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ARMY AND NAVY

NEWS

Prospective Marine Corps Officers.

Examination of candidates for appoint-
ment as second lieutenant in the Marine
Corps will be conducted at the marine
barracks in this city commencing tomor-

row. The examining board will consist of |

Tdeut. Col. Charles A. Doyen, U'.8.M.C.;
Surgeon Cary D. Langhorne, 1".8.N.; Maj.
Charles G. Long, U.8.M.C.; Capt. Henr}
Leonard, CT.8B.M.C., and Passed Assistant
Surgeon C. T. Grayson, U".8 N, with Firs:
Lieut. E. A. Greene, 1U.B.M.C., as re-
corder.

The following candidates have been seo-
lected to take the examination: Frank A.
Warner, U.SMC.: Irving B. Taylor.
New York: Robert D. Workman, .S M.C.;
Frederick L. Lang, New York; Dwtght

J.. Bowen. U.BM.C.; John V. Lam-
berton, Morrissville, Vt.; Charles B.
Merriam. Maine; N. Angler Eastman,
New York: Franklin H. Drees, lowa:
Henry M. Butler. Ohio; Jos2ph C. Fegan,

Texas: James T. Allen. Owensboro, Ky.;
John Q. Adams, Maryland; Andrew J.
Iverson, Beverly, Mass.; Eugene A. Loh-
man, Roawell. New Mexico: S8amuel Edel-
. man, Philadelphla; Carl A. Johnson, Bt
Louls county, Minn.: Arthur T. Bagley,
Ohlo; Edgar A. Stadden, Springfield, IIL.;
Bernice McDaniels. Texas. Sherbourne
Prescott, Waterbury, Conn.. Delmar H.
Beeson, Philadelphia, Pa.; James T. Reld,
Bennettsville. 8. C.: John Dixon, wuh.
ington, D. C.: Dudley H. McDowell, Geor-
Zla.

Status of Porto Rican Troops.

For a number of yvears the United States
has maintained in Porto Rico two battal-
jons, or eight companjes, of native troops,
at an annual cost of $150,000. Th» higher
officers of tha force ar2 ail Americans,
and those under the rank of captain are
mostly Porto Ricapns. The enlisted men

| United States marines.

, troops ready for an emergency.

are all natives of the island. The general
opinion seemes to be that the effect of the
maintenance of the little army has been
most benefic'al. It is the only milltary
force in the island. except a small body of
and the military
authorities feel that It would be well to
Xeep this body of tralned and disciplined
1"ndar
Spanish rule few things rasped the island
peaple more Man the arrogance of the
Spanisl troopg. Now that the troops are
Porto R!cans it makes the people feel that
they have part and parcel In the govern-
ment. The existence of this force of Por.
to Rican soldiers depends upon annual
appropriations. Each vear It is for Con-
gress to declde whether the force i= to be
continued. and each vear the appropria-
tlons meets with opposition. Unl:ss pro-
vislon is made at this session for another
vear the regiment will be disbanded next
July.

An Officer Severely Rebuked.
First Lieut. James A. Thomas of the
Coast Artillery was convicted by court-

martlal at Fort De Soto, Fla., of conuuct
to the prejudice of good order and mill-
tary disclpiine and sentenced to be repri-
manded. Brig. Gen. J. M. K. Davis. com-
manding the Department of the Gulf, ap-
proved the sentence and administered a
#avere reprimand. In his review of the
case Gen. Davis says that le visiting
a nearby town with a team of soldiers to
shoot a rifle match against the national
guardsmen Llsut. Thomas allowed him-
sclf to be piqued at what he considered
lack of attentlon on his arrival, and told
his men that he had washed his hands of
the affair, but that they might go on with
the match if they wanted. The result was
that 12 soldlers refused to go on with the
matcoh, and, aAccompanied by Lieut. Thom-
as. spent the day drinking in a public
galoon and fighting among themselves.
“When the manager of the saloon,”

police summoned to stop the fighting,
civilian says, the accused remarked to him |
that the officers could do more with the
soldiers than the police could. as had been |
proven at San Francisco and Brownsville.
chance to aecquit of the accusation that
he improperly, offensivzly and
ingly remarked that attempis by the po-
HHee to arrest the soldiers would b2 re-
sented. The mention of Brownsville
answer to a complaint of disorderly con-
duct was a threat. The preposierous ar-
gument and claims advancad in the effort

fair, gs woll as his attempts to forestall
these charges, show that stiff-neckedness
had taken the place of a promised spirit
of humility. In exccuting this santence
the department commander.rebukes Lisut,
Thomas for his disgraceful conduct in
this matter. He will do well o return to
thie state of mind he appears to have been
in when he wrote the letter referred to,
and to divest himslf of the conceit and
recklessness that have taken its place.”

Paymaster’s Clerk Not an Officer.
Lieut. Col. Elijah W. Halford, U.S.A
retired, who was private secretury to
ex-President Harrison, recently appliad to
the War Department for advancement to
the next higher grade in the army on ac-
count of services during the civil war. It
was shown that ('ol. Halford was em-
ploved during that war as a paymaster's
clerk for five months amnd twenty-nina

days from 1864. Following a long lin-
of decisions on similar applications, the
War Department has decided that as a
pavmaster's clerk Col. Halford was

neither an officer nor an enlisted mah in
the regu'ar or volunteer forces within the
meaning of the act of April 23, 194, which
alows retirement with increased rank to
officers who served during the civil war.
It was held further that the word *“offi-
cer”’ as employed in that act applies only
to commissioned officers and does not in-
clude paymaster's clerks or other civillan
employes.

Army Badges Ready.

The quartermaster general has reported

|
The evidence of his own witness»s left no |
1 -
| quested to forward promptly
threaten- | jutant general of the

al , the
| badges are ready for distribution.
| der that early distribution may be made,

llll

' will be
to justify his conduct throughout this af- |

Spanish  and Philippine campaign

In or-

commanding officers of companies, troops,
batteries -and detachments have been re-
to the ad-
army the names of
enlisted men under their commands who
hiave been listed for these badges and
who are now in the service, As these are
the on’y badges that are ready for dis-
tribution. no refereuc> to other badges
made.

Trial of Maj. Hancock.

Maj. William F. Hanecoek of the Coast
Artillery Corps, stationed at Fort Bar-
rancas, Fla., will be tried by court-mar-
tial at Atlanta, Ga., tomorrow. The ex-
act mnature of the charges against the
officer is not disclosed, but it is stated
that they involve acts of intemperance.
The accused officer is a native of Ohlo.
He entered West Point in 1879 and re-
ceived his commission as a major in 1908,

Important Military Changes.

Maj. Gen. Leonard Wood will be re-
lieved of command of the army in the
Philippines on tha 15th proximo by Maj.
Gen, J. . Weston and will avail himself
of six months’ leave of abgence to return
to the United States leisurely by way of
Europe. On his arrival in the United
States Gen. Wood will assume command
of the Department of the East at New
York, rvelisving Maj. Gen. F. D. Grant.
who will be transferred to the command
0 the Department of the Lakes at Chi-
cago. succeading Brig. Gen. W. A, Car-
ter. who will be transferred to the com-
mand of the Department of the Missouri
al Omaha, Neb.

L
Gen. Wotherspoon’s Case.
The failure of the Senate to confirm the
nomination of Brig. Gen. W, W. Wother-
spoon, although it acted favorably upon

| the nomination of the officers of the in-
| faniry

arm who are promoted, vice
Wotherspoon, has presented an unusual

firmation and the other officers are com-
missioned as confirmed Wotherspoon will
lose his military commission. Action is
suspended at the War Department in the
bellef that favorable action will be taken
by the SBenate on the nomination of Gen.
Wotherspoon.

Awarded the Norman Medal.

Clvil Enginéer Leonard M. Cox, U. S. N.,
has been awarded the Norman medal by
the American Society of Civil Engineers
for his paper entitled **“The Naval Float-
1 Dock—Its Advantages, Design
Construction.”” Civil Engineer Cox had
charge of the construction of the naval
dry dock Dewey, which made the mem-
orable vovage from Baltimore to Olon-
gapo, P. 1.

Big Shortage of Officers.

When the 23d Infantry leaves Madison
barracks and Fort Ontario, N. Y., in a
few days for a third tour of duty in the
Philippines the regiment will be short
twenty of its complement of officers, and
possibly twenty-one. Of the other three
infantry regiments under orders to pro-
ceed to the Philipplnes during the next
four months one will be short fourteen
officers and the other two will each lack
twelve officers. It is declared to be im-
posslble to withdraw the absent officers
from their present duties or to transfer
officers of other regiments to fill the
p'aces of the absentées, as it is found
there are no officers available for such
transfer from among those who have rec-
ords of short troplcal service. The situa-
tion is embarrassing the authorities of
the War Department, which is now con-
fronted with a shortage of officers as well
as a shortage of enlisted r-n.

Privileges to Philippine Scouts.

The President has authorized the com-
manding general, Phllippine Division, to
increase the number of privates in each
company of Philippine 8couts by =ix, mak-

‘ing the maximum strength of such com-
panies 110, and has also authorized the

and }

volunteer bands In the Philippine Scouts,
An additional sum of £120 in gold per
month 13 allowed each of three privates in
each company Philippine Scouts employed
on special sanitary work.

A Naval Mathematician Wanted.

Prof. K. K. Rawson, professor of mathe-
matics in the navy, will be placed on the
retired list on aeccount of ag: February
21 next. He was formerly on duty at the
Navy Department In connection with the
publication of the naval records of the
war of the rebellion, but for the last six
years has been on duty at the Naval Acad-
emy. His retirement will create a va-
cancy In the list of fourteen professors of
mathematies, ' and Assistant Secretary
Newberry has glven notice that an ex-
amination will be held at the Naval Ob-
servatory in this city on the 3d proximo
for the purpose of filllng that vacancy.
There are twenty-one candidates for the
professorship, all civillans. Several are
now employed at the Naval Observatory
and others at the Naval Academy. A
professor of mathematics receives com-
pensation at the rate of $2,000 a year, with
allowances for light, fuel and quarters.
Prof. Rawson is a native of. New York
and was appointed to the navy Iin Ucto-
ber. 1800. He has held the rank of cap-
tain since September, 1902,

'  TAFT SEES CORTELYOU.

Call Relates to Jamestown Exposi-
tion Affairs.

Secretary Taft pald a visit to Secretary
Ccrielyou yesterday at the Trcasury De-
partment. t Iwas stated that the call was
incident to a meeting of the government
managers of the Jamestown exposition in
order to close up the affalrs of that in-

stitution as far as the government is con-
cerned.

Charles P. Taft, the Becretary’'s brother,
who has been in Wnshhgton for two days
looking over the political sltuation, re-
turned to Cincinnati yesterday afternoon.
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Late Happenings in the Winchester

Section.

Special Correspondence of The Star.
WINCHESTER, Va., January 18, 1008
The public schools of winchester are so

crowded that the council, at the instance
of the city school board, has passed a
resolution asking the legislature permis-
sion to allow the taxpayers and other vot-
ers to pass on the matter of issuing bonds
for at least £10,000 with which to pro-
vide additional school facilities.

8. H. Hansbrough has been re-elected
president of the Bhenandoah Valley Na-
tlonal Bank of Winchester and R. T.
Barton re-elected president of the Far-
mers and Merchants' Natlonal Bank.

The home of H. B. Nesmith, near De-
haven, this county. in which g post office
is also situated, had a narrow escape
from being hurned a few nights ago. A
burning lamp was hurled from a window
just as it exploded.

For the first time in the hlstor; of the
Bhenandoah division of the Baltimore and
Ohlo rallroad train auditors are now
doing duty on this branch regularly.

In order to settle the old Kurtz estate
in this ecity a stone house occupied by
Gen. George Washington while he was
located at Winchester during Lord Fair-
fax's time was sold today at public
auction by order of the court. It is ex-
pected that the house will be torn down.

Steps have been taken here to organize
a society among the physiclans and sur-
geons of the Shenandoah valley.

Mrs. Mary (. Harris dled suddenly of
heart disease at her hom2 i Winchester
last Wednesday night. 8he wag formerly
Miss Richardson. Three daughters and
one son survive her.

CAMBRIDGE, Mass., January IR —~The
James Donovan Company, shoe manufac-
turers of Everett, have entered an assign-
ment for the benefit of creditors in the
regisiry of deeds here. The assets of the
company are placed at 2300,000, the
amount for which it was incorporated, and
the liabilifies at $150,000.
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