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CHAPTER LVI. 

CHOICE. 
FTER an Interval J.m went on, 

his voice drowning the sound 
of the rain. 

“You disappeared Into the 
world. I had one slender link 

to hold you by—Natalie Cameron. She 
wrote to me. I knew she was a relative 

Some one was sobbing. The wind. 
It sounded like the wind. 

"My darling ... to have you—not 
to have to fight the idea ot you. 
His voice was muffled against her lips. 

All the loneliness—all the emptiness 
drawing away—melting like the gray 
mist over the hilltops. 

Now. once again, her arms and her 
heart and her life were full. 

After a few moments they were 
calmer. Able to accept the miracle of 
each other in a milder spirit. Seated 

Kitty** figure appeared on the porch. 

by marriage. Felt that some time that 
slender thread would draw me back to ! 

you. It'* the only thing I'm ashamed 
of—that I used Natalie as a means to 
keep track of you.” 

Joyce's eyes were wide as though a 
new light were breaking upon her. 

"In that way,” the man went on. "I 
learned about Roger Cameron's death. 
I learned of the peculiar terms of his 
will. Natalie and her mother were 

pretty angry about it—that's no news 
to you. By that time I had left the sea. 

[ was free to come to you. I maneuvered 
to get an invitation from Natalie to 
visit here in Riverton. I told you I 
wasn't proud of this part of the story. 
But I was desperate. You had to have 
a chance to know me. I couldn’t risk 
a turn down and it was the only 
chance I took it.” 

Keith drew a long breath, twitched 
his shoulders uneasily as though reliev- 
ing them of a burden. 

"Well—you know the rest. I was here. 
And you soon showed you had no use 
for me. And I came to feel that I had 
no right to ask you to give up the 
fortune, the home, for the little I had 
to offer you. I came to see that I was 

selfish—but I was just selfish enough 
to hang on, stubborn In spite of It all 
because I was so crazy for you. And 
it was your own words at the last which 
drove me away-" 

"My own words!” Joyce ejaculated 
hoarsely. 

"Yes. I was in the library one night 
—you and Kitty were on the veranda. 
You called me a fortune hunter and 
told Kitty you despised me. I left the 
next morning.” 

"I thought Oh. I thooght — 

Natalie-” Joyce was crying and her 
words were incoherent. She could not 
finish and after a moment the man 
went on. 

■'I went away—never mind where. I 

was crazy I think. I couldn't stay and 
I couldn’t leave you. I hung around in 
the city. And then old Con—my 
partner and the best friend a man 
ever had—came here. He was looking 
for me. I hadn't had the heart to 
write to him. I was needed at home, 
but I couldn’t go away and leave you.” 

The man gave a little harsh laugh 
and continued. Well he came up here. 
He saw Kitty. Dear old Kitty. And 
it was what he told me when he finally 
saw me that brings me here today. He 
gained the idea from Kitty that you 
were desperately unhappy. I don’t 
know I don’t know If I’m presumptuous 
in this—I haven't much to offer. We 
live in a farm building. It’s bleak and 
ugly. There are mighty few comforts. 
It’s nothing at all to offer an exquisite 
woman, but it’s all I have to offer at 
present. Aside from that—there's only 
the fact that I love you. I'll always 
love you. Joyce: I’m sure of that—I've 
tried to hate you so! I'm no fortune 
hunter-” 

Jim disregarded her small cry of 
pretest and went on. 

“I’m proving that by insisting that 

you marry me now and let the money 
go. It's a lot to ask of you. but if you 
want me. why—all I have is yours no 

matter how little it is-’’ 
“Want you!” A strange voice which j 

she did hot recognize: a wild, joyous 
voice—“Oh. my dear—how much! I 
think I was fighting the love of you all 
the time. I didn’t dare give way. I 
tried to turn it into hate but—I love 
you! Nothing matters—just you—just 
you-” 

Joyce was in Jim’s arms, pressing his 
face hard against her own so that her 
tears smeared them both. She was 

fingering his face, as a blind person 
might finger—trying to impress the 
features of a loved one upon the 
memory. 

“I love you. ... I love you so. ■" 
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artists, doctors, theatrical producers 
(and husbands!) all agreed upon this 
point. "My husband says I look five 
years younger.” writes this lady of 39, 
who—thanks to her daily dose of Krus- 
chen Salta—has unburdened her body 
of 18 pounds of ugly fat. Read her 
letter:— 

"Having heard from a friend of mine 
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taking Kruschen Salts. I started using 
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husband is a very severe critic. He 
says I look Ave years younger. There 
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wMght exccpv Kruschen, as I do not 
take any particular diet. 

<Mrs.) S. R.. London, England. 
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road and dripping trees. The steady 
I drum of rain on the top of the car. 

I The water trickling down the wind- 

shield until they were shut in here to- 

gether closed in cozy Intimacy from 
the gray outside world. 

"I have to get back to the ranch, 
Jim explained. “You're marrying a 

working man. Joy.” At the sound of 

her name on his lips a warm little 
glow went over her. “Think you can 

marry me right away and let's get 
back?" 

“Right away-” There was a proud 
glad ring to her voice. She scorned 

subterfuge. “Let's go back to the 

house. You'll stay there, of course— 

I'm still the mistress of it until—until 
I marry." 

Jim looked at her with serious dark 

eyes “It's asking you to give up a 

good deal, Joy. It will be years before 
I can give you anything like that —” 

They w'ere swinging around the 
graveled driveway and he nodded to the 
big brick house. 

“—no lawns and gardens—out there 
at the ranch, Jcy. No servants every- 
time you push a button -no push 
button even! There's Lee. the Chinese 
cook and Joe. the Portuguese boy-cf- 
all work. Think you'll be satisfied, 
dear?” 

“Lawns and houses and money— 

they’re only things! Once I thought 
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things counted. Now I know they're 
unimportant besides Jtfst plain living!” 
There was a sweet tranquillity in the 
girl's gaze which the man had never 
seen before. 

Joy had transfigured her. The cool 
serenity—the queenly indifference was 
gone. She was warm and tremulous, 
thrilling to his least look, wearing her 
love for him as a shining banner. 

She stood for a moment in hjs arms 
as he helped her from the car, and his 
eyes were black with feeling as he 
spoke. "Lovely thing you won't 
regret it? It’s infernally selfish of me 
—but 1 want you so, girl! All my own. 

Oh, sweetheart-” 
And Joyce answered, looking at him 

with her heart in her eyes, “and I 
want you-” her voice was low and 
fierce. "I want you until I’m Just one 

ache for your love! I have no pride— 
I’m positively abject !i Jim, hold me. 
Hold me tight. Take me away with 
you. Don’t let me be swallowed up 
again in this stuffy grayness. I want 
to live and love and work ... I want 
to be a live woman in a live world. .” 

Kitty's astonished figure appearing 
on the porch cf the Cameron house. 
Kitty’s face flashing with sudden and 
joyous comprehension as she saw their 
locked figures. And Kitty's loud 
pretended scorn as she called down to 
them. 

’’Well, I know they say love’s blind, 
but I never knew it was simple-minded 
before! An' simple-minded I call it, 
to be standing out there huggln’ in the 
pourin’ rain when there’s a whole 
house an’ a warm fire in here. Come in, 
you two blessed idiots!" 
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Australia, has received the following 
from a prominent business man in Syd- 
ney, New South Wales: "Just this wee 
note whilst inclosing a cheque for <105, 

to assist the federal government to some 
small extent In Its hour of need. It is 
payment in advance against next year’s 
state and federal income tax. and it 
carries with it my very best wishes for 
a complete and successful outcome of 
the present splendid fight you and 

your cabinet are putting up." With the 
letter was a check tor the equivalent of 
about $525, par exchange. 

Of *all marriages in England and 
Wales, 38' per cent are childless. 
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