
INTERSTATE MOTOR 
TRUCKS LIMITED 

Transportation of Passen- 

gers and Commodities 

Held Dissimilar. 

BY T. R. DAHL, 
Vice President »nd Secretary the White Co. 

The transportation of passengers by 
bus and the transportation of property 
by truck are entirely dissimilar services. 
)n considering the report of one of the 
examiners of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission on co-ordination of motor 
transportation, this distinction between 
these two types of transportation must 
be clearly borne tn mind. 

Common Carriers. 
Bus transportation, whether inter- 

state or intrastate, is a common carrier 
operation. Bus transportation is a sys- 
tem of transportation similar in many 
respects to railroad transportation. The 
bus operators themselves have at all 
times desired Interstate bus regulation 
by Congress. They have fought for the 
passage of such a bill through the last 
three sessions of Congress. The diffi- 
culty has been in obtaining legislation 
which was fair to bus operation. The 
National Grange and the Farm Bureau 
believe that bus operations should not 
be restricted because of alleged railway 
competition, as they desire that facility 
for the use of the people without re- 

striction or taxation enacted for the 

protection of any other transportation 
agency. Interstate regulation of motor 
busses under a bill fair to that trans- 
portation agency will receive the sup- 
port before Congress of the bus opera- 
tors. manufacturers and others inter- 
ested In the development of bus trans- 

portation. 
The prime aimcuity m uuemgemiy 

discussing the regulation of motor 
trucks is that there has been so much 
misinformation concering motor truck 
operation that the motor truck is en- 

tirely misunderstood. It is true that 
there is small reason for this misunder- 
standing, as the facts in reference to 
motor truck operation are well estab- 
lished by an impartial authority, 
namely, the Bureau of Public Roads of 
the United States Department of Agri- 
culture. Before It is possible to con- 

sider what, if any, regulation should be 
enacted controlling the operation of 
motor trucks, it is necessary to under- 
stand that 82 per cent of the motor 
trucks in this country, by actual traffic 
count, are privately owned and pri- 
vately operated. This 82 per cent of 
the motor trucks of the country are. 

therefore, in exactly the same class as 

private passenger cars, as they are only 
used by the owners of the trucks 'o 

transport their property over the public 
highway. 

Contract Carriers. 

Eleven per cent of the motor trucks 
ef the country are contract carriers, 
while but 7 per cent of such trucks are 

common carriers. From a national 
standpoint it is interesting to know that 
but 2 per cent of the motor trucks in 
this country today are engaged in in- 
terstate common carriage of property. 
Appreciating this ownership of motor 
trucks, it is apparent that the motor 
trucks of the country cannot by any 
stretch of the imagination be consid- 
ered a transportation system. They are 

as a whole units of private transporta- 
tion. It is perfectly natural that this i 
should be so, because the motor truck 
is the vehicle which has replaced the 
horse and wagon and is today, for all 
practical purposes, a big horse and 
wagon, carrying a larger load and trav- 
eling farther and faster, it is true, but 
nevertheless doing the job that two 
decades ago was done by the horse and 
wagon. It is a nice legal question 
whether it is possible to regulate the 
11 per cent of the motor trucks of the 
country which are today contract car- 
riers. It seems to us that under the 
decisions of the Supreme Court of the 
United States such contract carriers 
cannot be regulated except under the I 
police powers, which type of regulation 
is not contemplated in the report of 
the examiner. Theoretically the 7 per 
cent common carrier motor trucks 
6hould be regulated, and they are today 
regulated in about 35 States of the 
Union. They are regulated as a mat- 
ter of law, but not as a matter of fact, 
as that law is just as difficult to en- 
force in the States as prohibition. The- j 
oretically the 2 per cent of motor trucks j 
engaged in interstate commerce should j 
be regulated as common carriers. It is : 

a serious question whether it is worth 
building up an intricate system of in- ! 
terstate regulation affecting but 2 per 
cent of the motor trucks of the coun- 

try. It has been the experience in 
States in which motor truck common 
carrier license fees have been high and 
operating restrictions drastic that such 
common carriers have discontinued 
their common carrier business and be- 
come contract carriers. It is probable 
that this would be the result of inter- 
state regulation. In other words, the 
common carrier motor truck engaged in 
Interstate commerce operation is al- 
ready subject to the competition of 
contract carrier trucks, which fully 
protects the public as to rates and 
service. 

A clear understanding of the service 
and operation of motor trucks, based 
on the factual studies of the Bureau of 
Public Roads of the United States De- 
partment of Agriculture, will go a long 
way toward solving the question of 
what, if any, regulation in interstate 
commerce is necessary in the public 
Interest in so far as common carrier 
motor trucks are concerned. 
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TRAFFIC ARRESTS UP 
IN BALTIMORE FOR 1931 

Decrease Shown in Number of Se- 

rious Violations of City 
Regulations. 

Special Dispatch to The Star. 

BALTIMORE, January 30.—Although 
12,692 more persons were arrested in 
Baltimore during 1931 for violations of 
the traffic laws than in 1930, there 
wras a decrease in serious violations,! 
according to a report prepared by I 
John J. White, chief clerk of the1 
Traffic Court. 

The report revealed that there was a 

decrease in the number of drivers 
arrested for passing red lights, speed- 
ing and failure to stop at boulevard | 
Intersections. 

The report showed that 73.401 
traffic offenders were arrested in 1931, 
as compared with 60.709 in 1930. Fines 
for the year totaled $168,000. an in- 
crease of $7,000. Parking violations led 
other offenses, 45,570 drivers being 
arrested and 32.382 fined for this 
offense. 

In 1931, 1 981 drivers were caught 
passing red lights as compared with 
2.37(1 for 1930; 410 drunken drivers, 
117 of them being sent to jail, was the 
1931 record as compared with 335 and 
83 for the previous year; 2,261 drivers 
failed to stop for boulevards, compared 
with 2.445 the previous year. 

During last year 1,664 speeders were 

arrested as compared w-ith 1,750 the 
previous year; 8.982 for reckless driving 
and 2.991 for failure to give the right 
of way. 

Ignition Pointers. 
Inspect wiring, oil generator and 

check charging rate, check breaker con- 

tact points for proper spacing, replace 
spark plugs if used more than 10.000 

miles; if used less than this, clean them 

and adjust the gaps; clean battery ter- 

minals with ammonia water solution, 

tighten terminals and grease with vas- 

eline, inspect water level and. if gravity 
reading is low. recharge. Check for cor- 

rect timing and proper valve clearance 
With these simple but highly essential 
adjustments, a Winter of carefree driv- 
ing should be eojosec. 

Baltimore Highway at the District Line 

Probablv the heaviest traffic comes Into Washington over this route. The line can be noted by the different 

colored roadway. 
‘ —Star Staff Photo, Courtesy Ludington Lines. 

NEW RECORDS HELD SET IN 193* 
BY ROAD BUILDING AND USAGE 

Industry s Output Was 2,460,000 Units 
for the Year—8.000,000,000 More 

Miles Traveled. 

placement to the greatest possible ex- 

tent, and thereby contribute its part 
to the dissipation of the general de- 

pression. On top of replacement due 
to obsolescence there is the normal re- 

placement arising from the seductive 

appeal of mechanical improvement and 

style. Additionally, there is always 
some new' buying. 

For these reasons, therefore, 1 ex- 

pect the total volume of business in 
1932 wiU show a substantial increase in 
our domestic market. Export sales are 

an unknown quantity, because of ad- 
verse financial and political conditions 
In many important foreign markets. 

Automobile Shows May Be 

Necessary Starter for 

1932. 

BY G. M. WILLIAMS, 
President Marmon Motor Car Co. 

It is generally agreed that any event 

or combination of events that provides 
business with a substantial initial stim- 

ulus will mark the beginning of a defi- 
nite and lasting march toward good 
times and prosperity. 

The automobile shows, during which 

the collective effort of the largest in- 

dustry in the country’ is manifest in its 

greatest degree, may be the starter that 
is so important to business today. It is 

altogether within the bounds of reason 

to believe that the combined selling 
force of many great companies, with 

their new models and their aggressive 
merchandising programs, will be a most 

notatble factor in pushing general busi- 
ness but of the doldrums. 

Employment Effect. 

Suppose the activity generated by the 
new models at the automobile shows re- 

sulted in putting even 109,000 people 
back to work in producing motor cars, 

parts or accessories. The psychological 
effect would be nothing short of mirac- 
ulous There would be a better feeling 
everywhere. The buying power of 

100,000 families—nearly half a million 

people—would be restored. All indus- 
tries would feel the result. It would be 
like touching an electric starter of 
business 

All this is well within the realm of 

possibility if people support their auto- 
mobile show, go to it and take a genuine 
interest in the things they v*111 see. In 

spite of adverse conditions during the 
last year or two. there are many hun- 
dreds of thousands of people who can 

afford a new car. But whether you can 

afford one or not. go to the automobile 
show. Tell you friends about the mar- 

velous new models you have seen. Urge 
them to attend. It will be well worth 
while. 

Annual Announcements. 

As a step toward more advantageous 
business practice, the automobile indus- 
try decided some time ago to make all 
of its important new-model announce- 

ments at about the same time of the 
year. As a result more brand-new cars 

LEADERSHIP SEEN 
IN AID INDUSTRY 

Response of America’s Motor 

Manufacturers Cited by 
Industry Official. 

N 

BY A. VAN DER ZEE. 

General Sales Menage-. Dodge Bros. Cor- 
poration. 

That America's motor manufacturers 1 

have responded as a unit to the Na- 

tion’s call for industrial leadership in 

an attempt to bring about a certain 

return to better times, I believe. Is 
evidenced by the startling, value-plus 
creations that are being displayed at 
this year’s auto show. 

Not a Novelty. 
As it was expressed recently in one 

of the leading trade journals, mobiliza- 
tion of its forces at the time of a na- | 
tional emergency such as exists today 
is not a new thing for the automobile 
industry. Almost overnight it switched 
its engineering and productive genius 
to the manufacturing of munitions and 

combat equipment during the World 
War; later, it mobilized just as speedily 
and just as effectively for its own 

organization and expansion; and now, 

once again, it is called upon to assume 

leadership and return to normal the 

buying habits of a nation. That we 

will be successful, I am certain. The 

automobile industry will leave nothing 

are being shown at this year's show 

than ever before. More companies have 
waited until show time to disclose the 

improvements they have made in their 

products, to reveal the progress they 
have made during the last 12 months to 

produce better transportation. 
Every company is doing its level best 

to create widespread interest in its cars 

as displayed at the automobile show. 
We want you to go to the automobile 
show and do your bit toward reward- 

ing with your interest the efforts of 
the industry as a whole. 

The automobile industry is one of the 
largest and most important in the 

1 

world Normally, one out of every 10 
persons gainfully employed in the 
United States is connected in some way 
with the making, selling or servicing of 1 

automobiles. To stimulate this indus- j 
try would be to help all industries. 
Now is you opportunity to do that very 
thing—go to the automobile show. 

undone to render complete assistance 
at a time when the country looks to it 
for individual and national encourage- 
ment. 

Never before in all my years of ex- 

perience, and I believe other executives 
in the industry will concur with me 
in this expression, have I seen such 
comfort, such practicability and such 
value as is contained in the offerings 
of the industry for 1932. As one wan- 
ders through the various exhibits, 
cither as just a mere spectator or as 

an actual ready-to-buy prospect, h^ 
cannot help but sense within himself 
a feeling of desire—an urge to want to 
possess immediately one of those new 
models for his own, or for his wife and 
family. 

Keeping the I-'aitli. 

If we manufacturers have succeeded 
in Instilling that feeling into the breasts 
of the American people at this start of 
a new year, we will be gla<F—and thank- 
ful—because we will then know that 
the industry has kept the faith—that 
the patriotic leadership that was tx- 

pected of 1t has not been misplaced. 
People will not buy just because they 
are asked to, even at such a time as 

this, although down deep in their hearts 
they fully realize that their reluctance 
to draw upon their idle dollars m^ans 

a prolongation of their personal, indi- 
vidual hardship. As paradoxical as 

that may seem, it is, nevertheless, true 
and occurring everywhere throughout 
the country today. 

All motor manufacturers, as is clear- 

ly demonstrated by the prices that have 
been established on the masterful cre- 
ations the industry offers for 1932, have 
attacked this massed reluctance to buy 
by acting upon the premise that even 

the most timid will buy normally when 

they are convinced that they are getting 
value—and then some—for their money. 
Actually, and as a gesture of patriotism 
to the Nation, automobile manufactur- 
ers have put a limit on their expected 
profits in 1932. 

Unselfish Move. 

Personally, even though I say it my- 
self as a 'member of the motor fra- 

ternity, I think it is a highly unselfish 
move on their part and one that :s de- 

serving of the same patriotic co-opera- 
tion from that 85 per cent of the popu- 
lation that is steadily employed and 
that does enjoy an income and can 

buy. 
In conclusion, it is the patriotic, the 

moral duty of all of us who can to 

buy, so want and suffering of the few 
can be permanently converted into 

peace of mind and prosperity for all. 

Lubrication Hints. 
Drain oil from the engine, flush 

crankcase and put in a Winter grade 
of oil. If the present oil filter cartridge 
has been in use 8.000 or 10,000 miles 
install a new one according to recom- 

mendations in car instruction manual. 
Drain transmission and differential 
grease and replace with Winter lubri- 
cant. Clean and reoil air cleaner. 

GENERATORS 
EXCHANGED IF NOT DISMANTLED 

EXCHANGED—INSTALLED—SMALL CHARGE 

OFFICIAL (Jjjg) SAVINGS 

Replacement Rerr.y 943-B, fits following cars: Chevrolet 1926-32, 
Pontiac, Chrysler 65, Da Soto, Dodge 30-31. Oldsmobile, Stude- 
baker 31, Viking, Marrnon 63, Marquette, Oakland and Roosevelt, 
G. M. C. Light Delivery Generator. 
BUCK .Sli.'iO 
D1 H AN'T !“ *»:» 
ESSEX IO..VI 
FORI) T » *»<• 
FORD A ‘.‘Ml 

HI PMOBILF SI0.50 
OLD^M OBILL 10.50 
OVERLAND 10.50 
PACKARD 17.50 
STIDEBAKER 10.00 

Fifty other cars in proportion. Lxchanges UUAKAIN I LtU same as 

new 90 days. Batteries charged for $1 if necessary. We rewind 
our own armaturss. 

Gariy’s Electric & Pattery Service, inc. 
Complete Auto and Commercial Service 

1608 14th St. N.W. North 0224-0225 
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BY ALYAV MACAILEY. 
President National Automobile Chamber of 
Commerce anci Packard Motor Company. 

Although the wheels of commerce 
and industry have not been revolving 
so rapidly during the last year, those 
rolling on rubber tires conquered more 
miles of highway in 1931 than ever 
before. 

This claim is supported by gasoline 
consumption records, which indicate 
unmistakably that 500,000.000 more 

gallons of motor fuel were consumed 
last year than in the record year oi 
1930. 

Accepting this figure, we are justified 
in assuming that the Nation's fleet of 
26.000.000 motor vehicles exceeded 
its aggregate mileage of 1930 by more 
than 8.000,000.000 miles. In other 
words, each car and truck traveled an 

average of 300 miles farther last year 
than it did the preceding year. 

Mere Records Made. 

Nor was gasoline consumption the 
only record established by motor ve- 
hici'.s in 1931. Increased mileage trans- 

j lated itself into increased gasoline tax 

j revenue which was used to finance a 
more extensive highway construction j 
and improvement program than this1 
or any other country had ever before 
attempted. 

Incomplete reports indicate that these 
added tax receipts made possible the 
expenditure by Federal, State and local 
governments of $2,400,000,000 for high- 
way extension, improvement and main- 
tenance-—almost $200,000,000 more than 

j was spent for the same purpose in 
1930. 

These two achievements coming in 
a period such as the one through which 
we have just passed should convey 
much, not only to the motor industry, 
but because of the intimate relation- 

! ship of this industry to all phases of 
economic and social existence, to the 
public as well. 

Where could onr find more eloquent 
testimony of the high place that pas- 
senger cars, motor trucks and busses 
have been accord:d in the domestic and 1 

business life of the Nation? 
Behind these figures a:e the stories 

of thousands of families who were wil- 
ling to sacrifice luxuries and even so- 

called necessities in order that they [ 
might not be denied the use of their | 
cars. 

Here, we may believe, is the guaranty I 
for the future of highway trans- j 
portation. 

Losses sunerec. 

It is a matter of such common | 
knowledge that it scarcely need be men- | 
tioned that the motor industry suffered I 
as much as many others in so far I 
as its 1931 sales were concerned. 

Compelled to hold their factory op- [ 
erations in close check with visible 
market requirements, motor manu- 

facturers had to content themselves 
with an aggregate output of 2,460,000 
vehicles for the vear—almost 1,000,000 
units less than 1930, and 54 per cent 
under 1929's record volume. 

It might be expected that this failure 
of the market to yield more substan- 
tial returns would have been most dis- 
heartening to motor manufacturers. 
Quite the reverse is true. 

On the eve of the national show j 
they are almost unanimous in agreeing 
that this is one of the most auspicious 
signs for the future. 

Their view is based largely upon the 

part which the much-discussed re- 

placement market will play in break- i 

ing the frozen jam of buying apathy. 
It is recognized, not only by the in- 

dustry's leaders, but by economists and 
students of business, that sales of cars 

and commercial vehicles during the 
last two years did not keep pace with 
the unprecedented rate at which they 
were being worn out. 

Uncertainty over future employment 
and income and other factors which 
nrevented people from following their 

normal buying habits have produced 
a deficit in the country's motor vehicle 
inventory. 

This "deficit" is regarded as an ac- 

i cumulated bank of replacement busi- 

j ness which will be released with the 
restoration of confidence in business 
stability and the elimination of ob- 
stacles to trade revival. 

Fundamentally, the replacement 
theory is sound. However, before its 
application to the motor industry can 

be accepted, two conditions must be 
taken into consideration. 

First.—There must be some assur- 

ance that American standards of liv- 
1 

ing will continue to permit and re- 

quire motor vehicle ownership on the 
same scale as before the depression 

Second.—Artificial barriers which 
might tend to limit the number of peo- 
ple who can aflord to own or operate 
automobiles must not be raised. 

Over the first condition there is 
need for little concern. The desire for 
automobile ownership is almost uni- 
versal and there is every reason to be- 

! lieve that it will continue so. 
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HEALTHY IN U. $. 
— 

Efficiency and Economy Ex- 

pressed to Prospective 
Auto Buyers. 
_ I 

BY ALBERT RlSSEL ERSKINE, 
President, the Studebaker Corporation. 

The automobile industry enters 1932 j 
in a healthy condition, physically and 

xentahy. Plant facilities are ship-shape 
and new products of surpassing merit 
are launched upon the market. Never 
in its long, glorious history has the 
industry functioned so brilliantly, effi- 
ciently and economically in expressing 
itself to motor car buyers in particular 
and to the transportation world in gen- 
eral. The cars exhibited at the national 
automobile show's will themselves dem- 
onstrate these achievements and create 
new buying urge in the markets. 

Need of Replacements. 
Many of the existing cars, number- 

ing 6,000,000 practically worn out, must 
be replaced in 1932 through sheer 
necessity if normal transportation re- 

quirements are to be met. More than 
20,000,000 passenger cars and 3.000,000 
commercial cars now operate in Amer- 
ica. moving people and goods back and 
forth, mostly bent on business. Only 
motor cars can do this work, because 
horses are gone from our streets and 
roads. 

Is the United States a 20,000,000-car 
country or are we a 15.000,000-car 
country, as some economists suggest? 
Out of the 6,000.000 cars and trucks 
more than 7 years o’*d and now in use, 
how many must be replaced in 1932 
because cf obsolescence? How many 
people wbo own them will be able to 
buy new cars? Consideration of these 
questions interests the automobile in- 
dustry. The outcome will determine 
the degree and extent of its operations 
in 1932 and inevitably bear directly 
upon the business prosperity of the 
country as a whole. 

Betterment Effort Made. 

By making 1932 new cars better than 
>ver the industry has made a determined 
effort to stimulate new buying and re- 

The amazing dependability of Willard 
Batteries is the direct result of 29 years of 
conscientious working to produce the best. 
For your car, we have several types at a 
wide range in price, including types with 
Thread Rubber Insulation, an exclusive 
Willard product. And our inspection serv- 
ice on any make of battery is free. Use it. 

Washington Battery Co. 
1146 19th St. N.W. NOrth 0141 

",Drive-in Service” 

Willard 
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A NEW CAR • FOR A NEW AGE 

THE-NEW-HUPMOBILES 

Meeting the need of the times for a finer, richer car- 

at a lower price. Bringing design, performance, and 

value never seen before in the medium-priced field. 

Bringing economy, without the taint of cheapness. The 

faultless styling of high-priced custom cars, without 

the hipf price. High-powered performance, without j 
higjh cost. Every new invention for added power, 

speed, safety, comfort,^convenience, without any in- 

crease in price. All of this you find in the IVcw Age 
“Hundred Feature” Hupmobile. 

SEE IT AT THE SHOW ASK FOR THE “HUNDRED FEATURE” 

BOOKLET ASK TOUR DEALER FOR A DEMONSTRATION 

Distributors 

MOTT MOTORS, Incorporated 
1518-20 Fourteenth St. N.W. Decatur 4341 

Associate Dealers 

Northeast Hupmobile Sales 
50 H Street N.E. t Metropolitan 3306 


