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BANNER YEAR PREDICTED
OPTIMISTIC STATEMENT BY

LOCAL REALTY BROKER.

N. L. Salisbury Reports Many Sales
and an Increasing Demand

for Property.

Optimism in 110 uncertain terms is re¬

flected in a statement made yesterday
X. L. Sansbury. real estate broker,

concerning' tlie tone of the local market.
Mr. Sansburv declares that if the busi¬
ness done by his office recently may be
taken as a criterion, the ensuing twelve
months will roll themselves into a banner
year in Washington real estate. Never
before has he known the business to con¬

tinue so actively and steadily through
the summer months, when a large pro¬
portion of the buying clientele is sup¬
posed to be absent from the city in quest
of pleasure and .recreation. He notes a

Btrong and healthy tone in the market
and an active demand for all classes of
property, extending from the small six-
room houses and investments to preten¬
tious homes and high-class business prop¬
erty. He observes a continually increas¬
ing demand for detached semi-suburban
homes, especially in the sections provided
with good transportation facilities.

List of Recent. Transactions.
The following are among the recent

sales made by Mr. Sansbury's office:
For E. L. Santmeyer, the house at 810

Taylor street northwest to H. V. Bisbee.
This is a modern two-story brick resi¬
lience, containing six rooms and tiled
bath and heated by hot water. It is sit¬
uated on a lot of unusual width. The
consideration was $4,500.
To Mrs. R. M. Philes. lot 21, square

15)21. Saul's Addition, containing 4,"00
square feet. Consideration, $2,250.
For Charles Sonne, a new two-story

brick house, situated on lot 110, square
IJ830, to Charles L. and Clara Griesbauer,
tor 14.750.
Lot 30, in square 2708. Saul s Addition,

fronting 40 feet on Delatield street and
extending 110 feet between parallel lines
to an alley. The purchaser, William F.
feu body, will build a home to cost about
I&000.
For Emil Diebitsch and others, to Allen

W. Miller, the house located at 519 10th
Street northwest. While not stated, the
consideration is said to have been about
98.500.
For J. W. Carr, the new two-story

house recently erected at 808 Taylor street
uorthwest. This is a brick house 61
sight rooms and bath, trimmed all
through in hardwood and heated by hot-
water plant. Price paid, $5,300.
To F. H. Brinley, lot 50, in square 2808,

Saul's Addition. Mr. Brinley is having
lans prepared for the erection of a mod-
rn detached home to coat 16,000.
Residence Property in Demand.
For Hood & Apple, the property located

ft 1524 East Capitol street, to Theodore
Sharp for $.">,000.
For Harry Wardman, the new detached

frous* just completed on Decatur street,
Saul's Addition, between 13tli street and
Georgia avenue. The exterior of this
house is finished with a combination
pebbledash and shingle effect, while the
Interior is trimmed in hard woods, with
jMirouetry floors. The price paid was
98,000.
For R. F. and A. W. Lukei, the house

at No. 31 Adams street northwest, to A.
W. Lang. It contain* seven rooms and
tiled bathroom, concrete cellar and hot-
water heat. The lot is 140 feet deep.
Price. $5.2o".
To J. E. Mitchell, lot 18 in square 2700,

In Saul's Addition. It is the intention of
the purchaser to build a home to cost
about £12.000.
No. 2» Adams street northwest, for R.

F. Lukei, a new two-story pressed brick
house containing seven rooms and mod¬
ern bath, for $5,250.
To J. G. Esk ridge, lot 8, in square 2909,

Saul's Addition, containing 4,000 square
feet, for $2,550.
For M. H. Herriman, the new nine-room

house recently erected on Delafield street,
Saul's Addition, for 57,000. The purchaser
will occupy the property as a hom«\
No. 3l Adams street northwest, for A.

W. & R. P. Lukei, for S3,250.
To F. J. Zobel, the new house at the

northwest corner of 7th street and Rock
Creek Church road, for $5,000.
To John McCarthy, No. 19 Adams street

northwest, for $5,250.
Builders Acquire Ground.

For the Walbrldge estate, 40,000 square
feet of ground in Ingleside, to Middaugh
& Shannon.
The new detached house being built by

M. H. Herriman at the northwest corner
of Georgia avenue and Crittenden street,
Saul's Addition, for $7,750. The purchaser,
Charles O. McCorcJe. will occupy this
house when completed.
For R. F. Lukei, the new liouse situat¬

ed on lot 77, square 3124, for $5,250.
For Kennedy Brothers, the new ten-

room house situated on lot 21, block 23.
Woodley Park, to Theodore Sengtak of
Cincinnati, Ohio, for $9,850.
For Harry Wardman, new detached

house on Decatur street between 13th
street and Georgia avenue, Saul's Addi¬
tion, to Charles R. Duehay, for $6,000.
For R. F. Lukei, the new two-story

brick residence at 23 Adams street north¬
west, for $5,250.
To George R. Reeves, the new two-story

brick house recently erected at 2902 Geor¬
gia avenue northwest.
For Lewis E. Breuninger, four new ten-

room houses in Woodley Park, for $88,560.
To M. H. Herriman, two lots in Saul's

Addition containing 9.000 feet of ground.
The purchaser has begun the erection of
two detached houses to contain nine
rooms, cellars and attics, hot water heat
and lighted by gas and electricity.

Transfers in Saul's Addition.
For M. H. Bray, two new detached

houses located on 13th street, between
Crittenden and Decatur streets, Saul's Ad¬
dition. These are two-story houses con¬
taining nine rooms and bath, very artis¬
tic in design and finish, lighted by gas
and electricity and heated by hot water.
Price, $1,300.
For Mrs. E. P. Eldridge, the premises

1831 Monroe street northwest. The pur¬
chaser, Joseph A. O'Hare, will occupy the
property as his home. Price, $5,800.
To Heidenheimer & Hartsall, 10,000 feet

of ground near Georgia avenue, Saul's
Addition, for investment purposes. Con¬
sideration not stated.
For M. H. Herriman, the new detached

ressidence situated on lot 34, in square
2922, Saul's Addition.- The house is two
stories, attic and cellar, finished in Flem¬
ish oak, and contains nine rooms and
bath Price, $7,000.
For J. W. Davidson and others, lot 16,

square 2921, Saul's Addition, for $1,700.
For Harry Wardman, the detached t

house located at 1309 Defcatur street,
Saul's Addition, for $6,000.
To Lewis Colvin, lot 48, square 2921,

Saul's Addition, for $2,500.
In addition to the above this office lias

sales completed and pending final settle¬
ment aggregating the sum of $166,500.

Local Firm Sells Besort Property.
ANNAPOLIS, Md., September 4..The

Columbia Investment and Improvement
Company of Washington, which prac¬
tically owns all the ground and many
of the cottages at Arundel-on-the-Bav,
a small summer resort near Annapolis,
has sold the beautiful peninsula prop¬
erty known as Thomas Point Island,
contiguous to Arundel, to J. Clifton Bos-
ley of Annapolis. TT>e land has been
held in years past at $10,000, and the
owners have on several occasions refused
offers of $5,000 for it. It contains sixty
acres and is beautifully situated on
Chesapeake bay.

Property Changes Hands.
A. Brand of the Washington Real Es¬

tate Exchange, 412 Munsey building, has
sold for Arthur Copeland the six-room
brick dwelling at 1207 E street north¬
east to George H. Ellis, foreman of the
printinp establishment of John Heydler.
Mr. Ellis occupied the house as a ten¬
ant and he will continue to hold it as
his home. The price received for the
property was $4,000.

SPEED AND STABILITY ARE
BOONS OF MODERN METHOD

OF BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

Concrete Proves One of Most Adaptable Materials in Hands of
Structural Workers.Mixture Poured Into Molds

Makes Walls in Record Time.

In the constant forward march of hu¬
man events probably no one field of en¬

deavor absorbs mure energy and
' skill

than is given to the construction of
buildings of all descriptions wherein the
business activities of men are conducted.
Always the demand obtains for structures
which are as nearly proof against the de¬
stroying element.fire.as is possible, and
the hurry and bustle of the work-a-day
world has also brought about the requlre-
ment that buildings must bo finished and
ready for occupancy in the shortest pos¬
sible space of time after the first spade¬
ful of earth is removed In digging the
foundations.
And Into this breach there has come

an element which is both old and new-

concrete. In times not so very far past
the insistence upon both speed and safety
by the business man might have had
the result of hastening the contractor at
his task, but the laying of bricks, and
the fitting together of frames and gird¬
ers of wood could not be hurried beyond
certain limits. And so the construction
of an office building or a business house
went forward in deliberate stages, and it
was a recognized fact that months must
elapse before any new structure could be
made ready for occupancy. When mod¬
ern flre-prooting was to be Introduced be¬
tween floors and in walls thfc time re¬

quired was even longer.

Concrete One of Oldest
of Building Materials

Concrete, however, is a vastly different
substance from bricks and mortar. In
point of history it Is one of the oldest of
known materials, and at the same time
Its use for the construction of dwellings,
business houses, office buildings and
bridges and other public works has ex¬

tended through only a few years., The
manufacture of cement, which is the
base of concrete, was one of the arts of
early civilizations, but it was a "lost
art" for centuries and only recently has
inventive genius discovered the secret of
the ancients and applied it to modern
constructive work much as did the peo¬
ple of olden times.
Great conflagrations carried their les¬

sons to Baltimore, to San Francisco and
to other cities and builders were forced
to admit the inadequacy of many of the
best methods of protection against fire.
In these cities the opportunity was great¬
est for carrying out new ideas, and with
ono accord scores of builders turned to
concrete as the only sure barrier to fire.
Large numbers of business houses in the
burned areas In Baltimore and San
Francisco, particularly, were replaced
with reinforced concrete edfices. and
strenuous tests have proved that this
class of construction is best under prac¬
tically all circumstances. Contractors in
other cities took advantage of the oppor¬
tunities for observation and the result is

being seen in a very rapid increase in the
use of concrete.

Washington Has Had No
Conflagrations in Years

WasMngton has had no conflagration
which might bring about the replacing of
scores of old structures with buidings of
concrete.but the material has been used
on several large contracts, notably the
Connecticut Avenue bridge, and It may
safely be predicted that concrete will be
much more in evidence as the business
center of the city expands. Within the
past few months two examples of con¬

struction with concrete have been watched
with Interest by great numbers of people.
The first was tlie new storage warehouse
In 10th street between I) and B streets
northwest, and the other was the new

store for the F. F. Droop & Sons Co.,
music house, which is even now in the
making at the southwest corner of 13th
and G streets northwest. The Droop store
especially has afforded an excellent illus¬
tration of the modern method of "pour¬
ing" a building, and the walls have grown
with almost magic rapidity as the work¬
men dumped vast quantities of the mud¬
like mixture into the wooden frames,
which constituted the molds for the foun¬
dations and walls and pillars and floors.
Concrete consists of a unit of cement, a

unit of sand and a unit of gravel or
crushed stone and water, the proportions
of the ingredients of the mixture depend¬
ing upon the load to be imposed and the
character of the building. The mixture is
always adjusted to the soil upon which
the building is constructed so that the
foundations will be firm whether sur¬
rounded by sand or clay or water. "Re¬
inforced concrete" is the trade designa¬
tion for the mixture when material other
than the cement, sand and gravel enters
into a building, and the reinforcement
consists in steel bars extending hori¬
zontally and perpendicularly through the
floors and walls to give greater tensile
strength. In a building of ten stories the
rods would be about one inch in thick¬
ness in the foundations and gradually de¬
creasing in size In the upper stories.
Wherever/ used the rods are firmly fas¬
tened at their ends, and are tied together
at all junction points, and the concrete
mixture is poured directly over them.

Concrete Gains Strength
by Crystallizing, Not Drying
One popular error with reference'to the

hardening of concrete walls is that the
mixture gains strength as it dries, while
as a matter of fast "drying" Is one of the
dangers against which the concrete expert
guards most thoroughly. Also the walls
and floors are not "poured," because all
of the wet material is thoroughly tamped
or spaded so that all air will be forced
out and there will be no voids. Newly
laid walls and floors are covered with wet
canvas, else they will dry out, or de¬
crepitate, turn to sand and fall away, and

the coverings are removed only after the
mixture has "crystallized." Close obser¬
vation has demonstrated that concrete
grows constantly stronger as its age ad¬
vances, until it reaches its maximum at
ten years.and ever after that it remains
the same, without deterioration.
Historians have found that the early

Babylonians used cement or' concrete
and did very good work with it. Arches
with spans of 100 feet are still standing
near Nineveh, and only the wars of the
ancients account for the destruction of
some of them, because arches nearly 100
feet long are found lying on the ground
about Nineveh, fallen with little or no in¬
jury, and these works are fully 4,000
years old. Roads about Rome were built
of cement, or concrete, with top dressing
of stones, and even though the stones are
now worn away the concrete remains.
The Pantheon at Rome has a dome 142
feet In diameter with an opening in the
crown twenty-four feet in diameter, which
was built by one of the Caesars about
27 B. C., and it Is atill in excellent con¬
dition.
The art of making cement was lost,

buried or mislaid from the early Christian
era until the year 1700, when John
Smeaton In England produced a cement
which was used Sn the foundation of the
present Eddystone lighthouse. The ce¬
ment of latter day commerce is of two
kinds."natural or Roman" cement and
Portland cement. The former has a lime¬
stone or carbonate of lime base, which
contains a percentage of clay carrying
alumina, found in a natural state in cor¬
rect or nearly correct proportions. It
becomes merchantable when pulverized
and burned, and then ground again, after
burning, to the fineness of powder.

Portland Cement Took Its
Name in Peculiar Manner

Portland cement is a scientific mixture
of the same ingredients. A modern
cement plant employs many chemists,
and the laboratories are working day
and night, testing the product continu¬
ously ao that it may not vary. Portland
cement passes through the satne treat¬
ment as natural cement,' the ingredients
being pulverized and burned and after¬
ward ground again. Powdered cement
is liner even than flour, as 80 per cent
of the ground product passes through
screens of 100 mesh to the inch and 20
per cent through screens of 200 mesh.
Portland cement takes its name from the
fact that In the year 1824 one John Asp-
din made an improvement on the cement
made by Smeaton, the lighthouse build¬
er, and by mixing it with sand and
stone he produced blocks which greatly
resembled the famous building stone of
Portland, England.
In the basic principles of construction

the concrete structures of the present
day are along the same lines as the
adobe houses of the frontier. In the
south, and particularly in Florida, the
natives many yeaj-s ago built houses of
cochina.the base of which is the lime
contained in masses of disintegrated
shells. Cochina is used today, and one
of its finest examples is the magnificent
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Ponce de Leon Hotel in St. Augustine.
But with the exception of these natural
cements, the production of merchantable
cement was controlled almost entirely by
Europe until 1877. when David O. Sailor
experimented with materials found in
the Ohio valley and brought forth a

cement which was equal to that which
had been imported theretofore from Eng¬
land, Germany and France to the ex¬
tent of millions of barrels. Since 1877
the growth of Portland cement lias been
phenomenal. Last year more than 5<V
000,000 barrels were manufactured in this
country alone.

HISTORIC ROSEMONT SOLD
HARRY WARDMAN TAKES
TITLE TO FAMOUS ESTATE.

Transaction Negotiated by Grant
Parish, a Local Real Estate

Broker.

Grant Parsih, a local real estate broker,
has just sold the famous and beautiful
colonial ' estate. Rosemont, situated in
the far famed Shenandoah valley, near

Berryville, Va., the property of Charles
E. Clapp, esq.," the former president of
the Crucible Steel Company, of Pitts¬
burg, Pa. The new owner Is Harry
Wardman, the Washington builder, the
purchase price being $100,000.
Rosemont, of stately proportions, proud

age of history and of magnificent location,
is one of the most famous of Virginia
estates. It was on tills estate, at the
entrance gate to the Winchester pike
that Mosby's soldiers captured and
destroyed Sheridan's wagon train of
army supplies. Under the stately oak
trees are the graves of those that were
killed during that engagement. At this
point, also, four northern soldiers were
hanged from a limb of a huge.white oak
tree.

Property Bias Interesting History.
Rosemont has a rare and interesting

colonial history. Since the war it was

owned toy Jesse Tyson of Baltimore, and
from his estate it was purchased by Mr.
Clapp. The original tract contained 280
acres. Wishing to plant fruit on a large
scale, Mr. Clapp bought 125 additional
acres and planted 6,000 apple and 1,50*3
peach and pear trees. The orchards are
very valuable assets. There are ninety-six
acres of old blue grass sod pastures
that have not been plowed for forty
years. Since the ownership has been
with Mr. Clapp it has been the home
of hackney horses. A complete horse-
breeding equipment was built, consisting
of a half mile race track, training track,
several largo and costly barns and many
buildings. Guernsey cattle and English
Berkshire swine of blue ribbon strain
are. also live-stock features of the place.
The mansion house stands on the edge

of a beautiful timbered park of old shade
trees, about twenty acres in extent. The
farm lands bonier the picturesque village
of Berryville. The view from the state¬
ly pillared porch is one of rare beauty,
the view extending over a magnificent
sweep of the Shenandoah valley, with
the Blue Ridge mountains on the east¬
ern boundary and the Shenandoah river
flowing alonK the base of the mountain.
In this s<?ction of the valley are many
magnificent country estates, among
them being Carter Hall, Page-Brook,
Long Brauch, Saratoga, Annefleld, Rose¬
mont, Brentwood Manor, and Audley
Court, the last home of Nellie Custis
Lewis, the adopted daughter of George
Washington. Owing to the social ac¬
tivity in the vicinity, this part of the
country is known as the "Court" end of
the Shenandoah valley.

"Millie," said the young man. as he
slipped the engagement ring on her
linger, "have you told your mother about
this?"
"Oh, you Innocent!" exclaimed Miss

Millie. "Why, Clarence, mamma knew
it six months before you did.".Chicago
Tribune.

HYATTSVILLE SHOWS 6AINS
ASSESSMENTS INCREASED $100,

000 BY NEW BUILDINGS.

Steady Growth on a Par With Pre¬
vious Years.New Church

Planned.

Special Correspondent of The Star.
HYATTSVILLE, September 4. !{».«?.

During the past spring and summer sen^
sons the assessable basis of Hyattsville
has been increased about $100,000 a_s t lie
result of the erection of new houses and
repairs to others: These operations do not

show that any building boom overtook the
town, but do indicate that its growth
was about the same as in other recent
years. It is a noticeable fact that much
of the building at present is in the north¬
west section of the town.
Perhaps the most extensive improve¬

ment is at Bonnie Brae, the old home of
the late Francis II. Smith. O. B. Zant-
zinger, the founder of Capitol Heights
and other enterprising suburbs, pur¬
chased this homestead several months
ago and during the summer the house
has been practically rebuilt and Is now

one of the prettiest places in this section
of Maryland. The property is located at

the terminus of Wine avenue. Hugh
Latimer is erecting a commodious cottage
on the west side of Wine avenue, ad¬
joining the home of Charles W. Clagett.
and James Hill has started a new home
on Wine avenue south of Franklin ave¬
nue. I. B. Arnold, in charge of the local
railway station, is also building on Wine
avenue. All of these homes will be occu¬

pied this fall. They are of modern de¬
sign and will have all conveniences. A
new granolithic sidewalk will be laid in
front of the homes of Messrs. Hill and
Arnold during the next fortnight.

Presbyterians to Build.
The trustees of the local Presbyterian

Church are about to have plans pre¬
pared for the erection of a new church
at the corner of Wine and Owens ave¬

nues, and when this edifice is completed
the church on Maryland avenue, where
services have been held for the past
thirty years, will be abandoned. Mayor
William P. Magruder, a prominent
member of the church, has donatea
one of the lots upon which the church
will stand.
Mortimer Carr Mill soon start the erec¬

tion of a home on Owens avenue west of
Wine avenue, and exports to occupy it
during the coming winter. In the east
section of the town Herman Burgess, a

member of the town council and a promi¬
nent Washington contractor, has recently-
secured permits for the erection of live
handsome cottage* on Baltimore street,
and these will, be started at once. He
has also made,arrangements to have a

granolithic sidewalk laid on !»oth sides of
Baltimore street in front of these houses,
and the wat«r and sewer pipes extended
for their service.
Dr. T. J. Kemp has secured a permit

for the erection of a cottage on Dewey
street. Mayor Magruder lias recently
erected several brick buildings on the
cast side of Maryland avenue, and ,7.
Frank Rushe will shortly erect a new
home at the corner of Maryland avenue
and Spencer street. C. Frank Carr. a lo¬
cal merchant, has moved into his new
home on Spencer street, purchased from
Charles A. Vrooman, who has taken up
his residence in Washington.
Ono of the most favorable indications of

the growth of Hyattsville is the fact that
there are hut few houses in the place
for rent. The real estate offices have fre¬
quent inquiries for houses to let. but can¬
not supply the demand. But few houses
are erected here for rent, most of them
being built for homes. Houses built for
renting purposes would prove excellent
Investments, because no difficulty would
be experienced in securing occupants for
them.
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