
Rain Chases Nationals Into Gym and They Work Out in Four Squads
THE TRIALS OF SPRING TRAINING By Ripley
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Manager Griffith Pleased With Players, and
Says Team Will Make Good if

Pitchers Improve.
BT J. ED GRILLO.

Spwial Dispatch to The Star.
CHARLOTTEVILLE, Va., March 12 .

It is back to the gym for the Nationals.
Rain set in last night and is still coming
down, so that all chance for outdoor work
is once more eliminated. Manager Grif¬
fith divided his forces into four squads
and each worked an hour in the gym to¬

day. Just when outdoor practice can be
resumed is a question. There is no indi¬
cation of a clearing, and the field is ankle
deep in mud. As a result of the weather
the players are a disgruntled lot. They do
not take kindly to indoor work, because
Its effect on the muscles is much more
severe than Is brought on by outdoor
work, and vet it is better than remaining
idle.
Kid Foster Is the latest of the absen¬

tees to report, and this leaves Schaefer
the only player who is not here. He is
hourly expected to come in from Hot
Springs, when the camp will be complete.
Foster is fifteen pounds over weight.

He looks like a well fed Brownie, and
will have to do a lot of work to get into
playing condition. He says that he does
not have much trouble reducing and that
by the time the team gets home he will
be in condition to go the route.

That there are some good ball players
among the squad of youngsters now in
training here is growing more apparent
with every workout, and the chances are
that by the time the season* opens Griffith
will be able to select a team which will
be far stronger than any that lias repre¬
sented Washington in the American
League. All of these youngsters, of
course, will not make good, but there is a
sprinkling of material which is sure to
fill the holes which the weeding out by
Griffith created. Not only do these play¬
ers look the part, but they handle them¬
selves in ap Impressive manner. There is
nothing o/the uncouth beginner to be de¬
tected in the actions of any one of them,
and while it is not the intention to create
the impression that Griffith has picked up
nothing but stars time will show that
enough good selections were made to,
help the team.

It Is, of course, true that the players
have not done work enough to give a cor¬
rect line on their ability, but there is al¬
ways something about a good ball player
who attracts attention even when he is
only warming up. These youngsters
handle themselves well, and seem to un¬
derstand what they are in uniform for.

Moeller, for instance, convinces one that
he is above the ordinary after watching
him at the bat and running to first base.
His stride is that of a fast runner, and he
stands at the plate with lots of deter¬
mination and displays a swing which in¬
dicates that he knows how to bat. He is
agile, strong and fieetfooted. and all in all
has every appearance of the ball player.
Naturally, Moeller was the object of all
eves when he made his appearance on
the field yesterday, and many favorable
comments could be heard regarding him.

Jack Flynn is another who shows that
he has had experience. In practice he
handles himself splendidly around first
base. He covers a lot of ground, handles
all sorts of throws with grace and ease,
can peg himself and appears perfectly
familiar with the position. It was at
the bat where Flynn showed to the best
advantage, however. The pitching, of
<-ourse, was not particularly deceptive;
the youngsters who faced him used noth¬
ing but a fast straight ball, but even
this bothered some of the players, who
had not faced a pitcher in six months.
Flynn. however, seems to have a winter
eye, for he did not seem to have the
slightest trouble landing on the sphere,
and he drove two over the fence, one
over right and the other over left center,
a very long drive. Every time he hit
the ball hard. and. while he is, of course,
badlv in need of a lot of work to get
him into rral playing condition, he has
all the earmarks of making the team a

splendid man at first base.

Spencer, who is one of Flynn's rivals
for the position, also made a good im¬
pression. 11a is a left-hand hitter, not
as tall as Flynn. He hit nicely in prac¬
tice. and as a fielder could hardly liave
bf-en improved on. Like Flynn. lie has
l<e«»n out of uniform for months, and
.lid not extend himself, preferring to give
his muscles a chance to harden before he
goes at top speed.
Scheer and Shank will not be able to

practice with the team for several days.
Trainer Martin had the two youngsters
examined by the varsity hospital physi¬
cian. w Uo pronounced them suffering from
tonsihtls, and ordered them to remain
in their rooms for a day or so. MattisI
has a stiff neck and a sore throat, and
he, too, will have to remain idle until he!
is better. Griffith wanted to send Scheer
to the university hospital, but that insti¬
tution is just now overcrowded with
students suffering from an epidemic of
"pink eve." Both youngsters are very-
much discouraged by their misfortune,
because both wanted to get an early
chance to show Griffith what they can
do.

The weather is still far from what it
should be for the purpose that the team
came here. It is damp and cold, and
¦while the sun takes an occasional peep,
It seems to lack power and unless the
flayers keep in conat&nt motion on the

field thcv beeomft chilled. The infield
practice in which Morgan. McBride, Cun¬
ningham and Flynn indulge manages to
break out a perspiration on these play¬
ers, but in order to retain it they have
to run to the dressing room at the gym
about a quarter of a mile away. Under
existing conditions the players are sure
to make slow progress. It takes some
hot days to bring them around to form
and that is what Griffith is praying for.
The only consolation he finds is that
teams which went farther south are "hav¬
ing a similar experience. There is, of
course, a lot of time left to get the play¬
ers ready, but Griffith is particularly
anxious to have his men on edge when
the exhibition series starts in Washing¬
ton two weeks from Wednesday. He
realizes that if this cold weal her keeps
up it will be no easy matter to have his
team to the scratch, fit to do its best
work. '

There is a marked difference in the
work of some of the pitchers. When the
team first reported here Joe Engel's arm
seemed strong enough to allow him to
pitch a full game of ball. Today, his
arm is so sore he cannot raise it, and he
will refrain from pitching to the batters
for a few days until the wing gets back
in form. Musser's experience is just the
opposite. When he first came here his
arm was weak, and he hardly made an
effort to do any pitching. Yesterday,
however, he was put in against the bat¬
ters, and he cut loose and showed a lot
of very good pitching material.

Shank, the outfielder secured from
Toungstown, is a well built youngster,
who is fast on his feet and takes a
healthy wajlop at the ball.

It is assured that when Griffith di¬
vides his squad into two teams, the regu¬
lars and the yanigans, there will be
some real base ball seen here. It is the
ambition of every man in the squad to
make the team and consequently every
one of them will try his best to show
Griffth what he has. There .is an
abundance of material and two teams
can be fixed up without using any player
out of his position. If such games are

plaved they will be for blood, for many
of the players will figure that their fu¬
ture will depend on how they show up in
these games, and there is a lot of logic
in that theory.

A least six members of Griff's squad
have at one time or another played first
base, and could fill that position now in
a satisfactory way. There are Flynn and
Spencer, iHenrv and Williams. Knight and
Schaefer. Flynn and Spencer are ex¬
perienced In the position. Henry played
it for a while last spring for the Nation¬
als, as did Williams for Boston. Schaefer
became the Nationals' regular first baseman
after June, while Knight has played the
bag on numerous occasions for New York
when Chase was unable to do so. It is,
of course, not likely that more than one
man will get a chance to play that bag
for Griffith this year, and yet it is not
a handicap to have severr.l men around
who can play it.

"It has always been a mystery to me
why Pittsburgh let Jack Flynn out," re¬
marked I'mpire Rigler this morning,
after watching Flynn hit and pick up
grounders. I worked in a good many
games in which Flynn played year before
last, and I failed to see where he had any
faults. He was a most dangerous hitter
and broke many a game with a long
drive, while he fielded his position nytll.
I can't understand it, for there is no

Britisher Must Win Tonight
Get Another Chance at

club in the country more in need of a
first baseman than the Pirates.''
Clarence Walker reported much lighter

than he was at any time last summer.
Clarence was hunting last winter, and lie
is down as fine as a deer. Tom Long. on
the other hand, and has taken on weight,whk-h he needed.

The fact that "Walter Johnson is a rec¬
ognized star has never affected him in
the least. He does not ask for any privi¬leges and goes about his work with as
much spirit as the youngsters who arc
here for a try-out. Walter is anxious to
get into condition and he is working hard
to bring it about. He took several
warm-ups yesterday and a long run
around the park. He does not let himself
out, but, of course, there is a whole lot
on the ball even when he does not force
himself. It takes Johnson but a short
while to get himself ii>to pitching condi¬
tion, and, barring accident, he feels that
he will be ready to go the route by the
time the team returns home.

Griffith has twelve pitchers here. He
places six with each squad. Three of
them chare flies in the morning while the
other three pitch, and in the afternoon
they change places. This gives each
pitcher plenty of work, and yet he pitchesonly about fifteen minutes a day. But
pitching to the batters is more beneficial
than working out with a catcher, and
by continuing this routine for a coupleof weeks Griffith figures that his pitchingstaff will round into form before long.
John Allen continues to show the most

of the youngsters. The batters find him
hard to hit by his speed, though he is not
yet giving them all he has.

If all ball players took the care of their
arms that George McBride does there
would be better pegging wings in base ball
today. Mac never throws hard until he
has to. Even in ball games he gauges
the speed of the runner and throws just
hard enough to beat him to the bag. In-
practice George throws as much as any
of the youngsters, but it is always with
an easy, graceful motion and no strain,
so that he is not very apt to injure the
member.

Clyde Milan predicts a great year for
himself. His work last season was sec¬
ond only to that of Cobb, but the linden
lad does not propose to rest there. He
has put in a fine winter, is down to play¬ing weight at. the present time, and be¬
sides getting his arms and legs strong he
will have a lot of time to put in prac¬
ticing batting and other stunts which
help a player of his speed. Milan is
never satisfied with himself. He is am¬
bitious and always sees a chance for im¬
provement.

Griffith's system of training is particu¬
larly hard on his three catchers. The
pitchers have to work only a certain
amount of time, and the other players
get a chance to rest during batting prac-,
tice, but the catchers are at it both
morning and afternoon, either warming
up pitchers or doing duty behind the bat
during batting practice. Of course, they
alternate, but the two turns on the field
a day are bound to have them either ready
or worn out by the time the season opens.
Fortunately neither Ainsmith, Henry nor
Williams is a frail individual. They are
all husky fellows, who take to work like
ducks to water, and they prosper on it.

Gagnier is a brilliant fielder. He covers
a lot of ground, is fast on his feet and is
a splendid thrower. He also hits well.

Nor is it coming easy for Griffith, as
Xgyo large blisters in his hands will at¬
test. He has to work harder than any
one, because there is not only much for
him to do and watch on the field during

practice, but a man in charge of thirty-
odd ball players has his hands full with
other things.
Ho bats to the infields of both squads

twice a day and his hands are not yet
accustomed to the work. After a while,
when the pitchers are in good enough
shape to take a chanee with their arms,
he will open his pitching school, which
every man on the squad will have to at¬
tend. hTere will he a course in slow ball
pitching and proper holding of the hall
for various deliveries with practical dem¬
onstrations; the art of watching first
base, and a motion which, while perhaps
a violation of the balk rule, is so cleverly
disguised that the umpires do not kick,
and last, but not least, a course in strat¬
egy, at. which IYof. Griffith was a leader.
By drilling his pitchers in these various
things Griffith hopes to' see a lot of im¬
provement in their work.

The batting practice, in which the
players indulge twice a day, should prove
of the greatest "benefit after a time. Just
now, while the batters" eyes are untrained
and unaccustomed to standing at the
plate, the pitchers are far from at their
best, so that there is no handicap. As
the pitchers progress so will the batters,
and in about two weeks, when the
twirlers will be cutting loose, the batters
will be able to cope with them.

The report that Griffith has decided to
leave Charlottesville and move to Fay-
etteville, N. C. to finish his training is
denied by him. He admits that he re¬
ceived a proposition from the Fayetteville
people to bring his team there, which,
however, he declined with thanks. Grif¬
fith has made up his mind to stick it out
here. Conditions have not been of the
best, but neither have they been ideal
elsewhere, and as there is still much time
before the season opens there is no rea¬
son why the players should not all be
ready when the bell taps.
"if our pitching staff comes up to the

standard I have not the slightest fear for
this ball team," remarked Manager Grif¬
fith today. "I have seen enough to con¬
vince me that We will be pretty well forti¬
fied everywhere and that all we have to
hope for is a strong pitching staff, and I
think we will have it. With Johnson and
two other seasoned pitchers to start with,
Cashion and a couple of others should be
able to make up a strong pitching staff,
and if this comes true the team will do
much more than is expected of it."

GOING IN FOR SPORTS.

German Universities to Work Along
American Lines.

NEW YORK, March 12..Germany has
decided to embrace the American athletic
system, and leading German universities
are fanning to introduce college snorts
011 American lines, according to advices
received hare.
German university men hitherto have

confined "sports" practically to saber
fights and beer-drinking contests. Seri¬
ous comprehensive efforts will now be
made to popularize field, track and
aquatic athletics by means of intercol¬
legiate competitions.
Representatives of fourteen universities,

ten technical colleges, two veterinary
schools, the Royal Agricultural College
and two minfhg academies attended a

recent meeting in Berlin and agreed to
organize at regular intervals intercol¬
legiate competitions, to be called "Ger¬
man university olvmpias." The first
meeting will be held in Leipzig in 1913.

NATIONALDM ON
AMERICAN PLAYERS

Lynch's Organization at One
Time Would Have Nothing to
Do With Ban's Discards.

CHICAGO, March 12..American
League discards are no longer a scarce
article in the National League. It was
not so many years ago, however, that
the old league in its supreme dignity ab¬
solutely refused to give a trial to any
players who had been let out by its rival.
In fact, it has been only recently that
the National Leaguers became willing to
admit that the American was but little
better than a minor league. Consequent¬
ly, they could not see how they could be
benefited by the acquisition of any play¬
ers that were not good enough for the
B. Johnson circuit.

Things Have Changed of Late.
But things have changed in the last

few years, and now there are thirty-
seven players on the National League
reserve lists who have appeared on the
American League rosters in the past.
Brooklyn is the biggest home of former
American Leaguers, as Charley Ebbets
seems to think that any player passed
up by a manager on the other circuit is
good enough for him. At any rate, he
has on his list at present Daubert, Stark,
Yingling and Hlggins, former Naps, in
addition to Smith, who was bought by
Cleveland a year ago and turned over to
Nashville without a trial. Outfielder Jud
Daley was once an Athletic recruit,
Catcher Erwin was once a Tiger, while
Steele pitched for the Red Sox and Bar-
ger for the Yankees. Jerry Downs,
bought from Columbus, was a Tiger for
several seasons, while Northen was with
the Browns for a brief period.

Boston Has Veterans.
Boston has a collection of five former

American pastimers in Cy, Young, Otto
Hess, Scotty Ingerton, Jay Kirke and
Houser, the big first sacker, who was
Harry Davis1 understudy. Cincinnati
has an even half dozen in Grant and
McLean, each a Nap for five minutes;
Bob Bescher, a Tiger recruit; Suggs, an¬
other ex-Tiger; Frank Smith, late of the
White Sox, and Bob Keefe, who used to
pitch for the Yankees.
Frank Chance is another who believes

that former American League players
are good enough for him. He has Jimmy
Archer, who did not appeal to Hughey
Jennings: tVilbur Goode, formerly of the
Naps and Yankees; Charley Smith, who
served with the Naps, Nationals and Red
Sox, and Shean, one of Connie Mack's
recruits a few years ago.

Quakers Have Quintet.
Earl Moore, Cliff Curtiss, Kiiiifer,

Cravath and Madden are the ex-Amer-
ican Leaguers with the Phillies, Cra-

vath having been a member of two Amer¬ican League-clubs and Moore of two..Pitcher Tesreau, formerly of Detroit,and Maxwell, an ex-Athletic, are the
former Americans with the Giants.
Marty O'Toole, Pitcher Nagle and MikeDonlin of the Pirates had trials withthe Boston Red Sox, while Roger Bres-
nahan was an American League playerwhen Baltimore was a member of the
younger big circuit.

BOWLING BATTLES.
COMMERCIAL LEAGUE.

Boston Baking Co. Rudolph & Wost.
Int. 2d. 3d. 1st. 2d. "d.Reinhart.. 93 78 99 W.C'ptou. 97 79Owen 94 93 SI PoKtflniiie 70Hclnzuian 100 87 90 St'ch'be.. 96 76 86Murray... 91 82 83 Cotter.... 77 S3 87Duikett... 88 108 111 R.O'pton.. 76 08 02

Wilson 70 90
Totals.. 466 448 464 Totals.. 418 426 454

Y. M. C. A. LEAGUE.
Algonquins. Sioux.Hunter... 109 78 123 Millers... 03 92 87Etobison. 100 97 92 Riffle 104 113 UK!Williams. 93 99 87 Yeatman. 83 99 87

Totals.. 302 274 302 Totals.. 280 304 280
MT. PLEASANT BOWLING LEAGUE.Kenyon. Fairmont.Pattison.. 158 171 175 Adams.... 143 227 176G. Russell 166 130 135 Lesh 173 141 ,140RabaJc 151 159 152 Lassague. 157 136 166Clawson.. 167 177 118 Rowley... 169 159 146A. Russell 170 143 169 Rocpke... 160 190 192

Totals.. 812 800 749 Totals.. S02 853 820
ARCADE LEAGUE.

Immanuela. Arcade Market.Poole 117 73 89 Tassa 99 82 86Errln.... 100 98 101 Taylor.... 102 101 1U6Wilson... 82 85 ... Bres'lian.. 102 116 103Markward 92 Chaconas. 95 96 92Kieny 89 103 78 Gue 106 92 92Rlch'dson. 90 96 87

Totals.. 478 455 447 Totals.. 504 487 479
SOUTHERN RAILWAY LEAGUE.
Car Record. Tie and Timber.Sparks... 76 78 81 Hurd 103 104 96

Burr 96 86 97 Young.... 87 88 84Srott 99 87 82 Good 91 110 83Blaisdell.. 103 109 105 Credille.. 98 93 108
Coe 129 80 96 Craven 96 96 9.3

Totals.. 503 440 461 Totals.. 475 491 466
NATIONAL CAPITAL LEAGUE.
Casinos. Nationals.

Tbye 99 107 97 Fowler... 116 107 111
Goodman. 121 119 108 Knmm... 05 105 111
Moore.... 141 99 87 Oebler... 95 82 96
Pearson.. 101 102 98 Wells 87
H'ksw'th. 92 116 110 Young OH 99

Roberts.. 89 119 92
*

Totals.. 554 543 500 Totals.. 482 506 509
WASHINGTON RAILWAY RELIEF LEAGUE.

Lighting Co. Southern.
Gardner.. 126 126 107 S.M'I'tirc 245 149 141
Merrill... 141 156 146 Philo 151 149 159
¦Magruder 142 ... 127 R.MTtire 138 142 134
Logan 146 123 15t White.... 145 227 188
Goodhart. 142 132 162 Mell 145 188 151
Lustlg 123 ...

Totals.. 697 660 693 Totals.. 824 855 773
NORTHEASTERN DUCKPIX LEAGUE.

Fatiiuas. Bills.
Tan Ness. 92 80 96 DuBitskoj 86 91 85
E.BVh'n 102 94 84 Campbell. 86 S7 78
Paladine. 90 90 90Jessops... 90 90 91
Lauzlmar 88 84 92 Mace 93 84 JOl
Wooden.. 137 106 85 Xalley... 113* 98 103

Totals.. 509 454 447 Totals.. 468 450 458
COLONIAL LEAGUE.

Knickerbockers. Pilgrims.
Warren.. 169 223 205 Lewers... 225 145 107
Berrall.. 196 188 172 Page 152 156 172
Roa'g'ten. 156 185 162 Smith.... 210 172 137
Rodrk-k.. 191 212 195 Brush 167 167 191
Parker. .. 163 178 199 Harwood. 159 201 191

Totals.. 875 986 933 Totals.. 913 841 888
Virginians. Continentals.

Whitney. 150 156 16S Barclay.. 169 161 189
Gore 174 189 190 Sherwood 199 162 lxl
Mitchell. 149 123 179 Sunwould 151 164 150
Brook.... 152 141 157 Ricker... 172 180 163
Wenner.. 108 129 165 Davidson. 125 156 157

Totals.. 733 738 859 Totals.. 816 823 840

Champion Ad Wolgast
NEW YORK, March 12..Owen Moran,

the clever British lightweight, will show
Gotham fight fans this evening at the
Fairmont A. C. just how good he Is. Owney
will battle Pal Moore ten rounds. It's
an important contest for Moran, for.
by btating Moore, he will be in line for
another chance at Champion Wolgast.
Also the lightweights around here will
have to fight him or remain under cover.
Moran has prepared faithfully for this

bout. He knows that Moore is a danger¬
ous customer and hard to beat. Moore
ha3 gone through innumerable stbnts to
get into shape, for he realizes that a

victory over Moran will mean a great
boost.
Moran has only appeared here once,

when he easily defeated Joo Bedell In
Brooklyn. That showing was good enough
to make Moran figure about the best
lightweight in our mlBst. The English¬
man has challenged Wolgast, but the
latter declines to accept until Moran
makes good in the east.

ALLEGES BASE BALL TRUST.

Illinois Representative Denounces It
and Demands Investigation.

A congressional investigation of the
"base ball trust, the most audacious and
autocratic trust in the country," was pro¬
posed in a resolution introduced by Rep¬
resentative Gallagher of Illinois yester¬
day. The measure would create a special
committee of seven representatives to in¬
quire of the Department of Justice "what
steps have been taken against the base
ball trust as against other illegal com¬

binations,'* to subpoena witnesses and
employ assistants.
It accused the "base ball trust" of pre¬

suming "to control the base ball game, its
officials announcing daily through the
press the dictates of a governing commis¬
sion; how competition is stifled, territory
and games apportioned, prices fixed which
millions must pay to witness the sport;
how men are enslaved and forced to ac¬
cept salaries and terms or be forever
barred' from playing."
Mr. Gallagher said the Department of

Justice knew that there was such a trust
under the law and that he would confer
with the department in a day or two.

INVITES INVESTIGATION.

Ban Johnson Makes Hot Reply to
Allegation of Gallagher.

CHICAGO, March 12..When informed
of the Gallagher resolution President B.
B. Johnson of the American League said:
"We would be glad to have an Investi¬

gation. There is no base ball trust and
competition is not stifled. Any one who
desires is welcome to get in the game.
"So far as men being enslaved is con¬

cerned, a large number of the players are

drawing salaries in excess of what is paid
to congressmen. That does not look much
like enslavement."
President T. M. Chivington of the Amer¬

ican Association said: "Any resolution
of that sort presented to Congress must
be based on lack of information of the
extent, purpose and operation of what is

Easter is not
a month away.
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Taiioresl to Omen
Don't take chances on picking

a tfit from a pile of rcadymade
clothing.
We'll make you a swell Suit

in this season's style, guaran¬
teeing you a perfect lit or mak¬
ing no charge.
Our tailors do more than lit

you.they express your individ¬
uality.your class. They i«et
you apart from the man whose
clothes merely lit his figure.

Suits to Order,

I

tiir

$
Tree Blue Serge, $16
Quality Serge, $25
Every Suit Made \
On the premises under Mr.
Omohundro's jiers'onal super¬
vision insures entire suit satis¬
faction' to every man. If wo

fail to please we wil refund
your money.

'i.
1

The most modern and
best equipped Tailoring
IIouso in Washington.
where expert tailoring
talent only is employed.

Omohundro
.The Tailor.

818 F St.
Full Dress and Tuxedo Suits

for Hire.

S. J. MEEKS' SONS,
Auto and Body Ilulldin;.

, . pliolsterinjr.Coach «£&
Works, 622 G St. N.W.

known as organized base ball. As a mat¬
ter of fact, there is no violation of fed¬
eral, state or municipal law in the oper¬
ation of organized base ball."

OLYMPIC TRY-OUTS.

Western Trials to Be Held at Evans-
ft

ton June 8.
CHICAGO. March l'J. Two changes

were made last night in connection with
the try-outs for the Olympic games in th*
west.
The try-outs will be held on the North¬

western University Held at Evanston in¬
stead of at Marshall Field at the l*n'.-
versity of Chicago and the date for hold¬
ing them will be June N Instead of
May 25.
Everett C. Brown of the American

Olympic executive committee suggested
the change in the date, holding that it
would be easier to get together the best
athletes of the country at this time in¬
stead of in May.
The field was changed because it is said

the Evanston traok is much faster than
the one at Marshall Field.

Duchesne to Wrestle Maupus.
Tom Duchesne, the popular Fall Jlivw

grappler, will meet A1 Maupus of Balti¬
more Thursday evening on the stage of
the Lyceum Theater and one of the hard¬
est fought battles of the season will
surely result. Both men are well known
in tjie game and have been longing to
meet each other in a finish match. This
match was closed yesterday and a large
delegation from Baltimore will be on
band to witness the contest.

MRS. MUTT MUST HAVE HAD A HUNCH ? ? By "Bud" Fisher

m


