
WEATHER.
Unsettled tonight and Thurs¬

day, with occasional rains; light
variable winds.
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STRUCK WITH AX
AND THEN ROBBED

Charles A. Stockett, Attacked
in His 18th Street

Store.

CONDITION IS CRITICAL,
, AS SKULL IS FRACTURED

STegro Assailant Hunted by Police,
Who Have a Good

Description.

< rt ,\. stoc»kit

Charles A. Stockett, sixty-five years old.
residing at 500 B street southeast, and in
business at 2010 18th street northwest,
was assaulted with an ax and robbed
of his pocketbook. containing about ?30
In cash, and his gold watch this morning
about .8:30 o'clock, shortly after he had

opened his store. His skull was frac¬

tured and he Is In a critical condition.
A colored man employed In the vicinity

of the store found the unconscious form
of the merchant 011 the floor of the store.

He was attacked only a few minutes be¬

fore he was found, the police believe, as a

colored woman had made a small pur-

<-h*$« sow after the store was opened.
Mr. Stockett regained consciousness and

¦was able to tell of the attack and furnish
a description of the robber. He was taken
to Emergency Hospital, where he re¬

peated the story of the attack to Detec¬
tives Pratt and Fortenev.

Assailant's Description.
"He was a man :iboui six feet tall,

said a pedestrian, who saw the assailant
leave the store, "and was about thirty-
five or forty years old. He had a light
smooth "face and wore a dark suit and
light hat-"

t .

At the hospital the opinion was ex¬

pressed that the blow had been delivered
with the broad side of the ax, although
the scalp was cut. Surgeons deemed it
necessary to perform an operation.

Called at Another Store.

The police this afternoon learned that a

man answering the description of the as¬

sailant has been seen in the neighborhood
of ISth and U streets on several morn¬

ings recently. Frequently, It is stated, he
visited the store of Mrs. Rebecca L.
Wakefield. 1T>0-Fiorida avenue, and asked
for articles that are not usually kept in
euch stores.
Mrs Wakefield, suspecting something

wrong, usually called out as if there was

a man In a rear room of the store, and her
ruse generallv caused the colored man to
leave without attempting robbery.
Should the assailant be found, it is

stated, he can easily be identified. The
colored man, Chandler, is positive he will
be able r to recognize him and several
other persons also obtained a good look
at him

.

The story of the murderous attack re¬

called to the police the murder of William
11 Mickle, tobacconist, near 7th and L.
streets northwest, two years ago, al¬
though in that case It was thought the
crime was committed by a white man and
the weapon used was a wrench. That

' mystery remains unsolved.
When Mr. Stockett reached his store a

colored man, who later assaulted and
robbed him, entered and asked to be
shown an ax. Tae merchant showed him
one, and the prospective customer was
examining the instrument, it is stated,
when a colored woman was seen walking
in the direction of the store.

Leaves to Get Money.
It is believed that the woman's ap¬

proach prevented the attack at that time.
The man quickly remarked that he want¬
ed to see his employer and get the 60
. exits for the ax, and he left the store.
Shortly after the woman entered and

purchased a small quantity of oil. There
had been nothing about the conduct of
the man to suggest anything wrong. It
frequently happens that persons Inspect
goods, go away, and return for them,
and when the colored man did so this
morning it did not arouse the merchant's
suspicions.
Returning to the store shortly before

s:30 o'clock, an hour when many persons
were passing along the street going to
their places of employment, the colored
man said. "I've come back to get the
:\x." and the merchant picked it up and
handed it to him.
Sir. Stockett was able to recall noth¬

ing more of what happened. The force
«>f the blow on the right side of his
head back of his ear had fractured his
skull and rendered him unconscious. He
.emalned In that condition on the floor
until he was found by James A. I'hanO-
!-r. colored, of Champlain avenue
lorthwest.
«'handler was working at the corner

;>..low the store, and he canie in to pur-
liase supplies. When near the door he
aw the merchant's assailant hurry
out the door and start away. As soon
is he entered and saw the prostrate
urm of the dealer on the floor he «ound-
. i an alarm. Soon a crowd of curious
f-rsoni were abut the place.
Several persons saw the assailant about
¦jc time be left the store, and they were
:>!e to furnish good descriptions of him.

Resident Here for Tears.
Jr. Stockett. who has many relatives
the vicinity of Annapolis. Md., has

.. o a resident of this city many years,
formerly was a member <>f the firm

. f Stockett &. Flake, blank book manu¬
facturers. stationer- and printers, fie is
.< widower and resides with his brother,
George Stockett, who is employed in the
navy yard.
Two other brothers of the wounded man

are Edward Stockett, member of a sta¬
tionery firm, and John Stockett. clerk In
the War Department. A sister, Miss Mary
E. Stockett, is principal of the Maury
Public School, in Northeast Washington.
Mr. Stockett is prominent in Masonic

circles. He is a member of Orient Com¬
mander}*, K T., and Naval Lodge, F. A.
A. M.
During the investigation of the case

the police were told that the robbery and
assault probably was the work of some
person who was familiar with the store
and its surroundings. They were told
that the hardware merchant usually car¬
ried a large sum of money in his wal¬
let and that the wallet was carried In hla
inside vest pocket.
"Mr. Stockett probaoly had displayed

his wallet while making change," said
one of his friends to the police, "and the
sight of the money proved the temptation
to which the colored assailant yielded."

two hOgeTDrkeys
FOR WHITE HOUSE

Mrs. Wilson Must Decide Be¬
tween Rhode Island and

Kentucky Birds.

HORACE VOSE SENDS ONE;
SOUTH TRIMBLE SECOND

Both Have Been Especially Fed and
Guaranteed to Be Unlike

Common Fowls.

Probably no housekeeper in the land is
confronted by the same problem that
must be solved by Mrs. Woodrow Wilson
tomorrow morning, when she is consulted
by the cook as to the menu for the
Thanksgiving dinner of the presidential
family. Every good housewife can ap¬
preciate the situation when it is stated
that two immense turkeys have been
sent to Cie President for his dinner that
day.one by a prominent Kentucky dem¬
ocrat, South Trimble, clerk of the House,
and the other by Horace Vose of Wester¬
ly. R. I., who has furnished the turkey
that has been used by the White House
1 hanksglving day for forty-three years.
Vose has had a monopoly of feeding

turkeys to Presidents Thanksgiving days
so long that he probably had no idea
t^at there would be opposition, but in
these days of destruction of monopolies
no one is certain where he stands, and
\ ose will ascertain that another has en¬
tered his exclusive field.

Vose Turkey a Whopper.
The Vose turkey, the forty-third to

reach the kitchen of the White House in
as many years, arrived today. It is a

huge gobbler, already dressed for the
oven, and weighing thirty-seven pounds,
the biggest that ever cume from the Vose
turkey ranch. Vose has fed it on special
foods for seven weeks, and it is guaran¬
teed to cairy a flavor no ordinary turkey
ever had or will have. South Trimble s
turkey is expected during the day. Orig¬
inally it was claimed to weigh "twenty-
e.ght pounds, but since the Vose turkev
got in the weight of the Kentucky turkey
has been going up. At last accounts it
weighed thirty pounds and was still put¬
ting on flesh. Trimble has not given out
the dietary list which was used in put-
ting it into good order, but he indicates
that there is no food in Rhode Island
that can compare with the Kentucky
material that went down the proud throat
of this Kentucky gobbler.

Choice a Hard One.
But leaving this all aside, Mrs. Wil¬

son must decide which of the turkeys will
be used tomorrow. Vose has precedent
back of him, while Trimble is a democrat
of high rank. It is possible to settle the
proposition tactfully by cooking both the
same day, but this is considered unlikely.
Mr. Trimble also sent to Secretary Tu¬

multy a Kentucky turkey of the same

breed as that ready for the President.
Tomorrow will be a quiet day in the

White House. The President probably
win attend the Pan American mass in St.
Patrick's Church and will attend services
in his own church if possible. The Wil¬
son family and a few friends will partake
of the Thanksgiving dinner. In the after-
noon the President may go golfing.
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson and members of

the family are going to New York Satur-
day to witness the Navy-West Point foot
ball game. The President and his party
plan to leave Washington at noon Fri¬
day. It is understood they will spend
Friday night in New York as guests of
Col. E. M. House, the President's closest
personal friend.

FAN-AMEBICAN MASS PLANS.

No Seats Will Be Reserved After 11
O'Clock Tomorrow Morning.

It was announced at St. Patrick's
Church today that no seats will be re¬

served at that church tomorrow.
Thanksgiving ^iay, after H a.m., the
hour at which is to begin" the Pan-
American mass, which is to be attended
by the Latin American diplomats on

duty in Washington, and, It is ex¬
pected, President Wilson and some
members of the cabinet.

It is also announced that there will
be fifty voices in the sanctuary choir,
seventy voices in the mixed choir and
that the organ music will be aug¬
mented by a full orchestra.

CHILDREN GIVE TO POOB.

Thanksgiving Observed in Schools
of the Capital.

Thanksgiving, although it does not

; properly come until tomorrow, was ob-
served in the District public schools to¬
day, inasmuch as the youngsters will

: be given holiday for the lemainder of
the week. In some of the larger schools ;

j special exercises were held in observance
j of the day. In those where no formal

j ceremonies were attempted the teachers
gave little talks or read stories telling
of the day and Its significance.
Collections were taken up for the poor

children. By means of the money con-
.tributed today score* of unfortunate
children who have not the proper cloth¬
ing will b*> enabled to attend school. The
feature, w hii h it* an annual one was
authorized recently by the board .of edu¬
cation.

Oil Concessions Abandoned.
LONDON, November 26..The oil and

other concessions obtained by Lord
Murray of Elibank in the republic of
Colombia, where he. went on behalf of
the Pearson concern, have been sur¬
rendered by Lord Cowdray. who decided
today to abandon all efforts to carry
through the proposed exploitation.

Elmira's Postmaster Dies.
KLM1RA. N. V., November -6..David

Murd«.ck Pratt, postmaster and president
,of the Second National Bank, is dead. He
succumbed to heart disease yesterday.

Democratic Program in Sen
ate Calls for Enactment

Before Christmas.

ORDER NIGHT SESSIONS,
NO RECESS IN HOLIDAYS

Determination of Leaders Is to Bind

Every Democrat to Sup¬
port the Bill.

A currency law before Christmas, if
possible, was the decree of the Senate
democratic caucus today. The members
voted to adopt a program of day and
night sessions to to use every possible
means to push the bill through the Sen¬
ate. There was not a dissenting vote
in the caucus. No Christmas recesses will
be taken, except for Christmas day, un¬
less the measure should be passed before
Christinas.
"The bill will be passed before the

Christmas holidays," was the emphatic
prediction of Senator O'Gorman of New-
York, as he left the conference chamber
this afternoon.
Two resolutions were adopted by the

caucus. One offered by Senator O'Gor¬
man provided the program of meetings
of the Senate to pass the currency bill.
It was as follows:
"It is the sense of this conference that,

beginning December 1, the Senate shall
meet at 10 o'clock in the morning, shall
sit until (> o'clock in the evening; shall
recess until S o'clock in the evening, and
shall sit from 8 until 11 o'clock in the
evening, each day, until the currency bill
be voted upon, and that no Christmas
recess be taken except for Christmas
day, unless the currency bill be passed
prior thereto, the adjournment being j
from December 24 until December 28."
The second resolution adopted was as

follows:
"That the democratic conference re¬

convene immediately after the adjourn¬
ment of the Senate today, and continue
during the rest of this week unless the
consideration of the banking and cur-
rency bill is sooner terminated."

Plan of the Leaders.
It is the determination of the demo¬

cratic leaders to have the conference
adopt a currency bill, and to bind every
democratic member of the Senate to
vote for this bill. As soon as It meets
this afternoon the caucus will begin
framing this bill.
The democratic senators believe that

the time has arrived when, as the party
in power, they must take speedy and
definite action on the currency bill. Inti¬
mations have been received here that the
country is awaiting currency legislation
and that failure to speedily give the re¬
lease demands may result in an em¬
barrassing condition from financial
standpoint.
Senator Hitchcock, democrat, who has

been the leading opponent of the admin¬
istration currency measure and who has
Insisted upon deilbera-te action on the cur¬
rency. measure, left Washington last
night to go to his home in Nebraska.

Senator Gallinger Has Doubts.
"I do not think the program adopted by

the democrats will work out," was the
comment of Senator Oalllnger, republi¬
can leader of the Senate, this afternoon.
"I do not think there is the slightest
possibility of the currency bill being
passed before Christmas."
Senator Gailinger said it had not yet

been decided whether a republican con¬

ference would be called. It is considered
likely, however, that such a course will
be taken.
The program decided upon by the demo¬

crats is the most drastic yet adopted in
connection with tiie currency bill, and
shows the determiantlon of the demo¬
cratic leaders in the Senate to stand by
the President and prevent indefinite de¬
lays on the blli in the next Congress,
which is to open Monday.
The President was not consulted about

the caucus program, buX is said to be
highly gratified at the support he is
getting from his party.

Offers New System.
A federal reserve system, differing

from any in the currency bills now pend¬
ing before the Senate, was advocated, by
Senator Newlands of Nevada, who ad¬
dressed the Senate soon after it met at
2 o'clock this afternoon. This system
was first presented by Senator Newlands
several years ago in opposition to the Aid-
rich central bank plan.
While admitting the need for early ac¬

tion on the currency question, and the
necessity for the democrats, the dominat¬
ing party, to shape the legislation, Sena¬
tor Newlands urped that his plan be
given consideration along with the others.
He said that he thought any of the plans
suggested, were superior to the existing
banking and currency system of the
country.
Senator Newlands' plan, as described by

him this afternoon, embraces the follow¬
ing suggestions: First, the strengthening
of the individual banks of the country
engaged in interstate commerce state or
national; second, the unionizing of all
banks within the boundaries of a state in !
a state reserve association; third, the
establishment of a federal reserve asso- i
elation at Washington, the members of
which shall be the state reserve associa¬
tions. The development of Mr. Newlands'
plan is provided for in a resolution which
he has laid before the Senate. It is as
tollows:

Resolution Before the Senate.
"That within live years the capital of

tevery commercial bank, national and
state, engaged in interstate commerce!
shall be required to be equal to at least i
12 per cent of its deposits and that ac- |
eeptance of deposits beyond this propor- J
tion shall be forbidden except upon pro-
portionate increase of capital.
"That within five years the reserve of j

such banks shall be required to be equal
to at least 12 per cent of the deposits,
except in reserve cities, where it shall
equal 15 per cent.
"That of such reserve held by country j

banks, one-third may be deposited in re-
serve city banks.
"That of such reserve, one-third shall

be deposited in the state reserve associa¬
tions hereafter referred to. |
"That there shall be organized In every

state a state reserve association in which
the membership of all commercial banks,
both national and state, shall be compul¬
sory as a condition of the continued ex¬
istence of the national banks and of the
privilege of continuing in interstate com¬
merce as to the state banks.

To Deposit Fart of Cash Reserve.
. That each member bank shall deposit

and forever maintain In such state re¬
serve association at least one-third of
its cash reserve. Such state reserve as¬
sociation shall have powers of .super¬
vision and regulation of its member
batiks, and also the power of rediscount
of commercial paper, guaranteed by the
;netnber bank, the reserve of such mem-

(Continued on Second Page.)
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FIRES CAUSE BIG LOSS
Grand Trunk Railway Com¬
pany's Shops Destroyed and

Other Buildings Burned.

PORT HURON, Mich., November 26..
The Grand Trunk Railway Company's
shops in this city were destroyed by
fire today, causing- a property loss es¬

timated at nearly $1,000,000 and throw¬
ing: about 1,000 men temporarily out of
employment. The origin of the tire has
not been determined.
AKRON. Ohio, November 26..Fire

early today destroyed the Woods block
in the heart of the business district of
this city, causing an estimated loss of
$500,000. Two firemen were injured, one

seriously. The cause of the lire has not
been determined. Two hundred guests
in a hotel across the street from the
burning block were prepared for a

hasty exit, but the flames did not reach
that building.
EDMONTON, Alberta, November 26..

There was a loss of $250,000 in the
.vholesale district last night and this
morning when fire swept the McKenny
block and destroyed the stock of sev¬
eral wholesale firms.

WIRELESS NEWS ON TRAIN.

Passengers Informed of Important
Events as Carrier Speeds On.

SCRANTON, Pa., November 26..News
bulletins received by wireless telegraph
were displayed on a moving passenger
train yesterday on the Lackawanna rail¬
road. The train was traveling at the rate
of sixty miles an hour i»etween this city
and Binghamtnn, N. V. A Scranton news¬

paper sent 250 worda from the Lackawan¬
na wireless station. One of the dispatches
was on the battle in Mexico, another re¬

garding the threatened strike in Schnec-
tady and another from Washington re¬
lating to the Mexican situation.

GIRLS AEE MORE THRIFTY.

American Society Awards Frizes to
School Children for Essays.

CHICAGO, November 26..Girls are

more thrifty than hoys. This is the con¬

clusion reached by officials of the Ameri¬
can Society for Thrift, which yesterday
awarded prizes, to school children for the
best definition of thrift and for the best
narrative of an individual instance of
thrift. Three times as many girls as

boys entered the contest. The soc.ety was

organized for the encouragement of thrift
apiong young Americans.
Hazel Haag. a pupil in the Warren

High School, Warren, Pa., won first prize
of $10 for the best definition of tnrifi
with the following:
"Thrift is management of one's affairs

in such manner that the value of one's
possessions is being constantly in¬
creased."

Condemns 830 Pairs of Rabbits.
PITTSBURGH. November 26..Meat In¬

spector Frank Huff yesterday condemned
800 pairs of rabbits offered for sale In a

local market. The warm weather of the
last few davs is said to have caused the
animals to decay. Two wagons were
needed to haul the coimscated game
away.

Shop Early
For Christmas
Early in the day for your

own sake and the sake of
the clerks.

Early in the season for
the sake of the friends you
wish to remember. You

. can't choosc well at the
1 last minute.

F. W. CARPENTER CHOSEN
GOVERNOR OF MOROS

Is the First Civilian to Ever
Hold This Office in That

Province.

Prank W. Carpenter of New York and
Nebraska, one of the oldest men in the
Philippines service, has been selected as

governor of the Moro province of the
Philippine Islands, according to cable dis¬
patches reaching Washington today.
Mr. Carpenter has for a number of

years been the executive secretary of the
Philippines government. He went to the
islands in 1890. He first served as as¬

sistant secretary.
It is possible that as a result of the

appointment of a civilian governor of the
Moro province.and, by the way, Mr. Car¬
penter will be the first civilian who has
ever held this office either in Spanish
times or since the American occupation-
there will be a redistribution of troops
in the Philippine Islands, but the War
Department has not as yet announced
any decision in that regard.
Gov. Gen. Forbes had for some time

contemplated the appointment of a civil¬
ian as governor of the Moro province
when Gen. Pershing was relieved from
duty in the Philippines. Gov. Gen. Har¬
rison has decided, after looking over the
ground and consulting with Gen. Bell
and Gen. Pershing, to carry out tliis plan.

Inspection Trip Finished.
Gov. Gen. Harrison has reported by

cable to the War Department that he |
had finished the inspection trip through
the Moro province with Gen. J. Franklin
Bell, commanding the Philippines Divi- J
sion, and Gen. Pershing, commanding
the Moro district, and governor of the I
Moro province. The party visited I^anao,
Zamboanga, t'otabato, Jolo, Siasi, Ca-
gayan, Sulu and Palawan.
The governor reports that peace is es¬

tablished throughout the province, and
expresses the belief- that it will be per¬
manent, with the exception of possible
small sporadic disturbances in Jolo. Thip
governor was informed that wonderful
progress, particularly on the Island of
Mihdanao, had been made in the last
few years.

CHAMP CLARK'S DISCLAIMER.

Speaker Declares He Has No Job-
Getting Influence.

ST. LOUIS, November 26..Champ
Clark. Speaker of the House of Repre¬
sentatives, in a letter to W. A. Bode of
Alton, 111., a personal friend, has en¬

tered a disclaimer of any "job-getting
influence" or any intention to interfere
in the distribution of patronage out¬
side of his congressional district. Bode
has been mentioned as a possible can¬
didate for the postmastership of Alton.
The Speaker wrote: "I have nb more

to do with post oftices in Illinois than
the man in the moon. So far, outside
of post offlccs, I have been able to
secure three small offices for my dis¬
trict.two of them hardly worth hav¬
ing, and the other minister to Bolivia.
Whv anybody would want that office I
have never been able to understand."

Carries Unusual Ore Cargo.
SUPERIOR. Wis., November 26..The

most unusual ore cargo ever shipped from
the Superior harbor was taken out by the
steamer Verona today. It contained five
iiiff^rent jrrades of ore. from as many dif¬
ferent mines and was loaded at three dif¬
ferent dock svstems.the Great Northern,
Northern Pacific and Mesaba. The Ve¬
rona is the last boat to take ore this year
from the Northern Pacific and Mesaba
docks.

Keel Cast for Shamrock IV.
GOSPORT, England, November 2G..Sir

Thomas Lipton and a few friends were

present today at the casting of the leaden
keel of the Shamrock IV. The event took
place at the shipbuilding yards of Charles
10 Nicholson, the designer of the new
challenger foV the America'* cap. T||e
keel weighs eighty tons.

GEN. BOOTH LEAVES U. S.
Drunken Man Last to Shake

Salvation Army. Lead¬
er's Hand.

-S 1

NEW YORK,* November 26..Gen. Brain-
well Booth, head of the Salvation Army,
sailed for his English home today on the
steamship France. A drunken man was
the last to shake his hand. The police
tried to stop the man as he broke through
the crowd, but Gen. oBoth restrained
them. The Salvation Army leader took
the trembling hand extended toward him.
"God bless you, brother." he said. "Stop
drinking and serve God."
Two thousand Salvation Army members

escorted their commander to the wharf.
With Gen. Booth sailed the staff that ac¬

companied him on this, his lirst visit to
America. His stay lasted twenty-seven
days.
"I had a very pleasant meeting with

my brother Ballington," he said, "and I
hope to see him in England next summer.
Since that meeting it has been shown that
although the Saivation Army and the Vol¬
unteers of America will probably never
actually consolidate, they will work hand
in hand for a common salvation of man.

1 have been made so happy by this visit
that I hope to repeat it, probably as

early as next year, when 1 go on my
world tour."

EX-GOV. COBB BEAD.

Former Executive of Alabama a Vic¬
tim of Old Age.

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.. November 20..R.
W. Cobb, Governor of Alabama from 1878
to 1KS<>, died of old age this morning *at
his home at Woodiawn. 1'p to a few
years a«o lie was active in political and
civic life. lie was born at Asheville, Aia.
February 2T>, He entered the Con¬
federate army in lfttil, remaining until
the close of the war.
After the war Mr. Cobb was elected

state senator from Shelby county, Ala¬
bama. Later he became probate judge of
the county, then governor of the state.

HOPE TO END STRIKE.

Colorado Coal Miners and Operators
Meet at Statehouse.

DENVER. Col., November 20..The
stage was set here today for the opening
conference between operators and strik¬
ing coal miners' committees. A room ad¬
joining Gov. Aminon s private office in
tthe statehouse was set aside for the use
of the conferees.
It was hoped that today's meeting would

result in enaing the strike In the Colorado
coal fields or at least bring about a truce
until the next state assembly convenes,
in January, 1M15, when miners and oper¬
ators might introduce such bills for the
regulation of the mining industry as they
aeem advisable.
The governor and Secretary of l^abor

W. B. Wilson were to be within call in
I he event their advice was desired.

BARS CHAIBS IN SALOONS.

St. Louis Excise Board Also Ban¬
ishes Tables and Music.

ST. LOUIS, November 2t»..All card
tables, chairs and music were banished
from saloons in St. Louis county today by
R. J. Fine, progressive member of the
county excise board.
"Card tables." he said, "lead men to play

games for drink and men who play cards
all day drink all day. Th«.-y stay away
from their homes. By taking tables and
chairs out of the saloons I think I have
done away with loungers who warm the
chairs until somebody comes in with an
offer to treat."

Bryan Speaks at Lynchburg, Va.
LYNCHBURG, Va., November 26..

William Jennings Bryan, Secretary of
State, arrived here today to make two
iiddruEEfcs. He spoke to the. Virginia
Co-operative Educational Association
this afternoon, and will address a pub¬
lic gathering tonight Mr. Bryan is
a guest of Representative Carter Glass.

FISHER IS PLACED
ON TRIAL FOR LIFE

Clubman Accused of Murder of
William L. Altdorfer at

Chevy Chase, Md.
*

STATE WILL ENDEAVOR
TO ESTABLISH A MOTIVE

Court Seeks to Expedite Hearing,
and Case May Go to the

Jury Today.

Special J pi»m a Staff OV»rrespo[vIeiit.
ROCK\ ILLE, Md., November 2t>..Wil-

Ham J. Fisher, clubman and employe of
the isthmian canal commission, who is
charged with the murder of William L.
Altdorfer, a newspaper writer, at the
.atter s home in Chevy Chase, Md.. the
night of August "25» last, was placed on
trial for his life in the Montgomery
county circuit court today.
The greater part of the morning was

occupied In obtaining a jury, the entire
petit panel of twenty-five and an ad¬
ditional twenty talesmen being vused up
before the twelve jurors were obtained.
Judges Edward B. Peter «md Glenn H.
Worthington presided on the bench. The
prosecution was conducted by State's At¬
torney W. Outerbridge Spates, assisted by
John A. Garrett, who was specially ap¬
pointed by the court. Fisher's defense
was in the hands of Arthur C. Peter and
Thomas Dawson.
The jury finally sworn in consisted of

the following: George A. Day, foreman;
Henry G. Smoot, Ctiarles A. Spates. Wal¬
ter Magruder, John M. S. Bowie. Harvey
Schwartz. C. Parker Jones, J. Richard
Harris, Leonidas Ricketts, James K.
Broadhurst, William C. Dove and Walter
E. Terry.

Thirty Witnesses for State.
More than thirty witnesses l^ve been

summoned by the prosecution, while the
defense expects to rest its evidence on

the statement to be made by not more

than half a dozen.
Present when the case began this morn¬

ing were Mrs. Altdorfer, Miss Lillian
Reeves, adopted daughter of the Alt-
dorfers, and Lewis Turner, jr.
The opening statement for the prose¬

cution was made by State Attorney
Spates, who described the events Immedi¬
ately preliminary to the tragedy in the
little Chevy Chase bungalow.
The state's attorney said: "We expect

to show by witnesses that William L.
Altdorfer was perhaps the meanest man
on the face of the earth; that he had
not a single friend in the world so far
ax can be learned; that he was irritab«e,
bad tempered, cross, impossible to get
along with and without a single prepos¬
sessing characteristic."

To Establish a Motive.
The state's attorney in his statement

made it clear that the prosecution will
aim to establish the existence of a defi¬
nite motive for the killing of Altdorfer
at Fisher's hands.
Lewis Turner, jr.. next-door neiKhbor

to the Altdorfers, was the first witness
called by the state. In response to.ques¬
tions from Attorney Garrett. Mr. Turner
related the occurrences of the night of
August 13) last, and told of helping Alt¬
dorfer into the house and putting him to
bed. He stated that Altdorfer was in a

practically helpless, intoxicated condition
and that he was unable to walk or talk
coherently. The witness described the
event, following the arrival of Altdorfer
at his home, and described the difficulty
he had in inducing Altdorfer to go to
bed. Mr. Turner's testimony had not
been concluded when the court adjourned
for luncheon.
Judge Peter and Worthington are

manifesting every intention of completing
the taking of testimony today, and it Is
the court's purpose, if possible, to con¬
clude the trial of Fisher before tomor¬
row, even if a lengthy night session of
the court is necessary.

Doctors Tell of Wounds.
Dr. Thomas K. Conrad of Chevy Chase,

who with Dr. Poole, also of Chevy Chase,
performed the autopsy on the body of
Altdorfer, followed Turner on the stand.
In his testimony Dr. Conrad described
the wounds on Altdorfers body and said
that any one of four stab wounds in tne
chest would have been fatal. Two of
the wounds. Dr. Conrad said, penetratert
Altdorfer's heart and severed the main
arteries leading from the heart.
Dr. Poole in his evidence corroborated

the statement of Dr. Conrad lit regard
to the wounds.

It is the intention of State's Attorney
Spates to place Miss Lillian Reeves on
the stand late this afternoon.

Trial Delays a Wedding .

When court convened for the afternoon
session, It was learned that Harvey
Schwartz, one of the jurors, gathered up
on the streets of Rockville by Sheriff
Howard this morning, had an engagement
to be married tonight. Mr. Schwartz had
come to Rockville to procure the mar¬

riage license when he was summoned for
jury duty. When questioned by th«± court

he failed to make known the fact that
his marriage was set for tonight, and it
was not until the luncheon adjournment
that SheriiT Howard learned of this.
father than keep the bride-to-be

waiting at the church the attorneys
for the prosecution and the defense
agreed, if necessary, to permit the
trial to go on with eleven Jurors.
Mr. Schwartz. however. said he

thought he could fix it with the girl]
if he might be permitted to write her a

letter explaining the circumstances, and
the court permitted him to do so, de¬
laying proceedings while the note was
written.

Thirty Chinese Are Drowned.
HONGKONG, ember !i»j..Thirty

Chinese v.cre drowned in the harbor
here today when a launch hi which
they were being oonveyed from the'
wharf to a st«ame ¦ was run down };tid
sunk by the Japanese steamship Sushu.

FEDERALS FLEEING
WITHOUT SUPPUES

Decisive Victory of the Consti¬
tutionalists Reported

From Juarez.

HUERTA ARMY IN DESERT
200 MILES FROM BASE

Suffering Among the Wounded of
Both Sides.Great Display

of Fortitude.

EL PASO. Tex.. November 2t>.That
th«* rebels defending Juarez consider all
danger of further attack from the feder¬
al.' as past was evidenced this morning
bv the digging up of mines near the
Juarez Jockey Club, which is to open
the racing season tomorrow, and the de
ftruction ot barbed wire defenses erected
to hold the federals in check. Gen. Villa
still maintained that the federals were in
"full and shameless retreat" over the
hills, with the trains and field pieces in
his (Villa's* possession. A train was ex¬

pected momentarily from the front with
federal prisoners on board. N'o firing
had been heard to the south of Juarez
this morning up to o'clock.
Thus it appears that after thirty hours

of fighting the rebel captors of the town
had flunp back the federal assault and
would hold the border city without d's-
pute. Villa said he would pursue the
federals at once, but he Is known to lack
ammunition and will be forced to d« lay.
regardless of his inclinations in the mat¬
ter.
He maintained that a suflieient rebel

force is now besieging Chihuahua to pre¬
vent the retreating federals from making
their way into the state capital. If he
has captured a 1 their trains the enemy
is left without food or means of trans¬
portation in a desert two hundred miles
from its base.

Hotly Contested Battle.
The last shot fired at Rauclie last night

marked the close of the biggest and
most stubbornly fought battle that has
been recorded in the North American con¬
tinent since the close of the civil war.
There were more men engaged. the line
of battle extended farther and more dead
are reported in the batne of Tierra
Ulanca than In any other In the history
of Mexico.
That the federals will not make an at¬

tempt to reorganize their disabled forces
is generally believed in Juarez. They
have been cut off from the United States
border on the north and from the rest of
Mexico on the south. Rebels control
nearly every city of importance in the
state of Chihuahua arid the state capital
is an iso ated spot on the map of Mexico.

It is impossible, it Is claimed, for the
federals to obtain assistance or supplies
from the south on account of many rebel
commands surrounding the city. As Villa
controls the northern portion of the
state, those federals in Cliihuahua City,
under Gov. Gen. Mercado, will be forced
either to surrender or to starve. Thoy
are said to be destitute of ammunition.

Gen. Caraveo Receives Praise.
Constitutionalist officers both on the

battlefield and in Juarez last night praised
the work of Gen. Caraveo, the last federal
commander to withdraw from the battle
south of Juarez.
Despite the fact that Gen. Caraveo'*

army his greatly outnumbered he kept
up an Incessant fire at the rebels on
their right wing (west of Juarez) and
tried repeated charges in the hope of
bending the line. At 8 o'clock Tuesday
night he still was hammering away at
the rebel intrenchinents, but ceased his
attempt to cut the line an hour later
Gen. Jose Ynez Salazar again was re¬
ported captured, and authentic report.--
from the military barracks in Juarez were
that a detachment of rebels from the east
wing were bringing the federal general to
the city.
Gen. Villa said last night, in a message

to Col. Juan Medina, that he was taking
no chances and would not leave the field
south of Juarez clear for a renewed at¬
tack or feint on the part of the federals
There was some doubt in the minds of
many in Juarez and El Paso as to the
reason of the sudden withdrawal and re¬
treat of the defeated federals. Some be¬
lieve they were out of ammunition and
could not resist another concerted attack
by the aggressive rebel*, while others as¬
sert that the federal generals feared an
attack from the rear by Gen. Manuel
Chao, who was reported within thirty
miles of Juarez coming from the west of
Chihuahua.

Original Constitutionalist.
Gen. Villa is the only one of the origi¬

nal constitutionalists left in the state of
Chihuahua, hiving fought for the princi¬
ples of Frar cisco I. Madero since tho
beginning of the Madero uprising in 1910.
Villa constantly has fought under the
Madero flag. Nearly all of the federal
generals whom Villa defeated in the strug¬
gle at Tierra Blanca and surrounding
country have at various -times fought
under the constitutionalists' flag, but lia\n
deserted the cause and cast their lot with
the Huertaistas

In the triumph of Villa yesterday there
was a victory for the conetltut.onalistm.
Carranzistas and Maderistas*. \ ilia pre¬
fers the name Maderista to that of con¬

stitutionalist. It also gives the consti¬
tutionalists absolute control over the
state of Chihuahua.
The total dead In the battle arc esti¬

mated at about the wounded many
more than this. This was mere guess¬
work, as no Americans have been over
the field and a fog was hanging over

everything this morning.
No Response From Red Cross.

The American Red Cioss has failed to
respond to the appeals for ai I made by
the rebel otttcials yesterday, an I an ef-

fort will be made to obtain money from
other source® to . liable the Kl Paso doc¬
tors and nurses to care tor the wounded.
So !ar oniy men wounded on the lieai
an;! iiody haA <¦ been eared for. Broken
aims and legs an«i Uesh wounds have
i ei '/i >'ed no attention.
Three slightly wounded bandage.l their

hurts as best they could on the lield, witu
clothing, handkerchiefs or anything that
would staunch the fl «w of blood. In sev ¬

eral instances men wer* seen to cut bul¬
lets from their own flesh with pocket
knives that had been dulled by usage 111
camp and upon the march.
The conditions in Juarez are not as bad

as they were a week ago. The bote!*
have been converted into hospitals and all
the wounded are given cots or beds.
Lack of bandages, medicine i»nd the

proper food for the wounded is causiug
the most suffering.
American doctors are willing to help in

the care of the wounded, but they have
little to work with.

Wounded Bebels in Juarez.

Juan N. Medina, chief of staff to Villa,
maintained that all the rebel wounded
had been brought to Juarez. This gi\«s
them a total of about J-V* wounded. He
;;ald their dead numbered about the same.

The federal wounded are to be brought In
today, he declared. All hospital accoin-


