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New Hope for Naval Limitation.
Prospect* for a naval limitation

agreement, between the United States
and Britain are brightening, according

to news dispatches baspd "on the high-

est authority." This is distinctly good

news. A race between the two nations
In the matter of naval strength would
be costly and of benefit, only to the
manufacturers of armor and arms.
Every sensible American admit* today

the need of a Navy adequate for na-
, tional dpfense. But. every aenslble

American must admit that anything be-
yond that limit is bound to be a burden

• and to result in placing heavier bur-
dens on other peoples.

The naval expert* of t.hia country

and Britain have labored long over the

1 proper "yardstick" to be used in meas-
i uring the atrength of the two navies,

In an effort to reach some kirid of for-
mula for naval parity. The task has

1 been made more difficult., because, like

i experts in other lines, all naval expert*

do not agree. The American naval ex-
pert has his own idea*, and‘so has

* the British expert. The Hoover admln-

i lstratlon and the new British govern-

ment. under the leadership of Ramsay
MacDonald, are endeavoring to cut

their way through the tangle which has
, arisen, while at the same time not

Ignoring the expert naval advice ac-
corded by the officers of the United

State* and British navies. There ap-

parently 1* in sight a more simplified

manner of dealing with the problem

and reaching at last a common ba*is

1 for "parity.”
i The British government, through Mr.

MacDonald, ha* agreed to the principle
es naval parity between the United

States and Britain. This has been a

i alne qua non if the United States i*
to enter into further agreement for

naval limitation. The American people

would agree to nothing less. The prob-

t lem has been, in part, to bring about
parity and at the same time lessen. If
possible, the sire of the navies, rather
than to build up for the sake of parity,

j The British, it now appears, while be-
ing unwillingto scrap naval vessels al-
ready constructed, or on which a con-

’ alderable percentage of work has al-
( ready been done, are willing to reduce
, their cruiser strength, for example, by

falling to make replacements of British

cruiser* which become obsolete. This
may be a longer process, but It also
avoids the criticism which the destruc-
tion of property costing the taxpayers

1 million* of dollars, or pounds, ne'ces-

i aarlly brings. The United States, at the
Washington conference in 1921-25,

made a magnificent gesture in the in-
terests of naval limitation. It scrapped

millions of dollars’ worth of powerful
ships. It gave the world a thrill at a

' time when it needed one. But there
1 has been criticism of the act since then
, here in America.

The United States Government has a
cruiser-building program calling for

i fifteen new 10.000-ton cruisers. The

I probabilities are that all or nearly all of
these cruisers must be constructed if this
country is to reach naval parity with

Great Britain and the latter is not will-
ing to scrap existing ships or those near-
ly constructed. President Hoover's re-
cent announcement that construction of

1 three of these cruisers would be ius-

pended was a gesture of willingness to
reach an agreement with Britain —a
gesture In answer to that of Premier
MacDonald, who had Immediately be-
fore declared the suspension of work on
three British war vessels. There is not
the slightest doubt these friendly ges-
tures had their effect In both countries.
Hope grew anew that the Impasse which
has existed over naval limitation agree-
ments during the last few years would
be broken. There Is much in the spirit
with which a difficult problem Is un-
dertaken, and the Americans and Brit-
ish, if they meet on naval limitation
within a short time as now promised,
doubtless will meet in a more generous
spirit.

I Evacuation of the Rhineland is ex-
i pected in December, which may mean

, a merry Christmas all ’round.
mm " a ¦+

Dangerous Weapons.
Superintendent, of Police Pratt ha*

1 Just reiterated his belief that Washing-

, ton needs a more stringent law to gov-
ern the aale and possession of danger-

-1 eus weapons, and has said he will urge

Congress to enact .the Capper bill on
I the subject at the coming regular

session.
> It is to be hoped the lawmakers will

find it possible at the December ses-
sion to give serious attention to this
question, which has been put forward'
a number of times in recent years, but

never carried, through the legislative

Journey to enactment.
Under the proposed measure 4* hours'

would have to elapse between the ap-

plication of a person to buy a revolver

i and It* delivery. In that interval the

Police Department would have an op-

portunity to inquire as to the reasons
1 for which the gun is being purchased
and. in that manner, pass upon sales.

As tha superintendent points out,

thia provision would prevent a person

from obtaining a gun on the impulse
of the moment. While it would be pos-
sible for a man to go outside, the Dis-
trict for a weapon if denied one in

this Jurisdiction, that argument does
not justify leaving this city without a
more adequate law on the subject.

Tha dangerous weapon bills' that

have been introduced in the Housa and
Senate in recent years have defined in
detail the conditions under which fire-
arms could be sold here. Passage of
one of these measures would be an
effective aid In the prevention of crime.
Preventive measures are being given
greater recognition today than ever
before, and a new dangerous weapon
law would be an Important and much
to be desired step In the direction of
prevention

Prohibition Cuts Both Way*.
Herbert Hoover, regarded as the can-

didate of the “dry’s," was elected Presi-

dent a year ago over the wails of the
1 wet*, who rallied. In mo*t cases, to Al-
I fred E. Smith. Mr. Hoover, It will be

remembered, carried New York State,

I which Includes New York City. He did

j not rarry the metropolis, but It Is a

I matter of record that the Smith vote
in New York City was far less im-
pressive than It was expected to be.

Yet the Republican party in New
York City has, informally at least,

agreed to the nomination of a wringing
wet, Representative La Guardla, for
mayor of the city. It Is quite true that
Mr. La Guardla got the Jump on other
possible candidates by making an early

bid for the mayoralty nomination, and
It came to him somewhat In the nature
of a default. But, however it came to
him, he has it, or will have It, as soon a*

the primary has ratified the choice of
the unofficial Republican convention.

Here is an anomaly, apparently. But
It Is explained by the fact that the Re-
publican party, though mostly dry, also
has its measure of wets in certain lo-
calities. One of them is New York City.

Republican wets, however, have fared
ill In politics generally speaking in the
Empire Stats. The great trouble lies
In the fact that while many of the Re-
publicans of New York are wet, there
are also a great many Republicans who
are dry. The latter take their dryness
more to heart than they do their Re-
publicanism. They believe in swatting

a wet when they see one. and if he hap-
pens to be a Republican wet, they swat
him all the harder. That wa* the fat*
of former Senator James W. Wadsworth,

jr. And it is likely to be the sale of
Mr. I*Guardla. The dry Republican*

of New York in 1928 nominated an
independent dry Republican for the
Senate and cast some 300,000 votes for
him on election day. This made the run-
ning for the wet Tammany candidate
for the Senate, Senator Wagner, rom-

- paratlvely easy. Dry Republicans in
' the Greater City today are planning to

run an independent dry Republican
for mayor against La Guardla and
Mayor "Jimmy” Walker, the Democrats’
entry. If it were not for the evident sin-
eerity of the Republican drys. and also
the apparent long lead of Mayor Walker
in thia race, the fine hand of Tammany

Hail might be looked for behind the ln-
¦ troductlon of this third candidate in the

s field. Dividing the opposition by such
l tactics is an old game.

The Democrats, In such wet territory

i as New York City and Boston, for ex-
' ample, have an advantage over the

i Republicans, for the latter are partly

wet and partly dry, while the Demo-
crats in those Northern cities sre nearly

’ all wet. So the prohibition Issue Is a
• real problem for the Republican lead-

. era in New York and Massachusetts.
¦ It divides the O. O. P. in those States

• much as It divides the Democratic party
• nationally. It will be observed that In

Virginia, for example, the Democrats
have nominated this year for governor
a dyed-ln-the-wool dry, Henry Garland
Pollard. They are proclaiming his de-
votion to the dry cause, particularly to
meet the attacks of the fuslonists, the
Republicans and the anti-Smith Demo-
crats. And if the Democrat* of the

populous States of the North and East
aided by some of the Middle Western
States, and perhaps one or two of the

Far West, should succeed in nominating

a wet for President in 1932, a* they

did in 1929, the Democrat# of the South

will have nothing to do with that ticket,

in all probability.
Prohibition 1# In politics. That 1#

c.rtain. But it ha* created the most
mixed-up situation for the major po-

litical parties that they have ever
known. Neither party has officially de-
clared itself a prohibition party,, though

tha Republicans, nationally speaking,
have gone pretty far along that line.

The Democratic candidate for President
last year came out flatfootCdly against

the present dry law# and he lost States
which have always gone Democratic In
the past. Up to date there has been no
real party division along the lines of

the wet and. dry fight. The drys suc-
ceeded in winning to their cause millions
of Republicans and millions of Demo-
crats. If they have their way, they will
never turn loose the grip they have on
both the old parties. If prohibition is
to be fought out on political lines. It
can only do so after a new alignment
has been made.

When A1 Smith uses the caption, "Up
to Now," his political followers look for-
wsrd to announcement Jnr connection
with future campaigning of “to be con-
tinued in our next."

The International Scout Jamboree.
The world has just noted with con-

siderable interest the closing on August
13 of the International Boy Scout Jam-
boree at Birkenhead, England, where
fifty thousand .Scouts, representing
forty-two nations and seventy-one dif-
ferent lands, have been encamped
together for fifteen days. Thirteen
hundred of these boys were from our
own country.

This jamboree mey have been re-
garded by some as nothing more than
S ' huge boys’ picnic or frolie. Others
have recognised in it the comlng-of-age
party of the Boy Scout movement,
organised In England by Sir Robert
Baden Powell just twenty-one year*

ago. Perhaps still others have consid-
ered the gathering as merely a big

! publicity stunt, In which America has
again taken a leading part. In our
estimation It has vastly more signift-

' cance than this.
It is doubtful If the Scouts them-

selves as they mingled happily together,
conversing, though of many tongues, by
means of the American Indian sign
language, could have failed to sense a
part of the true significance of the
jamboree, at a time when nation* are
so earnestly seeking away to world
peace. In their few days of association
together they have developed a com-
radeship and an understanding more
effective for the promoting of world

brotherhood than years of diplomatic
effort. What statesmen have so far

found Impossible of accomplishment
these Seoul* of the world have brought
imomggutiw by their common

games and play and mutual exchange
of experiences.

Scoring, which is so often regarded
merely’ as a recreational activity for
boys, or lauded for Its educational and
vocational values, or praised for It#
physical culture program of hiking and
camping, is serving the world in a
generation whose biggest Idea Is how
men may learn to live together In
peace and mutual understanding.

If out of this gathering of so many
different types of boyhood, drawn from
the ends of the earth, there shall come,
as a result of their common practice
of the same handicrafts, outdoor activ-

ities. daily good turns, and con-
sequent development in character and
citizenship, a conscientiousness of the
common brotherhood of man, and an
appreciation of the Importance of every
new step in international understand-
ing, this gathering will have rendered
the greasiest sort of good turn for the
generation In which they are soon to
take a leading place.

»- 1 « ¦

A certain amount of regret arises
from the obvious determination of the
Prince of Wales never again to risk a
fractious horse in order to relieve the

seriousness of a public situation.

A White House breakfast is an influ-
ential Incident In public affairs. A
breakfast In it* very nature precludes
lengthy and Involved after-dinner
speeches.

Los Angeles has developed scenario
writers, but it*best literary output con-
tinues to come from the real estate
boosters of the "glorious climate of Cali-
fornia.”

¦¦¦¦ —a <§» a ¦¦

California has the motion picture
stars and the great real estate boosters.
Nevertheless merchants will persist In
going to nearby New York to replenish
stock for the Fall trade.

Steamships are Inclined to revive the
mania for speed. The companies should
look through the old newspaper files for
reminders of what has happened In the
past.

Rfndenburg has been President of
Germany for a long time. He is not
involved in a game of politics as fiercely
played as it is over here.

Archeologists discover robberies of
ancient tombs which make it clear that
the trouble* of the police are nothing
new whatever.

Soviet agitation in Asia might be
considerably more serious if Trotsky
were able to master a typewriter with
a Chinese alphabet.

Informal conversations are favored by
Philip Snowden. Progress is often mos*
likely to be made when men can tell
exactly what is on their minds.

---¦ > B

The Graf Zeppelin has established a
success that, leads to the hope of com-
petition that will reduce passenger
rate*.

Anxiety arises from the seeming con-
fidence on the part of Russia and China
in their mission to clvillre each other.

BHOOTING STARS. ,y
BY PHILANDER JOHNSON, f

Shattered JdealJsm.
When some one sings a song of simple

seeming.
Extolling our affections, man to man,

We listen In a state of gentle dream-
ing

And vow Humanity’s a generous clan.
But when Into the Mart we have been

straying
And fe*l the sorrow of a sudden losa,

We shudder, as we hear the broker say-
ing,

"Dear Sir, It's, time for you to come
across."

However hopeful may appear the rumor
That's wafted on an altruistie wave,

There still remains the pathos or the
humor

Which In our general reading we will
crave.

We find the same old saddening re-
minder

Os the importance of this earthly
dross,

And hear the broker’s words, whieh
grow unkinder—-

"Dear Sir, It's time for you to come
across."

Opinion Reserved.
"What is your opinion on this great

public question?"

"I can’t attempt a positive statement,’’
said Senator Sorghum. "Election is
still too far off."

Jud Tunkins says a man who brags
about how much land he owns refrains
from spoiling a pleasant Impression by
mentioning the mortgages.

Scantily Clad.
She was a swimmer, stout and bold.

We stood in terror mute
And thought she surely would take cold

In such A swimming suit I

Farm Relief.
"Have you succeeded In obtaining

farm relief?”
“Some,” answered Farmer Comtossel.

"My wife got a Gover'ment job and
brings home her wages regular.”

"We aasume,” said Hi Ho, the sage of
Chinatown, ’,'that idleneas brings reat
when it only causes new anxieties.”

Hop and Flop.

Amid the sounds of cheer
The Aviator "Hops."

And then we wait to hear
If, later on, he Flops.

"Every time I sees an airplane," said
Uncle Eben, "Fa willin’ to git back to
de old day* right here on earth, wif a
couple o' mules an’ a canal boat'’

1 9 *

There—Hie!—Ain’t No Santa.
Prom the Milwaukee Journal.

The Canadian government has
bought 4.000 reindeer. Well. Santa
Claua will need 'ois of assistance in
bringing Chris 5 packages of wet
goods below the oorder.

They’re Called Worse Than That
Prom tha San Bernardino Daily Sun.

Somebody has, called the gangsters
the new idle ridh. But
they era too rarely idle.

It Can’t Be Done.
Prom tha Ottawa Journal.

New* report gays that » drug store

ttitsar u*w"'

, ¦ . < *
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I THIS AND THAT "j
BY CHARLES E. TRACEtTELL.

Little discomforts of everyday lifeI
Seldom are they mentioned, but they

are felt just the same.
In thousands of homes throughout

the land where otherwise comfort
reigns men are forced to drink from
glasses with nicked edges.

Especially during the great iced tea
season Is this discomfort felt. House-
wives trying hard to be economical in-
sist on retaining his service, like faith-
ful dogs, tumblers which should have
been donated to orphan asylums long

1 ago.
Poor little orphan* may expect to

drink from nicked-edged glasses, but
, modem men have a right to place their

lips over clean, smooth surfaces.
It is astonishing how many notched

I drinking glasses one encounters. Just
, a nick or two, surely no one will mind!

Yet the perversity of inanimate
1 things is such that the moment 'one

brings that, glass to lip, as surely will
he run his lip or tongue squarely
against the chipped place.

We say "he." because women either
have better luck in such matters or
are more patient and keep their mouth*
shut better.

Drinking glasses are cheftp enough, so
that the moment, the edge of one be-
comes nicked it. should be thrown away. ¦

For all economical-minded persons,
bent on keeping budgets, we recite the
following true story, as a timely warn-
ing: '

A man drinking iced tea out of a tall
thin glaSvS became aware of what he
thought was a thin sliver of ice in his
mouth.

i He rolled it around with his tongue,
as one unconsciously will do, and was.
about to swallow it, when something
told him to examine the fragment.

To his amazement it proved to be a
neat sliver of glass, which somehow or
other had come out of the side of the
glass.

** * *

Another little discomfort of every day

life is wet towel’s.
There should be a law to prevent a

towel from b#ing placed bark on a rack
after it. has "been used once.

We mean not public places alone, but
> in private homes, where the danger is

I even greater.
What, is more disconcerting, after a

nice personal ablution, than to grab
up a big towel. Intent on sopping up
surplus water, to find that the towel Is
even wetter than the skin?

A wet towel Is the most clammy

thing imaginable. One almost h*d
• rather grasp a snake than a wet towel.

Dryness is the great virtue of towels,
whether so-called Turkish, huck, linen, ;
fancy, plain, embroidered, navy, large,

small, face. bath. I
f No matter what the towel, or how

much It cost, it can have no greater !
, quality than dryness.

Upon the degree of Its dryness de-
pends Its status as a good towel, indif-
ferent towel or bad towel.

> No towel can be better than its drv-
. ness. When it comes to towels the en-

tire masculine world is dry with a
1 vengeance.

*• * *

Running out of toothpaste and toilet
, soap Is another supreme discomfort.

Whether it deserves a rating with
nicked tumblers and damp towels de-1

I pends upon personal idiosyncrasies, but;
th°re can b» little question that reach-j
ing for toothpaste when there Is no *

paste, or stretching for soap when there
is no soap, calls lor a calm tempera-
ment.

With these discomforts must be
placed that of the dull razor blade.
Perhaps there is nothing, not even a
nick in the edge of a drinking glass,
which can so upset a male personage.

Few will admit so much in public.
Every man likes to pose as a sort of
cross between George Washington,
Babe Ruth and Charles L’ndbergh.
Austerity is a masculine fashion, just
as “suntan” is a mode with women.

Men pretend to be impassive—in
public. In private there is no telling
now they are. Many a wife could tell
surprising things about the actions and
words of dlgnfled beings when attempt-
ing to use a dull razor blade.

It Is when the blade is the last one
in the house that the thing takes on
inimical aspects. Then there is nothing
to do but go ahead scraping away, with
every scrape threatening to be the last.

v*** *

Breaking one’s shoestring is a trial,
too.

Especially when there are no spares
in the house.

And usually there aren't.
No enterprising manufacturer has

•advised households to put in stocks of
shoestrings, but some one of them
oU

There
o

is no more comforting feeling

than that there are two or three pairs

of shoelaces stowed away against that
dark, cold morning when one suddenly

solemnly advise all wives who
want to make a "hit” with their hus-
band to secretly lay aside a supply of

shoelaces. The look of pleased surprise

which will come to his face when he

sees new ones will more than pay for

all the trouble.
Another discomfort is too long shirt

sleeves. Manufacturers wisely make
sleeves long, to fit all sorts and condi-
tions of men. Wives should take tucks
in too long sleeves rather than permit

their husbands to appear in public with
rubber bands around their arms.

As for the lost collar button, this Is
a discomfort discussed so often that we

will pass it bv. going directly to another
due entirely to masculine haste. We
refer to the sad mistake of taking hot
wafer for cold.

.
.

. . . .
Plunging one's hand into red-hot

water when one expected cold Is to

astonish one’s self with the speed of
withdrawal. One's language, too, may
astonish others.

Serving too hot liquids at a meal,

without adequate warning to others, is
a sure way of preparing much discom-

i fort. Soup and cocoa are particular of-
I fenders. One housewife we know of
places a neatly printed card. "Hot,” by

1 each such rup or bowl, in order that
tender-mouthed guests will not be
burned.

Our last little discomfort is that of
covers which permit one's toes to poke
out in the silent and chilly night. There
Is nothing more disconcerting. Drink-
ing out of a nicked-edged glass Is mild
In comparison. Toes have a right to
privaev. after all.

All these little discomforts of every-
day life may not be found in every
household, but some of them will, and

I the sad part of them is that they all
are so unnecessary. A little thought, a

I little determination, and they would be
' no more.

BACKGROUND OF EVENTS
BY PAIL V. COLLINS.

¦ ¦ ' ¦—

’ it has long boon an accepted state-
ment illustrating the efficiency of the
mpat packers that they learned how to

utilize everv part of the pig except the

squeal. Now. at last, they have dis-
covered the economic value of the
squeal—their own. It is a pent-up
squeal, suppressed since 1920, when

the Big Four Packers —or at that time
’•Big Five '—of Chicago were sued by

. the United States under the Sherman
anti-mononoly act. and rather than

go to trial—for they confessed they

' were “guilty"—they consented to a de-
cree forbidding them to engage in re-
tail business or in the production of
other food products than meat, such
as canning, preserving or pickling.
That, case was in the Supreme Court
of the District of Columbia. A* the
defendants consented to the decree, it
never reached the United States Su-
preme Court.

In the ensuing nine yeafs, great
changes have developed in business
through the building up of chain gro-
cery store systems, and within the last,

two or three years these chain stores
have added meat to their commodities,

and since the chain stores are grown
now to great systems, quite as "mo-

nopolistic" as the Big Four Packers—-
according to the present argument of

the packers—lt is no longer fair and
equitable that the chain stores may do
what, the packers of that particular
“consent decree" ere forbidden to do—

sell both meats and groceries. So the
packers now enter tne Supreme Court
of the United Stages with a plea that
the "consent decree” of 1920 be set
aside as inequitable and unlawful.

** * *

The “ultimate consumer” may look
upon the contest between packers and
chain stores as an Innocent bystander,
a neutral, or he may realize that while
the outcome may concern rival business
interests, its effect must come very dose
to the consumer’s own interests.

For many years the plea has been
made that the wide spread between
what the farmer received for his prod-

ucts. including live stock, and what,
the retail buyer had to pay. was caused
by the too numerous “middlemen.’ If
they could only eliminate tha middle-
man and all of his profits, it would
benefit both producers and consumers.
In recent years, the unnecessary "mid-
dlemen” have been eliminated more and
more thoroughly, not merely by shift-
ing the services of the middlemen over
to the farmers themselves—which Is
Impracticable and of doubtful economy
—but by organizing the work of mid-
dlemen's distribution, so that almost
Inconceivable economies become pos-
sible.

..
, . .

Chain stores buy their stocks In
quantities hundreds of times greater
than any individual stores can handle:
they take entire outputs of food
factories, in many cases, and. while they

began with groceries only, within the
last, three years many chain store
systems have add*d meat shops to their
groceries.

*** *

If it were a menace to public wel-
fare for meat packers to add groceries

to their meat shops, it is now asked,

wherein lies the difference when gro-
ceries add meat to their food stores?
This condition did not exist in 1920,
when the packers bowed to the author-
ity of the courts and accepted the con-
sent decree” stopping the combination,

so far as they were concerned, ramer
than undertake a fight up to the Su-
preme Court of the United States.

** * *

Today, according to statements in the
present petition of the packers, there
are 1.379 slaughtering and meat pack-

ing establishments in the United States,
and all except Armour & Co., Swift ft
Co. and two other* not yet parties to
this petition are privileged to sell other

1 foods besides meats, because the “con-
sent decree” was an injunction only
against five companies, of which one,
Morris Packing Co., later, was absorb-
ed by Armour—and now affects only

Armour & Co., Swift ft Co., Wilson
Packing Co. afid Cudahy Packing Co.
The latter two are not parties to the
oresent appeal, although If the appeal
be successful they will be beneficiaries.

The other 1.375 packers are engaging
in retail grocery and meat stores, upon
an ever-increasing scale-r-from 25 to 40
such stores being owned and operated
by a company, although the practice
has not yet reached all.

The Department of Agriculture has
reported that chain groceries ofAmerica
ga business amounting to mm 3*5,000,-

' '11 11

I 000.000 a year, of which more than 10¦
I per cent of food sold is meat—over
i three and a half billion dollars of meat
| in chain stores.
I In the Midwest there la a great chaln-
! store system known as the Kroger
Grocery and Meat Stores and so enor-

; mous has its trade in meats become
that the company has purchased three
big packing plants. Yet the Big Four

; Packers are forbidden to meet that
competition upon its own ground.
Chain drug stores and chain eandv
stores maintain many factories of their
own without being accused of con-
stituting “monopolies.”

Not only are there g—at systems of
chain stores —groceries - id meats—but
now the chain stores *»re becoming or-
ganized into "chain* of chain systema”
—one monopolistic company buying up
and operating several originally inde-
pendent chain systems. At least one
such combination is familiar here in
Washington.

There remains in Washington, how-
ever. lively competition between the
rival chain systems, so that prices are
kept down, but it la alleged that in
some places where a system becomes
freed from competition, the prices are
boosted to "all that the traffic will
bear.” , , •

The entrance of the big parkera Into
the general field of food aupplies will
doubtless lead to keener competition
than any' chain stores have realized
in the decade of their development. It
is represented that it will not be the
policy of the packers to fight the in-
dividual meat dealer for he is the pack-
er's direct customer, but they are out
for a full share of profits.

*** *

What effect the entrance of the Big
Four into the handling of .vegetables
and fruits, whether raw or processed,
will have, remains to be seen. At the
time of the “consent decree” in 1920.
they had contracts with co-operative
vegetable and fruit growers, especially
of the Far West, by which they mar-
keted nearly all of the crops of the
co-operative organizations, and were
building up a great export trade.

It is stated that the packers own all
of their refrigerator cars and that when
they hang carcasses of meat in such
cars there remains a waste apace be-
neath the carcasses, which can be
packed with cases of fruit* and vege-
tables, so that all cost of transportation
of such fruits and vegetables is elim-
inated. The shippers pay the same
freight charges for hauling the car of
meat along as they do when the crev-
ices are filled with other products. This
enables the packers to undersell all
competition by their saving of freights.
The facilities of the great packers for
marketing abroad cannot be equaled by
small dealers, the result being that
American vegetables and fruits find
their way all over the world through
the trade mark already identified with
American meats.

*** *

Whatever may be the outcome of. a
lively fight for trade, between packers
and chain groceries and mail-order
houses, few will contend that organized
business will ever go back to the days
of small independent dealers, or small
Independent producers, any more than
wagon-making in the village shops will
drive out Henry Ford automobile and
airplane manufacturing in mass pro-
duction. There are too many, and too
obvious, economies in mass production
to let the "village blacksmith” claim
preference in the future.

The same trend is apparent in mass
distribution, including direct contact
between the farm and the city dining
room. Only last week, the broadcasting
radios carried an announcement of a
great mail-order establishment that
hereafter the company would pay trans-
portation on every purchase to any
destination, and now another mail-
order firm proposes free service in re-
pairs and aupplies for all automobiles
bought from the firm and falling In
need within 20 miles of the city, with a
moderate charge for greater distance.

In the production of foods the indi-
vidual farmer retains his independence
at present, except for the rules of his
own co-operative organization. But he
is making as efficient use of the
“squeal” as do the packers, for he la
calling upon the Government to organ-
ise the sale of his surpluses abroad.
The farmers, too, are recognising the
need of co-operative organisation for
marketing, whether upon grain ex-
changes or through lsrgs companies.

Famed German “Lifer’s”
Pardoning Is Recalled

To th« Editor of The iter:
’

Reading the absorbing details in the
Boston papers, out here on glorious
Nantucket Island, of the transfer of
Jesse Pomeroy from his penitential dom-
icile of the past half century my
mind travels back to a personal rem-
iniscence of one of Europe’s most fa-
mous "lifers," Heinrich Gabel of
Moabit Prison. Berlin.

In the year 1910, when I was on duty
in Germany for the London Dally Mail,
the dynamic proprietor of that Journal,
the late Lord Northcliffe, asked me to
arrange for him and the English novel-
ist, John Galsworthy, a visit of inspec-
tion to Moabit, the most celebrated of
German convict prisons, and modeled
after England's equally renowned Pen-
tonville. Oalsworthy, who had already
produced both his "Strife" and "Jus-
tice," I think, was interested in com-
paring Continental prison practices
with those then extant in Britain. I
recall his saying, after our forenoon at
Moabit, that in many respects he found
German methods more humane than
British, though Galsworthy was horri-
fied by one observation, vis., the rule
requiring Moabit prisoners (who were
all in solitary confinement) to don
black masks whenever they left their
cells. We were told this was a system
introduced to prevent "Moabiters" from
knowing one another, and thus being
able, when liberated, to practice black-
mail. They exercised outdoors and at-
tended chapel in masks.

I accompanied Northcliffe and Gals-
worthy to Moabit, to act as interpreter.
The director of the prison, on orders
from the foreign office, extended us the
freedom of his grim port, accompanied
us throughout the prison as a personal
guide and bade us exercise the quite
unusual privilege of conversing with
individual prisoners to any extent the
British visitors desired.

Moabit contained many "lifers."' Mr.
Galsworthy was astounded, as was Lord
Northcliffe, to encounter one prisoner,
Heinrich Gabel, who had alreadv "done"
34 years of a life sentence. The Eng-
lishmen’s astonishment was aroused(if I remember rightly), because they
remarked that in Great Britain ''lifers"
are automatically liberated after serv-
ing 20 years if- they possess a good
prison record.

“Wile,” said Northcliffe at the end ofa 10-minute chat in Gabel's cell, “re-
mind me about this old fellow as soon as
I'm back in London.” Gabel was in

Moabit for murder. He had killed a
gentleman farmer in East Prussia at
the dead of night while engaged in
robbery. Gabel was sent up for life
about the year 1876 and was now serv-
ing something like his thirty-fifth vear
in "solitary" at Moabit, Enfeebled ofbody and mind, he for years had been
prison pet. When we saw him. a white-
haired, amiable man of penhaps 68,
who had spent roundly half his life in a
cell. Gabel was no longer required to Icomply with Moablt's stern discipline, !
though he remained in the barred and 1
bolted cage which had been his home
for a third of a century. “I have my-
self urged the Kaiser to pardon Gabel,”
explained the klndlv Zuchthaus-Direc-
tor. who added that Germany's two
other Kateers. Wilhelm I and Friedrich
11, under both of whom the old convict
had done his unending time, had also
refused to extend him imperial clem-ency.

Before our party left Moabit, North-
cliffe asked the director of the prison
w-hether there would be any objection
to taking up Gabel's case in fondon''—a suggestion which my respected “chief"

later explained as referring to his inten-
tion to mention the affair to Count
Wolff-Metternich, the Germany ambas-
sador to the Court of St. James. The
warden said he would be happv if any-
thing could be done to get Gab»l liis
freedom.

I heard nothing further of the oldman until—months later—l was flab-
; bergasted by "streamer" head-lines in
j the Berlin evening papers reading:
! "Moabit's Oldest Prisoner Released,
i Murderer Heinrich Gabel Pardoned by
I Emperor William.” I cabled the storv
I in detail to the Daily Mail, knowing of
! Northcliffe's interest in his case, though
j without any semblance of information '
that the Napolean of Fleet street had
Intervened in the "lifer's" behalf.

Next day Northcliffe telegraphed me:
“Congratulate my old friend Gabel on
hi* pardon and give ( him 500. marks
($125) in gold with my compliments,
to help him begin life over again.” So
I made my second pilgrimage to Moabit.
The Herr Direktor guessed I had comeon Gabel's account, and then took my
breath away by saying that the old fel-
low was unwilling to leave prison: had
said he was comfortable and happy
there, and feared to make his wav in a
world of which he knew nothing. Gabel
was still at Moabit, I was told, because
it had not yet been determined how to
dispose of his unprecedented case.

I left Lord Northcliffe's bounty at
the director’s office, and was assured
it would be duly bestowed. A couple
of weeks later, the director telephoned
me to come to the prison and see Gabel.
He had finally consented to leave. He
wanted to thank his English benefactor
personally through me. That ceremony

i was duly performed the same day. Gabel
greeted me in a suit of very presentable
"store” clothes, including gray fabric,
gloves, which he had donned for the
occasion. The director said the author-
ities had located some of the old prison-
er's relatives in the provinces, and he
was being sent to them. *

Gabel passed out of my life after that
—but only for a while: for, some three
months later. Moabit communicated
with me again. The director thought
Lord Northcliffe might care to know
that Gabel was about to be married,
and was using the Daily Mail gold to
feather the matrimonial nest. He had
rediscovered a sweetheart of his vouth.

FREDERIC WILLIAM.WiLE.

Olympia Memorial Cost
Question Is Deplored

To the Editor of The Star:

It seems most unfortunate that when
plans are progressing furthering the
earnest desire of so many people to
have the U. 8. 8. Olympia brought to
our Nation's Capital for its final rest-
ing place, a question should be rasied
as to the financial responsibility.

In my opinion, there is no need for
discussion or a vote on the question.
Since we have in Arlington the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier, it seems most
fitting that the historic vessel that
brought the body of the American sol-
dier to America for burial should be
placed in the vicinity of the Nation’s
Capital, both becoming a national asset,
with expense borne by the Nation. The
disposition of the vessel could not be
considered from a more important
standpoint.

The presence of the Dewey flagship
on the waters of the Potomac, though
bistori'cally. educationally and senti-
mentally of great value, would not prove
solely of interest to the residents of
the District of Columbia, but it would
be one more national relic, property
placed, of Interest to all loyal Amer-
icans. GRACE D. SEIBOLD.

Sort of Hello and Good-by.
Prom the New Bedford Evenln* Standard.

Dispatches from Nantucket chronicled
“the worst forest fire In the history of
the island." The year 1929 should be
forever fsmous as the year of the dis-
covery of forests on Nantucket. •
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50,000 or 100,000 acre agricultural pro-
ducing corporation, and the wastes of
incompetence and misinformation as to
market conditions will be eliminated
through expert and systematic organi-
sations, and complete equipment, al-
though up to the present the loose dis-
cipline of help on bonansa farms has
prevented Ideal ‘profits due to “mass"
production. Systematizing of farm
work, scientifically, still awaits a Ford
genius.

Pessimism complaining that such de-
velopment will “enslave” the free and
Independent farmer may be met with
the examples of the Increased pros-
perity and comfort of the expert me-
chanic In factories, as compared with
the "village blacksmith" and his chest-
nuts.

(Ooarrlsfet, 1*», bp Paal T. Coffins.) ,
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
BY FREDERIC J. HASKIN.

Did you ever write a letter to Frederic
J. Haskin’ You can ask him any ques-
tion of fact'and get the answer in a
personal letter. Here is a great educa-
tional idea introduced into the lives oi

the most intelligent people in th? world
—American newspaper readers. It Is a
part of that best purpose of a news-
paper—service. There is no charge ex-
cept two cents in coin or stamps for
return postage. Address Frederic J.
Haekin. director. The Evening Star In-
formation Bureau, Washington, D. C.

Q. How much of a crowd will a side-
walk hold with comfort to pedestrians?
—H. F.

A. When the volume of traffic ap-
proaches 800 persons per foot of width

l per hour, the walk.becomes overcrowd-
ed, people leaving the sidewalk for the
roadway.

Q. When did Scottish Immigrants
first come to this country?—F. H. S.

A. The earliest immigrants landed at
Port Royal—now Annapolis Royal— r
Nova Scotia; in 1629. They were un-
der the leadership of Sir William Alex-
ander. They have gradually migrated
to the West.. This year in BanfT, Al-
berta. the Highland gathering and
Scottish music festival will celebrate
the 300th anniversary of the event

Q. Who founded the Pennsylvania
Academy of the Fine Arts?—M. F.

A. The idea of having such an in-
stitution originated with Charles Will-
son Peale, father of Rembrandt Peale.
The academy was chartered in 1806 and
is still In existence.

Q. How many people should a church
auditorium of a certain size seat?—
A. F.

A. The minimum spacing for pews
back to back is 30 inches—32 or even
j33 inches to be preferred. A space of

18 inches in the length of the pew is
considered a fitting. The actual seat-
ing capacity can be determined only
by drawing the seats to an accurate
scale on the floor plan, and then meas-
uring the linear feet of the pmvs. For
approximate values 6 or 7 square feet
may be allowed for each seat.

Q. Is it advisable to can com by
the use of tartaric acid?—A. D. E.

A. The Bureau of Home Economics
says that it dqes not recommend the
use of any acid in the canning of com.
Either process the com in a steam
cooker or use the old-fashioned method, j

Q. I understand that the Chinese ;
regard a certain type of bird's nest, as
a delicacy. What appearahce does this
have?—B. N. S.

A. You probably refer to the nest j
i of the selangane or of related species
of swift or swiftlet of the Malay Archi- j

i pelago. It has the shape and size of j
half a teacup, is attached to the rock

I in the interior of a cave, and has the
appearance of fibrous gelatine or isin-
glass. It is composed of a mucilagi-
nous substance secreted by special
glands, and is not, as was formerly
thought, made from a glutinous sea-
weed.

Q. Was Passion week ever known by
another name?—H. h.

A. The primitive Christians styled It
the “Great week.”

Q. What is the law of diminishing
returns?—E. H.

A. It is an economic law. which
states that in any given stage an in- j
crease cf labor or capital applied be-
yond a certain point in the cultivation
of land causes a less than proportion- i
ate increase in the produce raised from
a given area. This law is generally
attributed to Ricardo, but. it was dis-
covered considerably earlier.

Q. How many muscles are there in
the human body?—C. £>.

A. There are 357 muscles listed in
Gould's Medical Dictionary.

Q. When did Montgomery and Stone
i play “The Wizard of Oz?"—J. L.

A. They appeared in "The Wizard of
Oz" in 1903.

Q. How many- dude ranches are
there in Wyoming and Montana?—D. L.

A. Nation’s Business says there are
; about 100 of these ranches in Wyoming !
and Nevada, which take paying guests I

from the East. Last year about 5,000
visitors were entertained at the height
of the season.

Q. What is the acreage of Boston
Common?—G. H. L.

A. The Boston Common and Boston
Public Gardens comprise 72.65 acres.

Q. Is the Duke of Kent always a
son of the King of England?—E. J. R.

A. While the Duke of Kent is a title
usually reserved for use by sons of the
reigning monarch of England, the title
has otherwise been borne.

Q. Do doctors live longer than other
people?—L. A. H.

A. According to tne Metropolitan
Life Insurance Co., physicians have*no
advantage in longevity, as one might
expect because of their profession. On
the contrary, they do not live as long
as the ordinary policy holders. At the
age of 30. when a physician begins his
career, the doctor's expectation of life
Is two years less than that of the gen-
eral population.

Q. Who founded the Youth’s Com-
panion?—E. N. F.

A. The Youth's Companion, which is
soon to be merged with and known *>«

the American Boy, was founded over
100 years ago by Nathaniel P. Willis, sr.

Q What is the meaning of Sturm-
vogel as applied to aviation—G. G.

A. Sturmvogel. translated as storm
birds or stormy petrels. Is the name of
the gigantic national German organiza-
tion for the purpose of bringing flying
within the reach of the masses. Ten
thousand members have already en-
rolled. Honorary heads are Minister of
the Interior Severing and Air Minister
Von Brandenburg.

Q. What is the literal meaning of
boudoir?—A. H. D.

A. Literally boudoir means a pout-
ing or sulking place instead of a place
of retirement. It is derived from the
French verb bouder, meaning to pout.

Q. Is buying stock on margin ever a
safe thing to do?—A. J. C.

A. It is if you have sufficient easi’v
available security to pay for the stock
outright. There is marginal buying on
the part of people of large means who
are at any moment prepared to taks up
and pay for the securities in ease of
necessity, but whose money perhaps, at
the time of wishing to make a purchase

j in the stock market may be well and
desirably invested in securities which,

j in turn, are in the safe deposit box. The
man of means, buying stocks at this
time, very likely expects to buy for an

i anticipated quick rise in the stock mar-
I ket and would make a marginal pur-
! chase temporarily rather than dispose
jof well thought of investments already •
jowned. Such men. in case of necessity,
| can sell these securities and take up
and pay for the stock margined or use
them for increased margins, and it Isonly this class of people who can safely
carry stocks in this way.

Q. What is the value of the agricul-
tural products of Los Angeles County,
Calif.?—H. B. •

(
A. Los Angeles Countv claims to lead

all counties of the Nation in agricul-
tural production. Last year its field
crops were valued at $9,242,500, truck
crops at *11.481.804. fruit and nuts at
$48,065,366, lire stock and live stock

I products at $26,489,062, making a total
value of $95,278,732.

1 Q. How long have coffee urns been
used in this country?—M. R. C.

A. As far back as 1691 urns were In
' use in the Boston Coffee House. One
of the largest, manufacturers of coffee
urns today claims to have made cop-
per-tinned coffee, tea and water urn*
with tinned copper baskets or perco-
lators as far back as 1855. They were
heated with steam coils, alcohol lamp*
or gas burners.

Q. How many people live on Tristan
da Cunha Island?—S. E.

A. H. G.' Moore, traveler and lec-
turer. says that when he touched at
the lslond in February. 1929, there were
156 Inhabitants. Eight babies had been
bom during the past year. This island

! has been designated "the loneliest pop-
ulated spot on all the earth's surface”

! and as the “farthest flung of all Great
! Britain's outposts.”

Sliding Scale Defeat Awakes
No Audible Lamentation

Failure of the eliding scale tariff on
sugar, which had-been presented in the
interest of the beet growers, apparently
causes no widespread popular regret.
The variable nature of the rate, de-
pendent on market conditions, and the
fact, that, it was declared to be of the
same nature as other agricultural legis-
lation intended to fix prices, combined
to make the plan offered with the in-
dorsement of Senator Smoot a storm
center in the tariff discussions of the
Nation.

"The Senate finance committee will
now fix a flat, rate,” believes the Wheel-
ing Intelligencer, as it concludes that
"it is more than likely that there will be
not only much talk, but action, in fixing
a lower rate on sugar than the House
suggested.” That paper continues:
"The House rate is absurdly excessive.
It would serve no worthy purpose and
do a great deal of harm. It would be an
additional cost of more than $120,000,-
000 annually upon American consumers,
which Includes everybody and espe-
cially housewives. It would wreck the
only large industry of Cuba, our friend
and virtual ward, and Cuba is a good
market for our manufactured goods. It
would not help the small, and econom-
ically unsound, American beet sugar in-
dustry, the accredited representatives of
which have publicly testified that,, un- 1
der the present tariff duties, they are
amply protected for the limited produc- 1
tion they can have."

The abandoned project is described by
the Chat.tanocga Times as "the tariff
scheme which was to result in that re-
markable thing—benefit to both the
sugar producer and the sugar consumer.
Since it has been dropped because of
opposition on the part of the sugar in-
dustry,” continues the Times, "Tt may
be presumed that the industry did not
see very much benefit in it—certainly
not so much as it wanted. As for the
consumer, he never was able to under-
stand how the plan could in any w»ay
benefit him.”

“It should be realized.” says the New
York Herald Tribune, “that.sugar tariffs
have two purposes—first, to protect the
domestic beet industry, and second, to
afford customs revenue. Undoubtedly,
the protectionist element Is the strong-
er in this case, and as a general prin-
ciple it can certainly be said that, it is
a good policy for the United States to
assist, by all reasonable means the de-
velopment of those industries which
make us independent of the rest of the
world for our foodstuffs. But with this
principle accepted, beet sugar remains
a border line case. It has yet to prove
itself economically an important factor
in agricultural prosperity.”

“The fact is,” declares the Atlanta
Journal, “while a small group of beet-
sugar growers have been earning in-
ordinate profits under the tariff's sub-
sidy, the rank and file of American
farmers have paid, as consumers of
sugar, hundreds of millions of dollars
toward the maintenance of that so-
called ‘protection’ of agriculture.” The
Manchester Union argues: “It goes
without saying that any change in the
sugar rates can be freighted with po-
litical dynamite. That is testified to
by the'Democratic alertness, by reports
that Senator Borah may offer an
amendment providing for a revenue
duty on sugar and payment of bounties
to American cane and beet producers,
by the elose watch the administration
is keeping on developments in the situ-
ation. There is plenty of Interest in
the tariff in general, but auger offers
the issue that looms biggest at present.”

•¦The thapry of the sliding scale i**f..

be sound.” says the Indianapolis Star. ?
"but the majority of those who would
have to pay the bill do not understand
just what it would mean. They prefer,
ho doubt, to know what would be ex-
pected from them. The sugar interests
also favor definite figures, which makes
it practically trtisnimous. There is also
a surprisingly large number of
who believe the sugar tariff is high
enough now. and who oppose any kind
of an increase, either sliding scale or
fixed rate. Senator Fess of Ohio is
quoted as saying that he is quite dis-
turbed about the tariff, particularly tha
changes in the sugar schedule. The re-
action he gets from the country, he
says, is that tariff increases must be
within reasonable bounds. He is a
strong protectionist, but sees the com-

j plications that may arise if Congress
| passes a bill which does not meet with
| the approval of the people.”

The purpose that lay behind the d*-
i seated provision is described by the
| Springfield Republican: "In effect, the
| sliding scale is a scheme to stabilize
I the price of sugar. That, in fact, is
admitted by the authors of it. Evi-

i dently. wholesale prices stabilized at
j for 100 pounds would mean to them a

J sugar heaven.” The Fort Worth Rec-
J ord-Telegram refers to "the Senator
from Utah” as "the sugar daddy” of

] the growers seeking protection, and the
1 Detroit News, looking upon the effort

1 that was made, asserts that "in 40
years of sugar grabs, this one takes
the all-time grand prize.” Assertions
that the plan meant "price fixing” are
made by the Syracuse Herald, Memphis
Commercial Appeal and Canton Daily
News.

"Senator Smoot has not yet an-
nounced what tariff he will ask for,”
remarks the Richmond News-Leadpr,
"but he is evidently unsure about his
position." Nevertheless the Janesville
Gazette speaks for the desired protec-
tion: "We have built up in this coun-
try a large beet-sugar industry, it is
bound to be ruined if it is not given
some definite protection. For years we
have made a sugar tariff that'was de-
sisted to help the cane-sugar interests.
The beet product was then negligible.
The amount each family would pay in

addition to present prices based on' the
Hawley tariff would be less than 50
cents a year at present consumption. It
is over this small sum that we have so
much political ado. There seems to
be no middle ground on the sugar tar-
iff1 either we make a duty high enough
to keep our own industry or we make
sugar free and ruin it.”

Elements which are hostile to the
sliding scale are mentioned bv the
Buffalo Evening News: “The domes-
tic sugar growers, who want a high,
flat rate for protection: the Farm Bu-
reau Federation, which appears still to
be harboring the peculiar obsession of
the debenture fight: the Cuban sugar
producers, who fear that the sliding
scale would operate to their disadvan-
tage: the Democratic Senators, who en-
courage all phases of opposition as a
matter of party policy.” The News
adds. "It ia Just possible that the in-
terests of the general mass of the popu-
lation would be served best by a plan
which has aroused the combined hos-
tilityof all these elements.” *

.

It Improves Some.
From trie Springfield (Ohio) Mew: -Sub.

It Is claimed that the eating of pea-
nuts In the gallery interferes with talk-
ing pictures, but some persons think tt
sounds Just ss good,

8


