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MARLBOROUGH GIFT
TO U. $. IS NOTABLE
Remarkable Collection of

Letters Presented to Li-
brary of Congress.

The notable gift, just announced,

made by the Duke of Marlborough to
the Library of Congress of an extensive
collection of autograph letters written
lo him between 1894 and 1926, together
with the original of the letter from the
first Duke of Marlborough, written on
the battlefield of Ramillies, May 24,
1706; the original of the letter from
Victoria to Frances Anne, Duchess of
Marlborough, written in 1880, and three
autograph letters of the Earl of Bea-
consfield. is quite without precedent in
the history of the national Library, it
was announced there yesterday, with
the explanation that no other instance
is recalled by the Library authorities
when the head of a family of such dis-
tinction has deliberately confided to a
foreign custody family memorials so
precious in character.

The collection is supplemented with
photographs and articles from the
Marlborough archives at Blenheim Pal-
ace having relation to the written docu-
ments. Aside from the unusual value
of the gift from the standpoint of the
historical investigator, it is regarded as
having a special significance from the
standpoint of international friendship
and good will.

Some months ago the duke formed
the purpose of giving the collection to
the United States, and in consulting
Bainbridge Colby, formerly Secretary
of State, accepted the latters sugges-
tion to donate it to the national Library
in Washington. It will be held in the
keeping of the Library's division of
manuscripts, in accordance with its
high importance and unique interest, j

Royalty Is Represented.
Among the individuals represented by

these letters are King Edward, the
Prince of Wales, Prince Christian of
Schleswig-Holstein, the Duke of Cam-
bridge and the Duke of Norfolk; states-
men like Lords Salisbury, Curzon, Lons-
dale, Reading, Dufferin, Lansdowne,
Milner, Rosbery, Balfour, Asquith and
Northbrook; R. E. Prothero (Lord

Ernie), Joseph Chamberlain and Win-
ston Churchill; military leaders like
Field Marshal Lord Wolseley. Field
Marshal Lord Roberts, Field Marshal
Sir John French and Gen. Sir lan
Hamilton; literary men like Ssme Ed-
mund Gosse and J. A. Spender, and
many other leading figures of the day.

The letter written by John Churchill,
first Duke of Marlborough, on the |
morning after the battle of Ramillies. it
is pointed out, was written to the J
duchess, and not to the Queen, though j
not an act of disrespect on the part of
the duke, but rather because of the
desire that his wife should share irrthis
victories and have the honor of an-
nouncing them to their sovereign.

Marlborough's soldiers, who adored
him, called him "Corporal John," or,
with even more affection, the "Old.
Corporal.” Successful as was the feint
which paved the way for the success at
Ramillies. his personal leadership was
needed to make the victory certain.
Unhorsed during the battle, he was
nearly caDtured. An aide, holding his
stirrup as he remounted, was shot
down Once again in the saddle, he
rallied his forces, who had been stunned
by the onslaught of the French, and.
driving them back until they were com-
pletely routed, won the day.

Helped Save America.
Across the sea in the same year, as a

part of the same war. the French and
Spanish were defeated in Carolina.
Ramillies helped to save America to the
English.

Marlborough's letter, now' here, reads
as follows:

"Monday. May 24, 11 O'clock.
"I did not, tell my dearest soul in my

last the design I had of engaging the
enemy, if possible, to a battle, fearing
the concern she has for me might make
her uneasy. But I can now give her
the satisfaction of letting her know
that on Sunday last we fought, and
that God Almighty has been pleased to
give us a victory.

"I must leave the particulars to this
bearer. Col. Richards, for having been
on horseback all Sunday and after the
battle marching all night, my head
aches to that degree that it is very
uneasy for me to write. Poor Bing-
fleld. holding my stirrup for me and
helping me on horseback, was killed. I
am told that he leaves his wife and
mother in a poor condition. I can’t
write to any of my children, so that
you will let them know that I am well,
and that I desire they will thank God
for His preserving me. And pray give
my duty to the Queen, and let her know
the truth of my heart, that the great-
est pleasure I have in this success is
that it may be a great service to her
affairs, for Iam sincerely sensible of all
her goodness to me and mine. Pray
believe me wr hen I assure you that I
love you more than I can express.”

The letter written by Queen Victoria
to Frances Anne, Duchess of Marl-
borough, is dated April 19. 1880, andexpresses the deep gratitude of the
Queen for the part the duchess had
played in ameliorating the lot of the
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Irish people during the famine that
followed the successive failures of the
crops in 1877, 1878 and 1879.

Helped in Famine.
During this period John Winston

Spencer Churchill, seventh Duke of
Marlborough, was lord lieutenant of
Ireland, having succeeded the Duke of
Abercom. His wile before her marriage
was Lady Frances Tempest, daughter

of the third Marquis of Londonderry

and a niece of Castlereagh. For the
famine relief fund she collected £112,484,
which, with the help of Mansion House,
London, was swelled to more than
£170,000. Her labors to aid the dis-
tressed were unremitting. Queen Vic-
toria also in her letter stated her inten-
tion of conferring on the duchess the

Victoria and Albert Order of the third
class, the highest class possible to other

than royal persons.
In further recognition of her services

to the Irish people the Duchess of
Marlborough was presented by the Irish
Relief Committee with a volume of
Illuminated addresses, which is likewise
Included In this gift to the national
library. The lettering and pictorial and
decorative features of the addresses and
their fine coloring are exceptionally
beautiful, while the signatures added
by the members of the many local com-
mittees give added emphasis to the sig-
nificance of the testimonial.

The volt me is contained in a satin-
lined box of wood exquisitely carved.
With it is a letter written to the duchess

by the Earl of Beaconsfleld, who was

Srime minister until the overthrow of
le Tory government in May, 1880. In

this letter Beaconsfleld wrote that few
parts of his government would give him
more satisfaction than the administra-
tion of Ireland, and especiaHy the ad-
mirable manner in which the duchess
had represented the dignity and benef-
icence of the crown.

Covers World War Period, f
The correspondence with the present

Duke of Marlborough, covering as it
does a full 20 years before the World
War, the period of the war itself and
the years of reconstruction, is impor-
tant for the background it furnishes for
the political and social life of England
during these three critical periods.

These letters are divided into three
groups—political, social, and military.

Bome deal with economic and agricul-
tural subjects; others give glimpses of
the social life of the pre-war years; a
number are written from the front
when the old years were over and wars
had come.

Occasionally in the collection are let-
ters which tell of duties carried on by
the duke himself of of appointments
and honors received. In 1892 and 1898
he was chancellor of the Primrose
League, and in 1900 he served with the
Yeoman Cavalry in South Africa and
was aide-de-camp to Lieut. Gen. lan
Hamilton. From 1899 to 1902 he was
paymaster general; from 1903 to 1905,
secretary of atate for the colonies: in

1917 and 1919, parliamentary aecretary

of the board of agriculture.
An early letter, dated February 2,

1899, from Sir Almeric Fitsroy, con-
tains notification that he had been
awom a privy councilor. A still earlier
letter, from Lord Salisbury, dated July
25, 1895, asks the duke to move the
address in answer to the Queen’s speech
at the opening of Parliament. And four
years later is a letter from Count Eu-
lenberg, chamberlain to Emperor Wil-
liam, written following a visit to Blen-
heim Palace by the Emperor, who had
been brought there by King Edward.

Two volumes are devoted to political
meetings at Blenheim, August 10, 1901,

and July 27, 1912, and contain letters
expressing the views of leading states-
men of the day.
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First Inn Built in 1634.
The earliest known public inn in this

country was licensed by the General
Court of Massachusetts in 1634. Inns
Increased rapidly from that time on.
About 1675 Cotton Mather, who ob-
jected strenuously *to the drinking and
smoking in places of public entertain-
ment, declared that every other house
In Boston was a tavern, saya the Gas
Logic Magazine.
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