
PROVING THAT KIDNAPING DOES NOT PAYi 

Miss Mary McElroy, daughter of Kansas 
City's chief executive, who was released 
unharmed after her kidnapers got 
$30,000, most of which was recovered 
when the kidnapers were arrested. 

KIDNAPING 
for ransom is not only the 

meanest crime of all—it is rapidly be- 
coming one of the most dangerous, 
and things are getting so that the pay 
is something terrible. 

That seems to be the moral to be 
drawn from the upshot of some of the most 
noted kidnaping cases in the last year. 

Chief of Detectives Thomas J. Hlggins of 

Kama* City, Mo., is one law enforcement offi- 
cial who says bluntly that the racket is getting 
to be pretty tough. 

Higglns ought to know. It was he who super- 
vised the running down of the gangsters who 
kidnaped Miss Mary McElroy, daughter of 

City Manager Henry F. McElroy of Kansas 

Clip, this Spring. Three of the four kidnapers 
have been caught, the fourth is a fugitive, and a 

good part of the ransom money they collected 
has been recovered. And Miss McElroy, of 
course, is back home unharmed. 

Another law officer who can testify to the 
Mine effect is Daniel Needham, State Commis- 
sioner of Public Safety in Massachusetts. 

It was under Needham's supervision that the 
kidnaping of little Peggy McMath was solved, 
vritb the conviction of her kidnaper and the 
recovery of all of the ransom money that had 
been paid. 

NOR are those two cases exceptions. Mrs. 
Nell Donnelly of Kansas City was Jc*d- 

n&ped more than a year ago and held for 
ransom. The police got on the trail so fast 
that the kidnapers finally let her go free, un- 

banned, without even waiting to try to collect 
the ransom they had demanded. Subsequently 
they were arrested and put behind the bars. 

Then there was Jackie Thompson of Detroit, 
aoa of a well-to-do real estate dealer. He 
•was held prisoner for several days by gang- 
steet, being released after $17,000 ransom was 

paid. A little later his three kidnapers were 
arrested and sent to prison, and $5,000 of the 
ransom money was recovered. 

Somewhat similar was the case of Adolphus 
Busch Orthwein of St. Louis, 13-year-old 
grandson of August A. Busch. He was re- 
turned safely after his kidnaper—it seems to 
have been more or less a one-man job—had 
held him only 20 hours. No ransom was paid, 
and the kidnaper was arrested. 

Benjamin P. Bower, Denver banker, was kid- 
naped and held for $50,000 ransom last year, 
but was released without any payment having 
been made. The leader of the gang that kid- 
naped him committed suicide, and three other 
members were arrested. 

At about the same time Gordon H. Sawyer, 
a bank executive of Tucson, Ariz., was kidnaped 
and hold for $60,000 ransom. He, too, was re- 

leased without any ransom being paid, and 
one of the three men who abducted him has 
been arrested. 

THS McMath case in Massachusetts attracted 
wide attention, and ended in a complete 

defeat for the kidnapers. 
Peggy McMath was the object of a Nation- 

wide search, until she was released after $60,- 
000 ransom money had been paid. But a very 
short time after her release two brothers, Ken- 
neth and Cyril Buck, were under arrest charged 
with the crime, and all of the $60,000 had been 
recovered. Kenneth was found guilty, and 
given 24 years; Cyril was acquitted. 

Perhaps the most significant of all of these 
cases, because of the light it sheds on the pit- 
falls that beset the kidnaper's path,* was the 
kidnaping of Miss McElroy. 

On the morning of May 27 two masked men 
took Miss McElroy from her home and took 
bar to a place of seclusion where they and 
their two accomplices kept her until her father 

paid over the $30,000 they demanded. 
Within a few weeks three of the four men 

Involved in the crime were under arrest, and 

a good share of the money had been recovered. 
Walter McGee and Clarence Click were 

seised within a comparatively short time after 
the girl's release. A few weeks later George 
McGee, Walter's brother, was arrested in 

r.oanoke, Va., and returned to Kansas CKy. 
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The Lowest Form of 

Crime, and One of the 
Most Hazardous of 
Criminal Undertak- 

ings, the Ransom 

Racket Is Likewise 
One of the Least Sue-* 

cessful. 

AN examination of the crime shows how the 

kidnapers themselves helped to bring 
about their own downfall. 

There were several persons In the Kansas 

City underworld who knew, the minute word 

of the kidnaping was circulated, just who had 
pulled the job. 

Before the kidnaping Walter McOee and 

Click had not only talked over between them- 
selves and others of the "mob" their plans fcr 

the kidnaping, but had also mentioned their 

plans to others not in the ring. After the kid- 

naping they found It necessary to pay several 
of these people to keep quiet—being threatened 
with exposure unless they did so. 

But they didn't pay off enough people, ap- 

parently. At any rate it is pretty well known 

in Kansas City police circles that one of tne 

men who had had advance knowledge of the 
kidnaping tipped off the police detective as to 

the identity of the kidnapers after the abduc- 
tion had occurred. 

Another factor which helped to trip up 
Walter McGee and Click was the age-old 
failure of criminals possessing some easy money 
to keep under cover with it. 

TO begin with, Judge McElroy and his son, 
after agreeing to pay the ransom in bills oi 

$5, $10, $20 and $1,000 demominations, bad 
the serial numbers of the bills recorded by the 

police before they made the payment. That 

clue alone would probably have been enough, 
in the long run, to enable the police to catch 
the fugitives. 

But it wasn't really needed. The kidnapers 
had done too much talking, before and after 
the crime. They were not many minutes out 
of the city with their loot before the police 
knew their names and their descriptions. 
When too many gangsters know something, the 
Information is bound to leak. 

On the" day after Miss McElroy had been 
released, the police knew that Waller McGee 
had bought a 193-2 Oldsmobile car from a 

second-hand dealer at Leavenworth, Kans. 

R. E. Vetterli, United States Department of 

Justice agent, and William Simpson, Kansas 

City detective, hastened to the dealer's office. 
While examining some papers on his desk they 
saw a telegram from a motor car agency at 

Amarillo, Tex., which dropped the net right 
over McGee's head. 

This telegram stated that Walter McGee, 
with several companions, was in Amarillo ne- 

gotiating to trade in a 1932 Oldsmobile on a 
new car. 

Instantly the Kansas City police got In 
touch with the Amarillo authorities, and 
when McGee and his companions went to the 

auto agency to get the new car they were v 

arrested. The companions were found to be 

distant relatives of McGee who had joined him 
in his flight across Oklahoma. They had 
nothing to do with the case and In a short 
time they were released. 

w/HEN hejwas brought back to Kansas City 
McGee confessed. The police recovered 

more than $9,000 of the ransom money. He 

said he had given some of the money to his 

..aged mother to pay off a mortgage on her 

Kansas home. This statement, however, was 

found upon investigation to be untrue. 
Meanwhile, the detectives got onto Clicks' 

trail also. The same Leavenworth agency 
that had sold McKee his Oldsmobile had sold 
Click a new Chevrolet, for which he had paid 
with new $5 and $10 Wlls. 
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W hen two of the kidnapers of Mary McElroy were arraigned after their arrest. 

Standing with bowed head, in the center, is Clarence Click, at his left is Walter 

McGee, said to have been ringUmder in the plot. A jury brought in a verdict oj 
death in McGee's case; 

The numbers on these bills were found to 

correspond with numbers on the ransom 

note*, previously recorded; so when Click 
drove up to the home of a relative in Kansa* 

City. Kans., the police were waiting for him 
and arrested him. 

He also confessed after being confronted 
with McGee's confession. A little later his 
former wife, Lucille Catee, who was engaged 
to marry McGee, was taken into custody as a 

material witness. 
She kept house for Click, where Miss Mc- 

Elroy bad been held captive, and she had 
$1,000 of the ransom money, which she said 
McGee had given her for cooking for the girl. 
Click, by the way, was forced to go to bis 
mother's farm and dig up $2,000 of the mi- 
aom money he had buried there. 

IN addition, the various underworld members 
who had forced the gang to pay them for 

their silence were compelled to return the 

moaey to the police. 
Detective Chief Higgins, summing up tt*e 

Ten-year-old Peggy McMath just after 
the had beetiretttrnedby her kidnapers. 

case, reviews the dawgsw of th« kidnaper1* 
career as follows: 

"A mob of criminals may form Into a kid- 
naping gang. They select a victim and suc- 

cessfully abduct him. Then the hazardous part 
of the crime—from the kidnapers' viewpoint— 
begins. 

"Contact must be made with the relatives 
of the abducted person so that arrangements 
for ransom may be made. 

"Thi6 necessitates telephone calls, which may 
be overheard; the writing of letters, which may 
be Intercepted by the police, or personal con- 
tact between one of the mob and the victim's 
relatives. 

"Any of these tkree may result In the im- 
mediate arrest of the criminal making ttoe 
contact." 

BUT, aa Chief Hlggins points out, when con- 

tact is made and the ransom is paid, an- 
other hazardous element for the criminals 
instantly arises. Their very success in getting 
the money frequently leads to their arrest. 

"Such was the case in the McElroy kidnap- 
ing," he says. "The kidnaper, like mo6t other 
criminals, does not know how to keep under 
cover with his money. His first thought la to 
spend it. 

"He buys a car. He buys liquor to celebrate 
his success. He associates with women. He 
gets drunk and brags to the women about 
what he has done. And that, of course, is 

full of danger for him. 
"In the McElroy case the desires of two of 

the criminals to get new automobiles aa soon 
as possible led directly to their arrest. 

"Again, the very number of persons in- 
volved in a kidnaping works against success. 
Some one in the gang has enemies. A mem- 
ber of the gang tells one of his trusted friends 
of the gang's success. This man passes the 
information on to another trusted friend. 
Eventually the information reaches the ears 
of an enemy of the kidnapers, who tell the 
poHce." 

Ant Foe of Apkids 
APHID6, one of the really Irritating pests 

which harass the flower lover, have two 
natural enemies which aid in keeping them 
under control, although where they are present 
in any quantity artificial means, such as spray- 
ing with nicotine solutions, are necessary. 

The aphids are particularly fancied by the 
larvae of the ladybirds, or as they are com- 
monly called "laity bugs." Ants, too, find 
aphids of value as the insects exude a sweet 
liquid which the ants seek. In fact, ants are 
known to corral aphids in herds and keep them 
in captivity, protecting them against other 
enemies. The aphids form a "dairy herd" for 
the ant6 which collect the sweet liquid for 
food purposes* 

A-pricot Front China 
"THE apricot, now one of California's moet 
I important fruit products, is believed to be & 

native of China. It was first introduced to 
the Pacific State back in the early mission 
days and has flourished there ever since. 

Its life habit is much like that of the peach, 
and some effort has been made to establish it 
in the East. However, in the East it faces one 
plant enemy so well known to peach growers, 
the curculio. 

There are three known species of apricot, the ' 
American type growing in a beautifully foliaged 
tree of spreading nature with a round top. The 
leaves are a bright green and the flowers ptok- 
i>-- 


