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MACHINE'STRIUMPH
DECRIED BY EDITOR

'

Sherwood Anderson Tells In-
X stitute of Dullness of

Present Age.

*

BY THOMAS B. HENRY,
! Staff Correspondent of The Star.

, UNIVERSITYOP VIRGINIA, August

39.—Sherwood Anderson came down to
the university from his village print-
shop in the Virginia mountains last
plght to tell of the adventurous search
ot a puzzled spirit for fundamental
Values In an age of shadows, and for
realities In a world of unrealities.
' Two years ago the famous novelist,
fct the crest of his popularity, suddenly
retired to the little hill village of
tdarion. bought the town's two weekly
hewspapers. and settled down to the
Supposedly humdrum life of a country
editor.

There was much speculation as to his
motives, but as he explained last night
it was only going back to the great
ocean of human nature from which the
philosopher, the novelist and poet must
draw their materials. It was a move
to the escape of a soul from the mas-
fery of the machine and the shoddiness

*nd vulgarity of the machine’s products
j the deeper reality of starry skies over

pine-clad mountain sides, of village
prayer meetings, and of birth and love
And death among simple people.

40 Years Transition.
The famous novelist's talk before the

Institute of Public- Affairs last night,
told of the great and confusing tran-
sition in American life during the past
40 years from the simplicity of “Wines-
burg, Ohio,” to the maddening, foam-
tog and roar of life caught in the
canyons of the cities of the machine
age—a period during which the ma-
chine has become more and more and
Individuality less and less.

He referred especially to the news-
papers. Forty years ago the mechanical
problems of a newspaper were enormous.
Today the machinery is so nearly per-
fect that it has swallowed thinking—-
to publish the results of which is its
own only valid excuse for being.

Anderson’s talk abounded with spar-
kling patches as he told of his adven-
ture and the motives that le dto it, such
as the following:

"Recently I stood with the editor of a
great daily newspaper, in the pressroom
of his plant. He had been showing me
through. We had got down into the
pressroom. It was in the cellar of a

treat cement and stone building, far
own below the street level of the city.
"There we stood, in the presence of

the great modern presses, that man,
the editor, and myself.

"Well, the presses were poems in tem-
pered steel. They were magnificent.
They sang, they danced, they whirled.
If you have never seen great modern
presses, for God’s sake go and see them
some day. They are as marvelous as the
ocean, as a river in flood, as a dancing
mountain.

"The presses were printing newspapers
as rapidly as snowflakes fall in a snow
storm; they were printing white pages
and red pages. Faster, faster, faster—a
whole great city supplied with news-
papers in an hour.

"The presses were larger than this
hall. They ran as smoothly as a thor-
oughbred horse. The man, the editor of
that newspaper, and I stood beside the
presses. How small we seemed and were.

“There might be poetry made here,” I
said, as we walked a little away from
the steady, sustained song of the great
machines.

"Icalled attention to the song.
"How would it be to put your re-

porters down here in the pressroom?”
I asked, "make them do their work
down here, eh?”

"You will understand what I was
driving at. Could the spirit of man
rise to the machines he has made?

“ ‘Man made these machines to make
newspapers. Can he make contents for
the newspapers and the magazines equal
in fineness and power to these ma-
chines?’

Challenge of Machines.
“Can man rise to the nobility of his

own machines?”
"It is a challenge surely. My God,

what a challenge it is! What modem
man of sense can think himself worthy
of the beauty, the grace, the efficiency
of a modem automobile?

"I dreamed of reporters coming out
of the hurly-burly of the streets, out of
the police court, the political ward
meeting, the divorce court, the murder
trial and into the presence of these
smooth-running, singing masses of steel.
I dreamed of the man lifted up, In-
spired, set afire—something singing in
him to match the singing of the ma-
chines.

"But let me keep a little to the news-
paper itself. Newspaper writing is writ-
ing. Newspaper men are inclined to
deny that. They are only dodging.
Newspaper writing can be as direct, as
noble, as fine as any other kind of writ-
ing. It is a record, bad or good, of the
passing pageant of life.

“Everything is standardized now, our
cigarettes, our clothes, our houses, our
thoughts. The machine has triumphed.
It is going to triumph more and more. ’

"People in general are a herd. They
take what they get. Do you think the
people in general ever willed our indus-
trial age? Why. they never willed any-
thing. Everything in the world that
has been worth anything has been
willed by a few men.

“With childlike faith we take the fact
of education as implicit good. Noy; we
have every one reading. But how little
thought Is given to what they read and
write? Who cares? We are very sharp
sometimes that so-called immorality
shall not get abroad, but vulgarity and
banality may have always a free way
with us.

"Ideas are all right between friends,
In private conversation, but they are as
dangerous as dynamite when put forth
in the public prints. The world in gen-
eral cares little enough what you do, if
you will only keep still. Do not dis-
turb the dear public. Do not stir any
one’s mind. These have become the
American cries. They have become the
slogans of newspaper offices, of maga-
stoe offices, of book publishing houses.
The result Is, of course, infinite dull-
ness. Blatant dullness in the movie
houses, on the radio, in the newspapers.
Some of it is bright, sharp little dull-
ness. There are some slick men in the

Sme. There is good money in being
ck.
"But, after all, the world we live to

la only dull to the dull. In spite of the
machines the world of men and nature
remains. There are the fields and
streams. There are skies, the night,
rains, winds and snows, towns and
cities.

"No one is startled nowadays when
a man leaves a wife or sweetheart, but
If he walks off leaving a chance to
make a few thousand dollars he be-
comes an extraordinary man. My giv-

ing my time to a small country news-
paper. because Iliked doing it, although
I could have made vastly more money
doing something else, created a mild
sensation.”

Jardine Speaks.

Former Secretary of Agriculture Wil-
liam M. Jardine yesterday told the in-
gtltuto of the $50,000,000 co-operative
orgagnlzatlon chartered last week for
the purpose of serving the fruit and
vegetable growers of the United States.

No single measure that could be
passed by Congress, Mr. Jardine said,

an entirely solve the farmer’s market-
ing problems. "A marketing system
must be developed,” he said, "which
Will be farmer owned and controlled.
to that they will retain possession of
that which they produce until it gets

Sr
up to the point of consumption,

will have to market their products
rge volumes and in a more orderly
on through fewer agencies. If

they are going to get farm relief under
ttilF marketing act, It is right in this
iato that it is going to come, and the

I GLIMPSING THE FAR EAST |
| By GIDEON A. LYON.

[ Member of American Journalists’ Party Which Has Been Touring the
Orient as Guests of Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.

TSING TAO, China, July 6, 1929.
Another “hotel window” scene of sur-

passing loveliness stretches before me.
The "window” is really a balcony,
broad and comfortable, a veritable half
outdoor room. It is morning. The sun
is breaking through the clouds of a
minor storm that has just swept back
over the Laoshan Mountain. Away
over to the right are jagged hills, breaking
through the mist, and to the left is a
high terrace of red-roofed houses, neat
and trim. Directly before me is the

1 harbor, that wonderful harbor that
Germany discovered and took, together
with a few hundred thousand square

' miles of rich territory comprising the
Shantung Peninsula, some years ago.

i Right In the center of the scene, half
a mile or so from the curving shore, is
a tiny island, wooded, with a light-
house on the highest point, in the cen-
ter. It is for all the world like a “set
piece.” It does not seem quite real.

, This island is the true “Tsingtao,”
which means “Green Island.” The
name was later given to the mainland
town that Hans built —and lost.

Tire slip of a craft appears on the
horizon, coming into sight around the
left-hand promotory. Quick, the glasses!
Yes, it is a submarine, sliding swiftly
over the surface, headed for the inner
harbor, which lies around the point to
the right. Even as it is identified as
such, another comes close behind, and
then another and another, until eight
have lined up across the scene. And a
little while later come 15 destroyers,
going in the same direction. American
ships, all of them, attended by a bulky
craft, the Blackhawk. tender to the
fleet of Uncle Sam's “little boats” in
this part of the world.

One of Two "U. S. Forts.”

Tsingtau is one of two North Asia
ports that the American Navy uses, the
other being Chef oo, over on the north
side of the Shangtung Peninsula. There
Is little to choose between them, save
that Tsingtau is somewhat better pro-
tected from storms. They are both ex-
ceptional ports, that of Tsingtau per-
haps having the advantage of a better
layout for commercial purposes.

In my preceding letter I noted that
we had observed Independence day at
Tientsin. There was a gathering at
the American consul’s and another at
the Tientsin Club. Then we went to a lun-
cheon given to us by the governor, of the
province in his yamen that might easily
have been “made In Germany.” even to
the porcelain stove in the dining room.
At that luncheon some “diplomacy”
was worked by members of our party
In respect to the maintenance of the
freedom of the press in China, an
American journalist at Peiping having
just been put under the ban of the Na-
tionalist government because of his
writings for a very prominent and in-
fluential New York newspaper, and
marked for deportation. Several of
our number engaged in the making of
strong representations to such of the
Chinese as we could reach before
luncheon was served, putting to them
the unwisdom of such procedure in the
stifling of free discussion of Chinese
affairs. Then at the luncheon one of
the members of our party made an
Impromptu two-minute speech and
pledged the gathering to “a free press
in China.” Later we heard that one of
the leaders of the province, present at
the luncheon, was wiring a strong rec-
ommendation to the Nanking authori-
ties that the order of deportation be
rescinded. We do not at this time know
the status of the case, but hope that
the seed sown at Tientsin has borne
fruit.

Tsinan's Message of Death.
Our train pulled Into Tsinan shortly

after 5 o’clock the following morning.
We were bundled out, for our special

I car was to be shunted off and we were
to proceed to Tsingtau by another line.
Later wre were grateful, for the second
car was much better. We found Tsinan
deeply regretful for the brevity of our
stay. For Tsinan had a message for
us, which it hoped to present forcibly.
That message related to the deplorable
affair in that city a year ago last April,
when Japanese troops attacked and in
the melee several thousand Chinese
were slain.

Tsinan did not need any longer than
the two hours or so that we spent there
to put over the bitter protest prepared
for us against the "outrage” of this
undeniably lamentable happening. It
had the railway stations —both of them
—plastered with banners relating to
the tragedy. It took us driving through
the scene of the attack and showed
us the scars of the fighting. It had
provided a great album of photographs
of gruesome scenes after the “massacre,”
a copy of which was given to each of
us. It had other printed material
bearing on the matter.

Our specific entertainment at Tsinan
was a breakfast given by the mayor.
His speech had been translated Into ex-
cellent English and had been printed
on a charmingly decorated fan, a most
attractive and difficult piece of typog-
raphy on curved lines. The fact that
each person present had one of these
fan translations did not deter a young
secretary from laboriously reading the
translation form a manuscript, and thus
consuming about 10 minutes of the sup-
posedly valuable time.

Pearl Fountain Is Seen.
After breakfast, we were taken out

to view the "pearl fountain,” which Is
one of the show features of the mayoral
establishment, a large basin, perhaps
50 feet long by half as wide, fed by an
unfailing and abundant spring. The
water is remarkably pure. It bolls up
from the bottom and large bubbles of
air also rise, which gleam like the pearls
for which the fountain Is named. This
Is one of eight celebrated springs In
China, the Jade fountain being another
of the series.

Fish were leaping In the pool. Our
Chinese guides pointed them out and
noted for us some large ones swimming
about. They were very old fish, wewere told. It was estimated that some
of them were 400 years old. I heard
one of the officials tell a member ofour party that these fish ranged from
12 to 18 feet to length. He probably
meant inches, not feet, but nobody had
the hardness of heart to correct his
statement. The biggest fish, we were
told, had been all killed by the Japanese

extent to which they will get mare re-
lief will depend largely on the extent to
which they are willingto get together
and work with the farm board.”

Maj. Gen. Frank R. McCov gave a
detailed description of the 1928 election
In Nicaragua, supervised by American
Marines and sailors, which he said re-
sulted In an entirely honest election. In
which both candidates and the Nic-
araguan people were satisfied. The
United States already has been asked
to supervise the election of 1932, Gen.
McCoy said.
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during their occupation of Tsinan. I
saw several that were about 14 Inches
long. The waters of Pearl fountain
must be conducive to speedy growth.

And so to Tsingtau. We left Tsinan
to the cheers of the multitude. We
were loaded with gifts, the great port-
folio of shocking photographs, mono-
graphs on Tsinan and Its hideous his-

: tory, and a heavy bolt of Shantung silk
for suits, enough for several Summers’
needs, gift of the mayor.

Gifts Are Embarrassing.
These gifts are somewhat embarrass-

, ing, when they take the form of valu-
ables, such as silk. We cannot reject
them. Yet some of our members feel
that acceptance of them Is compromis-

i lng. The course of courtesy seems to
. be to take them with thanks, and with

full reservation of all rights of judg-
; ment on the questions pending and put

before us for consideration. After all,
we are not the judges of either side
In this matter.

And so, as I have written already, to
Tsingtau. We traveled over a German-
made railroad, an excellently built line,
with the rails laid on steel ties, bedded
in stone ballast. We traveled In two
first-class sleepers, with a dining com-
partment in one and a baggage com-
partment in the other. We had plenty
of room to spread about in, to lay out
our “truck” and to readjust our baggage.
But there was tragedy in the air. One
of our members, invited into the bag-
gage compartment to check up on Ids
goods, discovered that his most prized
piece of luggage was missing, a Chinese
box he had bought to carry his Peking
purchases, the whole being worth a
goodly sum. There were fireworks of
speech, and there were streams of ex-
planatory suggestions. It was not until
several hours later that it was discov-
ered that In the transfer at Tsinan, this
Chinese box had been shunted off to one
side and an American-looking trunk
substituted for It, to make up the neces-
sary number. It was an Innocent mis-
take, corrected In season.

Country More Prosperous.
All down the line from Tsinan to

Tsingtau we noted an Increasingly bet-
ter country than that which we had
seen around Peiping and Tientsin. The
farms were more thriftily tilled, the
fields were larger, the crops were in
better shape. The buildings were more
substantial. Where were the signs of
the utter poverty from which, we had
been told, the peasants of Shantung
have lately been fleeing to Manchuria?
We were told that the bad conditions,
causing the great exodus, chiefly are on
the northern side of the peninsula and
in the backlands of the province. The
southern side is more prosperous, be-
cause of better climate and better gov-
ernment. Banditry flourishes on the
northern side, and is one of the chief
causes of Shantung losing half a mil-,
lion or more people a year. But even
the north side can afford to lose them,
for there are 40,000,000 people In the
province. And I was told also that the
Manchurian migrants are sending
money back to their relatives In Shan-
tung at the rate of a million dollars—
Mexican—a year, a very welcome addi-
tion to the family purse of the prov-
ince, perhaps to the pockets of the
bandits.

We reached Tsingtau after dark. On
the station platform was a swarm of :
badged young men, running up and
down trying to locate the head of our
line. Finally some order was estab-
lished, a banner naming the various or-
ganizations sending us their greetings
was straightened out above us stretched
between two poles, and a band struck
up an air that none of us had ever
heard before. Flashlight protographs
were taken. We were ushered into mo-
tor cars and whirled to a hotel on the
harbor front, where we were shooed
into an annex to the dining room, for
a “snack” of tea and sandwiches, when
what we most urgently desired was a
wash basin apiece. Later, order was
restored out of the chaos of enthusiastic
youthful welcomers and in the course of
time we dined and slept.

Brisk Chinese Soldier*.
The sun Is risen now to a height that

displays Tsingtau In all Its Teutonic
neatness and order. Red roofs predomi-
nate. Broad streets are the rule. There
is nothing here of the squalor of the
usual city In China. A solid stone wall
holds the sea In check. Everything
bespeaks the thoroughness of the Ger-
man city planner and builder.

As I am about to close this letter,
which I am writing on the balcony, I
hear the sound of singing. Down the
street come marching 15 or 20 Chinese
soldiers, chanting something that may
be a comic song or a patriotic tune.
They are brisk young fellows who march
well. They wear their uniforms neatly
and carry their guns expertly. A far
cry, Indeed, from them to the troops of
30 years ago, who fought with old-fash-
ioned weapons and had to have the
right “fengshui” conditions forecast for
them before they moved.

INN
"The Feathers" Ludlow

“There is nothing which
has yet been contrived by
man, by which so much
happiness is produced as by
a good tavern or inn.”

So spoke Dr. Johnson in
the days of coaching when
English Inns flourished.
Many of these Inns still
thrive. One of the finest is
“The Feathers” at Ludlow,
Shropshire; famous for its
elaborate half-timbered con-
struction and the superb
carving in its dining room.
To dine in that beamed
room is to feel one’s self in
an older England.

Butyour A.B. A. Cheques
are as good as gold there as
elsewhere, but much safer
than gold. For if you lose
your A. B. A. Cheques, be-
fore you have countersigned,
them, your money will be
returned. A. B. A. Cheques
are supplied by leading
banks throughout the world.

A.B.A. CHEQUES
Look forYour Own Bank’s

Name on Your Travel Cheques

The A. B. A. Voyegere broedcset every
Wed. evening over w J Z end eseoeieted

etetione.
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