioubly
threaten her sovereignty. According to
some observers here the government
appears to be growing weaker, but this
evidently is due to the fact that her
contentions with the powers and her
internal difficulties have come upon her
at" one and the same time, and that she
has failed to make use of the abilities
of Yuan Shal-Kai, who complains that
his hands are tied and powerless.

Warnings to Peking.
Indo-China has repeatedly s^nt warn¬

ings to Peking of the dangers attending
the revolutionary movement on the Ton¬
kin border, where the course puiwued by
the rebels has provoked troops from Ton¬
kin, which is a French possession, to
cross over Into the Chinese orovince of
Kwang-Si. Against this the foreign
board has protested, and the French min¬
ister here, M. Bapst, has replied with
adequate assurances.
Sir John N. Jordan, the British minister

te China, Is tocay sanguine of a satisfac¬
tory solution of the West river difficulty.
This trouble arises from the prevalence
of piracy on this waterway, which Great
Britain is now policing with a small fleet
of gunboats. Sir John is partlcularly
hopeful. Inasmuch as the province of
Kwangtung has conceded a claim of 8(V
000 taels for piracy outrage*.
A British gunboat, while searching for

pirates on the West river, recently
stopped and- boarded a French boat. As
soon as the nationality of the suspecte-i
vessel was made known she was ie-
lcased and proceeded on her way.
The course of action followed by Great

Britain with regard to Manchuria is ex¬
pected ultimately to determine whether
or not capital other than Japanese will
be permitted to find Investment in that
territory.


