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The Corruption Charge.
Mr. Da Follette’s charge of cor-

rupt practices, raised yesterday at
Scranton, is one of those awkward
weapons, a' two-edged sword, which

may cut both ways, harming the
wielder as well as the enemy. It is
not an unfamiliar spectacle to see it
swung fiercely in a presidential cam-
paign. but it is a singular fact that
rarely, if ever, has it appeared in the
hands of a candidate who has not
ultimately lost the fight.

The specific charge is that an enor-

mous fund is being raised by a certain
committee to prevent the election of
La Follette. who. according to a letter
read by the Senator at Scranton, is de-
nounced as a dangerous radical men-
acing American institutions. The
ostensible purpose of this fund is to

“buy the election.” In plain language,

enough votes are to be purchased in
the doubtful or close States to give

the electoral votes of those States to
Coolidge.

Mr. La Follette places this prospec-

tive fund at from $4,000,000 to $5,000,-

000. He calls it u slush fund, which in
plain terms means a vote-buying fund.
The sum of $4,000,000 would, at the
low rate of $5 a vote, secure some

800.000 votes. If those were properly

distributed through the States in
which there now ap'pears to be a close
margin between Coolidge and 1a Fol-
lette the election would be assured.

But the absurdity of such a plan,

and therefore the absurdity of such a
charge, is apparent immediately when
the magnitude of the undertaking to
buy th>* votes of 800,000 or perhaps a

million people is realized. Such a jtib

could not possibly be pulled off in
secret. Vote sellers are persons of
loose conscience and wretched judg-

ment, shameless in their corruption.

It cannot be believed for a moment

that in such a great number of politi-

cal prostitutes—if as many as that

exist in this country—there would not

be many to expose their own shame
and therefore the corrupt work of
those seducing them.

“They are going to buy my voters,”

Is an old cry. “My voters are not to

be trusted. They are moral weaklings,

looking only for profit. I warn you,

honest men and women, that you are

associated in your support of me by a

lot of crooks who can be purchased
by the enemy, and that unless we can

hold those crooks to us we will lose
the election.”

That is the simple substance of the
cry of corruption. It is an insult to j
the intelligence and the honesty of I
those to whom it is addressed.

Senator Borah, c hairman of a Sen- j
ate committee on campaign fund in- ]
vestigation, says that if a direct com-
plaint is filed with him he will at once
summon the committee for an investi-
gation. That is right. Os course, the
committee cannot very well get to-
gether and develop the facts in time
to yield results before election. But
meanwhile Mr. La Follette has served
his purpose of putting his following
on guard against being bought. That

~vill perhaps hold his supporters in

line. And the topic of corruption
makes a fine talking lino which he
may be expected to develop effectively

before his audiences. But he should
have enough political memory to real-
ize that the corruption charge is usual-
ly regarded by the public as a confes-
sion of impending defeat. If he has
any doubt on this point he might con-
sult the Democratic candidate of 1904.
who raised the same cry on the eve

of the election which overwhelmed
him by an avalanche of votes.

There are moments when Mr.
Wheeler appears to have drifted away

even further than Mr. La Follette
from faith in his fellow man.

In the course of time radio may

fer the benefit of bringing about a

standardized pronunciation of the
American-English language.

Radio Convention.
The third annual radio conference

is meeting in Washington. If one
needed a reminder of the youth of this
science and Industry he would have
it in the fact that this is but the third
annual conference. Radio has been a

fast developing and spreading indus-
try, and takes a highly important
place in the life of the American peo-
ple. It has spread around the world,

and the voices of men and music of
bands pass from country to country.

As a means of transmitting news and
other information radio developed

faster than the telegraph, the tele-
phone or wireless telegraphy, and as a

means for carrying instruction and
entertainment into all parts of the
country its progress has been more
rapid than any other means. The
world did not pause long to discuss
this scientific achievement, but
grasped it and put it to almost im-
mediate use.

It was many years after its prac-

ticability had been proved that the
telegrajfh came into general use. and
it was so with the telephone. To re-
ceive wireless telegraph messages a
degree of technical knowledge was
needed. Telegraph and telephone serv-
ices were extended at vast outlay of
capital. With radio a man or boy

or makes a "set,” strings a wirtj^

in the window or on the root and
hears all that goes on at a central sta-

tion hundreds of miles away. When
an important speech is to be delivered
the radio men set a microphone on a

desk, broadcasting stations lend their
plant and power and the speaker ad-
dresses not only the crowd around
him but a thousand crowds in distant
cities and villages, tens of thousands
of families living miles from any vil-
lage and tens of thousands of city

families who do not take the trouble
to travel a few squares.

In the case of base ball millions of
people in most parts of the country

hear descriptions of the games play

by play, and they hear the cheering

in the ball park. With the multiplica-
tion of electric scoreboards and the
operation of “loud speakers” millions
of people miles away are almost in at-
tendance at the game and without
cost.

At the third annual conference the
delegates arc discussing the allocation
of wave lengths, and will take up

and probably dispose of the division of

the land for broadcasting stations
among the several classes, and they
may perhaps revise the present zon-
ing plan. Many important technical
questions will be taken up during the
( inference.

Good Judgment by “Goose.”
The count is tied —two games

apiece! Parking a ball in the right

Held stands with two men on base
yesterday was an act of good judg-
ment by the eminent "Goose” Goslin.
for it insured a lead that was never

overtaken; in fact, was never re-

duced. That home run settled the
contest, giving the Nationals renewed
confidence and checking the rising
spirit of confidence on the part of
the Giants.

Now it is assured that Washington
will witness at least one more of the
big games, for whoever wins today

must win another game, and that

sixth game will be played here. Per-
haps a seventh game will be played,

and it may be on these grounds, ac-

cording as the toss of a coin decides.

But here is hoping that a seventh
game will not be needed, that today

and tomorrow will witness the Na-
tionals’ triumph, making three in a

row and the world championship.

Yesterday George Mogridge, vet-
eran strategist of the pitching rub-
ber. confounded all the critics who

had averred that he could never stand
up against the onslaught of the slug-

gers of Coogans Bluff. But he did.
He was a bit wild in the first and
again in the eighth inning, and he

had then to be relieved by the useful

Marberry. But he had checked the
crack batsmen of the National
League and held the enemy while the
Nationals were getting their comfort-
able and, as it proved, sufficient
lead. He might have finished out un-
aided in good shape. But too much
was at stake to take a chance. He
retired with high honor.

After that four-base bunt of the
versatile Goose in the third inning

the game was devoid of sensational-
ism. It was just a case of “holding

them” and getting a few more runs

now and then to make the margin

more secure. And in that process the
hitting-together ability of the home
team, which brought it to the front

in the American League, was in evi-
dence. Yesterday the hitting combi-
nation that told most heavily was

McNeely, Goslin and Bluege. Today

it may be another combination, per-

haps Harris, Rice and Judge. Maybe
it will be all six.

But there is an obstacle in the path

to the supreme honor, in the person

of the wily Arthur Nehf, who is due to

pitch again today for the foe. He won
his game last Saturday. By the same

token Walter Johnson lost his game
then. Now it is expected that the
veteran will have another chance to
win a world series game. That he will
pitch the best ball that his arm will
yield is assured. Doubtless even New
Yorkers are hoping that he will win.
It would be a sad spectacle, indeed,

for Walter Johnson to lose his final
chance in a world series. For this

may, indeed, be his last opportunity

to score.

It is a peculiar paradoxical position

into which Gaston Means has drifted.
He would have excellent grounds for
action if it were possible for a man to
bring a libel suit against himself.

While others were struggling with
temptations to throw a little political

mud, President Coolidge kept cool and
tossed the ball for the world series.

Hiram Johnson threatens to get into
action again, but will possibly consent
to wait until Walter has subsided.

The Shenandoah.
When the naval dirigible Shenan-

doah passed over Washington yester-

day afternoon the citizens were too
busy to give the ship and crew the
recognition they deserve. A good
many thousand heard the hum of her
propellers and turned to look at her;

but an airship has been seen by
Washingtonians before, while a world
series with Washington as* part of- it
is a novelty.

The cruise of the Shenandoah Is to
take her from the Atlantic coast to

the Pacific and back. She is to skirt
three sides of the United States and
travel about 9,000 miles. If she makes
the trip it will be an unprecedented

event in air navigation, and the
chances are that In this adventure
the Shenandoah will come through.
Rear Admiral W. A. Moffett, in charge

of Navy aeronautics, who is on
board, said as the ship sailed from
Lakehurat: "I consider this the most
severe test that an airship has ever
been called on to make.” It is a great

test, and it will be a great voyage
if completed. Day and night this ship
of the air goes on at heights varying

from a quarter to half a mile above
the earth, and in crossing the plains

of the West and the Rocky Moun-
tains she will sail at levels between
a mile and two miles higher than
the sea. The good wishes of all are

with her, and we will look at the
news items which tell of her progress.
Already messages came from towns

In the South that the Shenandoah
passed over at such-and-such time.

People here and elsewhere will have
a chance to read these short reports
between the games at New York and
Washington.

The Shenandoah crossed Washing-

ton yesterday afternoon at a tense
moment. McNeely and Harris were

on third and second on Rice’s infield
out and Goslin was at bat. What
Goslin did is history. When the
Washington crowds returned to san-

ity the Shenandoah had passed. The
best wishes of Washington are with

her.

Election Betting and Straw Votes.
Straw votes preceding elections

have not always proved to be infalli-
ble indices of subsequent election re-

turns, but they never fail to interest.
Election betting figures are supposed
to be more reliable prophecies of com-
ing events, presumably on the basis
that men who are staking their money

possess better sources of information
as to conditions to those who are
merely backing their enthusiasm.

When the trend of the betting odds
and the straw votes coincide they are
calculated to attract more attention,

and such is the case now. For the
hour, betting on the election is rather
overshadowed by betting on the world

scries, but it is being carried on at
that. The odds usually are stabilized
by New York brokers, with whom the
larger sums ore posted.

Yesterday's quotations in New York
showed offers of 3 to 1 that President
Coolidge will be elected the next Presi-
dent of the United States. Odds of
8 to 1 were offered that Senator La
Follette will not be elected President.
Odds of 3 to 1 were quoted that the
election will not be thrown into the
House.

Gov. Smith continues to he a prime

favorite in the New York guberna-

torial contest, at 7 to 5 that he will be
re-elected Governor of New York. A
curious psychological effect of the

straw voting is rei>orted by the poli-

ticians. It is claimed that the strength
displayed by La Follette is causing

Democrats to abandon John W. Davis
and play for safety by turning to

President Coolidge.

So far as Gov. A1 Smith is con-

cerned the Democratic convention at

Madison Square Garden figures ap-

parently as a valued contributory in-
cident to a brilliant local career.

In addition to the full dinner pail,
abundantly assured by current wage

scales, the full gasoline tank is de-
manded.

Three wives accompany the former
Sultan of Turkey to Paris. After a

few interviews with that city’s dress-
makers he will perceive that polygamy
brings its own punishment.

The Prince of Wales could have had

a much better time over here if the

English knew as much about base ball
as they do about cricket.

SHOOTING STARS.
BY PHILANDER JOHNSON.

Just the Same.
In spite of the orations and the sol-

emn declarations
That the world is still in danger of

despair,

The musics lightly playing and the
dancing feet are straying

While the gayety of youth is every-
where.

Sometime* the politicians tell of des-
perate conditions.

Sometimes the good old home team
drops a game.

Sometimes the general rumor shows a
pessimistic humor—

But we manage to keep happy, just

the same.

Humanity has ever been engaged in
an endeavor

To preserve itself from going to the

had.
It has sought the path of duty and re-

tained a sense of beauty;

Being good should be the same as
being glad.

So we face the wordy tangle in the
diplomatic wrangle

And serenely view the ways of
wealth and fame.

For young hearts are stoutly beating.

We march on without retreat-
ing.

And we manage to be happy, just

the same.

Futile Demonstration.
“You appear rather indifferent to

the plaudits of the crowd.”
“They don’t always have practical

significance,” answered Senator Sor-
ghum. “A jazz band leader can al-
ways arouse more enthusiasm than a

campaign speaker. But he never gets
elected to anything.”

Fortitude.
Keep striving—though hard luck be-

gins
With fate to bid you quarrel.

Our base ball club not only wins,

But points a splendid moral.

Jud Tunkins says a father used to

take his boy to the woodshed for pur-
poses of discipline. Now father is
lucky if he can get son to help cut a

little wood.

A Permanency.
“How many times have you elected

Mesa Bill sheriff ”

“Four,” answered Cactus Joe.
“He must be popular.”
“Not very. He has got hisself so

disliked that nobody is willin’ to try

to take up the job where he’d leave It
off.”

In All Modesty!

I often view with feelings grim

My neighbor—how 1 envy him!
And sometimes I suspect that he
Is half Inclined to envy me.

His benefits each will disdain
And wish that others he might gain.
No matter with what gifts we’re blest,
The other fellow’s seem the best.

There Is no scale of measurement
To show our title to content;

So each describes his selfish state
In modest underestimate.

“Be kind to animals,” said Uncle
Eben, "but don’t make de mistake of
lavishin’ too much affection ’on no

‘white mule.' ” 0-
?

THIS AND THAT
BY C. E. TRACEWELL.

What this city needs is not so
much a “Fire-Prevention week” as a
fire-prevention year; not so much or-
ganized propaganda for a few days
as Uay-by-day thinking about fires
by the individual.

Fire!
When that cry resounds, whether

in the National Capital or In Cross
Roads Centers, the response Is the
same.

Something inside one seems to
tighten up. There comes a catching
of the hreath, a beating of the heart,
a flushed feeling, as if the fire, in
some mysterious way, had commu-
nicated Itself to the person.

There comes a desire to run, to
scream out “Fire!" It is an age-old
reaction to the age-old monster, at
once the enemy and the friend of
man.

Fire, restrained, is mftch like a
kindly old lion at the Zoo. „It can be
fed, petted, played with; let It out of
Its cage, loose US bonds. It rages
with true Jungle ferocity, consuming
all within reach.

** * *

Recall F street one fine Autumn
morning recently.

You are riding down town to office,
reading your paper as you go, intent
on making your own every morsel of
nows about the great world series
game which our own ball team took
away from the Giants In the last of
the ninth.

A great game, a great morning, a
great world!

How calm the sunshine lies over
F street, thoroughfare of business
and pleasure. mart and parade
ground, Washington’s one and only
F street, famous here and every-
where a Washingtonian lives.

You look out the car window and
wonder idly at the haze which seems
to obscure the corner at Eleventh
street.

“Looks like a fire," you say to a
companion, with fine disregard for
grammar and base ball.

“1 guess not.” he replies. “Guess
it is just somebody making a fire in
the furnace."

So you start down the street. Only
a few steps have been taken, when a
clang of a bell startles you out of
your complacency.

“Gosh, It is a fire!”
44 4 4

No man. woman or child in Wash-
ington ever ought to take a chance
on deciding whether smoke is a fire or
not a fire.

Those early moments, when the
smoke first curls out, are perhaps
the most Important of all in fire-
fighting. It is to be there at that
time that the great fire engines are
run at breakneck speed through a
city’s crowded streets, endangering
the lives of the fire-fighters and citi-
zens.

Never take a chance on smoke.
Never dismiss any smoke you see,

especially in the downtown section,
with a statement that “It is just some
one burning papers.”

Either call the attention of others
to it and get their opinion or call
the Fire Department and tell them
what you have seen. That puts the
responsibility up to them, and they
will be glad of It, for that Is their
business. ,

* 4> * *

Here comes the first red engine!
With a swish It glides into the curb,
the already helmeted men jump down
and before the few startled early
spectators are aware what is going
on the hose Is being reeled out. It
falls in curls and kinks on the street.

“You’re on the hose,’’ snaps a fire-
man as a chemical engine slides in.
Quickly the engine backs. No harm
has been done. Fire hose Is tough.

Up goes a ladder, turned neatly
on Us base, as deftly as you please.
It is a treat to watch these boys of
the Washington Fire Department.
They know what they are doing.
They fight a fire the same way the
Nationals fight the Giants.

They move -fast, but they are not a
bit excited or flustered, as you or 1
would be If we suddenly were called
upon to lend a hand.

Up goes the ladder, up goes a man,
down shoots a padded bag, with a
rope hitched onto it. What's that
for? A fireman shows you —he
hitches a slender bright red chemical
hose to the rope.

Up goes the hose, to be grabbed on
the roof.

By this time the street corners are
lined with people Engines are every-
where, police are everywhere The
officers demand press cards from
newspaper men, and honor them
when shown. Only the newspaper
men know what a vast improvement
this is over conditions once prevail-
ing.

What is the 'matter now? “The
fire’s In there!” cries somebody. Sure
enough, it is not on that roof at all,
although all the firemen could do at
first was to follow the smoke.

There is a crash as an ax beats
through the glass of the door of the
shop in the building next door. A
great cloud of dark smoke pours out,
wreathing, up like a pillar against
the stone of the building.

“Gee, what a picture!” says a spec-
tator.

In plunge the firemen. They know
the fire is in there some place. They
will find It, too, have no doubt of
that.

It is wonderful the way the red
engines ease into the block, take up
their positions, get to work. It is
a three-alarm conflagration; the de-
partment is taking no chances with
an early morning blaze. All around
the block, back on P street, engines
are in their places.

Up in a fourth-floor window a
young girl stands weeping. It is the
smoke that makes her weep. She does
not appear to be excited at all, and
the firemen, hustling up on their lad-
ders, pay no attention to her.

Down on the sidewalk another girl
stands weeping. Maybe she is the
owner of that shop there, the one
that seems to be bearing the brunt of
the fire. No, she is not; she is em-
ployed next door, and the excitement
of the moment, combined with the
pungent smoke, makes her weep, too.

The gutters begin to fill with wa-
ter. A fireman trips over a trafficsign, which another fireman imme-
diately takes apart and places out of
the way.

More clouds of black smoke, then a
thinning into an ugly brown. Now
only a haze is left—the fire being
conquered!

* * 4= 4=
A trash pile was responsible.
Probably a cigarette carelessly

thrown did the damage. AVhateverthe cause, an adequate conception of
real fire prevention on the of
certain parties might have prevented
the fire.

The nib of the whole fire-preven-
tion problem is the individual Tom,
Dick and Harry—every one of us—-
men, women and children.

Fire prevention will be only a ges-
ture —although a very laudable one.
of course—until every one of the
500.000 Inhabitants of the city is made
to think more about fire.

The responsibility of the individ-
ual is the crux of the whole matter.
Every one must come to regard him-
self as a member of the Fire Depart-
ment. In some foreign countries a
man is heavily fined when a fire
breaks out in his office or home.It is not a had idea, because prob-
ably nine-tenths of the fires are
caused by some individual, and if this
individual, in each case, had thought
about fire prevention, the fire never
would have occurred.

What greater absurdity, for in-
stance, than allowing a carelessly j
thrown match to set fire to a great
building, and then calling out half
the fire-fighting equipment of a city,
when the active thought of the man
who threw the match might have
prevented the whole thing!

Court Ban on La Follette
Is Condemned Generally

Almost universally unfavorable
comment marks discussion in the
press of the California Supreme
Court’s decision barring La Follette
electors from the presidential ballot
in that State. Many editors suggest
that the action makes a martyr of the
Wisconsin Senator and strengthens
his cause.

The Los Angeles Express (Repub-
lican) regrets that the law of Cali-
fornia is such that an Independent
candidate for President cannot be
voted for in the same way as regular
party nominees. Explaining that un-
less candidates for elector are put
up by a party organization formed at
least 75 days before the State pri-
mary election they may not appear
on the ballot, the Express adds: “It
is in away a denial of the American
theory of political liberty, which
holds that the citizen may and by
right should be permitted to vote for
whomsoever he pleases. In the in-
terest of fairness the law must be
changed, so that any citizen may
freely express his presidential pref-
erence.” The vast majority of the
people of California, the San Ber-
nardino Sun Is «ure, “would have
much preferred, for the cause of pub-
lic policy, that the La Follette elec-
tors go in an independent colunm,
but four members of the Supreme
Court could not find authority under
the law to make this possible.”
Therefore, the fault Is not with the
court but with the law. according
to the San Francisco Bulletin (in-
dependent), which says, "it was put
on the statute book by a popular
movement that acked the character
to sustain itself. Despite the fact
that it is widely condemned, it re-
mains on the statute book, a distinct-
ly deteriorating influence in the po-

litical life of the State,” and “now,

curiously enough, has brought special

vexation to the political faction that
originally put it over and which has
since exercised its power to sustain
it.”

?* * *

The New York World (independent
Democratic) feels "the protest made
by President Coolidge voices the feel-
ing of all right-thinking men of
every party. For the barring of La
Follette electors from the ballot is
more than a question of fair play.

It is a denial of fundamental rights

that are held sacred by Americans.”
The Ogden Standard Examiner be-

lieves "no possible harm could haye

come from a liberal interpretation of
the law as indicated by three of the
judges.” The fact that three Justices
dissented, the Portland Ore., Journal
(Independent), contends, “shows that

the majority opinion Is questionable,

and that probably narrow partisan-

ship more than law controlled the
decision.”

If there Is “a legitimate pathway

by which the La Follette electors
could have been allowed access to

the ticket," declares the Philadelphia

Bulletin (independent), "then the
California court has blundered by

falling to appreciate the essential
importance of a free and equal bal-
lot.” The Columbus. Ohio, State

Journal (Republican) concedes "the

California decision may be in strict
accordance with the letter of the law,”

but adds: “If so, the law represents

bad political morals and bad polit-

ical judgment. A man like Senator
La Follette could ask no better luck
at this stage in a campaign than to
he made a martyr of."

Ihc Milwaukee Journal (independ-

ent) regards the result as unfortu-
nate, because depriving the people ofthe right to vote for La Follette “is
not fair and square campaigning, and
it isn’t away to beat the La Follette
movement.” Senator La Follette
“might devote an entire year to cam-

-1 paigning against 'judicial tyranny’
and ’judicial usurpation’.” continues
the Omaha World Herald (independ-
ent), and yet “never do one-half as
much to prejudice the popular mind
against the courts as do just such
decisions as this. There are millions
of voters who do not live in Cali-
fornia, who have no slightest inten-
tion to vote for La Follette. who will
resent this decision.”

4 4 4*

| The decision has had the effect of
smoking out even the silent HiramJohnson, notes the Newark News (in-
dependent), which agrees with him

. that it most emphatically is contrary
to public policy. The News goes on
to say: “It cannot fail to be of

. harmful consequences by giving
weight to the claim that one man on

. the bench can and frequently does
sway decisions adverse to human lib-

. erties. If the impression is permitted
, to get abroad that anywhere in the

! campaign cards are being stacked
against the freest expression of their
will by the La Follette supporters.¦ the effect will be to make a martyr of
the candidate and send over to his
side a good many lovers of fair play
who, in other circumstances, would
not be with him.”

While the Springfield Union (Re-
• publican) regards the decision as a

matter of law and not of politics, It
feels “the Republicans would doubt-
less have been better satisfied if the
decision could have been different.

1 They have nothing to gain by it and,,
in view of the use La Follette Is dis-
posed to make of it. may have some-
thing to Jose.” Thus an occurrence
which “upon first glance might have
appeared to have assured the elec-
toral vote of California for Coolidge

: beyond reasonable doubt,” the Lynch-
burg News (Democratic) declares, "is
likely to secure its registration In
either the La Follette or Davis

i column.”

i .
~~~————

Asks Error in Home
Marker Be Corrected

To the Editor of The Star:
A large plane tree at the right of

the front entrance to the Pan-Ameri-
can building bears this legend:

“16
Pan-American Union
In the early days
Here was located

1 David Burns’ cottage
And the Van Ness Mansion”

Unless David Burnes’ cottage and the
' Van Ness mansion were one and the

same dwelling, a grammatical error Is
evident on this market.

Two or more subjects connected by
the co-ordinating conjunction “and”

: require the verb to be in the plural
number.

If the- cottage and the mansion were

1 one and the same, the present .form
is correct. If they were two separate
dwellings the legend should read;

"Here were located, etc.”
If this Is an error it is sufficiently

serious to require correction.

1- A CUKAr-

Politics at Large
BY N. O. MKSSK.VGKR.

“Davis cannot be elected. La Fol-
lette canru>t be elected. Coolidge can
bt electem”

This expression, uttered Senator
Capper of Kansas is believed to voice
the confidence of Republican leaders
in thejr expectation of the choosing
of the presidential ticket at the polls
November 4, and averting the choice
by the Congress. It is believed that
the great majority of sentiment In
the country would deplore failure of
the voters to elect through the elec-
toral college as a national calamity,
however much it is desired by Sena-
tor Jja Follette and as alleged by
some Democrats.

It is further believed that the at-
tention of the country will be fixed
in increasing degree as November 4
draws near to the realization of the
possibility of the election going into
Congress, which will draw thousands
of votes to the Republican presiden-
tial ticket.

*? ? ?
There is no doubt that the country

is paying increasing heed to the pos-
sibilities of the election going into
the Congress. The political possibil-
ities evolved in such an outcome of
the campaign are serious enough.
They might possibly subvert the pop-
ular wifi of the majority of the voters
which would be certain to cause great
discontent among the people. Such a
thing the Constitution of the United
States sought to prevent by throwing
all the safeguards around a choosing
of the President possible in the con-
ception of the framers of that instru-
ment. Furthermore, it would be sure
to unsettle business and check pros-
perity.

In business and industrial circles
all over the land these considerations
art to be brought to the attention of
the voters in every possible way
through the intervening weeks before
election day. Ry the time the cam-
paign is ended hardly a voter in the
land will be in ignorance of the tre-
mendous issue involved in their pos-
sible failure to register the popular
will at the polls four weeks hence,
and thereby throw the selection of
President or Vice President into the
Congress. Senator Capper said "the
situation that the voter faces is Cool-
idge or no election.”

** * *

The Democratic managers sympa-
thize with William G. McAdoo in his
indisposition necessitating hospital
treatment, but they also feel sorry
for themselves. Mr. McAdoo was de-
pended upon to steady the railroad
vote and to keep it from being gob-
bled up h>' Senator La Follette. It
it thought unlikely that he will be
strong enough to do any campaign-
ing and Senator La Follette is going
hot-foot after the railroad men on
his present trip from coast to coast.
Mr. McAdoo is the idol of the railroad
workers and his absence from the
field, it is apprehended, will cause
the loss of thousands of Democratic
votes.

*? * *

Senator I-a Follette is making a
drive among the negro voters and is
counting upon recruits to his candi-
dacy in the negro vote of Maryland,
West Virginia, New York. Indiana.
Ohio and Illinois, where the negro
vote is very heavy. Bishop John
Hurst of the Methodist Episcopal
church, a worker among negro people,
has joined the La Follette forces.

Bishop Hurst in a statement as-
serts that the negro has his best
chances with La Follette. He con-
tends that the Progressive movement
“opens the door of hope to the col-
ored Americans as at no time in a
generation." because “he is the only
candidate who has come out against
the Klan in words that no one can
mistake.” He charges that the
record of Mr. Davis' parly is against .

him no matter what Mr. Davis said. |
He charges that the Republicans
have been taken over by the Klan
in the North and is the Klan party in
at least a dozen Northern States.

A strong appeal to the colored
voters is being circulated by the Re-
publican national committee in a

statement issued yesterday by James
A. Cobb, former special United States
district attorney and a legal repre-
sentative of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple. This statement urges the color-
ed citizens to the defense of the Su-
preme Court as the bulwark of all
the rights that they enjoy and the
freedom that they have attained.
Urging the support of President Coo-
lidge, Mr. Cobb’s statement declared
that the placing of the Supreme Court
at the mercy of the hostile Congress
would result in the reversal and nul-
lification of the great judicial de-
cisions such as the peonage decision,
the grandfather clause, residential
segregation and other decisions
“which constitute the very founda-
tion of the colored citizens’ political
and economic freedom.” The Cobb
statement says Senator Robert M.
LaFollette, the candidate of the so-
cialists third party, "is advocating
a policy that strikes at our very fun-
damentals of government and which
would lead to strife and chaos as in-
evitably as night follows day. What-
ever may be Mr. LaFollette’s im-
mediate thought in the matter of his
attack upon the Supreme Court of
the United States “the evils which
would attend putting of same into
effect are too entirely evident to be
lightly brushed aside or referred to
as a scare.”

"As far as the colored voter is con-
cerned the menace of such a situation
is particularly threatening.” the
statement said. "Where would be the
end of vicious legislation affecting
our group at the hands of a hostile
Congress dominated by Southern in-
fluence? Suppose even now if con-
gressmen from the solid South, elected
only by stifling the unrepresented
negro, could pass upon Supreme Court
decisions relating to constitutional
questions. What do you think would
happen to us?”

** * *

The German descended voters are
still discussing the recent vote of the
famous Steuben Society to La Follette.
Herman Wedesweiler, prominent Chi-
cago man, recently resigned his posi-
tion as chairman of the big "older
unit of the society,” explaining his
resignation as protest against the
“arbitrary action of the national offi-
cers in indorsing the Progressive
party and pledging support to it with-
out consulting the members.” His
vote comes after a similar move in
New York, where Jules Nehring and
Charles H. Pate, members of the
Steuben organization, defied the group
who tried to deliver the German vote
to La Follette. Mr. Wedesweiler said:
“1 believe good, hard, sound sense of
the German-American citizens will
enable them to see that the interests
in the United States will be best pre-

served by the election of Coolidge and
Dawes and that these citizens will
also see that the election of Dawes tq
the vice presidency will give a great
prestige to that wonderful creation
of his, the Dawes plan.”

?? * ?
In no previous election in the

United States have there been so
many blocs figuring in the campaign.
The farm blocs, the labor blocs, the
foreign vote blocs, the alleged Wall
street bloc, the negro bloc, and so on
down the line, including one of the
most important blocs of all—the
level-headed business and plain citi-
zen blocs —which are likely to figure

in the result.

China has recognized Russia, but
it Is a question how long China will

be able to recognize itself. —San
Francisco Bulletin.

Walk ten miles a day is the ad-
vice of a health expert. With the
average parking facilities most mo-
torists have to do It.—Louisville
Courier Journal.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
BY FREDERIC J. HASKIN.

Q. Has a "one term” plank ever
been Incorporated In the platform of
the Republican or Democratic party?
—P. D. R.

A. In 11)12 the Democratic platform
contained the following plank: “We
favor a single presidential term, and
to that end urge the adoption of an
amendment to the Constitution mak-
ing the President of the United StatesIneligible for re-election, and we
pledge the candidate of this conven-
tion to this principle.”

Q. How many grapes does it take
to make a ton of raisins?—K. V. R_

A. About four tons of grapes hav-ing 24 per cent sugar will make one
ton of raisins, properly cured.

Q. What steps does the Govern-
ment take to prevent theft of timberfrom the National forests?—W. S. D.

A. Outright theft of timber is rare
in the National forests. Kach year
there are some cases of timber tres-
pass, but usually these trespasses
happen through no criminal intent.
They are frequently due to imperfect
title records on the part of private
operators. The Government main-
tains a corps of rangers and forest
guards on the National forests, who
in the course of their daily work are
constantly traveling through the
forest areas under their jurisdiction.
This patrol prevents deliberate theft
and discovers and corrects uninten-
tional trespass. The penalty for de-
liberate trespass is severe and is ap-
plied rigorously.

Q. When was Hog Island shipyard
established?—H. S. Y.

A- The contract for Hog Island
shipyard was signed on September 13,
1917.

Q- What is the average cost per
acre of calcium arsenate dusting
method of boll weevil control?—M. B. W.

A. The Department of Agriculture
says that it costs *4 per acre on
1,000 experimental plats i-st year.

Q. When was the principle of the
gas engine discovered?—F. E. C.

A. In 1678 the Abbe d’Hautenfenille
invented an engine for employing the
explosive power of gunpowder to
drive a piston working in a cylinder.
This was the prototype of the mod-
ern gas engine.

Q. What is the origin of the name
Calvados, a department of France?—
F. N.

A- The department derives its name
from a ledge or rock which stretches
along the coast between the mouths
of two rivers, Orne and Vice. The
ledge is called Calvados from the
circumstance that the Salvador of the
Spanish Armada was wrecked on it.
Salvador was corrupted into Calva-
dos.

Q. Was Crawford's “Freedom”
raised to the top of the Capitol dome
as a completed figure?—C. D. W.

A. No; the parts of the statue were
raised to the high point occupied by
the statue and assembled there.

Q. Are farms and farmers improv-

ing their methods of farming to any
great extent?—G. M. H.

A. More farmers adopted improved
practices in marketing their products
in 1923 than In any other single
phase of farm activity. The Depart-

ment of Agriculture says that 939.-
290 farmers adopted improved mar-
keting methods through the Influence
of extension work.

Q. What is the total water power
capacity of Quebec. Canada? —A. P. H.

A. The amount of power available
is estimated at over 12,000,000 horse-
power. of which 1,100.000 has been
developed to date. Therefore, over
10,000,000 horsepower is still un-
developed.

Q. Which was built first, the Great

Wall of China or its towers? G. T. B.A. Tablets on the wall indicatethat the towers were constructed
first.

Q. How much do customs receipts
amount to?—p. E.

A. Customs receipts for the fiscal
year 1923 were *662.189,039, the larg-est amount ever collected during one
fiscal year.

Q. Has London a corner as busy as *
Columbus Circle, N. V.? p. r rA. Piccadilly at the Rit'z Hotel is
the busiest spot in Condon. An aver-age of 2,873 vehicles pass this cornerin an hour, while 3.266 vehicles pass
around Columbus Circle in the samelength of time.

Q. How can jet beads be cleaned"—
H. W. V.

A. Remove all dust with a very soft
brush, touch the jet with a bit of cot-

ton moistened with a little good oil.
then polish with chamois. Clean with
care, as jet is often brittle. >

Q. 11 hat salary does the governor
general of the Philippines draw -’—
T. O. C.

A. This office carries a salary of
*20,000 and the term is of indefinite
duration.

Q. How much business is actually
done with cash?—C. W. D.

A. In large cities it is estimated
that more than 90 per cent of the com-

mercial business is done by checks ‘
and drafts, less than 10 per cent being
done with cash.

Q. What stone is the best imita-
tion of a diamond?—D. I. B.

A. The nearest and best imitationof a diamond is a white sapphire.

Q. Is a screw by itself a machine
I mean one not connected' to any part
of machinery?—C. A. R.

A. A machine is an instrument for
obtaining mechanical advantage in
doing useful work. A common screw ’
is an inclined plane and as such is
regarded by physicists as a machine,
since it is an example of the forego-
ing principle.

Q. When was the greatest amount
of railroad construction accomplish-
ed?—S. T. W.

A. The great railroad building
period was between 1880 and 1900
when 100.07 S miles of new railroad
were built. Many of these were not
profitable, sin ce traffic had to he
built up. and an average of about
25 railroads were in the hands of the
receivers during this period. From
1900 to 1910 was a period of great

railroad prosperity and the number of
roads in the hands of receivers an-
nually averaged about 10. The in-
crease in mileage between 1900 and
1910 was 47,083 miles. The year of
greatest new mileage was 1887. when
12,878 miles were constructed.

Q. What is a Daedalist?—D. W. I
A. This word has been used to de-

scribe one who imitates a character
in mythology. Daedalus, especially in
flying. Daedalus, was an Athenian

architect who built the Labyrinth for
Minos the King of Crete. Daedelus.
together with his Icarus, was after-
ward confined in it and escaped by
means of artificial wings. Daedalus
reached Sicily in safety, but Icarus
flew too near the sun, the wax of
which his wings were made melted,
he fell into the sea, and was drowned.

(The Star invites its readers to use
this information scrvU'c freely. An ex-
tensive organization is maintained to

serve you in any capacity that relates
to information. Failure to use the serv-
ice deprives you of benefits to which yon
are entitled. Your obligation is -only a
two-cent stamp, inclosed with your in-
quiry for direct reply. Address The Star
Information Bureau. Frederic J. Haskin.
Director. Twenty-first and C streets
northwest.)
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IN TODAY S SPOTLIGHT

BY PALL V. COLLINS.

When opponents of the League of

Nations desired to make that world
federation ridiculous they asked
whether it were right that Hedjaz

(one of the recognized nations of the

league) should rank with the great

nations of the world. Hedjaz is a lit-

tle region situated upon the shore of

the Red Sea. at the edge of the great

Arabian Desert.
?* ? *

A few months since the news that
Hussein, King of Hedjas (claiming

to be a direct descendant from the

prophet Mohammed, through his
daughter Fatima), had declared him-
self the new caliph of the Moslem
world, after the former caliph. Sul-

tan Abdul Medjid of Turkey, has been
deposed by the New Turks, bore as

much weight in the minds of the gen-
eral American reader as the entry of
the Grand Poo-Bah upon the stage

of opera comique. Now King Hussein
has been driven to abdicate his
throne in favor of his son. Emir AH.
The young king, however, declines

the caliphate. The Moslem world,
therefore, is today -without a "pope”

and must await a conference of the

faithful for the purpose of electing a

true descendant of Mohammed to
head the faith.

Behind these events of the last
fortnight there lies more romance

and more of a world movement than

could be found in any other single
development during or since the war.
To grasp the largeness of this ro-

mance let it be known that the en-

tire Arabian peninsula is the field,
and that the peninsula is larger than

the British Isles, the Netherlands,
France and Spain combined; also that,
although a desert as barren as the
Great Sahara, it is peopled with 20.-
000,000 inhabitants. With the excep-

tion of Palestine, the King of Hedjas

and his sons rule over all this region
—not merely over what the maps
designate as Hedjas. The people

under this jurisdiction comprise many
wild, nomadic Bedouin tribes of the

desert. Prior to their united rebel-
lion against the Turks, during the

World War (encouraged by the al-

lies and brought to victory by the
march of Gen. Allenby to the capture
of Jerusalem), these tribes had been

for centuires in bitter feuds, tribe
against tribe.

** * *

How many readers have ever heard

of the young Irishman, Thomas Ed-

ward Lawrence —Oxford graduate and
archeologist?

For seven years previous to the

war he had been delving with en-

thusiasm into the sands of Arabia

and had unearthed a city called Car-
chemlsh —the connecting link be-
tween the civilizations of Nineveh and
Babvlon—at least 3.000 years before

Christ. He had also trailed Moses
through the wilderness of Sinai, and

had written a book on the pre-Mosaie

Slniatic civilization.
He was not yet 30 years old when

the war began, and feeling the urge

of patriotism, he left his desert sands

and hastened to Cairo for the pur-

pose of volunteering in the British
army as a private. The examining

board looked upon the slender youth,

scarcely more than 5 feet 3 inches tall,
and rejected him.

Through his long residence In
Arabia, Lawrence had learned several
Arabian dialects, and. likewise, the
habts and prejudices of the tribes. Be-
cause of this knowledge he was given
a commission as second lieutenant and

attached to the intelligence bureau
at Cairo.

Soon he asked for a two-week
leave, and vacation he entered

Arabia and approached King Hussein
with a plan to appeal to ail tribes to
lay aside their feuds and. taking ad-
vantage of the general war, unite
against their Turkish oppressors. He
traveled from tribe to tribe, in the
disguise of an Arab, and his knowl-
edge of their many dialects, together
with his persuasive eloquence, suc-
ceeded beyond all expectations. Only-
one tribe remained urtreconciied
With Prince Feisel, son of King Hus-
sein. as the nominal head of the army
of 200,000 united tribesmen (later al-
lied with Gen. Allenby's army) they
drove the Turks from Mecca to

Damascus and Aleppo.
Lawrence’s policy was to give full-

est possible credit to Arabian lead-
ers. although he was the actual lead-
er of the tribesmen. He became re-
ognized throughout Arabia as Shereef
(Prince) of Mecca, and among Brit-
ish officers as the "uncrowned Kins
of Arabia." He refused a commission
as general, as he believed it would
weaken his influence on his fellow of-
ficers if he were promoted above them
with high British rank. He also de-
clined the Victoria Cross, in order t<>

prevent jealousy.
** * *

The Wahabis (who refused to join

with the other tribes against the
Turks) are now fighting Hedjaz. Kins
Hussein, fearing that they would
bombard the holy City of Mecca, has
preferred to abdicate the throne to

his son, in order to preserve the .

sacred places from destruction. How
his successor. Emil All. will prevent
the bombardment is not clear, al-
though he is known to be a mar. of
brilliant military record and mor-
modern and progressive than his
father. Since the World War he has
successfully fought the brigands be-
tween Mecca and Jeddah—the "tomb
of Eve.” A younger brother. Emir i

Abdcllah. is King of Transjordania. *

which is part of the mandate terri-
tory giver, to Great Britain by th.
treaty of Versailles. Another brother.
Feisel, is King, or Irak, of Mesopo-
tamia, also a part of the British man
date. All three thrones have been
and remain subsidized by Great Brit
ain, for the British found it impossi-
ble to rule the tribes without the
nominal recognition of these Arabian
Kings, but there are official British
advisers, or "residents,” behind ea<-h
throne. The subsidy to the throne
Hedjaz is £400,000 sterling. and
corresponding sums to the Irak and
Transjordania thrones. A younger
prince, son of Hussein, is now en 1
route to London, with a mission to
appeal for protection of Hedjaz and
the other kingdoms, and for greater
recognition of war pledges that Hed-
jaz should be the head of an autono-
mous alliance of Free Arabia—a na-
tion half as populous as France.

Hussein opposed the British de-
mand that he should recognize Brit-
ish sovereignty over Palestine, al-
though he had axpressed a readiness
to yvelcome Jews therein for the
building up of a JewMsh homeland —

under Moslem rule. This may explain
somewhat his forced abdication. Th-
new King, AH, is said to have prom-
ised to accede to the British regard-
ing Palestine, in consideration of
support against the Wahabis.

There are several candidates for
the caliphate, including King Fuad of
Kgypt, supported by Great Britain;

'

the Sultan of Morocco, supported by-
France, and the Sultan of Afghanis -

ton. supported by Russia. There has
been some agitation in France for re- ?

instating the deposed ’Turkish caliph.
Abdul Medjik, but it is not taken se-
riously.

(Copyright, 1024, by I’aul V. CulliusJ
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