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The Eailroad Bates Plea.
The interstate commerce commission

has before it an issue of vital im¬
portance to the transportation world
and to the country at large, in the
plea of the railroads east of the Mis¬
sissippi and north of the Ohio and Po¬
tomac rivers for authority to increase
rates on all c'asses of freight traffic,
approximately 5 per ^ent. The railroads
base this plea upon the ground that at
the present rates they are unable to
meet their fixed charges and to pay
reasonable dividends and provide for
necessary extensions. They point to nu¬
merous increases on the expense ac¬
count during recent years, notably the
successive increases in wages effected
through virtually forced arbitrations
under federal auspices, the gradual
rise in the cost of all lines of construc¬
tion work, the doubling of crews under
state laws, the adoption of expensive
methods of safeguarding traffic. This
process has been accompanied by a
diminution rather than an increase in
rates, under the jurisdiction of the in¬
terstate commerce commission, and now
th*se railroads ask for a new adjust¬
ment. stating their needs at approxi¬
mately an advance of 5 per cent upon
the rates as they prevail today.
Tiiere is no denying the force of the

railroads' contention that they have
been for some years under stress of a
continuous process of expense increase
without corresponding rate increase. It
may be that the interstate commerce
commission, after a thorough investiga¬
tion of the matter, will hold that the bal¬
ance has been struck and that the ratio
of rates and expenses is now correct, or
it may hold that the pendulum has swung
too far asainst the right of the railroads
to tarn reasonable dividends and author¬
ize somewhat of an increase to restore
the equilibrium. The principle involved
is that of striking the true medium,
with consldeiation both for the railroad
stockholders, whose millions are in¬
vested in these properties, and the rail¬
road users, whose millions are spent in
transportation rates.

It is quite as undesirable to force the
railroads too far under a burden of in¬
creasing expenses as to permit them to
go too far in the direction of high rates
and excessive profits. The essence of
federal regulation of rates is to main¬
tain the right relationship between
costs, rates and profits, and the present
application sets in motion the process
of readjustment that is quits as de¬
sirable from the point of view of ths
railroad user as from that of ths rail¬
road owner. For it is to the interest
of the public that the railroads should
prosper sufficiently to improve their
iines and extend them so as to grant
increasingly valuable service. Railroad
stagnation, from whatever cause, is
harmful to the people, and an en-
ightened public sentiment should al-

. ays favor the extension to the trans¬
mutation lines of a fair scale of earn¬
ings. which cannot be assured save by
i lie adoption of a fair scale of rates.
The application of the railroads for

i»e right to increase rates is always
. lived with more or less skepticism

because of an old-time belief that a
iuilruad must necessarily be prosper-
I >. It may be doubted whether there
:s h general public appreciation of the
cumu'ative pressure to which the rall-

td.s of this country have been sub-
. ttd during the past few years in the

way of compulsory wage increases,
doubling and equipment improve¬

ment. The interstate commerce com-
lesion is in the best position to judge
ie equities and it may be expected to

i eider a decision which takes Into ac-
vuun: the right of the railroads to earn

reasonable profit, the right of the peo-
; e to secure a reasonable rate, and the
desirability of securing an equilibrium
of forces which will permit necessary rail¬
road extensions without unduly taxing
the shippers of today for these develop¬
ments for the benefit of the future.

It is fortunate for the illustrator* that
the picturesque turkey Is thd emblem
of Thanksgiving day Instead of a lamb
chop or a sirloin steak.

Mrs. Pankhurst manifests more of a
disposition to please her audiences in
America than she shows in England.

The Street Safety Propaganda.
With thirty-two people killed and

J.24$ injurod In this District during
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1913, as
reported last night by Commissioner
Siddons at the public meeting of the
street Safety Association at tho Uni-
versalist Church, it is obvious that the
work of preventing accidents in the
streets of the capital ha* only just be¬
gun and4 needs to be vigorously pressed
on all sides. It is a striking com¬
mentary upon the urban conditions that
even while this meeting was in prog¬
ress a man was killed by a motor car
in the residential section, being struck
as he was crossing the street. The
nature of the accident is being investi¬
gated today by a coroner's Jury, but
it is assured in advance tbat save for
the moral effect of warning which such
a fatality exercises this sacrifice of life
will lead to no results.
No more important work lies before

the local authorities and the people
themselves than that of making the
streets of Washington safe for pedes¬
trians while useful for all classes. It
is impossible to reduce the volume of
traffic in the city's streets, but lt»ls
possible to regulate it to make it con¬
form to reasonable rules which are

designed to Insure a maximum of ac¬
tion with a minimum of danger. Com¬
missioner Siddons at last night's meet¬
ing spoke of the proposed organiza¬
tion of a special traffic bureau of the
police department, comprising men
trained in the work of enforcing traffic
regulations. Such an addition to the
city's safeguards will assist materially.
But little advance will be made, as re¬

gards the checking of reckless drivers
and motorists who will not obey the
law from their own initiative, as long
as the present system of merely taking

collateral at the station houses and not
following1 up prosecutions In the Police
Court when the rules are violated ia
continued.
To make traffic rules effective, to

brin§r all classes of vehicle managers
under regulation. It Is necessary to take
into court every violator, so that all
who break the rules may be made to
feel the full weight of the penalties
provided, leading even to forfeiture of
license in case of repeated lnfractlona
The taking of collateral at the station
houses stands merely as a slight addi¬
tion to the annual license fee for the
privilege of scorching, with its at¬
tendant risks.
The training of pedestrians is, ol

course, a vitally important branch of
this work of preventing street acci¬
dents. There Is undoubtedly a dan¬
gerous degree of indifference between
the curbs on the part of those afoot,
both adult and juvenile. A consider¬
able percentage of the accidents re¬
sult *from inattention, headlong dashes
without ascertaining traffic conditions
and . a failure to adjust quickly to
emergencies. But with all the training
of pedestrians, with all the care that
they may exercise in the streets, ac¬
cidents will continue as long as wagonp
and motor cars are speeded and drivers
and chauffeurs depend upon their dex¬
terity to avoid collisions. The burden
of responsibility cannot be safely
shifted altogether from those who are
In control of the dangerous vehicles,
and no system of traffic regulations
that puts this responsibility upon the
pedestrian chiefly will serve to make
the streets of Washington safe.
The Street Safety Association Is do¬

ing a work of great public value in
keeping this subject of street dangers
before the people, impressing for the
education of the children in street use,
in demanding full enforcement of the
traffic rules and in seeking to estab¬
lish a spirit of co-operation between
all classcs, so that the thoroughfares
of the capital may be utilized by every¬
body without friction and without
danger.

The Cry of Impatience.
.senator Owen, in his speech Monday

on the currency question, urged prompt
action, on the score that the banks are
hesitating to make loans and are piling
up their reserves; business men cannot
get credit, and. the whole country has
been waiting with a great deal of im¬
patience for the enactment of currency
legislation.
When the Underwood tariff bill was

sent to the Senate by the House prompt
action was asked, on the score that all
manufacturing was halted; that business
men of all kinds were unwilling to go
ahead again until advised by the new
conditions to which they must adjust
themselves. Hurry up the revision, and
have it over with in the Interests of all,
producers and handlers and consumers
alike.
After the currency has been disposed

of. the trusts are to be taken in hand,
and prompt action on them will be
urged. Business, big and little, will be
affected, and will want to know as soon
as possible what the new poHcy means.
Leading capitalists will feel anxious un¬
til they see the new chart by which they
are to steer.
After the trusts will come conserva¬

tion. and that question will touch busi¬
ness interests intimately. It has Just
been shown at a meeting held in this
town that Congress will not have an
sasy Job in legislating for the preserva¬
tion of our natural resources. But ad¬
vocates of conservation will urge prompt
action, on the score that important busi¬
ness Interests demand it.
The experience with the tariff is Il¬

luminating. We all see now that the
passage by the Senate of the House
tariff bill would have been a great mis¬
take. It needed, and received, at the
Senate's hands, many changes, and four
months were required to make them.
Now It may not require so mueh time

for improving the House currency bill,
or the administration's trust bill when
presented, or such a conservation meas¬
ure as the House may pass- But what¬
ever thne Is necessary the Senate should
Sevote to that end. A little delay will
not injure business half so much as
would half-baked measures railroaded to
the statute books under party influences
for party advantages.
Business understands, or should under¬

stand, that the party in power came to
power on a platform of promises, and
that the redemption of those promises is
now in order. What is called Bryanism
was indorsed at the polls by voters
enough to make It binding on Congress
and the President, and Mr. Bryan is in
position to help interpret it. The coun¬
try is getting, or standing in the way of
getting, what the election of 1912 called
for. But what is served should be care¬
fully prepared, and represent the very
best that Mr. Bryan and his long time
and newly found friends have in stock
or can secure.

Some of the railway statisticians
have as much difficulty in straighten¬
ing out the complexities of rate regu¬
lation as a man of extensive wealth
finds In ascertaining his status with
reference to the income tax.

Andrew Carnegie has lived to be al¬
most eighty years old. He may be re¬
garded as a fine example of the health-
preserving effects of hard work and
Judicious relaxation.

In spite of the complaints of Ameri¬
can extravagance, the reports of the
savings institutions indloate a pretty
general preparation for "rainy day-
possibilities.

The White House wedding was the
first occasion in a long time when Mr.
Woodrow Wilson stood up in the back
row while a group photograph was
taken.

.

A theory is gaining prominence to
the effect that oil complications may
enable Mexico to do some effective
long-range work in disturbing the peace
of Mexico.

It waa a quiet wedding, but the press
and public refused to recognise the
fact.

Possibly both Thaw and Jerome will
consent 4o a truce during the holidays.

William W. Finley.
President Finley oP». the Southern rail¬

way had been a resident of Washington
occasionally as a subordinate official of
that corporation for some years before his
election to the presidency, seven years
ago. to succeed the late Samuel Spencer,
and thus he was rated as a member of
the community, although it is the mis¬
fortune of railroad men to shift their
places of residence so that they are rather
universal cltlsens than permanent dwell¬
ers. Mr. Finley. however, regarded
Washington as his home during the last
years of his life and had made here many
warm friends through his kindly person¬
ality and his helpful attitude toward mat¬
ters of public interest. He was an ad¬
mirable type of American railway exec¬

utive, energetic, farseeing, competent in
the handling of detail and capable of
arousing among his helpers a high spirit
of co-operation and efficiency. His sud-

1

den death at the comparatively early age
of sixty Is a misfortune to railroad inter-
ests in general and in particular to the
Southern railway, which has now within
seven years lost two presidents without
warning. Mr. Finley will be sorely missed
both by his official associates and by the
wide circle of those who had come to

know him as a public-spirited, genial
friend.

The fact that the "ultimate consumer"
is not heard from as frequently as form-!
erly must not be taken as an Indication
that he is becoming extinct. He is ad¬
justing himself to conditions.

Ex-President Taft refers to himself as

a laboring man. However, It may be
assumed that the work la not as hard
as that which he was called on to do
during the 1912 campaign.

.

Some of the public interest in highly
specialized forms of art is Inspired by
a desire to ascertain whetker what the
prfess-agents wrote can possibly be true.

So long as the carving knife is kept
busy no one will miss the customary
Thanksgiving snow-shovel.

Fine weather has its unfortunate side
in the temptation it offers to reckless
aviators.

SHOOTING STABS.
BY PHILANDER JOHNSON.

Dissatisfied.
"Charley, dear," said young Mrs. Tor-

kins, "the cook says She is going to
leave."
"What for?"
"She says the Welsh rabbits we make

in the chafing dish give her indiges¬
tion."

Holiday Determination.
He says he'll take much needed rest
And try to catch his breath.

And then he simply does his best
To eat himself to death!

Circles.
"What are 'diplomatic circles'?" ask¬

ed the girl who was reading the news¬
paper.
"There are different kinds. One

prominent style of diplomatic circle is
the conversation which keeps getting
around to precisely where it began."

Exacting.
"There's no pleasing some peQple,"

said the janitor. '

"What's the trouble?"
"A family upstairs« telephoned me

that they were trying to play The
Anvil Chorus' on the phonograph, and
wouldn't I please regulate the knock¬
ing of the radiator so as to keep It in
*ime to the music."

Danger on Every Hand.
"Oh, see the sunbeams dancing on the

waves!" said the poetic girl.
"Don't look!" exclaimed the severe

woman. "How do we know they aren't
dancing the tango or the turkey trot?"

The Turkey.
Oh, Turkey, noble bird! How sad
Your fate to us now seems.

Amid the scenes so bright and glad.
The tear of sorrow gleams.

The thought comes to us every time
We carve a wing or leg-

Had we not smote you In your prime,
Tou might have laid an egg

And still another sometlmb hence!
And so on, till you brought

A store of treasure so immense
That it surpasses thought!

With eggs that cost five cents apiece.
Still going up the grade.

My sad reflections will not cease
On eggs you might have laid!

That New Year Eeception.
From the Indianapolis Star.
The only objection of any consequence

to President Wilson's determination to do
away with the customary New Year
reception at the White House is that it is
the only occasion when the public is
freely admitted.the only really demo¬
cratic gathering of the year in the his¬
toric mansion, all other receptions being
attended by those who have received spe¬
cial invitations. This, however, is not a
serious objection when the other side of
the question is considered. Presidential
New Year receptions began in the old
days when It was customary for people
in many circles of society to hold "open
house" to their friends on the first day of
the year. All their friends and acquaint¬
ances were welcome and the day was
given up to the greeting of callers. Wash¬
ington was a small city in those days,
and when the White House doors were
open like the rest, it was no overwhelm¬
ing task for the President to meet and
shake hands with all who called to "pay
their respects." But that time has
passed. Thousands now flock to the
White House on New Year day where
formerly scores and hundreds went, as
many as 5,000 visitors having been re¬
ceived on some recent New Year days.This Is a great tax on the physical
strength of the President. Even burlyMr. Taft complained of it, and Mr. Wil¬
son's bodily endurance must be much less
than his.

Tuberculosis Day.
From the Chicago Inter Ocean.
The fourth annual national tubercu¬

losis day will be observed December 7.
The purpose of the day is to spreadInformation regarding the proper wayof fighting the disease, which has come
to be regarded as the greatest scourgeof modern times. It is true that tuber¬
culosis is not feared so terribly as It
was a few years ago. Modern scientific
discoveries and laboratory researches
have shown that the scourge is pre¬
ventable; indeed, that there is little
excuse for man's contracting the dis¬
ease. Fresh air and sunlight are at
once the preventive and the cure for
tuberculosis. There is no medical spe¬
cific yet discovered which will over¬
come it, but good sanitation and life in
the open air will win over It in practi¬
cally every case, if the patient's body
is strong enough to aid the fight.that

lis, if the disease has not been permit-
I ted to go too far unchecked. The
greatest remaining aid to the scourgeI is ignorance.

Militancy Kills Its Cause,
From the Newark Star.
That militancy in England has made

impossible the passage of a woman's
franchise bill by the British parliament
or by consent of a majority of the male
voters of the British isles is the opinion
of every rational man In England, as
well as of David Lloyd-George. The
crazed acts of a small class of women
have turned the voters generally
against votes for women, and every
outrage committed makes this senti¬
ment more pronounced and more bitter.
That parliament and the British, peo¬
ple could be browbeaten or cowed by
riot and property destruction into com¬
plying with the demands of the suf¬
fragettes no man who knows anything
of British character would believe for
a moment.

The White House Turkey.
From the Springfield Republican.
Another precedent is to be smashed

Thanksgiving day by the man in the
White House, making a record of five
such surprises. Where is I'ncle Horace
Vose of Rhode Island this year? We
are told that the President's turkey is
to come from Kentucky, where it had
been fattened on celery, chestnuts aijd
red pepper. That ought to produce spicy
meat, und the members of the cabinet
will be fed on the same product of the
blue grass country. The south is In the
.addle, sure enough.

d
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Next Time Yon
Build a Bridge
It will save time if you get Mur¬
ray O'Neil, a builder, and some¬
thing' more.in Rex Beach's new

*

novel, "The Iron Trail." This is
O'Neil's story. He's no handsome,
dashing hero, but a tall, heavy
man of forty, with slightly gray-
ing temples and the facial marks
of strenuous endeavor. But he
can love and fight and build. The
story certainly is Alaska.

THE COB7BTOI FAHDT
ffHeckling a woman is a ticklish
sport, especially when the woman
is Lady Coryston. And, sure
enough, she lifts it to the height
of a battle of ideas, and a fine
warrior she is.in the finest story
Mrs. Humphry Ward has ever
written. This new book is called
"The Coryston Family."

fTBlaming the woman won't do,
and Will N. Harben shows why in
his big new novel called "The
Desired Woman." It shows what
a man can make of his life when
no forces but those of his own
consciousness are brought to bear.
"The Desired Woman" might have
been an objectionable story In
some hands. But not in his. All
Harper books are clean.

THE PAMXOITATE nZHBI
<[No man's woman would she be,
this heroine, who is not a mere
character, but a living reality in
the pages of H. G. Wells' new

novel. In it Mr. Wells says some

sharp things about our right to
live our own lives. He tells us

how one man and one woman did
it in this new book which is
called "The Passionate Friends."
It is a good story.and much
more.

TODAY
At Any Book Stort

Harper & Brothers

.KEEPING THE

.HANDS SOFT
.and white is . a cold-
weather problem that many
solve by using
.Dermatine Lotion

liberally. Highly effective.
entirely greaseless. Try a

bottle.it s 25c
^T- Thoinnipsoini Pharmacy-
Frank C.Henry, Prop., 703 15th.
______ No Branch Stores

*

An Excellent
Gift-

Prism Binoculars.
And a most wonderful op¬

portunity to buy a pair.
These 8-power Prism Bin¬
oculars sell regularly at $40.
We have Just 26 of them
which we are selling at less
than half price.$17.50.
Any one forfd of out¬

door sports would appre¬
ciate such a gift.

Roe Fulkerson,
Optician,

1407 F St. N.W.
Opposite Willard Hotel.

"SEE KTZ AND SEE BETTER."

LE MAIRE
op£ra GLASSES.

We sell Le Mali* glasses exclu¬
sively. They have l>een the stand-
anl Opera Glaaaes for orer 60 years.

Tlie Talue Is lu the lcus.

Blacks, $4.50 to $7.50
Pearls, $10.00 to $17.00
. EDWIN H. ETZ,

OPTOMETRIST. 10011 O ST. N.W.

Catarrh Jelly ^Y Iteglsteren
This pleasant balsam la wonder¬

ful for the quick,> sure relief it
frives. It Immediately stops Cold-
n-the-Head (Catarrh's first stage),
prevents offensive discharges, anuis very effective- in the treatmentof Catarrh. Sore Throat, TonsUltis,and other nose and throat troubles.

t®P»uIa. in liqmd form, haa beenp*«cnbed by Catarrh specialists for manyveara I<ak tw. M.vyaai*. For the convenience of the puk-
ijc *. have made it in toiid form, so
that it can be applied easily and cleanly.6o)d in tubes with protected nasal tip.

CD-MOR JELLY Is one
of tha best antiseptic dress¬
ing known.ywi should al¬
ways havs it in tha bouse.

Send a postcard to¬
day for trial treat.
¦Mat to Dept. F.

THE
COURTNEY
DRUG CO.,

Baltimore,
Md.

The Final Word in
v *

Has Been Written by the
*' *

Underwo o d
Operated by Margaret B. Owen at the unprecedented
rate of 125 net words a minute for one hour, it wins,
for the eighth consecutive year, possession of the

Thousand Dollar Silver Trophy Cup

Underwood
"The Machine You Will Eventually Buy"

Underwood Typewriter Company, Incorporated
1206 F St N.W.

. «

Branches in All Principal Cities

With a

VICTROLA
in your home you may sit in your easy chair and
command Sousa's Band, Pryor's Band or Her¬
bert's Orchestra to play just the music you
want to hear.

»

And, if you wish, Caruso, Melba, Tetraz-

zini, Schumann-Heink, Farrar or any other

great artist will sing for you the very songs and
arias that have made their names famous the
world over. *

THE ROBERT C. ROGERS CO.,
1313 F Street N.W.

The Only Store in the City Handling
Victor Goods Exclusively.

iiiiiniiinriiiiiiiiiiiiMiiiTiiminimiiiTiiTiiTHiiTTniiiiTFiiii in

Dulin & Martin Co.

Following Our Annual Custom,

STORE WILL REMAIN CLOSED

THANKSGIVING DAY
||

As a Fitting Observance of This 4{
Great National Day for the Offering of Thanks.

i

;l

LOOKING TOWARD CHRISTMAS.
We are abundantly prepared for this greatest of

gift seasons and commend the advantages of early
Christmas shopping.

D^alm & Mauritius C@o9
Pottery, Porcelain, China, Glass, Silver, Etc.,

1215 F St amdl 11214-18 G St

STONELEIGH
COURT

CONN. AVE. ANP L STREET.
Tbr«« housekeeping and two noa-houaekMplnc

aptrtoirata w teat. BmiltaV rwtauraat. Appljr
to O. K. 8TET*AN,

Burchell's "Bouquet"
Coffee, 30c Lb.
A great favorite, because

so agreeable to all the
household.

N. W. Burchell, 1325 F.

If your teeth give you any trou¬
ble come to me and I will ELIMI¬
NATE the -trouble. Every day de¬
layed means more decay, more suf¬
fering, more expense. The scientific
methods I use in treating your teeth
cause you no pain whatever. I Jix
them at the right price and guaran¬
tee my work to be satisfactory.

Gas Administered
EXAMINATION FEEE

y Patent
Suction Teeth

Gold, Silver,
Platinum ana Porcelain
5Qc to'$11
GttM Gowns m

Bridge W.ri
$3, $4 $5

A SET
42?-429 St Pf.W.
Over Grand T'nion Tea Co.
Largest and Most Thoroughly Equip*

ped Parlors In Washington.
Appointments Mav Be Mad<* by Tel¬

ephone. Hours: 8 a.m. to S p.m. Sun¬
day: 10 to 4.

HI
III i
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Avoid Deadly
Bi-Chloride Mercury
For disinfecting purposes.
Why risk accidental poisoning?
Safeguard vour family.
Use PLAIT'S CHLORIDES,
a reliable Disinfectant, safe,
strpng and always ready.
Recommended by physicians.
Two Sizes, 25 and 50 Cents.

Vlatt'S
Chlorides
JjftSln^GCtGLllt.

GROGAN'S

Every person of moderate
means who is buying Furni¬
ture and Carpets will select
the best qualities they can

possibly afford, because the
best is always the cheapest in
the end.
The goods in our store are

values in which you may
have implicit confidence.
Every price covers the high¬
est quality that we, or any
other firm, could possibly of¬
fer for the amount of money
asked.
We enable you to buy jusi

the qualities you know to be
economical, because we will
sell you more goods for the
same payments, or the same

amount of goods on .smaller
payments, than auy other
house in Washington.

I

Peter Grogati & Sons Co.
817 to 823 Seventh St.

8=. . -

REAT VALUES.G
rifrni price.

T. E. Young
Yon will BnU Ju*t th<- to

your particular requirement* here «t tb"
right price.

Carriage Rppositofy,
Pa. a»a.


