
Sad, Indeed, Is This Film 
Story on the Keith Screen 

“Imitation of Life” Offers Fine Chance for 
Tears—Other New Pictures of 

the Week. ' 

BY E. de S. MELCHER. 

THREE-QUARTERS 
of the way through ‘’Imitation of Life” 

the first row of the balcony yesterday gave up—or rather 
gave way. Up until then there were gentle sounds of 
unhappiness evidenced by handkerchiefs plastered over 

the eyps, against the mouth and over the cheeks. But when 
dusky Lou#1 Beavers, whom you’ve seen a hundred times before 
merely walk in and out of a film as a femme de ehambre. lay 
there dying on her large death bed. moaning for her lost daughter 
Peola, the second row of the balcony threw back its head and 

Such genuine grief is proof that 
"Imitation of Life,” the new Univer- 
sal picture at Keith's, has something. 
Just what it is we don't know, because 
at the outset you are constantly say- 
ing to yourself: "No. I'm not going to 
like this. It's a dreary story,” and 
then, by golly, you have settled down 
to liking it and everybody around you 
has started in to sniffle and blubber. 

The subject is not particularly i 
pretty, and the ending is far from 1 

being either happy or authentic. 
Nevertheless, if an audience can go 
out into the night land dayi ringing 
its tear-stained handkerchief and 
moaning over a Negro woman who j 
has died in Claudette Colbert's home, 
there must be an emotional strength 
to this Fannie Hurst story that out- 
Goes its improbability. 

Personally, we liked the film in spite 
of its drab story and its prophetic 
hopelessness. We liked it because it : 

reveals a new Claudette Colbert—a 
Colbert far removed from asps and 
Egypt—a Colbert who has a good heart 
as well as a good hide. We liked it 
because Louise Beaver gets a chance 
to show- what a good actress she really 
is and because Rochelle Hudson, a 

newcomer, makes Miss Colbert’s 18- 
year-old schoolgirl daughter a genu- 
inely attractive and believable young 
person. We liked it, too. because the 
struggle of that young Negro girl is 
something that is not confined to her 
sphere alone and because Director 
John M. Stahl does not harp on it 
until you are dizzy. 

A siory of Aunt Delilah pancake 
flour, of a Negro woman who brings 
up her little girl in close association 
with a woman and her child of an- 
other world, a story of sudden wealth 
and happiness and then gloom and 
frustration, a story that breaks down 
rather than builds up—this does not 
seem the sort of a story that you! 
would want to see. And yet we think 
you will make a mistake if you don't 
see it, just to prove the truth of 
Eeatnce Lillie's old saying: "There's 
life in the old girl yet." And as also 
to prove that you can still have a 
good old-fashioned cry and enjoy it. 
Vesterday, you could have sailed out 
of Keith's on a regular wave of 
sorrow. 

* * * * 

^UIDE to the new week's films: 
"Pursuit of Happiness" at the 

Earle. This introduces the whole- 
some sport of "bundling" and since ! 
Francis Lederer and Joan Bennett are I 
the "bundlees" a very happy time may 
be had by all. Mary Boland and 
Charles Ruggles also help to make this 
early American comedy an exceedingly 
agreeable film. The Westchester Hill- 
billies head the stage show. 

"The White Parade" at Loew's Fox ; 
Is Jesse Lasky's tribute to Florence 
Nightingale. It is said to be a very j fine production, with Loretta Young ! 
and John Boles both at their best. 
Nurses will want to go. Jack Sidney's 
"Samples" are on the stage. 

"Flirtation Walk" continues at the 
Metropolitan—as it should. This 
West-Point-gone-musical film is good, 
light entertainment with Dick Powell 
at his best and a newcomer, Johnny 
Arlcdge, giving it a lot of laughs. 

Joe t“Wanna-buy-a-duck") Penner 
will be at the Palace tomorrow—which 
means that all Penner fans will prob- 
ably stay up all night so as to get in 
at the first rush. If you're a Penner 
plugger you'll probably want to see 
"College Rhythm," which also features 
Jack Oakie, Lyda Roberti and Lanny 
Ross. 

George M. Cohan in "Gambling” 
comes to the Columbia following 
“Student Tour's" demise tonight. 

* * * * 

TUCIUS BEEBE, noted Herald-Trib- 
'*■' une raconteur, a Yale and Har- | 
vard man of letters and an authority ; 
on dress, wines, plays, people and 
good taste, has turned author and j 
written an introduction to Jerome j 
Zerbe's Illustrated and ideal Christ- ! 
mas gift, "People on Parade," which 
probably ranks with Noel Coward's j 
introduction to his own book of plays.' 
It is an amusing preface to a hundred j and more pages of interesting photo- 
graphs and should be gobbled up not 
only by those whose faces appear in 
the text, but also by those who would 
like to have had land who wouldn't! 
their faces appear in the text. Mr. 
Zerbe. alas, has skipped Washington, 
cut if you look closely you will find 
the National Player's one time in- 
genue, Ona Munson, grinning ami- 
ably over a chalice, and other pop- 
ular local personages such as Mrs. 
Tiffany Sa#ortas appearing very much 
to their advantage. 

We thank the publishers and Mr. 
Beebe and Mr. Zerbe for having been 
allowed a copy of this stimulating 
pastime. 

★ * * * 

'THERE is no question but that Sid- 
A ney Howard is the man of the 
minute in Washington. While his cur- 
rent opus at the National <in conjunc- 
tion with Robert Littell) has been given 
something of a razzing, it is no secret 
that hp will plunge right in and do 
some of it over something which ought j 
to make a good play out of a play 
which ought to be good—and isn't right 
now. Mr. Howard then comes right 
back next week as the translater from 
the French of Miss Claire's "vehicle”— 

and If you think that's all turn over 
your local scrap book and you’ll find 
that he will be represented again at the 
Wardman Park Theater next Tuesday 
and Wednesday nights. 

This will be a production of ‘‘The 
Silver Cord'' by the students of the 
Theater Arts group—a group which 
able Constance Connor Brown has 
brought together. The cast will include 
handsome Catherine McCord, the 
Roadside Theater's youthful genius, 
Walter Pick: Margaret Martin, Harry 
Schonrank (Flora McGill Keefer's 
basso > and Elinor Evans. The play will 
have three dress rehearsals—something 
which should be made law in all local 
productions. 

if * * 

(''LIFFORD BROOKE will be in Bal- 
timore next week He directed 

"Piper Paid"’ with Edith Barrett, 
which will open Monday at the 
Maryland. 

Troupers 
Glimpses of Stage Folk 

in Washington. 

pjOW'N in Nashville, Tenn., where 

young ladies learn piano quite as 

inevitably as they drink coco-colas for 

lunch and go driving with their young 

gentlemen on Sunday afternoons. 
Betty Bartelle was born, reared and 

taught to speak with that rich Mid- 
dle South accent which marks her 

conversation, but not her singing, at 

Loew's Fox this week. 
Like many Southerners who have 

applied themselves to the problem. 
Miss Bartelle has learned to enunci- 
ate the language in song in such a 

manner that it no longer resembles 

that legerdemain of the palate called 
Southern accent. In normal circum- 
stances, however, she still slurs her 
"r's" in a quaint and melodious fash- 
ion. possible only for a lady from the 
South, and her bearing is so distinctly 
that of a belle of the old Hermitage 
it is difficult to believe she has been, 
lo. these three years a singer on the 
Columbia national radio networks. 

As is customary for a certain group 
of Nashville young ladies who enjoy 
themselves too much at home to suf- 
fer divorce there, even for three years 
of finishing school (this is partially 
explained by the presence of Vander- 
bilt University in the town"!. Miss Bar- 
telle attended the Ward-Belmont 
School for Girls. Thereafter she was 

settling down to the frivolous and 
rather rococo pattern of a debutante 
existence when a friend interested in 
tho lrtpal roHin ctotinn VipnrH hpr nlftV- 

ing the piano 
one evening. He 

wangled from her 
a promise to 
come down some 

day and work be- 
fore the mike. 
When her mother 
heard of this she 
threw a ladylike 
conniption f i t 
protesting that 
her handsome 
child missed en- 

tirely too many 
notes ever to let any one hear her 
in public. 

Nevertheless to the radio station 
went Betty. She played. They asked 
her back again. And again. As there 
is always a dearth of good talent in 
a small town, the station masters 
practically stood over her with a 

bludgeon to guard against escape. 
They asked her if she could sing. 

"The only song ah know," she re- 

plied, “is 'Love Me and Leave Me,’ 
and ah know that because Ruth Et- 
ting sang it on a record. And ah 
can't sing.” 

“Sing it,” said the controllers of 
the ether. 

She sang. The gentlemen were de- 
lighted—almost delirious. They went 
out and bought a bigger bludgeon. 
They signed her at once. A short 
time later a Columbia executive 
stopped over in Nashville, heard the 

pride of the town, and promptly of- 
fered a contract with the national 
system in New York. She accepted, 
somewhat intimidated by the idea of 
living on her own in the city. 

“All I knew about the place was 

that you went around everywhere in 
taxis with your mother and did a lot 
of shopping, stayed at the Vanderbilt 
and saw some of the family friends 
at night.” 

Nevertheless she showed great sur- 

vival aptitude, even as she has on 

the stage. This is her second week 
of vaudeville, and she started out cold 
in Brooklyn with no previous coach- 
ing. Didn't even know you are not 
supposed to acknowledge applause 
when you come on stage (her radio 
fans applauded in advance i or that 
spotlights will blind you if you try 
to stare them down. Well, she's 
learned rapidly. And in the process 
she has not forgotten a thing she 
knows about singing before the mike, 
which is a very great deal, indeed. 

R. B. P.. Jr. 
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2 FREE LECTURES 
Harry H. Balkin 

Famous Success-Scientist, l ocational Adviser and Character Analyst 

“READING CHARACTER AT SIGHT” 
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ADMISSION FREE 
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13th and New York Ave. 

Tune in H. H. Balkin—W JSV, 7:30 TOMGHT and SATURDAY 

\ > 

Joe Penner’s New F]ilm Here Tomorrow 

“College Rythm" is the name of Joe Penner’s first Paramount film, which is coming to the Palace to* 
morrow. In the picture above you'll find such film favorites as Lyda Roberti and Jack Oakie, besides Mr. 
Penner himself and Mary Brian, Lanny Ross and Helen Mack. 

GEORGETOWN PLAYERS 
PRESENT “THE TAVERN” 

Play Made Famous by George M. 

Cohan Is Well Done by Uni- 

versity Group. 
The clever lines of George M. Cohan 

were again brought to Washington 
theatergoers last night in his famous 

melodrama, “The Tavern.” presented 
at the Belasco by the Mask and Bau- 
ble Club of Georgetown University. 

The players, without exception, per- 
formed smoothly in the parts assigned 
them and displayed much dramatic 
talent, in spite of the fact the produc- j 
tion was marred a bit by certain bits ] 
of miscasting. Take the case of the 
Vagabond himself, for instance. Frank | 
Miller, who played the role, read his 
lines excellently and with a knack of 
extracting the comedy written in 
them, but fine actor that he is. he 
seemed much too young to be Mr. 
Cohan's Vagabond; the startlingly 
correct and happy philosophy of that 
character hardly could have been 
formed by a lad with no gray hairs. 
Mr. Miller, however, did a fine job. 
Then there was the tavern keeper. 
Matthew McDermott performed splen- 
didly In this part and made his one 

of the best characterizations of the 
play, but he did not quite seem to be 
the big. blustering fellow that tavern 
keeper should be. 

"The Tavern" is a roaring burlesque 
of melodrama which centers about a 

vagabond who believes the world is 
a stage, all people the actors, life the 
play and himself alone the entire 
audience. 

Other than Mr. Miller and Mr. Mc- 
Dermott. w>ho played with much 
finesse, there are Joseph Kirby, who 
turned in an accurate characteriza- 
tion of the tavern keeper's timid and 

frightened son, and Thomas J. Mc- 
Carthy. who provided an excellent 
hired man. Others in the cast were 

Marita Houlihan. Margaret Rover. 
Patricia Hartman and Grace Mary 
Colliflower of the Dramatic Club of 
Trinity College, and John G. O Bnen. 
Joseph di Sesa. William Dawson. 
Charles Rodriguez. John Young. John 
Eidell and Gerard Gallagher. The 
play was directed by the Rev. Ferdi- 
nand W. Schoberg. H. M. 

CASTING NEXT PLAY. 
The Man-Tilla Players, who recently 

presented "A Murder Has Been Ar- 

ranged," with a cast of well known 
Washington actors, announce the sec- 

ond play of their 1934-5 season will 

be 'The Royal Family," to be present- 
ed at Wardman Park Theater the 
third week of January. Casting is 
now under way and rehearsals will 
start after the holidays. 

"Smilin’ Through," which was orig- 
inally considered for the second pro- 
duction, will be offered in February, 
with Marie McIntyre as Moonyeen. 

Plans for repeating "A Murder Has 
Been Arranged" at Wardman Park 
around Christmas time for the benefit 
«>f Washington's needy families have 
been completed, the dates being De- 
cember 18, 19 and 20. All proceeds 
will be turned over to charity. 
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Save $120-oo 

NOW SftOC Wiih HOG.IIon 
ONLY Storage Tank. 

Complete, Installed, for 
Small Dosvn Payment — 
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Month—3 Years to Pay 
Visit Our Showroom* at 17 2 3 Connecticut 

Ave.. N.W., or telephone Decatur 4161 
for Complete Information 

Guaranteed By 
SHERWOOD BROS., INC. 
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Expedition to the Far North 

SEE SANTA CLAUS IN HIS 
OWN HOME 

This Current Week 
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The Metropolitan 
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The Ambassador 
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“ODE TO LIBERTY” AT 

NATIONAL NEXT WEEK 

Ina Claire Starred in New Com- 

edy Adapted by Sidney 
Howard. 

Ina Claire will appear at the Na- 
tional Theater the week of December 
10 in “Ode to Liberty,” a new comedy 
which is being presented under the 
aegis of New York's most distin- 

guished producer, Gilbert Miller. 
Miss Claire was last seen in the 

Theater Guild production of “Biog- 
raphy,” one of the most successful 
piays In many seasons. In "Ode to 

Liberty” she has an opportunity to 

display her gift for comedy and subtle 
wit. The play has been adapted from 
the French by Sidney Howard, who 
adapted “Dodsworth,” “The Late 
Christopher Bean” and other well- 
known hits. Mr. Howard Is author of 

“They Knew What They Wanted," 
"The Silver Cord." “Ned McCobb's 
Daughter,” “Yellow Jack” and other 
plays. 

Opposite Miss Claire appears Walter 
Slezak. who will be remembered for 
his performance in the leading male 
role of "Music in the Air.” The cast 
includes such well-known players as 
Nicholas Joy. Paul McGrath, Colur 
Hunter and Stanley Jessup. 

BAND CONCERTS. 
By the United States Soldiers’ 

Home Band Orchestra, in Stanley 
Hall, this evening at 5 30 o'clock, 
Johns. M. Zimmerman, bandmaster; 
Anton Pointner. assistant leader. 
March, "Our Sammies”.. Vandersloot 
Overture, “Jubilee".Von Weber 
Adagietto, from "The Fifth Sym- 

phony" .Mahler 
Melange, “Gems of Tachaikowsky," 

Langley 
Original, “The Nightingale Seren- 

ade" .Zimmerman 
Valsette, “A Dream of Dreams," 

Clare Kummer 
Finale. "On the Go” Goldman 

"The Star Spangled Banner." 

By ’he United States Marine Band, 
tomorrow at 3 p.m., in the auditorium. 
Marine Barracks. Capt. Taylor Bran- 
son, leader; Arthur S. Witcomb, sec- 
ond leader. 
Marcn, Palace Pier,” 

Lieut. J J. Gagnier 
Symphonic tone poem. "The Wind in 

the Leafless Maple," 
Lieut. J. J. Gagnier 

Valse, "Toronto Bay” 
Lieut. J. J. Gagnier 

March, “Ca-Na-Ex," 
Lieut J J Gagnier 

Overture, “Son and Stranger,” 
Mendelssohn 

March, "Gridiron Club” Sousa 
Fantasia, The Three Bears." Coates 
Excerpts from "Symphony No. 5,” 

Beethoven 
March. "Game Preserve".... Myers 
Marines’ hymn. 

The Halls of Montezuma.” 
“The Star Spangled Banner 

Where and When 

Current Theater Attractions 
and Time of Showing. 

National—"Gather Ye Rosebuds," 
at 8 :20 p.m. 

Loew’s Fox—“We Live Again,” at 
10:40 am., 1:25, 4:15, 7:05 and 9:55 
p.m. Stage shows at 12:20, 3:10, 5:55 j 
and 8:45 p.m. 

Earle—“The St. Louis Kid,” at 11 
am., 1:35, 4:35, 7:35 and 10:15 p.m. 
Stage shows at 12:35, 3:30, 6:35 and 
9:10 p.m. 

Columbia — "Student Tour.” at 
11:25 am., 1:30, 3:35, 5:40, 7:40 and 
9:45 p.m. 

Metropolitan — “Flirtation Walk.” 
at 11:20 am., 1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 7:20 
and 9:20 p.m. 

R-K-O Keith’s—“Imitation of Life,” 
at 11 am., 1:08, 3:16, 5:24, 7:32 and 
9:40 p.m. 

Palace—"Painted Veil,” at 11 a m., 
1:05, 3:15, 5:25, 7:35 and 9:45 p.m. 

Tivoli—“The Last Gentleman,” at 
3:35, 4:20, 6:05, 7:55 and 9:45 p.m. 

Ambassador — "Judge Priest,” at 
6:15, 8 and 9:45 pm. 

— m 

UNIVERSITY PLAY. 
Cue and Curtain Club of George 

Washington University will present i 
George Kelly’s “The Torch-Bearers” j 
tonight at Warcman Park Theater at j 
8 30. The performance will be repeated j 
tomorrow, and is under the direction 
of Anton Hardt. 

Verna Volz, in the original Mary 
Boland role; Maxine Kahn, in the | 
part created by Alison Skip worth, and 
Amanda Chittum head a cast com- 

posed solely of G. W. students. Others 
are Norma Mic-helson. Hamilton Coit, 
Machin Gardner, Deane Bryant. Sue 
Slater. Fred Stevenson, Berry Simpson. 
Marguerite De Meritt arid Harold 
Mullin. 

Settings for the show were designed 
by Katherine Cutler of the university’s 
division of fine arts. They are being 
constructed under the direction of Karl 
Gay, production manager. 

IN STARRING ROLE. 
Robert Shayne. a Washington boy, 

whose last appearance before local 
theatergoers was in the R-K-O film 
"Wednesday's Child.” is now rehears- 
ing a major role In the play “Mother 
Lode,” in preparation for a New York 
opening December 22. Mr. Shayne 
will be supporting Helen Gahagan and 
Melvin Douglas, stars of the produc- 
tion. which is being produced by John 
Tuerk and George Bushar. 

Robert Shayne, whose real name Is 
Robert Shayne Dawe, formerly lived 
with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Gros- 
venor Dawe, in the Mount Pleasant 
district of Washington and is a grad- 
uate of Central High School. He will 
also be remembered for his work in 
the Walter Huston picture “Keep 'Em 
Rolling.” exhibited here last Spring. 
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■ EXTRA t-asr 
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Coming # 
The Man Who Reclaimed Hi» Heed!* 

C’.auae Rc.r.s — Joan Bennett 

NATIONAL THEATER 
Saturday. Dec. 8. 10 HO A.M. 

THE CHILDREN’S THEATER 
PRESENTS 

“NOBODY’S GIRL” 
Original New York Cast 

_Seats Non—W. *1.10. H16.Y f2M I 

Constitution Hall. Next Sun.. 4 p m. 

1 RACHMANINOFF 
Russian Pianist-Composer, playinr * 

Chopin. Beethoven’s Sonatta Appas- 
^ sionata. and Weber's “Invitation te 
^ the Dapce.” Seats at Mrs. Dorsey’s 
^ Bureau. Droop's, 1300 G. NA. 7151. 

GAYETY BURLESK 
NOW PLAYING 

“NADJ A” 
COMING 

EDNA (HOT-CHA) DEE 
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E Lawrence Phillips Theatre Beautiful 
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DUMBARTON GARY"cOOPER \r.i I 

SHIRLEY TEMPLE in NOW AND FOR- 
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MIRIAM HOPKINS and JOEL McCREA 
‘‘Richest C,irl in the World.” 
_Comedy. Cartoon. 

STANTON 6th and c st#- NE 
Finest Sound Equipment 

MARY BOLAND NED SPARKS 
DOWN TO THEIR LAST YACHT.'* 

FRANK GRAVEN SALLY BLANE. 
_“CITY LIM ITS."_ 
CTATF “The Modern Theater" 
J 1 A 1 L flfvrn Wise. Ave.. Bethesda. Md. 

Open at T> 4."»—Show Starts « P.M 
FREDRIC MARCH. CONSTANCE BENNETT. 
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CLAUDETTE COLBERT. 
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HIPPODROME T“d*y"om!?r. 
Claude Rains. ‘Crime Without Passion.* 

f AMFfl MT rainier. md. 
WllviL«vs Today-Tomorrow j 

SHIRLEY TEMPLE 

?! ‘NOW AND FOREVER.’ 
A tprtnc hyattsville. md. 
o nAvni/L Today-Tomorrow j 

HAROLD LLOYD. \ 
£5 “CAT’S PAW.” 
c= RICHMOND "*• VA- 

Miriam Hopkins. “Richest Girl in the 
_World. 
ARTAHF Rockville, md. 
nittnuL Today-Tomorrow 

■ a ci um u._yai s raw. 

AMBASSADOR cSSKF 
WILL ROGERS in “JUDGE PRTEST ** 

‘SEARCH FOR SANTA CLAUS j 

APOLLO 631 H «• N E 

HAROLD LLOYD nnd TINA MERKEL. 
__CAT S PAW Cartoon 

__ 

AVAI ON Conn. Are. and 
5/3 n T rtLVll McKinley St. N.W. 

Matinee. 2:00 PM 
rM^M^JLJnETRICH in SCARLET 

_EM P R ESS^_Cartoon. 

5 AVENUE GRAND C £7 
r.T Matinee, i no PM. 
JJJ JOE E BROWN MAXINE DOYLE. 
3m SIX-DAY BIKE RIDER Comedy. 

F- CENTRAL m>r'aS-A£ *Bd* 

r-I CHARLES LAUGHTON nnd NORMA 
22 f H E ARE R m BARRETTS OF 

WIMPOLE STREFT ! 

og COLONY A” * 

DICK POWELL. JOSEPHINE HUTCH- 
mM INSON. HAPPINESS AHEAD 
“ HOME 1330 c 8t N E- 

Z DI^rP9.WLLL ln HAPPINESS 
^ _AHEAD._Comedy 
3 SAVOY 14th St. i Col. Rd. N.W. 1 

WILL ROGERS in -DR. BULL" 
Comedy._ 

TIVOLf 11th St. Si Park Rd. N.W. 1 
Matinee. ?:(»o PM 

GEORGE ARLISS in THE LAST 
GENTLEMAN." Musical Comedy. 

YORK Ga. Aye. A Quebec St. N.W. 1 
IRENE DUNNE nnd JOHN BOLES in 

_AGE OF INNOCENCE “_Cartoon. 

„ 
JESSE THEATER ,,S*Ift"8 S'5 GERTRUDE MICHAEL In "THE NO- 

C* TORIOUS SOPHIE LANG DORIS 
S KENYON in "THE HUMAN SIDE." 

S SYLVAN »*»**•1 «-m 

[75 NORMA SHEARER PREDRIC MARCH 

X “Barretts of Wimpole St.“ 
Z Musical Comedy. 

g PALM THEATER DEEBAT 

JOE E BROWN MAXINE DOYLE. 
“Six-Day Bike Rider.” ! 

I Comedy. Novelty. 

DANCING. 
EDW. F. MILLER STUDIO 

814 17th St-NA. 8093. % 
If It’a danced, we teach It. * 

I 


