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IRAQ FIGHTS UPHILL
¦PROGRESS BATTLE

#

Age-Old Customs and Politics
Bar Modernization in

Tigris Valley.

Iraq, present-day heir of ancient
Babylon in the valleys of the Tigris
and Euphrates, has had an uphill job
since the World War in its efforts to
transform itself into a modern state.
It has had constructive plans for physi-
cal development; but politics, religion,
and the age-old social custom of some
of its people have interposed stubborn
obstacles in the paths of the contem-
plated progress.

The Iraquis have sought, a status!
comparable to Turkey. Persia, and the
Hejaz. all important and independent
Mohammedan states, rather than that
of a mandated area, on somewhat the
same footing as smaller and less popu-
lous Syria and Palestine-Trans-Jordan.

Treaty Repeatedly Liberalized.
“Ever since the treaty of Versailles,

placing the country under mandate to
Great Britain, became operative in 1920,
Iraq had obtained a greater and greater
degree of independence,” says a bulletin
l:y>m the National Geographic Society.

“It is the only one of the 12 man-
dated territories which has a King,
Parliament, and responsible govern-
ment. As a result of Iraq insistence,
the relations between mandatory and
mandated territory were defined in 1922
in a treaty between the governments
of Iraq and Great Britain .which look-
ed to the termination of the mandate
when Iraq could enter the League of
Nations. This treaty has since been
revised twice, with Groat Britain under-
taking more specifically to use her in-
fluence to obtain membership for Iraq
in the League if Iraq continues to make
progress. Within the last few months
Great Britain has agreed to drop this
proviso and to seek League member-
ship for Iraq unconditionally in 1932.

“Great Britain now has both a civil
and a military place in Iraquan affairs.
A British high commissioner resides in
Bagdad and advises the King on in-
ternational and financial matters. A
British air force is maintained in the
country under the command of an air
vice marshal. British military officersare training the Iraq army, and a num-
ber of British governmental experts
are employed in the various civil offices
of the Iraq government.

Mostly Farm Country.

“Embracing the potentially fertile
valleys of the Tigris and Euphrates andlarge stretches of semi-arid and desert
lands. Iraq has always been primarily
an agricultural and pastoral country.
In Babylonian and Grecian days thevalleys were herringboned with irriga-
tion canals and these were kept up by
the Arabs in the days of the caliphate.

The lands of Iraq were exceedingly
productive and its people were highly
prosperous until 1258 A.D., when theMongol invasion destroyed the irriga-
tion embankments and headworks. Aft-
erward, under Turkish rule, Iraq be-came less and less prosperous, much of
its once fertile valleys turned into
wilderness and malaria-breeding swamps.

“The aim of the mgst thoughtful
leaders in Iraq is to restore the irriga-
tion works which the valleys possessed
during their golden age. This, however,
would be a tremendous task, requiring
vast amounts of capital, which Iraq is
at present unable to command. The
government has organized a department
of irrigation and under its supervision is
slowly bettering existing irrigation
works and undertaking new ones.

One of the most important steps has
been the construction of a permanent
weir in the bed of the River Dijala to
replace earthen dams which were con-
structed annually, only to be washedaway each flood season- Several riverregulators and escapes were constructed
in 1928. and canals were extended to re-
vive areas that were passing out of cul-
tivation and to bring tens of thousands
of acres of new land under irrigation.

Seek Artesian Wells.
“Two phases of irrigation unknown in

Iraq in past centuries are being devel-
oped by exploration of possible artesian
water supplies from wells and by the in-
stallation of power pumps to lift water
from streams to land too high to be
reached by present canals. The latterdevelopment has been encouraged by the
government by the admission of gas
enginess duty free and by arrange-
ments with oil-producing companies as-suring cheap fuel.

“In transportation agencies, other
than railways, Iraq has made a marked
advance in recent years. The natural
outlet for the country is southeastward
along its rivers to the Persian Gulf.
But its customers and clients are chiefly
to the northwestward and the north-
eastward across extensive deserts and
mountain ranges. These barriers have
not yet been bridged by steel rails.

Gaps still exist in the famous pro-
posed ‘Berlin-to-Bagdad’ railway, so
that it is not even possible to move
Iraqan products as far as the eastern
Mediterranean ports by rail. There are
close to a thousand miles of railway
track in Iraq, but it is entirely an in-
ternal system. At no point does a rail-
way cross the Iraq border. The rail
system, however, does perform two im-
portant functions in international trade.
It carries exports and imports to and
from the port of Basra, head of navi- i
gation in the Shatt-al-Arab for ocean- ]
going ships, and it connects at Kha-
naqin, near the Persian border, with a
motor road, over which is carried onIraq s sizable transit trade with Persia

Move Freight By Water.
“In the absence of railways to the

north and west, all of the heavy freight I
leaving and entering Iraq must move by
water through the Persian Gulf. But
within the last few years an efficient
and rapid system has been set up for
the transfer of passengers, mail and
light express overland between Bagdad
and Basra on the southeast, and Da-
mascus. Beirut, Jerusalem and Cairo on
the northwest.

Good, hard-surfaced highways have
been constructed through long sections
of the river valleys. Across the deserts
that separate Iraq and Syria the ways
are merely natural earth roads, but they
are in fair condition, and over them
powerful American-built busses carrying
passengers, mail and express cover 600
miles in 24 hours.

The quickest mails, however, travel by
the weekly airplane service which ex-
tends from Basra to Cairo. Airplanes
fly approximately over the highway
route for a considerable part of the way
between Bagdad and the west. At the
half-way point. Rutbah Wells, the Iraq
government has established a station
which is used for refueling and re-
watering by both planes and automo-
biles, and there a desert police force of
considerable strength is maintained. At
this station a restaurant is conducted,
and overnight accommodations are pro-
vided for travelers.

Ise Only One River. r
“Os the two great rivers of Iraq, only

the Tigris can be used by boats. An
important freight service, moving hun-
dreds of thousands of tons in large river
steamers, is operated between Bagdad
and Basra. Special shallow-draft, stern-
wheel river boats ply the Tigris up the
river from Bagdad to Mosul; and above
the latter city considerable quantities of
supplies are brought downstream on
rafts.

Below the junction of the Tigris and
Euphrates the combined tidal stream is
known as Shatt-al-Arab. The com-
merce on the Shatt-al-Arab has been
greatly facilitated and increased since
the World War by the deeper and
deeper dredging by the Iraq government
of the bar at the river’s mouth. Ships
of 20-foot draft can now cross the bar
at low water and ships of 30-foot draft
at high water. ,

“Although some progress has been
made is recent years toward the de-
velopment of industry and the extrac-
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j tlon of mineral wealth from the ground,
I Iraq is still predominantly an agricul-
tural and pastoral country. This con-
dition is reflected in the exports and
imports. During the fiscal year 1927-28
the exports, including goods in transit,
amounted to about 540,000.000, while
the Imports were valued at approxi-
mately $54,000,000. Dates, valued at
close to $6,000,000, led the list of ex-
ports. followed by cereals and flour. $5.-
000.000; and wool. $2,500,000. Among
the leading ar'.iclcs imported were tex-
tiles. valued at approximately $8,500,000,
and sugar worth $3,000,000.

Petroleum Fields Promising.
“The few industries carried on in

Iraq are on a small scale. The resi-
dents maintain factories for spinning,
knitting, carpet making and shoe man-
ufacture, copper smelting and flour
milling. It is only a matter of time,
however, until the country will have an
important place among the regions pro-
ducing and refining petroleum.

“Two financially strong companies
have concessions to explore and develop
the Iraqan oil supplies, and both have
brought in producing wells within the
past two years. One of the companies
is operating a refinery near Khanaqin,

! which supplies most of the fuel oil and
gasoline needs of Iraq. This refinery is
supplied by a 25-mile pipe line from the
oil field at Naft Khava, almost on the
Iraq-Persian border.

“The other oil corporation is develop-
ing an area 75 miles or more to the
north and a considerable distance in-
land from the Persian frontier. This
eompajiy has found fair amounts of oil,
but has delayed exploiting them in the
hope that it will open up a sufficiently
productive field to justify the laying of
a pipe line across deserts and through
mountains to a Mediterranean port.

“The expenditure of large amounts of
money by the two oil companies and
their employment of numerous laborers
and technicians has been one of the
helpful factors in Iraqan economics in
recent years. When the oil fields are
brought to large-scale production, Iraq
will profit directly, as well as indirectly,
for the government will receive a sub-
stantial royalty.”

HOUSE OWNERS REMOVE
WYOMING COMMUNITY

Default of Municipality Improve-
ment Bonds Forces Residents

to Quit City.

By the Associated Presa.
CHEYENNE, Wyo. t December 27.

House by house, Manville, Wyo., is be-
ing divested of its homes and business
structures.

Property owners have been moving

buildings out of the town at the rate of
two or three a week since bonds issued
by the municipality were defaulted.
The mayor of Manville appealed to the
State attorney general, but was advised
there was nothing in the Wyoming law
to prevent a man from moving his
house.

Manville once was a thriving little
town. It slumped, however, and ex-
tensive municipal Improvements for
which the bonds were issued went into
disuse. A large hotel building recently
was moved nearly a hundred miles to
another town. Some buildings are be-
ing moved just outside the city limits.

DONATION FREED OF TAX.
Mexican Government Order Yielda
$7,500,000 to Charity Institution.

MEXICO CITY. December 27 <7P). —
A recent presidential decree eliminating
taxation on donations to La Beneflcen-
cia Pivada, a charity organization, will
bring a gift of $7,500,000 to the insti-
tution. which would otherwise have
gone to the French clergy.

Lands Beriozasal, president of the
charity organization, announced yester-
day that Senorita Luz Bringas, a
wealthy Mexican living in Paris, has
made a will leaving that sum to the
organization, provided the federal tax
on donations be removed.
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SERVANT CHARGED
WITH SLAYING THREE

Warrant for Colored Man Follows
Finding of Physician, Wife and

Son, Dead in Home.

By the Associated Press.

KNOXVILLE. Tenn.. December 27.
Jim Harris, 23, a Negro servant, was ar-
rested today on a warrant charging
him with killinghis employer, Dr. Bar-
clay J. Jones; the physician’s wife and

her young nephew. George Lanf.
A reward of S6OO was offered for the

arrest of Harris after the finding of the
three beaten to death at their home
Christmas day. The Negro was located
by police at the residence of his father-
in-law and denied any knowledge of the
slaying. Officers said he had been mar-
ried yesterday.

Valuables in the house were undis-
turbed. although the pockets of the el-
derly doctor and the boy had been
rifled.

The bodies of the woman and the boy
were discovered in the basement, where
the Negro slept and where police re-
ported finding a pair of bloodstained
overalls. Fingerprints were found on an
ax. A pair of hedge clippers lay be-
side the body of the physician in the
garage.

POLICE CHIEF FOUND
SHOT THROUGH HEAD

Worry Over 111 Health Given as
Cause of Supposed Suicide

at Englewood, N. J.

By the Associated Press.

ENGLEWOOD. N. J.. December 27.
The body of Police Chief Michael
O'Neill was found in a rlump of woods
today after a search of several hours,
started at the request of his wife when

he failed to return home. Police said
he had shot himself through the head
because of worry over ill health.

| A member of the Police Department
t for a quarter of a century and head of

the force for the last six years, he had
been off active duty sini* September

. because of illness. He had undergone
abdominal operations and had suffered
a nervous breakdown. He was 53 years
old.
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Many Hurt in Building Collapse.
LANCASTER. Pa.. December 27 (A*).—

Two women were seriously injured and
I between 30 and 40 other person's suffer-
-5 fd minor hurts in the collapse of a!
. building at Quarryville during the |
I I course of a card party last night. I

MISSOURI PAIR MARRIED
AFTER 50-YEAR ROMANCE

Childhood Courtship Carried on
Through Years as Both Re-

mained Single.
By the Associated Press.

PARIS. Mo.. December 27.—Miss Wil-
lie Hayden and Robert Sprinkle were
quietly married in Moberly, Mo.. Chris,-

! mas day and last night were on their
I wav to honeymoon in Florida.

, The prosaic announcement ended a
! courtship of more than 50 years for the

j couple who promised faithfulness in II grammar school and lived up to their :

! respective word, though each has cele-
] brated more than 70 birthdays. , i

Sprinkle, who carried his wife's book**
home from school In OranvlUe. a litft',

I community 12 miles away, left ***!•
youth after promising undying affection
for her while he made his fortune. She

i also agreed to wait. Now Sprinkle is
| regarded as a millionaire sheep and
cattle rancher in Chinook. Mont., while
Mrs. Sprinkle is a retired business
woman.

Noted Historian Dies.
DE KALB. 111., December 27 <R*>.—

; Edward Carlton, 66, head of the North-
ern Illinois State Teachers' College his-

| tory department, and famous for hi*
history museum at the college, died of

i pneumonia yesterday.
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at your nearest A&P Store, day in and day \§|v. gllL ¦ ahS

I t!i¥ TQ 1 out through the year assure you of consistent
I AJW 1 savings at all times.

I bag, 98c I ew Year approaches we urge you •••'!

1 Gold Medal, Pillsbury, res °lve that you wiU take advantage of Vsijr
\ \ 12-lb. bag, 65 c j these low prices and make the coming year

24-lb. bag, $1,25 I of 1930 one of real thrift in the manage* \
{Washington 1 ment of your home. (/ !

12-lb. bag, 63c I 1 K
;> 24-lb- w, $1,19 \

Sunnyfield A&P Pur. Grape Juice pt, 19c : *., 3Sc
Cantrell md Cochrane .,\ Del Mont, Apricots Urge cm, 33c

Pancake and B’kwheat C.n.d, Dry G,„ger Ale bMt, 8c Cochrane. De , Cllerrie, Ur*.cm,33cClicquot Club Sec bottle, 18c 'Del Monte Pears lanrecan 33c

FLOUR Abner Drury (Light and Dark) ... 5 bottles, 25c Del Monte Fruit Salad ........No 1 cln,’2sc
Bokar Coffee */2 lb., 20c; lb„ 39c A|a Del Monte Peaches largecan,27c

3lte Wilkins Coffee >/ 2 lb„ 2tc; lb 41c Ginger Ale Del M„,e Pine.ppl, !Urgecm| 29cI’kgs. Mexwell House Coffee .. . lb., 4. c Del Moot. Grated Pineapple cm,2sc
Encore Macaroni and Spaghetti.... 2 pkgs., 15c 4ft Del Monte Corn can 15c

Karo B. L. Syrup, .can 10c Jello and Royal Gelatine 2pkgs., 15c Bottles Del Monte pkg lOc
Suntana Maple XXXX, powdered &Brown Sugar. 2-lb. pkgs., 15c f Del Monte Asparagus Tips’. picnic can' 19cBlend Syrup jug ***v

1 8 O'CLOCK COFFEE u. 29c
HOUsI EVAP. MILK dreamy 3 CailS I

Mat Am.rk.n I EAGLE MILK c5=S c. 19c I
CHEESE CREAMERY BUTTER 45c

Sunnyfield BUTTER ® > 50cu 35C WILDMERE EGGS Guaran teed D- 49c |
n. b. c. Sunnyfield Sliced Bacon mu*!. 17c

saltines Sunnyfield Chip Beef i-n>. n t. isc
Canister 20C Lb. 2AC

£.“!!
»

Hard Candy lb. 17c; 5-lb. box 79c
Swft!qh»n wliw. !M* BOG—SWEET Chocolate Drop. lb. 17c

N Paoer-Shpll iu‘/«D AIVBCinBV Carnival Asst. Chocolates 1-lb. box 39c

Hard-Shell Drake Almond,!!! !!! lb! 23c
CRANBERRY

AM
<t? o ChocSat« aI

-

Liaße°Ue d
S
Bra

a
nd

C
WalnU

C
‘ 3'°Z' Vk V? SAUCE Wood’s Old-time Mince Meat..lb. 25cLa Belle Sugar Cream Candy lb. 23c lmnA,f.J i r:„. .. w

FRUIT CAKES

Dorsch, 2-lb. cake 72c j

IN OUR meat markets 1
Nat. Bu. Co., 2-lb. tin.. .$,.75 AND VEGETABLES Fresh Killed 1 Fresh Killed

1 -

CoS;:r. boasting DUCKS1 &Regular Price of aDOZEN I CHICKENS
CIDER I TH|N Lb. 17c l Lb. 15c
wh,« h.„.. ORANGES ' 1 ”

IQ*. 17c;. 4-Cal. 29c1 loin or rib

I Duffy Motts N. Y. State 35C 45c Pork Roast u- 25c
Qt. 20c; 1-Gal. 30c

Gal. 69c Fancy Box Eating Apples.. .3 lbs. 29c Center Cut Pork Chops lb. 29c
' Juicy Florida Grapefruit 3 for 25c End Cut Pork Chops . .lb. 25c

Fancy Emperor Grapes 2 lbs. 25c Sunnyfield Sliced Bacon /4-lb. pkg. 17c
Fresh Cranberries lb. 20c j Auth’s Royal Pork .lb. 49c

Lucky Strike Fresh Crisp Celery 2 bunches 25c Loffler’s Skinless Franks .....lb. 38c
And ouL standard Tangerines doz. 35c, 39c Fancy Butter Fish lb. 18c

rioaMc4# A>
Sweet Potatoes 4 lbs. 19c Boston Mackerel .......... lb. 18c
Stringless Beans .....2 lbs. 25c Fillet of Haddock. lb. 27c

2 Ue- Pkss. 25c Fancy Maine
™~

~~~ " ~ ~~

Carton of 10 $1.19 IPotatoes 10 u». 55c I [ Oysteps “S '

75c
11— r S r

~~

Del Monte and Reliable ""Campbell’s Tomato .

Quaker Maid Oven BaketT
PEAS 3 Beans 3

*
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