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President Hoover. Here is what Allen C. Clark
tells us Dolly said in a letter dated December
3, 1814, on the subject:

“Two hours before the enemy entered the
city, I left the house where Mr. Latrobe’s ele-
gant taste had been so justly admired, and
Where you and Ihad so often wandered together,
and on that very day I sent out the sUver
(nearly alli—the velvet curtains and Gen.
Washington's picture, the cabinet papers, a
few books and the small clock—left everything
else belonging to the publick, our own valuable
stores of every description, a part of my clothes,
and all my servants’ clothes, &c &c, in short
It would fatigue you to read the list of my
losses, or an account of the general dismay, or
particular distresses of your acquaintance.

“Mrs. Hunter and Mrs. Thompson were the
only ladies who stood their ground. I confess
that I was so unfeminine as to be free from
fear, and willingto remain In the Castle. If I
could have had a cannon through every win-
dow, but alas! Those who should have placed
them there, fled before me, and my whole
heart mourned for my country! I remained
nearly three days out of town, but I cannot
tell you what I felt on re-entering it—such
destruction—such confusion! The fleet full in
view and in the act of robbing Alexandria'
The citizens expecting another visit—and at
night the rockets were seen flying near us!”

/~*APT. CALDWELL was a close friend of Gen.
Lafayette's, and when he visited this city

In 1824, went with his youngest daughter
In his carriage to Bladensburg to meet him,
and brought him to his house, which is still
standing close to the Library of Congress, and
where he is said to have remained for some
days.

The captain was very devout and as he grew
older became even more so. Mrs. Samuel Har-
rison Smith, in writing of him in 1822, or
about three years before his death, gives a
clear idea of his religious enthusiasm. She
says:

‘‘Mr.Caldwell, they say, is fast wearing him-
self out, but as his health decreases, his zeal
and labors increase. All day he goes from
house to house, exhorting and praying, and
every night at different meetings. His little
daughter Harriet is one of the new converts,
and with twenty or thirty other young people,
made a kind of public confession and were
prayed over in church, as they do in Methodist
meetings. They are introducing all the habits
and hymns of the Methodists into our Pres-
byterian churches. After the regular service to
closed by the clergyman, the congregation rise,
and strike up a Methodist hymn, sung amidst
the groans and sobs of the newly converted, or
convicted as they call them, then Mr. Caldwell
calls on the mourners to come forward, and he
and others pray over them, as they loudly vent
their sorrows."

.The old Colonization Society building on the
Avenue was begun in 1859 but not completed
until the following year. An old description
teOs us: “The Colonization Society have erected

The home of hlias Bondinot Caldwell,
one of the founders of the. American
(.olonization Society, on Pennsylvania
avenue near the Congressional Library.

on the corner of Pennsylvania Avenue and 4*£
Street a large and beautiful four-story build-
ing. Tlie lower story is of iron, divided for
stores; above, it is of light colored stone, and
ornamented windows, with a balustrade on the
top, and iron casings and moldings.”

Back In its very early days the society met
in a building on the north side of Pennsyl-
vania avenue between Fourteenth and Fif-
teenth streets. Later its offices were on the
north side of that thoroughfare between Third
and Four-and-a-half streets, from which place
they moved to their own building across the
way at the southwest comer of Four-and-a-
half street.

In 1860 its board of directors included the
following prominent persons of that period:
President, John H. B. Latrobe; corresponding
secretary. Rev. R. R. Gurley; financial secre-
tary, Rev. W. McLain; traveling secretary. Rev.
John Orcutt; executive committee, Harvey
Lindsly, M. D.; Joseph H. Bradley, William
Gun ton. W. W. Seaton, Rev. George W. Sam-
son, William Merrick and Isaac Blackford.

In 1862 the names of Dr. Peter Parker and
Samuel H. Huntington were added, and in
1866 W. Copplnger succeeded Dr. Gurley, John
B. Kerr took the place of Blackford, and in
1878 the name of Dr. James C. Welling was
Included in the list. In 1879 Judge Charles C.
Nott, Reginald Pendall and Rev. Thomas O.
Addison became members of the board.

Like many of Washington's old buildings
Which were constructed In a very substantial
manner, the old Colonization building appears
today as strong as It did 70 years ago, and looks
strong enough to stand a good 70 years more If
permitted to do so.

IflKijS iLSHQHI ‘

Birthplace of Henry W otter son at 235 Pennsylvania avenue.

VT*HK Colonization Society moved from this
comer about 19X3, and since that time the

offices have been in the Southern Building.
Henry L. West is now president of the society,
with Paul Sleman as secretary-treasurer.

Some even go so far as to say that the Re-
public of Liberia—or the Black Republic, as it
is sometimes called —ls not and never has
been a success, and, so far as the writer
knows, this may or may not be true. He has
not given the subject close enough study to
express an opinion, though he does feel that
a much better plaoe might have been selected
for a settlement for the colored people returned
to Africa.

Where the Republic of Liberia is located, on
the west coast of Africa, between Sierra Leone
on the west and the Ivory Coast on the east,
it is said to be swampy and flat and the cli-
mate the hottest known on the globe. The
present coast line Is about 350 miles long, ex-
tending from the Mano to the Cavally.

In all, the area of this republic includes
about 40,000 square miles, which wculd be al-
most as large as the State of Virginia. Only
the ooast strip, which averages about seven
miles, to developed and administered. The in-
terior, we are told, is elevated and clothed
with valuable forests of gum trees, oil palms
and pepper shrubs. The hill land Is more
healthful and naturally productive and is the
abode of elephants and buffaloes. Coffee is the

staple product, while other exports include
palm oil, piassava, palm kernels, rubber and
Ivory.

Before the World War about 70 per cent of
the trade was with Germany, and no doubt a
large amount of its business is still with that
country. Nearly 20 years ago It had a popu-
lation estimated at 2,000,000, Including from
12,000 to 15,000 Americo-Liberlans, and 40,000
civilized and Christianized natives, mostly
Episcopalians.

Education in Liberia, according to statistics,
does not seem to be making heavy strides, for
at the time stated there were but 113 public
primary schools for something like 4,100 pupils,
though the mission schools are taking care of
3,000 additional pupils. The government has a
college for higher education, with about 120
students, and there are a few other similar in-
stitutions. The capital of Liberia is Monrovia,
named after our President Monrce.

pEW cities or towns ever have the opportu-
nity of establishing a republic or of form-

ing a new country, as the District of Colum-
.

bia did in connection with far-off Liberia, and
however the American student may feel about
the whole matter, undoubtedly we all wish her
well and are proud of every successful move-
ment she makes.

Within the boundaries of the Civic Center.

H Clatter of Hoofs.
By Holly Frances Raleigh*

Which is the free road?
I.et me take it . . .

Is it the one ivith all the people —•

The little to7vn—the church—the steeple?
(The hill is high,
Hut I can make it.)

Which is the free road?
May I know it . . .

It is the lonely one, grey like the morning—
Calm as a river, languidly turning?.
(My heart is empty,
Do Ishow it?)

Would that be the free road
Dozvn to the water?
Little white sea shells—salt on the flowers—--7 riangle sails, and chanteys for hours?,
(Look on me, Mothert
Am I the daughter?)

What of the free road?
Bright hosts have vanished . « .

Some on the pavements, some in the lane, ...

Some in a questioning born in the rain mm,
(The reed pipes are broken.
The piper is banished.)

at the northeast corner of John Marshall plaoa
and C street, is to all appearance what wa*
once one of Washington's most stately home*.
Today some of its windows are boarded up and
the building has every indication of being on
the downward trend, for even its handsomely
carved door and doorway on the C street side
hear indications of decay and neglect.

A few years ago it was the headquarters of
the Sunshine Home for Women, but all of ita
splendor and sunshine seem now to have dis-
appeared. and it may well be assumed that
rarely does a passerby ever give its past serv-
ices even tne slightest thought.

Its Flemish bond brickwork proves its age to
be at least a hundred years, and there are in-
dications that at least a part of the structure
dates back close to 1800, as the deed from Su-
san M. and John Thornton to O. C. Grammar,
dated 1819, mentions buildings, etc., as a part
of the property transferred.

From the Grammer estate, in 1861, it went
to the late Francis A. Lutz, for many years •

leather goods manufacturer on Pennsylvania
avenue next to the National Hotel.

For many years this old home has borne the
name ‘‘Hymen Hill,” a name given it, it is said,
by the late noted philanthropist, W. W. Cor-
coran, who attended there the marriage #f
William Stettmus to Rosina Grammer, whose
daughter married Champe Brockenbrough
Thornton of Port Hoyal, Va„ and whose daugh-
ter, Rosalie Thornton, in turn married Lelaid
Stanford Conness.
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LIKK many old buildings In Washington—'
• and elsewhere for that matter—-much diffi-

culty is encountered in getting at the real
history of Hymen Hill.

We are told that John Quincy Adams once
resided here, as did Isaac Toucey, Attorney Gen-
eral In the cabinet of President James K. Polk.
Another story is to the efrect that the original
house on this site was erected by a Mr. Cald-
well, a seafaring man of Philadelphia. All es
which may or may not be true.

However, if President John Quincy Adam#
did reside here, it was probably prior to 1817,
Indeed, this might be likely, for Mr. Adam*
resided somewhere in this city from 1803 to
1808, while he was serving in the Senate.
When he returned here in 1817 to enter the
cabinet of President James Monroe as Secretary
of State, he leased a house at 6th and C street*
from Daniel Brent.

In 1821 he purchased the Cutts residence at
1333 to 1335 F street northwest, where he re-
sided until he entered the White House in
1825. When he left the White House In 1829,
without the usual formality of bidding good-by
to his successor, Gen. Jackson, he leased the
Commodore Porter residence on Meridian Hill.
Between this time and his tragic death in the
Speaker’s room of the House of Representative*
on February 23, 1848, there is little likelihood
that he resided at the Grammer home.

Isaac Toucey, who may have resided here,
was a Representative in Congress from 1835
to 1839, and quite likely first made his ap-
pearance in Washington on the former date.
He was Attorney General from 1848 to 1849, a
part of which time he acted as Secretary of
State. In 1852 he entered the Senate, where
he remained until 1857, when he entered the
cabinet of James Buchanan, serving as Secre-
tary of the Navy until 18C1. and unless Gottlieb
Grammer conducted a boarding house at
residence, which is not likely, then the prob-
ability of Mr. Toucey residing in this old homo
would be remote prior to 1857, when Mr,
Grammer died.

Among Mr. Grammer’s children to be bom
in tills house was the Rev. Julius E. Grammer,
who first saw the light of day in 1831. The
burial place of the Grammer family. Including
Gottlieb Grammer and his wife Elizabeth (bom
1795, died 1823) is in Congressional Cemetery,
where the graves are appropriately marked with
tombstones.

Both the Grammer family and the Stettinos
family were early purchasers of property in till*
vicinity, a Mr. Stettinus buying a lot in 1796
or 1799 near where the Bank of Washington
now stands.

After "Hymen Hill" was purchased by Mr,
Lutz in 1861, he added an additional story to
the building and changed the type of the roof.
He also removed the high mantels which were'
a peculiar feature of the interior of the house.

From the fact that these mantels were
elaborately carved to represent the rigging
equipment of a seagoing ship—such as spar*
and anchors, a fancy, it is thought, of it*
builder—color is lent to the statement that
the original structure was erected by Mr. Cald«
well of Philadelphia.

Chrysanthemum Experiments

TH* f*U-flowering chrysanthemum may not
be necessarily a fall bloom, if tests carried

on by the Department of Agriculture prove
to be correct in their results.

T7i# whole secret lies, apparently, in the
amount of sunlight the plant receives. The
current belief that the plants await the cooler
weather of October before flowering seems to'
be erroneous, for, by the proper control of
sunlight, some of the plants used in the testwere brought into bloom by July 15.

The early blooming specimens were exposed
to the sun from 5:30 a. m. until 3:30 p. m.;
when they were shaded. Check plants which'were grown alongside the tested plants pro-'duced their blooms in October as usual.

To make the test doubly convincing, part*
of some plants were shaded while the restwas allowed the full amount of sun. The
shaded parts produced the Summer blooms
and the unshaded flowered in the Fall.

It is believed by the department officials
that the tests have opened up a fine field forexperimentation and the production of thes*lovely flowers long before danger of frock-'killing is In prospect.
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