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Constitution Day.
The Constitution of the United State* i

of America was adopted September 17,

1787, one hundred and forty-two years
ago. It is the basic law of the land
which officials of the Government swear
to uphold. But it is not alone the duty

of the officers of the Government to.
uphold the Constitution. It is a duty
that falls equally upon every American
citizen. In order to uphold and to live !
in accordance with the Constitution, it
is essential that American citizens
should be familiar with this great docu-
ment—the greatest document of Its
kind in the world.

To far too many the Constitution is
Surrounded by a nebulous haze, regard-
ed as a state paper for legislators and
lawyers to deal with. It is not neces-
sary that a citizen shall know by heart
the wording of the Constitution. What
is necessary is that he shall know the
principles of Government which are laid
down in the Constitution, shall know

the true implication of those principles
and be guided by them in his perform-
ance of his duties as a citizen. For that
reason the American Bar Association
and other patriotic organizations have
sought to have “Constitution day” cele-
brated in all parts of the land, and to
have the schools, churches and the
press give attention to spreading knowl-
edge of the Constitution curing the
entire week in which September 17
falls each year.

The laws of the United States, en-
acted by Congress and approved by the
Chief Executive—or notwithstanding
the disapproval of the latter in the
event Congress passes a bill over the
presidential

*

veto—are written in the
liglffi of the Constitution. They must
not violate any provision of that Con-
stitution. The laws of the States, en-
acted by the state Legislatures, also
must conform to the broad principles
laid down in the Constitution. The
rights of the citizens and of minorities
are guaranteed in the Constitution
against invasion by tyrannical laws or
officials of Government,

The Constitution is the property of
the people of the United States. It Is
theirs to uphold, to amend, or to de-
stroy. The authority of the Constitu-
tion comes from the people themselves.
The Constitution itself provides the
manner in which it may be changed if
the people so desire. To seek to annul
it or to violate it amounts in effect to
treason to the United States. This is'
a country of law, grounded upon the
provisions of the Constitution. When
it ceases to be a country of law. when
the constitutional provisions are flaunt-
ed and defeated by Individuals or by
Legislatures, theri will Government be
broken down.

“We. the FeoplCof the United States,”'
begins the Constitution, ”in Order to
form a more perfect Union, establish
Justice, insure domestic Tranquilitjf,
provide for the common defense, pro-
mote the general Welfare, and secure
the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves
and to our Posterity, do ordain and es-
tablish this Constitution for the United
States of America.”

High aims, indeed. A Government of
the people and by the people should be
a Government for( the people. The
Constitution sets up a representative
form of Government. It is vitallyneces-
sary, therefore, that the people who
choose their representatives shall at all
times be diligent in the selection of
these representatives, that they shall be
willing to study the question* whicb
come up for decision in Nation, State
and community. And particularly i* it i
necessary for the welfare of the whole t
people that they shall have in mind
and heart the true meaning of their
Constitution.

¦¦ » R

In the fight against commercializing
the Rockville Pike, every tourist from
out of town will hope that zoning
will not be too severe In limiting the
available number, from space to space,
Os gas-filling stations.

Politics - is taking on an aspect of
*orld seriousness which leaves the
rustic statesman who depended on
treating a hullabaloo at the primaries
With something to think about.

Mussolini has relinquished a number
of offices. Every intelligent artist
realizes the danger of a display of too
much versatility.

The Cue of Officer Allen.
Policeman Robert J. Allen has been

a member of the Metropolitan Police
* Force for almost three years and dur-

ing that period of service has estab-
lished the interesting record of having
been tried three times by the Trial
Board. Each time he has been acquit-
ted, either by the Trial Board or upon
appeal to ithe Commissioners, and each
time has gone back to his beat with a
technically clear record. For the fourth
time, yesterday, he was notified for-
mally to appear before the Trial Board

i to defend himself. This time he is al- ;
leged to have been sitting in an auto-

mobile parked In rear of the nurses'
home at Emergency Hospital, when he
should have been, in police parlance,
pounding the pavement. Policeman

Allen maintains that he was looking

out for two men suspected of stripping
automobiles of accessorise, and that the
parked automobile afforded a conven-
ient and strategic hiding place,

M: The ease of Policeman AllAeonsti-
mml phtnftmtr^

will bear Inquiry and deserves more
than ordinary consideration. Either
Policeman Alien has developed an un-

fortunate complex which prevents his
, keeping out of trouble or else somebody

on the police force has taken a* his
. chief mission in life the laying of

cundry traps and pitfalls for Policeman
, Allen. In either cose, as tha saying

goes, something ought to be done.

Policeman Allen may be an excellent

officer. Certainly hia oral and written
opinions concerning the ethics of police

work stamp him as one who has the
right ideals. Personally he is a likable
and an engaging young fellow. But If he
is' unable to keep out of trouble, such
virtues have no reward. A good police-
man prevents trouble and does not
make it. On the other hand, if some-
body is gunning for Policeman Allen

; and is determined to see him in civilian
jclothes before snow files, he is even

i more culpable than the culprit. He
; should be shorn of his uniform and de-
prived of his badge. If the two are to

| be balanced, the police officer who can-
! not keep out of hot water is less harm-
j ful to discipline and morale than the

' policeman who conspires for the down-
! fall of another officer. There Is nothing
| sinister about the policeman who gets

j into trouble. That is something tan-

I gible and understandable and easily cor-
’rected, like a shoe that pinches. But
conspiracy is another thing.

The Trial Board should make a real
effort to sift the Allen case to the bot-
tom and find out what lies under the
surface. Policeman AN™ should be
given other worlds to conquer or his
persecutors brought to book, and the
public should be in on the inquisition

! to decide for itself which is which.

The Other Sea Powers.
In American enthusiasm over the

prospects of a naval accord between the
! United States and Great Britain, there

has been a natural inclination to over-
look, or at least to underestimate, cer-
tain inherent factors which have no
concern with a purely Anglo-American
agreement. To them Prime Minister j
MacDonald, In a press Interview at
London yesterday, calls useful atten-

tion.
The British leader makes clear, not

for the first time, that while Washing-

ton and London may propose, it will

be for a five-power naval conference
ultimately to dispose. Mr. MacDonald
plainly indicates that the conference

may even oppose. He has reference to

the known demands of France and
Italy for such an allocation of cruiser,

destroyer and submarine strength as, in

their respective opinions, are requisite

to their naval defense systems.

To a lesser degree, the prime minis-

ter hns Japan in mind. Unconfirmed,

but plausible, reports are coming out of

Toklo to the effect that, with Britain

aid America arranging for large and

fixed cruiser tonnages, the Japanese

navy will demand alll0 —7 ratio in
ships of that class, instead of the 5—5—3
battleship ratio now in force.

Mr. MacDonald is unequivocal on

this score. "Any agreement come to

with President Hoover now,” he says,

“must be subject to the decisions of

the five-power conference being in con-
sonance with It. Otherwise decisions

which the conference either took or

failed to take might have the effect of
leaving us In a hopelessly weafc position

in relation to other countries. It Is
clearly understood that whatever Great

Britain agrees to now. with America,

will require to be scanned aft.er the
five-power conference to see that it is

all right In relation to the decisions of

that conference.”
Mr. MacDonald here is both the

statesman and the politician. As states-

man, witness his affirmation that "the
Kellogg pact, eliminating all war from
national policy, 1* the basis of any

agreement,” and that he and Mr. Hoo-

ver are "determined to come' to an
agreement which shall be larger in

spirit than a mere naval accord.” As

politician, Mr. MacDonald must have
constantly in mind the eternal require-

ment of the British people, practically

of all political complexions, for in-

violable security at sea for the empire.

A five-power naval agreement which

left France, Italy or Japan, or any

combination of those powers, in a posi-

tion to menace British interests in the

Mediterranean or the Far East would

expose the MacDonald Labor govern-

ment to the instant peril of destruc-

tion.
That is why the susceptibilities and

the demands of the non-English-speak-
ing sea powers bulk so influentially

In Mr. MacDonald's calculations.

After Russia and China settle their
difficulties, the realtors will be invited

in to establish new and prosperous
subdivisions, which procedure should
operate for the promotion of civilization.

Money is abundant and so is life.

A series of air accidents is no deterrenl
to the enthusiasm concerning aero*

nautics. ,

When Peace is mentioned, there is
no disagreement so far as the word

is concerned. Everybody approves of it.

Whence Game the Indians?
When European voyagers crossed the

Atlantic and "discovered” America they

found here an aboriginal people who

were given the name of “Indians” be-

cause of the mistaken idea that the
land was In fact the “Indies.” As the
continent was explored and eventually

settled by newcomers from overseas
certain tribal variations between the
natives of different parts were noted,

but to the unskilled observation of the
white pioneers they all oeemed to be of
the same racial stock. In later times,

when the American civilization' was
established, the “Indians” became the
subject of scientific study and re-
searches were conducted into their
origin and their ancient customs and
relationships. A theory was advanced
that the original stock of these so-
called aborigines came from Asia. The
fact that geological evidence existed of
a practically continuous land contact
between the two continents, across the
present Aleutian Straits, pointed to this
possibility ifnot probability.

This hypothesis of the original peo-
pling of America from Asia has long
attracted scientists, eager to trace
origins of race masses. Study of the
remains of ancient American civiliza-
tion in the cliff dwellings and the
pueblos of the West, comparison of the
artifacts discovered in such ruins with
Asiatic materials, observation of the
language symbols of the two continents,

1and other methods of research have led *
to no d"*1" I** 1** conclusion, but the theory

4 *

1 1 remains in favor with many anthro.

• jpologists, despite the difficulty of flnd-
¦ lng actual evidences,

i Recently Dr. Ales Hrdlicka of the
f Smithsonian Institution, recognized

t throughout the world ss one of the
r foremost of- living anthropologists, has

t been making a study of conditions in
j Alaska In the hope of finding traces of

the connection between Asia and Amer-
: lea leading to the conclusion that this

i continent was peopled from across the
; straits, or at least that there was a
: large contribution of population from

> Asia, even though there was an sborig-
> inr.l stock here. A report from Seattle
i states that Dr. Hrdlicka, after spending

, the Summer In this research, has failed
to find specific proof of the origin of
the American Indian. But he does not

, abandon the hypothesis on that ac-
, count. This is the attitude of the true

rcientist. Negative results are not con-
clusive.

In this connection it Is interesting io
, note that Roy Chapman Andrews, who

has for some years pant been conduct-
ing exploratory researches in Mongolia,
seeking end finding remains of pre-

j historic animals—the discovery of fos-

i sllized, dinosaur eggs was one of the
i achievements of the expeditions led by
j hlm-*ha« from the beginning of his

| Asiatic studies entertained the theory

I of Asiatic origin of the American In-

I dian, and has hoped to be able to con-
; ’Untie his Mongolian researches along

I this line. Recently in Peiping he stated
| that he believed that if he were not in-

terrupted and interfered with by the
Chinese authorities, who have blocked
his work this past Summer, he could
establish the basis for a progressive
study of the area between the Gobi
Desert, where he found the dinosaur
eggs, and the Pacific Coast., a study
which he believed would result in trac-

i ing out the advances of the migratory
movement leading across the Aleutian
Straits to the North American Conti-
nent.

Dr. Hrdlicka finds that the ancient
marks of human occupation in Alaska

j have been so far obliterated by geologic

changes as to make the study most diffi-
cult. It is- possible that the research
may be more effectively conducted from
the other side. To that end it is to be
hoped that conditions will permit the
early resumption of the work in Asia,
broadened to include a systematic studv
of the area with the solution of this
problem of American origins as the
main objective.

Europe's theater does not much care

who the actors and producers are, so
long as the Old World provides the
manuscripts which collect royalties.

When manufacturing abroad, Henry
Ford will scarcely be so heartless as I
to demand an increase of price for the
sake of the word "imported.”

Political debate is retarded by the
, fact that the man with a golf story

or a fishing experience always has full
command of the floor.

A certain sentiment apparently
favors getting old-time warships out of
the ocean and giving them honored
places in museums.

It may be possible for Senator Borah
to go abroad. The journey should make
it possible for Europe to learn a few
things it ought to have known long
ago.

As one of the richest men in the
world, the German Kaiser demonstrates
his financial wisdom in avoiding those
"paper marks” that once flooded the
world.

SHOOTING STARS.

BY PHILANDER JOHNBON.

No Use Talking.
•What's the use o’ tellin’

The troubles that you find
Within your bosom dwellin'

To spoil your frame of mind?
Although they seem oppressive,

Your good old friends of yore
Won't prize your words excessive.

They've heard ’em all before.

What’s the use o’ talkin’
'Bout what is goin’ wrong

When all the world is mockin'
And askin' for a song?

Though controversy rages.
The folks who will explore

Those old, historic pages
• Have heard It all before.

Mutual Recognition.
"What did that man who says he Is

so Interested in the tariff talk about?”
“I don’t know,” answered Senator

Sorghum, “any more than he did.”

Jud Tunkins says a toreador is a
man who knows how to handle the bull.
A realtoreador does the trick still better.

Intrusive Noise.
The Autumn song Is sounding clear.

The tube becomes erratic.
The boy on roller skates draws near

And represents the static.

Aviator or Nothing?

"Is your sweetheart an aviator?”
“He was when he started,” answered

Miss Cayenne. “We’re now awaiting

news as to whether he has crashed.”

“He who neglects his proper toil,”
said Hi Ho, the sage of Chinatown,
“faces disappointments. The drought

and the locusts never take a Bummer
vacation.”

Non-Efficiency..
"We’ll start a brand-new government!”

Tis the plan that lurks
In every time of discontent—

And yet it never works.

“De man dat pays rent foh hi* home,”

said Uncle Eben, “is jes’ as well off as
de blg-money man dat talks In long

figures and yet is troubled 'bout de
Interest.”

That Nuisance Afar Off. *

Prom the Dea Moines Trlbune-C*pit*l.

The day is stUl far distant when air-
planes will be honking horns as distress
signals during the traffic Jam.

¦ • •

A Real Critic.
Prom the Albany Evening News.

Still a man may feel no Inferiority
complex before his banker, but have a
pronounced Inferiority complex in the
presence of his caddie.

AU Lit Up.
Prom the SprinEfleld, Ohio, Hun.

A fish that puffs itself up ind glows
like an electric light bulb to being ex-
hibited at Field Museum In Chicago.

That fish probably happen swimming
•round In tha Detroit b*»w.

| THIS AND THAT Z
!

.
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. BY CHARLES E. TRAC.EWELL.

i 1 ¦ ¦¦¦

t When one slops to realize how com-
»\ parattvoly few persons read poetry

nowadays the persistence of verse is
’ | notiiing less than amazing,
i! If the average mr.n who thinks he
,! ploying smash, in a literary way, by

! reading a new novel every now and
I then, were asked if poetry continued to

t hold a place in the life of the people
i he might be inclined to answer with a

, I curt negative.
He would be wrong, however. Somc-

' j body must be interested in the pro-

I i session of poetry, because the publlca-
- j tion of books of verse and volumes

concerning the art goes ahead merrily.
| Here are some of the new books hav-
j ing to do with poetry which are being
‘published this Autumn:
j "The Good Estate of Poetry," by
j Chauncey Brewster Tinker t Little,
Brown & Co.).

I “Papprs of Shelley. Wordsworth and
Others,” by J. A. Chapman (Oxford

I University Press).
"The Profession of Poetry,” by H.

tW. Garrod tOxford University Press).

"The Craft, of Poetry,” by Clement
Wood <E. P Dutton Co ).

“An Anthology elf Revolutionary Poe-
try," edited by Marcus Graham (the

jActive Press).
I "The Light of Day,” edited by Henry

jHarrison, publisher *

j "Five Poets," edited by Henry Harri-
I son.
I “Hell in Harness,” by Jtyeph Aus-
j lander (Crime Club, Inc.).

*v * *

| A great poetical personage figure- in
i the pages of Fulton Oursler’s "The
jWorld's Delight,” recently reviewed here.
Algernon Charles Swinburne is shown

j there in a particularly nasty light In
| relation to Adah Isaacs Menken, fa-

mous show girl of pre-Civil War days.
The reading of Oursler’s novel about

j the peerless Adah tor Dolores McCord,
! as she called herself) will incline many
i a reader to take down his volume of
| Swinburne from its neg’eted shelf.

In doing this it will be helpful to him
| to be reminded, by seme such list of
I recent poetical works as given above,

that the making of verse and of books
about poets and poetry goes right ahead j
in a land which sometimes seems devoid
of open interest in versification,

j He may find that Swinburne leaves
| him cold. Surely this is poetry for bud- |
| ding youth, with its lack of understand- j

ing. its dreams, aspirations, immature
sadness and high hopes of gladsome
tragedy.

The two poems which Mr. Oursler
connects with Dolores McCord, the
Adah of his tale, are “Laus Veneris"
and "Dolores,” around the latter of
which he builds a dramatic bit.

In the ‘‘World's Delight” the author i
pictures the poet reciting the "Dolores” j
poem to the circus rider, leaving her
crushed by the cruelty of the lines.

Whether one Is inclined to agree or I
not with his picture of Dolores, Mr. :
Oursler had a right, in writing a novel ;
around her, to make her over to suit
his story.

After all, is a person who really lived
any more real, in a novel, than the
characters of Dickens, or those of any
good writer, in any first-class work of ;
fiction?

** * *

“Lo. this Is she that was the world's j
delight.” i

The modern reader of Swinburne past

the age of 30 will fall to be moved by
the poet's lyric outbursts. These old
poems strike him as a great pow-wow
over nothing—or almost nothing.

Was Dolores really worth so many
verses? The rhythms, themselves must
be the answer. Swinburne combined a
cold Greek perfection, as It has been
called, with an Anglo-Saxon moodiness
of mind, the combination resulting In a
queer mixture entirely his own.

Xn Interesting speculation is this:
What would have happened to Algernon

Charles Swinburne if his books, instead
of shocking Victorian England, had
been published today? Would they "go
over big"?

If his “collected works” had been in-
cluded in the list of new poetry books
given above, would he have been re-
garded as a great poet just the same?

Could his long, overdone and over-
ripe poem, "Dolores.” have competed in
the present- American scene with Mr.
Auslander's "Hell in Harness.” proudly

advertised as “the first Crime Club
poem”?

The life story of an East Side kid
“from the prize ring to the chair,” told
in "rugged verse” —which means un-
equal lines —has little in common with
the cool perfection of "Dolores,” In
which the doleful wailings of a young
man are set forth.

Before one finishes “Dolores” he is
heartily tired of Swinburne's "Lady of
Pain.” It is too long, it is too suffused
with the self-conscious "blues” of youth.
"Dolores” is a posture, too long sus-
tained for credence.

The modern reader finds himself
smiling gently.

** * *

Not so. however, can he treat “The
Garden of Proserpine.” which stands
clearly silhouetted against the eternal
sky of literature:

"I am tired of tears and laughter,
And men that laugh and weep,

Os what may come hereafter
For men that sow to reap:

I am weary of days and hours,
Blown buds of barren flowers,
Desires and dreams and powers

And everything but sleep.”
The grand cadence of the closing •

stanzas is not surpassed In world litera-
ture. This. too. is the ' Dolores” mood,
but chastened, freed from a superfluity
of clogging words:

"We are not sure of sorrow.
And joy was never sure;

Today will die tomorrow:
Time stoops to no mans lure:

And love, grown faint and fretful
With lips but half regretful
Sighs, and with eyes forgetful

Weeps that no loves endure.
“From too much love of living.

From hope and fear set free.
We thank with brief thanksgiving

Whatever gods may be
That no life lives forever;
That dead men rise up never;
That even the weariest river

Winds somewhere safe to sea.

“Then star nor sun shall waken,
Nor any change of light:

Nor sound of waters shaken
Nor any sound or sight:

Nor wintry leaves nor vernal,
Nor days nor things diurnal;
Only the sleep eternal

In an eternal night.”

BACKGROUND OF EVENTS
BY PAUL V. COLLISS.

For several years certain newspapers,
including The Washington Evening
Star, have supported contests by young
oratcrs upon the fundamentals of the
United States Constitution. The birth-
day of that Constitution is September
17—the day when it became effective
in 1787—142 years ago. So eloquently
have its principles been discussed by
the prize-seeking school boys and
maidens that it appears presumptuous
to attempt to "add another hue untp
the rainbow -’ cf its glory. Yet, today,
the very essence of its life and effi-
ciency is challenged by all who ques-
tion the authority of its most modern
features, the amendments, adopted un-
questionably in full accord with the
original provisions for amending and
keeping it up to modem changes of
ccnditions. ,

Not long ago a United States Sena-
tor, a “wet,” introduced a proposed
amendment which would change the
methods of amending it, but his bill
never even reached a vote in the
Senate,

** * *

A constitution, like a church's creed,
is the one statement of foundations.
It cannot be shaky without imperiling
the whole superstructure. While
patriots and nationalists sometimes
fear that modern society has grown in-
different to the support of the old-fash-
ioned principles of our Constitution,
since so many seek to give parts of it
their own interpretations to fit their
own license, this attitude is not with-
our precedent. We “view with alarm"
today the unfaithfulness of statesmen
and laymen as if such a spirit were
new and dangerotlf.

What would we think if an ex-Presi-
dent —Mr. Taft or Mr. Coolidge—were
to write that he believed the country
was destined to be overthrown within
the next 20 years, for the Constitu-
tion was a failure? That is what ex-
President John Quincy AdamS declared
in 1832, even under the inspiring in-
fluence of Jefferson’s birthday. His
words were:

“I had thought that this Federated
Union was to last for ages: I now dis-
believe its duration for 20 years, and
doubt its continuance for 5.”

Mr. Adams was not in his dotage.
After serving as President he was
elected to the House of Representatives,
and was a 65-year-old Congressman
when he spoke those pessimistic words.

Nor was Mr. Adams alone in his
pessimism. The greatest Chief Justice
that has ever sat on the Supreme
Court was John Marshall, and he
echoed Mr. Adams’ discouragement.

< “I yield slowly and reluctantly," de-
clared Mr. Chief Justice Marshall, “to
the conviction that our Constitution
cannot last. The Union has been pro-
longed thus far by a miracle.”

Yet this was the very man who,
as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court,
had put the Constitution upon its most
solid footing by his decisions interpret-
ing it.

The period in which pessimism was
thus so disastrously expressed was one
of Intense partisan excitement, when
President Andrew Jackson, the illiter-
ate and strong-minded Chief Magis-
trate, ruled the policies of Government
as few individuals have ever been able
to do. Personalities and private preju-
dices, entirely aside from principles of
state, ruled the politics of the day, and
parties, divided upon questions of so-
cial precedence and recognition of
ladies of the cabinet, enlisted the out-
spoken championship of even the
President, as well as his opponents.
Thus bitterness grew, so that former
President Adams and Chief Justice
Marshall were In despair over the per-
manence of the Republic.

The Jacksonians were of the prole-
tariat, the Adams partisans were ac-
cused of being aristocrats. Vice Presi-
dent Calhoun led the party of “States’
rights,” declaring the right of a State
to nullify acts of Congress. This led
to a direct split between the President
and Vice President, which became irre-
mediable. On Jefferson’s birthday, at
a banquet. President Jackson gave as
a toast, “Our Federal Union—it must
be preserved.”

That same year, when South Caro-
lina, through its State convention called
for that purpose, declared nullification
of Federal laws, President Jackson rec-
ognized the act *a one of open rebellion
and prepared to send troops to suppress
its supporters. In a message, he said, "I
declare the power to annul a law of the
United States, assumed by one State,
incompatible with the existence of the
Union, contradicted expressly by the
letter of the Constitution, unauthorised
by its spirit. Inconsistent with every

] principle on which it Is founded, and
destructive of the great object for which
it was formed."

** * *

The contest between Jacksonian Fed-
eralism and the Calhoun-Haynes doc-
trine of State nullification theories was
most bitter and involved strange combi-
nations of support for President Jack-
son, the Democra tof Democrats, the
superproletarian. The “aristocratic”

’ ex-Prosident Adams, as well as Daniel
j Webster and Henry Clay and other out-
I standing supporters of the Union, one

and inseparable, stood firmly and sup-
ported profoundly the Jacksonian Fed-
eralism.

It was in the midst of that struggle
that there came the despairing cry of
Adams and Marshall, predicting utter
ruin of the constitutional Union within
a few years.

That was practically a century ago,
! and today, with all of the agitation for
repudiation of such parts of the Con-
stitution as do not meet approval of the
two States which have never ratified
the eighteenth amendment, in agree-
ment with the 46 States which have so
ratified it, it is inspiring to recall Gar-
field’s famous exclamation in the dark
hour of Lincoln's assassination, "God

•reigns, and the Government at Wash-
ington still lives!”

*** *

On the morning of September 17.
1787, Benjamin Franklin rose in the
Constitutional Convention and thus ad-
dressed that memorable body:

“Mr. President, several parts of this
Constitution I do .not at present ap-
prove, but I am not sure I shall never
approve them. It astonishes me to
find this system approaching so near
perfection. I consent to this Constitu-
tion because I expect no better and
because I am not sure that it is not
the best. The opinions I have had of
its errors I sacrifice to the public good.

“On the whole, sir. I cannot help
expressing a wish that every member
of the convention who may still have
objections to it would, with me, on
this occasion doubt a little of his own
infallibility and, to manifest our una-
nimity, put his name to this instru-
ment.”

Mason. Gerry and Randolph per-
sisted, however, in opposition and for
a time refused to sign the instrument.

“I, too, had objections.” said Gouver-
neur Morris, “but considering the plan
the best that can be obtained, I shall
take it with all its faults. The moment
it goes forth the great question will be,
‘Shall there be a national government

. or a general anarchy?' ”

“Iam anxious.” said Hamilton, ‘‘that
every member should sign. A few by
refusing may do infinite mischief. No
man’s ideas are more remote from the

Sian than my own are known to be, but
i it possible to deliberate between an-

afehy and convulsion on the one side
and the chance of good to be expected
from the plan on the other?”

“I,” said Gerry, “fear a civil war.
In Massachusetts there are two parties,
one devoted to democracy, the worst, I
think, of all political evils: the other
as violent in the opposite extreme. From
the collision of these confusion is great-
ly feared.”

So all 11 States then represented in
that convention officially signed the
Constitution to avoid anarchy: they cer-
tainly builded better than they knew.
Today there are opponents of the same
Constitution, inclusive of the amend-
ments adopted according to its original
provision, and among them are enemies
who would welcome the anarchy feared

, by the fathers. It has stood the test
or 142 years—and a century after its
stanchest early supporters gave up hope
for its permanence. The Government
it established is today the oldest Gov-
ernment in the world, and the Nation
the mightiest, the justest, the richest,

, the happiest that the world has ever
known.

[ (Copyright 1929. by Paul V. Collins.)

*3—.
Parole for Thieves.

Prom the Rochester Democrat and Chronicle.
A Chicago reformer suggests parol-

ing convicted thieves so that they may
make money and repay their victims,

j It seems probable the result would be
a demonstration .of robbing Peter to
pay Paul. ,

*

A Beau Tester.
I Prom the Bay Stage Dally Times. |

An electrical appliance that inspects
i beans automatically and tosses aside

those that are fcnperfect has been per-
-1 fected. Just t£* Ahing to help out the

congressional ew@nt4als committees.
, U.. t ¦ ¦*£ SfcJ'v : Wfcf&•- 'i. V'to.-A.4 .»

NEW BOOKS
AT RANDOM
/. G. M.

t THE TRAGIC ERA: The Revolutionr After Lincoln. Claude G. Bower*.
1 Houghton Mifflin Co.
' “Jefferson and Hamilton” and “The

Party Battles of the Jackson Period”
1 both came into an immediate reeogni-

t tlon and welcome, an appreciation that
i has spread and deepened markedly upon
i better acquaintance,

s Here was something new, or so It
t seemed, in the historical attitude.

Domestic history, therefore, prompter
: In It* seizure of the American mind,

i closer in It* grip, than a more remote
I consideration could have secured.
I Current, too, a perennial motif
i ning along with the present toward a

widening and even more deeply sig-
• iliftcant future, as lustily alive as when
II it set out with the founding of the

new Nation something like a century
and a half ago.

Such the basic element* upon which
this writer has built. But it is, after
all, the manner of the building, the
way of the man himself, that has elec-

, trifled a thread of American history
to a great network of immediate con-
tacts and communications.

Claude Bowers has chosen to be an
expert in history, a specialist in the
two-party system that has, *o far, been
the Instrument of political achievement
in the United States. He has become
a scholar in this field, a trained ex-
positor of the system in its purposes,
its powers, its points of divergence, its
adaptations to changing conditions, its
achievements along the way. But he
has brought even more than this into
the service of demonstration and illu-
mination. He has brought himself. A
man of truly enviable industrw, a stu-
dent of exacting standards, a story
teller and a journalist of highly dra-

i matic powers. And here he goes
hunting for facts, for every manner of
fact bearing upon the history of the
two-party system and upon the men
who, now on this side and now on that,
embodied the system as an ihstrument
of American expansion in its vision of
freedom, in its ideals of democracy.

Musty official records, forgotten docu- ,
ments, old newspaper*, books, letters,
even hearsay tracked down to its kernel
of possible truth —all quarry for this
indefatigable man. An overload of
matter. Then came the systematic
digging out from under this top-weight
of material —assorting, testing, throw-
ing away there, holding fast here, set-
ting in order. Then only art came into
play, the art of the story teller giving
color and movement, suspense and
climax to the grave business of building
up a vital part of the history of the

country. And so there have come to
hand these two volume* of history,
reading like adventure, looking like
romance, as they emerge—authentic,
progressive, contributory to the history
of this day as they were true construc-
tive elements in their own day. Vivid
as the morning, these stories bear the
reader along, a partaker in the activities
of the men of both parties, those who
devised and have sustained the instru-
ment of our national growth byway of
the laws and rules of Government.

Overenthusiastlc? Well, perhaps,
though I think not. You must grant
that it is exciting to oome wide awake
all at once, ready to go, to get into the
tremendous movement of Important
event* where, hitherto, one has been
fast asleep under the dreary business
of technical historic treatment, or, worse
yet, under the blight of the familiar
trxt-book history. You will wake up,
too, when you reach these two studies in
history produced by the journalist,
dramatist, story teller, scholar, minute-
man of a greatly important period of
American history.

,*** a
And here, at last, we are with “The

Tragic Era." Claude Bowers again,
venturing once more out into his chosen
field. American politics, this time for
the period immediately following the
Civil War. The account reaches from
the assassination of Lincoln to the con-
tested election of Rutherford B. Hayes.
It*high point is the struggle of factions
in Congress to seize, in effect, the full
powers of Government through a sys-
tematic overriding of the executive
right of veto. The climax of this strug-
gle is embodied in the impeachment
proceedings against Andrew' Johnson.

Here you will find the untiring re-
search man digging into ever manner
of authentic source for material. You
will And every page documented with
references of true record. You will
meet, if this were possible, an even
greater gusto of statement, a more
dramatic seizure of the period, a deep-
ening of the colors of national gloom
and of the tragic tones of national
disaster. Naturally, you will meet all
this, since the man is an artist and
a dramatist with a truly epic theme in
his hands for shaping and projecting.
One reads every word of this "Tragic

Era" in an. excitement Indescribable.
Horrible moment*, terrifying pauses of
sequence, to be f&llowed by even more
violent outbursts of injustice and in-
famy. Such is, in the main, the effect
of "The Tragic Era.”

Coming to in a measure one asks
himself, “Is this history? Is it in any

true sense proper material of history?”
What is it* value as either precept or
warning? Here is a moment when man.
collective man. reverts to the brute that
is still clearly inherent in mankind.
Wars, unfailingly, result in such re-
versions—temporary, to be sure, but
inevitable. Collective behaviors, or mis-
behavior*, that would excite only horror
in times of peace, become plausible
“measures of reconstruction” as the

immediate aftermath of war. Such was
the case 10 years ago. Such was the
case 60 years ago. Such will be the
case 10,000.000 years from now if war
continues to hold man down to his
brutal origins. No, this is not history
nor is it proper material for history.
Rather may it be the concern of the
specialist in lunacy, of the expert in
those cases of dementia that lead to
homicide. This subject belongs to the
collective madness that follow’s war,
that is, indeed, a part of war Itself.
Work for the psychiatrist, this, not for
the historian. Yet, since this is his-
tory, or poses as such, let us look at
it a minute. The war is over. Lincoln
is dead. The extremists from the North
are fatuously fierce for Negro emanci-
pation, for seizure of Southern property,

for every other Imaginable form of
unchivalrous treatment toward the de-
feated South.

That is a perfectly natural position
for the extremists to take. They always

do. If the South had been victorious,
comparable measures of purely brutal
behavior would have been instituted by
it. No getting away from that, since
both tribes, Northern and Southern,
were of the man tribe. Such brutali-
ties have followed every wpr. The con-
quering animal is a brute in the main.
This we know to be true, and it stands
true in this case. However, there was a
leaven of sanity left after the war, else
the ultimate outcome could not have
been that which it has been. This is
not the point. The point is that this
book, despite its swift and sequential
movement, despite its relation to certain
aspects of clear fact, despite its gesture
toward impartiality, leaves the domain
of historic intent and usefulness for the
spectacular field of general denuncia-
tion and reprobation of the victorious
side in the Civil War. Cruel enough,
short-sighted enough, bigoted enough,
ignorant enough—God knows!—but not
overwhelmingly these things as one
gathers from this study of the subject
by Claude Bowers. He himself has elim-
inated the book as considerable and in-
fluential history by the choice he has
made for the use of remarkable powers.
What’s the answer? It seems to me that
along the way there crept into the being
of this man, well on his way toward
being a real historian, the sinister mo-
tive* of the politician and the partisan.
Perhaps he was not conscious of this
encroachment. Perhaps he was.' It Is
interesting to look over the bibliography
made use of by him in collecting his
material for “The Tragic Era.” Inter-
esting to see, upon study, away back in
“Jefferson and Hamilton” a budding in-
tolerance that, upon consideration, does
not promise well for the man who would
be an historian. “The Tragic Era”

a fine field tram which witter*
?

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
BY FREDERIC J. HASKIN. I

I
Stop a minute and think about this

1 fact: You can ask our Information bu-
reau any question of fact and get the
answer back In a personal letter. It Is

' a great educational idea Introduced Into
the lives of the most Intelligent people
in the world—American newspapc r
readers. It is a part of that best pur-
pose of a newspaper—service. There is
no charge except 2 cents in coin or
stamps for return postage. Get the
habit of asking questions. Address your
letter to The Evening Star Information
Bureau, Frederic J. Haskin, director,
Washington, D. C.

Q. Was Marie Corelli an adopted
child? 'What was her real name?—L. S.

A. Marie Corelli was adopted as a
child by the poet Charles Mackay. Her
real name was Caroline Cody.

Q. How high is the Diablo Dam to
be?—B. L.

A. The Diablo Dam, fvhlch is being
built on the Skagit Rivlr in Washing-
ton, will stand 388 feet high. Its base,
160 feet thick, is embedded in solid
rock, 45 feet below the bottom of the
Skagit River. The completed dam will
contain 316,000 cubic yards of concrete.

Q. What chance has a boy to work
his way through college?—H. H. F.

A. Fred H. Turner, assistant dean
of men of the University of Illinois,
WTiting in a current periodical, says:
‘‘The boy with no experience and with
no particular line of work has the
slimmest sort of chance to work his
way through college. The boy with a
trade or profession he has mastered
while in high school has every chance
in the world to succeed in college and
to place himself in a “responsible posi-
tion when the college days are over.”

Q. Where is Mount Edith Cavell lo-
cated?—E. V.

A. Mount Edith Cavell is located 14
miles south of Jasper in Jasper Park,
Alberta, Canada.

Q. What effect does the sun have on
I radio reception?—H. F.

1 A According to scientists, beams of
electrons shot out from the sun af-
fect our upper atmosphere in such a
way as to lhcrease or diminish its power
to reflect radio waves, and hence influ-
ence the intensity of what we receive
in our apparatus. Increased solar ac-
tivity disturbs the magnetic state of the
atmosphere and weakens radio recep-
tion. I

Q. Where are the Killarney Lakes?—
R. M. B.

A. The Killarney Lakes are three con-
nected bodies of water near Killarney,

Ireland. These famous lakes are situ-
ated a basin in the midst of the
mountains of Kerrv, some of which rise

abruptly from the water's edge densely
clothed, with trees from base to sum-
mit. In* the lower lake are a number j
of finery wooded islands, on the prin- I
cipalfif which are the remains of Ross
Castle. Between the lower and middle
lakes is the fine ruin of Muckross Ab-
bey.

Q. Is Alaska interested in aviation !
to any extent? —R. C.

A. Alaska ha* 65 airports and Is de- J
voting approximately SIOO,OOO a year
to the extension of the system.

Q. In how many volumes was the
Driginal Encyclopaedia Britannica print-
ed?—!. K. N.

A. The original Encyclopaedia Britan-
nica was' published in three volumes.
The fourteenth edition of the Britan-
nica is in 24 volumes of 1,000 pages
each.

Q. Please give some fact* concerning ;

Dr. Elwood Mead, who is in charge of
the Boulder Dam project.—J, F.

A. Dr. Elwood Mead, commissioner
of reclamation in the Department of
the Interior, Is a noted engineer. A
bachelor, master and doctor of engi-
neering at Purdue University, he served
with the United States Engineers in
1882 and 1883. Since that time he has
been successively professor in the Colo-
rado Agricultural College, Territorial
and State engineer of Wyoming, chief
of the Department of Agriculture * irri-
gation and drainage investigation, pro- t

fessor at the University of California,
chairman of the Rivers and Water Sup-

ply Commission of Victoria. Australia,

and chairman of our Land Settlement
Board. Since 1924 he has been com-
missioner of reclamation.

Q. Where was Richard Arlen born
and what did he do before he entered
the movies? —M. B. McC.

A. Richard Arlen was bom at Char-
lottesville, Va. He was educated at
the University of Pennsylvania. Prior
to entering pictures he was in the
Roval Flying Corps, a newspaper man
and an athletic instructor.

Q. What is the origin of the expres-
sion, ‘‘The way of a man with a maid”? >

—J. M M. . .

A. ‘ The Long Trail.” by Rudvard
Kipling, includes the phrase, ‘‘The way
of a man with a maid,” the original

source of which is Proverbs, xxx.l9.

Q Is it true that the robot vending

machine will reject counterfeit coins?
How is this done?—J. C. Y.

A. The coin which is put into the
robot is first tested for weight. Thm
it passes to the chief detector, which
is an electro-magnet. True coins are
not halted, but any disk containing

fraudulent metals is drawn aside into a
channel which reject* it. In passing,

,

the guilty slug forms an electric con-

tact which starts a disk phonograph
in the top of the cabinet. The person,
who inserted the counterfeit toin is

startled by hearing the words, “Please
use good coins only.” The voice is

recorded on a single groove. When the
: revolution is complete, the contact is
broken and the record stops.

Q How much mail was carried on
! the Zeppelin round-the-world flight?—

j T A
V

The Graf Zeppelin carried 25.466
j letters and 20,519 cards on its globe-

J girdling voyage.

Q. Why is K street so much wider
than the other street*?- —H. D.

A. In 1792 or 1793 a bridge was con-
structed across Rock Creek, extending

trom K street. The street was widened
because it was believed at the time
that a great deal of wagoning would
cross the creek and go out toward

i Bladensburg.

| Q. Who is the most prolific of modern
writers? —H. O.

A. Edgar Wallace has been compared

i to Dumas pere in point of literary pro-
! ductivity. It is stated that in 1928 one-

I fourth of all the books sold in England
j were by Wallace. In America his pub-

I Ushers put out new Edgar Wallace books
1 with surprising frequency and he has
bad as many as six successful plays

running In London simultaneously.

Q. Is it correct to say “I was talking

with Frank” or “I was talking to
Frank"? —B. C.

A. Authorities state that the prepo-
sition “with” conveys the idea that a
conversation has been carried on.
whereas "to” means that the remarks
have been limited to those addressed to
Frank.

Public Opinion Emphatically
Approves Fight on Propaganda

» /

The press reflects emphstic public
approval of President Hoover's denunci-
ation of propaganda designed to affect
negotiations of the United States with
foreign governments and the prompt

move in Congress to investigate alleged
activities in connection with the unsuc-
cessful naval conference at Geneva two
years ago.

“The disposition of the President to
find out the truth about the relations j
between William B. Shearer, big Navy |
advocate, and the three shipbuilding '
companies against which the latter has
filed suit in the Supreme Court here is ;
readily understandable,” says the New
York Sun, as it agrees with Mr. Hoover

that “it is ‘obviously against public in-
terest’ for those financially interested in
naval construction to attempt to influ-
ence public opinion with respect to na-

val armaments. It would be even more
against the public Interest,” the Sun
adds, “if such an attempt were directed
against representatives of the Govern-
ment negotiating with foreign powers.”

The President’s statement on the sub-
ject is characterised by the Columbia
State as the ’ most direct, unequivocal
and manly pronouncement made by the
President of the United States since
President Wilson retired from the White
House,” and the Kansas City Times re-
joices that ’President Hoover is inclined
to speak out.” This being the case, the
Chattanooga News is confident that ”w»
may get some action. In some former
administrations there would have been
much sound and fury signifying noth-
ing,” the Tennessee paper says, and it
pictures the people as liking to see
"Herbert Hoover angry in a good cause.”
The Appleton Post-Crescent is sure that
"Mr. Hoover will have the overwhelming

approval of the people in this move to

nail down Indefensible propaganda
against his foreign policies,” and that
taking the matter to the country tne
way he has is likely to prove more ef-
fective than any other course he could
pursue. . ~

Congress is also praised for so quickly
getting into step with the President’s
protest. "This promptness reveals an

earnest desire to make all facts known
to the people and a determination by
official America not to let any selfish
force stand between the people's nerd
and desire for security in peace and the
accomplishing of this desire,” declares
the Haverhill Evening Gazette.

The Ann Arbor Daily News thinks
' that, in this contingency, "it is up to

the Republicans and Democrats in Con-
gress to pool their patriotism in an
effort to rid the country of the evil in-
fluence that has been at work, regard-

less of what individuals or corporations
may be Involved in the proceedings. The
Scranton Times observes. "The hope is
expressed that the Senate committee,

once it gets moving in the Shearer case,

will extend Its Investigation to cover the
whole line of lobbying as carried on by

special interests and groups.”
In the heat of the Investigation, how-

ever, "care must be taken to distin-
guish between sincere and unselfish

advocacy of a big Navy and that which
might be considered of a prejudicial
character,” in the opinion of the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette, because of the fact
that, “while it is indicated that the
majority opinion of the country is for
Navy reduction or limitation upon a
basis of unquestioned fairness to the
United States, it has to be recognized

that there are some, having no connec-
tion whatever with shipbuilding inter-
ests, who are earnestly of the opinion
that the only safe policy for the Nation
Is to have a superior Navy.”

The Boston Transcript comments at
length upon the activities of those op-
posed to a big Navy, saying: "For years
and years it has been the hardest kind
of work to secure from Congress any
appropriation for an lncresaed Navy.
The efficiency witty which the oppo-

of the Poe type could gather lavishly
for tales of man’s departures from the
real Into the realm of the gruesomely
imaginative. Selection and emphasis, in
a careful usage, have unbalanced fact
here in an unfortunate manner and de-
gree. Ton bad—too bad for this funda-
mentally Ane writer, for this clearly in-
tcresttngMkealer in words.

nents of national defense have fune-
tioned and the results they have ob-
tained are enough to put a lone propa-
gandist—Mr. Shearer or any one else—-
to shame," continued the Transcript,
as it declares "it is time that all hands
come out in the open.”

The Milwaukee Journal believes that
“now is the best time in the world to
get to the bottom of this thing and

I make sure that in the future America
can consider its defense needs and

! its international plans unhampered by
| betrayal. The Senate inquiry just 01-

! dered,” it contends, "should be tender
: of no one—writers, shipping magnates
or even admirals.”

"Who or what Mr. Shearer is or was
or did matters scarcely at all in com-
parison with the great extent to which
lfc does matter whether the United
States Government has been betrayed
and, if so. howr and by whom,” insists
the Lynchburg News. "The propa-

; gandist who waves the flag and leads
the singing of ‘The Star Spangled
Banner’ for his own personal profit is
without integrity of purpose,” the Tole-
do Blade asserts, and the Muncie Star
states its opinion that while "it is per-
fectly proper for an organization to be
for a big Navy program, or any other
legal project, it should be bona fide and
not be a cat's-paw pulling out of the
fire the chestnuts of some one working
under cover.”

"The paid propagandist,” thinks the
Santa Rosa Press Democrat, "has no
proper place in our scheme of things
unless he makes his position plain.”
In view of the “extremely serious
charges which were implied by Mr.
Hoover," the Hartford Daily Times, de-
scribing these charges as going “beyond
the especial instance of personality and
misconduct which he cited," urges that
“the basis for them should be made
public property in justice to every in-
terest concerned.”

“It was the refusal of Great Britain's
delegation at Geneva to. agree to parity
in cruiser strength that broke uo the
conference,” the Norfolk Ledger-Dis-
patch argues, "and if Premier Mac-
Donald refuses to accept the ‘yardstick’
measurements laid down by President
Hoover in the forthcoming direct nego-
tiations, the failure of the effort will
rest with London and not with Wash-
ington. Nor can propagandists be
blamed, as deplorable as their methods
may have been.”

Chinese Censorship
Is Held Bad for Nation

Prom the Asheville Times.

China makes another bid for en-
hanced prestige in the family of na-
tions, and possibly one more soundly
reasoned than much of the Chinese talk
about the "unequal” foreign treaties.
Chinese commissioners in all the ports

have been instructed to enforce rigid
rules upon the emigrants seeking homes
in lands where they may be undesir-
able. And Chinese misbehaving in other
lands will be brought home.

It is quite understandable that, de-
spite all of China’s progress since the
fall of the Manchu rule, energetic Chi-
nese should be glad to escape from the
turmoil that still abounds in a king-
dom far from celestial. But wholesale
immigration is a bad advertisement for
the homeland. The Nationalist govern-
ment believes it is time for China to
realize it.

In a matter of eertainly equal im-
portance, however, the Chinese govern-
ment is adopting the best possible pol-
icy to have itself misunderstood abroad
and in a manner which mgkes for deep
doubts as to the competency and sin-
cerity of the men now at the hpad of
the government. Although not at war,
the Nanking government has for
/nonths enforced a severe censorship on
news, not only for Chinese newspapers,
but on dispatches sent out by foreign
correspondents.

China desires the respect and con-
fidence of the Western World, and yet
China is creating the strong suspicion,
warranted or not, that all is not well /

with the country under the adminlstra- v
tion of the Nationalists,

.. .. ..
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