
ought to hare been more carefully
watched and trained. M. Thaw will be
hom* scon and will be able to advis~ w;Hh
me."
Thaw Different From Other Pupils.
Mr. Beck said he had had many years

of experience in teaching and training
boys, but Thaw's conduct was different
ffrun any he had ever known.
- "I couldn't help but think him irra¬
tional." declared the witness.
. Mr. Beck is now seventy-nine years of
age His testimony was impressive, and
District Attorney Jerome asked but one
or two questions on cross examination.
Annie Baggan. a sister of Christopher

Baggan. and housekeeper at the Whist
p.ub, told of several instances of what

termed irrational conduct on the part
df Thaw.
The next witness fras Benjamin Bonan.

former stage doorkeeper ai the Madison
Square Theater, where Evelyn Nesbit on
« hristmas eve. 100.'!. was appearing In "A
Girl from Dixie Bonan appeared at tlie
fif»t trial and testified that after Thaw
ha<1 called at tie theater and taken the
sirl away Stanford White arrived. When
re found that Miss Nesbit had gone away,
the witness said. White displayed a pis¬
tol ar.rt vowed lie would kill "that Pitts-
burger" before morning This testimony
*-a_s repeated today. Bonan said he com¬
municated tde threat to Thaw.
After Bonan had been cross examined

rhe luncheon recess was ordered.
Mrs. Thaw Disregards Doctor's Ad¬

vice.
PITTSBURG. January 1H..So uu'etly

mat few knew of her absence until noon
today. Mrs. Mary r. Thaw, mother of
Harry K. Thaw, left the city last night
for New York, where she wil' testify in
the trial of her son.
Mrs. Thaw, who has been suffering

with rheumatism, was not in condition, it
1s said, to make the journey east, but
disregarded tlie advice, of her physician in
<i«der to be with ly?r son. Sh? boarded
lite train at-the Da^t Liberty station if
the Pennsylvania railroad, and was due
to arrive in New York shortly after M
tfelock this morning.
.'It is not known here where Mrs. Thaw
tfill stc-p while in the east.

HOLDIBS BOOM
'Continued from First Page.i

r

wan alto a friend and former client of the
governor, telling the governor of the ac¬
tion of the club in indorsing nis candi¬
dacy. The governor telegraphed in re-
tfy:
«"I thank you for your telegram. The
expression of confidence i« warmly ap¬
preciated."
.v In this te'egram th«re is found the first
*©rmal word from the governor that he is
appreciative of the efforts of his friends.
At least the wording is more definite on
i his point than appeared in the gov¬
ernors letter in December to State Sena¬
tor Martin J. Saxe, who asked the gov¬
ernor for a statement of the position.
Maj. E. P. Brown a:d Frederick N.

Bliss of Boston of the Brown Alumni As¬
sociation of New England called on the
governor today and invited him to attend
. he banquet of Brown university alumni.
*et provisionally to be held in Boston
January 20. The governor is refusing all
invitations on account of tin* -press of
work in connection with the legislature,
but i*e will hold the Boston invitation In
abeyance until he ascertains whether it
will be possible for;him to accept.

Hughes Boomers Lose Heart.
It was announced this afternoon that

the original Hughes boomers had thrown
» , up their hands and admitted that the

resolutions Indorsing the governor for the
republican nomination for President could
rtot be passed at the regular monthly
fleeting o? the county committee to be
held tonight. It will be laid over until
the February meeting.
The Hughes boomers have sounded all

t-lse district leaders of the county and
ff»d that they cannot muster more than

~ tf» or twelve out of the thirty-five who^111 vote on the adoption of the resolu¬
tion. State Senator Alfred R. Page, one
of the original Hughes boomers, said to-«
dajr: are going to have a line-up,
but I have no message from the governor
»« deliver to the committee."
.In all republican camps the opinion was

gaining ground today that the Hughes
indorsement resolution will never be pass¬ed by the New York county committee.

REJECTED BY HOUSE
DEMOCRATIC amendments to

PENAL CODE BILL.

-At the outset of the debate in the
House of Representatives today on the

.tjll to codify and revise the penal laws.
Mr. Hardwick of Georgia offered a sub¬
stitute for the Williams amendment
House aof Representatives toda>- on the
journed, regarding payments to any per¬
son for his indorsement or assistance
in securing appointments to public of-
flcc.
^'The substitute, while differing in
phraseology from the Williams am?nd-;
ment, arrives at the same end. except
that it disqualifies from any office of
trust or profit under the government all
persons receiving such pay.

In a brief, but vigorous, speech Mr.
P*> ne, New York, urged that the Wll-
l'am* amendment and Hardwick sub¬
stitute be voted down. He wanted the
.Njmmittee on Judiciary to carefully ion-
»'d*T such propositions before they are
enacted into law.

Mr. Williams was quick lo retort ihat
Mr. P»>ne and other republicans had
made a party question out of the am'-nd-
*ie«t and substitute, whereas, he said. It
was not a party question, bu: one dealing
with corruption. He was aiming at the
r»al rrlme. and if the amendment was not
satisfactory to the republicans "then, in
God's name." he s*id, "draw one for
youraeives."
Mr. Ilardv of Texas offered as a sub¬

stitute for the Hardwick substitute a
rlai'se exempting from guilt the employ¬
ment of political officeholders as attorneys
in the presentation of any claim against
the government regularly and openly tiled.
This was voted down, hs w»*r»- the Hard¬

wick substitute and th<- Williams amend- i

nient.

SUICIDE BY SHOOTING.

George Decker Ends His Life Late
This Afternoon.

Geoige Decker, flfty-one ;.ears «>f ;ik-
wno was employed as night watchman at
a local department stor-\ committed n:i-
e.'de about "J o'< lock this afternoon while
at his home 2145 1 street.
* Decker shot himseif throught iiie right
temple, the tragedy being enacted in »«

100m cn the third floor of Ilie house The
*»'fe. daughter ur;d sqi'-in-law of thr- «1«-
ceased were downstairs at the t:-ne. Hear¬
ing the report of the weapon tbey iris-
.'.ned $o the third floor room, bu! wliei?
they reached theie life was extinct.
A physician was summoned. #l>ut. of
cmrse, could render no assistance Tii .

police of the third precinct were informed
"f what had occuried. and tii" coroner
waa notified.
Decker of late had been suffering be¬

cause of an abscess In his head, which, it
ia aald may have had something to do
with his act. .

Plans for Board of Trade Meeting.
Announcement was made today tiiat the

Washington Board of Trade will hold its
first general meeting for 190s ai Rausch-
er's. Connecticut avenue anil I, street.
negi Wednesday evening, beginning at K
o'clock. Reports will be presented by the
i.emmittees on public- health, public order,
streets and avenues. Insurance. water
supply and bridges. Refreshment* will be
served at the clos* of the business aes-
iren. The call for the meeting is signed
by Mr. Cuno H Rudolph. pr*sid®nt. and
Gen George H. Harries. secretary.

TASTNET. January Its -The fteamei
Luajta*:#. from New Ycik for Liverpool,
vu reported by wireless telegraph 1%
«i*9 ««Mt ai 11 a m today. Will prob¬
ably reach Queenstown about 8 pm.

1
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Secretary Root on the Grant
Memorial Location.

MANY THINGS IN VIEW
i

Facts That Influenced the Commis-
I

sion's Action.

OPPOSES MAKING A CHANGE
....-

Aim Was to Put the Memorial on a

Different Footing From the Other
I *» '

Statues of Commanders.

Ai a continuation of the hearing on the
Sherley bill regarding the location of the
Grant memorial before the House commit-1
tee on tl>e library yesterday afternoon.
Secretary of State Root spoke in favor of
tiie retention of the present site. There
were also present Gen. Grenville M.

Dodge, president of the memorial com¬

mission. and Representative Smith of
Iowa, who also favors . tlie present

j site. The Secretary Gen. Dodge and

Representative Smith all insisted tnat
the site that had been selected
was the best available for the pur¬
pose
Secretary Root declared the placing of

the Grant memorial upon the site selected
oi l not at all depend upon the fulfill-
ment of the whole plan of the nark com¬
mission. and he reviewed the work of the
commission leading up to the selection of
what he characterized as the best and
most appropriate spot in the district of
Columbia.

Many Things In View.
"In selecting that site we had many

things in view." said the Secretary. "We
consider the statute which made an appro¬
priation of *2.70x00 for a memorial to Gen.
Grant meant something more than the
ordinary statues which, as Secretary of
War. I have been engaged in putting up
around the citv. We felt that It was the
intention of Congress, plainly exhibited
by the difference between that statute and
the ordinary monument appropriations, to
indicate a distinction, and that it was
our duty to secure a design and to se-
lect a site which would be distinguished
and which would put the memorial
to Gen. Grant on a different footing
from the memorials to many generals
and public men of inferior place in his¬
tory.
"We considered a^so the fact that indi¬

cations were many that the region about
the Capitol was about to receive attention
and to be rescued from the somewhat un¬
kempt ard uncultivated condition in which
It had lemained for so m^ny years.

Park Commission Plan.
"We considered the plan, which had al¬

ready been made public, of the so-called
park commission, with regard to the
beaulificat'on of Washington, and we con¬
sidered what effect upon our judgment the
douWs as to whether that plan would be
followed or not ought to have. We came
to the conclusion that while the site of
the memorial which we determined upon
fitted perfectly into the plan if carried
out; that whether it was carried out or
not. this was Incomparably the best site
there was in Washington for the me¬
morial.
"We made a contract with the architect

and the sculptor, under which they have
gone on with their work until, I now un¬
derstand.' they are now ready to put the
work on the ground. It has now been
five years since the design was selected
and the site was selected. I wish to ex¬
press a very earnest hope that the whole
effort shall not have to be made over
again, for a large part of the money that
was appropriated by Congress will have
to bs expended under the contract that
has been made.'*
Asked what pecuniary loss the govern¬

ment would .sustain if the site was
changed. Secretary Root said:
"I cannot tell, because I have not been

a member of the commission now for
years, but a very large part of the com¬
pensation going, under the contract, to
the sculptor and the architect, must have
been earned already."

Regards Site as the Best.
In reply to a question by Representative

Conner. Secretary Root said he did not
?ons!der that any other site in the Dis-
rict of Columbia would be nearly as
suitable as this one. "The only site
which would approach that jn the Bo-
tani- Garden would be the one in the
White Lot. but there have been serious
objections made to that." the Secretary
ldded.
Gen. Dodge said that the statue had

been planned so as to fit the site in the
Botanic Garden, and that it would fit no
other site unless changes were made in

EQUALIZING SALARIES.
*

Judge Kimball Recommends in Be¬
half of Bailiffs.

Judge Ivory. G. Kimball, in his recent
eport to the District Commissioners, rec-
jmmends that the salaries of bailiffs re¬

cently taken on in the Police Court build-
"ng. whose compensation ranges from $50
o $«<) a* month, be increased, so that all
>a liffs in the building shall receive the
tame salary. The increase recommended
s from $25 to $15, making the salary of
lie bailiffs $75 a month each.
A large portion of the report is devoted
0 the facility with which cases are han-
Ued in the new Police Court building, the
.arious charges to b" disposed of by the
judges, and the great amount of work
tecessarily placed upon the jud clary.
The report also contains suggestions for
1 number of minor corrections in routine
work alid deals in a general way with
the character of a goodly majority of
h«- prisoners brought to the Police
'otirt. .

Church Wedding Today.
Dr. Walter Van S. Levy and Miss Eve-

lyn June Bull, both of Baltimore, were
united In marriage in Si. John's Protes-
lant Episcopal Church. Rtth nad H streets
northwest, this afternoon at 2 o'clock.
Rev. K. Slater Dunlap. assistant rector of
St. John's parish, officiated. The bride
was giv« n away by her cousin. Mr liar-
.¦ison Brent of Baltimore.
Because of the recent death of her

father. Mr. John Summerfield Bull, the
bride was att red in mourning. Her gown
was of chiffon cloth and she wore a hat
t.> mat' h. She carried a bouquet of lilies
of fhe valley. Mrs. John Summerfield
Bull, mother of the bride, and Mrs.
Ernest llelfenatein of Frederick, Mil . a

sister of the groom, witnessed the cere¬
mony. Following the ceremony the wed-
dintf party dr>>v . to the N«-w Wlllard.
where Mrs. Bull was the hostess at a

luncheon. Later Dr. and Mrs. Lsvy left
on a weddir.g trip to New York, Boston
and Niagara Falls.
They will res de at l''»21 North Charles

street in Baltimore.

Interstate Commerce Ruling.
Where dissimulation In railway rates is

the result of the combination of a state
and an interstate rate, botiii established by
the same carrier, the matter is not with¬
drawn from the jurisdiction of the inter¬
state commerce commission, merely be¬
cause the discrimination is the result of
an improper htate rate. This Is a ruling
made by the eommlssion in a decision in
the case of the Reliance Textile and Dye
Works against the Southern railway mid
others, but the complaint was dismissed.

Post and Associates Confirmed.
The nomination of R*gis I,. Post tr> |>«

governor o Porto Rico was today con¬
firmed by the Senate, aa mere all the
othet Porto R can territorial nominations.

Boyertown Fire Victims May
Number 200.

BURIAL WITHOUT SERVICES

Dead Carried on Boards Through
the Streets.

IDENTIFICATIONS DIFFICULT

Corpses of Twenty-Two Children

Found in Ruins.Work of Ex-
fc

cavating Is Begun.
______

BOVERTOWX. Pa.. January 1«.-This
little borough, which lost one-fifteenth
of its population in the opera house
horror Monday night, today turned to
the task of burying its dead. Because
of tlie condition of most of the bodies
the borough authorities have asked the
bereaved relatives to bury the dead
within three days. All night scores of
men worked in the morgue9 preparing
the identified bodies for removal to the
homes of their kinsfolk or to ihe cem¬

etery. As early as o'clock a long line
of death wagons moved about <tbe town

distributing the corpses, and before
nightfall most of the dead will be

ready for burial.
There was a slight liiyh in the work

of removing bodies from tlie morgues
through the action of Coroner .Strasser

forbidding the removal of any bodies
during his absence. This was Jue to a

mix-up in the identification of the body
of a boy.
There were three claimants for the body,

and all appeared before the coroner for
permission to remove It. Each was posi¬
tive that the body was the one they were

looking for. Therefore, in order to pre¬
vent mistakes, the coroner Issued the
order Burgess Kohler learned of this
and immediately communicated with the
.coroner at. Reading, where he had gone
on business. "When it was explained that
people who had positively Identified their
dead wanted the remains and that bodies
in dispute would be held 'the coroner re¬
scinded his order. Since then the relief
committee, working In conjunction with
relatives, has removed more than fifty
bodies from the morgues. It is a common
sight to see men carrying through the
streets charred bodies on boards covered
with a blanket or quilt.

Burials Without Services.
More than sixty death certificates were

issued up to 10 a.m., and most of these
bodies will be buried during the day, most
of them without any funeral ceremonies.
There is not a clergyman in town able to
conduct services. There will be no services
in the Lutheran Church Sunday. The Rev.
Adam Weber, who- lost a daughter, is still
prostrated. The body of his cnlld was re¬
moved to his home last night. It will be
buried at Bernvllle. Pa., this afternoon.

It rained slightly this morning, and
there was a little fall of snow, but this did
noj deter the work of digging graves. A
force of men started to dig grave* In Fa'.r-
view and I nlon cemeteries this morning
and they will be relieved at intervals.

The borough has decided to buy eight
lots for the burial of the unidentified dead.
In the center of the plot sufficient space
will be left for the erection of a monu¬
ment.
The scenes about the morgue today are

much the same as yesterday. Daylight
found crowds around the entrances clam¬
oring for admittance. At 7 o'clock the
doors were opened and the gruesome work
of identifying the dead was again taken
up It is believed that more than fifty
bodies will never be identified

Death List Grows.
The death list continues to grow, and

it is now feared that the number on vic¬
tims will reach 180 and possibly higher.
Today Mrs. James Fryer, who was in¬
jured by leaping from the burning build¬
ing, died, making the total number of
dead 172.
There are twenty-two bodies of children

included In the list of males and females.
The coroner stated that this list Is by
no means complete It will take another
day to complete the house-to-house can--
vass in the surrounding villages. The
borough of Boyertown has lost 110 of
Its people. The remainder of the victims
came from about ten different hamlets
within a radius of five miles.
"I have every reason to believe." said

the coroner, after making another ex¬
amination of the ruins today, "that, the
number of dead may reach nearly two
hundred. A number of bodies, how many
we will never be able to tell, were burned
to a crisp. Xothing remains of them
but scattered ashes."
In order to get to the cellar of the

building as quickly as possible a gang
of men was set to work this afternoon to
clear away the tons of bricks and mortar.

Little headway was made today In Iden¬
tifying the remainder of the unknown
deid. So tar 115 bodies have been
claimed.

Building Inspector's Statement.
"From what I could learn the building

came up to th$ requirements of the law.
The law provides that the main exit be
18 inches wide for every 100 persons.
The main exit of the opem house was
six feet wide, sufficient for the 400 per¬
sons in the building to get out.

"I talked with several men who were In
the l>ullding who declare that escaping
gas or fumes from the moving-picture
tanks hau such an effect on the audience
that many were unable to get out of the
place. They seemed lightheaded and
couldn't move.
"A man told me that when he ran up to

the door to rescue some women he was
nearly overcome by the fumes and was
obliged to get out of the building for fresh
uir. Others told me the same thing. I be¬
lieve that the majority of the people were
overcome with the strong fumes."
Owner of Ill-Fated Theater Talks.
In an interview with a reporter yester¬

day afternoon Dr. J. T. B. lthoads for the
first time expressed himself for publica¬
tion in regard to the fearful disaster in
the opera house of which lie is the owner,
lie declared ttiat he did not consider him¬
self in any way to blame for It. Then he
added:

"I shall never again be the owner of a
theater or hall of entertainment. 1 shall
ieoonstru»'t the building, but not as an
opt-m house. I am not responsible for the
loss of life. but. of course, it Is a poign¬
ant reflection tnat It has all taken place
in h building belonging to me. I «xi>ect
to divide tuc* upper stories Into offices.
"There wera five ways by which an au¬

dience could have made its exit from
the auditorium, and there were no leas
than twentv-one window* in the second
story. The main stairway was sufficiently
wide for a hall of that size, and there
were three tire-escapes, two on one side
of the building and one on the other.
Besides, the front windows of the of¬
fices on the second floor opened upon the
roof of Hie permanent street awning, and
the doors of those offices, connecting
with the seccnd-flcor landing. I under¬
stand. were not locked."

Why Qas Was Not Used.
"Why." he was asked, "was not gas

used in the footlights Instead of oil?"
"Gas was not introduced in this town

until last year, and the gas company
was not able, in the pressure of its
orders, to pipe up the opera house. Be¬
sides. I prefer electricity to gas. and
i»ve been willing to wait for that. The
>pera house, however, was not really in
my hands as it had been leaaed to Ed¬
gar Mauger of Pottstown. for a year, and
the lease has not yet expired. I have had

\

nothlnr to do with tine use of the hall
since last June."
Dr. Rhoads said that the oil footlights

were fastened in position with wire, and
ought not to have overturned so easily.
He estimated his net loss en the building
at more than $10,000. his insurance being
also of that amount.
Dr. Rhoads Is confined to his bed. &

wreck of the man forty-eight hours ago.
He is pan seventy years of ag». and his
health was undermined during the Farm¬
ers' National Bank troubles of last sum¬
mer.

MRS. MONROE IN CITY.

Remains of Her Sitter Who Perished
in Fire Not Recovered.

Mrs. Harriet Earheart Monroe of 204 A
street southeast, who was at first supposed
to have perished in the catastrophe at
Boyertown, Pa.. has reached her home.
Mra. Monroe telegraphed to a friend. Mrt.
John Seuliy. who resides at the Buri'ngton
apartment housp, at Vermont avenue and
Thomas circle, saying that the remslns of
her sister, ilrs. Stella Mayers, who de¬
livered il:e lecture In her place at Boyer¬
town. could not be identified.
Mrs. Monroe reached home last night.

She said the rescuers who were working
in the ruins of the theater had,made an
excavation beneath the place where Mrs.
Mayers had lsst been seen, and all that
they could find was a human akull which
was so badly charred that It fell apart as
soon £.9 touched. There were also some
light aantK whlcii were evidently the re¬
mains ol .-ume burned c'othlng. Although
greatly shocked by the death of her sister,
Mrs. Monroe 1» bearing up remarkably
well.
DISASTER SHOCKS LONDON.

Newspapers of the British Capital
Comment at Length.

LONDON, January 16.The terrible dis¬
aster at Boyertown evokes considerable
comment !n<the morning papers.
The Tribune says:
. It is. of course, a recognized fact that

dange s of a panic are far greater than
those of a fire, a fact which is re-empha¬
sized at Boyertown. and a panic Is also
much more difficult to guard against
where an entertainment is exclusively de¬
signed for children. It is obvious that a

prescribed number of responsible persons
should be present."
"There sesms to have been every con¬

ceivable element or dange:- accumulated
In the opera house," says the Daily News,
"the cinematograph, which has its possi¬
bilities of risk, o.l lamps for footlights,
an audience of children and an ill-con¬
structed building. One can only record
sympathy which will go to this stricken
town from this country as from all the
civilized world, and point the moral that
no care which our own authorities take
to guard against such perils can be exces¬
sive."
The Daily Chronicle says: "Every the¬

atergoer In I^tndon will agree as to what
is the wisest scene In an entertainment
when he Is witnessing its Interlude In
which a fireproof curtain is lowered and
raised before him."
The Daily Graphic says: "The Ix>ndon

county council !s made the Butt of much
unkind comment by managers and others
who have been put to considerable ex¬
pense by what they consider almost grand¬
motherly precautions, necessitating struc¬
tural alterations for the provision of bet¬
ter exits and gangways, but theater accl.
dents, when they come, invariably prove
that too great attention cannot be paid
to these matters."

FIRE PANIC IN ^ONTARIO.
Moving Picture Machine Explodes.

Girl Fatally Burned.
ST. CATHERINES. Ont.. January 16..

Fire following the explosion of a moving
picture machine occurred last evening In
the Hippodrome, a small theater here.
The audience numbered about fifty, prin¬
cipally women and children, several of
whom were painfully hurt by being
trampled on in a mad rush for the street.
Dome McDermott, aged fifteen, was fa¬
tally burned. The Are damage Is 54,000.

NO CHANGE III THE
CORTELYOU AFFAIR
(Continued from First Page.)

Trondhjem, Norway, as a consular
agency of the United States. They
stated to the President that Trondhjem
Is the third largest city In Norway, and
that one-third of the Scandinavian im¬
migration to this country comes through
that port. The President told his vis¬
itors that Trondhjem would be con¬
tinued as a consular agency.
Senator Scott today repeated a former

request made of the President.that
Col. Edwaln A. Godwin be promoted
to brigadier general of the army.
Vice President Fairbanks introduced

to the President Edward Dingley, ed¬
itor of the Telegraph at Kalamasoo,
Mich- Mr. Dingley Is a son of the l»te
Nelson Dingley of Maine, author of the
Dingley tariff bill.

DIPLOMATIC EVASIONS.

New Yorkers Stick to Cortelyou
Resignation Story.

Special Dixpat'-h to The Star.
NEW YORK. January 16. .Today's

Evening World prints the following: "The
reorganization committee of the Knicker¬
bocker Trust Company expected to re¬

ceive f-om Secretary of the Treasury Cor-
telyou today a letter conveying either an

acceptance or a refusal of the presidency
of the company. The letter did not ar¬

rive in the early mails and It Is not now

expected before tomorrow.
"There exists little doubt in the m-nds

of those on the inside of the situation that
Mr. Cortelyou will accept. The Wash¬
ington denials that Mr. Cortelyou con¬

templates resigning from the cabinet of
President Roosevelt are looked upon in
Wall street as diplomatic evasions. It Is
not unusual for a high government official
to make perfectly legitimate denials of

factj; that he knows to be true.
"While the reorganization committee

would like to have Mr. Cortelyou take
charge of the Knickerbocker when the
institution Is re-opened, lie Is net the only
man who has been considered for the
place. At least two others who command
the confidence of the financial world have
signified their willingness to shoulder the
ta*k of rebuilding the Knickerbocker.
Even !f Mr. Cortelyou. acting upon fhe ad¬
vice of his political friends, should decide
to remain in Washington, his decision
wou d nol affect the work of getting the
Knickerbocker ready for the resumption
of business." ' '

SPANISH EXTRADITION TREATY

Ratified by the Senate in Executive
Session. *

The Senate, In executive session, this
afternoon ratified the extradition treaty
with Spain. This Is a treaty of comity,
which provides for the mutual exchange
of alleged criminals of a certain class.
During the session a large number of

presidential nominations were confirmed,
including civil officers of Porto Rico.
About a score o* postmasters were also
confirmed.

Cruise of the Cruiser Chicago.
A tentative itinerary for the cruise ©f

the cruiser Chicago from Magdalena bay
to Norfolk has been arranged at the Nan'
Department which will bring her to the
latter place April 2*. The Chicago is te
be one of'the vessels of the training
squadron for th* Annapolis midshipmen
On her way around the southern conti¬
nent she will atop at Acapulco. Callao,
Valparaiso, Sandy Point, Montevideo, Rio
de Janeiro and Santa Lucia- The Chica¬
go left Magdalena bay January IS. -

LOCAL LEGISLATION
Several Measures Acted on by

Senate!

THE FILTRATION PLANT

Transferred From War Department
to Commissioners.

UNION STATION TRACKAGE

Bill Laid Ortr Until Next Monday.
Other Act* of Interest

' Were Passed.

Consideration of the Galling?!- bill au¬

thorising the construction of Ftreet rail¬
way connections with the local Union
railroad station was postponed today by
the Senate. Senator Galllnger giving1 no¬
tice that <he m ould call It up Monday next.
Senator Galllnger stated that he would
ask that the bill go over in view of the
fact that Senator Ilansbrough of North
Dakota, who has offered several amend¬
ments to it. was not in the chamber and
because he understood there were further
amendments to be proposn*d.
There wes no discussion of the merits of

the meaeure today.
*

Local Bills Passed.
T he Senate today pasa»d several District

bill*, among them being a bill transfer¬
ring the jurisdiction of the Washington
aqueduct, the filfration plant and appurte¬
nances. including the Conduit road, from
the War Department to the District Oom-

»,«' h# b!I1 was lnProduced by
Pa',,n*«r *t the request pf th«-

(Commissioners and reported favorably
J?,1?' iUl*. th* commlttee on the

District of Columbia by Mr. Galllnger. It
a"Ltuhrou*h ,od*y without debate *

!?*r 1®ca' bin paesfd by the Senate

th^I Ji *v* £ tIms for one yMr from
1 D®c«mber within which' the

V* °n *n Maryland Rall-
to complete tin-

road which it has been authorized b-v
fo construct across the Chesa¬

peake aiHJI Ohio canal east of the Chain
bridge and thence to Georgetown. Thcrf

u«?t ^ ®n ftn measure.
*m«n^ section 805 of the code

Slath!« *7", SLthe.,D,Jltrtt* of Columbia,
relating to corporations, which section at

f»T*?h2 T.^r? «',^lf oorporations organized
®trlct. fIom d*aIll>e in real es-

l'*arhed on the calendar. The

SSSSS". P.';0po8e? to *rant to District
corporations th® right to deal in real es-

was rnade to tll? bill bv
Senators Culberson and Bacon on the

slmu?d nr^at lthe fpderal government
should not gTant corporate powers, and it
went over until a future date. O.* an ob-

ot°ertoouy»St0,r HeyblJrn a si...liar fate
overtook a bill to authorize th» District

Sfonal8s'oner® *<> accept a donation of
SSW.000 from Andrew Carnegie to con-

b^4- T.k^a plrk' bran°h PUb"c

Police Pensions.
A bill favored by the District Commis¬

sioners and reported favorably from the
District committee by Mr. Hansbrough.
amending the metropolitan police act or
February 28. ifloi. was passed by the Sen¬
ate. with the result that if the House
passes the same measure certain ex-
members of the District police force omit¬
ted fronj the pension list by the previous
act will be granted oenslons.
».An2theT Dietric* bill passed today bv
the Senate provides for the appointment
?u .mbfr8 of the board of charities of
the District and of the board of children's
guardians bv the Commissioners Instead
of bv the President.
When this bill was under consideration

Senator Kean of New Jersey inquired of
Senator Qallinger. chairman of the Dis¬
trict committee, whether this was actually
relieving the President of some power of
appointment, and Mr. Galllnger replied
that such was the case and that the chief
executive had been consulted In the mat¬
ter and -was willin* that the change be
mad*.
Mr. Kean emilingly remarked in a low

voice that he was glad that the President
was willing to rellnaulsh some of his ap¬
pointive Dowers.

District and Government Land.
The Senate also passed today a bill to

amend section 2, chapter 433, thirtieth
statutes at large, entitled "An act to con¬
firm title to lots 13 and 14, Jn square 0i»9,
In Washington. D. C." The bill provides
for the correction of the records of the
War Department and for the confirming
of the title to land in the District, in all
cases where tho government has donated
parcels of land and such land has been
occupied by the persons to whom it was
donated for a period of fifteen years, or
taxes were paid upon It by such person.

It further provides "that whenever it
shall appear that the United States ha?
an Interest In any lot in the city of Wash¬
ington. D. C.. not actually occupied by
any claimant, and In respect of which
there haa not been such payment of taxes-
as is by the preceding section made th«
equivalent of possession, the jurisdiction
1$ hereby conferred upon the Secretary o;
War to receive and act upon applications
to purchase such lots, and upon such
terms as the Secretary of War mav foi
the time being see fit to Impose and which
in his judgment shall be for the interest
of the United States, whether bv requir¬
ing payment for all unpaid taxes or an
additional sum. to make sale of the inter¬
est of the United States in anv such lot
or lots as art referred to in this section
and upen the compliance wkh the tertnf
so imposed rtiake conveyance in fee sim¬
ple on behalf of the United States to the
purchaser.""

FIRE IK JANITOR'S ROOM.

Local Alarm Calls Engines to Cor¬
coran Building.

A local alarm of fire about noou today
called No. 2 engine company to the Cor¬
coran building. 15th street and Pennsyl¬
vania avenue, because of a slight blaze
on the fifth floor, which Is occupied by the
janitor. The flre was caused by an over¬
heated cook stove, which burned the
flooring. it was quickly extinguished,
the damage amounting to only $1«>. Al¬
though triers are many office rooms in tiie
building, with numerous/occupants, the
police say there was no undue excitement
among theno.

RETURN OF ARTHUR KEMP.

Nothing Known at Police Headquar¬
ters of Time of Arrival.

Nothing definite is known at police
headquarters as to tne time the United
States marshal, Detectives MoNamee ana
Evans and James Arthur Kemp, former
chief clerk of the police department, will
.tart frt>m New Orleans for this city.
Many friends of the man under indict¬
ment made Inquiries at police headquar¬
ters today, being anxious to know when
the accused will reach here, but the po¬
lice were unable to give the deslrfed in¬
formation. It Is thought the party will
leave New Orleans tonight at 7:10 o'clock
and will reach here Saturday afternoon at
3:43 o'clock.
Attorneys A. A. Birney and S. V. Hay-

den are to appear as counsel in the case.
They called on Inspector Boardman this
afternoon to ascertain when the accused
will reach here. Attorney Hayden was
of counsel for Mrs. Maybrlck. He was a
close personal friend of the former chief
clerk of the police department.

Asiatic Cholera in Mindanao.
Seme uneasiness was created at the

War Department today by the receipt of
a report by cable from army headquarters
at Manila that Asiatic cholera had made
its appearanee on the fsland of Mindanao.
According to the report one soldier has
died from the disease.

Declares Universal Transfer
Proposition Unfair.

MADDEN BILL DISCUSSED

Hearing by the House District Com¬
mittee.

LOCAL CONDITIONS CONSIDERED

Universal Transfers Would Be Ac

cepted if the Railway Company
Could Charge Five-Cent Fare.

At the meeting of the House District
committee this morning George IT. Har¬
ries, vice president of the Washington
Railway and Electric Company, was heard
In opposition to the Madden bill for uni-
versa! trans fcrs on local street railway*
Gen. Harries, who spoke for an hour and
a half and was frequently interrupted by
questions from various members of the
committee, declared there was no general
demand for universal transfers in the Dis¬
trict of Columbia, that a law passed by
Congress forcl lg the local companies to
< xchange universal transfers would be of
q-j'.stionable legality, and that, moreover,
such a proposition, if legal and Arrled
out by the street railways, would work a

decided hardship upon stockholders.
In reply to a question from Representa¬

tive Eims of Ttnnessee. who went al.ter
Gen. Harries hot and heavy, the latter
de« mred that his company would be wlll-
irg 'r. accept universal transfers If per¬
mitted to charge a five-cent fare.
President Dunlop of the Capital Traction

Company was not in attendance as ex¬

pected, and Chairman 8mith of the com¬
mittee announced at the beginning of the
hearing thgt Mr. Dunlop was seriously 111
at his home.
In hi* statement Gen. Harries started

from the beginning of street car troubles
tn Washington and led the committee
through a maze of facts and figures con¬
nected with the consolidation of the vari¬
ous unrelated lines, at one time or an¬
other, Into the-two local traction organi¬
zations as they are constituted today. In
this connection he commented upon the
Injustice of various comparisons that
were made.
"It is entirely unfair." he said, "to put.

capitalization in one scale and in the
other the amount that It would cost to
reproduce the properties If the city was
cleared and ready for the work to begin.
Why, goodness me. we are still paying
interest on Some old horse-car stuff."
Gen. Harries made the committee mem¬

bers sit up and take notice when he re¬
marked that even in the present modern
state of the traction systems of the Dis¬
trict ef Columbia, and even after the vast
Improvements perfected in recent years
had been taken into account, the cars of
the Washington Railway and Electric
Company made the run from East Capitol
street to Georgetown In only ten minutes
less time than did the old two-horse cars
)t former days.

Pronounced Indefensible.
"The question up today," Gen. Harries

continued, "Is not whether we shall be
permitted to extend our tracks to the new
Union station, but whether you shall put
additional burdens upon the shoulders of
the local companies. I am speaking of
universal truVfers. And except from the
standpoint q4 *he man who wants some¬
thing for Lr'hlng the universal transfer
proposition is absolutely without de¬
fense.
"There has been a revolution In pas¬

senger transportation in the National cap¬
ital. In the days of the old unrelated lines
transfers were never exchanged. And
there is no reason why there should have
been, for a road cannot be compelled to
carry a passenger when another road re¬
ceives the fare.
"But in order to better conditions we

were liberal with transfer arrangements.
so liberal. In truth, that a former chair¬
man of this committee said on the floor
of me House that ws were Cmllshly so. At
any rate, at the present time a passen¬
ger may travel fourteen miles on the
lines of the Washington Railway and
Electric Company for 4 1-6 cents, although
eur system cost fully three and a half
times as muoh as any other kind of sys¬
tem in the country. So that fourteen-
mile ride for 41-tt cents Is practically
equivalent to a ride of forty miles on an
overhead trolley line for the same
amount."

Tax on the Railways.
Attention was th.en called by Gen. Har¬

ries to the fact that In addition to a fran¬
chise tax of * per cent on gross earn¬
ings and the regular rate of ft.SO a thou¬
sand on real estate, the local street rail¬
way concerns were compelled to pay a

crossing policeman tax. something he had
never heard of anywhere else.
"In other communities," he said, "a

corporation that behaves itself and pays
Its taxes, ctc., is given police protection
and doesn't have to pay for it' on tne
side."
"Well, it isn't a tax to have the people

protected at crosslngf and your company
consequently protected from damage
suits." remarked a committeeman.
"Well, we don't want the crossing po¬

licemen." said Gen. Harries, decidedly.
"We would like mighty well to get rid of
them. Regular policemen would be all
right.efficient and valuable.but these
men are political appointees and do not
have to possess the ordinary qualifications
of a policeman."
Continuing, Gen. Harries insisted that it

was hard to discuss the universal trans¬
fer proposition with any particu.ar de¬
gree of exactitude, in view of the fact that
little was known about It.
"No one knows what it is," lie said.

"Except In Chicago, where it was made
a part of a recent agreement, and
where the city guaranteed a fair
return to Investor*, it has not been
tried. In connection with the dls-*
mission of the imposition of any
additional burden upon the Washington
Railway and Electric Company, I may
say that fully 80 per cent of the electric
roads of the United States have been In
the hands of receivers at one time or
another during their existence."

Meaning of the Proposition.
"Here Is what the universal transfer

proposition means. It means that the two
companies here, the^e two uni elated roads,
shall exchange transfers. That is, one

company gives the transfer and the other
receives it. One company Is going to lose.
Of course the idea is that the passenger
who transfers one way will even tilings
up by transferring the other. Rut we

have no guarantee that this will be the
cawe. And as the proposition stands, the
universal transfer law would compel one
road of the two to carry a passenger at
one-half of the regular *re. less than it
actually costs to carry him. And this
would certainly be illegal. No man knows
what the thing means. It can't be gauged.
There Is no precedent on which to make
comparisons.
"And as the Capital Traction Company

has forty-four miles of line and the Wash¬
ington Railway and Electric Company
has 145 miles. I think the latter company
would be the loser in the universal* trans¬
fers bargain. We would do the carrying
and they would get the money."
Universal transfer in some instances

wsuld be impracticable and impossible, he
claimed. He cited the instance of the
Capital Traction Company, which had
agreed to a transfer arrangement with
the Randle line, which had been tacked
on the end of it over East Washington
way, and which later had to make a sim¬
ilar arrangement with the Great Falls and
Old Dominion company.
"And at present.'1 said the general, "the

Cspital Traction Company hauls passen¬
gers back and forth across the entire
length of ths city between these two lines
with which it has transfer arrangements,
ar.d doesn't get a cent for it."

The Brightwood Railway.
The Brtghtwood railway he character¬

ised as th« sore thumb of the Wash¬
ington Railway and Cleetric Company's

system. saying that it had an annual '

deficit year in and year out.
At this point there was quite a spirited

exchange between Gen. Harries and Mr.
Sims, the latter endeavoring to obtain
an admission that If the organizers of
the parent system had carried out to the
fullest extent the consolidation scheme
provided for by Congress the Brightwoodline would now he a part of th* general
system and sharing in its profits Instead
of having to stand on its own legs hs h

purely .feeder" line
The general declined to be pinned n,

declaring that there never had been
money enough on hand to purchase the
Brightwood stock and merge that line
with the rest of the system.
"Tour own action prevented the sol¬

vency of the Brightwood road." com¬
mented Mr. Sims.
"Xot at all." reioined Gen Harries.

you must forget that we are compelled l>v
law to pay 5 per cent annual dividend on
the preferred stork and could not us*
any portion of this to make the Bright-
wood I'ne an Integral part of our sys¬
tem."

Crowded Cars.
Referring to the question of crowded

cars. Gen. Harries said it was simply im¬
possible to provide seats for passenger*
during the rush hours, and that this w -i«

not attempted. Ii would require. h»

thought, fully three times t:ie rolling stock
'and equipment that the Washington Kail-
way and E!e<<r!c Company has at tiio
present time, 'n addition to demanding <

force of men that would put the company
Into bankruptcy.
The company did the best it could, he

insisted, to take care of the crowds dur¬
ing rush hours, and succeeded as well as

could be expected.
Mr. 8ims turned up his nose at this

statement, and insisted that the over¬

crowding mentioned by Gen. Harries was

not confined to the rush hours, hut ex¬

tended all through the day. certainly witli
respect to the Connecticut avenue line a'

least.
At noon the committee adjourned until

10 o'clock tomorrow morning, when <ien
Harries will cont'nue his statement, and
when the committer members will he

privileged to bombard him with all the
questions they can frame.

FLEET AT RIO

MANY FUNCTIONS IN HONOR OF
AMERICAN OFFICERS.

{ RIO DE JANEIRO. January 16.-Th#
.Italian cruiser Puglia arrived yes¬
terday from St. Vincent, bound 'for
Montevideo, where she will join another

cruiser, for which she carries ammuni¬
tion. After target practice both will
proceed to the Pacific, re-establishing an

Italian Pacific station. This is interest¬
ing to the officers of the fleet, as are

als:> the reports that Great Britain in¬
tends to send a powerful squadron to tlie
Pacific over this route in March. t

Thirteen battleships have already coaled
from six colliers in three days_ an e\

cellent record. The Sterling has arrived
without coal, having coaled the torped-i
flotilla at Para and burned the rest of the
cargo herself. Tills Is disappointing, as
the Sterling was expected to coal th*
flotilla at Sandy Point. - The chief of
staff Is now eonsiderlng Hie problem of
coaling the flotilla at Magellan.

4,000 Men Enjoy Excursion*.
Four thousand lU>erty men. who.se be¬

havior is splendid, patronized the excur¬

sions arranged by the American colony.
The officers have been given passes on

the tramways and railroads.
% The Brazilians are gratified at Reaf Ad¬
miral Evans' recovery. They are amazed
that the commander o^ so large a fleet :s

only a rear admiral. They have two vice
admirals, who take precedence over Rear
Admiral Evans, yet the Brazilian navy ia
possessed of no first-class battleships.
Senhor Rio Brancho. the foreign minis¬

ter, Is 111 and unable to participate In the
courtesies. The Hopkins will dock when
the flotilla arrives on Friday, to replace
the propeller damaged by an obstruction
encountered in the open sea en route from
Trinidad.

Garden Party at Embassy.
Two hundred officers of the diplomatic

corps and the American colony attended a

garden party at the American embassy In
the metropolis last night. Earlier the
President and Mrs. Penna gave a dinner
in honor of the officers of the fleet. The
guests were Ambassador and Mrs. Dun-
ley, Rear Admiral Thomas. Capts. Wain-
wriglit, Hubbard. Murdock. Osterhaus and
McCrea, and Lleuts. Castlemur, Berrler
and Train.
President Penna spoke in Portuguese,

and said it Is not to the passing squadron
that the nation is extending a welcome,
but embracing the warmest friend, and is
glad of the opportunity to show friend¬
ship, which dated from the day of th« far-
sighted statesman Monroe, whose doc¬
trines he warmly advocated and abided
by. He toasted President Roosevelt. Am¬
bassador Dudley bp id the Washington
authorities are greatly pieased at tlie re¬
ception of the fleet. Rear Admiral Thomas
said he was pleased at the chance to re¬
turn the visit of the Brazilian navy at
Hampton roads.

WELCOME TO THE FLEET.

Cordial Reception of the Warships
by Brazil.

Mr. Dudley, United States minister at
Rio Janeiro, reports to the S.'atp Depart¬
ment a gratifying reception of the b.i:tle-
ship fleet, with elaborate official program
by the president and people, the American
and Brazilian flags flying together rom

Monroe palace. The officers were received
and dined by the president and will b
given a banquet of 600 covers by Raron
Rio Branco. January 'M. at which Ruy
Barbardosa is to be the chief speaker.
The Secretary of State has requested Mi

Dudley to express to Baron Rio Brunei
his Kind personal regards and the hearty
appreciation of the United States govem-
ment smd himself of the cordial hospitality
with which the American fleet is being re.

o.ived by the president and government of
Brazil, and Is delighted to feel that there
it» extended to his countrymen In 100b tlie
samti friendship so generously extended
to him n lflOtJ.

KANSAS LEGISLATURE
GOV. HOCH BENDS MESSAGE TO

FIFTH SPECIAL SESSION.

TOPBKA, Kan.. January 16..Tlie fifth
special session of the Kansas legislature
convened this afternoon. Measures that
an? expected to become statute laws are

the guaranty deposit bill, the primary
election bill, an amendment to the assess¬
ment and taxation law. a 2-cent fare law
and amendments to the prohibition law.
It is expected (he session will last ten
days.

Got. Hoch's Address.
The governor, in his message, after an¬

nouncing that the legislature was called
to enact a primary election law. to
strengthen the tax commission law. to es¬
tablish h. bank depositors' guarantee fund,
to enact railroad legislation and to
strengthen the prohibition law. said:
"I recommend the enactment of a pi i-

marv election law to include every stute.
district and county officer to be voted for
ip this state this year; to include also an
expression of popular choice for United
States senators and to be operative in the
selection of this year's candidates by
every political party."
The message declared that the demand

for the depositors' guarantee law is over¬
whelming.

It recommends that all doubt of the le-
galitv of the act of the state railway com¬
missioners in establishing two-cent pas¬
senger fares be removed by enacting a

straight two-cent passenger far* law.
A bill to strengthen the prohibition law

has been prepared by the attorney gen¬
eral.
The governor favors amendment of the

pure food law. amendment of the nation*!
guard law to bring It into harmony with
the Dick bill, and an act conferring upon
the women of Kansas the right to vote
for President this vear. But the governor
does not wish these latter reforms to oc¬
cupy the legislature to the displacement
of the specific measures to pass when the
legislature was called together.


