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Among the Folks in History.—By Gaar Williams
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The Turkey Dinner.
There's nothin* more uncertain than
The certainty on which you plan.

—Reddy Fox.

It Is curious how in this world things
tum out so differently from what is ex-
pected. Just take the case of Reddy Fox
and Mrs. Reddy and Hooty the Owl. All
three had planned and schemed for a
turkey dinner. All three thought they
had been exceedingly smart. Hooty had
spied on Reddy and Mrs. Reddy without
knowing that all the time they knew
what he was doing. So at last they had
led him to a certain farm where turkeys
roosted every night in an apple tree.

Reddy and Mrs. Reddy had thought
themselves equally clever, because they

had Jed Hooty there without letting him

‘•NOW,” SAID REDDY. “FOR THE
FINEST DINNER IN THE WORLD.”

know that they knew’ he was following.
Then Hooty had brought down one of
those turkeys from up in that apple
tree—a thing that Reddy and Mrs.
Reddy could not do, for you know they
cannot climb. Being two to one. they
had taken that turkey away from Hooty.
And while Reddy had been fighting with
Hooty, Mrs. Reddy had carried the
turkey under the barn, where they plan-
ned to eat it.

It was rather rough on Hooty to have
that turkey taken away from him in
that manner, and, of course, it filled him
with very great rage. He had been ab-
•olutely sure of that turkey dinner and

Just as he was beginning to eat It. It
had been taken away from him. Just
where that turkey had been taken he
didn't see, for Mrs. Reddy had carried It
off while he and Reddy had been fight-
ing.

Under the barn Mrs. Reddy and
Reddy grinned at each other across the
body of that turkey. They were about
to have a feast. “Now," said Reddy, “for
the finest dinner In the world.”

"I’ll eat for you,” said another voice.
It was a most unpleasant voice. It was
a voice that made the Mir stand up the
backs of Reddy and Mrs. Reddy. They
sprang away from the turkey and as
they did so, Yowler the Bobcat stepped
forward and planted his two big front
feet on the turkey. Then he looked at
Reddy and snarled. Oh. such an ugly-
sounding snarl It was! Tien he looked
at Mrs. Reddy and snarled. Oh, such
an ugly-sounding snarl as that was!

Reddv and Mrs. Reddy backed away.
They did a little snarling themselves,
but it was feeble compared with the
snarls of Yowler the Bobcat. Yowler
suddenly turned away from the turkey
and took two or more steps toward
them. Once more he drew back his lips
to show all his great teeth, and snarled.
This was too much for Reddy and Mrs.
Reddy. They turned tail and ran out
from under that barn and headed for
the nearest woods as fast as their legs
would take them. They had no quarrel
with Yowler the Bobcat and they didn’t
want one.

How had Yowler the Bobcat happened
to be there? Why, YoWler had been
having great difficulty In getting enough
to eat so he had taken to roaming just
as Reddy had. Yowler often goes close
to buildings when there are no dogs
around, and people are asleep. He had
come over to his barn hoping to catch
a rat. Instead he arrived just in time
for a turkey dinner. How he did enjoy
it! When he had finished there was
nothing left but feathers. He had even
crunched the bones. His stomach was
so full that he didn’t feel like traveling.
But he knew better than to stay there
until daylight. So presently, like a gray
shadow, he slipped out from under the
barn and away to the woods.

So it was that Hooty the Owl did not
eat the turkey dinner that he had been
absolutely sure of. So it was that Reddy
Fox and Mrs. Reddy did not eat the
turkey dinner that they had been ab-
solutely sure of. All of which goes to
prove that being sure of anything is the
greatest uncertainty in the world.

(Copyright. 1929.)
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Across.
1. Invertebrate.

10. Point opposite the senlth.
15. Eulogy-.
16. Goddess of peace.
17. Muse of lyric poetry.
18. Tree.
19. Sieve of cloth.
20. Period of fasting.
21. Vegetable Infusions.
23. Indian of a certain tribe.
24. Woody plants.
26. Edges.
27. Gravel.
28. Modest.
30. Jeweler s weight.
31. Wager.
34. Tanks.
35. Highly decorated.
36. Lovers.
38. More self-satisfied.
39. Monarchs.
40. Raise.
41. Worm.
42. Sea.
43. Coronets.
45. Kind of clay.
46. Orient,
47. Dips out.
51. Greek letter.
52. Priest's vestments.
53. Feminine name.
54. Giant.

ANSWER TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE.
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56. Card game.
58. Curate.
59. Turn Inside out.
60. Do away with.
62. Reposes.
63. Instrument used by artillerymen to

determine distance.
Down.

1. German wheat.
2. Instrument for peeling.
3. Silly.
4. Snared.
5. I.
6. Suffix added to nouns to make ad-

verbs.
7. Period of time.
8. Near relatives.
9. Contrivance.

10. Insect’s eggs.
11. Constellation.
12. Penalty for delay in loading or un-

loading a ship.
13. Begins.
14. Receivers of stolen goods; dial Eng.
22. While.
25. River in England.
26. Cabins.
27. Crew.
29. Spoils.
30. Pertaining to the thigh.
31. Gauge for measuring atmospheric

pressure.
32. Tending to teach.
38. Endures.
35. Persian poet,
37. Spanish coin.
38. Site.
40. Croquette.
43. Writing pad.
44. Briny.
46. Hebrew deity.
48. Gold coin of Italy.
49. Fuss up.
50. More certain.
52. Emmets.
55. Skill.
57. Greasy liquid.
58. Energy.
61. Pronoun.

The great constrictors such as the
python and boa take a long time to
kill and prepare a meal and still longer
to swallow it. Digestion goes on for
many days, and even in a country full
of game, a constrictor does not kill
more than once a month.
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