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Temple Was Built.
ed Business—Many Inde-

[————

pendent Owners.

pian sea where the city of Baku now
stands and scrape off the.ground the
seepage from the epringstof oil that
were found near-the water.

They used these scrapings for lubri-
cating purposes, for fuel, for'light, for
healing wounds and for various other
nseful purposes, and exercised much in-
genulty in cleansing and applying them.

At some remote date—it may have been

B8 far back as the time of Daniel the
prophet—the fire worshipers, the follow-
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BAKU, Russia, June 12, 1910. | |
In ancient times for thousands of years, . 1
no one knows how long, the Persians 1 _
used to come up to the shores of the Cas- I
|
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. &rs of Zoroaster, found here several oil .
Springs on fire. The naphtha must have :

SR T SR INVOLVING EVERY SUIT OF CLOTHES IN THE HOUSE

it @ miracle, and through many centu- "
ries made pilgrimages to worsghip and
@dore the flames.

(Excepting Full Dress and Tuxedos).
Ultimately they built a temple, a square

structure of brick with a dome and four |l - !
"
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S e e el e The response today to yesterday’s announcement is nothing more than we expected. Hundreds of Washington’s i
smart dressers await this Annual Midsummer Event to lay in an advance supply of clothing and furnishings, knowing |

ural gas which exhales from the naphtha
springs, and thus were able to maintain

four bright flames. The temple was in
the center of a large courtyard inclosed

a by a high wall, in which were rooms for
the accommodation of pilgrims.

The gateway was monumental. Above
it rose a square tower about fifty feet
in height.

At the four evrners were chimneys,

full well that P.-B. styles of this season will be worn next season. - While the profits have been clipped off for the sake
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of immediate clearance, we are just as happy to greet and to serve those who care to profit by the season’s inevitable |
product—the “final clean-up’’ preparatory to the ushering in of a new season with new merchandise. i
|

through which the gas was conducted in
the same manner as at the temple with-
in the inclosure. The light could be seen
for many miles in every direction. They
called it ““The Shrine of Grace.”

1

The original tags remain on every garment. Nothing held in reserve. No suits sent on approval. But please bear
| in mind that we refuse to allow any suit to leave the store that is not perfect in every detail.

Refinery Replaces Temple.

This temple stood at the village of
Sourakhany, about ten miles frcom Baku.
The site is now occupied by the reflnery
of the Kokovev Oil Company. It was torn
down about 1880, For a century cor two
beore that date pilgrims came all the
way from India and the Parsee mer-
chants of Bombay, famous for their
riches and enterprise, furnished the |
money to maintain the fire and enter-
tain the pilgrims.

The Parsees are the descendants of fire

worshipers who were driven from Per-
sla in the middle ages by Mohammedan
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l All produced for the current season. Fancy and plain fabrics—two and | $ ]]:.@@ and $ﬂo5® Negﬂig@ Shﬁﬂ" ES alt 85C

three piece styles for men and young men of all sizes and ages and tastes.
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In plaited and plain bosoms ; coat style: cuffs attached: sizes 14 to 17. These are NOT Shirts

. Plrmccution. They Tetain sutne of ihe bought for special sale purposes, but are our regular $1.00 and $1.50 stock and represent 85
customs and forms of worship of their c,.
Persian ancestors.

Why the temple was abandoned and the
lights were allowed to go out I have not
been able to ascertain. The only rea-
sonable explanation Is that after this
part of the world was wrested from Per-
sia by the Russians something must
have happened or some regulation may
have been introduced which made it dif-
ficult or impossible to continue the cere-
monials and maintain the pilgrimages.

However that may have been, the
forms of worship and the nationality of
thé wershipers were gradually changed,
until now Russians and Armenians adore
the c¢il for the money it brings instead
of for its symbolical significance.

Development of Industry.

The development of the petroleum in-
dustry was slow and began late. The in-
habitants of the old Persian city of Baku I'
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utilized the oil for light and fuel and gas
undisturbed until 18586.

Then a Russian named Kokreff and an
Armenian named Mirsoeff obtained a con-
cession from the Russian government to
operate wells and refine the product. They
had a monopoly for twenty years, but did
& small business, producing an insignif-
icant quantity and a poor quality of burn-
ing fluid compared with the product of
the present day.

In 1878 the concession was revoked and t
there was a rush of prospectors and spec- I
ulators to this territory. Everybody who
could raise enough money to drive a well
did so, until today, within a radius of ten
miles from the city of Baku, are seven
hundred and thirty-six wells producing }

more or less oil and belonging to almost
as many people.
The largest number are on a peninsula
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extending into the Caspian sea, called
Apocheron, between s«ix and eight miles
north of the city, with about one-third as
Jmany at a place called Bibi-Eybat, about
three miles south.

There are over one hundred Independent
companies. Only twentyv-five are doing a
refining business. Of these only eight
have sufficient capital to conduct their
operations upon a paying basis. ~

The large distribution of the interests is,
however, demoralizing. It has been a bad
thing for the town and the industry and
for everybody concerned, because when-
ever any large enterprise was undertaken
cut-throat competition has been used to '

interrupt and embarrass it.
As one gentleman expressed it, it would
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wig and Robert Nobel continued the

wors. Thew turned their holdings over
to & ‘stock company many years ago. I
Emmanue! Nobel, a son of Ludwig,
now holds the controlling interest in the I
I
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company. He {s the Rockefeller of Rus-
sian petroleum and is estimated to be
worth $60,000,000

Although a Swede by birth and an-||

Head-to-Foot Outfitters for
o <t e BB o’ T Gentlemen and Their Sons.

has a villa with a large park In the
Crimea, where he goes for the summer.

Rich Armenian Mantashoff.

The next richest man s an Armenian
named Mantashoff, who still lives in ’
Baku and looks after his interests. There - A
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