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Arms Traffic at Geneva. 
To the Disarmament Conference 

at Geneva the United States yester- 
day submitted a proposal designed to 

halt the secret arming of nations 
and check International terrorism. 
The draft treaty submitted by Hugh 
R. Wilson, American Minister to 

Switzerland and our representative 
at the conference, provides for gov- 
ernmental license of arms manufac- 
ture m each country and. afhid the 

fullest possible publicity, for interna- 

tional control of every phase of arms 

production and traffic, including both 

exports and imports. 
The American thesis is that if 

complete and unceasing light is 
thrown, under the auspices of a recog- 
nized world commission, on the opera- 
tions of the arms industry, there will 

be progressively less inclination on the 

part of trouble-seeking countries and 
belligerent elements within them to 

Invest in the implements of war. The 
pact which America proposes would 
afford rigid control of all arms, from 

pistols to battleships. Mr. Wilson 
agreed that it might also provide for 
publicity for armament budgets. 

The United States recommends the 
establishment of an arms traffic com- 

mission at the earliest possible mo- 

ment, independent of the tedious effort 

to bring about general disarmament. 
In that field the nations have been 
floundering hopelessly at Geneva for 
more than two years. The American 

draft treaty is now to be sent to all 
governments for study, with a view to 

action by appropriate conference com- 

mittees in January. The nations, 
therefore, have before them a concrete 

opportunity to go on record in a di- 
rection which suggests the possibility 
of practical progress in the field of 
disarmament. The American Minis- 
ter pleaded for approval of the United 
States' proposal on the ground that 

there Is "an ever-growing demand 
that something be done, and done 
without delay, to regulate the manu- 

facture of and trade in arms." 
Strict international control of that 

traffic will not of Itself abolish the 

peril of w ar or usher in the millennia] 
era of peace, but it will be an effective 
step in those directions and manifest 
anew the world's purpose to reduce tc 

a minimum its reliance upon scientific 
man-killing equipment as an instru- 

ment of international policy. The 
American project at least gives the 

hitherto ineffectual Geneva Confer- 
ence a chance to accomplish some- 

thing constructive that will preserve 
it from the ignominy of utter failure 
and futility and, in Minister Wilson's 

words, "shed light in murky corners 

lessen the increasing fear of the un- 

known and possibly be the turninj 
point in a deplorable situation." 

Byrd has made important discov- 
eries in Antarctica lands, but none 

that will create any demand for rea 

estate development. It will be a long 
time before congestions of popula- 
tion call home seekers to that region 
and then only with assurances o: 

improvement in facilities for trans- 
portation and air-conditioning. The 

practical usefulness of the Byrd dis- 

coveries, extraordinary as they are 

looks far into the future. 

Will Hays Is said to contemplate ι 

relinquishment of the title "C»r ο 

the Movies." Possibly the realms ο 

pictures have experienced economic 

complications that suggest the neee 

of a dictator. 

There Should Be a Test. 
It would be gratifying If the appea 

to the courts taken by one of the A1 
cohol Tax Unit employes now threat 
ened with loss of his Job should re 

suit in a test of this case. For such 
test would doubtless determin 
whether the civil service system hang 
by so slender a thread as legis 
lative caprice. If, by rider on appro 
priation bills, employes possessin 
classified civil service status may b 

deprived of such status by bein 
forced to undergo a new examinatior 
then the tradition of civil service pro 
tection Is made of weak stuff, indset 
and this protection needs statutor 

strengthening. 
It is not certain the courts will pas 

on the merits of this case, wherein th 

loss of jobs to more than 90 

civil service employes is threatened. ] 
must be determined whether the plain 
tiff employe's proprietary interest in h 

job is such as to warrant interventlo: 

by the courts. There 1^ also involve 
the unquestioned right of Congress t 

restrict appropriations. Regardless < 

the outcome of the case in the court 
however, there is little doubt that th 
McKellar rider was passed by Congres 
under · misapprehension as to It 

full Import. It Is doubtful if Con 

gress, realizing that import, woul 
have passed it. There is no questio: 
about the Injustice done to efficien 

qualified employes whose services hav 

been sought and are needed by th 

S 

Government in law enforcement work. 
For these reasons Intervention by the 

President, 11 poesible, to correct an obvi- 

ous wrong would be appropriate. There 
have been lew, if any, defenders of 

the so-called "patronage rider." Sec- 

retary Morgenthau, now called upon 

to defend that rider in court, is placed 
In the position of defending some- 

thing that he has vigorously resisted. 

Mr. Allen's Housing Plan. 
Aside from Controller General 

McCarl's ruling, which has brought 
to a halt, temporary, perhaps, 
Commissioner Allen's proposed low- 

coet housing venture, there are other 

interesting elements involved. In the 
first place, the housing plan is pro- 

posed to strike at two evils. The first 
of these is the unemployment of 

employable artisans now on the relief 
rolls. The second is the lack of ade- 

quate housing, at low rentals, for the 
recipients ol relief. 

Mr. Allen's plan, it has been esti- 

mated, would have provided work for 

2,662 relief clients over a period of 
five months. Considered only as a 

method of giving employment, the 

provision of this work would have re- 

! quired an investment of approximately 
$393,000—to be repaid with interest in 

half a century—for only 12 per cent 

of those now on the relief rolls. At the 
end of five months, what then? There 

; would have been provided approxi- 
j mately 146 dwelling units, of three 

rooms (including kitchen), bath and 

porch, for 146 out of some 22,000 
"cases"—most of the cases being 
families—now on the relie! rolls. 

The cost of building the houses 
might not be so inexpensive, as cost 

of labor would probably be computed 
at the prevailing union rates. But the 

rentals to be charged, about $17 a 

month per unit, would be cheap. The 

reason the rental would be cheap is 

the low rate of interest—four per cent 

—and the amortization period of fifty 
years. These terms may be compared 

j with those under the housing act, 
wherein the rate of interest is five 

per cent and the amortization period 
is twenty years. The private builder 

could not undertake to compete with 

the terms provided in Mr. Allen's plan. 
While it is understood that due al- 

lowance has been made for deprecia- 
tion and obsolescence, would houses 

constructed under Mr. Allen's pro- 
posal be rented or rentable at the end 
of fifty years? It is understood that 

high-class, fire-proofed apartment 
building construction is supposed to 

pay out the investment in forty years. 

Mr. Allen has labored tirelessly in 

pursuit of a practical solution of some 

of the problems of unemployment, and 

had convinced Federal authorities— 

! to the extent of an outright grant— 
of the inherent soundness of his ex- 

periment. Even to those who may 

doubt the practicability of his plan, 
the fact that its trial has been pre- 

vented on technical grounds, which 
have nothing to do with the plan 

j itself, is disappointing. Mr. Allen may 

j yet find some way to get around this 

j latest obstacle. 

Dr. Wilmer Betums. 

Dr. William Holland Wilmer, emi- 

nent physician, devoted churchman 
and patriotic American citizen, is retir- 

ing from his ophthalmological labora- 

tory at Johns Hopkins University and 

returning to Washington. It goes 

without saying that the people of the 

Capital welcome him home. But the 

occasion is one which also lends itsell 
for a brief citation of the far-reaching 
Influence which his labors have had 

He never has been a "one-town" per- 

sonality. On the contrary, he haï 

given himself, his time, his strength 
and his material means to the whole 
wide world. Hence it is that his name 

is synonymous with progress and 

achievement in the branch of science 

with which for half a century it haï 
been associated. 

Born in Virginia, the son of ε 

bishop of Alabama, Dr. Wilmer waj 

educated In the Old Dominion, New 
York and abroad. He practiced ir 

Washington from 1889 until 1925 

when he went to Baltimore to estab· 
lish the institute whose fame brough 
the King of Siam from Bangkok foi 

treatment and which has been of lesi 

colorful though equally valuable serv 

ice to thousands of other patients. 
But Dr. Wilmer's efforts at no perio< 

have been limited to his ewn offlci 

and operating room. The list of or 

ganizations with which he has beei 
connected includes the National Com 

ί mittee for the Prevention of Blindness 
the American College of Surgeons, thi 

National Institute of Social Science 
the Committee on Mental Hygiene, thi 

[ American Association for the Advance 
ment of Science, the American Medica 
Association, the Association of Mill 
tary Surgeons, the Society of the Cin 

I cinnati, the Society of American Wars 

the National Cathedral Associatioi 
and various other sceintific, patrioti 
and church bodies. He has been hon 

ored by the French and the Hungariai 
governments and several universities 

Such a spirit, of course, never resti 
1 

Enterprise is as natural as breathln 
to a character of such energy and gift: 
Dr. Wilmer may desire more leisur 

5 than he hitherto has had, but Wash 

ington knows him well enough to b 
5 assured that in his retirement he sti 

will be an active figure in the city's lift 

The Turning Point? 
Maybe there is evidence in the boo 

stores that the turning point of th 

depression has been reached. Sure! 

never within memory of the most avi 

booklover have the shops been so fille 

with volumes, old and new. Eve 

sets of single authors, long in the dis 

card, are coming into their own. 

This Is a hopeful sign. The depres 
sion led many persons to take up th 

pen, and all their productions are 1 

be found on the display tables. The 
pointed, of course, toward recovery. 

There is something aoble in th 

dependence of the American min 

upon the printed word. It Is hopefi 
that nothing is really real to many c 

us unless it is down in print. Th: 

points to the spirit of fair play, hone: 

consideration, compromise. It de 

mands that nothing be done In he 

haste until all the returns are In, un- 

til the meeting of the minds shall 

have taken place. This Is no overly 
civilized consideration, leading to lack 
of action, but rather the outcropping 
at last of the universal education for 
which America has stood since its be- 
ginning. 

The President has led the way. and 

his many lieutenants have not been 

slow to avail themselves of the print- 
ing presses these days. As interest- 
ing as these economic and govern- 
mental productions are to many per- 
sons, they are but a tithe of the new 

books, books about every conceivable 
subject under the sun. If the ap- 
pearance of the bookstores means any- 
thing, this is going to be a "book 
Christmas," and that, of course, means 

that it 1s going to be a big Christmas 

in every way, because writing and 

reading mean interest and interests. 

Josephine Roche of Colorado found | 
a way to make coal mining a means 

of philanthropy as well as reasonable 

profit. As an Assistant Secretary of 

the Treasury, with the backing of 

high authority for her ideas, every 
worker will give her cordial greeting 
In thought if not in words. 

Government ownership is the nat- 

ural sequence of a system of private 
ownership which calls for perpetual 
investigation and supervision. In 

theory the taxing function puts the 
Government in an authority which 
in fact amounts to ownership. 

In looking over the list of possible 
standard bearers Republican scouts 

j pass over the name of Charles Evans 

I Hughes with regret that the dignity 
I of the Supreme Court retires so ex- ι 

! cellent a fighter. 

A few words dropped into a letter 
box are sure to reach their destination, 

and Mr. Farley may feel proud of the 

fact that most of the communica- 
tions he has slipped into the micro- 
phone have done the same. 

Hauptmann, though leaving neither 

thumbprints nor footprints to work 

on, has at least provided a cipher 
that may lead to gang discoveries. 
A cipher is of no use to a lone In- 

dividual. 

Babe Ruth is a hero in Japan. Base 
ball training may help to qualify a 

man, not only as an entertainer at 

home, but as an ambassador of good 
will. 

Criminals have become so numerous 

that the parole system may have 
been somewhat influenced by an ef- 

fort to solve the housing problem. 

Demands for relief cannot be ex- 

pected to grow less until contented 
men and women become more nu- 

merous than ever before. 

The millions inherited by Gloria 
Vanderbilt could not insure to her 

the simple natural right of a happy 
childhood. 

Gamblers are objectionable chiefly 
for the gangsters with whom they in- 

evitably associate. 

Hitler persists with κ program 
which appears to consist of all prob- 
lems and no solutions. 

SHOOTING STARS. 

BY PHILANDER JOHNSON. 

Self-Sentenced. 
There's danger great 

In dull pretense 
Which tries to state, 

With zeal intense, 
Ideas strong 

And precepts grand 
In words too long 

To understand. 

The public mind 
That says hooray! 

Is next inclined 

To shout "Nay, nay!" 
Who claims to know 

What he does not 
Will surely go 

"Upon the spot." 

Animal Superstition. 
"Do your farm constituents object 

to killing their hogs?" 
[ "Very much," answered Senator 

Sorghum. "There is apparently a 

sort of animal superstition among 

! them. They seem to regard the hog 
as the sacred symbol of the political 
pork barrel." 

1 Jud Tunkins says he admires finance 

except when it begins to look like a 
! highly magnified shell game. 

1 Gentle Toleration. 
We're advocating pensions. 

Antiquity we pet. 
Whatever our discussions, 

ι Old times we can't forget. 
! This motto ne'er forsakes them, 

"Be kind to human folks 
When old age overtakes them, 

The same as radio jokes." 

Temperance Influence. 

"I understand that the dispensai 
is losing popularity," said the travelinj 
salesman. 

e "Yes," answered Cactus Joe. "It'i 

j mostly due to our poker game. Thi 

.. boys discovered that the man who cai 

stay sober till 2 o'clock in the mornini 
is the one most likely to gather in th 
chips." 

s 

e "Those who profit by the mistake 
y of others," said Hi Ho, the sage ο 

1 Chinatown, "must not be surprise» 
i when their own mistakes leave then 
! at a disadvantage." 

The Pay-Off. 
The underworld is busy 

With an insidious pow'r. 
e 

Its methods leave us dizzy 
And makes our tempers sour. 

y The tension ne'er relaxes. 
It's hard to keep our books 

B When, added to our taxes, 
Are the deihands of crooks. 

il 
f "De only disarmament I has hear 
s of dat amounts to much," said Unci 
t Eben, "is de substitution of de safet 

razor dat could do real damage at ι 

t parlor social." 

Κ 

THIS AND THAT 
BY CHARLES E. TRACEWELL. 

Templeton Jones Is one who believes 
in the power and might of books. 

Everything for him is made better 
by hie being able to read about it. 

He is Interested In dogs, so he buys 
books on dogs. 

He likes cats, so he purchases cat 
books. 

He is fond of the game of chess, so 
has perhaps the best collection of 
volumes devoted to the ancient game 
to be found in Washington. 

He is an enthusiast about the ro- 
mances of Alexandre Dumas, the 
elder, so his cases hold the most ex- 
tensive list of translations of the 
master to be found in the city. 

* * * * 

Jones likes gardening, hence has a 
shelf devoted to books dealing with 
plants of all kinds, and related sub- 
jects. 

He Is Interested in diet, adding new 
works to his list from time to time, 
so that any one Interested in the 
subject could trace the modern 
growth of the dietary arts. 

Music is not forgotten, nor tropical 
fishes. Popular literature on the last 
subject Is mostly the work of .the past 
five years, and Jones has 'em all. 

If you want to know anything 
about exotic fishes, just call on Tem- 
pleton Jones. 

As for sea stories, Jones long has 
been an addict. He began his col- 
lection of these with "The Swiss Fam- 
ily Robinson," as a child, and has 
added to the shelves for many years. 

^ 
* * * * 

These are but a few of the enthu- 
siasms of this enthusiastic gentleman, 
who has learned how to make every 
interesting thing more Interesting. 

Often he wonders at the failure of 
so many other persons to add to their 
own enjoyment of life by so simple a 

method. 
Not that they may not buy a book, 

now and then, on some pursuit, but 
there they stop. The idea of reading 
all that can be read in the subject is 
not for them. 

The idea of owning and keeping 
such works is as far from them as 

the sun from the earth. They even 

might go to the extent of calling the 
book-minded person extravagant, while 
at the same time they would have in 
their mouth an expensive cigar rep- 
resentative of a habit far more costly 
in a year's time. 

* * ♦ * 

It is not necessary, of course, to 
read books on any given subject In 
order to utilize the subject, whether 
it be in grim earnest or otherwise. 

Still, the ideas of other men In- 
terested in the same thing are well 
worth knowing. One may not find 
very much new. after all, but the tell- 

ing is something. 
There is no occupation, no recre- 

ation, that some one has not written 
well upon. 

Every human being will have a dif- 
ferent list of interests, but whatever 
his own list may comprise he will find 
that other human beings have been 
Interested, too. 

The gas station man who keeps a 

pet bear may be able to keep his bear 
without buying a book about It, but 
he might be vastly surprised and 
pleased to know that many other men 

have known bears, and some of them 
written charmingly about them. Theo- 
dore Roosevelt, for one. 

* * * * 

He who wants to read what other 
men have written upon any subject 

» 

r 

le paying universal mankind, and so 
himself, a genuine tribute. 

He who refuses to read likewise re- 

fuses to pay this tribute where de- 
served. 

Hence he is the loser, because he 
falls to give credit where credit is due. 

One may think that one of the most 
severe losses is not so much the vast 
amount of money through unneces- 
sary Illness, as through the failure 
to give credit where really due. 

Mankind Is tied up with tradition·, 
large and small, which have hardened 
into institutions. In which the pioneer 
has no place, and receives no credit 
until long after he Is gone. 

This failure to give credit where 
due is a spiritual loss, because It pre- 
vents many from trying anything 
new, hence throttles aspiration among 
many millions who do not have the 
precise combination of qualities to tri- 
umph over obstacles. 

* * * * 

This is theory, no doubt. The fail- 
ure to read something about what one 

is interested in, whether politics or 

bears, statescraft or postage stamps, Is 
not theory at all, but actuality. 

It is a mildly amazing fact that 
many otherwise sensible persons never 

seem to think that It is possible to 

look into a book for information. 
Not only is this true, but it is even 

more amazing that in order to prevent 
themselves from doing it they have in- 

vented a pretended sneer at looking 
into books. 

He who dares to run to some book 
or other is called "a walking encyclo- 
pedia," or some other mild epithet, 
as if there were something entirely 
wrong In putting credence in the pow- 
er of the human mind to set down 
its findings on all subjects. 

There is a large part of the populace 
which is willing to ask other human 
beings for advice, but not at all will- 
ing. it seems, to ask a man in a book. 
Now this man in a book Ls alive, too. 

Many an author is more alive 1m his 
writings than elsewhere, If the truth 
were known. Writing often is a re- 

flection of the best part of a human 

being. The real Charles Dickens, for 
instance, may have been a choleric 
fellow, especially in his later years, 
but the man in the books lives forever 
a jolly, sympathetic observer of ordi- 

nary human beings. He never drew 
the portrait of a gentleman, it is 

said, largely because he was too pre- 
occupied with observing men who 
would have looked out of place in a 

! drawing room. 
* * * * 

What is it, who is it we consult in 
a book? 

A book is not something inert, just 
1 so much paper and type in a binding. 
If any one thinks so. let him look up 
Gertrude Stein's latest production. 
No. that is Miss Stein, all right, no 

doubt about it, and the reader must 
take her or leave her "as is." And, 
on the same shelf, is old Dan Chaucer 
himself, put in entirely modern dress 
(translation), in the sort of English 

I we know nowadays. And somebody 
I ought to do the same thlr.g for Miss 

\ Stein, only the result wouldn't be 
Gertrude at all any more than this new 

"translation" of Chaucer is really he. 
A book is a human being, first and 

foremost ; therefore when a sensible 
man wants to know something about 
dogs, or fishes, or Insects, or golf, or 

tennis, or music, or sails on old-time 
clipper ships, or how to plant Lobelia 
cardinalis, he turns to a book Just as 

naturally as a sunflower to the sun. 

WASHIJNGTKW UBSUKVATIUNS 

PY FREDERIC WILLIAM WILE. 

Government ownership of publie ! 
utilities looms as the livllest kind of | 
a political issue, in consequence of ! 

President Roosevelt's speeches in the 
Tennessee Valley. His declaration that 
the T. V. A. plan will extend to "every 
State in the Union before we get 
through" is plain notice of what the 
New Deal has up its sleeve. It is the 
hour of glory for Senator George W. 
Norris. Just a little more than three 

years ago the veteran Progressive stood 
up in a public meeting at Washington 
and made his prophetic declaration 
that "what we need is another Roose- 
velt in the White House." The occasion 
was a rally of Progressive leaders in 
favor of pending legislation for Gov- 
ernment ownership and operation of 
Muscle Shoals. Mr. Roosevelt's Nation- 
wide power plans are in line with 
Senator Norris" ancient ideal of low- 
cost electrical current for all the 
people. The Nebraskan has preached 
that gospel day in and day out, and 

T. v. a. and what Is to follow repre- 
sent victory for his long crusade. Mr. 
Roosevelt's power program while Gov- 
ernor of New York convinced Norris 
that F. D. R, was the man to carry 
the national kilowatt campaign to 
triumph. Hence the Senator's espousal 
of the Roosevelt presidential cause 
even before Jim Farley launched his 
drive for delegates. 

* * * * 

Facts brought to light by the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission's exhaustive 
investigation of public utilities will 
serve the administration in good stead 
when it takes up the cudgels for far- 
flung T. V. A. legislation. Govern- 
ment power projects would ordinarily 
find party lines pretty well obliter- 
ated and Congress widely divided in 
its attitude toward utilities. With the I 
majorities the New Deal now com- 

mands on Capitol Hill, President 
Roosevelt can get about any sort of 
power action he desires, but the T. V. 
A. cult has strong foes in the utility 
and coal industries, and these "ob- 
structionists," as the President dube 
them, can be relied upon to offer 
plenty of what he calk "rugged op- 
position." As the New Deal's most 
stupendous "Government in business" 
venture, some politicians think the 
Roosevelt power program might be- 
come the paramount issue of the 1936 
presidential campaign. 

♦ * * * 

Forgotten man of the New Deal is 
young President Robert H. Hutching 
of the University of Chicago, slated 

ι a month ago to become chairman of 
the National Labor Relations Board. 
Now that a Philadelphia lawyer, Francis 

1 Biddle, has lnnerited the job, Dr. 
! Hutchins seems to be lost In the shuf- 
> fle. Efforts to find out whether other 

fields of usefulness await him shed 
no light on the Hutchins mystery. It 
looks as if the youthful scholar will 
continue to run the big school on Chi- 
cago's midway. 

1 * * * * 

ι If war on utilities becomes the 
order of the day young Senator-elect 
Rush D. Holt, Democrat, of West. Vir- 

ginia, is sure to be in the congres- 
sional limelight from the outset. 
From the time he entered politics 
as a cub member of the State Legis- 
lature at Charleston the boy states- 
man has specialized In hammering 
the power barons for charging high 
rates and dodging taxes. Having 
conducted various Investigations of 

I big utility corporations, Holt's head 
is crammed with facts and fignres 
about their operations, and he uses 

j 
them with sledge-hammer force. 

* ♦ * * 

California contributes its poet 
laureate, so crowned by the State 

lj Legislature in 1933, to the Seventy- 
fourth Congress in the person of pic- 

A 

turesque John Steven McGroarty, 
first Democrat elected to the House 
from the swagger Pasadena district 
In many a moon. One of Mr. Mc- 
Groarty's most popular ballads. "Just 
California," winds up with this cli- 
matic rhapsody: 

"Sun and dews that kiss it. 
Balmy winds that blow. 

The stars in clustered diadems 
Upon its peaks of snow. 

The mighty mountains o'er it. 
Below, the white seas swirled— 

Just California, stretching down 
The middle of the world." 

Chapin Hall, a Loe Angeles col- 
league. writing in the New York 
Times, predicts that Poet McGroerty 
will be heard from "as soon as the 
House comes to appreciate his soft, 
compelling oratory and lilting muse." 

* * * * 
If anybody thinks George Wash- 

ington's 200th birthday anniversary in 

1932 escaped attention because of the 
Republic's preoccupation with a pres- 
idential campaign, a 680-paged tome, 
Just off the press, is voluminous de- 
nial of such a theory. It is the "com- 

plete final report of the United States 
George Washington Bi-Centennial 
Commission"—a monumental tribute 
to the organizing genius of Represent- 
ative Sol Bloom, director of the com- 
mission. The hefty volume discloses 
that 16.000 individual programs were 

gi\en each day of the nine months' 
celebration, or a total of 4.760.345 
separate and distinct sets of exercises. 
A letter from President Roosevelt 
congratulates Mr. Bloom upon "an 

activity unique in history and, in my 
opinion, of incalculable value to the 
American people." 

♦ * * * 
E. Roland Harriman, chairman of 

the managing committee of the Na- 
tional Economy League, which pro- 
poses a model Federal budget of 
roundly $5,500,000,000, is a brother 
of W. Averell Harriman, an N. R. A. 
administrative representative of in- 

dustry, and of Mrs. Mary Harriman 
Rumsey, chairman of the N. R. A. 
Consumers' Advisory Council. The 
National Economy League budget plan 
proposes roundly $1,000,000,000 in 
new taxes on the theory that if tax- 
payers knew they were contributing 
to a balanced budget they wouldn't 
mind being "soaked." 

* * * * 

Senator Gerald P. Nye, chairman ol 
the Senate Munitions Committe, re- 

cently previewed in New York "Dealen 
in Death," a new movie, termed by its 
author, Burnet Hershey, seasoned wai 

correspondent, "an expose of the wai 

munitions racket." The first public 
exhibition will take place in New Yorli 
next month about the time the sen- 
atorial investigators resume their in- 

quiry at Washington. Prof. Waltei 
B. Pitkin of Columbia University as- 

sisted in the production as editorial 
adviser. Senator Nye is quoted as at- 

testing its "authenticity and candor.' 
There are no actors In the picture ex- 

cept an off-stage "voice" who describe! 
scenes and episodes taken from bott 
peace and war. 

(Copyright. 1834.) 

Weather Guessing. 
From the Lowell Evening Leader. 

Somebody has published a foMta 
listing 100 ways of predicting rain 
But when it comes to accuracy then 
is the suspicion that one guess ma: 
be as good as another. 

Polite to the End. 
Prom the Charlotte He»». 

For real gentility in suiciding com· 

mend us to the New York man wh( 

for 10 minutes held onto a tenth-flooi 
cornice to give the pedestrian» tim< 
to stand from under. 

Λ 

NEW BOOKS 
AT RANDOM 

Margaret Germond. 

SONS RUSTIC. Br Cecil Robert!. 
New York: D. Appleion * Co. 

A cup of tea, an old-fashioned gar- 
den and a punctured tire vert the 
original factor· leading to the event· 
recorded by Cecil Roberta in thU en- 
chanting story of adventure In queat 
of an Ideal home in hi* native land. 

Many of the extraordinary achieve- 
ment· of mankind have owed their 
fulfillment to the lnaplratlonal Influ- 
ence of a well-brewed cup of tea, and, 
according to the poet· and the hla- 
torlans, old-fashioned garden· have 
produced almost a· many varieties of 
romance as of flowers. A punctured 
tire, however, Is not conducive to the 
contemplation of matters associated 
with the higher spiritual realm, but It 
frequently leads to adventure, and In 
this particular Instance It resulted In 
the realization of a suddenly conceived 
ambition to "go native." 1 

Florida in December Is an unusual 
place and time to be flred with the 
desire to poaeeu an Elizabethan cot- 
tage in England. But, then, It doe· not 
often fall to the lot of the Individual· 
who make up that vast army of «un- 
shine seekers which moves southward 
In Winter to be introduced to a bit of 
old England amid the orange grovea, 
the flame vine and the Spanish moss 

of Florida. Mr. Roberts had for a 

week been enjoying to the utmoct of 
pleasure and contentment all of the 
exotic beauty that semi-tropical Amer- 

ica has to offer, when hi· host sug- 
gested that they drive to the home of 

an English family some thirty miles 

distant for tea. 
Meeting one's fellow countrymen 

In the odd corners of the world is 

not an unusual experience, though 
it is nearly alway· a delightful one. 

But Mr. Roberts was not prepared 
to flnd so large a slice of his native 

country as well as a family of his na- 

tive people transplanted and un- 

changed in the lake region of Florida. 
The house and its furnishings were 

of a bygone age, and Its occupants 
had for forty years been proudly ab- 
staining from participation In the 

march of American customs and prog- 
ress and persistently maintaining 
the life and the atmosphere of 

English provincialism. The «uperb 
old lady who served them tea in- 

vited Mr. Roberts to see her gar- 
den. Delighted to meet a man from 

her own country, she talked of Eng- 
land and of the gardens she had loved 
in her youth. She did not know 
that Mr. Roberts was a wanderer over 

the fare of the globe, and that it 
had been his ambition to live in 

most of the large cities of the world 
rather than in rural England. She 
asked him about his garden. He had 
no garden, nor had he an adequate 
explanation for this elegant and elder- 

ly lady as to why he had not. It 
was at that moment that the ambi- 
tion to own an Elizabethan cottage 
in England was born. 

It became the fashion in this country 
a few years ago to "go colonial." In all 
of the original thirteen State· there 
has been feverish activity In the real 
estate business to meet the demand 
for old houses. Old romances have 

been revived with the restoration and 
reconditioning of home· that once 

were famous—though many of them 
have had nothing but their age to 

recommend them. Citlea, village·, 
rural districts and deep country have 
been scoured by agent· seeking 
abandoned and sometime· merely the 
ruins of houses of colonial age. Mr. 
Roberts' quest was of a similar nature, 
climaxing with speedy satisfaction 
in the triumphant victory of a 

punctured tire over a horde of 
real estate agents. The former led 
to the discovery in less than an hour 
of the ideal for which the latter bad 
been searching for months. 

Pilgrim Cottage wa· In a sorry state 
of disintegration when the author 
found It, but it possessed all of the 

possibilities for perfection which his 
imagination and his ambition had pic- 
tured. With the purchase of the 
house a new world of romance, mys- 
tery and adventure presented Itself 
for exploration and conquest. Even 
those who have never crossed the 
threshold of an ancient homestead 
will respond to the exciting thrill of 
solving the intricacies of restoring 
fallen and sagging beams to their 
proper anchorage, to the search for 
Information about the holes and cup- 
boards and recesses that were de- 
signed for specific use· when the house 
was built, and to the excursions into 
history and folklore to uncover secrets 
long ago burled under time and 
neglect. 

Remembering the sheer poetic 
beauty of such familiar volumes ai 
Spears Against Us." "Scissors." "Pa- 

mela's spring Song," "Sails of Sunset' 
and other equally compelling storlea 
by Cecil Robert·, a new pleasure awaiti 
the followers of his literary produc- 
tions In this narrative of hi· experi- 
ences in a wave of emotional enthusi- 
asm that induced him to turn hb 
back upon globe-trotting and lecturc 
platforms and become a rustic in the 
land of his birth. 

It brings to mind the experience ol 
the seeker after truth as related bj 
H. P. Stoddard In the following lines: 

"He searched for Truth in gilded hall, 
But sham re-echoed wall on wall: 
A hollow mockery. 
He searched for Truth In wintry cave· 

And stumbled o'er the moulderlni 
grave· 

Of martyrs, gone before. 

He searched for Truth In city street. 
But there the deathless, rhythmic beat 
Of progress stayed his step. 
Returning from a distant shore, 
He sat within his humble door; 
Truth nestled at his feet." 

Hae Sail Passed Forever? 
From the Philadelphia Inquirer. 

Are there to be no more sailing ves- 

sels save yachts? The full-riggei 
ship, the barque and the brig havi 
all but disappeared from the ocean 
and even the schooner, once familial 
along all our shores, survives but oc- 

casionally. Perhaps It Is Inevitable 
that steam or motor should supplant 
sail, if only for commercial reasons 
The steamship has Its own type Ο 

beauty, but "the magic and mysten 
of the sea" belong to the older days 
The question remains whether rea 
seamanship can be taught in any shi] 
mechanically propelled. 

For a long tliue the officers of th< 
merchant marine have had their earl; 
training In windjammers. Now thi 
British Shipping Federation argue 
that they can no longer be so instruct' 
ed because the number of sailing shlpi 
has become almost negligible. 11» 
proposal to reintroduce sail to thi 
British Navy has been abandoned; thi 
senior officers, we are told, do not b» 
ileve in It. The American Navy «til 
has a few antiquated training shîpc o 
the sort, but they, too, are apparentl; 
bound to disappear. Perhaps in tlmi 
the only real sailors left will b. 

yachtsmen. 
Yet nil still has an appeal tha 

steam cannot have. May not thii 
encourage the hope that it canno 
vanish from the horizon? 

Picturesque Politic·. 
From the Lowell Evening Leader. 

A news camera man has «nappe 
Premier Mussolini of Italy In the ac 
of swinging a pick. But that, on 

suspects, was merely one of those well 
known p££lcal gestures. 

» 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 
BY FREDERIC J. HASKIN. 

Λ reader can get in* anrwer to 
any question of fact by writing The 
Waehtngta* Evening Star Information 
Bureau. Frederic J. Haekin, Director, 
Wcuhtngton, D. C. Pltatt inclose 
rtamp /or reply. 

Q. What vu Eddie Rlckenbacker's 
record from coast to coMt?—R. S. B. 

A. Eddie Rlckenbacker aet » new 
transcontinental record for transport 
plane· by making the trip from Los 
Angeles to New York In 13 hour· 3 
minutes and BO seconds. His Douglas 
airliner averaged 231 miles per hour 
and maintained an average altitude of 
14,000 feet. 

Q. When and where were Abraham 
Lincoln'· parent· married?—F. J. 

A. Lincoln's parents were married 
June 13, 1β06, by Jesse Head In the 
cabin of Richard Berry, close to Beach- 
land, Washington County, Va. 

Q. Are jail sentences lmpoeed for 
violating code provision· of the N. R. 
A.?—J. J. 

A. Court· htvt imposed a number 
of such sentences as well as heavy 
fines. 

Q. Is suicide condoned in Japan?— 
L. R. M. 

A. If committed for patriotic mo- 

tives. suicide is a recognised and re- 

spectable end. 

Q. Did Keats (tudy to be a surgeon? 
—B. 8. 

A. When Keats waa left an orphan 
at 15 he vu taken from achool and 
apprenticed to a surgeon at Edmonton, 
near London. He made a moderately 
good lurgeon, but, finding that his 
heart was constantly with poesy, he 
gave up his profession in 1817 and 
began to atudy in preparation for a 
literary career. 

Q. What compositions were played 
by Ann Harding in "The Fountain"?— 
C. W. M. 

A. The pieces played by Ann Hard- 
ing In the picture "The Fountain" are 

"Fountain Walts," by Max Stelner (not 
published), and Bach's "Prelude No. 8." 

Q What are the Thirty-nine Ar- 
ticle·?—?. T. 

A. They are the articles of faith of 
the Church of England, the acceptance 
of which is obligatory on Its clergy. 
They were originally issued in 1S81 as 

42, but in 1593 were modified and re- 

duced to their present number. They 
received parliamentary authority In 
1571. 

Q What was the lose from fire last 
year?—H. C. F. 

A. The 1933 fire loss Is estimated 
at #316,897.733 by the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters. 

Q On what island is the club house 
which has been offered to the Presi- 
dent for recreation?—H. M. C. 

A. It is located on Jefferson Island, 
In Chesapeake Bay. 

Q What has been the trend in the 

percentage of Government debt te 
national Income?—K. R. M. 

A. Taking the debts of the Fed- 
eral and all local governments. It Is 
found that before the World War they 
amounted to only 15 per cent of the 
national income They now amoun) 
to about 90 per cent. 

Q. What caused the death of Ivy 
Lee, publicity expert?—F. C. 

A. Mr. Lee died of a tumor on the 
brain. 

Q. How οία vu ma perry «ben 
he began to play tennis?—T. 8. 

A. Perry began by playing ping- 
pong and won the world'· ping-pong 
chftmplonship at Budapest in 19M. 
Not long afterward, at the age of SO, 
he began playing outdoor teania in 
order to Improve his health. 

Q. What philanthropist gave a large 
sum of money to be used In combating 
hookworm?—E. J. E. 

A. In the year 1910 Mr. John 
D. Rockefeller made available a lift 
of $1.000,000, which wai presented to 
the State healtn department· of the 
Southeastern States, for the purpose 
of combating hookworm. 

Q. Who Is the champion corn 

husker? —L. W. 
A. Ted Balko of Redwood Falls, 

Minn., won the recent title with a net 
bushel record of 25.78 in SO minutes. 

Q Why do people say blue Mon- 
day?—?. O. , 

A. The expression blue Monday 
derives from '.he Monday before Lent, 
which was formerly spent in dissipa- 
tion and was probably followed by a 
fit of low spirt· or "blue devils"— 
hence the na-ne. 

Q. Who is the lawyer who has been 
appointed to pass on books entering 
the United States customs?—C. R. < 

A. Huntington Cairns of Baltimore 
has been appointed book censor and 
will advise the United States Treas- 

ury on (he morality or Immorality of 
books. His opinions will be in the 
form of reports sent to Washington. 

Q When was the Gold Star Moth- 
ers' Association organized?—J, R. C. 

A. The Gold Star Mothers' Associa- 
tion was organized in Washington. 
D. C., June 4, 1928, and Incorporated 
January 6, 1929, in the same city. 

Q. Was Cary Grant once an acro- 
bat?—^ M. C. 

A. At the age of II Cary Grant 
belonged to an English acrobatic 
troupe and specialised in stilt acta, 
eccentric dancing and clown aero· 
batics. 

Q Does hot water freeze as 

quickly as cold water?—B. C. 
A. Hot water does not freese as 

rapidly as cold water, since the tem- 

perature has to be reduced to the 

freezing point before the water con- 

geals. ^ 
Q Has hay fever lncreaafd much 

in the United States?—R. 8. 
A. According to the records of the 

ι American Hay Fever Prevention As- 
sociation, based on information from 

every State, there has been an in- 
crease in the number of persons suf- 
fering from hay fever during the past 
15 years. It has been conservatively 
estimated that there are probably 
1,500.000 persons afflicted with the 

I malady. 

Q. How many children attend 
Sunday school?—E. R. 

A According to recently published 
figures, the number of children at- 
tending Sunday school throughout the 
world is estimated at 36,644,829. Of 
this number the attendance in the 

; United States is estimated at over 
20,000,000. 

Q. Was John Burroughs an elderly 
man when he wrote 'Waiting"?— 
Μ. Ε. T. 

A The poet waa not 26 when tt 
was written. v 

" 

France Believed Awaiting 
Real Test of New Premier 

American newspaper comment on j 
the defeat of Premier Doumergue In 

Prance, and «election of Pierre Etienne 

Flandln, former minuter of public 
works, a· hla successor, emphasizes 
confidence that the Prench people will 
five the new regime a chance to work 
out 1U knotty problems. It is suspect- 
ed that the public would like to adjourn 
politic· and rive more earnest atten- 
tion to economic questions Dou- 
mergue's desire for a parliamentary 
reform, with greater executive power, 
raised doubt· which were confirmed by 
hie defeat, but It Is recognized that 
cabinet· are handicapped by existing 
parliamentary conditions. 

"Armistice day disturbances." ac- 

cording to the New York 8un, "indi- 
cate tension throughout the nation, 
the gravity of which la not lessened 
by the report that they were fomented 
by Communist and Socialist partisans 
who. If not friendly to the new min- 
istry, vastly prefer It to that of Dou- 

merfue, with ite profnun of parlia- 
mentary reform.·' The Sun finds a 

widening cleavage between radicals 
and conservative·, but thinks that 
"among cool heads In all parties there 
ha· been a disposition to let Plandln 
go ahead and see what he can do." 
The Sun holds that "to the men in the 
street attempts are being made to 
show that the ultimate purpose of the 
Doumergue scheme U to bring about 
a kind of Fascism, which could mean 
nothing but trouble." 

'The Prench people are apparently 
willing to give the new regime a 

chance to show what It can do." says 
the Buffalo Evening News, with the 
further statement: "The speed with 
which the government was formed, the 
range of parties represented in it, the 
presence m the cabinet of Oen. Victor 
Denaln as war minister and Georges 
Rivollet, leader of the war veterans—all 
these things have reassured the Prench 
people. Aside from unimportant 
royalist demonstrations there has been 
nothing resembling the expressions of 
popular passion that appeared last 
February." The Evening News con- 

cludes that "the tension has been 
eased by the creation of a new truce' 
government." 

Commenting upon the position of 
Plandln, the Los Angeles Times re- 
mark·: "He Is described as a conserv- 
ative and member of the left Repub- 
lican party, which la part of the cen- 
ter group m Parliament How a man 
can belong simultaneously to the 
right, left and center perhaps the 
French can explain." The Times also 

f°mmenU: "Whether Plandln will at- 
tempt to get along with the present 
Chamber of Deputies or follow the 
Doumergue plan of seeking new elec- 

i °ona remains to be seen. The new- 

election question was the crux of the 
1 ΐ".1?'Doumergue suffered, and 
t following hla resignation he charged 
ι that Herrlot feared to go to the 
ι ftench people on the proposal to re- 

form the Parliament so that it could 
1 ί7 premler «Ί Pres- 
i went without consent of the Senate 
ι which must now be obtained." 
ι Quoting Plandln'» promise of "truce 

Newport 
I va. Dally Press voices the 

doubt: There have been so many gov- 
ernments In Ptance In the Bast few 

ι yëars that It Is almost lmp^M, ^ 
ι keep up with them. Plandln may b« 

Premtee. But If he 
ι « he will be the only premier In a 
1 wh(lhA4 been ftble to do so 

Plandln may be more than a tool ol 

2®*^leader oi th* Radical Social- 

^ ^ is he has yet to con- 
fie· the average person. Condition! 
™ "*"0* y tu more aerioua thar 

I ^·ιί?ηΐ« ?Γ 01 *οτΜ realises." 

► «nmT 4 
* * conservative but It 

Z^Zaai»·" «>e Pon 

5^?°· Mlch · Times-Herald, while th« 
■ Dayton, Ohio, Herald pointa out thai 

ke bow» to the will of the antral 
A 

\ 

Socialiste, but In the selection of his 
cabinet ω a whole he swings even 
more to the right than Qonmergue." 

The Jackson, Mich, Cltlren Pa- 
triot oontends that "if «forme art not 
made, France face· the virtual cer- 
tainty of a dictatorship." The Harris- 
burg, Pa., Evening News find· doubt 
as to "whether the Frtnêh democracy 
will be able to preserve and strengthen 
lteelf in this time of confusion." 

"Defensive" Navies· 
From th« New Orleanii Ttais-Pieaxuer 

The latest sophistry of the London 
naval conversations is the registering 
of Japan's demand that future navies 
be "defensive." The word is a dip- 
lomatic subterfuge that has come into 
common use regarding all Armaments 
of the put half century, and, of course, 
means no more than it did in 1914. 
However, there is a certain newness 
in the Japanese interpretation of it 
ms applying only to cruiser* destroyer· 

and submarines, although It la matter 
of common knowledge that the best 
of the modern cruisers would be more 
than a match for the bettleehlps of 
two decades ago. 

On the surface, the really curious 
thing about the conference is what 
Japan expects to gain from it in view 
of the frank pessimism voiced on all 
side·, and the equally outspoken re- 
fusal of the various naval exports to 
recede from announced and widely 
publicised positions. Frank Bywater, 
a recognised authority, recently wrote 
in the London Dally Telegraph that 
"it is to the last degree improbable" 
that the British admiralty will agree 
even to continue its present position, 
and equally obdurate statement· have 
appeared In the Tokyo press. Lead- 
ing American newspapers so fer have 
confined their attitude largely to an 
effort to reflect the attitude of Wash- 
ington, which has refrained from any 
expression of optimism. 

With Italy, France and Oermany, 
none of the members of the current 
parley, going ahead at full speed on 
their own naval programs, the prime 
concern of England naturally to more 
with the Atlantic and the Mediter- 
ranean than with the Pacific, thus 
causing a further divergence In views 
which already seem hopelessly at vari- 
ance. Italy is building two of the 
most powerful battleships in history, 
France is staking its "defense" upon 
battle cruisers said to be of a most 
superior type, and Oermany Is con- 
centrating upon "pocket battleships," 
while Ο rest Britain finds Itself with· 
out the large reserves of naval 
strength It had at the last twe dis- 
armament conferences. With the 
further statement of Japanese policies 
for a "defensive" navy, -our Senate 
Munitions Committee might find ma- 
terial for a considerable broadening 
of its inquiry. The situation to al- 
ready so prejudiced that nothing 
seems likely to make it more so. 

A Sporting Chance. 
Prom the Worceittr Evening Oasette. 

Life on the farm cant be so dull 
after all. There's always the chance 
nowadays that some stratosphere gon- 
dola will plunk down on the old corn 
crib. 

When Is a Thief? 
Prom th· AlfcuQuereu· (H. Mes.) Journal. 

Conceding that all the candidates 
are horse thieves would not eauee 
much excitement. Btft If you'd call 
'em car thieves, that would be a real 
insult. 

Futile. 
prom U>e ladisnwetis News. ^ 

A cow built along ordinary .archi- 
tectural lines h&s bo business tilSDutia* 
the right 6t w*y wlth^feat new 
streamlined train. 

^ 


